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OF     THE 

Ffioc££Dii46S  and  Debates 

Of  die  FIFTH  SESSION  of  the 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

OP     THE 

Fourteenth  Parliame'nt  of  Gteat  Britain^ 
Appoiiitcd  to  be  held  at  WESTMINSTER,    . 
On  Thursday,  the  26th  Day  of  iJovember  1778. 

HIS  Majefty  opened  this  feflion  with  the  following  fpeech 
from  the  throne.  : 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  called  yoU  together  in  a  coiijunSurc  whieh  demands 
your  moft  ferious  attention. 

In  the  time  of  prcrfound  peace,  without  pretence  of  provo- 
cation or  colour  of  complaint^  the  court  of  France  hath  not 
forborne  to  difturb  the  public  tran^uillhy,  in  violation  o^  the 
faith  of  treaties,  and  the  general  fights  of  fovereigns,  as  firft 
by  the  clandefline  fupply  of  arms  and  other  aid  to  my  revolt* 
ed  fubjefls  in  North  America,  afterwards  by  avowing  openljr 
their  iupport,  and  entering  into  formal  engagements  with  the 
leaders  pf  the  rebellion,  and  at  length  by  committing  open 
hoftilities  and  depredations  oh  my  faithful  fubjeds,  and  by 
an  aiflual  invafion  of  my  dominions  in  America  and  the  Weil 
indies. 

It  is,  I  truft,  unneceffary  for  me  to  aflure  you,  that  the 
iame  care  and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of  my  people,  which 
induced  me  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  calamities  of  war, 
will  make  me  defirous  to  fe^  a  reftoration  of  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  whenever  it  can  be  eflPeAed  with  perfedi  honour,  and 
with  fecurity  to  this  rights  of  this  country. 
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In  the  mean  time,  I  have  not  neglefted  to  take  the  proper 
and  neceflary  meafures  for  difappointing  the  malignant  de- 
figns  of  our  enemies,  and  alfo  for  making  general  reprifals ; 
and  although  my  efForts  have  not  been  attended  v/hh  all  the 
fuccefs  which  the  jbftice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  our 
exertions,  feemed  to  promife,  yet  the  extenfive  commerce  of 
my  fubjefls  has  been  proteSed  in  moft  of  its  branches,  and 
large  reprifals  have  been  made  upon  the  injurious  aggreflbrs, 
by  the  vigilance  of  my  fleets,  and  by  the  adive  and  enter- 
prizing  fpirit  of  my  people. 

The  great  armaments  of  other  powers,  however  friendly 
and  lincere  their  profeflions,  however  juft  and  honourable 
their  purpofes,  muft  neceflarily  engage  our  attention. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  very  great  fatisfaftion  to  have 
informed  you,  that  the  conciliatory  meafures,  planned  by 
the  wifdom  and  temper  of  Parliament,  had  taken  the  defired 
cfFe6^,  and  brought  the  troubles  in  North  America  to  a  happy 
concliifion. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  the  national  honour  and  fecu- 
rity  call  fo  loudly  upon  us  for  the  moft  adive  exertions,  that 
I  cannot  doubt  of  your  heartiefl  concurrence  and  fapport. 
From  the  vigour  of  your  councils,  and  the  condu6l  and  in- 
trepidity of  my  forces  by  fea  and  land,  1  hope,  under  the 
bleiling  of  God,  to"  derive  the  means  of  vindicating  and 
maintaining  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  the  interefts  of 
my  people,  againft  all  our  enemies. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  will  order  the  proper  efti mates  for  the  fervice  of  the  en- 
fuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you ;  and,  when  you  confidcr 
the  importance  of  the  objeds  for  which  we  are  contending, 
you  will,  I  doubt  not,  grant  me  fuch  fupplies  as  you  (hall 
judge  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice,  and  adequate  to  the 
prefent  emergency. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have,  according  to  the  powers  vefted  in  me  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  called  forth  the  militia,  to  aflift  in  the  interior  defence 
of  this  country ;  and  I  have,  with  the  greateft  and  trueft  fa- 
tisfaftion,  been  myfelf  a  witnefs  of  that  public  fpirit,  that 
fteady  ardour,  and  that  love  of  their  country,  which  animate 
and  unite  all  ranks  of  my  faithful  fubje6ls,  and  which  can- 
not fail  of  making  us  fafe  at  home  and  refpeSed  abroad. 

Hon.  Mr.  Greville  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of 
this  Houfe,  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ; 
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to  acknowledge  his  Majefty's.  paternal  regard  for  the  happi* . 
nefs  of  his  people,  in  his  earned  and  unitorm  endeavours  to 
preferve  the  public  tranquillity ;  that  we  cannot  but  feel  cqn*v 
cern  and  regret,  that  the  meafures  taken  by  his  Majedy,  for 
difappointing  thefe  hoftile  and  malignant  defignsj  have  not  • 
been  attended  with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the  juilice  of  the 
caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  the  exertions,  feemed  to  promifc : 
that  it  would  have  given  his  faithful  Commons  the  trued 
happinefs  to  have  received  the  communication  from  his  Ma- 
jedy,  that  the  jud  and  humane  purpofes  of  his  Majedy  and 
his  Parliament,  for  quieting  the  minds  of  his  revolted  fub- 
jediSy  had  taken  the  defired  efFeft,  and  had  brought  the  trQU«  - 
bles  in  North  America  to  a  happy  conclufion ;  to  aflure  his 
Majedy,  that  his  Majedy  may  rely  on  the  hearty  and  zea- 
lous concurrence  and  adidance  of  his  faithful  Commons,  in  • 
enabling  his  Majedy  to  make  the  mod  a£live  and  vigorous 
exertions  by  fea  and  land,  &c.     In  fupport  of  the  motion,, 
he  faid,  that  the  condu£^  of  the  colonies  had  brought  this 
country  into  its  prefeht  divided  fituation ;  the  legal  bounds 
of  coercion  and  liberty  producing  different  opinions. 

Mr.  y.  Campbell  feconded  the  motion,  and  faid,  the  con- 
duSt  of  America  had  made  vigorous  meafures  neceffary  and 
unavoidable,  and  that  however  different  opinions  may  have 
been  refpeSing  America,  yet  refpeSing  France  there  coulcf^ 
be  but  one  opinion. 

Right  hon.  T.  Townjhend  laid,  in  this  dangerous  crifis  he 
fliould  have  expefled  to  have  heard  the  addrefs  moved  and 
feconded  by  gentlemen  in  refponfible  offices,  who  could  have 
told  the  Houfe  in  what  they  were  to  be  unanimous ;  but 
thefe  gentlemen  have  told  nothing*  Are  we  to  fight  France 
in  America?  He  wiflied  he  had  feen  in  the  fpeech,  whether 
we  were  to  continue  armed  againd  Spain.  Are  we  to  con- 
tinue armed  againd  Hplland,  the  ancient  ally  of  this  coun- 
try ?  As  he  had  never  expected  any  great  fuccefs  from  our 
armaments,  he  could  not  exprefs  any  regret  at  the  difappoint-* 
nient.  We  are  called  upon,  he  faid,  to  unaninioufly  com- 
mend the  plans,  and  to  blame  the  execution.  He  mud  ob- 
jeft  to  the  words,  **  the  earned  endeavours  to  maintain  the 
public  tranquillity."  Thofe  who  began  this  war  with  Ame- 
rica, he  faid,  were  the  didurbers  of  the  public  tranquillity. 
And  h^  remarked,  that  the  addrefs  contained  no  compliment 
to  the  militia,  the  ofHcers  of  which  had  been  fcandalouily 
negleded  ;  and  to  fuch  a  dangerous  fituation  was  this  coun- 
try reduced,  that  pur  utinod  exertions  had  been  made,  with- 
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out  procuring  any  adequate  benefit.  He  concluded-  by 
moving  an  amendmenty  To  affure  his  Majefiy,  that  with 
the  trucft  zeal  for  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  and  the  warm- 
eft  affeftron  for  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  family,  we  are  ready 
to  give  the  moft  ample  fupport  to  fuch  mealures  as  may  be 
thought  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms,  or  for 
fruftrating  the  defigns  of  that  reftlefs  power  which  has  fo 
often  difturbed  the  peace  jof  Europe ;  but  that  we  think  it  one 
of  our  moft  important  duties,  in  the  prefent  melancholy  pof- 
ture  of  affairs,  to  enquire  by  what  fatal  councils,  or  unhappy 
fyftems  of  policy,  this  country  has  been  reduced  from  that 
fplendid  fituation  which,  in  the  early  part  of  his  Majefty's 
reign,  made  her  the  envy  of  all  Europe,  to  fuch  a  dangerous 
fl;;ite  as  that  which  has  of  late  called  forth  our  utmoft  exer- 
tions without  any  adequate  benefit. 

Mr.  Rice  faid,  he  did  not  obje6t  to  an  enquiry  ;  he  thought 
it  necelTary ;  but  he  did  not  approve  of  its  being  included 
in  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  Fox  feconded  this  motion,  iind  faijd,  I  rife,  Sir,  in  fup* 
port  of  the  amendment  made  by  my  honoiiraj)le  friend,  be- 
caufe  I  wi(h  as  much  as  he  does  to  promote  any  enquiry  into 
the  mifcondudl  and  incapacity  of  the  prefent  minifters :  I 
know  that  views  of  fucceeding  to  fome  of  the  offices  now 
filled  by  the  prefent  minifters  will  be  aifigned  as  the  motives 
of  my  condud  in  oppofmg  them,  but  we  are  now  in  fuch  a 
fituation  ^s  to  make  me  neglefl  fucbconfiderations :  I  think 
myfelf  fo  loudly  called  upon  by  my  duty  to  my  country, 
that  I  will  freely  expofe  my  charad^r  to  public  cenfure  or 
animadverfion,  while  I  purfue  that  line  which  my  duty  marks 
out.  ^  Nobody  is  more  feniible  than  I  am  of  the  neceffity  of 
unanimity  at  this  conjundure,  and  I  wiih  I  had  the  oppor- 
Umty  of  fupporting  a  miniftry  with  juftice  to  this  country  ; 
but  that  can  never  be  with  the  prefent «  I  know  them  too  well 
tQ  do  fo>  and  willy  as  my  duty,  give  them  every  oppofition  thait 
vap&MMon^  my  opportunities,  and  my  talents,  whatever  they 
may  be,  will  enable  me :  I  know  that  doing  fo  will  be  caU 
led  clogging  the  wheels  of  government  at  a  time  when  thty 
ought  to  be  alfifted  by  every  man;  but  they  have  reduced 
us  to  that  paradoxical  fituation  that  I  muft  choofe  of  two 
evHsy  for  they  faave  not  left  us  the  power  of  choofing  any 
good :  it  is  a  paradox  in  fa£l,  and  I  will  take  that  part 
which  appears  to  me  to  be,  though  bad,  the  beft :  I  will 
confequently  ufe  all  my  abilities  to  remove  the  prefent  mt- 
niftry,  by  ufing  every  means  in  my  power  to  clt>g  them  in 
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the  House,  to  clog  them  out  of  the  House,  and  to  clog  eve- 
ry thing  they  engage  in  while  they  fill  thofe  places  which 
they  diigrace ;  I  will  do  fo  becaufe  I  think  this  is  lefs  ruinous 
than  to  Uibmit  any  longer  to  their  blundering  adminiftratious 
and  their  blundering  fyftem  of  politics. 

What  is  our  fituation  at  entering  into  this  war  compared 
with  our  fituation  at  the  beginning  of  the  lad  French  war  ? 
England  was  then  at  the  height  of  her  happinefs,  and  I  may 
fay,  at  the  height  of  her  ricnes  and  commerce  ;  all  her  re* 
fources  frefli  and  untouched,  and  in  the  full  vigour  of 
(Irength  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  this  we  have  been  engaged 
in  a  Four  years  ufelefs,  expenfive,  deftrufiive,  ruinous,  fruit- 
lefs  war  ;  and  now  that,  by  a  complication  of  blunders,  they 
have  brought  us  to  this  point,  they  call  to  us  for  unanimity^ 
and  defire  we  (hould  continue  them,  for  that  is  the  objeft  of  ^ 
the  addrefs,  to  blunder  in  a  fecond  war  as  they  have  done 
in  the  firft. 

His  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  tells  you  that  your  efforts  have 
not  been  attended  with  all  thefuccefs  which  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe  and  the  vigour  of  our  exertions  feemed  to  promife. 
The  fpeech  is  allowed  on  all  bands  to  be  the  fpeech  of  the 
minifter  ;  it  is  parliamentary  to  confider  it  fo ;  and  I  will  tell 
the  noble  Lord  that  that  is  not  fa£f,  that  it  is  not/oundid,  and 
that  the  fpeech  is  FALSE ;  that  you  had  more  fuccefe  than 
you  deferved;  and  that  you  ought  to  be  happy  at  the  iffue 
of  your  exertibjns,  and  contented  that  things  are  no  worfe  ; 
you  have  had  every  fucccfs  that  could  be  expeSed  from  the 
meafures  of  the  uoble  Lord,  and  more,  for  you  have  efcaped: 
your  fleet  was  seht  out  under  your  brave  and  able  commander 
Admiral  Keppel,  itwenty  fail  only  to  meet  thirty  (hips  of  tbb 
line,  that  fleet  on  which  your  exiftence  depended,  and  which 
alone  flood  between  you  and  an  invafion  ;  the  noble  Lord  gxtt 
every  chance  of  its  being  deftroyed  by  inequality  in  nijmbers, 
and  your  navy  at  one*  blow  totally  ruined ; — it  efcaped ;  that 
could  never  have  been  cxpefled.  Mdnf.  d'Eftaing  left  Tou- 
lon and  went  into,  the  Mediterranean ;  when  his  deflination 
was  no  longer  doubtful,  no  fleet  was  fent  after  htm  to  wheri^ 
he  might  have  been  effeftually  flopped  ;  he  was  fufFered  tor 
go  out  again,  and  to  proceed  with  the  treaty  and  the  Frenck 
ambailador  on  boards  which  the  noble  Lord  well  knew ;  he 
hada  pafTage  uncommonly  bad  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  and  r6 
you  efcaped  in  America  ;  tha;t  could  not  have  been  expeded. 
Admiral  Byron  w^s  fent  6(it  to  America  at  fuch  a  time  that 
^t  was  barely  poffible  he  fliould  arrive  yp^  time  to  fuccour  that 
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brave  and  excellent  commander,  the  noble  Lord  whom  I  am 
happy  to  fee  now  in  his  place;  by  his  conduit  he  was  able 
to  preferve  the  fleet  u6der  his  command,  fuch  as  it  was,  and 
it  efc^ped  ;  that  could  not  have  been  cxpeflcd.  I  fay  there- 
fore that  you  have  had  belter-  iflTue  in  every  quarter  than 
could  poflibly  have  been  hoped  lor  or  expe<5led,,and  that  con- 
fequently  the  fpeech  not  only  aflcrts  a  falfehood,  but  throws 
afalfe,  unjuft,  illiberal  cenfure  upon  his  Majefly's  fervants, 
the  commanders  employed  Intheferviceofthe  Crown,  which 
ought  alone  to  fall  upon  the  miniilry. 

What  does  the  fpeech  fay  next  ?  It  fays  that  the  commif- 
lipners  fent  out  to  America  have  been  equally  ceufurable  in 
not  executing  the  PLANS  of  PARLIAMENT;  what 
were  thofe  plans  of  Parliament,  for  I  never  heard  of  then[i 
before  in  this  Houfe  ?  what,  that  the  commiifioners  lliould 
be  fent  out  in  the  dark  as  to  every  thing  intended,  was  that 
the  plan  of  Parliament? — That  General  Clinton  (hould 
leave  Philadelphia  without  their  having  two  hours  warning, 
and  that  diftrufl  fhould  be  faddled  on  them  the  moment  of 
their  arrival,  was  that  the  plan  of  Parliament?  That  they 
Ihould  offer  terms  of  reconciliation  equally  degrading  to  this 
country  and  uplikely  to  be  liftened  to  by  Congrefs,  was  that 
the  plan  of  Parliament  ?  I  never  heard  of  thofe  plans  before ;» 
and  I  now  difplaim  all  fliare  in  them,  if  there  were  any  of 
that  kind :  Parliament  formed  no  plans,  but  the  miniftry 
jdid,.  and  we  fee  what  they  were  ;  and  the  fpeech  is  a  LIBEL 
upon  Parliament  when  it  attributes  to  us  fuch  pitiful  plans  ; 
ihe  fpeech  is  flanderous  and  libellous  in  calling  them  plans  of 
iParliament. 

Of  all  the  commanders  employed  by  the  prefcnt  niiniftry, 
of  all  the  officers  who  have  ferved  under  them,  let  mp  afk 
where  there  is  one  who  has  not  quarrelled  with  them  and  left 
fhem  in  difguft  ?  In  what  fmgle  inltance  have  the  miniftry 
fucceeded  ?  And  no  miniftry  was  ever  uniformly  upfuccefs- 
ful  that  did  not  plan  unwifely  :  but  there  is  2Lfpirit  of  dijcord 
among  them  that  fruftrate?  every  thing  ;  the  mooient  any 
|>erfon  is  appointed  to  a  command^  from  that  moment  the 
jminidry  fct  themfelves  againft  him,  froqi  that  moment  he  is 
count epded,  and  at  laft  forced  to  throw  it  up  ;  happy  if  he 
can  retire  from  their  fervice  before  his  reputation  Is  loft  in 
thofe  «xpedi,tions  which  they  firft  abfurdly  plan  in  the  teeth 
of  every  difficulty,  and  afterwards  will  not  fuffer  to  be  exe- 
jcuted.  There  is  ^Jpirit  ofdifcord  in  the  conftiHrtion  of  the 
prefent  miniftry  which  muft  ever  havc^the  fame  effeft,  and 
'  '  "      '  for 
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for  ever  prevent  any  thing  fucceeding  under  their  hands ; 
that  fpirit  of  difcord  in  the  miniftries  of  this  country  has 
been  the  charafleriftie  of  the  prcfent  reign,  but  it  never 
ilouriflied  in  greater  perfe£lion  than  at  prefent ;  the  mini« 
ftry  of  to-day  have  exceeded  all  that  went  before  them  in 
that  refpeft  ;  it  has  pervaded  every  branch  of  the  fervice 
of  the  country,  and,  weak  and  difunited  among  themfelves, 
.disjointed  and  torn  afunder,  they  laugh  at  oppofition,  and 
call  upon  us  for  unanimity.  His  late  Majefty  was  not  one 
of  thofe  princes  whom  hiftory  dignifies  with  the  title  oi 
hero,  yet  this  country  never  was  at  a  higher  pitch  of  glory 
than  during  the  later  part  of  his  reign  ;  becaufc  it  was  go- 
V6rried  by  a  miniftry  fo  formed  as  to  have  in  its  conftitution 
the  principles  of  fuccefs,  and  forming  one  entire  whole ;  a 
miniftry  who  knew  the  interefts  of  their  country,  who  were 
unanimous  in  the  cabinet,  uniting  in  themfelves  thofe  cir- 
cumflances  which  point  out  the  proper  natural  ariftocracy 
of  this  country,  and  fupported  by  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion. What  a  melancnoly  contraft  does  the  fituation  of  the 
empire  under  that  miniftry  form  with  the  prefent,  how  will 
it  appear  under  the  pen  of  fome  future  niftorian,  equal  to 
thofe  of  the  prefent  day,  if  any  fuch  (hall  hereafter  arife^ 
whofe  fubjefl:  (hall  be,  not  the  glory,  but  the  fall  of  the 
Britifli  empire.  Have  the  minifters  no  regard  to  the  fame 
of  a  mafter  who  has  facrificed  every  thing  to  their  emolument 
or  ambition  ?  Will  they  entail  infamy  upon  his  name,  after 
having  robbed  him  of  half  his  people  r  Inftead  of  being  ce- 
lebrated for  thofe  virtues  and  abilities  which  have  extri- 
cated ftates  from  dangerous  convulfions,  how  will  it  fear 
the  eye-balls  of  the  Prince  to  fee  the  decline  of  his  empire 
dated  from  his  acceftion,  and  its  fall  completed  within  his 
fingle  reign!  His  private  virtues  will  in  the  lapfe  of  tinje 
be  forgotten  or  overlooked,  the  charaSer  of  the  man  will  be 
loft  in  the  charafter  of  the  monarch,  and  he  will  be  marked 
and  handed  down  to  the  lateft  pofterity  as  the  lofer  of  his 
empire. 

His  Majefty  in  the  fpeech  takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  and 
ufes  a  great  deal  of  labour  to  (hew  that  there  is  good  caufe 
for  arming  againft  France ;  his  Majefty  might  have  been 
faved  that  trouble ;  there  is  caufe,  and  caufe  enough,  to  go  to 
war  with  France  ;  there  was  caufe  long  enough  ago  ;  and  that 
correfpondence  with  America,  which  uie  fpeech  calls  clande^ 
Jiiney  has  been  known  years  to  every  one  of  his  fubjedls : 
when  was  it  the  miniftry,  in  their  penetration^  found  out  this 
'     B4  clandeftim 
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ilandefiine  corrcfpondence  ?  but  now  that  they  acknowledge 
it  is  neceflary  to  go  to  war  with  France,  what  power  have  we 
to  aflift  us  ?  I  Tee  none  mentioned,  I  hear  of  no  alliance  : 
thexe  is  no  man  who  has  a  higher  opinion  of  the  fpirit  or  xt* 
fources  of  this  nation  than  I  have ;  but  you  cannot  enter  into 
a  new  war  alone  \  -  this  nation^  is  not  able  to  fight  the  whole 
worlcj  at  once,  and  yet  you  hear  not  a  word  of  any  ally  or  ot 
any  fupport :  this  one  circumftance,  if  there  were'  00  other, 
is  fucn  a  damning  proof  of  the  incapacity  and  inability  of 
the  prefent  miniftry,  that  I  never  will  give  my  vote  to  anad- 
drefs  which  pledges  this  Hon fe  for  the  fupport  of  future  mea^ 
fures  which  the  prefent  minifiers  are  to  advife  and  direft. 

Look  what  your  fituation  is  now  and  what  it  was  at  this 
time  laft  year  :  what  did  the  minifters  then  (ay  and  what  have 
they  fince  done  ?  they  told  you  in  the  month  of  November 
ihat  the^e  were  thirty-five  fail  of  (hips  then  ready,  and  feveti 
more  in  great  forwardnefs,  to  be  fit  for  fea  in  the  month  of 
pecember ;  now  this  account  muft  have  been/i^,  for  in 
March  you  had  only  twelve  fent  to  America  with  Admiral 
Byron^  and  Mr.  Kcppel  had  only  twenty ;  that  makes  thirty- 
two  only^  ten  fliort  of  the  number  they  themfelves  ftated  iq 
you,  fo  that  the  account  given  in  them  muft  have  been  fdlje; 
or  if  they  will  fay  that  it  was  ru)t  falfe,  and  that  the  other  ten 
went  to  different  ftations,  which  1  do  not  believe,  then  was 
the  admiralty  fitting  idle  from  November  to  March,  without 
|>utting  one  more  (hip  in  forwardnefs,  for  more  than  three 
months,  during  which  time  France  was  employed  folely  in 
fitting  out  ileets  in  all  quarters  fuch  as  fhe  never  had  before. 
They  ftated  your  fleet  then  to  be  infinitely  fuperior  to  that 
of  France,  or  of  Spain,  fuperior  to  them  both  together,  but 
infinitely  fuperior  to  cither  of  them  feparately';  that  you  were; 
infinitely  fuperior  to  them  on  every  ftation;  and  yet,  notwith« 
ilanding  all  this  fuperiority  at  home  and  abroad,  Mr.  Keppel 
was  fent  out  with  only  twenty  fail  to  meet  thirty  fhips  of 
the  enemy,  and  every  poflible  chance  given  them  of  being 
deftroyed  :  notwithftandirg  our  fuperiority  and  forwardnefs, 
Mr.  feyron  was  not  fent  after  Monfieur  D'Eftaing  (who 
went  out  the  13th  of  April),  until  the  5th  of  May ;  and  not- 
withftanding  our  fuperiority  in  every  quarter,  the  noble  Lorc< 
who  commanded  in  America  was  left  without  reinforce- 
ment] without  even  notice  of  the  motions  of  the  French,  to 
fall  a  prey,  if  fortune  and  his  own  condudl  had  not  prevented 
it,  to  the  fleet  of  France.  But  the  whol^  of  their  condu3  i$ 
well  koQWHt  to  the  world :  muft  I  mention  the  fendi  ng  of  a  fleet 
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of  tranfports  into  the  Delaware  after  Philadelphia  had  been 
evacuated)  a  fleet  upon  which  the  exiftence  of  the  army  de- 
pended, and  which  nothing  but  the  mod  extraordinary  acci- 
dent could  have  faved;  need  I  mention  the  abandoning 
Philadelphia,  the  taking  and  keeping  of  which  had  cod  k> 
much— but  indeed  1  will  give  fome  degree  of  merit  to  that,  as 
far  as  it  was  undoing  what  had  been  done,  thofe  are  the  only 
jneafures  in  which  the  miniftry  ever  had  my  approbation-— 
yet  if  it  was  to  be  done,  Sir,  why  did  not  the  Commiflioners 
know  it  ?  why  were  they  fent  out  in  ignorance,  and  expofedas 
wanting  the  confidence  of  their  employers  f  on  the  moment 
of  their  appearance  they  were  landed  among  the  people  with 
whom  they  were  to  enter  into  a  negociation  of  mutual  faith 
with  the  feal  of  fufpicion  fixed  upon  their  commiiffion  :  hero 
again  broke  out  the  fpirit  of  the  admi nitration,  that  fpirit'of 
difcord  which  we  never  loofe  fight  of ;  what  opinion  after  this 
muft  America  have  of  the  Commiffioners  ?  how  were  they  to 
venture  to  treat  with  them  ?  There  was  only  one  of  the  Com* 
miffioners  who  could  have  had  the  ear  of  the  people  ia 
America ;  he  alone  of  the  Commiflioners  had  been  their 
friend  in  Great  Britain  ;  he  was  acquainted  with  the  temper 
of  the  province  of  Penfylvania  ;  he  built  his  hopes  in  gomg 
put  alone  upon  the  temper  of  that  province,  and  the  moment 
he  was  landed  you  left  it ;  you  carried  him  away  with  you, 
^nd  left  thofe  who  were  ill-jiidged  enough  to  be  your  friends 
to  fall  an  undefended  facrifice  for  theiij^  attachment :  there 
again  the  fpirit  of  diftruft  and  difcord  appeared  ;  no  (lep$ 
were  fuiFercd  to  be  taken  towards  a  reconciliation  ;  no  plao 
was  formed,  no  hopes  conceived  in  any  fide,  except  the  hopes, 
by  amufing  the  Houfe,  to  get  over  the  fellion  here  at  home. 
How  all  the  fchemes  of  the  miniftry  have  been  formed,  judge 
from  their  iflue,  but  look  for  a  minute  how  critically  iU- 
timed  has  been  erery  attempt :  terms  of  reconciliation  were 
offered,  when  ?  at  a  time  when  you  had  been  baffled,  at  a 
time  when  you  were  fubdued,  at  a  time  when  they  had  or- 
dered vour  army  into  fuch  a  fituation  that  it  was  obliged  to 
capitulate:  was  that  a  moment  to  be  chofen  to  offer  terms  } 
tut  look  back  to  what  the  noble  Lord  has  told  you  himfelf  ; 
he  always  intended  a  reconciliation,  be  always  looked  after  a 
peace,  and  kept  it  in  view  ;  did  he  then  engage  you  in 
a  civil  war  with  your  brethren  in  America  till  he  mould  be 
tired  of  an  adive  fcene  of  adminiftration  ?  where  was  tb^ 
ufe  of  entering  into  a  war  for  a  peace  which  you  had  offer- 
ed to  you  without  it  ?  but  he  will  tell  you.  no,  it  was  to 

find 
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|ipd  the  beft  time  to  make  your  peace,  to  find  the  beft  mo- 
ment to  propofe  your  terms  \  he  looked  for  that  moment,  he 
was  on  *be  watch  for  fuch  a  moment,  and  you  fee  the  glo- 
rious golden  opportunity  he  fixed  upon  for  the  deliberate  ex- 
ecution of  a  concerted  plan  :  Good  God,  Sir,  are  thefe  hands 
inio  which  you  will  truft  the  fate  of  your  empire  ;  who  can 
liflcn  to  fuch  fads  without  indignation  and  contempt  of  fuch 
a  miniftry,  and  what  man  will  join  in  an  addiefs  to  keep  mi- 
f>ifters  in  office  who  are  capable  of  fuch  mifmanagement, 
and  fuch  plans  of  operation  for  a  war  ? 

I  am  forry  I  have  again  turned  my  eyes  to  the  bufinefs  of 
Saratoga  ;  the  ftate  of  that  army  is  a  melancholy  fight ;  lan- 
gui filing  under  the  power  of  a  fet  of  men  who  have  violated 
every  idea  of  public  faith :  I  muft  take  this  opportunity,  to 
fey,  that  I  think  the  condudl  of  the  Congrefs  is  blameable  in 
the  higheft^  and  that  they  have  departed  from  every  principle 
thaj  ought  to  bind  men,  in  the  cafe  of  that  army :  but  I  will 
no  longer  dwell  on  what  is  paft,  I  will  look  to  the  future  :  I 
Kave  done  with  detail,  and,  with  the  p^rmlffion  of  the  Houfe, 
I  will  in  a  few  words  give  my  general  idea  of  the  war  which 
we  are  now  to  epgage  m. 

You  have  now  two  wars  before  you,  of  which  you  muft 
choofe  one,  for  both  you  cannot  fupport ;  the  war  againft 
America  has  been  hitherto  carried  on  againft  her  alone,  uir 
aflifted  by  any  ally  whatever ;  notwithftanding  flie  iioo^ 
^done,  you  have  been  obliged  uniformly  to  encreafe  your 
exertions,  and  to  pufti  your  efforts  in  the  end  to  the  extent 
of  your  power,  without  being  able  to  bring  it  to  any  iffue  ; 
you  have  exerted  all  your  force  hitherto  without  efFeft,  and 
YOU  cannot  now  divide  a  force  found  already  inadequate  t<> 
Its  objefl: :  my  opinion  is  for  withdrawing  your  forces  from 
America  entirely,  for  a  defenfive  war  you  never  can  think 
€>f  there  of  any  fort :  a  defenfive  war  would  ruin  this  na- 
tion at  any  time  and  in  any  circumftances ;  ofFenfiye  war 
is  pointed  out  as  proper  for  this  country  ;  our  fituation  points 
it  out,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  impels  us  to  attack  ra- 
ther than  defence  ;  attack  France,  then,  for  ifhe  is  your  ob- 
jefl  y  the  nature  of  the  war  is  quite  different  \  the  war 
againft  America  is  againftyour  own  countrymen,  you  have 
fiopped  me  from  faying  your  fellow  fubjefts ;  that  againft 
France  is  againft  your  mvcterate  enemy  and  rival :  every 
Wow  you  ftrikc  in  America  is  againft  yourfelves,  it  is  againft 
all  idea  of  reconciliation,  and  againft  your  own  intereft, 
though  you  Ihould  be  able,  as  you  never  wilt,  to  force 

them 
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ihem  to  fubmit ;  every  ftroke  againft  France  is  of  advan<>- 
l,age  to  you  ;  the  more  you  lower  the  fcale  in  which  France 
lays  in  the  balance,  the  more  your  own  rifes,  and  the  more 
the  Americans  will  be  detached  from  her  as  ufelefs  to  them  e 
even  your  vidlories  over  America  are  in  favour  of  France, 
from  what  they  muft  coft  yon  in  men  and  money;  your 
viSories  over  France  will  be  felt  by  her  ally  ;  America 
muft  be  conquered  in  France,  France  never  can  be  con- 
ijuered  in  America.  The  war  of  the  Americans  is  a  war 
ifi pajjion  \  it  is  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be  fupported  by  the  molt 
powerful  virtues,  ]ove  of  liberty  and  of  their  country,  and^ 
^t  the  fame  time  by  thofe  paffions  in  the  human  heart 
which  give  courage,  ftrength,  and  perfeverance  to  man; 
tl^e  fpirit  of  revenge  for  the  injuries  you  have  done  them, 
of  retaliation  for  the  hardfhips  infli(fled  on  them,  and 
of  oppofition  to  the  unjuft  powers  you  would  have  cxer*- 
cifed  over  them  ;  every  thing  combines  to  animate  them  to 
this  war,  and  fuch  a  war  is  without  end  ;  for .  whatever  ob- 
ftinacy  enthufiafm  ever  infpired  man  with,  you  will  now 
find  it  in  America  :  n®  matter  w^.iat  gives  birth  to  that  en- 
thufiafm, whether  the  name  of  religion  or  of  liberty,  the 
cfFedis  are  the  fame ;  it  infpires  a,fpirit  that  is  ur>conquer- 
able  and  folicitous  to  undergo  difficulty,  danger  and  hardihip ; 
and  as  long  as  there  is  a  man  in  America,  a  being  formed 
fuch  as  we  are,  you  will  haye  him  prefent  himfelf  againft 
you  in  the  field.  The  war  of  France  is  of  another  fort ;  the 
war  of  France  is  a  war  of  intereft  ;  it  was  her  inicreft  firft 
induced  her  to  engage  in  it,  and  it  is  by  that  intereft  that 
Ihe  will  meafure  its  continuance  ;  turn  your  face  at  once 
againft  her,  attack  her  wherever  (he  is  expofed,  crufli  her 
commerce  wherever  you  can,  make  her  feel  heavy  and  im- 
mediate diftrefs  throughout  the  nation,  the  people  will  foon 
cry  out  to  their  government:  whilft  the  advantages  flie 
promifes  herfclf  are  remote  and  uncertain,  inflift  prefent 
evils  and  diftrefles  upon  her  fubjeds,  the  people  will  become 
difcontented  and  clamorous,  (he  will  find  it  a  bad  bargain 
having  entered  into  this  bufinefs,  and  you  will  force  her  to 
defert  an  ally  that  brings  to  much  trouble,  and  diftrefs,  and 
misfortune,  the  advantages  of  whofe  alliance  may  never 
take  efFeft ;  or  if  they  (hould  be  fubjedl  always  to  difturbance 
from  this  country,  which  it  always  ought  to  be,  and  which  I 
Jknow  you  are  able  to  give  if  you  once  get  your  hands  clear 
of  America.  What  is  become  of  the  ancient  fpirit  of  this 
nation  7  where  is  that  national  fpirit  that  ever  did  honour  to 

this 
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this  country  ?  have  the  prefent  minifters  fpent  that  too  witb 
almoft  the  laft  (hvlliog  of  your  money  ?  Are  they  not  afham- 
cd  of  the  temporizing  conduft  they  have  ufcd  towards 
France  ?  Her  correfpondence  vsrith  America  has  been  clan^ 
Afiine,  compare  that  with  their  condud  towardis  Holland 
fome  time  ago— but  it  is  the  chara£ieriftic  of  little  minds 
to  exa£t  in  little  things,  while  they  ihrink  from  tbeir  rights 
in  great  ones — the  condud  of  France  is  called  clandeftine  / 
look  back  but  a  year  ago  to  the  letter  of  one  of  your  fecre- 
taries  of  (late  to  Holland,  ^^  it  is  with  furprize  and  indig- 
nation" your  conduft  is  feen — in  fomething  done  by  a  petty 
governor  of  an  ifland — while  they  afFed  to  call  the  meafures 
of'  France  clandeftine  ;  this  is  the  way  the  mtnifters  fupport 
the  character  of  the  nation,  and  the  national  honour  and  glo-^ 
ry :  but  look  again  how  that  fame  Holland  is  fpoke  to  to- 
^y ;  even  in  your  correfpondence  with  her  your  littlenefs 

■  ti  ■■■  ■  pauper  et  exut uterque^ 
ProjecitampulIaSy  et  fefquipedalia  verba. 
From  this  you  may  judge  of  your  fituation,  from  this  you 
^iDay  know  what  a  flate  you  are  reduced  to :  how  will  the 
French  party  in  Holland  exult  over  you,  and  growftrong; 
the  will  never  continue  your  ally  when  you  meanly  crouch 
to  France,  and  do  not  dare  to  ftir  in  your  own  defence ;  but 
it  is  nothing  extraordinary  that  fhe  (hould  not  while  you 
keep  the  miniders  you  have ;  no  power  in  Europe  is  blind  ;. 
there  is  none  blind  enough  to  ally  itielf  with  weaknefs,  and 
become  partner  in  bankruptcy  ;  there  is  no  one  blind  enough 
to  ally  themfelves  to  obftiftacy,  abfurdify  and  imbecility^ 

For  thefe  reafons.  Sir,  I  am  againft  the  addrefs  upon  your 
table,  and  mo(l  heartily  concur  in  the  amendment  of  my  ho* 
Bourable  friend. 

X^rdGe^rge  Gordon.  I  ana  forry  to  rife  fo  fbon  after  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  in  oppofition  to  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  adminiftration  ;  and  i  am  more  efpecially  concern- 
ed that  it  (hould  be  againft  a  complimentary  addrefs  to  pur 
prefent  Sovereign,  moved  by  the  honourable  'member  on 
the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Lords  of 
trade  [Hon.  Charles  Greville],  and  feconded  by  that  very 
refpedable  Highland  chieftain,  the  thane  of  Cawdor  [Mr. 
Campbell.]  But,  Sir,  many  compliments  cannot  in  reafon 
be  expe£ted  from  the  friends  of  liberty  on  this^  fide  of  the 
JHotife  to  that  King  under  whofe  government  the  court  of' 
Qteat  Britain  has  Seen  fenderjed  contemptible  in  thb  eyts  of 

'  France, 
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France,  and  the  friencHhtp)  comniercey  and  ^(fiftance  ef  Ame- 
rica cut  off,  perhaps  for  ever,  from  his  fubje^ls. 

The  diftrefles  of  the  people  at  home,  and  the  negle£t  of 
their  pofleffions  abroad,  are  becoming  every  day  more  ap- 
parent and  intolerable,  which  render  it  impoffible  for  me^ 
as  one  of  their  repreferitativies,  either  to  compliment  his  Ma- 
jefty,  or  approve  of  his  conduft  in  fuch  circumftances, 
Inde^,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  compliment  his  Majefty  in  his  pre* 
fent  iituation,  would  tend  much  more,  in  my  opinion,  to 
illuftrate  the  fervility  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  to 
exemplify  to  the  world  any  bleflings  of  his  government. 

Woidd  his  Commons  congratulate  him  on  his  drawn-battle 
at  fea  ?  Would  they  congratulate  him  on  his  retreat  by 
land  ?  Will  they  compliment  him  on  the  diird  year  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  ?  Will  they  thank  hkn 
for  the  honours  and  emoluments  he  has  heaped  upon  his 
favourites  during  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  particularly 
on  the  noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribband  [Right  Hon.  Lord 
North],  the  oftenfible  minifter^  at  the  difmembcrment  of  the 
empire  i  Will  gentlemen  rejoice  and  be  glad  Sit  this  fre(h 
proof  his  Majefty  has  given  us  in  his  fpeech  of  his  gracious  - 
intention  to  carry  on  the  war  in  America  ?  Will  thev  declare* 
their  readinefs  to  impofe  more  taxes  on  their  conftituents  i 
And  will  they  anfwer  to  his  Majefty  for  the  people  paying^ 
them  without  a  revolt  at  home  ? 

I  mention  the  poilibility  of  a  revolt  at  home,  becaufe  oui' 
conftiiuents  have  borne  much  already  ;  they  have  been  pa- 
tient and  of  long-fuiFering.  They  have  felt  a  gradual  im- 
pofition  of  taxes,  till  they  have  become  an  intolerable  op- 
preflion  ;  they  have  feen  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  laviflietl 
in  penftons,  to  the  moft  exceptionable  charaders.  They 
have  feen  their  trade  with  America  cut  off;  and  they  have 
had  a  fuccefsful  example  of  their  fellow  fubje£ls  revolting 
from  the  expenfive  government  of  England,  to  the  protec- 
tion of  a  wife.and  virtuous  Congrefs. 

All  thefe  heavy  calamities,  with  many  more,  which  it 
would  be  tediou3  to  enumerate,  have  been  brought  upon  this 
country  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  prefent  King ;  which  make 
me  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  juft  now  a  proper  time  to  ap« 
plaud  his  wifdom,  or  fupport  his  counfellors« 

Much  has  been  faid  of  his  Majefty's  counfellors — I  have 
oppofed  them  in  parliament  with  great  conftancy  and  firm- 
fiefs,  and  entertain  as  bad  an  opinion  of  their  pubH^  capa-^/ 
aity  as  any  gentleman  on  this  fide  of  the  Hoyfe  <fo9s.    dux 
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they  are  his  Majdly's  chofen  fcrvants,  whom  he  has  been 
colieRitig  from  thedifFcFent  parties  ever  fince  his  acceflion— ^ 
men,  I  prefume,  after  his  own  heart. 

They  proceeded  in  the  war  with  our  colonies  according  to 
his  wiihes,  and  America  is  now  nearly  loft  to  Great  Britain* 
Their  unhappy  mifcondu6l  has  rendered  them  contemptible 
to  many  of  their  fellow- fubje<5ls,  and  they  have  now  little  to 
depend  on  but  his  Majefty's  favour  and  firmnefs.  Yet,  Sir, 
I  fee  no  profpeft  of  a  real  change  ;  for  I  don't  believe  his 
Majefty  will  be  guilty  of  the  ingratitude  to  abandon  fat  this 
crifis)  his  obedient  fervants  in  their  diftrefs  ;  and  I  do  not 
hear,  or  know,  that  the  people  are  about  to  choofe  a  Congrefs, 
or  proclaim  a  proteSor. 

The  timeS)  m  my  humble  opinion,  call  aloud  for  a  ftrong' 
lemonftrance  to  the  King,  fetting  forth  our  unparalleled 
grievances  under  his  Majefty's  government.  When  the  pec 
pie  (hew  an  inclination  to  demand  redrefs,  I  will  accompan^y 
ihcm  with  the  greateft  pleafure ;  but  I  will  not  be  feen  com- 
plimenting when  we  (hould  be  calling  to  account. 

I  am  afraid.  Sir,  I  fpeak  too  loud,  as  that  may  give  an 
appearance  of  paflion  to  what  I  alTurc  the  Houfe  are  my  mod: 
deliberate  fentiments.  I  will  fay  no  more  at  prefent,  but 
hope  to  fee  you  rife  yourfelf,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  greatnefs 
of  your  authority,  and  oppofe  this  defigning,  mifchievous 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  will  be  doing  great  honour  to 
your  own  fituation,  and  to  the  character  of  the  Houfe^  and 
to  the  dignity  of  the  people— whom  God  preferve! 

Mr.  Penion  faid,  he  could  not  fit  flill  and  hear  things  urged 
fo  very  ftrongly  upon  fo  little  ground.  The  navy  was  by  no 
means  in  the  ftate  which  had  bedn  reprefented.  There  were 
thiity  ftiips  of  the  line  under  Admiral  Keppel,  twelve  under 
Admira^  Byron,  three  in  the  Weft  Indies,  one  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  one  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  one  at  Newfoundland, 
befides  tlwee  in  the  docks  and  fit  for  fea. 

Sir  yohn  IVrotteJley  aiked,  if  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  for 
unanimity  againft  France  ?  If  it  was  for  war  with  Ame- 
rica, he  could  not  give  his  approbation  to  it.  All  that  could 
be  done,  he  faid,  had  been  done.  If  50,000  Ruffians  were 
fent  they  could  do  nothing.  He  thought  New  York, 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  Halifax,  Ihould  be  garrifoned,  and  the 
reft  of  the  army  brought  away.  He  concluded  by  reproba-* 
ting  the  terms  offered  by  the  commifTioners. 

Hon.  James  Luttrell  obferved,  that  the  addrefs  propofed, 
ai:.d  the  argusnents  made  ufe  of  to  enforce  it,  feemed  to.  re- 
turn 
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turn  back  to  a11«  the  former  errors  relative  to  the  conqtieft  of 
America ;  that  indeed  it  like  wife  breathed  a  fpirit  of  menace 
and  refentment  againft  France,  well  becoming  what  Great 
Britain  formerly  Was,  well  becoming  what  all  men  now  wifli 
it  to  be,  but  very  ill  becoming  a  country  reduced  to  its  pre- 
fent  fituation,  by  minifters  who  never  yet  fucceeded  in  any 
plan  relative  to  war  or  peace. 

He  admitted,  that  his  Majefty's  fole  wifli,  in  carrying  on 
the  war,  is  to  obtain  a  peace  confident  with  the  dignity  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  fubjed. ;  but 
that  all  men  muft  agree,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  expeft  an 
honourable  peace,  but  by  exerting  the  utmoft  vigilance  atid 
wifdom  in  the  plans  and  condudl  of  the  war,  in  cafe  the  pride 
and  elevated  hopes  of  France  (hould  induce  her  to  rcfufe  an 
honourable  accommodation  with  Great  Britain ;  and  he  was 
furprifed  that  any  gentleman  in  his  fenfes  fhould  propofc  to 
deceive  his  Majefty  fo  far,  as  to  fet  forth,  that  the  war-  is 
likely  to  be  carried  on  with  wifdom  and  vigour,  whilft  the 
condu<El  of  it  is  entruded  to  ihofe  minifters  who  planned  all 
our  pad  humiliating  campaigns  :  that  defeat  is  in  one  word 
ihe  hidory  of  this  campaign  ;  for  where,  is  it  poflible  to  look 
for  any  advantage  gained,  that  can  tend  to  humble  our  ene- 
mies ?  We  have  had  no  important  expeditions  againd  France  ; 
and  in  America,  we  have  been  obliged  to  rehnquifli  Phiia-* 
delphia ;  our  forces  confiderably  reduced  by  frequent  attacks, 
and  no  new  conqueft  acquired.  The  allies  of  America  have 
been  enabled  to  give  her  confiderable  affidance,  not  for  want 
of  fpirit  and  aftivity  in  our  commanders,  who  did  more- than 
could  be  expeded  from  men  in  their  fituation,  but  through 
the  mod  ftiameful  negle6l  of  adminidration ;  for  govern- 
ment had  full  and  timely  intelligence  of  D'Edaing's  failing, 
yet  he  was  fufFered  to  proceed  unmoleded  to  America,  where 
he  blocked  up  the  Britifli  fleet,  let  loofe  the  privateers  upon 
our  commerce,  took  and  dedroyed  fifty  or  fixty  fail  of  vef- 
fels,  had  leifure'  to  plan  expeditions  with  the  Americans, 
which  occafioned  the  death  of  our  brave  troops,  who  fell  in 
defending  Rhode- Ifland;  harfafled  and  didreifed  us  for  4 
whole  campaign,  and  then  retired  without  the  lofs  of  a  An- 
gle (hip  into  Bofton  harbour. 

Minidersat  lad  named  a  fquadron  tocounteraft  D'Edalng, 

•   but  fuch  a  one,  that  we  find  no  two  fliips  were  able  to  keep 

company  together.     The  Ruflel  fent  home  in  didrefs ;  the 

red  icattered  like  wrecks  upon  the  wedern  ocean,  unable  to 

contend  with  the  common  incidents  of  a  voyage  ]  the  Admi- 

lar* 
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rars  fliip  left  unfupported  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken  : 
in  fhorty  a  fquadron  employed  a  whole  campai^  to  overtake 
an  enemyy  that  could  never  have  pafled  the  Straights  of  Gib- 
raltar»  had  our  Mediterranean  fleet  been  timely  reinforced^  or 
Byron  ordered  to  fea,  inftead  of  detaining  his  ibips  for  the 
pageantry  of  a  baval  review.  What  heroes  upon  earth ,  z€t^ 
mg  under  the  orders  of  fuch  an  adminillrationy  could  pofli- 
bly  lead  us  on  to  vi^ory  ?  What  nation  can  be  taught  to  re* 
fpe£t  and  (land  in  awe  of  Great  Britaiu»  whilft  its  councils 
counteradl  its  natural  courage  and  mifapply  its  refources. 

He  would  not  admit  that  our  navy  at  home  has  hitherto 
been  fuperior  to  that  of  France  i  for  we  ought  not  merely  to 
judge  by  numbers,  but  alfo  by  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
fhips.  In  that  refpeft  the  French  were  fuperior  ;  they  were 
clean  out  of  port,  and  fome  of  ours  had  been  eighteen  months 
off  the  ground  ;  that  if  the  BritiQi  fleet  had  been  clean,  AdcDi- 
ral  Keppel  could  not  have  been  fo  many  days  looking  at 
the  Breit  fleet  without  being  able  to  come  up  with  it,  ndir 
forced  to  attack  in  a  general  chace,  which  fcatters  and  ex^ 
tends  your  line,  whilfl:  theirs  are  drawn  up  to  receive  it  wkh 
one  continued  battery  and ,  wall  of  fire.  It  ended  in  dif- 
abling  one  half  of  our  fleet,  before  the  other  half  could  get 
into  a£tion. 

That  the  admiralty's  refuiing  to  proted  our  valuable  poC* 
feflions  in  the  Wed  Indies  as  fufliciently  as  in  the  lad  war^ 
could  only  arife  from  our  fleets  being  weakened  and  dinniA 
niflied,  which  was  the  more  inexcufable,  becaufe  the  nation 
had  granted  mod  liberally  and  profufely  to  drengthen  and 
increafe  our  navy,  fum3  amounting  within  thefe  feven  years 
to  nearly  twice  as  much  as  the  feven  years  of  the  lad  glorioos 
war:  but  how  can  it  be  expe£fced,  that  the  fi/pplies  wtU-be^ 
laid  out  in  drengthening  our  armaments,  when  we  fuiFer  mioi^ 
dry  to  raife  money  upon  falfe  edimates  ?  for  it  was  fulljr 
proved  to  the  Houfe,  that  many  thoufands  of  pounds,  grant-^ 
cd  upon  our  journals  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  repairing  the- 
Dragon,  and  feveral  other  (bips  of  force,  did  not  prevent- 
thofe  fhips  from  being  fufFered  to  rot  and  decay,  though  wo' 
were  then  on  the  eve  of  a  French  war.  i  v 

That  Dominica  was  a  very  heavy  lofs  to  this  country ;  and 
the  pnlv  conqued  we  had  made  was  the  little,  paltry»  foiiig-* 
gling  iAands,  St.  Pierre's  and  Miquelon,  which  produce/iMiiP 
thins  but  rocks  and  dwarf  fpruce  trees.  The  French 'Ijjlewr«^- 
foun^land  iifliery  is  on  the  northern  part  of  the  coafl^^tad 
St.  Pierre's  on.  the  fouth^weft  coad>  uader  the  ejpot.iof  rour 

^Xetllert^ 

■         '*  -' 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  17 

fettlcrs,  and  was  never  a  place  of  ftrcngth  or  value ;  the 
French  might  as  well  make  the  Ifle  of  Man  the  objedl  of  a 
campaign^  as  Great  Britain  in  having  for  its  objeft  thofe  in- 
fignificant  iflands.  If  we  have  not  the  means  to  aim  at  more 
exteRlivc  conqueft,  are  we  fit  for  war  ?  Or  can  we  too  much 
cenfure  miniftcrs,  who  made  the  war  unavoidable,  without 
firff  putting  us  in  a  condition  to  maintain  the  reputation  of 
the  Britilh  arms,  and  fecure  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts 
from  falling  an  eafy  acquifition  to  our  enemies  ? 

That  we  never  can  obtain  an  honourable  peace  from  France 
whilll  we  continue  to  aft  as  if  nothing  elfential  to  the  cotn- 
merce  and  confequence  of  Great  Britam  is  at  ftake,  but  thir- 
teen provinces  of  America  ;  that  to  conquer  France  in  Ame- 
rica is  imprafticabie,  becaufe  of  the  great  cxpence  of  fiipply- 
ing  our  fleets  and  armies  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  whilft  theirs  are 
victualled  and  furniflied  by  the  Americans  ;  that  our  Esfft  and 
Weft  Indies  are  defencelefs  for  want  of  a  navy ;  and  every 
thing  that  can  be  called  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies  in 
the  utmoft  danger.  He  would  not  agree  to  treat  the  independen- 
cy of  America  as  a  new  confideration  ;  for,  he  contended,  that 
few  men  in  England  doubted  that  independency,  when  it  was 
known  that  France  had  figned  the  treaty.  We  grafped  at  any 
thing  that  talked  of  peace,  but  that  all  knew  the  conciliatory 
terms  were  offered  too  late.  All  felt  the  mifchief  was  done, 
tod  paft  recalling.  As  to  minifters  who  loft  America,  it  was 
then,  and  is  now  a  time  for  impeachment.  As  to  meafures, 
it  ought  then,  and  ought  now  to  be  the  aueftion,  whether 
America  is  ftronger  or  weaker  than  when  Ine  defeated  you, 
whether  our  refources  are  greater  or  lefs,  whether  the  objedl 
contended  for  is  worth  the  vaft  price  we  fet  upon  it  ?  In  fliorr, 
whether,  to  gratify  an  inhuman  revenge  upon  America,  we 
(hall  fufl^r  the  minifters  to  ruin  Great  Britain  ? 

In  the  prefent  defpcrate  fituation  of  affairs,  he  thought  it 
was  a  time  to  open  the  eyes  of  pur  deluded  Sovereign,  and 
Dot  to  flatter  him.  It  is  our  duty  to  advife  him  to  place  at 
the  helm  of  flare,  men  of  found  abilities  and  ftrid  integrity. 
He  trufted  that  fuch  minifters  might  be  found,  at  leaft  the 
hope  (hould  prevent  him  from  fupporting  the  wortt  minifters 
that  ever  governed  Great  Britain.  He  thought  that  Parlia- 
ment could  not  with  any  decency  or  honefty  endeavour  to 
perfuade  his  Majefty,  that  thofe  minifters  who,  by  weak  or 
wicked  councils,  had  brought  this  nation  to  its  prefent  ruiii, 
could  enable  his  Majefly  to  carry  on  the  war  fo  as  to  obuin 
an  honourable  peace :  but,  on  the  contrary,  lead  the  nation 
into  fuch  immenfe  expence,  and  blunder  the  operations  of 
war  into  fo  many  d^eats  and  difgraces>  that  Francet  Sv^vci^ 

Vol.  X.  C   •  ^ti\ 
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and  America,  might  didate  what  terms  they  *pleafc  to  Greait 
Britain,  whilft  bankruptcy,  mourning,  and  deipair  fill  the 
ftreets  with  cries  for  any  peace  whatfoever.  He  Ibould  there- 
fore vote  for  the  aiTJendm.ent. 

Mr.  fi«rr^// declared  his  approbation  of  the  amendtnent. 
The  ill  condudl  of  the  war  brought  on  the  wretched  meafure 
of  conimiffioners  ;  the  fources  ot  this  country  were  ftill  great, 
though  weakened  by  an  undecided  condufi. 

Nlr.  irUhes,  I  have  given  all  the  attention  of  which  I  am  ca- 
pable, to  the  fpeech  delivered  from  the  throne,  and  fince,accord- 
ing  to  our  forms,  twice  read  by  you,  Sir,  to  this  Houfe.     I  am 
imhappy  that  I  find  myfclf  obliged  to  remark,  that  there  are 
fcarcely  more  than  two  particulars  in  the  whole  fpeech,  from 
which  I  am  not  forced  to  withhold  my  affent.     They  are, 
that  we  are  called  together  in  a  conjun^ure,  which  demands 
our  mod  ferious  attention,  and  that  a  rcftoration  of  the  blef- 
fmgs  of  peace  ought  to  be  our  firit  wiih,  and  the  great  objeA 
of  our  endeavours.     The  coijjundlure,  Sir,  niuft  indeed  be 
allowed  to  be  moll  critical,  and  peace  is  not  only  deflrable 
now,  as  at  all  times,  but  at  the  prcfent  period  appears  of  ab- 
folute  neceility  to  fave  this  convulfed  (late  from  impending  ruin. 
Thus  far  I  believe  a  real  unanimity  prevails;  but  let  me  proceed. 
It  is  afked  by  feveral  gentlemen,  how  is  peace  now  to  be  ob- 
tained ?     Can  any  man  point  out  a  mode  of  reftoring  to  us 
that  blefEng  ?     I  will  hazard,  Sir,  an  opinion,  of  which  my 
own  mind  is  fully  convinced.     The  meafure  appears  to  me 
the  only  poffiblc  way  of  falvaiion  to  this  country  inthe  prc- 
fent dreadful  dilemma  ;  a  dilemma  into  which  we  have  been 
precipitated  by  minifters,  whofe  condu£l  calls  for  the  ftrifteft 
inquiry,  and  the  forfeit  of  whofe  heads,  if  the  guiltlie$  at 
their  door,  can  be  but  a  poor  amends  to  a  ruined  nation..- The 
propofition  is  indeed  mod   humiliating,  but,  if  founded,  in 
neceffity,  the  confequent  national  difgrace  is  folely  to  be  at- 
tributed to  thofe  who  created  that  neceffity.     I  believe  :ibe 
acknowledgment  of  the  independency  of  the  revolted: colo- 
nies is  the  only  meafure  which  can  re-eftablilh  the  public 
tranqiiillity.     I  fincerely  think  it  would  both  with  AcBeirica 
and  France,  and  probably  prevent  a  future  Span i(h.  war r.    It 
would  at  this  moment  perhaps  (hut  4he  temple,  of  Jmhis. 
From  the  tyranny  and  niad  condudl  of  an  iocapabtie  and 
wicked  adminiftration,  it  is  become  the  meafure  of  a;faiial 
:  neceffity,  if  we  are  in  earneft  to  preferve  in  any,  d^gF^  lof 
proljperity  what  remains,  if  we.  would  fave  our  country,  trom 
;  the  brink  of  ruin,  if  we  feek,to  avoid  abfolutc.  beggary  and 
bankruptcy.    An  univerfal  difcontent  now  prevails.     The 
pcoplp  have  no  confidence  in  admuiiftration.     They  are  de- 
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tefted  by  the  natiotii  and  therefore  continued  in  power.  We 
(igh  over  American  afl^irs,  and  all  parties  agree  in  lamenting 
that  fo  little  has  been  done  by  our  fleets  againA  France,  after 
fuch  an  amazing  expenditure  of  the  public  money  on  the  navy. 
The  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  who  moved  the  addrefs^ 
told  US)  that  the  Americans  were  determined  tofeparate  their 
rights  from  ours,  to  difiblve  all  connexions  between  us. 
The  fadl  is  truly  dated.  They  no  longer  coniider  themfelves 
as  embarked  with  us  on  board  the  fmking  veflfel  of  this  (tate. 
They  avoid  us,  as  a  tyrannical,  unprincipled,  rapacious,  and 
ruined  nation^  Their  only  fear  is,  that  the  luxury  and  pro- 
fligacy of  this  country  fhould  gain  their  people.  It  vras  a 
long  patience  and  forbearance  they  pradtifed  before  the  idea 
of  being  diflevered  from  the  mother  country  gained  ground 
among  the  Americans.  They  were  driven  into  it  by  our  in- 
juftice  and  violence.  Repeated  violations  of  their  rights,  ac- 
cujmulated  injuries,  wanton  infults,  and  cruelties,  (hocking 
to  human  nature,  have  brought  about  this  wonderful  revolu- 
tion. Now  it  appears  to  me  an  impoflibility  to  bring  back 
the  Americans  to  any  dependence  on  this  kingdom.  Their 
6rft  fleps  were  marked  by  temper  and  moderation.  They 
made  the  moft  humble  and  dutiful  fupplications  to  the  throne, 
but  at  laft  were  told,  that  no  anfwer  would  be  given.  From 
that  moment  their  minds  were  totally  alienated. .  At  the  be- 

Sinmng  of  their  juftifiable  refiftance  they  were  not  in  the 
^aft  terrified  Javi  formidlne  Martisy  when  only  peaceful  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  or  of  open  toWns  and  villages. 
Since  the  declaration  of  independence,  firmnefs  and  vigour 
have  governed  all  the  councils  of  the  Congrefs.  That  decla- 
ration was  made  at  a  moment,  which  proved  them  ftrangers 
to  fear,  and  in  their  idea  fuperior  to  all  the  efforts  of  which 
we  were  capable.  It  was  in  Jiily  1776,  immediately  after 
the  fafe  arrival  of  the  whole  fleet  of  tranfports,  viduallers, 
•and  ftore-fhips,  without  any  lofs  or  feparation,  and  aftet*  his 
^ajedy*s  troc^s,  under  the  command  of  General  Howe,  had 
been  landed  upon  Staten  Ifland,  without  any  oppofition  or 
interruption,  as  we  were  informed  by  our  own  Gazette.  From 
that  fatal  sbra  has  the  Gongrefs,  or  any  one  of  the  thireen  united 
ilates  difcovered  the>fainteit  wifli  of  returning  to  the  obedi- 
once  of  otir  Sovereign  \  No  man  will  be  bold  enough  to  af- 
fert  it*  On  the  contrary ,  thp  Americans  have  inCreafed  in 
theirbatred  of  us,  and  averfio^y  from  the  yoke  of  bondage 
which  we  were  preparing  f^r  them,  fince  we  have  brought 
into  thfi  q^uarrel  the  merceharies  (rf  Germany,  and  thd  fava- 
■  ■•   ■   C  »■■   .  '-•'  ges 
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ges  of  America,  fince  plunder  and  cruelty  have  marked  the 
progrefs  of  the  royal  army  and  its  allies. 

I  will  ftateour  prefent  fituation  with  refpeft  to  North  Ame* 
rica.  Torrents  of  noble  blood  have  already  flowed  in  this 
quarrel,  yet  the  few  conquefts  we  made  we  were  obliged  to 
abandon.  Towards  the  clofe  of  lad  year,  we  congratulated 
oorfelves  on  the  taking  of  Philadelphia,  which  was  then 
called  the  moil  important  city  of  Nortn  America,  the  feat  of 
the  vagrant  Congrefs,  in  the  infulting  language  of  admini-> 
ftration.  Before  the  prefent  year  is  half  expired,  purfua^nt  to 
his  Majefty's  inftruaions.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  evacuated  Phi- 
ladelphia at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  efcaped  tbfougii 
infinite  difficulties  to  New  York,  very  judicioufly  avoiding 
the  dire6l  road,  where  he  knew  the  enemy  were  in,  force. 
The  CongrefsL  returned  in  triumph  to  Philadelphia,  anjlopn* 
gratulated  the  inhabitants  of  North  America  on  the  impt^t^nt 
vi6lory  of  Monmouth  over  the  Britifb  grand  army,  and  the 
evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  as  they  had  before  done  on^the 
evacuation  of  Boiton  by  General  Howe.  They  have  brau^y. 
flood  all  the  dorms  of  adverfe  fortune,  and  are  now  almoit 
fure  of  out-riding  the  tempeft.  Sir,  the  Americans  have  fuf- 
fered  greatly,  but  their  fufferings  were  fupported  with  temper 
and  courage,  for  they  were  in  the  caufe  of  public  virtue. 
They  bore  adverfity  like  men  of  fixed  principle  and  honourt 
engaged  in  a  righteous  caufe,  and  determined  never  to  crouch 
tooppreflion.  The  war  on  their  fide  was  founded  in  the^ri- 
anary  ideas  of  felf-de fence  and  jullice.  It  is  truly  faidby  the 
great  Roman  hiitorian,  juflum  helium^  ^uibus  neceffarium^  et 
pia  anna^  quihus  nulla,  njfi  in  armisy  relinquiturfpes. 

What  is  their  prefent  fituation  ?  A  powerful  ally  has  de- 
clared in  their  favour.  The  French  declaration  goes  much 
beyond  what  gentlemen  feem  to  apprehend.  It  is  mentioned 
here  only  as  acknowledging  their  mdependence,  whereas  the 
preliminaries  announced,  at  Paris,  on  the  16th  day  of  Deceov* 
ber,  to  the  American  commiffioners  by  Monfieur  Gerard,  in 
the  name  of  his  Moil  Chridian  Majefty,  aiferted,  -that  be 
would  fupport  their  independence  by  every  r^ieans  in  his  power* 
After  tl)is  are  we  in  earned  when  we  affirm,  that  there  is  any 
probability  of  their  returning  to  our  obedience,  to  uncondir 
tional  fubmiffion,  or  to  any  fubmitfion  }  It  is  an  objedl  of  be* 
l-ief  too  grofs  for  the  fondeft  crediility,  for  ignorance  made 
drunk.  If  before  the  capitulatioa  at  Saratoga,  they  rejeded 
all  our  fpecious  offers,  are  any  offers  now  likely  to  be  ac« 
<:epted  ?  Or  ean  they  be  compelled  ?  Will  another  Britiih  an- 
my  ever  attempt  to  march  from  Montreal  to  Albany  ?  WiU 

the 
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the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Ifland  be  again  attacked?  Will 
Sir  Peter  Parker  ever  again  judge  it  advifeable  to  make  an  at- 
tempt upon  Charles  Town,  South  Carolina  r  Will  he  pro- 
mi  fe  that  if  the  troops  can  co-operate  in  the  attack,  his  Ma- 
jefty  will  again  be  in  pofTeffion  of  Sullivan*s  Ifland  ?  Will  any 
Englifh  general  command  in  America  an  army  better  difci- 
plined,  better  appointed  than  Sir  William  Howe's.  A  feries 
of  four  years  difgraces  and  defeats  are  furely  fufficient  to 
convince  us  of  the  abfolute  impoHibility  of  conquering  Ame- 
rica by  force,  and  I  fear  the  gentle  ineans  of  perfuaflon  have 
equally  failed.  We  have  therefore  only  the  dernier  refortof 
parting  with  our  old  friends,  who  can  no  longer  be  compelled 
or  perfuaded  to  ftay.  Policy  furely  warns  us  not  to  do  it  in 
a  manner  to  force  them  into  the  fchemes  of  our  ancient  ene- 
mies, to  weaken,  perhaps  ruin,  the  mother  country.  To  me 
it  appears  equally  unavailing  and  indecent  to  bring  a  railing 
accuifltion  againft  the  old  foe  of  this  kingdom,  to  talk  of  the 
malignant  defigns  of  France. 

No  plan  of  negociation.  Sir,  has  been  left  untried,  but  no- 
thing has  fucceeded  ;  for  we  find  by  the  commiflioners'  mani- 
fe{\o  of  Oftober  the  third,  that  they  refolved  on  the  decifive 
ftep  of  returning  to  England  in  a  few  weeks. 

After  the  fword  and  bayonet  of  hofiourable  warfare  had 
been  lifted  up,  after  the  fcal ping- knife  and  tomahawk  of  our 
aflTaflin-allies  had  been  (harpened  againft  our  fellow- fubjeds, 
peace  at  lafl  was  preached  by  our  miniiters,  and  a  commillion 
for  rcftoring  the  harmony  and  union  between  the  two  coun- 
tries was  determined  upon.  To  add  weight  and  dignity  to 
the  meafure,  the  two  houfesof  parliament  were  to  give  up  to 
this  important  fervice,  three  of  their  own  members^  as  he- 
ralds or  peace,  that  the  fanSion  of  a  part  of  the  legiflative 
body  might  create  an  additional  awe  and  reverence.  To  grace 
the  commiffion,  to  captivate  the  rude  members  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  and  Civilize  the  wild  inhabitants  of  an  unpolifbed  coun- 
try, a  noble  peer  [Earl  of  Carlifle]  was  very  properly  ap- 
fointcd  chief  of  the  honourable  embafly  to  the  Congrefs. 
lis  lordljiipy  to  the  furprize  and  admiration  of  that  part  of 
thc'*r*ew  world,  carried  with  him  a  green  ribband,  the  gentle 
manners,  winning  behaviour,  and  foft  infinuating  addrefsof 
a'rtrckiern  man  of  quality,  and  a  profetled  courtier.  The 
mufes  knd  graces,  with  a  group  of  little  laughing  loves,  were 
111  his^raSh,  aad  for  the  firft  tioie  eroded  tht^  Atlantick.  The 
feext  fii  the  commiffion  w^s  only  di ft inguilhed  by  a  fet  of 
prfaciple^  vvohdcfrfdHy  adapted  to  the  fpirit  of  coercion  and 
■'  :  *'   ''    '.  '^3  *   '      crud*y 
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cruelty  hitherto  prevailing,  the  principles  of  piinal  law*.  I 
jiave  only  heard  of  bne  other  principle  belonging  to  this  gen- 
tleman, the  principle,  as  well  as  pradice,  of  pafEve  obedi* 
ence  in  the  northern  department.  But,  Sir,  this  gentleoiaa 
carried  ^ith  him  the  real  fecret  of  the  negociation,  and  per- 
haps more  extenfive  powers  than  were  given  to  his  colleagues. 
He  knew  of  the  order  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  an  order  fa 
difgraceful  to  our  arms,  fo  contrary  to  found  policy,  long  be- 
fore it  was  fufpefted  by  either  of  the  other  commiifioners,  but 
he  would  not  truft  them.  The  other  [Governor  J ohnftone J 
commiflioner,  whp  went  from  among  us,  poifeffed  a  fuperior 
uiiderllanding,  an  happy  temper,  and  thorough  knowledge 
cf  b'jfinefs,  If  fuccefs  had  been  attainable,  1  am  peifuaded 
to  his  wifdom,  prudence,  and  temperate  conduft,  England 
bad  been  indebted  for  the  rcftoration  of  the  bleffingof  peace. 
But  alas  1  Sir,  all  the  fplendid  and  iniauthorifed  offerfl  of  the 
commiffioners  were,  without  hefitation,  rejefted.  The  happy 
moment  was  paffed.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows  the 
real  friendthip  I  bear  him,  and  the  efleem  I  have  of  his  rare 
and  amiable  qualities.  In  public  life  I  have  always  found 
him  manly,  firm,  and  coniiftent ;  in  private,  engaging,  fe- 
cial, and  friendly.  Through  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs  he 
has  followed  the  ftraight  path  of  duty,  and  held  one  uniform 
language  to  us  and  to  the  Americans.  I  have  been  fo  ufed  to 
fee  him  in  the  minority  here,  that  he  will  excufe  me,  if  I 
figure  to  myfelf  that  in  America  likewife  he  continued  in  ^ 
fninority  with  the  commiffioners,  and  that  many  things  were 
tranfafled  which  he  difapproved,  but  to  which  he  was  obliged 
to  fubmit.  He  might  thmk  hirpfelf  precluded,  as  we  ^re 
here  by  many  ftrange  ads  of  the  prefent  majority  of  this 
Houfe.  On  that  fuppofition  I  ihall  not  fcruple  to  treat  the 
proceedings  of  the  commiifioners  with  freedom,  and  bold 
myfelf  fecure  of  his  indulgence. 

I  mentioned,  Sir,  the  unauthorifed  offers  made  to  Con- 
grefs.  The  commiffioners  went  exceedingly  beyond  the 
powers  given  them  by  the  sl&.  of  parliament,  the  only  fource 
of  their  power.  Did  they,  Sir,  ^e  to  accept  fecret  powers 
from  the  crown  more  ample  than  thofe  granted  by  the  legifla- 
tare  ?  Their  condu£l  is  very  fufpicious,     {  well  remember, 

fix 

*  The  principles  of  penal  law,  a  large  odavo,  publiihed  by  White, 
in  Fleet-ftreet,  was  written  by  William  Eden,  cfq.  member  for 
Woodftock,  a  lord  of  trade,  one  of  the  under  fecretaries  of  .ftat« 
Ifer  the  northern  dejjartment,  and  auditor  aqd  one  of  the  dirdftorf 
pf  Greenwich  Hofpital, 
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fix  propofitions  were  held  out  to  Congrefs  by  the  commilRo- 
tiers'  letter  of  the  9th  of  June.  The  three  nrft,  to  confent 
to  a  ceffation  of  hortilitics  by  fea  and  land,  to  refiore  free  in- 
tercourfc  as  well  as  to  revive  mutual  afFedion,  and  to  extend 
every  freedom  to  trade  that  our  refpedive  interefts  can  re- 
quire, were  founded  in  the  authority  of  the  a6lof  parliament 
which  created  the  commiffion.  The  three  latt  were  a  diiedl 
lifurpation  on  the  rights  of  the  legiflative  body. 

An  offer  was  made  by  the  commiliioners  to  concur  in  mea- 
fures  calculated  to  difcharge  the  debts  of  America,  and  to 
raifc  the  credit  and  value  of  the  paper  circulation.  It  was 
artfully  worded,  but  perfeftly  underftood,  Sir,  both  in  Ame- 
rica and  at  home,  that  we  were  to  take  on  our  ihoulders, 
already  bowed  down  to  the  earth,  the  burthen  of  the  Ameri- 
can debts,  of  the  mighty  fums  raifed  by  Congrefs  to  fight 
their  battles  againft  us.  The  debts  of  the  two  countries  were 
to  be  confolidated  into  one  enorojous  mafs,  and  provided  fof 
by  a  complaifant  parliament  in  the  fame  manner.  So  ex- 
travagant an  idea  mud  fill  every  man  with  furprife  and  in- 
dignation. I  give  the  country  gentlemen  joy  on  this  occa- 
fion.  They  never  flinch  from  their  mafter,  however  unre- 
lenting he  may  prove  to  them,  to  tlieir  country.  They  will 
*  now  furely  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  tairnefs,  the  fm- 
cerity,  the  great  tenderncfs  and  kindnefs,  of  their  favourite 
minifler.  At  the  firft  rumour  of  aa  American  war,  the 
noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribband  exprefsly  held  out  to  them  a 
folid  and  fubflantial  revenue  by  the  taxation  of  America,  in 
aid  of  their  land  tax,  and  other  heavy  burthens.  Now,  fo 
far  from  attempting  to  lighten  their  load,  he  offers  America 
to  throw  on  the  (boulders  of  England  the  additional  weight 
of  all  her  accumulated  taxes.  The  mod  Ihort-fighted  6t  alt 
animals  is  undoubtedly  our  country  gentlemen  ot  the.  true 
Tory  breed.  He  has  fcarcely  the  fagacity  of  his  pointer. 
Formerly  he  was  very  ftubborn  and  reltifF,  and  could  not  be 
driven  forward.  Now  he  is  perfectly  tame,  fawns  on  his 
feeder,  and  is  eafily  managed.  Mr.  Pitt  firit  feized  him,  and 
after  fome  little  flruggling,  plunged  him  over  head  and  ears 
in  the  Oerman  war.  The  noble  Lord  has  gone  farther,  and 
tranfported  him,  weary  and  exhaufted,  beyond  tiie  Atlan- 
tick,  where  he  is  likely  to  continue  much  longer  than  he  wa& 
in  Germany. 

The  commiflioners  lik6wife  agreed  that  no  military  force 
fhould  be  kept  up  in  the  different  itatcs  of  North  America, 
withotitthe  content  of  the  general  Congrefs,  or  particular 
aifemblies.    This  was  in  efied  making  them  a  ibvercign, 

C  4  independent 
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independent  flatety  if  no  military  force  is  toCodjpel»fheTe- 
fx^&ory.f  or  queU  the  rebellious.  This  conceilion  is  certaiifiw 
ly,not  warranted  by  any  claufe  in  the  aft  appointing  oommtfr 
fioners,  and  was  a  raanifeft  imneceffapy  ufurpation  of  the 
power  of  ri\is  pliant  Parliament.  ■ 

The  laft  offer  is  a  grofs  affront  ta  the  very  being  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  the  people,  who  alone  can  conftitutea  Houfe 
of  Commons.  The  commiflioners  offer  a  reciprocal  depu^ 
tation  of  an  agent  or  agents,  from  the  different  dates,  who 
ihall  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  ;  or,  if  fcnt  from  Britain,  in  that  cafe  to 
have  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  affemblies  of  the  different  Itates 
to  which  they  may  be  deputed  rcfpedively,  in  order  to  attend 
the  fevcral  interefls  of  thofe  by  whom  they  are  deputed.  In 
the  three  conciliatory  acSs,  not  a  fyllable  is  to  be  found  'of 
any  fiich  intention  in  the  legiflature.  Were  agents  from  the 
different  ftates  of  America  to  have  a  voice  in  this  Houfe  to  * 
tax  Great  Britain,  when  by  the  fame  conciliatory  afts  they  " 
themfelves  and  America  could  not  be  taxed  ? 

.  It  is  poflible,  Sir,  that  the  commiffioners  might  be  as  little 
in  earneft  to  fecure  effeftually  to  the  Americans  what  was 
offered,  as  they  were  at  the  time  to  demonftratc  their  good 
f^ith*  They  ventured,  Sir,  to  affure  the  Congrefs,  that  the  - 
three  conciliatory  ads  paffed  with  fingular  una^iimity.  The 
contrary  is  known  to  be  fad.  I  now.  Sir,  fee  many  gentler- 
men  in  their  places,  whooppofed  all  the  three  bills.  When 
a  bill  of  great  importance  paffes  with  unanimity,  I  believe^  • 
Sir,  that  you  think  it  your  duty  to  give  it  a  farther  weight  by 
tl^e.  addition  of  a  nernine  contradicente  in  the  votes.  Iri  the 
voles,  Sir,  you  have  not  given  that  fanSion  to  any  of  the 
three  conciliatory  bills..  By  the  words  fmgiilar  unanimity, 
an  Englifbman  would  conclude  that  this  was  the lingular  in- 
ftapce  of  unanirnity  that  feflion,  in  refpedl:  to  the  three 
acis,  which  were  confidered  as  one,  and  paffed  on  the  fame 
day.  The  learned  Scottifli  fecretary  of  the  commiflioners, 
mufl  think  differently  ;  for  I  find  eight  inftances,  and  perhaps 
there  are  more,  in  the  fame  feflion,  of  refolutions  and  orders  ' 
paffed^  and  eptered  in  the  votes  nemlne  contradicente^  Of 
this  number  are  thofe  refpefling  the  calling  out  of  the  mUitiaf 
the  relieving  the  Roman  Catholics  from  certain  penalties 
and  difabilities,  and  Lord  Chatham's  annuity  ad.  _Witji 
the  fame  regard  to  truth,  he  makes  the  commiffioners  3eclare, 
in  |l:ieir  proclamation,  that  the  French  monarchy  ever  has 
beePi  and  in  its  conftitution  ever  muflbeaii  eneniy  to  alLfree-.^^ 
dopi  of  laws  and  religion.  I  qwD|  Si£>  I  waafurpri^d  kit  facd  ~ 

ail 
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an  afli^iosvCFPf?!  a  gentleman,  who  had  acquired  great  reputa^ 
tii^beyond  th0  Tweed,  as  profclTor  of  moral  philofophy  m 
tte  univeriity  of  Kdinburgh.  I.thought  that  the  French  na- 
tion wer^  formerly  called  Franks,  from  the  freedom  of  their 
conftitution :  I  have  read  in  the  beft  authors  *,  that  the  people 
of  France  wqre  wont  to  be  bound  by  fuch  la\vs  only  as  they 
h^  publicly  agreed  to  in  their  Parliaments,  and  that  the  people 
were  conful ted  about  the  heads  of  all  new  laws,  and  after 
they  had  given  their  confent,  they  fet  their  hands  and  fcais 
to  each  article.  Such  was  the  power  of  the  people,  till  the 
tyranny  of  their  kings,  in  later  times,  fwallowed  up  all  the 
rights  of  that  nation.,  I  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  this  di- 
greffion,  at  fo  late  an  hour,  but  it  was  on  a  favourite  to- 
pic, the  rights  of  the  people.  I  return  to  that  important 
ftate  paper,  the  letter  of  the  commiflioners  to  the  Con- 
grefs,  of  the  9ih  of  June.  The  letter  tells  them,  that, 
iiotwithdanding  the  pretended  date,  or  present  form  of  the 
French  offers  to  North  America,  yet  it  is  notorious,  that 
thefe  were  made  in  confequencc  of  the  plans  of  accommoda- 
tion previoufly  concerted  in  Great  Britain,  and  with  a  view 
to  prevent  our  reconciliation,  and  to  prolong  this  de(lru£live 
war.  This  fa<ft  too  ismis-ftated.  The  conciliatory  proportions 
were  not  made  by  the  noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribband,  tilt  - 
the  19th  of  February,  and  the  French  treaty  was  adually 
fjgped  the  6th  preceding,  and  the  preliminaries  were  agreed 
to  December  i6th.  The  Parliament  had  been  prorogued  from 
the  loth  of  December  to  the  20th  of  January,  notwithitand* 
ing  the  ftrong  oppofition  of  the  minority,  tor  in  that  period 
peace  might  have  been  obtained.*  The  truth  of  the  cafe  i$, 
that  France  trifled  with  the  Americans  till  after  the  news  of 
the  capitulation  at  Saratoga.  There  was  much  ill  hurtiour 
on  both  fides,  but  it  was  not  improved  on  our  part  as  it  ought 
to  have  been.  A  Britilh  general  and  an  entire  army  becom- 
ing prifoners,  made  her  believe  ferioufly  in  the  independence 
of  America.  Before  that  period,  (he  had  treated  it  as  vifio- 
natry,  amere  phantom  of  a  heated  brain.  The  weak,  infant 
conoe6lion  of  France  with  America  is  at  length  grown  into 
ftrefigth  and  maturity.  Spain  was  more  in  earneft,  and  from 
the  beginning  had  effedually  aflided  the  Congrefs  by  vail  fup- 

plies 


*;*  Lord  Molcfworth,  who  wrote  the  account  of  Denmark,  tran. 
flated  an  excellent  treatife  on  this  fubje^  of  the  famous  civilian^ 
Francis  Hotomaoy  called  Franco  Callia. 
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this  Houfe.  In  the  late  glorious  reign,  the  bounds  of  the 
empire  were  enlarged  in  every  qi-arter  of  the  world,  jmder 
the  aufpices  of  a  brave,  martial,  huntane,  and  heroic  Sove- 
reign, We  are  now  ignominicufly  driven  out  not  only 
from  fomeof  our  late  acquifiiions,  but  from  the  greater  part 
of  pur  ancient  pofTeflions.  .  The  enquiry  into  ihi5  fad  reyerfe 
is  furely  our  duly  as  the  grand  inq;;eft  of  the  nation. 

Some  remarks,  Sir,  were  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  feconded  the  amend m'»nt,  on  the  K»'r  publications 
from  the  families  of  two  noble  Earls.  He  thoui^ht  it  clear- 
ly proved  from  the  letter  of  the  Ton,  that  the  father,  f», 
long  fufpefted  of  guiding  the  meafures  of  the  date,  no  longi" 
er  poiTefled  any  controuling  power,  or  even  ferret  influence. 
He  avowed  an  unbounded  refped,  and  a  kind  of  'amily  r?-- 
gard,  to  the  noble  Lord.  I  have  the  misfortune  of  <i;r^V/ing 
in  this  inftance  very  widely  indeed  with  the  honoinabif  ^i;cn- 
tleman.  1  hold  the  public  charafler  of  the  noble  Lord  in  lit- 
ter abhorrence  ;  not  from  any  perfonal  injury,  not  from  a 
national  prejudice,  but  fiom  his  demerit  as  a  miniltcr.  He 
made  the  inglorious  pt^ce  of  I'aris. 

Ex  I  Ho  flue  re  ac  retro  Jublapja  referri 
Spes  Danaum  \fraffa:  vires. 

He  boafted  of  that  peace  in  a  great  aflembly.  I  heard  him 
declare,  that  he  gloried  in  it,  and  wiftied  it  might  be  infcri- 
bed  on  his  tomb-ltone,  Here  lies  the  man  who  mad«  the 
peace  of  Paris.  Theexpreflion  was  more  ihikingthan  origi- 
nal*, \iu\  the  fpecies  of  pride,  which  is  founded  in  deep  cri- 
minality^ 

*  The  original  expreflion  belonged  to  another  Scot,  a  Mr. 
Thomas  Scot,  one  of  the  Tyrannicides  who  was  executed  at  Cha- 
ring-Crofs,  Od.  17,  i66o.  In  the  second  volume  of  the  ftate 
triab  is  an  account  of  his  trial  and  execution, 

Sir  Thcophilus  Biddolph  sworn, 
.  Council.     Pray  tell  my  Lords  and  the  Jury    what  you   have 
heard  tbe  prifoner  fay,  touching  this  bufinefs  oi putting  the  King 
to  death.* 

Sir  Theophilus  Biddolph.  I  did  hear  him  confefs  that  he  4id 
fit  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the  late  King,  and  that  he  ^2^%  fo  ftit 
from  repenting  of  the  ad,  that  he  did  defire,  when  he  died,  that 
a  tomh.ftone  might  he  laid  over  him,  with  this  infcription.  Here 
lies  ThofMas  Scot,  wohu'erdjvdged  to  death  the  late  King.  p.    33 1  •  ' 

At  his  execution  the  Sheriff  interrupted  him.     Mr.  Scot   faid, 

fjhallfay  n9  more  hat  this,  that  it  is  a  very  mean  and  had  caufe  thai 

ijoillnit  bear  theiuords  of  a  djitxg  mani-  Thenhe  prayed,  wherein  he 

■     ■   •      ■  ■         ■■'■■■'  **    ■     ^  .  —  .  ..  has 
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indilftrefit  to  Wi  whether  you  think  proper  to  acknowledge 
her  independency,  or  to  call  her  children  your  fubje£ts»  and  her 
provincti  your  colonics ;  the  reft  of  the  world  would  hear 
thole  appcflktioftS  with  derifion.  You  will  not  be  able  \o 
enforce  any  one  a£t,  ekcept  where  your  armies  arc  quartered, 
and  your  fleets  ftutioned.  The  very  expence  of  thofc  fleets 
and  armies  muft  exhauft  this  ceuntry.  You  experienced 
this  for  four  years  with  raw,  undifeiplined  farmers  and  coun- 
trymen. You  are  now  to  combat  hardy  experienced  foldiers« 
Let  pride  therefore  yield  to  prudence  ;  withdraw  your  fleets 
and  armies,  give  up  this  unjuft,  barbarous^  and  deitrudive 
war,  and  enquire  who  deluded  you  into  this  unhappy  fyftem 
of  policy. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  Sir,  who  feconded  the  amend- 
ment, in  a  divine  ftrain  of  eloquence,  foarccly  paralleled^ 
never  furpafled  within  thefe  walls,  has  treated  the  fpeech 
with  merited  indignation.  He  pronounced  it  falfe,  demon- 
ftratedit  to  be  fo,  and  called  it  the  King's  libel  on  Parliament. 
His  was  a  mod  abundant  harveft.  He  has  left  me  a  very 
fmall  gleaning  i  only  refpeding  the  clandeftine  fupply  of 
arms  (aid  to  be  given  by  the  court  of  France  to  the  Americans. 
Sir,  it  was  not  clandeftine.  Frequent  and  confiderable  fup- 
plies  were  given  in  the  moft  public  manner,  in  the  face  of 
day.  I  had  the  honour  more  than  once  of  informing  this 
Houfe,  of  feveral  American  armed  veflels,  and  (hips  of  war, 
being  fupplicd  with  cannon,  arms,  powder,  ball,  and  all 
warlike  (lores,  from  the  royal-  arfenals  and  florc-houfes,  both 
on  the  ocean,  and  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  gave  the  names 
of  the  ihips,  arvd  the  other  particulars  at  the  time.  Was 
this  a  clandelline  fiipply  ? 

Much  mifcellaneous  matter  has  been  produced,  as  ufual, 
on  thisfirft  day  of  the  fedion.  The  honourable  genJe.i.an, 
who  moved  the  amendment,  has  taken  an  opportunity  ol  paint- 
ing in  their  true  colours  the  laft  race  of  our  kings,  whom  he 
called  the  accurfed  Siuart  race,  the  bane  of  England.  I  ho- 
nour thofe  genuine  Whiggilh  principles,  in  which  I  believe 
him  fincere  and  determined.  No  man,  Sir,  execrates  th« 
memory  of  thofe  tyrants  more  than  i  do.  Yet  jnc  remark 
in  the  prefeiit  moment  I  cannot  forbear.  The  Stuarts  loft 
every  thing  for  thcmfclves  only,  their  crowns,  or  their  lives. 
The  empire  remained  entire,  unbroken  in  every  part.  No- 
thing wa5  loft  for  us.  Under  the  third  prince  of  the  Brunf- 
wick  line,  adminiftration  has  already  loR  us  half  the  Britifh 
monarchy,  and  the  reft  feen>s  mouldering  away.  Nothing 
appear^  (tabte,  or  fecure,  except  the  nainifterial  majority  in 

this 
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th^s.Hpufe.  In  the.  late  glorious  reign,  the  bounds  of  the 
eijipire  were  enlarged  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  jinder 
the  aufpices  of  a  brave,  martial,  huniane,  and  heroic  Sove- 
reign, We  are  now  ignominicufly  driven  out  not  only 
from  fomeof  our  late  i^cfquifitions,  but  froim  the  greater  part 
of  pur  ancient  pofTeflions.  .  The  enquiry  into  this  fad  reverfc 
is;fu rely  our  duiy  as  the  grand  inqueft  of  the  natipn. 

Some  remarksji  Sir,  were  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  feconded  the  amendment,  on  the  la*r  publications 
from  the  families  of  two  noble  Earls.  He  thought  it  clear- 
ly proyecjl  from  the  letter  of  the  fon,  that  the  father,  fo. 
long  fufpefted  of  guiding  the  meafures  of  the  date,  no  long- 
er poflefled  any  controulmg  power,  or  even  feoret  influence. 
Jle  avowed  an  unbounded  refped,  and  a  kind  of  ^amiiy  r?- 
card,  to  the  noble  Lord.  I  have  the  misfortune  of  oifle/'.ng 
in  thisinftance  very  widely  indeed  with  the  honouiabU  -jcn- 
tinman.  1  hold  the  public  charafler  of  the  noble  Lord  iri  ut- 
ter abhorrence  ;  not  from  any  perfonal  injury,  not  from  a 
national  prejudice,  but  from  his  demerit  as  a  miniltcr.  He 
made  the  inglorious  pe2ce  of  I'aris. 

£x  iilo  fluere  ac  retro  Jublapja  referri 
Spes  Danautn  \fra£l(£  vires. 

He  boafted  of  that  peace  in  a  great  aflembly.  I  heard  him 
declare,  that  he  glcricd  in  it,  and  wiftied  it  might  be  infcri- 
bed  on  his  tomb-itone,  Here  lies  the  man  who  mad«  the 
p?ace  of  Paris.  The  expreflion  was  more  i^riking  than  origi- 
nal*, bu^  the  fpecies  of  pride,  which  is  founded  in  deep  cri- 

minality^ 

■f  The  original  expreflion  belonged  to  another  Scot,  a  Mr. 
Thdmas  Scot,  one  of  the  Tyrannicides  who  was  executed  at  Cha- 
riftg-Crofs,  Od.  17,  166a.  In  the  second  volume  of  the  ftatc 
trials  is  an  account  of  his  trial  and  execution, 

'  Sir  Thcophilus  Biddolph  sworn. 

.  Council.  Pray  tell  my  Lords  and  the  Jury  what  you  have 
heilird  the  prifoner  fay,  touching  this  bufinefs  o^ putting  the  Kittg 
to  deaths 

'Sir  Theophilus  Biddolph.  I  did  hear  him  confefs  that  he  did 
iit  as. one  of  the  judges  of  the  late  King,  and  that  he  ^2^%  fo  far. 
from  repenting  of  the  ad,  that  he  did  defire,  when  he  died,  that 
a  tomh.ftone  might  1^  laid  over  him,  with  this  infcription.  Here 
lies  Thomas  Scot,  fufhtrtrdjvdged  to  death  the  late  King,  p,  331. 
.  At  his  execution  the  Sheriff  interrupted  him.  Mr.  Scot  faid, 
fjhallfaj  n9  more  hat  thizythat  it  is  a  very  mean  and  had  caufethai 
nviUnbt  bear  thefwords  of  a  dyhg  wtf;7i^  Then  he  prayed,  wherein  he 
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minality,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  of  ihe  firft  caft.  He  loft  us 
Newfoundland,  paffed  the  odious  excife  on  cyder  and  perry, 
by  which  the  excifemen  got  accefs  into  private  houfes,  vio- 
lated the  national  faith  with  the  King  of  Pruflla,  was  guilty 
of  a  fcandalous  profufion  of  the  public  money  in  hegotiatihg^ 
the  loan  of  three  millions  and  a  naif  for  1763,  and  advifed  a 
cruel  proclamation,  by  which  he  perfecuted  the  brave  free  Cor- 
ficatis,  as  I  believe  he  has  fmcc  done  the  Americans.  Thefe, 
Sir,  are  the  grounds  of  the  hatred  which  I  have  always  avow- 
ed. 1  agree  with  a  late  great  llatefman,  that  he  has  brought  the 
King  and  kingdom  to  ruin.  As  to  his  influence  being  at  anend^ 
would  to  God,  Sir,  it  were !  Is  the  heir  of  that  noble  family  be- 
ing lately  created  an  Englifli  peer,  a  proof  of  the  father's  now 
retaining  no  influence  ?  Is  the  lieutenancy  of  a  confiderable 
county  given  to  the  fjine  m^bleman  to  be  admitted  as  evidence 
that  his  power  is  extinguiflied  ?  I  give  no  private  anecdotes.  I 
only  ftate  public  fafls  from  a  paper,  which  in  fuch  things 
only  can  be  truftcd,  the  London  Gazette.  I  rejoiced.  Sir, 
that  the  heir  of  that  noble  family  was  created  an  Englifh  peer, 
for  I  thought  that  the  young  Lord's  unfpotted  reputation,  in- 
trinfic  merit,  and  great  as  well  as  amiable  qualities,  would  re- 
fled  back  more  honour  than  he  could  receive  from  a  modern 
peerage  of  this  country  ;  but  I  was  perfuaded  that  he  owed 
his  Englifh  peerage,  no  Icfs  than  his  birth,  to  his  father. 

A  brave,  but  unfortunate  general.  Sir,  urges  us  to  an  in- 
quiry into  the  caufes  of  the  tailure  of  the  late  expedition  un- 
der his  command,  and  he  afks  a  parliamentary  inqueft.  I  am 
Kkewife  for  thai  inquiry.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feflion, 
he  made  the  fame  requeil,  which  was  refufed  by  the  fame  ma- 
jority to  whom  he  now  prefers  his  petition.  I  have  a  high 
efteem  for  a  parliamentary  inquell,  but  there  is  a  higher  tri- 
bunal, that  of  the  people,  our  condituents,  ever  ready  to  do 
juftice  to  the  oppreifea  and  injured.  As  an  Englifliman,  let 
him  appeal  to  the  people,  and  conftitute  the  Englifh  nation 
the  judges  of  his  condud  and  honour,  in  every  point  in  dif- 
ptite  between  him  and  adminiftration,  or  even  royalty.  'He 
pbferves,  that  the  time  will  come  for  an  inquiry.  It  will  cer- 
tainly corne  in  this  mode,  whenever  he  chufes  to  publifh  the 
papers,  which  he  furnifhed  to,  and  are  now  withheld  by, 

mlnifters, 


has  this  expreQioOf  I  fay  again  ^  td  the  pra'tfe  of  the  free  gran  ofGod^ 
I  ble/s  his  name,  be  hath  engaged  me  in  a  cause  not  to  be  RE; 

FENTED  OP.      l/ay  IN  A  GAUSS  NOT  TO  BE  BEJPENTEO  OF.      HlS 

prayer  being  ended,  he  was  turned  oS.     Page  409. 
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mihifterSy  papers  of  the  utmoft  importance,  according  to^bis 
declaration  in  this  Houfe,  to  the  ftate,  to  Parliament^  and  to 
ihepubliC' 

The  amendment  moved  to  the  addrefs  goes  ftill  farther,  atid 
takes  larger  ground,  including  however  that  of  the  late  Atao* 
riean  commander.  It  propofes  to  inquire  into  all  the  tale 
fatal  counfels  which  have  brought  on  a  difmembermeht  of 
the  empire.  The  juflice  of  the  nation  calls  loudly  for  it,  and 
therefore  my  feeble  voice  (hall  be  for  that  wife  and  neceflary 
meafure. 

Governor  Johnfione.  Sir,  I  fhall  not  difpute  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  about  matters  of  verbal  criticifm,  con* 
ceming  the  purport  and  tenor  of  which  I  know  he  is  si  per* 
fedl  mafter,  and  much  my  fuperior :  but  upon  the  fubftan* 
tial  parts  to  which  he  has  objeded,  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
the  Houfe  fpme  information*  But  iirft  he  will  give  me  leave 
to  remark,  that  the  fcppe  of  his  ar^ment  does  not  bear  the 
(lamp  of  that  accuracy  for  which  he  is  fo  noted  \  for  he  blaAies 
the  commiffioners  for  offering  articles  too  extenfive  and  tan- 
tamount to  independency,  and  yet  he  concludes  his  fpeech  b]r 
telling  vou,  independency  (hould  have  been  declared  laft  year, 
and  it  uiould  be  declared  at  prefent.  Now  furely.  Sir,  it  ill 
becomes  him  who  wilhes  the  American  colonies  to  be  declared 
independent,  to  find  fault  with  thofe  who  approached  fo  near 
to  miat  he  confiders  right  to  be  done.  The  more  ample  the 
conceiEons,  the  more  they  (hould  merit  his  approbation,  ac- 
cording to  hi&  own  principles.  But,  Sir,  I  confider  the  pro- 
pcftttons  offered  by  the  commiflioners  as  wide  and  diftinA 
£rom  that  of  declaring  the  United  States  free  and  independent 
of  this  country-  The  Congrefs  thought  them  different,  or 
they  would  have  accepted  the propofition  to  treat  on  the  terms 
offered.  The  French  think  lo,  or  they  would  not  continue  a 
^nur  that  mufl  prove  fo  injurious  to  them.  It  is  true,  to  all 
good  purpofes  they  would  be  independent ;  but  not  to  the 
bad  and  wicked  purpofe  of  forming  foreign  alliances  for  the 
deftrufiion  of  tliis  country,  which  has  cheri(hed  them  with 
fo  liberal  a  hand.  By  the  propofitions  of  the  commiflioners 
they  muft  acknowledge  the  fame  King,  and  unite  in  the  fame 
imerefts*  with  Britain.  They  muft  confequently  maintain 
the  (amd  allegiance,  and  bis  fubje£t  to  laws  for  treafon  againft 
his  Majefly.  It  is  tru6,  the  offers  are  very  extenfive ;  but 
.  fuch  as  think  them  too  extenfive,  muft  blame  the  mifcon- 
du£iof  thofe  who  brought  our  affairs  to  fo  defperate  a  crifis, 
91)4  not  the  commiflioners,  who  were  brought  to  propofe,  at 
once,  the  utmOft  terms  which  they  thought  then^felves  en- 
titled 
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titled  to  offeTi  as  the  onlv  probable  chance  of  fucceeding  ;  and 
the  iffue  proved,  that  large  and  extendve  as  the  terms  are^ 
the  commiflioncrs  did  not  exceed  the  length  which  it  was  ne-« 
ce/Iary  to  go  for  obtaining  the  obje£k  in  view  ;  fcHr  in  fa^y 
the  ruling  power  in  America  has  rejeAed  thefe  overture  as  in-* 
AifEcient,  and  confequenti^  no  harm  can  be  alledged  to  have 
arifen  ojn  that  account.     Thofe  who  coniider  the  terms  as  too 
extenflve,  or  who  think  that  lefs  ought  to  have  been  offered 
at  fird,  (hould  know  exadly  the  fituation  in  which  the  com- 
millioners  found  themfelves  at  the  time  of  propounding  them^ 
before  they  can  judge  of  their  conduct  in  that  refped.     They 
left  England  wuh  a  full  belief,  that  the  great  military  force 
in  America  W99  to  co-op?rate  with  the  conceifions  they  had 
to  make.     Inflead  of  any  movement  from  the  army,  to  give 
weight  and  confequence  to  the  terms  of  conciliation,  orders 
had  been  fent  to  abandon  Philadelphia,  and  to  leave,  in  the 
moll  piteous  condition,  thoufands  who  had  joined  your  flan- 
dard,  or  fought  your  protection.     The  orders  had  been  made 
public ;  the  city  was  in  the  utmofl  conflernation ;  a  more 
affecting  fpedacle  ef  woe  I  never  beheld.     The  comoiandcrs 
in  chiefs  to  whom  the  orders  were  fent,  thought  them,  in  all 
their  train  of  confequences,  fo  complete  a  derelidlion  of  cmr 
interefl  in  America,  that  they  had  (no  doubt  from  the  beft 
and  moft  honourable  motives)  advifed  Tome  of  the  principal 
men,  who  had  adhered  to  our  caufe,  to  make  their  peace 
with  tRe  Congrefs,  and  many  hundreds, had  in  consequence 
begun  their  negotiations,  and  taken  the  oath»  of  allegiance 
to  the  different  flates.    The  orders  to  the  army  were  (b  pe- 
remptory, that  even  the  delay  of  four  days  to  receive  an  an* 
fwer  to  the  hrft  difpatch  to  the  Congrefs  could  not  be  ob- 
tained.    In  this  fituation,  to  exped  that  the  Congrefs  or 
their  ar4By  would  leave  their  high  and  profitable  fituatioos, 
when  all  the  fears  from  exertion,  or  dubious  conteft,  were 
ren:K>ved,  was  not  to  be  imagined;  much  lefs  that  new  con- 
verts would  come  into  your  caufe,  when  the  fad  example  of 
others,  who  had  been  deceived  and  deluded  by  your  promifss, 
fiared  them  fa  full  in  the  face.     At  the  fame  time  it  became 
neceflary  for  the  cpmmiflioners  tado  fomethins,  and  theai<]«(l 
exteniWe  propofitions.  that  cpuld  be  framed  under  the  ioftrvc* 
tions  were  therefore  the  moft  probable  to  fucceed,  if  aot  with 
the  Congrefs,  at  lead  with  the  people  at  large,  who  would  now 
fee  they  had  no  longer  any  juft  objed  for  the  enduring  the 
calamities  of  war,  excepting  the  ambition  of  their  leaders* 
The  coauniflioners  bad  prepared  a  letter  for  the  Coi^refs 
^  ■'.  ■       '  ■    ■     •.       .    in 
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in  a  very  different  ftyle,  merely  acquainting  them  of  our  ar- 
rival and  of  our  powers,  and  with  our  friendly  difpofitions  to 
promote  a  reconciliation,  intending  to  have  waited  their  all- 
fwer ;  but  the  unexpefled  (ituation  of  afFairs,  occafioned  b)r 
thofe  orders  I  have  mentioAed,  which  bad  been  concealed 
from  us  before  leaving  England,  though  dated  near  a  month 
before  our  departure,  obliged  us  to  alter  our  refolution,  and 
adopt  the  propofitions  that  are  complained  of,  with  a  vievr 
of  informing  the  people  at  Urge  of  our  fair  and  friendly  diC- 
pofitions,  and  of  the  utmoft  length  to  which  we  thought  oof» 
Selves  entitled  to  go.     For,  befides  the  evacuation  of  Phfla- 
delf^ia,  the  commiflioners  knew  that  8000  of  thofe  vetenui 
troops  were  tb  be  fent  off,  and  that  General  Clinton  had  ac- 
tually meditated  to  abandon  New  York  alfo ;  neverthelefs* 
under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  the  articles  complained  of  will 
by  no  means  bear  the  conftru£lion  which  the  honourable  gen« 
tleman  endeavours  to  put  upon  them.     He  afferts  to  the 
Houfe,  and  applies  his  obfervation  to  the  country  gentlemen 
in  particular,  that,  after  beginning  the  war  on  the  principle  of 
obtaining  a  revenue,  we  are  at  lad  come  to  offer  to  pay  all 
the  debts  contrafted  by  the  Americans  in  the  courfe  of  it. 
Now  I  affert,  the  article  does  not  bear  fuch  a  meaning ;  that 
no  forced  conftrufHon  of  language  can  vindicate  fuch  an  in- 
terpretation ;  that  it  never  was  fo  intended,  or  Co  underftood, 
by  any  perfon  in  America.     The  words  are  general,  "  That 
we  were  difpofed  to  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  dif. 
charge  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raife  the  credit  and  value 
of  the  paper  circulation."    Does  not  everyone  fee  that  the 
confent  of  his  Majefty  would  be  wanting,  upon  a  return  to 
the  ancient  conftitution,  to  feverai  a£ls  neccflary  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  in  liquidating  the  paper  money  ?  Can  any  one  be  fo  incon- 
fiderate  as  not  to  obfervc,  that  whatever  reconciliation  (hall 
take  place,  that  this  of  eftablifhing  the  paper  currency  on  fome 
certam  footing  muft  be  among  the  firft  meafures  to  be  pur- 
fued.     A  ceding  of  the  quit  rents  and  vacant  crown  lands,  ' 
and  relinquifhing  the  port  duties,  and  impofing  others  on  all 
foreign  merchandize,  might  alfo  be  in  contemplation.     I  can 
affure  the  honourable  gentleman  that    the  payment  of  the 
debt  by  this  country  was  never  dreamed  of,  although  there  are 
many  fchemes  whereby  the  credit  of  this  country  might  be 
employed  to  affift  the  colonies,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both. 
The  article  being  general,  muft  ftand  unexceptionable  to 
every  unprejudiced  mind  who  is  not  difpofed  to  cavil,  and  it 
is  liable  to  none  of  the  interpretations  attempted  to  be  put 
upon  it. 

The 
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Thernext  article  the  honourable  gentleman  finds  fault  with, 
is  the  propoCtion  "  for  a  reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent, 
or  agents,  from  the  different  flates,  who  (ball  have  the  pri- 
vilej^e  of  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ; 
or,  if  fent  frop  Britain,  in  that  cafe  to  have  a  feat  and  voice  in 
ttic.  aflemblics  of  the  different  flates  to  which  they  may  be 
fcnt,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  feveral  interefts  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  are  deputed.*'    Upon  this  fubjedl  I  have  only  to 
fay,  that  from  its  nature  this,  as  well  as  every  other  agree* 
raent,  was  fubjedl  ^o  the  approbation  of  Parliament  ;  that  it 
appeared  to  me  and'  the  commiflioners  a  moft  eligible  article 
for  both  parties,  if  it  could  have  taken  place.     Many  able 
and  judicious  authors  in  the  courfe  of  this  diCjpute  haveiield, 
that  th^  Americans  have  a  right  to  a  reprefcntation  in  the  gene- 
ral laws  that  arc  to  bind  them  ;  many  members  in  this  Houfe 
have  uttered  the  fame  do6lrines,  and,  if  I  miflake  not,  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf*     In  the  plan  of  reconciliation 
propofed,  many  important  regulations  jn  trade,  and  of  in- 
ternal, as  well  as  external  policy,  mufl  neceflarily  take  place, 
which  might  aife£t  either  party,  befides  that  of  levying'  mo- 
ney.    A  reprefcntation  by  the  votes  of  freeholders,  in  the 
firlt  in  Ranee,  could  never  be  carried  into  exectition  acrols 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  the  impoflibilit^  of  determining  con- 
troverted ele£lions.     The  abfolute  choice  of  the  reprefenta- 
tiye  mull  be  determined  in  the  country  from  which  the  depu- 
tation is  fent.     The  numbers  are  fo  fmall,  that  no  jealoufy- 
could  reaforiably  be  created  againfl  the  interefts  of  the  refpec- 
tive  countries  by  the  privileges  jp  be  annexed.    Much  know- 
ledge and  information  would  be  derived  to  both.     Many  evils 
might  thereby  be  flopped  in  their  firft  progrefs.     The  fitua- 
tion  would  be  moft  eligible  aiad  refpedlable  for  thofe  yirho 
might  be  chofen.     Is  it  poilible,  iifuch  an  eftablifhment  bad 
exiiled,  that  the  feveral  miftakes  we  have  committed  refped- 
ing  that  diflant  country  could  poflSBly  have  happened  i    Nei- 
ther, indeed,  could  the  people  in  America  have  been  fo  de- 
luded in  many  things  by  their  own  demagogues,  concerning 
the  difpofitions  of  this  country,  if  men   in  a  public  chara£ler 
fronn  this  ifland  could  have  mixed  in  their  debates,  to  expofe 
the  delufion  at  the  moment,  or  to  have  tranfmitted  the  pro- 
per reprefentations  here  on  any  real  grievance  that  might  have 
borne  bard  on  the  people.     Undoubtedly,  this  oifcr,  like  all 
other  regulations  of  union,    is  liable  to  different  opinions  ; 
for  my  part,  I  believe,  whoever  confiders  the  fubjedl  moft^ 
will  liKe  it  beft,  and  thofe  who  have  leaft  examined  it,  will 
be  ready  to  find  the  moft  faults.     Let  me  afk  this  affembly. 
Vol.  X.  D  now% 
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now,  what  member  is  there  among  us  who  would  not  rejoice 
to  fee  an  American  reprefentative  in  his  place,  arguing  on 
the  means  of  reducing  the  power  of  our  antient  enemy? 
Thofe  who  would  reje£l  a  return  of  the  colonies,  rather  than 
admit  of  fuch  an  inftitution,  know  but  little  of  the  important 
confcquences  of  Kforth  America  in  the  connefted  chain  of 
the  Britifli  empire.  The  inltitntion  was  calculated  to  meet 
the  wifties  of  many  well-difpofcd  Americans.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  remove  their  feveral  arguments,  that  they  had  no 
Ihare  in  the  legillature,  which,  independent  of  taxation, 
might  bind  them.,  and  to  obviate  their  complaints,  that  their 

Petitions  and  remonftrances  had  been  defpifed  and  negle£ied. 
t  was  believed  by  the  commiflioners,  as  it  would  prove  in 
fa£l  to  be,  highly  beneficial  to  the  intereft  of  all  concerned. 

The  next  objedlion  comes  from  my  worthy  friend  below 
jne,  that  we  had  given  up  the  power  of  the  Crown  in  the 
moft  eHential  part,  by  offering  to  agree,  that  no  military 
force  ihould  be  kept  up  in  the  different  colonics,  'vrithout 
the  confent  of  their  different  Icgiflatures.  This  was  an  arti- 
cle which  we  all  know  the  Congrefs  infilled  upon  in  their  Ic- 
ver^l  refolves  and  reprefentations.  It  appears  (trangc  to  me 
to  hear  the  fame  gentleman  telling  you,  as  an  excule  for  the 
Americans  in  not  returning  to  the  line  of  juftice  they  had 
feverally  marked  out  on  their  breaking  out,  and  in  the  pro-. 
grefs  of  this  difpute,  that  they  cannot  truft  us  after  what  is 
pafTed,  and  yet  to  obje6l  to  the  only  efjedlual  means  of  all 
Others  to  defeat  that  argument.  The  commiflioners  have 
faid  to  them,  that  the  means  of  coercion  fhall  be  removed, 
and  the  means  of  redrefs,  if  any  unfair  and  oppreflive  mea- 
jfures  (hould  be  attempted,  is  left  in  your  own  hands.  The 
fenfe  of  the  people  alone  will  be  the  means  by  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  will  govern  you  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  no  man  eve^ 
miltook  the  meaning  of  the  article  fo  much  as  to  imagine  the 
officers  were  not  to  hold  their  commifllons  from  the  King. 
There  is  nothing  incongruous  in  the  regulation  ;  it  is  the 
very  conftitution  of  this  country  ;  for  the  King  can  keep  no 
troops  >vithout  the  confent  of  Parliament,  and  it,  in  the  diftri- 
buiion  of  military  honours,  attention  was  given  to  beftow 
them  on  the  moft  refpe6lable  families,  and  the  moft  deferving 
men  in  the  feveral  communities,  it  might  prove  a  means,  of 
all  others  the  moft  effeflual,  for  removing  any  local  jealou lies 
that  might  remain. 

I  (hall  now  confider  fomc  of  the  general  obfervations  that 
have  been  made. 

My 
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My  honourable  friend  has  bbferved^  that  I  was  very  fan* 
guine  in  my  expedations  of  fuccefs,  and  remarks,  with  an 
air  of  triumph,  and  his  friends  join  in  a  fmile  of  fatisfac* 
tion,  that  the  means  which  were  attempted  have  failed.  For 
my  part,  I  am  forry,  fmcercly  forry  ;  and  yet  1  am  glad  the 
attempt  was  made.  All  men  will  now  confefs  the  Americans 
have  a  bad  and  a  wicked  caufe  ;  that  they  have  no  juft  obje& 
to  contend  for,  being  now  united  with  France  for  the  pro- 
feffed  purpofe  of  reducing  this  country.  All  good  men 
oiight  to  join  moft  heartily  to  oppofe  them.  If  we  faw 
fuch  an  union  at  home,  under  proper  minifters,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  fuccefs  of  our  caufe  would  be  certain.  While 
we  are  divided,  I  pronounce  with  caution  :  it  is  the  Rate 
of  parties  at  home,  which  makes  me  hefitate,  not  the  want 
of  refources,  or  the  ftreneth  of  the  Americans.  One  fet  of 
men  have  loft  the  conndence  of  the  people  by  mifmanage- 
ment,  another  want  to  yield  up  all  that  is  worth  contending 
for  in  the  conteft,  without  faying  at  what  point  they  wiU 
make  a  ffand,  or  tracing  the  confequences  of  the  meafures 
they  would  recommend :  but  my  hopes  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
commiiHon  were  never  fo  fanguine  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ftates.  The  Houfe  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  recolleft, 
that  I  declared,  in  my  place,  that  I  believed  the  fuccefs  would 
chiefly  depend  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  France* 
I  preffed  the  departure  of  the  commiilioners  again  and  again 
before  I  was  a  member  of  it.  I  told  you,  that  I  believed,  if 
they  had  once  ratified  their  treaty  ofFcnfive  and  defenfive  with 
France,  that  they  would  not  recede  without  ftrong  exertionsi 
and  I  am  happy  to  know  that  it  has  not  yet  been  ratified  in  a 
conftitutional  manner.  Why  the  commiflioners  were  not 
fent  off  fooner,  is  a  queftion  that  merits  enquiry.  I  am  (lire, 
from  the  time  that  I  accepted,  no  time  was  loft  on  my  part ; 
from  the  moment  I  accepted,  to  the  time  I  was  on  board  ftiip, 
there  elapfed  but  ten  days,  and  thofe,  negledling  all  private 
affairs,  were  employed  for  promoting  the  purpofe  of  our  mif- 
fion,  and  I  was  at  Portfmouth  the  day  before  the  commiflion 
was  figned. 

My  view  always  was,  that  force  (hould  accompany  the 
conceffion,  and  that  the  Americans  Ihould  fee  a  manly,  de- 
termined fpirlt  of  perfevcrance  in  this  country,  that  they 
might  confider  well  between  the  evils  of  war  in  a  dubious 
conteft,  and  the  certain  advantages  of  immediate,  peace  upon 
the  mbfl  honourable  and  advantageous  terms.  The  noble 
Lord,  in  my  eye,^will  do  me  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  f  wrote 

D  2  a  letter 
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a  letter  to  him  before  my  departure,  exprcfllve-of  thofe  fen- 
timents,  recommending  the  regimenting  the  provincials  anc| 
Canadians,  giving  them  rank,  half  pay,  and  emoluments. 
The  orders  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  which  were  (hewn  me, 
breathed  a  fpirit  of  aftivity  and  coercion.  I  thought,  witf^ 
the  meafures  I  recommended,  the  army  was  fiifficient ;  % 
think  fo  ftill ;  nay,  I  am  perfc(3.iy  convinced  of  it  now,  and 
I  am  fupported  by  the  opinions  of  the  beft  officers  on  the 
fpot.  Inftead  of  that,  wc  fecreily  direfled  an  ignominious 
retreat,  after  all  the  preparations  and  expence  nccefTary  for 
a  vigorous  campaign  had  been  incurred*  Can  it  be  faid  with 
juftice,  that  I  nave  failed  in  my  expectations,  when  every 
thing  I  was  made  to  believe,  and  wliich  I  deemed  neccflkry 
for  the  effect,  was  difappointcd  and  contradifted  ;  nay,  con- 
cealed not  only  from  me,  but  from  the  other  commifTioner^ 
with  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  joined  ?  If  1  had  known 
Philadelphia  had  been  ordered  to  be  evacuated,  I  would  ne- 
ver have  gone.  The  other  comniiflloners  have  often  declared 
the  fame  fentiments  on  the  fubje(^. .  I  remember  well  the 
honourable  gentleman  fecondcd  the  noble  Lord's  motion  for 
the  conciliatory  bills ;  it  vi'as  what  he  had  been  long  contend- 
ing for,  as  a  right  and  proper  meafure.  Were  we  afterwards 
to  fruftrate,  or  impede,  what  we  on  this  fide  had  fo  long  fought 
for,  and  approved  when  made?  My  fpirit  of  party  connec- 
tions does  not  lead  me  to  this  condud): ;  for  notwithftanding 
the  criticifm  of  the  worthy  gentleman  on  the  words  Jingular 
unanimityy  I  ftill  maintain  the  unanimity  was  fingular  on  the 
fubjeA  of  American  affairs.  In  queftions  of  Tuch  confc- 
quence,  I  do  not  enquire  what  turnpike  bills  had  patted  with- 
out a  negative. 

The  honourable  ^gentleman,  after  whom  I  rofe,  has  alfo 
indulged  himfelf  in  fome  other  fatirical  fmiles  on  the  charac- 
ters of  the  other  commiffioners :  I  am  fure  I  am  much  obliged 
to  him  for  the  tendernefs  with  which  he  has  treated  me,  by 
ir.uch  the  moft  inconfiderable  ;  after  his  tofling  and  goring  (o 
many  minifters,  I  am  fenfible  I  am  nothing  in  his  hand  :  but 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay  a  word  for  thofe  who  are  abfent.  I 
believe  the  honourable  gentleman  takes  the  charader  of  the 
iioble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  commiffion  from  new  (paper 
reports,  as  I  once  did.  He  well  knows  that  nothing  is  fo  fal- 
lacious. I  have  fuch  an  opinion  of  his  liberality  and  good 
humour,  that  in  cafe  he  knev/  that  nobleman  as  well  as  I  do,^ 
he  would  be  as  ready  to  retradl  his  opinions  concerning  hinni 
9S  I  was,  and  as  willing  publicly  to  declare  it  \  for  a  young 

noble- 
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riablcpian  of  more  worth,  more  honour,  more  dignity,  or 
greater  zeal  for  the  public  fervicej  and  the  execution  of  the 
truft  committed  to  him,  I  never  kneWi  The  other  gentle- 
man is  fo  well  known  to  every  member  of  this  Houfe,  artd 
his  reputation  for  bufinefs  fo  well  eftabliftied,  that  it  (lands 
above  mypraife,  or  the  honourable  gentleiiian's  cenfure. 

I  will  now  take  notice  of  what  fell  from  another  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  who  fpoke  moft  eloquently  in  this  debate. 
He  talks  of  the  indignant  treatment  the  coramiffioners  met 
with  from  the  Americans,  and  particularly  points  at  their 
behaviour  to  me*  I  cannot  acquiefce  in  this  opirfion  ;  I 
make  no  fuch  complaints,  becaufe  I  diftinguifh  widely  be- 
tween the  people  of  America  and  the  Gongrefs,  becaufe  I 
make  a  juft  diftinftion  between  what  men  do  in  their  politi- 
cal capacity  knd  in  their  natural.  The  Congrefs  feem  to 
condu6l  themfclves  with  the  low  cunning  of  an  eledion  job- 
ber ;  their  prck:eedings  are  often  calculated  for  the  mere  herd 
of  the  people,  'who  are  as  yet  ftrangers  to  the  impofitions  in- 
cident to  luch  a  condud,  and  having  all  the  newfpapers  tin- 
der their  direSion,  they  are  excellent  engines  of  fuch  ignoble 
policy,  which  may  fcrvc  for  a  time,  but  never  can  laft. 

The  commiflioners  were  received  at  Philadelphia  with  all 
the  joy  which  a. generous  people  could  exprcfs.  Why  were 
you  fo  long  in  coming  ?  was  the  univerfal  cry.  Do  not 
abandon  us ;  retain  the  army,  and  fend  them  againft  Wafli- 
ington,  and  the  affair  is  over:  10,000  men  will  arm  for  you 
in  this  province,  and  10,000  in  the  lower  counties,  the  mo- 
ment you  take  the  field,  and  they  can  get  arms.  The  decla- 
ration was  general  and  notorious  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  if 
we  had  been  at  liberty  to  have  adled  in  the  field,  our  ,mofi: 
fanguine  expeflations  would  have  been  fulfilled.  •  I  mixed 
with  all  ranks  of  men,  from  the  prifoners  in  the  jail  to  the  . 
firft  people  in  the  place,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  penetrate  the 
human  mind,  I  believe  the  fentiments  gf  reconciliation,  and 
a  return  to  the  liappy  ftate  in  which  they  formerly  lived,  were 
fincere.  But  gentlemen  fay  1  am  of  an  eager  temper,  and 
aipt  to  be  deceived.  It  is  polfible  I  do  not  pique  myfelf  on- 
never  having  been  deceived  ;  I  can  only  fay,  I  never  inten- 
tionally .  deceive.  My  judgment,  my  opinions,  may  be 
wrong,  but  they  are  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and  people 
muft  receive  them  with  ail  thofe  grains  of  dedudlion  for  my 
tamper,  and  the  weaknefs  of  my  underftanding.  After  this 
precaution,  I  declare  that  I  firlnly  believe  two  thirds  of  the 
people  of  North  America  wilh  to  return  to  their  ancient  con- 
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nc£lion  with  Great  Britain  at  this  moment,  and  that  nothing 
but  a  furrounding  army,  and  the  diffidence  they  have  io  our 
fupport,  prevents  that  fpirit  from  breaking  out  in  afis  of  ho- 
ftility  againft  the  Congrefs  and  committees. 

We  were  more  employed  to  reftrain  than  encourage  overt 
aSs,  becaufe  we  knew,  under  the  fecret  orders,  that  no  af- 
fiftance  could  be  given  to  fuch  afforts,  which  therefore  could 
only  prove  ruinous  to  well  effedled,  meritorious  individuals. 
The  honourable  gentleman  founds  his  ideas  on  what  he  has 
remarked  in  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  refpefting  me — I 
(hall  ever  think  fuch  a  proceeding  totally  unworthy  of  fuch 
a  body.  Some  gentlemen  have  praifed  it  as  an  excellent  re- 
fined ftroke  of  policy,  to  get  rid  ofan  embarrafling  quefiion 
about  General  Burgoyne's  troops.  I  again  repeat,  I  difclain 
all  that  policy  founded  on  injuftice  and  difhonour  ;  the  more 
artifice  to  avoid  fair  dealing,  the  more  deteftable  to  me  ^  it 
is  contemptible  in  private  life — where  the  dignity  of  a  people 
is  concerned,  it  is  abominable  meannefs,  and  muft  end  in 
the  deftrudion  of  thofe  who  pradife  it.  The  fpirit  of  their 
enemies  is  raifed  by  all  fuch  prQceedings,  their  own  is  always 
deprefled.  Of  all  the  mean  and  notorious  breaches  of  pub*- 
lie  faith  which  have  ever  been  pracSlifed,  of  all  the  low  chicane 
which  has  ever  been  ufed  in  the  depravity  of  tho  eaftern  world, 
to  avoid  a  folem  agreement,  the  different  excufes  offered  by 
the  Congrefs  are  the  mofl  difgraceful  to  fociety.  I  know 
the  moft  zealous  for  the  caufe  of  independence  difapprove  of 
them :  but  America  is  governed  now  as  England  was,  under 
a  mock  Parliament,  and  committees  of  major  generals*  I 
am  not  called  upon  to  fay  a  word  on  this  fubje£):,  but  I  dif- 
daindifingenuity.  The  accufation  flated  againfl:  me,  with 
refped  to  General  Jofeph  Reed,  as  far  as  the  tranfa£lion  pre* 
tends  having  authority  from  me  to  make  the  offer,  is  falfe 
and  injurious  ;  it  is  indeed  very  cautioufly  worded,  and  ooly 
implies  being  done  by  my  authority.  This  I  deny,  and  I  have 
perfeft  proof  in  my  pofTeffion,  that  Mr.  Reed  never  under- 
flood  any  meffage  or  writing  of  mine  as  liable  to  that  con- 
ftrudion.  While  I  fay  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  difavow  I~ 
have  had  tranfadions  where  other  means  befides  perfuafion 
have  been  ufed.  It  was  neceflary  ;  in  my  fituation  it  can  be 
no  reproach.  This  of  Mr.  Reed  I  deny,  and  I  can  prove,  by 
indifputable  evidence  in  my  poifeflion,  he  did  not  underftand 
any  meffage  from  me  in  that  light  at  the  time,  nor  long  fub- 
fequent.  The  converfation  is  faid  to  have  paifed  on  the 
t wenty-firll  of  June^    The  mutilated  letters  that  are  to  belp^ 
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out  this  lame  tranfadlion  were  before  Congrefs — the  matter 
had  been  publiflied  in  newfp^bcrs  at  that  time,  but  not  fign- 
ed  by  Mr.  Reed,  nor  by  Willian^  Henry  Drayton.  The 
Congrefs  take  no  notice  of  the  bufinefs  till  the  nth  of  Au- 
guft;  then  the  indignation  of  that  virtuous  aflembly  rifes. 
At  the  very  moment  they  are  about  to  evade  a  folemn  en- 
gagement, and  tranfmit  their  names  with  infamy  to  future 
ages,  they  have  the  aflurance  to  talk  of  liberty  and  virtue. 
You,  Sir,  are  well  acquainted  with  the  forms  of  public  pro- 
ceedings ;  you  know  that  any  declaration  of  Mr,  Reed,  of 
what  a  woman  unknown  had  faid  to  him,  could  not  afFe£^  me. 
The  Congrefst  in  this  cafe,  were  bound  to  have  obliged  Mr. 
Reed  to  have  named  the  lady,  and  next  to  ^ave  brought  that 
lady  before  them,  to  have  heard  her  own.  (lory ,  with  time^ 
place,  and  circumfiance;  this  fliould  have  been  fent  for  my 
anfwer,  and  then  they  might  have  pronounced  their  folemn 
judgment :  but  they  knew  full  v^ell)  that  no  lady  whatfoever 
would  avow  any  authority  from  me,  and  therefore  they  wifely 
concealed  her  name. 

Thofe  gentlemen  who  are  fo  extremely  exulting  at  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  this  commiffion,  and  plume  themfelves  U>  much  on 
their  propofition  for  conceding  independency  laft  year,  fhpuld 
confider,  if  one  of  two  events  had  fucceeded,  the  propofers 
of  conceding  American  independency  could  not  have  appear- 
ed vvith  equal  favour  before  the  public.  I  (ball  fuppofe  that 
Admiral  Keppel  had  adually  beaten  Monfieur  the  Count 
D'Orvilliers,  I  mean  deftroyed  half  his  fleet ;  all  circum- 
(lances  confidered,  the  probabilities  that  he  would  have  done 
fo  were  ten  to  one,  from  fo  gallant  an  Admiral,  and  fo  fu- 

J)erior  a  force.  I  believe  the  noble  Admiral  hi mfelf  will  not 
ay,  that  the  probabilities  are  not  ten  to  one,  that  he  would 
deftroy  the  greateft  part  of  the  lame  fleet,  if  he  was  to  meet 
them  again,  with  the  fame  proportion  of  force.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  it  was  owing  to  the  accidents  of  wind  and  weather^ 
I  do  not  mean  to  throw  the  flighteft  imputation  of  blame  any 
where.  I  only  fay,  if  D*Orvilliers  had  been  deftroyed,  and 
it  was  ten  to  one  this  would  have  happened,  how  would  the 

f>romoters  of  a  declaration  of  American  independency  have 
poked  then?  Or  is  there  a  member  of  this  Houfe  who  be- 
lieves we  ihould  then  have  had  any  more  agitation  of  that 
Sueflion?  I  fliall  fuppofe  again,  that  Admiral  Byron's  fqiia-r 
ron  had  not  met  witn  a  ilorm,  and  had  arrived  in  America 
within  the  ordinary  time  to  have  joined  LoJrd  Howe  ;  can 
any  one  doubt  that  his  Lord(hip  would  have  given  a  better 
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account  of  Monf.  D'Eftaingthan  is  now  publiflied  ?  And  yet 
this  fuccefs,  and  feveral  other  matters,  were  quite  within  the 
probability  of  ordinary  events ;  and  if  any  of  them  had  hap- 
pened, I  believe  this  favourite  topic  of  American  indepen- 
dence would  have  been  dormant  in  our  days.     Why  then 
fhould  we  immediately  defpond,  give  all  up,   arid  throw  our- 
felves  out  of  the  wheel  of  fortune  ?  Let  us  profit  from  the 
example  of  the  Americans,   in  the  low  ftate  of  their  affairs, 
before  their  fuccefs  at  Trenton.     I  am  far  from  thinking  the 
matter  defperate,  notwithftanding   I  admit  that  our  miima- 
nagements  will   render  great  exertions  neceffary.     But  you 
mud ,  refolve,   you  muft  rifquc  all,  and  determine  to  perfe- 
vere,  before  the  inhabitants  of  America  will  have  reliance  on 
you.     It  is  not. faying,   I  will  try  this  campaign  and  recede 
the  ncxjt.     It  muft  be  known,  for  the  encouragement    of 
friends,  and  terror  of  foes,  that  you  will  die  in  the  laft  ditch. 
People,  who  oppofe   my  opinions,  alledge,  I  am  fanguine 
and  obftinate.     I  admit  I  am  not  eafily  difcouraged  ;  and  if 
I  am  fure  of  being  in  the  right,  I  know  too  I  am  obftinate, 
or  firm,  which  ever'  they  pleafe  to  call  it,  and  I  cannot  be 
eafily  (haken.     The  maxim  of  dying  in  the  laft  "ditch,  after 
every  exertion  has  been  made,  is  what  I  avow  to  be  my  prin- 
ciple.    I  do  not  forefee,  if  you  recede  here,  at  what  point 
you  will  ftand.     If  you  give  up  the  Thirteen  Provinces,  will 
you  contend  for  Canada  ?  If  it  is  anfwered  yes ;  why  then,  I 
reply,  it  is  better  to  know  the  gracious  refolution  of  Con- 
grefs  in  this  refped  firft,  left  one  may  have  the  troops  to  fend 
back,  or  recruit,  at  ten  times  the  expence,  when  they  are 
difperfed,  or  when  half  of  them  are  dead.     If  it  is  faid,  we 
will  yield  Canada  too ;  then  I  afk,  if  we  will   vield  Nova 
Scotia,  and  the  fiftieries,  and  Florida,  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
for  they  all  hang  together?  Befides  that,  the  moment  you 
abandon  New  York  and  Rhode  Ifland,  the  American  feas 
will  fwarm  with  privateers,  and  you  will  not  have  a  port  ta 
take  flielter  in  ;  fo  that  New  York  and  Rhode  Ifland  feetn 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  your  own  com- 
merce, as  well  as  annoying  the  enemy.    The  prefent  moment 
feems  the  only  proper  and  Juft  point  where  the  ftand  can  be 
made ;  every  other  fituation  will  be  an  effort  with  the  lofs  of 
reputation,  and  fpirit,  and  power.     I  fee  no  medium   be- 
tween fending  a  carte  blanche  to  France,  and  yielding  the  in- 
dependence of  America.     To  give  up  a  principal  point  in- 
difpute,  to  weaken  ourfelves  and  ftrengthcn   our  enemy,, 
and  leave  him  more  at  liberty  to  difturb  us,  feems  to  me  in- 
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comprehenfible  policy.  If  it  is  alledged,  this  would  not  be 
the  confequence,  I  aflc,  what  reafon  America  can  have  for 
not  e:xplicitly  declaring  her  intentions  of  conditionally  re- 
nouncing her  conneflions  with  France  upon  our  declaring 
her  independency  ;  or  if  fiich  a  tranfadlion  cannot  be  avow- 
ed  till  they  are  certain  of  our  readinefs  to  yield  it  ?  I  wonder 
fome  fponfor  cannot  be  found  for  America  on  this  occafion. 
I  only  (late  this  to  expofe  the  abfurdity  of  the  fyftem  pro^  . 
pofed,  not  that  I  conceive  this  country  can,  or  ought,  ever 
to  entertain  fuch  an  idea.  The  honourable  baronet,  vbehind 
me,  tells  you,  that  50^000  Ruffians  would  not  now  do  the 
bufinefs,  and  yet  he  complains  of  the  conciliatory  progofi- 
tions  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord.  Why,  furely,  if  no 
force  could  do  the  buiinefs,  there  could  be  no  harm,  at  leaft, 
in  trying  the  mode  of  conceffion.  But,  I  am  far  from  being 
of  his  opinion,  that  force,  well  applied,  cannot  efFe£t  it.  He 
fays,  the  army  were  ail  difgurfed  at  the  conciliatory  bills :  • 
at  the  fame  moment,  he  fays,  their  force  was  infufficient  to 
conquer  the  enemy.  This  was  a  little  unrcafonable  in  the 
army,  to  give  it  no  harfher  term.  I  cannot  contradift  what 
the  honourable  baronet  afferts  ;  but  my  obfervations  on  the 
army  were  very  different.  The  army  was  indeed  difgufted, 
but  it  was  becaufe  they  were  not  led  againft  the  enemy,  then 
lying  within  twenty  miles,  whom  they  were  confident  they 
could  conquer.  **  Lead  us  againft  tKe  enemy,"  was  the  ge* 
neral  wifh  of  foldier  and  officer ;  and,  indeed,  Sir,  to  the 
honour  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who  left  them  at  Phila- 
delphia, I  am  proud  to  declare,  there  never  was  fo  excellent, 
fo  beautiful,  or  fo  well  appointed  an  army.  The  picked  men 
for  the  French  theatre  were  not  equal,  in  grace  and  comli- 
nefs,  to  the  ivorft  of  the  light  infantry.  Such  a  body  of' 
chofen  troops,  I  believe,  never  were  collefted  together ;  and 
yet  we  have  feen,  from  various  caufes,  what  little  benefit 
the  nation  has  derived  ifrom  them  :  at  the  moment  they  were 
confident  of  viftory  they  were  ordered  to  retreat,  and  during 
all  this  fummer,  and  half  the  autumn,  incurring  the  fame 
cxpence  in  the  field,  they  have,  liter  'ly,  been  doing  no- 
thing, when  every  man  muft  remark,  that  the  time  we 
fliould  have  afted  with  the  utmoft  vigour  was  at  this  very 
period  when  we  have  been  idle.  To  determine  what  now 
fhould  be  done,  requires  a  greater  compafs  of  information 
than  I  can  boa  (I.  To  judge  of  the  queftion,  one  fliould 
know  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  Holland,  of  the  northern 
powers,  of  Portugal,  the  refourccs  of  France,  the  diipofi. 
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tion  and  force  of  Spain,  the  various  refources  of  this  country, 
as  well  as  the  difficulties  to  encounter  in  America:  with  thefe 
firft  I  am  not  fufficiently  acquainted  to  pronounce  pofitively; 
but  this  [  know  for  certain,  that  the  greater  the  exertions  we 
make  ourfelves,  the  more  we  Ihall  be  refpefted  bv  others  ; 
and  the  more  we  affift  ourfelves,  the  more  ready  otners  will 
be  to  give  us  their  afliftance. 

The  nation  is  far  richer  at  this  period  than  at  the  beginning 
of  lad  war,  and  ohr  warlike  operations  were  then  much  more 
cxtenfive  in  Germany,  the  Eaft-Indies,  Portugal,  North- 
America,  and  the  Weft- Indies.  I  admit  that  our  public 
funds  are  now  more  embarraffed  ;  but  the  means  of  taxation 
is  alfo  more  ample  from  the  'encreafed  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try. But  I  defpair  of  the  prefent  minifters  being  able  to  draw 
forth  thofe  refources,  even  if  they  were  to  reform,  or  become 
more  enlightened  ;  they  have  fo  loft  the  confidence  of  the 
people j  by  fuch  a  feries  of  mifmanagement  and  neglcft,  that 
they  never  can  recover  the  public  good  opinion :  on  the  other 
hand,  as  I  faid  before,  thofe  men  who  may  fucceed  them^ 
according  to  my  conception  of  things,  are  delirous  to  yield 
up-  all  that  is  worth  contending  for,  without  any  ftruggle 
worthy  of  our  ancient  fame.  In  fuch  a  fituation  it  is  dim* 
cult  how  to  aft  or  what  to  wifli.  I  am  clear,  if  we  do  not 
mean  to  purfucthe  objeft  with  determined  firmnefs,  and  fuit- 
able  exertions,  we  had  better  abandon  it  at  once,  and  make 
the  beft  terms  we  can  for  the  miferable  inhabitants  who  have 
adhered  to  our  caufe.  Nothing  lefs  than  25,000  troops,  cx- 
clufive  of  thofe  in  Canada  and  Hallifax,  will  prove  fufficient ; 
with  that  number  we  may  expe6l  fuccefs ;  a  lefs  number  will 
render  the  decifion  tedious,  doubtful,  and  hazardous.  The 
people  of  the  country,  after  what  has  happened,  will  hardly 
derive  confidence  from  a  fmaller  army  to  induce  them  to  join 
lis.  Thofe  who  poflefs  the  prefent  returns  of  the  army,  and 
know  what  numbers  may  have  been  ordered  away  to.other 
fervices,  will  know  the  number  wanted  ;  I  guefs  about  9,000 
men.  To  keep  New- York  and  Rhode-Ifland,  as  the  hoi- 
nourable  baronet  propofes,  on  a  defenfive  plan,  does  not  ap-  ^ 
pear  eligible  to  me.  If  we  cannot  meet  the  army  of  the  ene- 
my in  the  field,  it  will  require  many  troops,  a  confiderabte- 
marine  force,  and  very  expenfive  fortifications  to  hold  New>» 
York.  I  believe  by  fortifying  the  gorge  at  Fort  Kniphau^ 
fen ;  by  fortifying  the  heights  of  Brooklyn  ;  by  fortifying 
Paulus  Hook,  and  the  heights  of  the  Narrows  upon  Staten*- 
Ifland,  it  might  be  defended  by  8^000  men,  together  with  th€ 
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inhabitants,  always  retaining  in  the  harbour  five  frigates  and 
three  armed  veitels,  and  three  galleys:  thefe  fortifications 
would  coit  at  leaft  fiyc  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  the 
objeft  would  ftill  be  precarious.  Why  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman fhould  recommend  an  offenfive  war  in  Europe,  and  a 
defenfive  war  in  America,  I  cannot  conceive.  It  feems  to 
me  more  neceffary  in  the  laft  place  than  in  the  other.  At 
all  events,  I  would  form  fomc  certain  ftcady  plan,  fuch  as 
the  inhabitants  might  rely  upon.  If  tlicy  fee  they  can  de- 
pend upon  you,  they  will  foon  return  to  their  allegiance,  and 
their  old  government.  If  they  fee  you  weak  and  wavering, 
they  are  a  Ihrewd,  cunning,  lenfiblc  people,  they  will  avoid 
you  like  peftilence.  Upon  the  whole,  I  acknowledge  our 
lituation  extremely  perilous,  the  difficulties  we  have  to  con- 
tend with  are  great ;  but  it  is  on  fuch  occafions  that  the  no- 
ble qualities  of  man,  perfeverance,  fortitude,  and  love  of  our 
country,  ftiine  in  their  greateft  luflre.  Let  us  not  imagine 
that  thofe  who  oppofe  us  are  without  difficulties ;  the  con- 
tentions, divifions  and  fufferings  among  the  Americans  are 
greater  than  our  imagination  can  reach  in  the  flate  of  afflu- 
ence in  which  we  live.  They  would  have  been  greater  ftill^ 
if  they  had  not  been  checked  by  our  bad  conduft  and  timi- 
dity. Their  divifions.  Sir,  I  aflTure  you,  are  as  great  as 
thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  England  ;  and  what  ftrong- 
er  pifiure  can  I  draw  of  difunion  ?  Thofe  who  are  fo  uncaly 
at  the  reception  the  commiffioners  received,  Ihould  recolleft 
the  reception  Monf.  the  Count  D'Eftainc  and  his  failors  met 
M'ith  at  Bofton.  .The  firft  was,  the  pditlfcal  anfwer  of  a 
body,  whofe  intereils  and  ambition  are  undoubtedly  oppofed 
to  tnat  of  the  people  they  govern  ;  the  other  was  the  indig- 
nant, fpontaneous  paffions  of  the  people  themfelves ;  the 
Houfe  will  judge  to  which  of  the  two  moft  weight  (hould  be 
given.  Before  I  fit  down,  I  muft  repeat  again,  that  in  what  I 
nave  faid  about  the  operation  of  our  fleets,  I  did  not  mean  by 
my  argument  to  throw  any  blame  upon  any  military  oflScer 
whatever :  but  I  do  blame  adminiflration  for  not  fending  out 
Admiral  Byron  fooner ;  they  had  the  intelligence  in  April, 
he  did  not  fail  till  June.  It  was  clear  from  Mr.  Gerard,  the 
ambafiador  to  the  States,  being  on  board,  and  Mr.  Dean,  a 
member  of  the  Congrefs,  and  having  alfo  large  quantities  of 
goods  for  America,  that  the  Toulon  fleet  was  bound  to  fome 
port  in  that  continent.  If  therefore  five  or  fix  (hips  had  becrt 
immediately  fent  off  (as  the  admiralty  mud  have  known  Lord 
Howe's  fleet  was  colleded,  from  the  orders  about  La  Motte 
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Piquetp  and  the  fecrct  expedition)  upon  fuch  a  junftion  his 
LordQiip.  would  have  then  certainly  been  fuperior  to  D*Eftaing. 
But  I  am  told  that  the  reafon  of  this  delay  arofe  from  want 
of  ftores,  and  that  we  were  obliged  to  unreeve  the  runninjg 
rigging  of  the  Ihips  at  Spitheady  to  fit  out  Admiral  Byron's 
fquadron.  If  this  is  true,  it  is  a  melancholy  tale  indeed,  af- 
ter all  our  boafled  preparations  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  the  immenfe  fums  voted  by  Parliament,  ana  demands  aa 
enquiry  more  than  any  other  fubjeft. 

I  aik  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  detaining  them  fo  long,  and 
now  moft  humbly  thank  them  for  the  indulgence  they  have 
fhewn  me. 

Right  jion.  Sir  William  Meredith  faid,  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  in  thinking  the  independence  of 
Atnerica,  confidering  it  in  the  light  of  a  total  feparation  of 
intereft  and  conne^^ion  with  Britain,  was  an  event  to  be 
equally  dreaded  by  both  countries.  But^  if  confidence  in 
government  could  be  reftorcd ;  if  fair,  friendly,  affedio^ 
nate,  honeft  terms  were  offered;  would  but  the  father  of  his 
people  once  nin  to  meet  them  ;  would  the  people  thcmfelves 
extend  a  brother's  arm  to  receive  them ;  he  had  no  doubt 
but  they  would  view  their  own  fafety,  and  their  own  pro(pe- 
rity  in  too  juft  a  light,  to  prefer  the  protcftion  of  France  to  • 
that  of  their  parent  country :  but,  he  defired  the  Houfe  to 
recolle£l  the  language  that  had  been  held,  and  the  means  that 
had  been  ufed  to  procure  peace. 

Some  time  ago,  a  noble  Lord  offered,  what  he  calle<l,  a 
conciliatory  plan,  by  giving  up  the  ground  of  the  war,  taxa- 
tion. But,  the  very  day  after  he  had  moved  his  propofition, 
he  himfelf  pledged  his  honour  to  a  worthy  country  gentle- 
man, that  he  would  revive  taxation  over  America,  and  tax 
them  to  fome  purpofe,  the  moment  he  had  it  in  his  power,  . 
The  next  thing  was  the  conciliatory  bill,  which  was  10  ma- 
naged, as  to  prove  in  its  event  not  conciliatory  but  incen- 
diary. It  was  blafted  before  it  left  thefe  walls.  Peace  was 
never  thought  of ;  divifion  was  pointed  out,  and  hoped  for, 
as  the  beft  effedl  of  the  bills ;  and  the  principle  of  uncondi- 
tional fubmifllon,  not  relinquiflied,  but  the  impotence  of  en- 
forcing it  confefled  with  forrow  and  reluSance. 

The  very  words  of  the  treafury  bench  were,  that  the  bills 
might  at  lead  weaken  the  power,  and  counteraft  the  views 
of  the  American  leaders. 

When  the  commiffioners  went,  their  errand  was  imputed, 
liowever  unjudly  and  erroneoufly,  to  be  a  completion  of  this 
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dcfign,  not  to  unite  America  with  England,  but  to  break 
and  divide  the  Congrefs  among  themfelvesy  and  to  effeminate 
that  divifion  by  bribery.  Nor  was  any  ceffation  of  hoftili- 
ties  proclaimed  ;  but  burning  and  defoiating,  killing  and  flay- 
ing,-are  ftill  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  this  treaty.  All  the 
means  then  to  procure  peace  hitherto,  have  been  fire  and 
fword,  falfehood,  and  (as  the  Americans  were  told,  though 
falfely  told)  corruption.  From  thefe  feeds,  true  mercy  and 
reconcilement  can  never  grow  ;  and  truth,  liberty,  and  juf- 
tice,  are  the  only  means,  under  Heavqn,  to  ei^abliih  peace  on 
earth,  and  good -will  towards  men.  But  thofe  means  are  ftili 
to  be  tried.  He  was  afraid,  he  faid,  the  miniilers  would 
not  employ  them,  nor  would  credit  be  given  to  their  profef* 
fions  (hould  they  make  them. 

He  obferved,  that  the  fpecch  took  notice  of  the  prizes 
taken  by  the  merchants.'  Long  habits  with  commercial  people 
had  endeared  every  thing  to  him  that  promoted  their  honour 
and,  welfare ;  he  rejoiced,  therefore,  to  find  an  acknow- 
ledgment from  the  throne>  that  the  merchants  had  done  Co 
much  to  re-animate  the  hopes  of  their  country  and  reduce 
our  natural  enemies.  He  expeded,  therefore,  that  the  mi- 
nifters  would  account  for  that  unexampled  meafure  of  ex- 
pofing  the  merchants,  naked  and  defencelefs,  to  become  a 
prey  to  their  enemies,  at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war. 
He  himfelf  had  applied  for  permiflion  for  them  ro  carry  arms 
to  proteft  them  on  their  voyages,  which  the  minifters  de- 
nied ;  they  were  afraid,  they  faid,  Iqfl  they  fhould  fight  the 
French  too  foon  ;  they  were  alfo  afraid  of  their  felling  their 
arms,  had  they  been  allowed  them,  to  the  Americans.  The 
fpeedy  commencement  of  hoflilities  proves  the  folly  of 
hoping  to  prevent  war  by  abjeS  fear,  whiHl  the  noble  fpirit 
of  the  merchants  fhews  the  foulnefs  of  fufpeflrng  them  of 
loyalty  and  duty  to  their  country ;  yet,  under  that  fufpicion, 
their  property  had  been  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. With  the  fund  thofe  captures  produced,  they  were 
flrengthened  fo  as  to  begin  the  war  witfx  great  eclat  zx  fea  ; 
and  the  miniflers,  by  difarraing  our  merchants,  had  really 
done  more  to  ferve  America  than  the  alliance  of  France. 
He  believed,  he  faid,  that  if  letters  of  marque  had  been  if- 
fued,  inftead  of  orders  to  djfarra  our  merchant- men,  they 
would  have  done  more  to  fupprefs  the  troubles  in  America^ 
than  the  armies,  fleets,  and  councils  of  our  prefent  mini- 
jlers. 

He 


46  PARLTAMENTARY  A.  1778. 

He  oppofed  the  addrefs,  he  added,  for  this  rcafon  ;  that  the 
fpeech  admitted  a  failure  of  fuccefs  in  all  our  operations ; 
that  failure  muft  be  owing  either  to  bad  counfels,  or  bad  con- 
duft  in  execution.  The  mi'nifters,  he  obferved,  did  not  take 
any  demerit  to  themfelves.  The  imputation  was  therefore 
conveyed  to  thofe  admirals  and  generals  who  had  the  misfbr- 
tiiile  to  be  employed  by  them  ;  to  that  imputation  he  never 
would  confent.  Inceflantly  have  their  charafters  been  af- 
perfed  by  minifterial  agents ;  but  indire£ly  undefined,  dark 
infinuations,  is  the  mofl  malignant  fort  of  calumny.  He  was 
forry  to  fee  it  conveyed  in  fo  facred  a  vehicle  as  the  King's 
fpeech,  and  it  woula  be  highly  diftionourable  for  Parliament 
to  adopt  it. 

Lord  hlorih  began  with  declaring,  that  fince  he  had  any 
ihare  in  the  adminidration,  the  noble  perfon  alluded  to  as 
having  an  influence,  had  not  the  lead,  direftly  or  indirc6lly  j 
fo  that  noble  Lord  [Lord  Bute]  was  clear  of  all  imputations 
of  that  fort.  Whatever  faults  had  been  committed,  him- 
fclf  and  his  colleagues  made  themfelves  refponfible :  but  he 
could  not  think  that  the  removal  of  any  one  man,  or  of  more, 
from  the  miniftry,  at  this  time,  was  of  fuch  mighty  impor- 
tance as  to  prevent  that  unanimity  in  fupporting  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown j  which  was  expedient  at  this  junaure  ;  for  if 
It  was  not  fpecdily  done,  the  kingdom  might  be  loft.  He 
was  not  againft  an  enquiry,  but  this  was  not  precluded  by  the 
addrefs. 

He  accounted  for  the  late  departure  of  Admiral  Byron's 
fleet,  by  faying,  there  were  informations  which  made  it 
doubtful  whether  the  Toulon  fleet  was  intended  for  America  ; 
and  if  fo  large  a  fleet  as  Lord  Byron's  had  been  fent  out  be- 
fore the  deftination  of  D'Ettaing*s  had  been  certainly  known, 
France  might  have  altered  her  plan,  and  have  attacked  fome 
part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

He  faid,  the  Americans  had  now  been  ofiered  every  thing 
they  could  ex  peft;  the  terms  were  very  liberal:  but  to  have 
detached  them  from  their  alliance  with  France,  and  to  have 
reunited  them  to  lis,  the  price  was  not  too  high ;  though 
paying  their  debts  was  not  one  condition,  as  an  honourable 
gentleman  had  obferved. 

With  refpeft  to  evacuating  Philadelphia,  it  was  judged 
proper  to  diminiih  the  extent  of  our  lines,  and  to  colleft  our 
forces  within  narrow  bounds  ;  Penfylvania,  New-York,  and 
Rhode-Ifland  could  not  all  be  covered  at  the  fame  time ;  it 
was  therefore  thought  beft  to  ftation  the  army  at  New- York. 
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Aright  honourable  gentleman  [Sir  Wm.  Meredith]  had 
called  upon  the  miniftry,  to  know  what  authority  the  com- 
miffioners  had  to  give  up  the  fovereignty  of  this  country 
over  America,  and  by  this  afi  to  make  his  Majefty  depofe 
himfelf  in  that  part  of  his  empire.  He  did  not  know  that 
any  fuch  cpnceflion  had  been  made ;  nothing  had  been 
given  up  ;  for  the  Americans  had  not  accepted  any  thing. 
The  tyrannical  Congrcfs  had  rcfufed  all  terms ;  but  the 
people,  tired  of  their  ufurped  government,  and  of  their 
new  allies,  if  they  found  themfelves  fupportcd  by  vigorous 
exertions  from  Britain,  might  be  re-united  to  this  coun- 
try. It  had  been  faid,  if  Byron's  fleet  had  arrived  in  time 
to  have  joined  Lord  Howe,  and  D'Eftaing's  fleet  had 
been  deftroyed,  the  American  Congrefs  would  have  liftened 
to  terms  ;  but  this  fortunate  circumftance  was  prevented, 
yet  no  one  was  to  blame  ;  by  the  ufual  courfe  of  failing  he 
vrould  have  been  in  time,  but  a  ftorm  feparated  his  fleet,  and 
prevented  it.  But  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  has  (hewn  itfelf  in 
the  bravery,  good  difcipline,  and  zeal  of  its  national  ftrength,. 
the  military  ;  this  fliould  animate  us  to  exert  all  our .  powers 
with  unanimity  in  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  the  Crowm 

As  to  the  Dutch,  it  is  their  intereft  to  be  our  friends  ;  the 
major  part  of  the  people  in  Holland  are  fo.  Adminiftration 
has  not  loft  thefe  ancient  allies  by  any  bad  policy  ;  the  fame 
difliculties,  the  fame  difputes,  happened  with  them  at  the  be- 
ginning of  laft  war,  and  in  the  war  before  ;  they  wifti  to 
profit  as  individuals,  by  being  the  common  carriers  at  fea  as 
neutral  powers,  while  others  are  at  war  2  this  occafions  the 
{eizure  of  their  (hips  ;  a  lofs  to  individuals,  but  not  an  objeA 
Jikely  to  bring  on  a  rupture. 

His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  urging  the  propriety  of  the 
^ddrefs.   . 

The  Attorney  G^eral  [  Mr.Wedderburne]  faid,  he  thought 
the  Houfe  ought  to  be  unanimous  in  profecuting  the  war  with 
America ;  and  told  a  ftory  of  the  famous  Admiral  Blake ;  who, 
though  he  difliked  the  meafures  of  the  ufurper,  yet  being 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  called  his  crew  together  be- 
fore he  began  an  engagement,  and  told  them»  that  however 
they  might  differ  in  opinion,  as  to  the  juft  caufes  of  the  war 
they  were  engaged  in,  it  was  their  duty  to  lay  afide  their 
opinions,  and  unanimoufly  to  fight  the  enemy.  Upon  this 
principle  he  [the  Attorney  General )  thought  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  to  ad ;  being  engaged  in  a  war,  it  was  a 
|)ccoming  duty  to  the  crown  to  fupport  it. 

Lord 
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Lord  Hbwc  faid  h^  (houid  vote  for  the  addrcfs,  as  it   did 
not   preclude  an  enquiry.     He  wifbed  for  an  enquiry  j  but- 
thought  it  improper  to  be  mentioned  in  the  addrcfs.     If  any 
gentleman  moved  for   an  enquiry,  he  would  fecond    the 
motion. 

General  Burgoync  exprefled  how  qnuch  he  had  wilhed  to 
find  an  excufe  to  his  own  mind,  for  remaining  filent  on  that 
day  ;  that  he  believed  few  perfons  faw  him  offer  himftlf  to 
the  Speaker's  call,  without  feeling,  in  their  candour,  for 
the  peculiarity  of  hisfituation  \  that  in  pcrfonal  confideration, 
he  could  take  no  poflible  part  that  did  not  fubjedl  him  to 
ill-will  from  various  quarters  ;  that  in  particular  he  had  -  to 
expe6t  the  full  vengeance  of  wncn  in  power,  to  complcat  the 
facrifice  they  had  begun,  if  he  took  part  againft  their  niea- 
fures,  and  at  the  fame  lime  he  was  compelled  by  his  confcience 
not  to  fupport  them. 

He  faw  his  country  under  every  .fymptom  of  immediate 
diffolution.  Her  Itrugglcs,  if  fnch  in  their  weaknefs  they 
could  be  called,  appeared  the  lad  ftruggles  for  exigence.  In 
fuch  a  crifis,  he  ftiould  hold  himfeli  unworthy  the  name  of 
an  Engliftiman,  if  he  fuffered  any  confideration  to  interfere 
with  his  duty,  and  did  not  fet  at  nought  enmity  abroad  and 
enmity. at  home,*  though  it  were  the  bittereft  and  mod  acSive 
of  all,  enmity  of  bad  rncn  againft  thofe  they  have  injured. 
•  That  his  concurrence  in  the  propofed  amendment  wa^ 
unavoidable,  becaufe  it  went  to  enquiry  ;  that  two  gentler 
men  fMr.  Bullcr  and  the  Attorney  General  ]  hud  particu- 
larized the  mifcarriagc  of  the  northern  expedition,  in  which 
he  was  the  unhappy  principal  a6lor;  that  he  was,  as  laft 
year,  anxioufly  folicitous  to  bring  that  matter  to  a  parliamen- 
tary inqueft,  not  meaning  thereby  to  preclude  his  accufers,  if 
any  fuch  there  were,  of  a  further  trial  of  him  by  a  court 
martial  ;  that  he  called  upon  thofe  gentlemen,  to  ufe  their 
endeavours  in  the  Houfe,  united  with  his,  for  the  purpofe  of 
that  enquiry.  He  believed  there  was  not  an  officer  viho  had 
fervcd  in  America,  that  did  jfot  equally  wilh  for  enquiry  into 
the  condudl  of  the  war. 

The  great  fpring  upon  which  the  falvation  of  this  country 
muft  depend,  was  confidence  in  government — and  where  are 
we  to  look  for  it  ?  Was  it  to  be  found  among  the  old  and 
ratural  allies  of  this  country  abroad  ?  The  utmoft  comfort 
that  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  North  J  had  been  able  to  afford 
us  in  this  point,  is,  that  he  had  done  nothing  to  cftrange 

the 
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the  old  allies  of  this  country.  Did  it  appear,  had  we  any  twT 
fon  to  hope,  that  we  had  a  fingle  friendly  port  frppfi  th? 
Archipelago  to  the  Baltic  i  Even  Portugal,  fo  often  iaved  by 
our  arms,  fo  conftantly  foftercd  by  our  commercial  treaties, 
the  very  child  of  our  generofity,  forfakes  us  in  our  need,  and 
makes  her  contempt  an  cxcufe  for  her  ingratitude  ! 

Was  he  miftakcn  in  fuppofing  we  had  not  one  ally  i  He 
y  fhould  be  happy  to  be  undeceived.  The  information  that, 
in  opening  a  war  againft  the  whole  force  of  the  family  corn- 
pad,  perhaps  with  the  afliflance  of  Holland,  the  informa* 
tion  that  we  had  a  firm  and  well  digefted  treaty  with  the 
courts  of  Ruflia  and  Berlin,  would  tend  to  draw  a  willing 
tribute  from  the  public  purfe,  and  better  aifift  our  fuppliec, 
than  negotiations  between  the  Treafury  and  the  India  Houfe^ 
for  months  together.  But  if  we  had  no  confidence  among 
our  old  natural  allies,  had  we  the  refpe£i  of  our  enemies? 
He  need  only  refer  to  the  refcript  of  the  French  AmbaflTador^ 
for  an  infult  unheard-of  in  any  former  age  ;  to  tfie  treatment 
(hewn  by  the  Congrefs  to  the  Commiflioncrs  ;  and  laftly, 
to  their  reply  concerning  the  ratification  of  the  Saratoga 
convention.  He  would  join  with  the  heavieft  reproaches 
that  could  be  cad  on  the  Congfefs,  for  fuch  a  violation  of 
public  faith  ;  but  the  inftance,  with  all  the  ignominy  that 
attends  it  on  their  part,  will  alfo  mark  our  numiliation  ; 
for,  however  devoid  the  Congrefs  might  be  of  principle^ 
their  common  policy  would  have  been  our  fecurity  againft 
fuch  proceeding,  had  we  not  been  funk  in  their  judgment,  as 
in  that  of  all  the  world,  below  the  con fideration  of  refped 
or  fpirit. 

If  we  had  neither  refped  with  our  allies^  nor  with  our 
enemies,  had  we  confidence  at  home  ?  Where  was  that  in- 
fpiration  which  in  the  laft  war  attended  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies ?  It  is  loft  in  the  obfervation,  to  which  the  military 
cannot  be  more  blind  than  other  men,  that  inftead  of  union 
and  found  direction,  our  government  was  become  a  compound 
of  inconfiftencies  and  incongruities,  of  principles  the  moft 
remote,  and  formerly  fuppofed  irreconcileable.  Obftinacy 
and  indecifion,  rafhnefs  and  pufillanimity,  precipitancy  and 
languor,  made  up  what  was  called  a  miniftry  of  department. 
They  fuggelted  meafures,  thefe  framed  inftructions,  thefe 
baffledyand  then  difgraced  your  generals  and  admirals.  The 
minifter  took  ihelter  in  a  convenient  puzzle,  a  happy  am- 
biguity, a  faving  claufcy  and  found  lome  confolation  for  a 
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national  calamity  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  treacbcroos  victory 
over  thofe  he  had  employed. 

The  General  concluded  by  obferving,  that  to  confider  the 
fpccch  from  the  throne  as  the  fpeech  of  the  minifter,  was  h 
cftd  a  parliamentary  doftrine,  that  he  believed  no  perfon: 
within  thofe  walls  would  "be  hardy  enough  to  difpute  it ;  but 
that  there  were  other  places  where  it  was  the  pra£lice,  arttf 
the  ini(juity  of  perfons,  to  reprefent  a  difagreement  of  opi- 
nion with  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  as  a  difrefpe£t  to  the^ 
King ;  that  duly  and  attachment  ta  the  King  were  at  the 
heart  of  every  good  fubjeft  ;  and,  added  to  thofe  feelings  in 
his  bread,  there  was  moreover  a  deep  impreffion  of  obligation- 
for  the  great  favours  that  had  been  bellowed  upon  him  ; 
that  a  noble  lord  had,  upon  a  former  occafion,  recapitu* 
lated  thofe  favours,  and  poflibly  might  do  fo  again  ;  but 
that,  however  highly  they  might  be  dated,  his  gratitude 
would  accompany  them  :  that  under  thcfe  impreflions,  it 
became  peculiarly  and  indifpenfablv  neceflary  for  him  to 
declare  them  in  that  Houfe  ;  becaule,  by  the  management 
of  power,  by  a  fort  of  minifterial  fpell,  (never  could  that 
term  of  the  black  art  be  more  properly  applied,}  he  was 
precluded  from  profefling  hi^.  duty  in  the  royal  prefencc. 
That  in  fpcaking  in  that  Houfe,  he  fpoke  in  the  face  of 
his  country  ;  slnd  he  truded  the  time  could  not  be  remote 
vyhen  the  voice  of  the  country,  and  the  light  of  truth,  wouldf 
pierce  the  gloomy  atmofphere  that  en  wrapt  the  throne,  and 
ihew  things  as  they  were ;  when  men  (hould  be  judged  by 
their  condnft,  not  by  their  misfortunes  ;  and  when  they  who 
were  the  lead  fuccefsful  in  their  adlions,  might  dill  be  found 
faithful  fervants  of  their  country  and  their  King  in  their  prin- 
ciples, and  never  more  faithful  than  in  withholding,  as  far  ^i 
in  them  Jay,  the  fandion  of  Parliament  to  the  piifcondudl  of 
bis  miniders. 

Lord  George  Germainy  in  anfwer  to  the  General,  took 
dccafioh  to  date  his  preclufion  from  court  as  a  matter  of 
courfe  pending  an  enquiry  ;  and  his  Lordihip  remarked,  that 
the  General  had  no  great  caufe  to  complain  of  intentional 
Itard  treatment,  as  an  order  which  had  been  fent  him  to 
return  to  his  pod  when  his  health  would  permit,  had  not  been 
enforced,  notwiihftanding  he  feemed  to  be  in  perfeS  health. 
His  Lordftiip  faid,  he  had  not  feen  the  letter,  nor  the  anfwer, 
but  he  underdood  it  was  only  an  acknowledgment  of  having 
received  it. 

Cbl. 
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Col.  Barre  rofe  and  gave  a  general  reply  to  the  feveral 
fpeeches  made  on  the  part  of  admini/lration.  He  faid,  he 
could  never  be  perfaaded  to  believe,  that  the  objedlions  made 
to  the  amendment  moved  by  his  right  honourable  friend  near 
him  I'Mr.  T.  TownftiendJ  would  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  that 
Houfe,  on  the  gr(»und  of  reafon  and  fair  argument,  that  a 
wai*  with  France  involved  in  it  inevitably  a  continuance  of 

frofecuting  the  war  againll  America,  at  leaft  an  offcnfive  one. 
t  would  be,  in  fa6t,  confolidating  the  interefts  of  France 
and  America  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  breathing  fuch  a  princi- 
ple of  union  in  their  councils,  that  no  fyftem  of  policy,  how- 
ever wifely  planned  or  judicioufly  executed,  would  ever  here- 
after be  able  to  feparate  or  extinguifh ;  it  would  teach  the 
colonies  to  look  on  Great  Britain  as  the  common  enemy; 
every  advantage  gained  over  us  by  France  would  be  looked 
Upon  by  them  as  an  acquifition  of  10  much  power  and  (Irength 
thrown  into  their  fcale  ;  her  defeats  or  misfortunes  would 
be  confidered  as  the  defeats  and  misfortunes  of  the  thirteen 
United  states :  in  fine,  all  hopes  of  conciliation  or  friendly 
intercourfc  would  be  for  ever  baniflied  from  their  thoughts  ; 
and  the  great  ifliie  would  be,  which  party  had  the  ftrongeft 
arm  and  the  longed  fword.  If  this  was  the  effedlive,  nay, 
indeed,  the  obvious  language  of  the  fpeech,  and  if  this  lan- 
guage was  to  be  adopted  by  the  addrefs,  it  behoved  every  ho- 
ceft  man,  every  friend  to  his  country,  to  meafure  our  abili- 
ties before  we  committed  the  fate  of  this  country  to  the  event 
of  fo  hazardous  a  conieft.  In  making  this  eftimate,  it  would 
be  neceflary  to  go  fomewhat  into  detail,  in  order  to  enquire 
into  the  extent  of  our  abilities ;  our  refources  in  men  and 
ftioney  ;  to  know  what  alliances  were  in  our  power  j  to  exa- 
iDine  into  the  adlual  (late  of  the  nation,  &c»  and  upon  a  full 
ind  accurate  ftate  of  the  whole,  to  balance  the  total  againft 
the  (Irength  and  refources  of  our  enemies  ;  and,  upon  a  com- 

!)arifon  of  both,  come  to  a  conclufion  fuited  to  the  circum- 
tances  themfelves, .  independent  of  any  confideration  of  falfe 
pride,  falfe  honour,  or  national  refentment.  The  queftion  in 
the  ey^  of  reafon,  cool  refleftion,  and  found  policy,  could 
not  be,  what  were  the  extent  or  magnitude  of  our  provoca- 
tions ?  but  how  far  we  were,  or  were  not,  in  a  condition  to 
procure  redrefs  r  France,  he  allowed^  adled,  in  fome  fenfc, 
bafely  and  perfidioufly.  America  had,  moft  certainly,  en- 
tered into  a  moft  unnatural  alliance  :  but  it  was  not  becaufel 
France  was  infolent  and  treacherous,  or  the  colonies  forget- 
fbl  and  ungrateful,  that  we  fhould  arm  our  fecret  or  declared 

£  2  enemies 
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enemies  with  the  means  of  following  their  wrongs  with  frefh 
injuries,  or  madly  rufh,  in  a  fit  of  blind  revenge,  on  certain 
ruin  and  deftruftion. 

Much  had  been  faid  by  feveral  honourable  gentlemen  who 
fupported  the  addrefs,  to  prove,  that  our  abilities  were  equal 
to  our  refentments  ;  that  our  refources  were  immenfe ;  that 
the  Congrefs  were  tyrants,  and  were  obeyed  only  through 
fear ;  that  the  people  of  America  who  acknowledged  their 
power,  had  done  fo,  not  from  motives  of  good-will,  but  to 
avoid  punifhment ;  that  they  univerfally  hated  the  French, 
though  come  to  protedl  them  ;  that  with  fuch  an  augmenta- 
tion as  we  could  fend  out  in  the  fpring,  we  (hould  not  only 
be  able  to  retain  what  we  are  already  in  poffelTion  of,  but  to 
carry  on  an  ofFenfive  war,  and  make  frelh  conquefts ;  and  that 
divided  among  themfelves,  dilTatisfied  with  their  governors, 
and  jealous  of  their  new  allies^  the  repoflfeding  of  America 
was  ftill  prafticable.  Thefe  aflertions,  however  plaufibly  or 
confidently  urged,  vifcre  many  of  them  doubtful,  and  others 
were  known  to  be  exaggerated  or  ill-founded.  He  did  not 
mean,  he  faid,  at  fo  late  an  hour  of  the  night,  to  go  into  a 
minute  invefligation  of  each  of  thofe  heads,  to  difprove  the 
fads,  or  weigh  the  probabilities  on  either  fide.  It  wasenoggh 
for  him  to  maintain  in  argument,  that  no  found  leading 
f^A  had  been  fufEciently  authenticated  to  determine  the 
conclufions  of  that  houfe  ;  and  the  reft  amounted  to  mere 
probabilities,  or  rather  poflibilities.  The  fpeech  from  the 
throne  held  no  fuch  language  ;  the  two  minifters  prefent,  who 
would  gladly  have  caught  at  any  circumftance  which  wouW 
have  afforded  them  proper  ground  to  ftand  upon,  by  no  m^ns 
relied  in  argument  upon  ihofe  vague  uncertain  conjectures  ; 
conjeflures,  he  was  bold  to  maintain,  that  might  be  urged;ia 
any  fituation  :  indeed,  minifters  were  tired  of  reforling  to 
fuch  arguments,  they  were  aftiamed  any  more  to  repeat  them^ 
and  they  were  cautious  to  perfift  in  the  fame  tone  of  predict 
tion,  that  had  been  in  every  inftance  in  which  it  was  ufed  mod 
notorioufly  falfified.  The  fpeech  difclaimed  holding  out  fuch' 
delufive  hopes,  and  the  framers  of  it  were  filent,  in  a  great 
meafure,  on  the  fubjeft  ;  though  they  did  not  feem  much  dil^ 
pleafed  with  their  friends,  for  endeavouring  to  eftablifli*  a 
mode  of  reafoning  and  conclufion  which  they  had  fo  fuccefs* 
fully  employed  in  every  preceding  ftage  of  this  fatal  war  from 
the  very  commencement. 

Leaving,  however,  thefe  long-fighted  politicians  to  their 
very  curious  fpeculaiive  refearchcs  into  the  womb  of  futurity. 
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he  AkmM  chiefly  con6ne  what  he  had  to  offer  to  the  contents 
of  the  fpeech  itfclf,  the  language  of  minifters,  and  the  adual 
fituation  of  things  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
C'.  Thei{>eech,  in  the  firft  place,  has  given  us  a  (hort  hiftory 
of  the  conduft  of  France,  in  very  ftrong  terms  of  accufatiqn 
und  reproach  ;  it  has  dcfcribed  our  open  and  declared  ene- 
inies  in  very  plain,  diftinct  terms,  and  it  has  not  failed  to  in* 
finuate,  that  we  have  reafon  to  fear  that  there  are  other 
powers  who  have  not  yet  thought  proper  to  avow  themfelvcs  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  lufficient  fecurity  that  they  mav 
not  take  a  part  againft  us ;'  the  paflTage  itfelf  is  fo  pointed^ 
that  the  beu  comment  on  its  real  purport  will  be  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  very  words.  It  informs  Parlia- 
ment, that  "  the  great  armaments  of  other  powers,  however 
friendly  and  fmcere  their  profeffions,  however  juft  and  ho- 
nourable their  purpofes,  muft  neceffarily  engage  their  atten«> 
tiori." 

If  this  intimation,  thus  artfully  difguifed  in  ambiguous 
language,  did  not  amount  to  direct  proof  of  the  hoftile  difpo- 
fition  of  Spain,  it  was  fufficient  to  alarm  Parliament,  when 
It  was  coupled  with  the  additional  circumftance  of  the  actual 
engagements  fubfifting  between  the  refpective  branches  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  .  Jn  confidering  the  propriety  of  the  pre* 
fent  propofed  addrefs,  it  would  not,  he  preuimed,  be  ftretch- 
ing  probabilities  too  far,  nor  appealing  to  remote  or  fine-fpun 
fpecuiation,  to  fuppofe,  if  the  aid  of  Spain  (hould  become  ne* 
ceffary,  that  inftead  of  France  or  the  United  States  fingle- 
handed,  we  (hould  have  to  contend  with  France,  Spain  ^nd 
America.  The  fpeech,  he  affirmed,  imported  this,  or'  it 
created  ideal  bug-bears,  merely  to  deter  us  from  adopting  the 
very  meafures  it  affe^ed  to  recommend. 

This,  he  faid,  brought  him  to  the  language  held  by  minif* 
ters  themfelves,  which  he  had  a  right  to  interpret  as  the 
beft  afld  mod  authentic  conftruSion  of  the  fpeech.  They 
iVamed  it,  and  they  muft  be  the  ableft  interpreters  of  their 
own  meaning.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who 
Wasconfidered  as  the  oracle  of  that  Houfe,  had  fpokcn  upon 
every  fubjeft  but  what  was  properly  the  cjueftion  before  ih% 
Hotiffe.  He  had  fpoke  as  a  feaman  and  foldier  ;  but  had  bccu 
qiiite  filent  in  his  minifterial  charafter.  He  had  mcniioiicdthe 
evaciiation  of  Philadelphia;  the  engagement  off  Breft,  the  27th 
of  July  ;  the  failure  of  Admiral  Byron,  and  the  bad  fuccefsof 
our  adcnir^sand  generals,  whom,  as  well  as  himftlf  ^nd  his 
E  3  coU 
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colleagues  in  office,  he  was  fo  kind  to  exculpate,  and  tbrc^ 
all  the  blaAie  upon  chance,  misfortune,  and  the  elements  ;  but 
on  the  ftrength  of  our  enemies,  and  our  ability  to  contend-  wjjji 
them,  he  did  not  feem  defixous  to  beftow  much  atteiuioi?. 
The  noble  Lord  was  rtever,  however,  at  a  lofs  to  ftart  foiqe 
fubjeft  which  Ihould  ferve  him  in  the  place  of  all  other  mat- 
ter, and  which  at  the  fame  time  (hould  caich  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe.  Our  fleets  and  armies,  on  the  opening  of  every 
feffion,  were  to  perform  wonders  ;  but  now  they  were  only 
mentioned  in  the  fpeech,  to  pafs  an  oblique  cenftire  upon 
them,  for  •*  the  efforts  made  have  not  been  attended  with  the 
fuccefs  which  the  vigour  of  the  exertions  feemcd  to  promife." 
The  noble  Lord  trufts  every  thing  to  the  militia.  If  our 
trade  and  commerce  fufFer,  if  America  is  lofl,  if  our  depen- 
dencies in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies  are  already  on  the  eve  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  bur  enemies,  if  the  Mediterranean 
is  negleSed,  and  our  valuable  fortrelfes  there  in  daijger,  the 
noble  Lord  fettles  all  accounts  with  an  eulogium  on  the  cni- 
litia.  If  France  is  leagued  with  America,  and  Spain  (Jiould 
unite  with  both,  what  of  that  ?  Even  fuppofe  that  Holland 
ihould  confpire,  with  our  other  enemies,  in  order  to  etfeft  ovir 
total  deftruftion,  the  anfwer,  and  the  reafon  of  every  fpecies 
of  national  confidence  is,  that  we  have  a  militia  ;  and,  as  long 
as  we  have,  the  kingdom  is  fecure  ;  and  if  the  kingdom  is  ff- 
Cure,  fo  muft  every  part  of  the  empire. 

For  his  part,  he  faid,  no  man  had  an  higher  opinion  of  the 
value  of  fuch  a  conftitutional  body  of  men  ;  they  were  tnc 
|>eftand  mod  faithful  guardians  of  the  true  interufts,  as  well 
9S  the  liberties  of  their  country.  It  gave  him  particular  plea- 
fure  to  find  fo  noble  and  fo  patriotic  a  fpirit  breathe  through- 
out all  ranks  who  compofed  that  very  refpedlable  corps.  He 
felt  additional  .pleafure,  when,  upon  converfing  with  an  inti- 
mate friend  and  old  acquaintance  of  his  [Lord  Amherllj  npvv 
defer vedly  raifed  to  the  command  of  the  army  I  Here  a  Imi 
laugh ^  who  alTured  him,  that  the  militia  in  general  were  ^s 
complete  and  well  difciplined  a  body  of  men  as  he  ever  be- 
held in  his  life,  and  every  way  as  fit  for  fervice  as  any  vete- 
ran corps  in  Europe.  There  were  many  of  his  friends,  mcr^ 
on  whoin  he  could  fafely  rely,  and  who  had  particulaily  ev- 
erted themfclves  in  putting  that  corps  on  its  prefent  rtTpefl^- 
ble  fooling,  that  confirmed  every  thing  he  had  been  told  t)y 
his  worthy  friend  ;  willing,  therefore,  to  believe  every,  thing 
th^t  Could  pofTibly  be  faid  iq  their  commendation  j  willing  to 

grant 
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grant  every  thing  which  the  noble  Lord  could  build  upon  that 
circumftance,  what  did  it  amount  to  ?  That  our  militia,  aided 
\>y  the  ftanding  militar)'  force  of  this  kingdom,  was  able  to 
make  head  againft  an  enemy,  fo  as  to  prevent  an  invafion  ; 
or,  if  a  landing  was  efFc£ted,to  repel  the  foe  with  difgraceand 
defeat. 

^  But  if  he  allowed  this  in  its  fulleft  extent,  he  begged  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  not  expe^.to  take  more  by  this  admif-^ 
fion  th  in  the  afTertion  would  fairly  bear.  Would  the  miliiig 
afnrt  in  recovering  America  ?  Would  the  militia  defend  our. 
dependencies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies?  Would  the  mili- 
tia proie<5i  our  fortreifes  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  our  coni- 
mcrce  ?  Would  the  militia  fave  Ireland  from  invafion  ?  Would 
the  iTiilitia  co-operate  with  our  navy,  and  be  the  means  of 
giving  it  a  fuperiority  over  that  of  France  and  Spain?  If  all 
thofe  queftions  mud  be  anfwered  flatly  in  the  negative,  then, 
whatever  other  ftrefs  the  noble  Lord  laid  upon  the  aid  of  the 
militia  amounted  juft  to  this,  that  it  was  equal  to  the  rafk  of 
defending  this  country  and  no  more  ;  and  that  all  our  depen- 
dencies, of  every  description,  mud  fail  if  attacked  ;  or  de- 
pend upon  fleets  and  armies  for  fecurity,  f  rote£lion  and  (fe- 
ience. 

But  he  begged  leave  to  remind  his  Lordftiip,  that  even  m 
refpeft  of  the  home-defence,  other  circumftances  called  for 
his  Lordfhip's  attention,  or  thofe  whom  he  advifed  with  on 
military  aflFairs  ;  for  though  every  thing  which  men  fighting 
for  all  that  was  dear  fo  them  might  be  well  expeded  from  the 
militia,  it  was  necelTary  to  put  all  tenable  places  in  a  pofture 
of  defence.  A  numerous  and  well  difclplined  enemy  can  only 
be  retarded  by  fortreifes  and  ftrong  polls  ;  fuch  impediments 
ferve  to  divide  their  force,  to  protradt  operations,  and  embar- 
rafs  and  obftru6l  their  progrefs  into  the  country.  Double 
care  fhould  be  ufed  in  putting  our  naval  arfenals  into  a  proper 
flate  of  refiftance  ;  no  endeavours  fhould  be  wanting  to  ren- 
der, as  much  as  pofllble,  the  metropolis  inaccefiible  to  any 
fudden  approach  ;  and  if,  in  cafe  of  landing  in  the  northern 
or  fouthern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  force  of  the  nation 
fhould  be  neceflarily  divided,  one  part  ot  the  other  muft  fub- 
mit,  or  a  battle  be  hazarded  upon  unequal  terms,  if  the  enemy 
had  BO  obftriidlion  but  what  they  Ihould  meet  in  the  field. 
■  Independent  of  thefe  particulars,  there  were  feveral  parts  of 
the  ifland  vulnerable,  and  which  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
the  militia  to  defend — But  he  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  ; 
he  forgot  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  was  warden 
'         E4  of 
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^  theCinque  Ports^ .  If  he  had  recolle£led  that  circuin(lan<», 
he \vould  not  have  taken  tip  the  time  of  the.Houfe  on  fo  up- 
neceflTgry  precaution.  The  Cinque  Ports  were  fo  many 
towns  intruded  with  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  for  which» 
in- return,  they  eniojed  feveral  peculiar  and  beneficial  privi- 
leges. His  Lordffhip,  happily  for  the  kingdom,  filled  the 
important  poll  of  dire£t:ing  that  mode  of  ancient  defence ; 
/and  therjs  was  little  doubt  but  his  Lordfliip,  from  the  fanae 
generous  motives  which  induced  him  to  accept  of  the  truft, 
would  take  care  to  fee  it  faithfully  and  efFe£lually  execirted. 
What  then  had  the  kingdom  or  empire  to  dread  ?  The  mili- 
tia could  defend  it  from  all  hoHile  attacks  on  land,  and  the 
J-rOrd  Warden  wouldprote6l.it  againd  all  rtiaritime  hoftility. 

He  fa  id,  the   fpcech  fairly  pointed  out   our  enemies  ;  but 
,the  noble  Lord,  except  in  the  inllances  alluded  to,  forbore  to 
inentipn  opr  means  of  refiftance  out  of  the  kingdom,  and,  in 
fafta  acknowledged  that  our  dependencies  lay  at   the  mercy 
pi  our  enemies.     France  was  already  fuperior  to  us  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.     If  then 
Spain  (hould  take  part  in  the  quarrel  againft  us,  was  it  not 
^ident   that  our  dependencies   miift   inevitably  fall,  almoft 
without  ftriking  a  blow  ?  And  if  the  fame  contingency  (hould 
fall   out,  was  it  not  equally  evident,  that   France,  already 
pearly  equal  to  us  in  the  European  feas,  would,  if  joined  by 
Spain,  be  infinitely  an  over-match  for  us.    This,  he  contend- 
edf  wasthefingle  point  which  called  for  the  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe — Shall  the  addrefsgo  to  the  throne  in 
its  pfcfent  form  ?  Shall  we  run  the  rifque  of  beingftrippcdof 
every  foot  of  land  we  poflefs  beyond  low  water  mark,  upon 
the  tingle  event  of  Spain  joining  with  France  ?  But  fuppofc 
Spain  ihould  think  proper   for  the  prefent  to  defift,  Ihall  we 
urge  an  uncertain  war  with  France  to  no  purpofe ;  when, 
whatever  our  fuccefl'es  may  be,  it  will  always  be  in  the  power 
of  Spaiato  rob  us  of  the  fruits  of  our  viitories,  and  to  pre- 
vent us  from  any  indemnification  for  our  wafle  of  blood  and 
treafure,  by  prefcribing  to  us,  upon  the  pretence  of  amity, 
any  terms  (he  pleafes,  be  they  ever  fo  difgraceful  or  inade- 
quate ? 

He  then  proceeded  to  confider  the  peculiar  ftate  of  thefu- 

f;ar  iflands,  which  he  aflirmed  had  been  moft  (hamefully  ncg- 
e6^ed,  though  he  had  predi<Sled  literally  what  had  fincc  hap- 
pened, and  prefted  frequently  upon  minifters  in  that  Houfe 
to  make  a  fuiiable  provifion  for  their  protection  and  fecurity. 
l^fiere  another  loud  laugh. 1^     He  faid,  gentlemen  were  very 

welcome 
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welcome  to  make  merry  at  his  expence.but  that  (hould  never 
prevent  him  from  difcharging  his  duty.  Soon  after  we  re- 
vceived  accounts  of  the  teroiination  of  the  laft  canopaigti  ;  but 
more  particularly,  as  foon  as  minifters  had  no  longer  even  the 
colour  of  a  pretence  for  fuppofing  that  France  had  no  inten- 
tion of  interfering  in  the  difpute  with  our  colonies,  he  endea- 
voured to  awaken  them  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  danger  the 
Weft  India  iflands.  would  be  in,  and  how  very  neceflary  it 
was  to  fend  an  immediate  and  efFe6lual  fupply  for  their  pro- 
tedlion  and  defence.  The  anfwcr  given  by  the  noble  Lord 
and  his  coadjutor  was,  the  tafk  of  defending  oiir  pofleflionsin 
the  Weft  Indies  by  a  land  force  is  imprafticablc,  and  would 
be  in  a  great  mealure  inefficacious  ;  our  diftant  dependencies 
rouft  be  ever  proteded  by  a  naval  force.  As  long  as  we  are 
fuperior  at  fea,  our  infular  dependencies  muft  be  defended  by 
our  fuperior  fleets.  While  we  continue  matters  at  fea,  the 
Weft  India  iflands  would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  France ; 
it  would  be  therefore  totally  abfurd  to  put  the  nation  toanun- 
neceflary  expence.  I  doubted  of  this  reafoning,  faid  hei  at 
the  time,  becaufe  I  did  not  believe  that  we  were  in  a  (late  of. 
naval  preparation  to  fufficiently  afford  that  fpecies  of  aflltl- 
ance  on  which  minifters  feemed  fo  confidently  to  rely •  t 
ftated  my  doubts  and  fears,  and  they  have  been  realize 
exactly  as  I  forefaw.  What  has  happened  ?  Dominica^'  0]Qe 
of  your  moft  valuable  iflands,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Where  was  your  boafted  naval  fuperiorify; 
when  two  frigates  and  a  few  floops,  &c.  were  permitted  to 
land  a  military  force,  and  make  a  conqueft  of  this  very  va- 
luable and  important  ifland  ?  Did  not  I  tell  you,  in  my 
place,  when  the  army  returns  were  laid  upon  your  table,  that 
1 200  men  were  not  a  fuflicient  defence  for  the  whole  of  your 
dependencies  in  the  Weft  Indies?  Hath  not  what  I  urged 
upon  that  point  proved  literally  true  ? 

But  minifters,  by  their  public  conduft,as  well  as  their  con- 
dudt  in  this  Houfe,  have  affected  to  treat  the  lofs  of  Domi- 
nica as  a  matter  of  little,  or  indeed  of  no  importance  ;  they 
have  not  deigned  even  to  give  it  a  place  in  the  Gazette, 
though  they  have  communicated,  through  the  fame  channel, 
the  important  intelligence  of  the  taking  of  the  ifland  of  Mi- 
quelon  and  St.  Pierre. 

Here,  he  faid,  he  muft  enumerate  the  particulars  of  this 
glorious  conqueft,  in  which  he  talked  of  the  oil,  blubber, 
and  170  mulcts,  and  the  formality  of  the  capitulation  ;  he 
happened  to  fay,  that  his  information  t>n  this  fubject  was 
from  an  officer^  as  brave  and  as  able  a  man  as  he  ever  knew, 

and 
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and  for  whom  he  retained  the  higheft  perfonal  rfleem,  whidi 
occafioned  another  loud  laugh  :  he  proceeded,  however, '  and 
drew  this  conclufion  ;  that  no  better  proof  could  be  given  of 
the  nniform  fpirit  of  delufwn  and  impofition- which  pervaded 
the  conduct  of  mihrfters,  than  the  omitting' any  mention  ctf 
the  lofs  of  Dominica  in  the  Gazette,  and  at  the  fame  time 
dwelling  with  fuch  an  appearance  of  exultation  and  pompo- 
City  on  ihe  taking  of  a  barren  ifland  in  the  northern  fea,  and 
a  few  fifhing  boats,  tons  of  oil,  and  rufty  mnfkets*. 

He  next  proceeded  to  contraft  the  lufs  of  Dominica  with 
that  of  Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre.  He  faid  there  were  docu- 
ments which  would  prove,  that  the  imports  into  this  country 
from  that  ifland  in  the  year  1773,  amounted  to  268,000).  ^^^^^9 
five  tiir.es  over,  than  the  fee  (imple  of  Miquelon  ;  and  the  ex- 
port* from  hence  to  50,000!.  ard  he  prcTumed,  though  ht*  «lid 
not  preti.nd  to  afcertain  the  fact,  that  both  (Incc  ihat  period 
\ycre  confidcrably  on  the  increale  ;  if  fo,  then  furcly  miniltcrs 
were  mofl  unpardonabiy  to  blame,  to.trult  the  defence  of 
^fo*vaTuable  a  poii'dlion  to  171  men  irank  aiui  file  ;  which  ap- 
,'bear«d  to  be  the  whole  of  the  force  on  the  illand,  at  the  time 
ilf  the  laft  returns  laid  before  thai  Houfe  by  the  proper  officer  ; 
and^by  the  terms  c/f  capitulation,  tl.at  force,  inadequate  as  it 
was,  appeared  .to  have  been  confid^jrably  diminilhed  :  but 
•when  other  circumftances  were  mentioned,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  Houfe  would  hear  them  with  aftonifhment  and  indig- 
nation. 

Minifters,  when  it  anfwered  the  temporary  purpofes  of  de- 
bate, had,  as  already  mentioned,  condemned  any  other  means 
of  defence,  but  what  could  be  derived  from  a  fuperior  fleet  : 
But  they  were  not  always  of  that  opinion  ;  for  he  could  prove, 
from  parliamentary  documents,  and  from  the  teftimony  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  eye,  [fnppofed  to  mean  A.  Ba- 
con, !  that  va(l  fums  had  been  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 
internal  defence  of  Dominica,  no  lefs  than  the  fum  of  64,000!. 
within  a  very  few  years,  the  principal  part  of  which  pafTed 
through  that  honourable  gentleman's  hands.  Fortreffes  were 
creded,  polh  fortified  ;  but  it  feems  man  to  man  to  defend 
them  were  thought  totally  unnecelfary  :  nay,  fo  eager  was 
adminiftration  to  render  the  idand  invulnerable,  that  before  a 
brick  was  laid,  or  any  previous  itep  takei),  no  lefs  than  the 

trifling 


*  The  account  of  the  French  taking  Dominica  was  not  publifhed 
in  the  London  Gazette  till  the  iirH  of  December  1778. 
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trifling  fnm  of  5oool.*was  paid  for  furveyin^;  the  iflwind,  and 
giving  in  plans  of  the  ftrong  holds,  batteries  and  i^'iia  thought 
neceflary  to  be  erefled.  It  was  true  that  a  very  i^rrr.idaDic 
train  of  artillery,  amounting  to  upwards  of  170  |)iect;s  of  can- 
non, was  included  in  the  fum  already  mentioned  ;  but  iHiAl 
unfortunately,  every  (hilling  that  had  been  expended  was  not 
only  rendered  of  no  fervice  in  defending  the  place  for  want  of 
men,  but  was  fo  much  money  worfc  than  thrown  away,  be- 
caufe  it  was  adually  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  our  enemies  ; 
for  every  fingle  gun  taken,  or  work  raifed,  .would  be  em- 
ployed either  defenfively  or  offenfively  againit  us. 

He  faid,  fuch  was  the  firft  fatal  blow  ftruck  in  the  Weft 
Indies ;  and,  confi-Jerlng  the  vicinity  of  the  French  fugar 
iflands,  their  military  ftrenglh,  and  our  naval  imbecility,  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  he  (hould  not  be  at  all  furpriztd  to 
hear  of  other  of  the  iflands  fliaring  the  fame  fate,  and  in  the 
end,  of  our  being  ilr ippcd  of  every  Angle  foot  of  land  we 
poflefled  there. 

He  lamented  the  melancholy  fituation  of  the  unhappy  per- 
fons  who  had  their  properly  in  thofe  iflands,  confidering  the 
very  precarious  tenure  by  which  they  held  ii  ^  he  faid,  if  fomc- 
thing  were  not  fpeedily  done,  the  Weil  India  merchants  a^d 
planters  muft  be  totally  ruined.  He  was  well  informed,  that 
the  worfl  confequences  were  dreaded  by  that  very  ufeiul  and 
refpeclable  body.  He  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  a  gentle- 
man who  had  very  large  pofleflions  and  extenfive  dealings  in 
ihofe  iflands,  whofe  public  and  private  charadler  docs  him 
honour  in  the  opinion  of  every  party  ;  the  gentleman  was  an 
alderman,  and  3,  member  of  that  Houfe,  whom  he  did  not 
now  fee  in  his  place,  he  (hould  therefore  take  i|^e  liberty  to 
mention  his  name  ;  it  was  Mr,  Oliver,  who,  on  account  of 
the  critical  fituaiion  of  his  affairs,  had  refc.lved  to  quit  all  his 
connexions  here  as  a  public  man,  and  repair  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  to  take  care  of  his  private  conceriis.  He  highly  ap- 
proved of  his  prudence,  as  well  as  his  public  declaralionn 
that  allegiance  was  due  only  where  it  wa§  returned  by  pro- 
teflion  ;  for  where  the  latter  was  omitted  through  negleft,  or 
wilfully  withheld,  either  diredlly  or  by  confequence,  the 
formef  was  no  longer  due. 

After  dwelling  very  fully  on  thcfe  feveral  heads,  he  referred 
to  that  paflTage  in  the  addrefs  which  feemed  to  caft  a  cenfure 
on  the  commanders  by  fea  and  land,  which  he  treated  with  the 
utmoft  feverity,  as  robbing  men  of  the  firll  profeliional  char 
jadcr  in  this  country,  and  of  the  firft  refped  a,i  individuals, 
.8  of 
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of  what  to  a  feaman  or  foldier  miift  be  dearer  than  life,-  of 
their   fame  and  reputation  ;  and  that  in   order  to  cover  -or 

?alliate  their  own  bhindcis  and  grofs  incapacity  as  minifters. 
Jo  man  who  had  tried  them,  he  affirmed,  would  Aiffer  hiiA'* 
felf  to  be  again  deceived,  mifreprefented,  and,  as  far  as  th^ii* 
power  went,  eventually  difgraced.  No  man  but  a  mad^mait^ 
and  one  totally  regardlcfs  of  his  own  honour  and  reputatiotv, 
after  what  had  already  happened^  would  tru(t  both,  not  to  tlift 
fortune  of  war,  but  as  the  mere  fcape-goat,  to  anfwer  for  the 
crimes  and  follies  of  men  every  way  inadequate  to  fill  thtiinl* 
portant  itations  in  which  they  were  placed.  To  fupport  thfc 
aflertion,  he  appealed  to  the  proper  knowledge  of  the  Houfe^ 
if  every  man  who  had  been  employed  under  the  prefent  ad*- 
miniftration  had  not  in  fome  meafure  been  difgraced  ;  whe- 
ther in  their  abfence  they  had  not  been  (hamcfully  villified 
and  traduced;  whether,  they  had  not  been  mifreprefemed 
openly,  or  their  charaflers  fecretly  aflfaflinated  in  print,  iti 
minifterial  pamphlets  and  newfpapers,  in  converfations  both 
within  and  without  their  doors. 

But  if  no  other  reafon  exifted  for  the  great  names  which  he 
alluded  to  declining  any  fervice  under  fuch  an  adminiftration^ 
the  mode  lately  adopted  for  carrying  on  the  war  in  America 
was  fufficient  to  make  them  fly  from  fuch  a  fervice  with  horror> 
and  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  thofe  who  were  the  au- 
thors and  advifers  of  it.  Engliftimen,  naturally  brave,  gene*- 
rous  and  humane,  muft  revolt  at  any  fervice  fo  utterly  repug* 
nant  to  their  feelings,  and  the  principles  which  they  imbibed 
by  their  habits  and  education  under  a  free  government.  Ai 
foldiers,  they  muft  refnfe  to  carry  fo  barbarous  a  plan  into 
execution  ^  as  citizens,  they  muft  deteft  any  plan  of  policy  ■ 
which  Auft  terminate  in  flavery  or  extirpation. 

A  learned  crown  officer  over  the  v/ay,  fuppofed  to  have 
great  weight  in  our  public  councils  [Attorney  CjeneralJ,  had, 
with  his  ufual  addrefs,  endeavoured  to  Ihew,  that  the  duties 
of  an  officer  were  merely  minifterial  ;  that  he  muft  execute 
his  orders  pundually,  without  qucftioning  their  political  pro- 
priety or  their  juftice;  and,  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  re- 
ferred to  a  well  known  anecdote  of  the  celebrated  Admiral 
Blake,  who,  on  difcovering,  on  (vm^  occafion,  that  the  offi- 
cers who  fcrved  under  him  were  diifatisfied  with  the  fervice 
they  were  engaged  in,  convened  them  aboard  his  own  (hip, 
and  told  them,  the  queftion  to  be  confidered  by  them,  as 
profcffional  men,  was  not,  whether  the  powers  they  afted un- 
der 
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der  were  fuch  as  they  approved  of,  but  whether^  having  .the  de* 
ience  of  the  kingdoixi  and  the  Britifh  flag  committed  to  their 
care,  they  ihould  not  do  all  in  their  power  to  preferveboth 
and  diftrefs  the  common  enemy.  He  allowed,  that  when 
men  einbarked  in  a  command,  and  accepted  of  a  fervicewith 
^I  its  annexed  conditions,  they  were  bound  by  the  reafoning 
oif  Blake,  and  were  in  duty  and  honour  engaged  to  acquit 
themfelves  according  to  their  particular  fituation  at  the  timc=: 
but  he  was  certain,  that  Blake  then,  and  everj^  officer  now^ 
in  the  capacity  of  a  citizen  and  a  reprefcntative  in  this  Houie, 
flibod  justified  in  declining  any  fervice  of  which  he  difap^ 
proved.  Or  cenfuring,  as  a  fenator,  any  meafure  of  policy 
which  he  lopked  upon  to  be  contrary  to  the  ufages  of  war,  or 
repugnant  to  the  honour  and  intered  of  his  country  ;  andas 
to  the  very  matter  alluded  to,  he  was  fatisfied  that  Blake,  as  a 
citizen  and  member  of  that  Houfe,  in  his  fenator ial  charadeiv 
would  gladly  have  contributed  to  pull  down  the  form  of  go^ 
vernm^nt  and  u  fur  pat  ion  under  which  he  fought  and  coa-» 
quered  as  a  feaman.  < 

Mr.  Rtgl>y  faid,  the  queftion  between  this  country  and 
America  was  totally  changed.  It  was  no  longer  a  (trugglc 
for  popular  rights,  no  matter  whether  ideal  or  well  founded^ 
on  one  fide,  or  of  a  fyftem  of  treaty,  lenity,  and  good*-will^ 
leading  to  conciliation,  on  the  other.  France  and  America 
were  now  to  be  confidered  as  one  power,  formed  of  two 
parts  ;  their  declared  interefts  were  the  fame,  fo  was  their 
friends  and  enemies  ;  it  was  therefore  irapoffible  to  feparate 
them  in  any  one  point  of  view  in  which  they  could  poflibly 
be  confidered. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  table  [Mr.  Town- 
fhendj,  who  had  moved  the  amendment,  framed  it  on  a  fup- 
pofed  diftindlion,  that  America  coiild  be  detached  from  her 
engagements  with  France  ;  or  if  not,  by  ceafing  to  profecutc 
the  war  in  that  country,  the  colonies  might  be  induced  to 
a  neutral  part.  Such  an  idle  and  vain  fuppofition,  he  mud 
confefs  alloniflied  him,  when  it  was  evident,  that  almoft 
every  perfon  who  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  amendment,  con-r 
eluded,  that  fp  far  as  the  prefent  caufe  of  quarrel  betwe^it 
France  and  Great  Britain  could  be  fuppofed  to  operate,  tlie 
United  States  would  never  relinquiih  their  engagements  with 
tbe  court  of  Verfailles. 

.He  gave  his  opinion  thus  freely,  as  a  Britifli  fenator,  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  real  motives  which  may  have 

determined 
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determined  the   national  councils.     He  had  often  d^Isired 
before,  and  he  now  wilhed  to  repeat  it,  that  neither  bis^  fitir^ 
atiou   nor  habits  of  life,  furnifhed  him  with  any  means  c^ 
ixxformation,  but  what  he  heard  within  thofe  walis>  or   m 
common  converfation.     So   far  as  thofe   lights  were  fijflfe- 
cient  to  dire£^  him,  he  had  formed   his  opinions,  add    he 
thought  they  enabled  him  to  pronounce  without  refenre,  thjrt 
France  and  America  Ihoiild  be  confidered  as  one  enemy  ;^iind 
that  every  concellion  offered   to   either,  mull    in  reality  be 
applied  to  both.     Suppofe,  for  indance,  that  our  fleets  and 
armies   ihould  be   recalled  from  America,  or  our  oflTenm^ 
operations  fufpended,  was  war  to  be  purfued  againft  France  i 
If  it  was,  he  was  ready  to  maintain  and  prove,  that  iticha 
war  would  be  deemed  by  the   colonies,  to  all   intents  and 
purpofes,    a   continuance  of   hoftilities  againfl;   them ;    and 
would  involve  fimilar  confe^uences  as  if  made  upon   thefa>4 
iclves.     The  amendment,  therefore,  in   his  opinion^  meant 
notlMng,  unlefs  it  was  intended  to  be  followed  by  a  concelv 
fjonal  treaty,  the  bafis  of  which,  befides  relinquilhing  every 
claim    of   fiiperiority    over    America,    muft   be    accompa- 
nied by  other  concellions   not   lefs   difgraceful,  though    not 
perhaps  fo  deftrudlive    to   the  power  and  intercfts   of  this 
aounf^y,  . 

:  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  wiflied,  he  faidj 
fincerely  for  unanimity.  He  profefled  fo  ftrong  a  deCre  fot 
it<„  that. he  faid  he  would  agree  to  almoft  any  addrefs,  in  thd 
prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  fooncr  than  let  our  enemies  know^ 
that  we  were  divided,  fo  that  it  could  be  done  confidently 
with  the  public  fafety.  He  admired  the  honourable  gentleman's 
cpftdour  ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  would  never  publicly  approve  of 
meafiires  which  he  fecretly  difliked.  He  knew  the  value  of 
union  as  well  as  any  man  ;  but  he  (hould  never  con  lent  td 
puirchafe  it,  at  the  expence  of  his  confcicnce,  or  when  contrary 
tu  his  judgment.  The  hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends  migof 
be  in  adminiftration  to-moriow  ;  but  whether  thofe  at  /his  (»f 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe  were  in  power,  he  was  determined 
never  to  make  a  furrender  of  his  undevRanding  to  iirengthert 
the  adminiitration  of  any  fct  of  trien  in  office.  If  they  a6led 
right,  that  to  hi  in  would  always  be  a  fiifficient  inducement 
to  give  them  his  fupport  ^  when  they  acted  wrong,  nothing" 
fhould  prevail  on  him  to  contradicl  his  own  fentimentSi 
He  would  never  purchafe  union  at   fuch  a  price  ;  and  if  the 

honourable 
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honourable  gentleman's  friends  ftould  C'dtne  into  i5la<?<?raftd 
the  argument  of  tinanimity  flionld  bie  tJrged,  as  ±  rra/orr'tat 
his  fupporting  mcdfurcs  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  H 
would  nctcf  weigh  with  htm ;  for  he  fhonld  Took  npcm  him- 
fdf  at  fiiU  liberty  to  determine  on  the  particular  circumftan- 
CCS,  as  they  ittight  arife,  and  by  no  naeans  botind  to  any  af- 
feot  hut  what  wa^  preceded  by  conviction. 

The  addrefs  moved  was,  as  ufual,  a  reply  and  approbatioii 
to  the  King>  fpecch.  The  amendment,  though  recom- 
mending vigorous  tneaftires  to  be  adopted  againft  France, 
and  fot'the  general  defence  of  the  empire,  was  in  fact  a  ne- 
gative.  He  thcrtefore  wifhed  that  gentlemen  would  coiifi- 
der  the  rea(  qocftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  give  their  voie 
aficordiugly ;  and  ferioufly  refledl,  that  a  negative  6n  iUt 
pt^fent  occan6nv  under  any  fpecious  pretence  whatever,  would 
amount  to  a  dfre£k  refufal  of  fupporting  his  Majefty  agaioft 
his  open  and  declared  enemies  ;  and'that j  under  circumftanctife 
of  aggravation,  of  infolence,  and  perfidy  hitherto  unknown' 
to'any  fovercign  of  this  country  for  many  ages-  On  this 
narrow  ground  the  queftion  at  prefent  (tood  ;  and  whaf- 
ct^  motives  of  policy  might  hereafter  (hew  themfetves  ia 
this  bufinefs,  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe  muft  be  folely  dc* 
termined  by  the  confideration,  whether  France  was  Or  wat 
not  tq  be  refitted  in  her  perfidious  attacks  and  treacherous 
machinations  on  the  interelts  and  honour  of  this  country. 

Much,  he  faid,  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  been  urg«l 
againft  the  condudt  of  minifters,  both  refpe£ling  the  mekf«res 
pTaxwed  by  them,  and  their  fuppofed  ill-treatment  of  thotc 
to  whofe  care  they  committed  the  carrying  them  into  exe- 
cution. He  meant  the  officers  intrufted  with  fuperior  com- 
naands  in  the  army  and  navy. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  had  relied  much 
in  argument  upon  this  latter  circumftance ;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  differ  with  him  entirely,  both  as  to  the  faft  and  con^ 
clufion.  One  great  naval  officer,  had  expreffed  himfelf  in 
favour  of  the  addrefs,  by  faying,  he  fhould  vote  for  it ; 
and  had  expreficd  his  difapprobation  of  an  enquiry  (con- 
tradifted  by  his  Lordfhip  by  a  nod  of  dilFcnt.)  But 
fuppofmg  it  were  otherwife,  he  coiiid  not-  perceive  what 
diredt  relation  an  inquiry  had  to  the  addrefs ;  th.ey  were 
not  incompatible  with  each  other.  The  addrefs  might  be 
agreed   to  this  night,  and  an  inquiry  might    be  moved  at 

any 
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any  fubfequent  period   in  the   feflion.      For  his  part,  he 
could  not    perceive  either  the    meaning  or  neceflity  of. a 
previous  inquiry*      The    addrefs   might    be    neceflary,     fa 
might  the  inquiry  ;  but  to  poftpone  the  former,  till  the  lat« 
ter  took  place^  appeared  to  him  a  moft  extraordinary  pro-. 
polition.     As  far  as  he  could  learn ,  there  was  no  blame  itn-. 
putedy  in  any  particular  inftance,  l3ut  in  one  he  iliould  im- 
mediately mention  ;  and  the  palfage   in  the  fpee<;hy  fo  invi* 
dioufly  commented  on^  imparted  no  cenfijre  upon  any  per- 
fon.     It  faid,  and  faid  truly,  that  our  fuccefles  had  not  an-' 
Jwered  our  expectations  \  but  that  no  more  implied  any  d^ 
gree  of  cenfure,  than  the  difappointments  which  the  events 
of  war  are  fubjed  to.     The  exception  he  alluded  to  wa8> 
in  refpe^Sl  of  an  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery,. . 
[General  Burgoyne.]  He  did  not  prefume  to  throw  any  blame 
upon  that  officer ;  but  certainly  the  failure  of  the  expedi- 
tion committed  to  his  charge  was  the  real  caufe  of  all   our 
fubfequent  misfortunes  ;  of  the  interference  of  France,  and  » 
of  every   calamity  that  has  fmce   happened.     He  was  not  ■ 
very  fond  of  inquiries,   unlefs  he  thought  there  was  an  ur- 
gent occafion  for  them;  but  he  acknowledged  that  he  would  . 
be  extremely  well   pleafed   to   have  that  particular  matter 
fully  examined  and  fiftcd  to  the  bottom:     He  thought  there  - 
was  mifmanagemcntyim^«;/>^r^/  and  as  he  could  not  pretend 
to  determine,  without  proof,  fo  he  earneftly   willied  that,, 
at  9  proper  feafon,  the   necelfary   fteps  might   be  taken,  in 
order  to  fix   the  blame  where  only  it  ought  to  reft.     He 
was  aware  that  fuch  an  inquiry  could  not  be  fet  on  foot  at 
prefentjbecaufe  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  amenable^ 
by  the  laws  of  war,  to  any  tribunal  in  this  country.     When- 
ever the  day  JIvjuIcI  arrive y  that  he  was  free  from  the  condi- 
tions of  his  captivity,  that  would  be  the  proper  time  to  in- 
quire into  his  condudt,  and  how  far  he  was,  or  was  not  juf- 
tified  by  his  in(tru£lions  ;  in  the  mean  time,  all  inquiry  muft 
be  i'ufpendcd. 

Mr.  T.  Tovunjhend  clofed  the  debate,  by  replying  fhortly 
to  the  feveral  objc6lions  ftated  to  his  motion.  The  Houfe 
grew  clamorous  for  the  queftion,  which  being  put  at  half 
after  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Houfe  divided  : 

For  the  amendment         107 
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November  27. 

Report  of  the  addrcfs. 

Sir  Philip  Jennin^^s  CUrie  faid,  he  found  himfelf  under  the 
neceffity  either  to  put  a  negative  upon  the  addrefs,  or  to  con- 
tend for  the  amendnnent  propofed  the  day  before.  He  faid 
it  was  highly  improper,  at  this  crifis,  10  pay  compliments  to 
the  ihrone>  at  a  time  of  public  calamity,  when  the  fafety  of 
the  kingdom  was  manifeflly  at  ftake,  and  every  hour  waS 
pregnant  with  fome  new  inftance  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
prefent  minifters.  It  appeared  to  him  highly  injurious  to  the 
nation  to  promife  his  Majefty  the  effedual  fupport  of  that 
Houfe,  in  meafures  deftru<3ive  of  his  dominions/andfor  con- 
tinuing in  office  men  who  were  refolved  to  adhere  to  the  fame 
ruinous  plans  thai  had  brought  us  into  our  prefent  alarming 
fituation. 

Mr.  Adam  faid,  he  had  offered  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,'  in  the 
coiirfe  of  the  night  before  ;  but  as  he  found  the  debate  in  much 
abler  and  more  important  hands,  he  did  not  perfift  in  his  inten* 
tion  of  fpeaking  then.  That  he  would  have  been  happy^ 
however,  to  have  fucceeded  in  his  attempt  to  fpeak  on  the  for- 
mer day,  as  the  arguments  he  meant  to  take  notice  of  were 
then  frelh  in  the  memory  of  the  Houfe.  However,  as  he  had 
failed  in  that,  he  would  beg  leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  what  had  paflcd  on  that  occafion,  though  it  was  not 
perfeflly  confident  with  order  to  allude  to  the  former  debate 
upon  the  report.  He  then  faid,  that  an  honourable  gentleman 
over-againft  him  [Sir  William  MefediihJ  had  aflerted  that  the 
conciliatory  bills  Ijad  patfed  much  contrary  to  the  inclination  of 
the  Houfe,  though  there  had  been  no  oppofition  to  them,  and 
that  the  rehicEtant  countenances  of  every  perfon  prefent  had 
Ihewn  the  ill-will  they  bore  to  that  meafure,  which  had  not 
paflcd  without  fingular  unanimity.  Mr.  Adam  faid,  it  was 
not  his  bufincfs  to  decide,  how  far  the  Houfe,  which  had  con- 
fented  to  that  meafure,  neniine  contradicentCy  with  apparent  re- 
luflance,  had  confented  with  fingular  unanimity  or  rio.  He 
only  wifhed  to  put  in  a  word  for  himfeif.  That  if  he  was 
nor  the  only  perfon,  he  was  the  hrft  perfon  that  gave  his  opi- 
nion againft  thofe  bills.  That  having  done  what  he  thought 
his  duty  in  dd.vering  that  opinion,  he  did  not  think  he  .would  ^ 
have  been  jiiftifiable  in  carrying  his  oppofition  farther  to  a 
meafure  which  was  of  fo  fingular  a  nature  as  to  meet  with 
the  united  approbation  of  both  fides  of  the  Houfe.  He  there- 
fore avoided  faying  «5,  upon  the  queltion  being  called,  as  he 
thought  an  individual  ought  to  acquiefce  after  having  given 
his  opinion,  where  that  opinion'was  fingle,  and  that  he  would 
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not  have  a£led  a  proper  part,  if  he  had  prevented  that  vote 
from  going  to  America  with  all  the  force  oi  nemine  contradi" 
cente  ftrongly  attached  to  it,  as  that  feemed  to  be  thought  a 
matter  of  confiderable  importance  by  every  other  perfon,  and 
tending  very  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure.  That  he 
muft  take  the  liberty  of  telling  the  Houfe,  that  his  predidiions 
with  refped  to  the  eiFe£l  of  thofe  bills  had  been  fulfilled  ;  that 
the  minifters,  after  having  debafed  their  country  by  an  incon^ 
fiftent  conduft  and  mean  concefTion,  had  reaped  no  advantage 
whatever  from  that  meafure. 

He  faid,  nobody  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  refources  of  this 
country  than  he  Had,  if  they  were  in  the  hands  of  men  who 
could  call  them  forth  ;  that  the  fpirit  of  this  country  was-fliU 
capable  of  producing  great  efforts;  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  fummer  the  conduft  of  the  militia  officers  deferved  all 
the  praife  that  his  Majefty's  fpeech  beftowed  upon  them  ; 
that  the  nation  would  not  be  in  danger,  when  men  of  the 
created  rank  and  fortune,  and  thofe  whofe  political  opinions 
juid  conduft,  however  different,  all  united  in  the  defence  of 
their  country.  But  that  under  minifters  who  had  not  been 
able  to  carry  on  a  war  with  fuccefs,  againft  America  alone^ 
we  could  never  hope  for  their  fucceeding  againft  that  country 
united  with  France,  and  probably  in  a  fliort  time  to  be  united 
with  Spain.  That  no  perfon  could  be  more  zealous  for  the 
dependence  of  America  upon  this,  country  ;  but  now  every 
point  feemed  to  be  yielded,  if  the  Congrefs  had  accepted  of 
taxation,  trade,  and  alteration  of  government.  That  we  now- 
fought  only  for  the  patronage  of  America,  and  he  was  not  of 
opinion  that  addition  of  influence  to  the  minifters  of  the 
Crown  was  a  fit  objcdl  for  us  to  purfue  \  and  he  feemed 
to  doubt  whether  the  dependence- of  America,  with  the  pa- 
tronage of  it,  or  the  independence  of  America,  was  moft  to  be 
dreaded.  But  he  thought  a  dependent  connection  was  (till  to 
be  procured  ;  fuch  as  would  render  the  intereft  of  both  coun- 
tries mutual*  This  he  thought  was  not  to  be  done  by  pur- 
fuing  the  war  in  America,  but  by  making  the  moft  vigo- 
rous exertions  againft  France,  and  having  America  at  reft. 
That  if  the  mind  of  America  had  no  objeft  upon  which 
to  exert  itfelf,  it  would  foon  become  tired  of  the  tyranny 
of  the  Congrefs.  And  if  we  Ihould  be  fuccefshil  againft 
the  French  at  fca,  and  in  their  dependencies,  it  was 
more  than  probable  that  the  Americans  would  chafe  away 
Monfieur  Gerard  with  as  much  hatred  as  they  had  received 
him  witli  cordiality.  He  faid  he  did  not  think  the  argument 
.of  his  honourable  friend  [Governor  Johnftone J  was  conclu- 
ilve>  nor  fo  logically  accurate  as  that  gentleman's  arguments 
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in  general,  He  [Governor  Johnftone]  feemed  to  thitxlt  it  ne- 
ceuary  to  carry  on  the  war  in  America,  yet  he  was  of  opinion 
that  beating  Mdnfieur  D*Eftaing  would  have  given  fiiccefs  to 
the  commiffion;  If  the  beating  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line  of 
France,  armed  at  all  points  to  attack  uSj  could  be  attended 
with  that  efFeft,  why  (hould  we  purfue  a  double  war  againft 
France  and  America  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  purfue  the 
war  againft  France  with  vigour  by  the  additional  force  we 
might  bring  againft  her,  the  American  war  being  fufpended^ 
and  then  to  force  France  to  relinquijh  the  treaty  with  Ameri- 
ca? In  which  cafe  America  muft  again  come  into  the  de- 
pendence of  Great  Britain.  That  the  ftate  of  our  home  de- 
fence did  not  fcem  to  adipit  offending  the  troops  wanted  to 
carry  on  an  ofFenfive  war  in  America.  That  it  was  very  true 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland  was  well  defended  ;  but  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  that  the  northern  parts  of  England,  and  all. 
Scotland,  were  in  a  rcfpeflable  ftate  of  defence.  That>  aftcir 
the  capital  and  the  dock-yards,  perhaps  the  moft  neceflary 
part  to  be  defended  was  the  coal-pits  of  Newcaftle,  That 
with  refpedl  to  Scotland,  in  Autumn  laft  four  hundred  muti- 
neers had  for  fome  days  been  matters  of  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  fome  thoufands  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  before  the  com- 
manding officer  could  quell  the  mutiny.  That  if,  inftcad  of 
foldiers  whofe  mutiny  had  proceeded  from  mifunderftandingj, 
an  equal  number  of  the  enemy  had  landed  on  the  coaft,  they 
muft  nave  committed  confiderable  damage  before  their  ravages 
could  have  been  ftopped.  He  then  fa  id  he  had  voted  for  the 
amendment  the  night  before,  not  that  he  would  not  cheerfully 
agree  to  an  addrefs  expreffive  of  the  ftrongeft  attachment 
and  fupport  to  his  Majefty,  but  that  agreeing  implicitly  to 
the  addrefs  propofed  was  tacitly  approving  of  the  condufl: 
of  minifters  whofe  conduft  defcrves  to  be  reprobated  ;  and 
pledging  ourfelves  to  carry  on  an  ofFenfive  war  in  America, 
which  Old  not  feem  the  moft  probable  and  eafy  method  of  dif- 
uniting  France  and  America,  and  bringing  the  latter  back  to 
dependence.  That  the  amendment  did  not  extend  to  an  exa- 
mination of  the  whole  period  of  years  from  the  acceilion  of 
his  prcfent  Majefty  to  the  prefent  time  ;  but  meant  to  ftate  as 
a  fad,  that,  at  the  former  period,  this  nation  ftood  in  a  great 
and  refpe6tabie  fituation  ;  that  at  prefent  its  fituation  was 
quite  the  reverfe,  and  it  was  meant  to  inquire  into  the  caufe 
of  that  difference.  •  That  it  might,  and  in  his  opinion  the  en* 
quiry  did,  lie  in  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and  might  tend  to  (hew 
how  much  the  prefent  minifters  were  to  blame,  and  lay  a 
foundation  for  their  removal.     That^  befides  utility,  curiofity 
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had  fortie  (hare  in  making  him  fupport  the  amendment.  That 
when  he  confidcred  the  ciiaraflers  of  thofe  who  compofed  the 
prefent  adminiiiration  individually,  he  found  them  to  be  mea 
of  acknowledged  ability,  both  in  their  public  and  private  capa* 
city.  When  they  came  to  ad  coUedlively,  blunder,  ignorancQ 
and  inability  marked  every  ftep  of  their  condufl.  That  he 
wiflied  to  be  able  to  lay  his  hand  upgn  the  caufe  that  pro- 
duced fo  Angular  an  effect.  It  had  been  aiked,  where  other 
piinifters  could  be  foimd  ?  He  faid  he  was  far  from  paying 
any  adulation  to  any  particular  fet  of  men  ;  that  he  found,  upon 
bis  fide  of  the  Houfc,  great  public  ability  and  private  virtuer^ 
men  whofe  talents  in  that  Houfe  did  great  honour  to  them* 
felves  ;  yet  he  would  not  with  any  certainty  conchidc  from 
that,  that  they  would  make  able  minillers  :  for  cruel  experi-r 
ence  had  taught  us,  that  the  fame  man  can  pleafe  a  public  a£r 
fembiy  by  an  harangue,  and  ruin  the  nation  by  his  mifcondu£t: 
but  he  thought  the  condu<St  of  the  prefent  minillers  had  been 
fo  wavering,  fo  inefFeftual,  and  fo  irrefolute,  that  it  would,  be 
better  to  caft  lots  for  minillers,  than  to  retain  them  in  office. 

Mr.  Bayley  called  upon  adminillration  to  declare  to  the 
Houfe,  if  they  had  or  had  not  received  intelligence  from  Ja- 
maica, to  the  fame  purport  as  the  information  contained  in 
private  letters  from  his  friends,  which  he  had  received  by  the 
laft  packet,  and  was  to  the  following  purport :  That  a  large 
boijfy  of  troops  were  aflerabled  at  Hifpaniola,  and  tranfports 
ready  to  embark  them  ;  that  they  only  waited  for  a  French 
fleet  to  convoy  tlienj  ;  that  the  Minerva  and  A6tive,  two  of 
his  Majefty*s  frigates,  had  been  taken  by  a  French  naah  of 
war  and  carried  into  Hifpaniola  ;  and  that  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  had  been  obliged  to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  to  put 
the  illand  io  the  bed  pollure  of  defence  he  was  able  ;  but 
without  hopes  of  being  able  to  hold  out  againil  the  fudden 
attack  of  a  llrong  fleet,  and  a  large  regular  force,  having  only 
600  regulars  and  the  mixed  militia,  'compofed  of  mulaitoes^ 
negroes,  &c.  That  both  the  governor  and  the  admiral  on  the 
ftation  had  complained,  in  private  letters,  of  the  neglect  of 
government  in  not  fending  reinforcements,  or  even  conde- 
Icending  to  let  them  know  if  they  were  to  maintain  a  ftate  qi 
peace  or  war  with  France.  This  was  another  inllance  of  the 
want  of  capacity  in  minillers,  and  a  reafon  for  voting  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  De  Grey  faid,  the  office  had  no  fuch  intelligences  at 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned  ;  but  they  had  let- 
ters from  the  ggvcrnor  of  Jamaica,  of  a  ver)'  gontrary  nature, 
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declaring  that  he  had  put  the  ifland  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  defence 
as  to  enable  him  to  refifl:  any  fudden  attack  till  fuccours  could 
arrive  from  England  ;  but  they  had  ho  official  accounts  of  any 
number  of  troops  collefted  at  Hifpaniola,  nor  any  (hip  of 
war  on  that  ftation. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and,  after  complimenting  the  gentleman  for 
the  very  candid  anfwer  he  had  given,  jult  obferved,  that  he 
thought  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies  (hould  have 
been  in  his  place  to  have  given  it ;  but  he  feldom  honoured 
the  Houfe  by  his  attendance.  [Lord  George  Germaine  came 
in  not  long  after.]  He  then  declared,  that  the  private  letters 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  PMr.  Bayley]  had  not  been  ab- 
folutely  contradidled  :•  therefore,  he  (hould  take  it  for  granted 
they  were  true,  as  they  came  from  refpedable  inhabitants  of 
the  place  ;  and  this  was  a  frefli  inftance  of  the  (hameful  ne- 
glect of  the  admiralty  department,  and  of  the  folly  of  fending 
fuch  a  naval  force  to  North  America  that  we  could  not  pro- 
teft  the  iflands. 

He  then  went  over  the  grounds  of  his  objeSions  to  the  aJ- 
drefs  ftated  in  his  forjner  fpeech  ;  and  added,  that  it  had  been 
given  out,  that  our  fituation  was  not  fo  bad  now  as  it  was  at 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  war.  This  we  apprehended  he  con- 
flrued  as  a  refledion  on  his  father,  the  late  Lord  Holland, 
who  was  minifter  at  that  aera  ;  after  obfervingthat  we  were 
in  a  much  worfe  fituation,  for  we  had  then  only  loft  Minorca, 
now  we  Jiad  loft  thirteen  provinces.  But  the  noble  perfon 
alluded  to  had  different  motives  of  honour  from  thofe  of  the 
prefent  minifter  ;  and  as  he  had  received  his  education  under 
him,  this  might  be  one  reafon  why  he  always  differed  from 
his  Lordlhip  on  points  of  honour. 

The  perlon  alluded  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war, 
thought  it  a  point  of  honour  to  refign  his  office  when  he  found 
he  could  no  longer  hold  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  country ; 
but  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  makes  it  his  point  of 
honour  to  keep  in  his  ofBce  year  after  year,  though  his  admi- 
niftratjon  has  been  a  feries  of  misfortunes  to  his  country ; 
and,  in  the  very  moment  of  additional  calamities,  he  goes  into 
the  cabinet,  and  advifes  his  fovereign  to  beftowon  him  a  moft 
lucrative  vacant  place,  the  warden(hip#of  the  Cinque  Port^. 
And  why  ?  Becaufe,  in  another  year,  the  crown  might  have 
nothing  left  to  give,  if  his  Lordfhip  continued  to  govern.. 
Bot  it  had  been  faid,  it  is  a  rule  of  government  with  foreign 
princes  to  aflift  the  weak  :  this  indeed  was  a  reafon  for  the 
noble  Lord  to  continue  in  office,  that  Ruflia  and  other  foreigii 
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Powers  might  aflift  this  country.  He  then  rallied  government 
upon  fending  out  a  commiffioner  who  could  tell  the  Acneri-r 
cans  what  fort  of  men  the  miniftry  were.  This  alone  was 
enough  to  mar  the  fuccefs  of  the  treaty.  He  concluded  with 
repeating  his  aflertion,  that  a  falfe  account  had  been  given  to 
the  HouTe,  laft  year,  of  the  ftate  of  the  navy. 

Lord  North  laid,  the  charge  of  foliciting  honours  or  emolu- 
ments was  not  true ;  they  were  the  fpontaneous  voluntary  g;ifts 
of  his  royal  matter,  after  ten  years  of  fervices.  He  had  not 
•bettered  his  fortune  fince  he  came  into  office  \  and  the  duty 
he  owed  a  large  family  made  it  incumbent  on  him,  in  his  fitu- 
ation,  not  to  refufe  a  moderate  proviiion  for  them.  But  as  to 
the  laft  place  he  had  obtained,  it  was  not  of  fuch  confequence 
as  the  gentleman  imagined  ;  for  it  was  owing  to  his  own  mo- 
deration that  the  king;  had  not  given  him  all  the  falary  annexed 
to  it  in  the  late  polTciror's  time.  He  then  requcfted  gentle- 
men not  to  raife  Icruples  where  there  could  be  none  ;  neither 
the  fpeech  nor  the  addrefs  mentioned  the  American  war; 
they  only  requefted  and  promifed  general  fupport.  His  Lord- 
fhip  concluded  with  profefling  a  readinefs  to  refign  his  office^ 
Ti^henever  it  (hould  appear  that  his  country  would  be  benefited 
by  his  refignation. 

General  Burgoyne  now  rofe,  and  begged  to  he  indulged 
with  faying  a  few  words,  in  order  to  jultify  himfelf  againft 
an  afperfion  which  had  been  thrown  out  the  preceding  evening, 
by  the  noble  Lord  f  Germaine]  at  the  head  of  the  Ameri- 
can department.  The  circumftance  he  alluded  to,  was  not, 
he  allowed,  immediately  connefted  with  the  prefent  fubjeS  ' 
of  debate  ;  but  was  merely  a  matter  of  a  private  and  perfonal 
nature,  fo  far  as  it  could  now  be  properly  explained.  It 
might  be  of  little  confequence  to  the  Houfe,  or  the  Public  at 
large,  in  the  view  he  propofed  to  take  it  upon,  farther  than  as 
an  individual  vvas  concerned  ;  but  even  that  circumftance 
would,  he  hoped,  be  fufficient  to  procure  him  a  favourable 
and  patient  hearing,  when,  in  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  to 
communicate,  it  would  turn  an  objeiS  of  public  concern,  by 
d  fcovering  the  temper,  difpofition,  and  conduS  of  men  in, 
power. 

He  would  have  replied  to  the  noble  Lord  more  fully  at  the 
moment,  but  for  the  great  heat  of  the  Houfe,  the  late  hour  oi 
the  night  it  happened,  &c. 

The  circumftance  he  particularly  alluded  to,  was  an  in- 
finuation  thrown  out  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  had  no 
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great  reafon  to  complain  of  the  conduft  of  government,  as  he 
was  ftill  permitted  to  be  abfent  from  his  dut^,  though  he 
had  received  orders  to  repair  to  his  poft,  his  prefence  being 
necefTary  in  America  as  foon  as  his  health  would  admit. 
No  anfvver  had  been  returned,  he  underllood,  to  this  order, 
but  a  general  acknowledgment  of  its  being  received. 

This  was  what  was  ftated  by  the  noble  Lord  the  preced- 
ing evening,  to  fhew  what  indulgence  had  been  (hewn  him. 
To  put  this  tranfa6iion  in  a  proper  point  of  view,  it  would 
be  neccflary  to  (tate  the  circumftances  which  led  to  it. 
With  the  permiflion  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  faithfully  re- 
late every  particular  that  related  to  the  fubjeft  fmce  his 
arrival  in  England. 

On  his  coming  homq  from  America,  he  immediately  waited 
on  the  noble  Lord ;  and  though  he  was  unfortunate,  he  litUe 
expeded  to  be  difgraced.  He  had  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
the  contrary,  from  the  reception  the  noble  Lord  gave- him 
on  their  firft  interview.  Eager  to  throw  himfelf  at  his 
Majefty's  feet,  ffor  whatever  ridicule  might  have  been  thrown 
on  the  expreffion,  he  could  never  perceive  the  impropriety  of 
it,)  he  prefled,  for  that  honour,  but  found,  to  his  auoni(bment» 
that  the  doors  of  St.  James's  were  (hut  againft  him,  and  that 
under  pretences  as  ill  founded  as  contradi£tory,  in  the  fliape 
they  were  employed. 

The  noble  Lord  aflTured  him,  that  nothing  particular  was 
intended  by  it,  but  it  was  ufual,  on  fuch  occa{ions,  arifing 
frpm  mifcarriage,  &c.  not  to  approach  the  royal  prefence, 
till  after  a  court  of  inquiry  into, the  conduft  of  every  officer, 
circnmftanced  as  he  was,  (hould  be  previoufly  made.  Con- 
tented with  this  anfwer,  as  fufpe6ling  nothing  more  than 
what  was  expre(red,  he  readily  acquiefced ;  but  an  inquiry 
not  being  the  objeft  of  thofe  who  had  it  in  their  power  and 
ivi(hed  to  avoid  it,  while  he  daily  expedled  that  fome  ftep 
would  be  taken  to  bring  things  to  an  ifiue,  he  was  informed, 
that,  being  a  prifoner  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  he 
was  not  amenable  to  any  tribunal,  either  military  or  civil, 
refpeding  his  conduS  in  America ;  nor  could  he  be  intro- 
duced to  his  Sovereign,  till  every  impediment  was  removed, 
till  he  became  difcharged  of  his  engagement  to  the  Congrefs, 
and  had  been  acquitted,  after  undergoing  a  full  inquiry  into 
his  condud  as  ah  officer. 

He  GonfeiTed  he  thought  himfelf  extremely  ill  treated,  nay 
ungenerouHy  dealt  with,  particularly  by  the  noble  Lord, 
who,  upon  fomc  queftions  being  propofed  by  an  hon.  gentle- 
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nian  [Mr.  Vyncr]  relative  to  the  convention  at  Saratoga, 
and  a  difference  of  opinion  arifing  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
the  noble  Lord  had  ^(Terted,  that  no  inquiry  on  his  conduct 
could  be  properly  held,  though,  but  a  few  days  before,  his 
Lordfhip  ftated  a  virant  of  fuch  inquiry  as  the  only  reafon  of 
his  not  being  admitted  to  the  royal  prefence ;  fo  that  whether 
fuch  a  court  was  or  was  not  proper,  he  had  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  noble  Lord  had  advifed  the  preventing  him 
to  fee  his  Sovereign. 

From  the  very  critical  and  dangerous  fituation  of  public  af- 
fairs, towards  the  conclufion  of  the  lalt  feflion  of  Parliament, 
his  confcience  compelled  him  to  take   an   open  ajid  dccifivc 

I  art  againft  the  minifters,  on  the  queftion  of  a  prorogation. 
le  perceived  the  dangerous  fituation   the  kingdom  was-  in  ; 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fpeak  out  ;  it  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  criminal  in  him  if  he  had  not.    This  happened  a  very  few 
days  before  Parliament  rofe  ;  and  the  fecond  day  but  one  after 
the  prorogation,  namely,  on  the  5th  of  June,  as  a  frefh  mark 
of  the  difpleafure  and'defigned  oppreflion  of   miniflers,  he 
.received  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  requiring  him  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  Bofton.     The  order  was  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  name  ;  but  underftandingthat  a  noble  Lord,  [  Amherft,"), 
whofe  virtues  and  abilities  he  held  in  the  higheft  vcncratiori 
and  efteem,  had  lately  been  appointed  to  the  port  of  com- 
mander in  chief,  he  was  much  furprifed  that  the  order,  in- 
ftead  of  coming  direflly  from  the  office  of  the  fecretary  at 
war,  had  not  come  through,  what  he  deemed  the  only  proper 
channel,  that  of  his  Lordlhip.  He  accordingly  waited  on  the 
noble  Lord,  to  know  how  the  order  happened  to  be  commu- 
nicated   to  him    in    this    manner,    and  to  inquire  whether 
it  originated  in  cabinet;  bccaufe,  he  imagined  if  it  had,  it 
muft  have  been  fent  diredlly  to  him  by  the  commander  in 
chief. 

The  anfwer  the  noble  Lord  gave  him  was,  that  the  order 
had  been  delivered  to  him  by  his  Majefty,  or  by  his  directions,' 
as  coming  from  himfelf.  Whether  it  was  a  cabinet  meafure, 
he  could  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  it  came  to  his  hands  in  the 
manner  related ;  and  it  was  his  duty  to  tranfmit  it  to  the  fe- 
(:retary  at  war.  But  as  his  command  was  confined  to  Great 
Britain,  and  the  order  related  to  a  command  in  America,  the 
^fFair  was  entirely  cut  of  his  cognizance,  further  than  tQ 
obey  the  King's  orders. 

The  purport  of  the  letter  alluded  to  was,  '*  That  the 
Jking,  finding  that  his  prefence  was  oi^terial  to  the  troopsjj 
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detained  prifoners  in  New  England,  under  the  convention  of 
Saratoga  ;  and  that  in  a  letter  of  his,  addreflfed  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  dated  April  the  9th,  1778,  informing,  that  he  hoped  a 
ftort  {lay  at  Bath  would  enable  him  to  return  to  America; 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  ordetj  that  he  (hould  return  to 
Bofton  as  foon  as  he  had  tried  the  Bath  waters  in  the  manner 
he  had  propofed.** 

On  receipt  of  this,  he  wrote,  he  faid,  a  long  anfwer,  the 
copy  of  which  he  read  as  part  of  his  fpeech.  The  anfwer. 
complained  of  the  fcveiity  that  had  been  exercifed  towards 
him,  and  of  the  bardlhip  of  fuch  an  order  while  his  honour 
remained  unvindicated.  And  he  aflTiired  the  Houfe,  that,  at 
the  time  of  writing  that  anfwer,  his  fixed  purpofe  was, 
in  cafe  the  above  conditional  order  had  been  made  pofi^ 
tive,  to  lay  at  his  Majefty's  feet  his  commillions,  requefting 
only  to  retain  that  of  lieutenant-general,  to  enable  him  to 
fulfil  his  parole,  or  to  make  him  amenable  to  a  court- 
martial. 

On  the  27th  of  the  fame  month,  he  received  a  fecond  letter 
through  the  fame  channel  ;  informing  him,  "  that  his 
anfwer  of  the  5th  had  been  laid  before  the  Kingj  and  that 
his  Majefty  continued  to  think  his  prefence  of-  importance 
to  the  troops ;  and  repeating  the  former  order,  to  return 
to  them  as  foon  as  he  could  without  any  material  injury  to  ^ 
his  health." 

To  this  laft  letter,  he  had  replied  no  further,  than  to  ac^ 
"knowledge  its  receipt ;  and  (hould  it  be  now  made  peremptory, 
he  knew  how  he  ought  and  would  a£l:,  be  the  confeqiiences 
what  they  might. 

It  was  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  th^  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  American  department  (hould  be  ignorant  of  his 
anfwer,  which  contained  his  reafons  for  wi(hing  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  wiping  oflF  the  afperfions  thrown  upon  his 
condudt  and  charafter,  being  informed  only  of  the  anfwer, 
in  which  he  barely  acknowlcdged'the  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
the  27th  of  June  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as,  by  his  converfaiion 
with  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  this  kingdom, 
he  underftood  that  the  whole  was  a  cabinet  tranfadion,  with 
which  he  had  nothing  to  do,  from  the  nature  of  his  command, 
being  confined  to  military  matters  within  the  kingdom. 

He  was  glad  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame^ 
rican  department,  on  his  own  account,  was  ignorant  of  the 
;infwer  j  becaufe,  if  he  h^d  not,  it  would  have  been  a  good 

ground 
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ground  on  which  to  impeach  his  veracity,  after  having  af- 
ferted*  that  no  anfwer  had  been  rctiurned,  but  that  of  a  bare 
iicknowledgnient  of  the  receipt ;  and  much  more  fo,  if,  as 
a  member  of  thie  cabinet,  his  Lordftiip  Ihould  have  confehied 
to  fuch  a  tranfadlion,  as  it  would  have  been  mean,  difgrace- 
ful  and  pitiful,  and  would  ♦^have  betrayed  a  ihameful  fpirit  of 
revenge  in  him,  to  be  inftrumental  in  removing  a  man  out 
of  the  way,  who  he  ]Lncw  taxed  him  with  injujlicej  and   be- 
tween whom  and  his  Lordfliip   there  was  a   long  account  to 
be  fettled  before  the  Public. — It  was  fomewhat  ftrange,    to 
be  fure,  that  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  moft  intimately  con- 
cerned in  the  affair,  (hould  be  the  only  one  of  the  King's  fer- 
vants  who  was   unacquainted  with  what   palfed.     He   was 
ready  to  fuppofe  that  he  was  not  prefent ;  but  he  could  not 
help  obfcrving,  that  his  colleagues  had  afted  in  a  very  extra- 
ordinary manner  to  him  ;  for  he  underftood  his  Lord  (hip,  was 
:  the  only  pcrfon,  in  their  intimacy,  from  whom  they  thought 
.  proper  to  keep  it  a  fee  ret. 
.  The  only  ground  ftated  in  the  order  for  his  return^to 
Americay  if  it  was  a  cabinet  order,  he  would  afk  minirtep-s, 
whether  i>iey  had  taken  any  one  efFedual  ftep  to  releafe  th'bie 
brave  men,  who  fo  gallantly  fought,  and  freely  bled  in   the 
fervic^  of  their  country,  from  their  prefent  irkfome captivity  ? 
He  had  heard  of  none.     They  were  fuifercd  to  undergo  what 
was  worfe  than  death,  and  teemed  to  be  totally  forgot  and 
neglefted.  '       . 

He  had  fairly,  2nd  without  referve,  dated  his  whole  con- 
duft  fince  his  arrival  in  Britain,  and  the  treatment  he  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  infinuated,  that,  by  continuing  in  Eng- 
land, he  hzAJhriwk  from  his  duty.  Was  it  from  the  mouth 
of  that  noble  Lord,  of  all  others  ^  that  he  vtzsjirjito  hear  fuch 
aninfinuationr  What  circumftance  of  his  public  condu& 
was  it,  that  gave  birth  tp  fuch  an  idea  ?  Was  there  one^  in 
his  private  life,  that  did  not  bear  the  impreflion  of  misfor- 
tune, to  mark  the  faUehiiod  and  cruelty  of  it?  What  had  he 
not  facrificed  to  his  duty  in  the  American  war  ?  He  fpoke 
not  of  the  refignation  of  eafe  and  domeftic  comforts,  thefe 
■were  duties  the  public  fervice,  when  necelfary,  had  aright  to 
command  from  every  profeflional  man;  but  his  lot  had  been 
particular,  and  his  feparations  had  gone  to  the  very  con- 
vulfions  of  his  heart,  [alluding  to  the  very  indifferent  ftate  of 
.  his  lady's  health,  and  her  death  in  confequenge  of  it  durinjg 
iiisabfcnccj  > 

That 
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That  any  man  who,  in  the  ftate  of  body  and  mind  in  which 
be  left  this  country  in  the  year  1776,  fhould  continue  in  em^ 
ploynient  npon  any  poflible  principle  but  that  of  duty  to  tkc 
ftate,  would  hkve  been  a  difgrace  to  human  nature.  He  ne- 
vcrjibelcfs  did  ferve  that  campaign  in  Canada,  returned  to  Eng- 
land replete  with  the  fame  zeal,  and  accepted,  or  foliciied, 
if  any  perfon  chofe  to  call  it  fo,the  command  of  as  arduous  a 
campaign,  and  under  as  politi  ve  direfiions,  as  ever  were  framed 
by  a  cabinet.  In  the  courfe  of  it,  he  was  one  of  the  brave  un- 
happy men  who  made  the  convention  at  Saratoga.  He 
claimed  no  finglc  merit  in  a  tranfadtion  in  which  the  whole 
body  of  officeis  of  the  army  above  the  rank  of  fubaltern  were 
confulted,  and„  in  the  face  of  famine,  defpair  and  death,  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  grant  conditions  honourable  to  themfelves  ; 
and,  if  they  had  been  complied  with  by  the  Cohgrefs,  would 
have  proved  of  very  fmall  detriment  to  the  nation. 

After  infifting  upon  fipveral  mifccllaneous  particulars,  he 
declared  that  he  hoped  the  time  was  not  far  diftant  when  he 
ihould  have  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  his  conduct,  not  upon 

feneral  affertions,  but  pofitive  proofs,  and  of  convincing  his 
dajefty,  Parliament,  and  the  Nation  at  large,  how  injurioufly 
iind  cruelly  he  had  been  treated. 

Lord  George  Germaine  faid,  it  was  with  great  concern  he 
heard  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  lad,  proceed 
in  fuch  a  drain  of  perfonal  accufation  againft  him,  and 
charging  him  with  being  direfted  by  a  fpirit  of  perfecution, 
malice,  enmity,  and  grofs  mifreprefcntation,  and  that  upon 
motives  which  ferved  to  aggravate  the  charge  ten*foid,  -be- 
caufe  they  \vere  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  principle  of  felf- de- 
fence, and  apology  for  his  own  blunders  and  incapacity,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  thoughts,  more  re- 
pugnant to  his  nature,  nor  more  immediately  averfe  to  his  in- 
terefts.  Such  a  mode  of  condu£l  might  prejiidice  a  good 
caufe,  but,  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  could  never  palliate  or 
maintain  a  bad  oi\e. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  been  led  to  thofe  flrong  af- 
fertions and  harih  conclufions,  on  amifunderftanding  of  what 
had  fallen  from  him  in  the  debate  of  the  preceding  day.  To 
Ihew  that  the  honourable  gentleman  totally  mifconceivcd  him, 
it  would  bejuft  neccflary  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  part  of  his  fpeech  which  unluckily  happened  to  give  fo 
much  offence ;  he  would  add,  anfwering  for  his  own  inten- 
tions^ undefignedljr  \    and  he   hoptrd  in  the  opinion  of  the 

HoufCf 
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Houfe,  not  at  all  admitting  of  the  conftrLuSlion  put  upon  it 
by  the  honourable  gentlemar), 

Inthecoiirfe  of  the  debate  of  the  preceding  day,  feveral 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  animadvcrfions  on  the  conduftof  adminiftration,  made 
the  treatment  of  the  officers  atid  commanders  a  great  ground 
of  accnfation.  Among  other  particulars,  which  he  (hould 
now  pafs  over  in  filerice,  the  fuppofed  hard  treatment  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  much  infiftedupon  ;  the  order  for 
his  repairing  to  join  the  army  at  Bofton,  prifoners  under  the 
convention  at  Saratoga,  was  deemed  a  fingular  hardfhip  ;  and, 
"whea  combined  with  the  various  caufes aligned  for  it,  became 
an  accnfation  of  a  very  ferioiis  nature.  It  was  faid,  that  this 
order  proceeded  from  motives  of  a  very  ungenerous  nature; 
that  It  was  intended  for  the  purpofeof  putting  it  out  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  power  to  vindicate  his  injured  reputa- 
tion ;  or,  as  an  adl  of  minifterial  vengeance,  for  his  having 
ccnfured  the  condu6l  of  miniitcrs,  and  voted  againft  their 
meafures  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  feiTion. 

Such  being  the  cafe,  as  included  in  the  number,  he  thought 
it  both  perfonally  and  miniflerially  incumbent  upon  him  to 
refute  both  afienions  ;  to  fliew,  that  as  none  of  the  members 
of  adminittration  had  a  wi(h  to  prevent  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman from  vindicating  himfelf,  fo  they  were  above  the  piti- 
ful and  unjuflifiable  refentments  of  taking  ofFence  at  any 
opinion  or  vote  he  might  give  in  that  Houfe  as  a  fenator. — To 
prove  that  thofe  were  the  real  fenrimentsof  adminiftration,  and 
of  every  individual  who  compofed  it,  he  did,  on  the  preceding 
evening,  urge  it  in  anfwer  to  the  imputed  chajge  alluded  to, 
ftate  the  fadl  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  having  received 
two  orders  to  repair  to  his  proper  ftation  in  America  ;  to 
which  no  other  anfwer  had  been  received  from  the  honourable 
gentleman,  but  a  bare  acknowledgment  that  the  order  came 
to  his  hands.  He  found  himfelf  raiftaken  by  the  paper  read  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  as  part  of  his  Ipeech.  If,  ignorant 
of  that  circuraftance,  or  forgetting  to  uate  it  accurately  in 
the  heat  of  debate,  he  had  given  any  juft  caufe  of  ofFence,  he 
depended  on  the  honourable  gentleman's  candour  to  give 
him  credit,  that  he  was  afluated  by  no  fpirit  of  enmity,  nor 
defign  to  mifreprefcnt,  but  fimply  related  what  he  knew  or 
recollefted.  r"^  ■ 

The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  as  the  order  did  not 
originate  from  the  commander  in  chief  fLord  Amherft],  jt 
muft  have  originated  in  cabinet.     If  it  did  originate  there,^he 

profefled 
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profeffed  himfclf  totally  ignorant  of  it,  and  could  not  there- 
fore have  any  hand  in  advifing  the  meafure ;  and,  if  full  of  fe- 
verity  or  hardfhip,  he  muft  ttand  acquitted  of  any  degree  of 
cenfure :  but  the  honourable  gentleman  hitnfelf,  in  relating 
the  converfation  he  had  with  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
arnay>  in  fome  meafure -{hewed  that  it  was  not  an  order  ori- 
ginating in  cabinet ;  but  was  delivered  into  his  hands  by  the 
King  himfclf,  and  thence  tranfmitted  to  the  fecretary  at  war. 
This  proved,  with  the  other  circumftances,  that  his  Majeftjr 
himfelf  thought  the  honourable  gentleman's  prefence  necelFarjr 
in  America,  in  order  to  the  carrying  of  the  convention  of 
Saratoga  into  effeSual  execution.  It  was  thought,  perhaps, 
likewife  proper,  for  obvious  reafons,  that  the  commancter  of 
that  ill-fated  army  fhould  be  the  (barer  of  all  the  confequences 
of  that  unfuccefsful  expedition.  His  Lordfliip  was  proceeding 
to  give  his  reafons  to  (hew  that  he  was  totally  exempt  froiH 
the  charge,  however  unjuftifiable  or  defenfible,  and  to  de-  ' 
monftrate  that  it  was  his  Majefty's  own  ideas  that  were  pur- 
fued,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  Foxy  who  faid,  he  would  never  fit  filcnt  in  that  Houfe, 
and  hear  fuch  unparliamentary  language  pafs  unnoticed. 
The  King  could  do  no  one  aft  proper  for  thedifcuflion  of  that 
Houfe,  in  his  individual  capacity.  TheConftitution  knows 
6f  no  fuch  individual  power,  and  he  hoped  he  would  never 
live  to  fee  the  day  that  any  fuch  power  would  be  recognize* 
©r  acknowledged  by  that  Houfe.  TheConftilution  hjJd  pro- 
vided feveral  councils  for  the  advice  of  his  Majefty ;  and  he 
would  not  even  in  idea  (iippofe  that  the  King  tjanfafted  any 
thing  proper  and  pertinent  to  the  obje(Ss  confidered  and  refo- 
lutions  taken  in  thofe  councils  without  advice,  and  the  mode 
.of  adminiftering  it  pointed  out  by  the  Conftitution  for  the 
Gondu£t  of  the  executive  power. 

Lord  George  Germaim  flood  correfled  as  to  the  point  of  of- 
der,  and  refumed  the  difcourfe  where  he  had  been  interrupted. 
He  faid,  he  prefumed  his  Majefty  was  advifed  ;  but  not  being 
prei'ent  in  council,  he  co6ld  not  pretend  to  fpeak  to  the  parti- 
cular reafons  which  determined  the  propriety  and  necelTuy 
of  the  order  in  queftion.  All  he  could  venture  to  fay  deci- 
fively  on  the  fubjedl.  was,  that  he  had  no  hand  in  advifing  it  ; 
and  he  would  beg  leave,  once  for  all,  to  tell  that  honourable 
gentleman  his  true  fituation  as  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  Amc" 
rican  department.  That  upon  meafures  of  ftate,  he  had  a 
voice  in  cabinet ;  that  whatever  was  there  finally  determined 
upon,  and  which,  was  to  pafs  through  his  office,  was  of  courfe 

com- 
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communicated  to  him  ;  that  if  the  meafure  was  to  pafs  through 
another  department,  he  heard  no  tpore  of  it  'till  carried  intd 
execution;  upon  which  fair  reprefentation,  he  was  fully  atH 
thorifed  to  affirm,  that,  in  whatever  manner  the  order  origin 
nated,  he  was  equally  exempt  from  any  cenfure. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  f^tid,  that  however  folicU 
tous  adminiftration  might  afFeS  to  be  for  the  relcafement  oT 
the  unhappy  men  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  nothing 
had  been  done  towards  their  releafement.  He  begged  leave 
to  fet  him  right,  from  a  matter  of  faft  within  his  own  know- 
ledge ;  for,  on  the  I2th  of  the  fame  month,  in  a  few  daysf* 
after  the  firft  order  received  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  by  his  ^lajefty*s  direc- 
tions, authorizing  him  to  ratify  that  convention  in  all  its 
parts  ;  and  it  being  fince  difcovcred,  that  the  Congrefs,  under 
the -pretext  that  the  authority  given,  forming  only  a  part  of 
general  powers  delegated  for  other  purpofes,  was  not  fuffici-  ' 
ent,  a  particular  inftrument,  fully  and  formally  authenticated, 
had  fince  that  been  fent  to  the  commiffioners,  in  order  to  fe- 
move  every  poffible  pretence  for  evading  the  t^rms  of  the 
convention. 

As  to  the  narrative  given  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  bf . 
his  candu<Sfc  and  treatment  fince  his  arrival  in  this  country,  he 
believed  in  point  of  fad  it  was  tolerably  correal,  but,  in  point 
of  fair  conftruftion  and  concliifion,  it  called  for  explanation; 
He  looked  upon  it  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  that  Houfe,  and  to 
his  perfonal  repirtation,  to  exhibit  matters  in  their  true  and 
impartial  light  ;  and  he  would  trufl;  to  the  candour  and  dif- . 
cernment  of  the  Houfe,  for  a  fuitable  judgment  on  the  whole, 
combined  with  all  its  collateral  circumftances. 

The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  and  truly  faid,  that  when 
he  arrived  he  was  cordially  received  by  the  American  fecreta- 
ry  :  he  confelTed  it;  and  he  could  further  confirm  it,  on  si 
confcioufnefs  of  the  fentiments  exifting  in  his  own  m'ind.  It 
never  entered  into  his  thoughts  to  cenfure,  much  lefs  condemn, 
the  military  conduct  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  never 
fuppofed  that  misfortune  implied  any  fpecies  of  profelTional 
guilt.  That  this  was  his  opinion  all  along,  from  the  time  the 
difafter  happened,  till  the  arrival  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
no  better  evidence  need  hz  reforted  to  than  his  repeated  de- 
fences of  him  in  that  Houfe  in  his  abfence  ;  and  his  conr 
ftantly  recommending  to  feveral  gentlemen,  who  fliewed  a  dif- 
pofiiion  to  difapprove  of  his  conduft,  that  nothipc;  could  be 
more  improper  and  unjult  than  to  caft  any  afperfion  or  de- 
gree 
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grce  of  cenfure  upon  any  officer  or  other  perfon  till  tfic 
means  of  forming  a  true  judgment  were  had,  and  until  the 
party  ccnfured  or  accufed  was  in  a  fituaiion  to  defend  hina  j. 
felf.  So  far,  then,  he  could  anfwer  for  his  fentimcnts  before 
the  honourable  gentleman's  arrival.  On  his  arrival,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  given  fuflScient  teftimony  how  cor- 
dially and  friendly  he;  received  him  ;  but,  by  a  moft  uncom- 
mon mode  of  interpretation,  the  hon.  gentleman  pretends  to 
charge  him  with  infincerity,  from  fubfequent  circumftances 
that  happened  ;  the  firft  of  which  was,  the  refnfal  of  his  being 
admitted  into  the  royal  prefence.  This,  he  underflood,  was 
the  ufual  mode  adopted  on  fuch  occafions,  in  cafes  of  defeat 
and  difafter.  This,,  however,  he  would  undertake  to  prove, 
no  more  originated  with  him,  than  the  order  already  fo  often 
mentioned  ;  and  yet  on  this  fingle  circumftance,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  haflily,  and  rather  unkindly,  raifed  the 
ground- work  of  all  his  perfonal  attacks.  He  could  with  great 
truth  re-afiert,  that  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  the  doors  of 
St  James's  were  (hut  againit  him  ;  and  he  ftaked  the  propri- 
ety of  his  condud,  throughout  this  bufinefs,  upon  the  truth 
of  this  aflertion. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  by  way  of  dcdudlion,  to  fliew 
that  he  was  the  caufe  of  his  being  forbid  the  royal  prefence, 
fays,  that  when  he  informed  him  the  King  would  not  fee  him, 
he  added,  not  till  an  inquiry  into  his  condu<^  was  had ;  and 
yet,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  prefled  for  an  inquiry, 
it  was  abfolutcly  refufed.  He  begged  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  particularly  to  this  circumftance  ;  becaufe,  if  it  had 
happened  exa6tly  as  reprefented,  it  would  feem  to  admit  of 
that  conrtrudion  ;  but  the  truth  was,  that  it  was  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himfelf  firft  fhrunk  from  the  inquiry  :.  for, 
upon  a  fubfequent  converfation  on  the  fubjeft,  when  informed 
that  nothing  but  a  court-martial  flood  between  him  and  being 
admitted  into  the  royal  prefence,  his  anfwer  was,  that  that 
coiild  not  be  till  the  convention  of  Saratoga  was  fully  rati- 
fied ;  becaufe  he  was  then  a  prifoner  under  the  terms  agreed 
to.  by  that  convention.  Yet,  by  a  ftrangemode  of  reafoning, 
the  honourable  gentleman  concluded,  that  becaufe  the  condi- 
tion which  was  to  precede  his  being  received  by  his  Majefty 
could  not  be  corhplied  with,  and  that  on  account  of  an  impe- 
diment rtatcd  by  himf<;ilf,  the  condition  Qiould  be  inflantly 
dilpenf(?d  with. 

^  I  he  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  parliamentary  inqui- 
ries j  he  altewed  they  were  on  certain  occafions  very  proper, 

and. 
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snd  upon  others  equally  improper,  and  in  none  more  than 
refpeding  the  condiidt  of  officers  naval  and  military.  He  was 
always  of  opinion,  that  fiich  matters"  fliould  be  left  to  the  or- 
dinary modes  of  trial  eftablifticd  by  law  ;  but,  even  fuppofmg 
the  prefent  occafion  would  juftify  a  departure  from  the  coni- 
mon  forms,  how  would  that  anfvver  the  purpof-^s  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ?  Would  not  the  fame  objeftion  continue 
againft  trying,  enquiring,  or  determining  on  the  condu£k  of 
a  perfon  who  was  not  amenable  to  the  juftice  of  the  natioiiy 
fo  long  as  he  remained  a  prifoner  under  a  convention,  autho* 
,  rized  by  the  rules  and  ufages  of  war  r  The  idea  was  equally 
abfurd  and  ill  founded  ;  be  it  turned  how  it  might,  it  would 
be  trifling  with  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Nation,  and  an  infult- 
upon  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe,  to  fet  on  foot  an  inquiiy, 
which,  when  finiflied,  whether  to  acquittal  or  condemna- 
tion, muit  vanifh  in  unfubftantial  air. 

He  had  no  more  to  fay  ;  he  again  profefltd  his  mind  was 
totally  free  from  any  malice,  enmity,  or  ill-will.  He  did 
not  condemn,  nor  was  inclined  to  infinuate,  any  thing  which 
might  in  the  moft  remote  degree  tend  to  a  cenlure  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  condudT  as  a  profeffional  man.  He'was 
always  diipofed  lo  think  favourably  of  his  abilities  and  zeal 
in  the  fervice  he  undertook.  Succefs,  as  to  the  plan  or  exe- 
cution, did  not  always  follow  as  a  confequence  of  wifdom  in 
planning,  or  ability  in  executing.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  obliquely  brought  the  matter  into difcuffion,  whether 
the  blame  was  imputable,  or  not,  to  the  minifler,  or  the  ge- 
neral ?  He  had  faid,  that  his  inftrudions  were  pofitive  and 
direft.  He  (hould  not  now  go  into  any  confideration,  how 
far  they  were  or  were  not.  All  he  thought  proper  now  to  fay, 
was,  that  he  wifhed,  as  fmcerely  and  eagerly  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  for  an  inquiry,  at  a  proper  /eafon,  and  in  a 
proper  place  ;  and  was  ready  to  abide  the  iffue,  whether  it 
determined  that  the  fault  was  in  the  honourable  gentleman,  or 
•in  himfelf,  or  in  neither. 

The  report  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 
November  a8. 

The  Addrefs  prefented  to  the  King^at  St  James's. 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majelly's  moll  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for 
your  molt  gracious  fpecch  from  the  throne. 

Wc 
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We  acknowledge  witli  the  utmoft  gratitude  yotir  Majefty's 
paternal  regard  for  the  happinefs  of  your  people,  in  yoiir 
carneft  and  uniform  end^avonrs  to  preferve  the  public  tran- 
quillity,  and  the  good  faith  and  uprightnefs  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  conduft  to  all  foreign  j>owers :  and  we  allure  your 
jMajcfty,  that  ire  have  feen  with  concern  and  indignation, 
that  tranquillity  difturbed  by  the  court  of  France,  without 
the  leaft  pretence  of  provocation,  or  colour  of  complaint ; 
and  we  have,  with  the  wai»meft  emotions  of  refentment, 
marked  the  progrefs  of  their  malignant  deligns  againft  this 
country,  firfl  by  a  clandeftine  aid  and  fupply  of  arms  to 
your  Majefly*s  revolttd  fiibjed^s  in  North  America  ;  after- 
wards, in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  contriary 
tothejights  and  common  intere^  of  every  fovcreign  rtaie 
in  Europe  poifefled  of  colonies  and  dependencies,  by  en- 
tering into  and  avowing  formal  engagements  with  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  ;  and,  at  length,  by  committing  open  hofti- 
lities  and  depredations,  and  by  adtually  invading  part  of  your 
Maiefty's  dominions  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies. 

We  cannot  but  feel  concern  and  regret,  that  the  meafures 
taken  by  your  Majefty,  for  difappointing  thefe  hoftile  and 
malignant  defigns,  have  not  been  attended  with  all  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  the  juftice  of  the  caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  the 
exertions,  feemcd  to  promife;  yet  we  have  at  the  fame  time 
feen,  with  great  fatisfaftion,  the  extenfive  commerce  pf  your 
Majefty's  fubjefts  protcded  in  moft  of  its  branches,  ai»d  large 
leprifals  made  on  the  injurious  aggrelTors,  by  the  vigilance  of 
your  Majefty 's  fleets,  and  the  adlive  fpirit  of  the  nation. 

It  would  have  given  your  faithful  Commons  the  trueft 
happinefs  to  have  received  the  commimication  from  your 
Majefty,  that  the  juft  and  humane  purpofes  of  your  Ma- 
jefty and  yonr  Parliament,  for  quieting  the  minds  of  your 
revolted  fubjei^s,  had  taken  the  defired  effcd^,  and  had  brought 
the  troubles  in  North  America  to  a  happy  conchillon. 

Your  faithful  Commons  do  moft  heartily  concur  with  your 
Majefty,  in  the  juft  approbation  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
exprefs  of  the  public  fpirit  which  has  fo  confpicuoufly  ani- 
mated all  ranks  of  your  Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts,  to  ftand 
forth,  at  this  time  of  danger,  in  the  fervice  of  the  militia, 
who,  by  their  difcipline  and  fteady  perfeverance  in  their  duty, 
have  enabled  your  Majefty  to  avail  yourfelf  of  that  conftitu* 
tional  force  for  the  defence  of  this  country. 

Your  Majefty  may  rely  on  the  hearty  and  zealous  concur- 
rence and  alfiflance  of  your  faithful  Commons,  in  enabling 
your  Majefty  to  make  the  moft  active  and  vigorous  exertions 

Vol.  X.  G  by 
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by  fea  and  latid,  for  vindicating  and  cfta^blifliing  the  national 
honour  and  fecurity ;  and  we  beg  leave  do  declare  our  ftedfaft  , 
refolution,  and  renew  our  folemn  alTuranccs  to  your  Majcfty, 
that  this  Houfe,  convinced  of  the  importance  of  the  objeSs 
for  which  we  are  contending,  and  impelled  by  every  niotive 
of  duty  and  intereft  that  can  animate  the  hearts  of  Britons, 
will  effedually  aflift  your  Majefty  in  the  profecution  of  the 
prefent  juft  and  neceflary  war ;  and  that  we  will,  to  the  iit-  ' 
inoft  of  our  power,  fupportyour  Majeit/  againft  all  your  ene- 
mies. 

Th  King's  Anfwer- 
Genilcmen, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  loyal  and  afFeflionatc 
uddrefs.  I  am  convinced  that  nothing  can  fo  effeftually  pro- 
mote the  public  fervice,  as  your  refolution  and  firmnefs  at  this 
time  :  I  (hall  ill  deferve  the  fupport  of  my  faithful  Commons, 
and  the  zeal  of  my  People  for  the  honour  of  my  crown,  if  I 
^id  not  m«ke  their  fafety  and  their  happinefs  the  conftant  ob- 
jefts  of  my  care  and  concern. 

Adjourned  to  the  30th. 

Nov.  30.    No  debate. 

Mr.  Ordvfas  chofen  chairpian  of  the  Committees  of  Siip«> 
j>ly  and  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Whit- 
worth  deceafed. 

December  i. 

General  Burgosne  moved,  **  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  praying  his  Majefty  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  orders  that  there  be  laid  before  that 
Houfe,  fuch  letters,  or  extraSs  of  letters,  as  had  been  written 
by  General  Burgoyne  to  his  Majefty's  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
•the  American  department,  fi nee  figning  the  convention  at  Sa- 
ratoga, and  alfo  fuch  letters,  and  extrafls  of  letters,  as  have 
been  received  from  his  Majeft}'s  commanders  in  general^  rc- 
fpefling  the  fame ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Hon.  T.  Luttrell  the/i  rbfe,  in  his  place,  and  after  making 
fome  refle6lions  on  the  injuftice  and  impolicy  of  the  American  ^ 
war,  both  in  its  outfet  and  progrefs,  lamented  that  it  had  been 
the  occafion  of  involving  us  in  a  dangerous  conteft  with  a 
powerful  enemy;  that  we  had  nothing  but  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe,  the  wifdom  of  our  national  councils,  and  the  judicious 
and  well-direfled  exertions  of  our  native  ftrength,  to  bear  us 
out  in.  the  confliS,  deprived  as  we  were  of  one-third  of  our 
dominions,  and  dellitute  as  we  were  of  any  ally  to  aflift  us. 
In  fqrQ)^!  URieSy  h^  Qbferved,  that  our  navy  was  our  great 
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bulwark,  and  was  what  had  given  us  a  decided  ruperiorlty 
over  all  our  opponents.  That  fuperiority,  he  feared,  was 
now  gone  :  Franc'e  was  already  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  us 
on  our  own  element,  and  contended  with  us  for  the  dominion 
of  the  ocean. 

This,  he  faid,  was  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  mifmanaee- 
ment  in  the  naval  department,,  and  the  fliameful  embezzle- 
ments of  the  money  voted  for  that  fcrvice,  which  latter  had 
rifen  to  an  height  fufficient  to  alarm  the  moll  credulous  and 
patient,  and  called  aloud  for  public  inquiry. 

Among  a  variety  of  proofs,  he  could  adduce  one,  to  which 
he  meant  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  on  fome  future  oc- 
cafion,  which  was  the  embezzlement  of  upwards  of  400,000!. 
in  the  year  I77i>  the  firft  year  of  the  prefent  firft  commiflion- 
w's  adminiftration  of  naval  aflfairs  ;  fo  much  more  being  voted 
than  was  applied  to  that  fervice  for  the  aforefaid  year.  The 
fame  impoiition  had  been  regularly  repeated,  to  a  greater  or 
Iciier  extent,  every  fucceeding  year  ;  and  he  had  little  doirbt 
would  be  again  fo  to-morrow,  the  day,  he  undcrftood,  fixed  for 
voting  the  navy  ellimates.  To  put  a  Itop  to  fuch  a  fquandering 
of  public  money,  at  fijch  a  fcafon  as  the  prefent,  when  fpirited 
meafures  and  the  mpft  faithful  expenditure  and  rigorous  oeco- 
i)Qmy  were  our  only  dependence,  he  meant  to  fubmii  to  the 
Hoi'^e  a  motion,  which  would,  if  complied  with,  be  the  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  fpecies  of  embezzlement  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  year  1771. 

A  murmur  arifing  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  treafury- 
bench,  he  faid,  that  what  he  now  threw  out  was  not  mere 
aOertion,  but  was  founded  upon  fads,  which  he  was  able  and 
ready  to  produce  to  the  Houfe,  if  called  upon,  or  permitted  to 
()o  fo.  The  truth  v.^as,  that  a  much  greater  number  of  men 
were  voted  every  year  than  were  muftered  ;  and  yet  the  na- 
tion was  charged  to  the  full  extent.  In  the  mean,  time,  he 
faid,  th^t  tlve  motion  he  was  about  to  make  could  meet  with 
no  (lifapprobation,  but  from  thofe  who,  from  a  confcioufnefs 
of  their  criminal  condu(S,  wiflied  to  conceal  it  in  darkncfs 
and  filence. 

He  then  moved,  "  that  a  copy  of  the  laft  weekly  returns  of 
the  commanders,  &c.  as  well  on  foreign  flat  ions  as  in  the 
home-fervice,  be  laid  before  that  Houfe."  He  faid,  a  much 
more  extenfive  motion  had  been  made  and  carried,  that  time 
twelvemonth  ;  but  he  had  narrowed  it  conlidcrably,  in  order* 
to  fuit  it  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  affJrs.  A  war  with  France 
had  rendered  it  improper  to  lay  before  the  public  the  ftrength 
and  Nation  of  our  convoys  and  cruifers  \  he  nad  therefore  con- 
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fined  the  prefent  to  the  returns  of  the  number  of  feamen  and 
marines  adually  ferving,  and  in  Britifli  pay. 

Mr.  BuUer  faid,  he  had  not  the  leaftobjeflion  to  the  motion 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  only  rofe  to  vindi- 
cate the  condudl  of  the  board,  at  which  he  had  the  honour  of 
a  feat,  from  the  charge  of  embezzlement,  now  fo  confidently 
made,  for  which,  he  contended,  there  did  not  exift  the  fmalU 
eft  degree  of  foimdation.  But,  as  the  army  eftimates  were  to 
come  before  tne  committee  of  fupply  the  next  day,  he  would 
not  at  prefent  trouble  the  Houfe  on  that  fubjeft,  but  referve 
what  he  had  to  offer  in  refutation  of  the  charge,  now  fo  confi- 
dently made  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  a  fuller  atten- 
dance. 

Mr.  Luttrell's  motion  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  W,  Coke  moved  an  humble  addrefs  for  the  produc- 
tion of  all  the  papers  publilhed  by  his  Majefty*scommiflioners 
in  America,  at  New  York,  as  far  down  as  they  had  been  re- 
ceived at  the  office  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  American 
department;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  George  Tonge  obferved,  that  as  the  powers  vefled  in  the 
commiHioners  had  originated  from  Parliainent,  he  thought  it 
extremely  proper  that  Parliament  Qiould  be  acquainted  with 
what  had  been  done  in  confequence  of  thofe  powers.  The 
objefl  of  the  commiilion  was  the  reftoration  of  peace.  If  any 
fteps  had  been  taken  to  procure  it,  he  thought  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  minidcrstp  make  as  early  a  communication  of  them 
as  poilible  to  that  Houfe  ;  becaufe,  till  fuch  communication 
was  made,  it  was  impofRble  for  Parliament  to  be  enabled  to 
fully  decide  upon  the  meafures  proper  to  be  purfued.  It  was 
fue,  that  the  general  reports  were,  that  the  Congrefs  had  re- 
fufed  to  treat  upon  any  terms  fhort  of  an  immediate  acknow- 
ledgment pf  their  independency,  and  that  they  were  fecretly, 
as  well  as  publicly,  allied  with  France ;  but  vague  reports 
did  not  amount  to  parliamentary  information,  and  until  tf^ 
proper  office  documents  were  laid  upon  the  table  for  infpec- 
tion,  the  Houfe  muft  continue  to  remain  in  the  dark.  He  ob- 
ferved, that  the  papers  now  moved  for  contained  but  part  of 
the  necellary  information  ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  whole  would 
be  taken  'w\\o  confideration  on  fomq  future  day.  This  wouI4 
not  only  enable  the  Houfe  to  judge  whether  peace  was  or  was 
not  attainable,  but  it  would  iikewifc  include  the  real  impedi^ 
fnents,  as  well  there,  as  the  reafons  whfch  flood  in  the  way  and 
finally  prevented  its  accomplilbment. 


December 
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Decemher  2. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply  on  the  navy  eftimates,  Mr. 
Ord  took  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BulUr  then  rofe,  and  informed  the  committee,  that  he 
did  not  perceive  the  extent  and  probable  efFeft  of  the  motion 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  [Mr  Lut-  - 
trellj  the  preceding  day  ;  otherwife  he  would  never  have  con- 
fented  to  it.  He  thotight  it  would  be  extremely  impolitic,  and 
even  dangerous,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  to  inform 
our  enemies  of  our  effe6!ive  ftrength.  The  navy,  it  was  ac- 
kriowledged,  was  the  great  bulwark  of  this  country  ;  any  dif- 
clofure  of  its  ftate,  in  that  Houfe,  would  foon  get  out  among 
the  public,  and  of  courfe  come  to  the  knowledge  of  our  fo- 
reign ^nd  domeftic  toes,  a  circumftance  by  no  means  proper  at 
fuch  a  crifis,  in  the  manner  defiied  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  becaufc  it  would  go,  not  to  the  number  of  men  aflu- 
ally  borne  and  mnllered,  but  to  their  diHribution  at  the  fevc- 
ral  ports  from  whence  the  returns  were  to  be  made.  If  all 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  was  no  more  than  the  grofs 
number,  as  employed  in  every  fpeciesof  fervice,  he  could  very 
readily  and  fafcly  i-nform  him  on  that  head  ;  for,  by  an  abflrao; 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  had  made  that  mornr 
ing,  he  fotind  that  the  number  of  feamen  and  marines  upon 
the  books  amounted  to  77,800  men  and  a  fradion. 

He  next  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  open- 
ing his  motion  the  preceding  day,  had  reverted  to  the  conduft 
of  the  admiralty-board  thelaft  year,  and  charged  them  with 
giving  falfe  information  \  firft,  by  controverting  the  then  ftate, 
condition  and  number  of  line-of*battle«(liips  ready  for  fea,  at 
that  period :  thofc,  faid  the  honourable  gentleman,  confifted 
of  little  more  than  half  the  number,  and  his  proof  is,  that  in 
fix  months  afterwards  there  were  not  lYiore  than  what  was 
dated  to  be  adtually  fit  for  fea  the  preceding  November,  The 
number  dated,  he  faid,  was  thirty-five,  and  feven  more  in 
commiffion,  but  not  manned.  This,  he  ctmtendcd,  wasftrid- 
ly  true :  but  what  does  the  honourable  gentleman  contend 
for,  as  to  the  fubfequent  number  in  the  month  of  April? 
That  no  more  than  thirty-five  were  then  fit  for  fea. 

In  this  he  begged  leave  to  affure  the  Houfe,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  equally  mifinformed  or  miftaken  \  for  the 
truth  was,  that  the  whole  number  confilled  of  forty-four  (hips 
of  the  line,  befides  feventecn  in  great  for  ward  nefs  towards  tdc 
latter  end  of  that  month  ;  and,  to  put  an  end  to  any  farther 
controverfy,  he  would  (late  the  particular  Ibtions  and  fervices. 
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There  were  tucnty  under  Admiral  Keppel,  at  Spithead  ^ 
thirteen  under  Admiral  Byron,  dcftined  for  America ;  one 
had  been  fent  to  India  ;  one  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  one  oh 
the  Newfoundland  ftation  ;  one  at  New  York  ;  three  under 
Admiral  Barrington ;  and  three  in  dock,  undergomg  feme 
trifling  repair,  with  their  full  complements  on  board  ;  in  all 
forty-tour,  befides  feventccn  in  various  ftates  of  forwardncfis, 
feven  of  which,  in  a  few  weeks,  augmented  Admiral  Keppcl's 
fquadron,  when  he  proceeded  to  fea  the  fecond  time  ;  fo  that, 
in  faft,  inftead  of  having  no  more  than  twenty  line-of-battte 
ihips  in  November,  we  had  thirty-five ;  and  inftead  of  thir- 
ty-five in  April  or  May,  we  had  forty-four  ;  and  in  a  very  few 
weeks,  that  was  as  foon  as  men  could  be  procured,  we  had 
51,  which  number  had  firxe  been  confiderably  augmented. 

He  then  proceeded  to  make  a  fliort  reply  to  the  charge  of 
embezzlement,  and  faid,  that  the  money  voted  in  the  year  al- 
luded to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  [1777]  had  been  llridk- 
ly  and  faithfully  applied  to  the  ufes  for  whicn  it  was  granted. 
He  faid  an  accufation  of  fo  heavy  a  nature  ought  to  have  been 
maturely  confidered,  and  well  fupportcd,  before  it  was  brought 
forward.  He  fat  at  the  board  at  the  time  this  embezzlement 
was  fuppofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have  taken  place* 
and  be  could  affirm,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  it  could 
not  be  fupported  by  even  the  fhadow  of  proof. 

He  finally  moved,  "  that  70,000  feamen,  including  17,389 
marines,  be. employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779,  and 
that  4I.  per  man  per  month  be  granted  for  the  fame. 

The  Hon.  Tempi f  Luttrell  fpoke  firft  to  the  motion,  and  en- 
tered into  a  very  ample  detail  of  the  number  of  feamen  voted 
in  various  years  for  the  public  fcrvice,  (hewing  the  expenc6 
to  the  nation  each  year,  and  pointing  out  what  he  called  the 
uniform  deception  of  Parliament  by  adminiftration,  who,  for 
the  moft  part,  he  faid,  alked  for  more  featnen  than  they  ever 
employed,  and  that  the  money  unappropriated  was  generally 
embezzled,  or  at  leaft  never  brought  to  account. 

After  having  very  ably  fhewn  to  what  mifchievous  and  impo- 
fitious  purpofes  fuch  a  mode  of  voting  the  public  money  tnight 
be  employed  to  efFecl,  he  apologized  to  the  Houfe  forrifing  in 
the  committee  with  a  feeming  intention  to  oppofe  the  rcfolw- 
tion  now  moved  ;  whereas  there  was  nothing  farther  from  his 
heart.  He  approved  of  the  refolution  a^  warmly  as  any  man 
in  that  Houfe,  and  was  willing  to  concur  in  a  vote  for  eighty 
inftead  of  feverity  thoufand  feamen,  if  thought  neceflfary,  in 
order  to  carry  on  with  vigour  the  war  againlt  France.  But 
he  neverthclefs  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  conftitucnts 
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and  his  country  at  large,  now  that  he  was  about  to  give  his 
aflent  to  a  refolution  which  involved  in  it  a  grant  of  upwards 
of  3,500,000!.  out  of  the  public  puric,  to  call  upon  miniftera^ 
to  give  every  ncceflary  fatisfadion  to  the  nation,  that  the  mo- 
ney thus  bountifully  and  generoufly  granted  was  faithfully 
applied.  This  only  was  the  objeft  of  his  motion  of  the  pre* 
ceding  day,  for  the  laft  weekly  returns,  in  order  that  we  might 
fee  how  many  were  borne  and  muftered.  The  honourable 
gentleman  haS,  at  the  opening  of  his  fpeech,  feemed  to  regret 
that  he  confented  to  the  motion,  for  fear  it  might  convey  im- 
proper information  to  our  enemies.  This  was  extremely  in- 
confiftent  with  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  aflcrtion,  that 
we  haci  now,  in  aftual  fervice,  upwards  of  feventy-feven  thou- 
fand  feamen  in  aSual  pay ;  a  fad,  he  would  be  bold  to  affirm, 
if  true,  fo  far  from  inviting  an  attack  from  France,  that  it 
would  operate  dire£t)y  otherwife,  and  while  it  would  tend  to 
alarm  them,  would  enable  us  to  prove  that  their  apprehenfions 
were  well-founded. 

He  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  betrayed 
.ftrong  feelings  on  the  charge  of  embezzlement,  and  had  ta-» 
ken  upon  him  to  affirm,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  theitt 
was  not  a  (hadow  of  proof,  or  the  lead  foundation  for  fuch  art 
accufation.  He  fliould  not  reply  in  a  mere  negative,  but  draw 
his  proofs  from  documents  which,  in  that  Houfe  at  lead,  it 
tvould  not  be  decent  to  controvert.  He  then  ordered  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe,  of  the  year  1771,  to  be  read,  which  being 
read  by  the  clork,  it  appeared  therefrom,  that  40,000  feamen 
Were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1771  ;  and  in  the  famd 
Journal,  March  1772,  that  the  amount  of  the  men  borne 
and  mnftercd,  upon  an  average,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  I77i> 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  30,000  and  a  fradion,  the  high* 
efl  number,  for  the  firft  fix  months,  not  exceeding  38,000, 
and  the  Icweftjabout  26,000 ;  but  that,  on  the  whole,  the  ave- 
rage number  was  (hort  of  31,000.  The  4!.  pef  man  per 
month,  for  thirteen  months,  for  40,000  men,  amounted  to 
12,080,000! .  out  of  which  dedu£l:'  the  navy-ordnance  for  40,000 
at  four  (hillings  per  toonth,  according  to  cuftom,  and  the  ba- 
lance paid  over  to  the  admiralty- board  was  exadly  1,976,000!. 
Which  was  exadtly  an  embezzlement  of  520,0001.  the  diffe- 
rence of  the  pay  of  the  men. voted,  and  adually  borne  and 
ifiuftercd.  Theie,  he  prefunfied,  were  fads  fo  well  authenti- 
cated, and  of  fo  notorrous  ^nature,  that  they  were  not  to  be 
met  by  reafonitigs  or  arguments,  but  by  fads' of  equal  weight 
and  authority,  (hewing  to  what  ufes,  or  in  vihai  msbisner,  the 
ferplus  had  been  apjproprbted  of  expended )  which  was  not 
fiow  to  bp  feed  in  iHiy  ilcooiint  ivhatelv^h 
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This  was  the  fpecification  of  the  charge  urged  generajly  by  . 
him  the  preceding  day,  as  the  grounds  of  his  motion.     He 
made  it  diredly  again(t  minifters,  and  expe6led  to  hear  it  an-r . 
fwered  or  refuted. »  If  it  was  a  fair,  honeft  tran&dlion^  that 
could  bear  the  light,  he  would  hear  the  explanation  with  plea^ 
Aire :  he  did  not  wi(h  to  criminate  any  man  upon  a  loofe  or 
doubtful  charge,  but  the  prefent  was  fo  fpecihc  and  direGt^ 
that  there  was  no  evading  it,  without  fuppofmg  the  money.. 
had  been  applied  to  fome  fccret  purpofe,  which  could  not  be 
juftified. 

He  faid,  thotigh  the  navy  was  the  moft  important  objed,  na- 
tionally confidered,  that  called  for  the  attention  of  minilters^ 
that  it  had  been  for  feveral  years,  and  particularly  the  lait« 
the  obje«3:  they  muft  negle£^ed.  He  charged  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribband  with  having  conftantly  flighted  it  as  mat-^ 
ter  almoft  beneath  his  notice,  lince  he  fcarcely  ever  attended 
the  Houfe  when  the  navy  was  under  confideration,  ahhoughi 
it  was  his  dutv  at  all  times  to  be  prefent  in  his  place,  in  order 
to  aflford  gentlemen  fatisfa6tion  upon  fuch  occurrences  as  they, 
had  a  right  to  enquire  about,  and  without  a  knowledge  cxf 
which  it  was  impoffibie  for  them  to  do  juftice  to  their  repre- 
fentatives,  or  to  do  juftice  to  the  nation.  He  went  over  the 
old  ground  of  the  ftate  of  the  navy  the  beginning  of  the  year» 
the  aflertions  of  thofe  who  fat  at  the  admiralty  board  refpe6lr 
jng  the  number  then  fit  for  fea,  and  the  number  that  would 
be  foon  fit  for  fea,  and  declared  that,  notwithftanding  their 

f^erfeverance  now,  in  maintaining  what  they  had  faid  in  t'ar- 
iament  laft  feflion,  it  was  notorious  to  all  the  world,  that 
we  had  not  25  fail  of  the  line  fit  for  fea,  on  home-fervice,  tho* 
the  admiralty  pledged  them  for  35,  and  feven  more  in  forward- 
nefs,  and  our  fleets  were  fo  far  from  being  equal  to  the  fleets  that 
France  and  Spain  could  fend  againft  us,  we  were  not  equal 
to  the  fleet  of  France  alone,  when  Admiral  Keppel  firii Tailed. 
from  Spithead.  He  fpoke  alfo  of  the  injudicious  retarding  of 
Admiral  Byron's. failing  to  join  Lord  Howe  in  America,  or  of 
not  detaching  a  part  of  his  fleet  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  other 
topics  which  have  already  been  fo  much  handled  in  the  Up*  • 
per  Houfe.  He  called  gentlemen's  attention  particularly  to 
the  fubjedt  defiring  them  to  recollect,  that  it  was  the  firft 
converfation  which  had  taken  place  in  that  Houfe  upon  the 
condu£l  of  the  admiralty  lince  the  27th  of  July,  the  bufinefs 
of  which  day  loudly  deoianded  an  immediate  enquiry  either, 
the/e  or  eliewhere.  He  begged  the  committee  to  confidery 
that  Admiral  Keppel  could  not  fail  again  with  the  fame  vice* 
admiral,  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ;  he. did  not  attempt  to 
blame  either  the  vice-admiral  or  the  commander  in  chief,  but 

he 
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he  faid,  the  whole  nation  expeded,  eagerly  expeded,  that  the 
aFair  ftiould  be  inveftigated  ;  that  if  either  officer  deferved 
cenAirey  it  (honld  be  palled  upon  him ;  and  if  it  appeared  that 
the  difference  between  the  two  officers  arofe  merely  from  ill- 
grounded  jealonfy,  that  it  was  elfcntial  to  the  fervice  that  fuch 
jealoufy  (liould  be  removed.  The  two  admirals  were,  he  ob- 
ferved,  now  in  their  places  ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  they  would 
one  or  both  give  the  Houfe  fome  information  on  the  AibjeA^ 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  their  own  honour,  as  for  the  fake  of 
public  peace  and  tranquillity,  at  a  moment  when  it  was  fo 
effentially  neceifary  that  unanimity  (hould  prevail,  at  leaft  that 
our  military  commanders,  both  by  fea  and  land,  (hould  have 
no  differences. 

Before  he  concluded,  he  (aid  he  was  aware  that  every  at« 
tempt  to  promote  parliamentary  inquiries,  either  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  the  conduct  of 
officers,  or  the  inftrudions  given  to  them  by  minifters,  would 
all  be  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  rib.  - 
bon  and  his  coadjutors,  and  that  he  (hould  be  told  that  gen- 
tlemen who  preffed  fuch  inquiries  clogged  the  wheels  ofgo* 
vernment,  and  prevented  miniflersfromferving  their  country. 
He  Oiould  neverthelefs  perfevere,  as  well  on  the  particular 
.  point  of  inquiry  he  had  urged,  relative  to  the  450,000!.  and 
upwards,  as  on  every  other  fubje<^  which  he  felt  it  his  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  go  into  ;  and  as  to 
clogging  the  wheels  of  government,  he  declared  he  had  no 
fuch  intention,  it  was  the  common  excufe  of  bad  minillers, 
and  generally  ufed  by  the  worft.  The  minifters  of  James  IK 
had  ufed  it ;  the  minifters  of  Dionyfius  the  Tyrant  and  of 
Domttian  had  ufed  it,  and  every  defpotic  miniiter  of  a  defpo- 
tic  and  bad-intentioned  prince  might  ufe  it.  He  folemnly 
protefted  his  condudl,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  was  indepen- 
dent of  any  party  idea  ;  he  (poke  neither  from  prejudice  to 
one  fet  of  men,  nor  from  partiality  to  another  ;  he  wilhed  his 
country  well,  and  becaufe  fuch  wifties  were  deeply  rooted  in 
his  heart,  he  repeated  his  hopes,  that  the  Houfe  would  go  into 
the  inquiry  he  had  mentioned,  and  that  either  the comnander 
in  chief  or  the  vice-admiral  would  afford  the  Houfe  (bme  fa- 
tisfadt ion  relative  to  the  affair  oflF  Breft  on  the  27th  of  July 
laft. 
J  Lord  North  and  Admiral  Keppil  both  flood  up  for  upwards 

of  halt  a  minute  v  but  the  cry  for  Admiral  Kepfei  "at  length 
prevailing,  he  was  pointed  to  by. the  cl>air. 

He  could  not,  he  faid,  fit  filent  whep  be  heard  himfelf 
galled  upon  fadire^lly  by  the  hon«  gentleman  who  fpoke  la(!, 

however 


90  PARLIAT^ENTARY         A- 1778. 

however  difagreeable  it  might  be  to  him  to  fay  any  thing  iti 
that  Houfo  rcfpecSling  the  affair  of  July  27  ;  an  affair  in  which 
his  chara6ter  as  an  officer  was  fo  materially  concerned.  It 
had  been  faid  in  that  Houfe,  on  a  preceding  occafion,  |  ThurC- 
day  a6th,  on  the  addrefs  by  Governor  Johnflone,]  that  if  Ad- 
miral Keppel  were  to  go  through  the  bufinefs  of  that  day 
sigafin,  he  would  not  fight  the  French  in  the  fame  manner ;  he 
dufired  tire  gentlemen  to  know,  that  Admiral  Keppel  was 
then  fpeaking,  and  that  Admiral  Keppel  declared,  if  he  v?as 
to  go  over  the  bufinefs  of  the  27th  of  July  again,  he  would 
have  conduced  himfelf  in  the  fame  manner.  He  faid,  every 
thing  that  could  be  done,  had  been  done  ;  and  he  was  happy 
to  fay,  the  Britifh  flag  had  not  been  tamilhed  in  his  hands* 
He  felt  himfelf  perfeSly  eafy  on  that  head,  and  (hould  never 
be  afliamed  of  his  conduft  on  the  day  alluded  to.  The  oldcRi  . 
and  mod  experienced  offifers  in  his  Majefty*s  navy,  in  every 
engagement,  faw  fomething  which  they  were  before  unac- 
quainted with :  and  that  day  prefented  fomething  neiu.  ¥L6 
impeached  no  man  of  a  negleft  o{  duty,  becaufe  he  was  fatis- 
iied  that  the  officer  alluded  to  f  Sir  Hugh  PalliferJ  had  mani^ 
fefted  no  want  of  what  was  mod  eflential  in  a  British  feaip.an' 
— coyrage. 

He  apologized  to  the  Houfe,  faid  his  fituation  was  difficult 
smd  delicafte  ;  that  his  health  nor  fpirits  would  not  permit 
him  to  enter  into  detail,  nor  could  it  be  expedted  from  hin» 
16  anfwer  any  particular  queftions.  He  feldom  fpoke  in  pub-' 
lie,  nor  could  he  truft  to  his  menwry.  In  confequence  of 
what  had  palfed  in  the  Houfe  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion^ 
he  had  committed  to  writing,  what  he  thought  necelfary  to 
fay  on  the  occafion,  whenever  hi«  conduft  on  the  Q.fth  of 
July  (hould  happen  to  be  introduced  into  converfation  or  de- 
bate in  that  Houfe.  With  permiffion  he  fhould  read  it.  He 
Accordingly  produced  a  written  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was  :  That  he  had  been  called  upon  at  a 
tery  critical  and  perilous  conjundure,  by  his  comltry,  to 
ftand  forth  in  its  defence;  that  he  facrificed  every  perfonal - 
^oivfrfertttion  to  the  public  fervice,  and  accepted  of  thd 
Comittand  of  the  fleet,  without  having  z  Jingle  friend  in  ad- 
ftiiniftration.  Upon  finding  his  force  greatly  inferior  to  tbd 
enemy,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  rifque  the  total  defirdc^^ 
tion  of  the  fquadron  under  his  command^  on  fuch  unequal 
terms ;  arid  therefore,  as  foon  as  he^  had  leftrnc  the  real  flrengtli^ 
of  the  enemy,  hef  returned  hoitie  for  a  reinforcenoent* — 
Wheti  reinforced,  he  had  no  reafon  to  complaifn  oi  infcfriori- 
ty.    He  was  fatisfied  with  the  number  and  ocMditioj^  of  hi« 

ilups» 
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(hips,  with  the  (kill  and  gallantry  of  the  officers,  and  bravery 
of  the  Teamen.  So  far  he  thought  proper  to  explain  his  t.cne- 
ral  (ituation  ;  but  he  hoped  it  >vould  not  be  expe&ed  that  he 
(hould  anfwer  particular  queftionSy  relative  to  what  paifed  in 
adiony  or  refpeding  individuals  ;  it  was  not  his  ducyy  nof 
would  it  be  proper  to  do  it  either  in  regard  to  himfelf  or  others; 
but  he  was  neverthelefs  ready,  whenc\'cr  properly  called  upon> 
to  enter  into  the  fulled  explanations  relative  to  his  own  con* 
du6l,  either  there  orclfewnere. 

Nothing  was  left  untried  to  bring  the  French  to  a  decifivt 
a6tion  ;  but  unlefs  both  fquadrons  were  equally  defirous  of  it, 
it  was  impoflible  to  bring  thirty  (hips  againft  thirty  ihips  ;  to 
effect  it,  both  f(^uadrons  muft  be  equally  determined  to  con« 
quer  or  perilh  ;  in  which,  no  doubt,  a  pitfrfeverance  in  fucb  t 
refolution  would  foon  render  an  engagement  decifive.  He 
laid  no  blame  any  where,  for  it  was  his  conftant  praSice  to 
endeavour  at  promoting  the  public  fervice,  whenever  he  com- 
manded, as  far  as  depended  on  each  officer's  doing  his  duty, 
more  by  example  and  encouragement,  than  by  the  rigour  of 
difcipline  or  feverity. 

He  faid,  he  had  been  much  furprized,  when  an  officer  undef 
his  command  had  made  an  appeal  to  the  public,  in  a  newf^- 
paper,  figned  with  his  name^  before  any  accufation  had 
been  made  againft  him,  and  which  tended  to  render  him 
odious  and  defpicablc  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen.  H^ 
confefled,  he  was  fo  (hocked,  that  he  refolvcd  never  to  fet 
his  foot  aboard  (hip  again,  becaufe  he  thought  there  was  ail 
end  of  all  obedience  and  command.  However,  upon  reflec- 
tion, and  when  his  iirft  emotions  had  fubflded,  he  hoped 
matters  might  be  properly  explained ;  but  till  that  event 
took  place,  he  informed  the  noble  Lotd  who  prefides  at 
the  admiralty  board,  that  he  ncvtr  could  fail  with  the 
gentleman  alluded  to.  He  believed  xht  vice  admiral  was  no 
itranger  from  whence  the  anonyitious  attack  came.  He  had 
himfelf  been  frequently  the  fubje^l  of  niwfpaper  abufe  ;  but 
he  had  not  appealed  to  the  public,  nor  refufcd  to  fervc  his 
country  when  his  fervices  were  demanded.  He  did  not  fu- 
fped  tninifters  to  be  the  authors  or  promoters  of  the  abufe 
which  appeared  in  the  public  prints ;  they  on  (he  contrai^y 
feemed  his  friends,  carefled  and  fmiled  upon  him  ;  but  if  any 
of  th^m  were  capable  of  cutting  his  throat,  of  vilifying  and 
fccretly  afperfing  bina,  he  did  not  fuppofe  ihey  were  near 
him ;  if  they  wtre,  he  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  tlieir 
fmilesf  or.  their  frowns,  and  regardlefs  of  every  confequence 
which  miglit  follow  from  either,  and  was  ftill  ready  to  ferve 

his 
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his  country  with  the  warmeft  zeal,  and  to  the  full  extent  of 
his  abilities. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  rofe  as  foon  as  Admiral  Keppel  fat-down, 
and  declared,  he  was  fo  confcions  of  not  having  been  any  hin- 
drance to  a  re-adion  with  the  Breft  fleet  on  the  27th  of  July, 
that  he  was  equally  inditferent,  with  the  hon.  admiral,  how 
foon  an  inquiry  was  fet  on  foot ;  on  the  contrary,  however  it 
might  be  generally  thought  more  advifeable  to  urge  one,  foflr 
the  fake  of  the  public,  it  was  his  intereft  to  wiSi  one,  be- 
jcaufe.  he  was  certain  it  would  then  come  out,  that  he  4iad 
done  his  duty  in  every  refped,  both  as  an  officer  and  a  man. 
He  fald  the  hon.  admiral  who  fpoke  laft,  feemed  to  fpeak  with 
a  kind  of  refer ve,  as  if  there  was  fomething  behind  ;  he  hear- 
tily wiflied  him  to  fpeak  out,  that  knowing  fully  what  was 
imputed  to  him, -either  on  the  fcore  of  negleft,  inaflivity,  or 
want  of  judgment,  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  fairly 
anfwering  the  charge,  and  abiding  by  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  criminal.  He  had 
difcovered,  from  what  the  admiral  had  juft  fai,d,  that  the  prin- 
cipal matter  which  weighed  againft  him  in  the  admiral's 
mind  was  the  publication  in  the  newfpapers  ;  a  publication 
which  he  had  figned  with  his  name,  and  by  which  he  would 
abide.  If  it  was  imprudent,  if  it  was  wrong,  the  confequencc 
was  to  hirafelf.  The  hon.  admiral  had  been  kind  enough 
to  do  him  juftice  on  the  effential  point  of  courage  ;  he  (hould 
be  neverihelefs  exceedingly  uneafy  if  he  was  thought  defi- 
cient in  other  refpefts  as  an  officer.  It  was  on  that  very  ac- 
count that  he  had  appealed  to  the  public  ;  he  heard,  when  he 
came  on  (hpre,  after  the  affair  of  the  27ih  of  July,  that  it 
had  been  infinuated  that  he  was  a  hindrance  to  a  re-a£lion 
with  the  French  fleet :  an  unauthenticated  infmnation  of 
negleft  of  duty,  was  a  feverer  flroke  to  an  officer  than  any 
diredl  terms  of  accufation,  becaufe  it  was  more  difficultto  re- 
move entirely  \  he  therefore,  to  clear  his  honour,  wljich  he 
felt  attacked,  waited  on  the  commander  jn  chief  to  have  the 
matter  fet  to  rights,  and  to  have  the  infinuation  wij^ed  away  : 
be  could  get  no  redrefs.  To  fay  any  thing  againfl  a  friend^ 
was,  to  a  man  of  fenfibility,  the  mod  difagreeable  thing  in 
nature ;  but  where  an  officer's  reputation  jvas  at  ftake,  the 
removing  an  unjuft  fligma  was  certainly  the  firft  objeS ; 
he  had  therefore  appealed  to  the  public,  he  had  flated  hhs  ta 
them,  and  by  thofe  fads  he  would  ftand  or  fall.  With  regard 
to  the  report  of  not  obeying  fignals,  it  was  a  falfe  report ; 
but  even  were  it  true,  the  public  fervice  could  not  have 
been  effe£led   by  it^  confidering  the  circumltances  oL  the 

day. 
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day.  Before  he  fat  down,  the  vice  admiral  repeated  his»  af- 
fertion,  that  he  was  neither  guihy  of  negleft  of  duty  nor  of 
inadlivity,  and  in  fa6l,  that  he  washy  no  means  inftrumental 
in  preventing  a  re-a<Slion  with  the  fleet  of  Monf.  d'Orvilliers  ; 
he  repeated,  that  he  held  all  low  inflniiations  and  affeded  ten- 
dernefs  in  the  utmoft  contempt^  If  there  #vas  any  real  eround 
of  accufation,  why  not  mjjte  it  fairly  and  openly?  If  not, 
why  infinuate  that  he  had  been  wanting  in  pomt  of  conduet, 
though  a  tedimony  was  given  in  favour  of  his  courage.  This 
he  faid  was  a  lanj^uage  extremely  different  from  that  of  the 
admirars  difpatch,  containing  an  account  ofnhe  adlion,  ia 
which  he  informed  the  admiralty  board,  of  the  fpirited  and 
gallant  conduct  of  all  the  officers  under  his  command.  On 
the  whole,  he  defpifed  all  the  means  rcforted  to,  bjth  within 
and  without  doors,  to  vilify  and  traduce  him  as  a  profef- 
fional  man  ;  but  confcious  of  his  innocence  (though  he  did 
•not  look  upon  the  prefent  as  a  feafon  fit  for  fuch  difcuflion, 
left  the  public  fervice  mi^ht  fuiFcr  by  it),  he  feared  neither 
reports  nor  alfertions,  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  nor  a  public 
trial. 

Admiral  Keppel  feemed  to  difapprove  much  of  relating  the 
private  convcrfation,  which  had  now  been  reported  to  the 
vice  admiral  to  have  pafled  between  them  at  his  own  houfe. 
He  faid,  nothing  of  a  nature  merely  private  was  a  matter  of 
public  di  feu  (lion. 

The  vice  admiral  had  defended  his  appeal  to  the  public,  on 
the  ground  that  his  condnft  had  been  grofsly  mifreprefentcd 
in  the  public  prints:  he  (hould  ncverthelefs  continue  to  think 
that  fuch  an  appeal  was  extremely  improper :  it  contained  many 
matteis  objcdiionable  in  their  nature,  befides  what  imme- 
diately related  to  his  own  jultification,  fufficient  to  fix  his 
former  rcfolution  never  10  go  to  fea  again  with  the  vice  ad- 
miral of  the  blue. 

As  to  any  infinuations  or  indireft  charges,  he  knew  not 
whence  they  came  ;  for  bis  part,  he  had  made  none  ;  nor  did 
he  know  any  part  of  the  vice  admiral's  conduft  dcferving  of 
cbnfure,  but  his  feeing  the  name  of  "  Hugh  Pallifcr"  iign* 
cd  to  a  letter  in  the  Morning  Poft. 

The  vice  admiral  had  quottd  hisdifpatch  from  aboard  the 
Viflory,  containing  a  full  approbation  of  the  condu6l  of  all 
the  officers  prefeiit  that  day,  in  which  he  was  included.  Mod 
certainly  the  conclufion  was  fair ;  and  he  was  again  ready 
to  repeat  it,  and  point  that  teilimony  particularly,  as  well 
a^  generally. 

The 
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The  vico  admiral  had  all'^ided  to  fignals,  and  faid  that  it 
was  no  fault  of  his  that  the  fleet  of  France  was  not  re-at- 
tacked. As  to  that,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  prcfurned 
every  inferior  officer  was  to  obey  the  fignals  of  his  comman- 
der ;  and  now,  when  called  upon  to  fpeak  out,  he  would  in- 
form the  Houfe  and  the  Public,  that  the  fignal  for  coming 
into  the  ViiSory's  wake,  was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the 
Afternoon  till  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  did  not  charge  the  vice  admiral  with  adual  difobe- 
dience.  He  doubted  not,  but  if  an  en^uirv  (hould  be  thought 
neceflary,  that  he  would  be  able  to  judify  nimfelf,  becaufe  he 
was  fully  perfuaded  of  his  perfonal  bravery. 

He  repeated,  that  he  was  his  country's  friend,  and  was  ready 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  its  intereft,  and 
advance  its  honour  ;  farther  than  that,  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  adminiflration,  and  was  little  folicitous  about  any  mat- 
ter but  what  related  to  a  due  performance  of  his  duty.  He 
was  happy  to  think  that  the  Britiib  flag  had  fuflcred  no  dif- 
grace,  while  intruded  to  his  care,  and  he  hoped  never  would* 
Mr.  T.  Lutirellvok,  and  was  proceeding  to  make  aniniad- 
verfions  on  what  had  now  pafTed,  and  moved  an  addrefs  to  the 
Crown  to  order  a  trial  of  Sir  Hugh,  but  was  called  to  order  by 
Lord  Mulgrave,  for  deviating  from  the  fubjedl  of  debate,  that 
matter  not  being  properly  before  the  committee.  He  then  re- 
fumed  the  fubjea,relative  to  the  embezzlement  of  the  420,000!. 
but  that  likewife  being  deemed  foreign  to*  the  refolution  be- 
fore the  committee,  he  was  called  to  order  from  the  chair,  and 
fat  down,  after  giving  notice  that,  on  the  next  day,  he  woujd 
revive  his  motion  for  an  addrefs. 

Lord  North  rofe  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  charge  of 
not  attending  the  Houfe  on  navy  days,  as  well  as  to  refute 
the  charge  againft  the  trcafury  and  admiralty  boards  about 
the  embezzlement  of  450,0001.  and  upwards.  With  regard 
to  the  former,  he  declared  he  had  fat  in  Parliament  for  up-> 
wards  of  twenty  years,  for  the  lad  ten  of  which  he'  had  been 
in  office,  and  had  condantly  attended  when  the  navy  was 
under  confideration  ;  that  perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  call  every  day  a  navy  day  on  which  he  faidTomethin'g 
relative  to  the  navy  ;  if  that  indeed  were  the  cafe,  he  owned 
it  would  have  been  almoft  impoffible  for  him  not  to  have 
been  abfent  fome  days.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  al- 
luded to  his  not  having  been  prefent  on  Monday  and  Tuef- 
day,  he  affured  the  geritleman  he  meant  to  be  prefent  on 
both,  but  that  he  was  each  day  employed,  at  the  treafury,  till 
tbree^  and  that  the  Houfe  was  up  before  he  could  reach  the 
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lobby.     In  anfwer  to  the  cbarge  of  embezzlement,  he  de- 
clared, when  he  firft  heard  of  it,  he  did  not  know  that  it  was 
laid  at  the  door  of  the  treafury  board  ;  but  that  although 
thofe  who  embezzled  the  public  money  ought  to  be  feverely 
punilhed  at  all  times,  he  was  exceedingly  happy  to  hear  of 
the  embezzlement  in  queftion,'let  who  woula  be  guilty,  be- 
caufe  450,0001,  juft  at  prefent  would  be  very  ufeful  to  the 
public  ;  and  as  the  gentleman  had  fo  unexpeftedly  found  that 
fuch  a  fum  was  embezzled,  he  doubted  not  it  would  be  forth- 
coming ;  unfortunately,  however,  for  the  public,  it  now  ap- 
peared that  there  was  no  embezzlement  at  all,  as  he  would 
convince  the  committee.     His  Lordlhip  then  went  into  a 
copious  detail  of  the  nature  of  the  navy  edimates,  and  the 
public  papers  delivered  at  the  table  from  the  refpc6ttve  boards 
of  the  treafury,  admiralty,  and  navy,   (under  the   titles  of 
Diltribution  and  Appropriation  Papers,)  declaring  that  the  4l, 
a  man  voted  for  the  navy,  was  applied  to  four  different  heads 
of  fervice,  viz.   Teamen's  wages,  viftualling,  wear  and  tear, 
and  ordnance.     That  the  fum  voted  was  n^ver  equal  to  the  . 
expenditure,  and  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  truly 
faid  there  was  a  faving  of  upwards  of  450,000!.  in  1771, 
fo  that  fum  was  applied  to  the  diminution  of  the  navy  acbt, 
which  of  courfe  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  450,000!.  lefs  than 
it  otherwife  would  have  been.     His  Lordfhip  added,  tliat  if 
he   was  to  affert  that  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty   and 
himfeU  were  above  embezzling  the  money  voted  for  the  navy 
fervice,  poffibly  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  believe 
him  ;  it  wc^uld  therefore,  he  doubted  not,  pleafe  him  much 
better  to  hear  that  were  they  inclined  to  embezzle  it,  it  was 
not  in  their  power  to  touch  a  halfpenny  of  it.     He  then  ex- 
plained, that  it  never  came  into  their  hamds ;  that  the  trea- 
fury board  was  obliged  to  pay  every  (hilling  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  to  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  ; 
that  the  treafurer  could  not  embezzle  it,  as  he  could  make  no 
payment  without  a  draft  on  him  from  the  commiflTioners  of 
thfe  navy,  and  that  the  treafi>rer's  accounts  were  kept  in  the 
moft  exaft  manner,   and  fettled  daily  under  the  infpeSion  of 
the  commiffioners.     Having  amply  difcuffed  this  matter,  his 
LordQiip  took  jiotice  of  Mr.  Luttrel!*s  difavowal  of  any  in- 
tention of  clogging  the  wheels  of  government,  and  declared 
he  had  never  cliarged  the  honoifrable  gentleman  with  any  fuch 
defign  ;  that  he  commended  him  for   his  fpint   of  inquiry, 
which  had  aftuated  him  upon  the  prefent  occafion  ;  that  he 
«vas  doing  what  he  had  a  right  to  do  ^  and  fo  far^  fays  he,  am 
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I  from  entertaining  the  raoft  dlftant  thoughts  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  clogging  the  wheels  of  government,  that  I 
am  perfuaded  he  no  more  clogs  them  than  the  fly  in  the  fa- 
ble,  who  fettling  oil  the  chariot  wheel,  thought  (he  raifed  the 
diift  with  which  (lie  was  furrounded  ;  whereas,  poor  innocent 
thing,  (be  fixed  where  (he  had  a  right  to  fix,  and  did  not  in 
the  leaft  incommode  either  the  adion  of  the  wheels,  or  the 
qiiiet  of  the  perfon  who  rode  within  fide. 

Mr.  T.  Luttrell  faid,  the  noble  Lord's  hnmorons  ftmile 
(h(  uld  not  divert  him  from  fixing  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
en  a  bufinefs  no  lefs  ferious  than  important.  He  contended, 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  faid  a  fy liable  which  even  tended 
to  meet  the  charge  of  embezzlement.  He  had  indeed  avert- 
ed at  random,  and  taken  his  alTertion  as  fo  much  proof,  that 
the  allowance  of  4I.  per  man  per  month  was  infnfficient  to 
anfwer  wages,  wear  and  tear,  ordnance,  or  vidualling.  The 
excefs  of  expenditure,  he  granted,  formed  part  of  the  navy 
debt ;  but  what  he  ftill  contended  was,  that  no  evidence  had 
as  yet  reached  that  Houfe,  of  the  appropriation  of  the  furpltjs, 
nor  the  neceffity  of  it ;  if  it  had,  it  was  in  the  power  of  mini- 
flers  to  inftantly  give  the  fatisfadlion  fought.  Produce  an 
account  of  the  whole  of  the  navy  debt  incurred  1771  ;  (hew- 
that  a  deduflion  of  450,000!.  had  been  made  out  of  it ;  that 
is,  (hew  the  nation  that  ihey  have  had  credit  for  that  fiim. 
If  parlramentary  accounts  mean  any  thing,  they  mean  a  full 
account ;  any  thing  but  a  full  account  means  nothing  ;  foV 
whatever  is  omitted,  may,  it  is  true,  be  applied  to  the  fervicc 
to  which  it  is  ftated  ;  but  unlefs  the  fpecific  fervia?  or  fervices 
are  laid  before  the  Houfe,  it  is  in  fa6^,  in  the  contemplatioix 
of  the  Houfe,  no  account :  befides,  Parliament  votes  a  fum 
not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  for  as  many  men  as  are  adlual- 
ly  employed,  not  for  an  ineffedive  eftablifhment. 

After  having,  with  great  force  of  reafoning,  (hewn  at  leaft 
the  dcfeftivenefs,  if  not  the  iniquity  of  fuch  a  mode  of  ac- 
counting with  the  public,  he  faid,  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon  had  endeavoured  to  ihift  the  charge  off  his  own 
(houlders,  by  affirming,  that  the  money  iifued  wasby  rcqui- 
(itton  from  the  treafurer  of  the  navy;  that  the  board,  af 
which  he  prefided,  afied  only  in  a  minilterial  manner,  and 
had  no  immediate  check  to  either  examine  or  controul  the  re^i 
qnifition  thus  made.  The  treafurer  of  the  navy  at  that  time 
was  lately  dead,  and  his  Lordfhip  had  probably  in  view  the 
well  known  adage,  that  dead  men  tell  no  tales. 

With  regard  to  the  noble  Lord's  ap;fimile,  it  had  done  him 
honour.^  His  Lordlhipi  in  this  line  of  debate,  was  known  to 
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be  an  original.  Whenever  the  noble  Lord  found  himfelf 
clofely  prefl'ed  in  argument,  or  fa6^,  it  was  his  known  pra<itice 
to  get  rid  of  the  queftion  by  a  joke !  His  manner  was  no 
Icfs  curious  than  his  matter ;  when  he  was  half  afleep,  or 
feemingly  quite  afleep,  he  collefted  a  ftore  of  wit  and  hu- 
mour, trom  iEfop,  Phxdrus,  or  Joe  Miller,  or  fome  other 
book  equally  dillinguifhed  forfuch  fpecies  of  drollery  ;  and^ 
inftead  of  reafoning,  was  fure  to  treat  the  Houfe  with  a 
Jaugh.  Asrtohis  fimile  ©f  the  fly  on  the  chariot  wheel,  if 
he  and  his  aflbciates  lived  in  another  country,  and  had  their 
deferts,  they  would  long  fmce  have  been  put  upon  a  proper 
wheel  ;  fuch  a  wheel  as  the  fyftem  and  principles  of  the 
noble  Lord's  government,  among  other  bleffings  infeparable 
from  de/potifm,  tended  to  introouce  into  Great  Britain  ;  he 
would  therefore  rather  be  the  fly  in  the  fable,  than  an  objeft 
of  ignominy  and  detcftaiion,  upon  the  wheel  of  public  ven-» 
geance. 

He  concluded  with  declaring  his  objeSion  to  every  thing 
cruel  or  inhumane ;  he  Ihould  neverthelcfs  think  he  ferved 
his  country  eflentially,  by  giving  his  vote  at  this  time,  for 
tlie  introduflion  of  fuch  wheels  into  this  country,  if  only  to 
be  applied  againft  thofe  (late-parricides  who  had  deluged  their 
country  in  blood,  and  wafted  its  fubftance. 

Mr.  Ellis  and  Lord  N&rth  rifing  to  fpeak  together,  his 
Lordfhip  defired  to  fpeak  a  few  words  before  he  was  racked  ; 
and  obferving,  that  accounts' were  the  moft  improper  fubjedts 
in  the  world  to  raife  a  jpke  upon,  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few 
words  in  explanation.  That  4I.  per  man,  per  month,  was  thus 
divided-swages  22s.  vidlualling  27s.  for  wear  and  tear  in 
ordinary  30s.  and  ordnance  for  fea  fervice  4s.  Here  his 
Lordfhip  (hifted  this  arrangement  three  or  four  times,  ad- 
ding and  diminishing  from  and  to  the  feveral  heads,  but  at 
length  determined  nothing.  Theufe  he  intended  to  make  of 
thefe  premifes  was  to  ihew,  that  every  one  of  the  charges 
fell  (hort  of  the  real  expenditure  ;  the  vi£tualling  in  parti- 
cular, and  wear  and  tear,  having  greatly  increafed  fince  the 
eftabHfhment  was  firft  made ;  the  confequence  of  which  was^ 
that  the  excefs  of  expenditure  was  either  made  up  by  the  fay- 
ing of  the  number  of  men  aflually  borne  and  muftercd  fron* 
the  vote,  or  formed  what  was  called  the  navy  debt*.     Thusy 
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for  inftance,  in  the  year  alluded  to  [1771I  the  faving  on  ihc 
difference  between  the  men  voted,  and  actually  borne,  was 
applied  to  the  general  head  of  expenditure  called  the  nav^ 
debt ;  fo  that  when  this  latter  account  came  to  be  made  up,  it 
was  jud  fo  much  lefs  than  it  would  have  been,  if  no  excefs  . 
had  arifen  on  the  original  vote ;  for  early  in  that  year  the 
e^peded  rupture  between  this  country  and  Spain  having 
iblown  over,  and  the  difference  having  been  amicably  termi- 
nated, the  feamen  and  marines,  except  fuch  as  were  abfolutely 
neceifary,  were  graduallv  difcharged,  and  the  faving  thus 
made  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  navy  debt  of  that  year* 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  treafurer  of  the  navy,  entered  into  a 
very  tedious,  unintelligible,  and  unfatisfa6lory  account  of  the 
rife,  progrefs,  and  the  finally  eilabliOied  mode  of  voting  the 
navy  eftimates.  He  faid,  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Second,  the  ufualmode  of  votmg  money  foe 
that  fervice  had  been  by  a  fpecific  fum  ;  and. the  Crown  hav- 
ing certain  appropriated  cuftoms  and  duties  for  that  fervice, 
unlcfs  when  an  extraordinary  demand  became  neceifary , 
Parliament  had  little  to  do  with  it.  So  it  continued  during 
the  reign  of  James  11.  who  being  bred  a  feaman  himfelf,  took 
the  management  of  the  navy  under  his  immediate  direc- 
tion, and  conduded  the  whole  with  the  afliflance  of  a  fe- 
cretary.  After  the  Revolution  another  mode  prevailed, 
which  was,  voting  a  fum  for  general  ufesforthe  navy,  and 
making  up  the  deficiencies  by  Parliamentary  grants  the  enfu- 
ing  feffion.  So  matters  continued  till  the  year  1699,  the  latter 
end  of  King  William's  reign  ;  when,  upon  an  eftimate  then 
formed,  the  prefent  vote  for  4I.  per  man  per  month  was  firft 
cftablifhed.  The  great  increafe  in  the  expence  of  vidual* 
ling,  and  for  wear  and  tear,  have  been  gradually  on  the, in* 
creafe  ever  fince,  nor  has  the  vote  ever  balanced  the  expen^ 
diture  fince  Q^ieen  Anne's  time.  In  the  year  1715,  the  de- 
ficiency was  firft  fenfibly  felt ;  and  from  that  day  to  the  pre- 
fent, tfie  excefs  has  been  rather  on  the  increafe,  which  excefs 
is  what  is  generally  provided  for  with  other  heads,  under  the 
title  of  the  navy  debt.     The  honourable  gentleman  will 

there- 
heads  of  wear  an4  tear,  wages  and  vidliialling ;  though  fometimes, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  very  aftive  war,  there  may  happen  an  exceedtn^y 
but  never  to  a  large  amount.  The  year  177J  proved  a  ye^r  6^  per- 
feft  tranquillity  after  the  month  of  March,  fo  that  no  charges'cottld 
properly  accrue  above  the  4l.  per  roonthy  for  the  numbers^horrie  in 
^  the  fervice.  The  navy. wages  arc  it  dliii  daj'  the  fame  as  in  the 
■'Tcigw*£)f  King  William. 
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ttierefore  take  with  him  this  general  (late  of  the  matter,  ^s 
applicable  to  the  excefs  voted  in  1771,  or  any  fubfequent 
year,  that  it  goes  to  the  extinguifliing  part  of  the  excefs  of 
expenditure.  When  the  numbers  aftually  borne  and  voted 
TkTC  nearly  equal,  the  navy  debt  fwells  in  proportion  ;  when 
the  men  voted  exceed  the  numbers  borne,  then  the. navy  debt 
is  proportiouably  lefs. 

The  honourable  gentleman  calls  for  parliamentary  docu* 
ments  which  do  not  exift;  the  truth  is,  that  neither  the  trea- 
fury  nor  admiralty  boards,  northetreafurer  of  thenavy,  have, 
properly  fpeaking,  any  thing  at  all  to  do  with  the  accounts  of 
the  various  expences  incurred ;  they  are  prefented  to  the  ad* 
miralty  board,  and  by  it  referred  to  the  navy  board  ;  he  re- 
ports to  the  treafury  Doard,  who  iflfue  a  warrant  for  the  Turns 
thus  certified.  To  that  the  real  expenditure  is  fixed  by  the  navy- 
board,  and  tvtry  other  channel  through  which  the  monies 
ordered  to  be  dilburfed  pafs,  is  merely  in  a  miniderial  man- 
ner. 

The  honourable  gentleman  wiihes  for  Parliamentary  docti- 
ments  or  vouchers ;  the  taik  would  be  endlefs ;  a  waggon 
would  not  be  fuflicient  to  hold  the  books  and  papei^s  necef- 
fary  to  fuch  an  inveftigation  ;  and  if  fuch  were  to  take  place, 
it  would  abforb  the  whole  time  and  attention  of  this  Houfe 
in  the  courfe  of  every  feffion.  Not  one  perfon  concerned 
officially  can  have  the  lead  temptation  to  embezzle,  were 
they  ever  fo  well  inclined.  The  accounts  are  vouched,  in  the 
firfl  inflance,  wherever  the  expenditure  accrues ;  they  are 
regularly  tranfmitted,  referred,  and  decided  upon  before  they 
come  to  the  treafurer  of  the  navy.  He  certifies  them  upon 
this  authority  to  the  treafury  board,  in  purfuance  of  which 
that  board  iflues  a  warrant  for  the  difburfement. 

Mr.  Fox  contended,  that,  notwithflanding  the  boafts  of  ad- 
miniftration,  we  had  been  inferior  to  the  French  at  Tea  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  In  America  we  had  been  avow- 
edly fo  oefore  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron ;  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean we  were  fo  dill ;  in  the  Channel  we  certainly  had  been 
far  inferior  to  France,  when  Admiral  Keppel  was  fent  out 
with  no  more  than  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  at  a  lime  that  there 
were  twenty-feven  in  Bred  water:  in  India  he  would  be g)ad 
to  hear  from  minifti-y  how  we  ftopd  :  in  the  Weft  Indies 
oiiiy  we  had  been  faid  to  be  fuperior ;  and  yet  there  the  ifland 
of  ijbminica  had  been  taken  from  us.  The  admiral  on  the 
Leeward  Ifland  ftation.had  been  confined  tp  Carlifle  Bay,  to 
w^if  for  orders  for  undertaking  an  expedition^  with  the  par- 
Pi  a  ticulars 
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ticulars  of  which  government  had  not  thought  proper  to  make 
him  previoufly  acquainted.  It  has  beeti  the  conflant  praAicCy 
in  former  days,  to  fend  a  powerful  fquadron  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  prevent  a  jundion  between  the  Toulon  and  Breft 
fquadrons ;  but  this  pradice  had  been  difcontinued  of  late,  to 
the  coft  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  had  we  Rationed  a  fleet  there 
lad  fpringy  Monf.  D*£(laing  never  could  have  paffed  the 
Straits  without  having  firft  beat  us.  Why  had  fuch  a 
meafure  been  neglefted  ?  What  was  the  ufe  of  Gibraltar 
and  Port  Mahon,  if  not  to  turn  to  our  advantage  the  dif- 
tance  between  Breft  and  Toulon,  and  fo  guard  the  pafs  be- 
tween the  Mediterranean  and  the  Ocean,  that  France  could 
not  form  a  jundion  of  her  two  fleets?  Thefe  confiderations 
weighed  fo  with  him,  that  he  could  not  give  up  his  opinion 
relative  to  the  fallacy  of  the  accounts  given  laft  year  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  He  paid  his  hon.  relation  [Admir^ 
KeppelJ,  the  higheft  compliments,  for  having  returned  home, 
•when  firft  fent  out,  as  foon  as  he  difcovered  that  the  French 
fleet  were  fuperior  to  him  in  point  of  number  ;  and  dwelt 
with  his  ufual  flow  of  oratory  and  warmth  of  imagination, 
in  defcribing  the  fatal  calamities  that  might  have  enfuecf, 
had  the  admiral  rigidly  adhered  to  his  inidruflions,  inftead  of 
which,  he  preferred  the  fafety  of  his  country  to  what  niight 
be  deemed  his  mere  line  of  duty. 

He  would  neverihelefs  give  his  hearty  aflent  to  the  motion, 
if  it  were  even  for  a  greater  number  of  men,  as  he  would  omit 
nothing  that  could  put  his  country  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence as  ihould  fecure  it  againft  any  attack  whatfoever. 

Lord  Mul^rave  held  that  there  were  circumftances  where 
general  laws  could  not,  and  perhaps  ought  not  to  be  complied 
with ;  and  a  line  (hould  be  drawn  betwixt  calamity  and  cri- 
minality. If  the  exerted  efforts  of  this  country  could  not 
make  it  equal  to  the  enemy,  we  ought  then  fet  our  diftrefles 
down  to  the  account  of  misfortune  and  calamity,  and  not 
lay  them  at  the  doors  of  adminiftration.  What  might  be 
expedient  at  onejunSure,  might  be  improper  at  another. — 
He  confefled,  that  if  we  were  unembarrafled  with  any  other 
war,  we  (hould  oh  the  approaches  of  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities  with  France,  fend  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean ; 
but  that  was  not  the  cafe  now.  We  are  obliged  to  have  a 
great  armament  in  America,  which  fo  divides  our  forces^ 
chat  it  would  be  dangerous  to  detach  any  more  ^  not  to  men- 
tion thejealoufy  that  it  might  create  in  foreign  courts,  if  we 
were  XQ  fend  a  ftrong  force  to  the  Mediterranean.     With  re^  - 
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gard  to  our  fuperiority  at  fea,  he  would  again  afTert  it.  When 
Admiral  Keppel  went  out  with  (Wenty  fail  of  the  line,  the 
French  fleet,  he  allowed,  was  ftronger  than  ours,  on  paper  ; 
but  that  it  was  fo  in  reality  he  abfolutely  denied  ;  and  he  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  French  would  not  have  failed  when 
they  did,  if  they  had  not  been  excited  to  it  by  the  frequent  af- 
fertionsof  gentlemen  in  oppofitioii,  that  our  fleet  was  ruined ; 
and  our  Admiral  going  out  with  only  twenty  fail,  conflrmed. 
them  in  their  opinion  that  we  were  undone,  and  that  oppo* 
fition  -fpoke  truth. 

In  America,  that  we  were  fuperior,  did  not  require  a  proof; 
in  the  Welt  Indies  we  were  10  likewife ;  nor  would  he  be- 
lieve that  the  reports  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man of  enterprifes  being  to  be  undertaken  not  without  the 
previous  knowledge  of  the  Admiral  on  the  Leeward  ftation, 
had  not  the  leaft  foundation  in  truth ;  that  gentleman,  he  was 
fure  had  no  caufe  to  complain  of  difrefpeftful  treatment  from 
adminiftration. 

He  declared,  that  he  could  not  follow  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  had  fpoken  fo  much  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 
and  of  Rome  and  Sicily,  not  having  either  time  or  inclination 
topurfue  him*  in  his  circuitous  progrefs. 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  thought  it  highly  im- 
proper to  anfwer  every  qucftion  that  might  be  put  to  him  at 
this  critical  moment  \  and  that  he  held  that  man  unworthy  of 
•  an  office  in  his  country,  who  could  not  fubmit  to  be  thought 
criminal  for  a  while,  rather  than  by  an  ill-tinv:d  vindication,  be- 
tray the  fecrets  of  the  (late  to  its  enemies  :  for  which  reafon 
he  was  determined  hereafter  to  be  11  lent  when  information 
fhould  be  called  for,  which,  if  given,  would  be  of  advantage 
only  to  our  common  foe.  He  only  begged  that  gentlemen 
would  properly  interpret  his  filence  ;  ancTnot  fet  down  as  a' 
confeflion  of  guilt  what  would  be  alone  the  eff^eft  of  prudence. 

Mr.  Luttrell  replied  again,  and  charged  the  noole  Lord 
with  fneering  at  him,  from  a  book  called  Anticipation,  which 
he  declared  he  highly  admired ;  he  faid  he  might  poflibly  not  be 
fo  poliflicd  as  a  perion  who  had  failed  round  the  world,  and 
touched  where  bears  were  the  principal  inhabitants,  whofe 
manners  the  circumnavigator  feemed  to  have  copied  with  great 
fuccefs.  He  then  proceeded  to  make  obfervations  on  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  in  office  [Mr.  El- 
lis.] He  denied,  that  the  mode  fo  cpnfidently  dated  by  him 
to  have  been  eftablifhed  in  pafling  the  navy  accounts,  ever 
prevailed  till  Lord  Anfon  was  called  to  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty; that  nobleman's  virtues  and  great  profeflional  and  of- 
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ficial  abilities,  formed  the  real  caiife  of  the  defultory  method 
of  dating  accounts  too  often  praftifed  in  Parliament ;  but  nei- 
ther Lord  Anfon  nor  Lord  Hawke  had  abufed  this  ample  con- 
fidence of  the  Houfe*  The  treafury  could  not  juftify  the  if- 
fuing  the  money  for  40,000  men,  when  they  knew,  or  ought 
to  have  known,  there  was  but  30,000,  and  the  admiralty  funk 
the  money  without  any  licence  from  Parliament,  or  account  of 
its  atJ'lual  expenditure.  The  Journals  (hew  that  the  late  trea^ 
furer  [Sir  G.  Elliot]  had  not  a  (hilling  of  it  remaining  in  his 
hands  at  the  end  of  the  year.  How  was  the  elTential  charge 
met  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  ?  The  gentleman  [Mr. 
Ellis]  deterred  the  Houfe  from  an  inquiry,  by  faying,  that  the 
accounts  would  fill  many  waggons,  or  raife  a  pile  like  one  of 
the  Egyptian  pyramids,  when,  in  faft,  the  true  accounts  would 
lie  in  a  nut-(hell.  The  noble  Lord  [Mul^rave]  replied  by  a 
forcible  laugh,  commonly  called  an  horfe-laugh ;  but  fince  he 
had  feen  it  on  the  countenance  of  that  noble  Lord,  he  thought 
it  improperly  faddledon  fo  generous,  fo  graceful,  andrefpeA- 
able  an  animal. 

Lord  Mulgrave  declared  he  did  not  think  of  the  popular 
pamphlet  called  Anticipation,  when  he  mentioned  following 
the  honourable  gentleman  into  Egypt  and  Sicily,  but  was 
induced  to  ufe  the  expreflion  from  the  honourable  genlicman*s 
having  talked  of  Dionylius  the  tyrant,  and  the  pyramids  of 
Egypt.  He,  however,  commended  the  gentleman's  good^-' 
humour,  and  faid  he  would  readily  confent  to  be  a  bear,  if  it 
would  pleafe  him,  and  the  gentleman  (hould,  if  he  chofe  it, 
be  the  bear-leader,  an  office  for  which  he  feemed  amply  qua* 
lifted;  or  if  that  did  not  pleafe  him,  the  animal  which,  (lands 
in  an  equal  degree  of  affinity  to  an  horfe  and  an  afs. 

Mr.  T.  Townjhend  reprobated  the  jeft  of  the  noble  Lord  in 
the  blue  ribbcn ;  he  faid  fuch  language  and  treatment,  mini* 
fters  in  the  hour  even  of  triumph  and  of  infolence  might  be 
afhamed  of.  God  knew  the  prefent  moment  was  far  from  af-- 
fording  caufe  for  laughter  or  merriment.  He  complained 
much  of  the  defencelefs  (late  of  Jamaica,  and  among  other 
njatters,  adverted  to  thedifpute  between  Admiral  Keppeland 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifex,  which  he  thought  called  for  an  immedi- 
af^  inquiry.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  he  at* 
tacked  adminiftralion  on  the  fcore  of  ill-treating  the  officers 
they  employed,  and^cnded  his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  the 
next  Whig  who  went  out  to  ferve  his  country,  might  take 
leave  of  his  King  in  the  fame  manner  as  Marlhal  Villars  is 
recoxded  to  have  taken  leave  of  Louis  XIV.  "  Sire,  I  am 
nour  going  to  fight  your  enemicsi  and  I  leave  your  Majeily 
i«  the  midft  of  mine." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Bailey  contended,  that  our  Weft  India  iflands  had 
been  moft  ftamefully  and  criminally  neglefted  ;  that  Jamaica 
had  no  force  eaual  to  defend  it,  either  by  land  or  fea ;  that 
the  French  had  a  military  force  in  St.  Domingo  and  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands  in  their  pofleflion,  little  ihort  of  20,000 
men ;  that  the  only  tiling  that  prcferved  Jamaica,  was  an 
epidemic  diforder  which,  happily  for  us,  had  broke  oi|t 
among  the  French  troops ;  but  that  in  the  worft  event  he  had 
great  hopes  from  a  neutral  fortrefs  iji  that  ifland,  which  could 
be  defended  by  a  fmall  force  againft  a  powerful  army,  and  the 
great  abilities  of  the  Governor  [General  Dallin^.J 

Mr.  BuUer  faid  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr.  Luttrell,  and 
the  queftion  being  put  on  the  refolution,  it  was  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

December  3. 

Mr.  Bulkr  moved,  that  the  motion  of  the  honourable  Mr. 
Luitrell,  which  paffed  on  Tuefday  laft,  for  the  laft  weekly 
returns  of  the  numbers  of  men  borne  and  muttered  on  board 
the  feveral  (hips  of  his  Majefty's  navy  refpedlively,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  be  difcharged.  His  reafon  for  this  motion 
was,  that,  on  mature  conGderation,  he  conceived  it  to  be  very 
dangerous  to  make  a  difcovery,  at  this  very  perilous  moment, 
of  the  feveral  dates  and  Rations  of  the  Britiui  navy. 

Mr.  Luttrell  faid,  it  was  ftrange  that  a  motion  which  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  Ihould 
be  now  deemed  by  him  fo  ineligible.  He  had  been  par- 
ticularly careful  not  to  involve  within  its  tendency  any  thing 
that  could  be  dangerous.  He  had  not  defired  the  admiralty  to 
fpecify  the  feveral  flations  of  the  (hips,  and  he  had  forborne 
to  aflc  for  any  account  of  the  dates  of  the  fhips.  He  had 
barely  defired  them  to  produce  the  weekly  rerurns,  that  they 
might  not  have  it  in  their  power  thisyear,  ^s  in  the  year  1771^ 
to  embez5fle  any  pan  of  the  public  money.  He  had  carefully 
examined  the  navy  books,  from  the  time  dated  in  his  charge, 
to  the  prefent  year,  and  he  had  not  found  the  fmalled  trace  of 
an  application  of  the  furplus  fun^  either  to  the  difcharge  of 
extras,  or  the  diminution  of  the  debt.  He  had  called  upoq 
them  to  produce  vouchers  of  the  expenditure  of  the  fum,  if 
it  had  been  expended  as  they  averred  \  but  in  the  place  of  do* 
cumentSj  he  received  only  eulogiums  on  the  management  of 
the  navy  books,  and  invedlives  againd  himfelf.  He  had 
the  faireit  grounds  for  fufpicion,  that  fums  might  be  embez- 
zled in  the  fame  manner  this  year,  and  therefore  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  warn  parliament  of  the  danger.  It  had  been 
afferted  the  night  before,  by  the  honourabk  gentleman  who 
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moved  for  the  difchargc,  and  by  another  who  had  profeffed 
himfeir  to  be  a  private  gentlcinan,  but  who  had  proved  that 
he  could  only  impofe  upon  that  Houfe,  by  wrapping  himfetf 
up  in  hisprofef?ion,  that  ther«  were  in  September  lad  feventy- 
feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  men  bojne  and  muftered  in  the 
Britifli  navy.     If  this  was  really  a  truth,  he  would  be  bold  to 
fay,  that  no  expedient  could  produce  happier  efFe6is  than  pub- 
li filing  this  circumflance  to  all  the  world.      It  was  the  moft 
numerous  body  of  feamen  that  this  country  ever  poirefTed,  and 
he  would  be  himfelf  the  firf!  to  rife,  if  the  fa<9  was  proved, 
,  and  move  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Lords  of  the  admiralty 
for  their  care,  affiduity,  and  ability;  but,  he  was   forry  to 
fay,  he  did  not  believe  it;  and  if  Parliament  fat  down  with 
it  on  the  teftimony  of  the  aflTcrtion  before  them,  he  was  fen^ 
fible  they  would  find  themfelves  as  much  impofed  on  as  they 
had  been  the  year  before.     He  did  not  condemn  the  minor 
ccmmiHioner  of  the  admiralty  [Mr.  Buller]  as   having  at-  • 
ferted  a  wilful  falfehood  ;  he  knew  that  the  puifne  Lords  of 
that  board  were  not  fo  fully  informed  by  the  fenior  Lord  as 
they  ought   to  be.     He  begged  gentlemen  to  confider  that 
eighty  thoufand  feamen  would  man,  with  ihcirfull  war  com* 
plements,  an  hundred  (hips  of  the  line,  an  hundred  frigates, 
and  an  hundred  Hoops  of  war,  a  number  fuperior  to  all  that 
ever  were  in  the  fervice  of  this  or  any  other  country.    But  he 
begged  leave  to  tell  the  Houfe,  that  from  very  authentic  ac- 
counts he  was  able  to  inform  them,   that  the  number  of  fea- 
men in  September  laft  was  not  more  than  fixty-five  thoufand, 
from  which  there  were  now  to  be  dedudled  a  great  number 
killed,  loft,  defertcd,  or  taken  from  on  board  the  fleets  of  Ad- 
mirals Keppcl,  Byron,  Howe,  and  the  cruizing  frigates.   Btit 
taking  it  at  the  number  borne  as  mentioned  in  September  laft, 
of  fixty-five  thoufand,  it  was  near  thirteen  thoufand  lefs  than 
•whattheadmiralty  hadftated,  which,  if  admitted  by  the  Houfe, 
would,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  after  the  manner  of  1772,  give 
rife  to  an  embezzlement  of  fix  hundred  and  eighty  thouUnd 
pounds. 

Lord  Mulgrave  faid,  that  the  weekly  returns  were  the  moft 
improper  accounts  of  all  others,  and  the  moft  defe£live.  in 
every  point  wifhed  for.  They  would  be  altogether  unintelli- 
gible to  the  Houfe,  but  they  will  give  the  moft  dangerous 
information  to  the  enemy.  He  averred  that  the  quarterly 
mufters,  and  the  day  lifts,  were  the  moft  proper  vouchers  of 
the  number  of  men. 

Mr.  Townjhend  begged  leave  to  remark  how  much  the  ho-' 
nour  of  Parliament  was  affeded  by  the  condu£l  of  the  Ad- 
miralty 
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miralty  in  the  prefcnt  qiicftion.  They  knew  not  their  own 
minds ;  what  they  agreed  to  one  day  they  contradiifled  the 
next,  and  they  introduced  into  parliament  the  fame  mode  of 
ordering  and  counter-ordering,  which,  to  the  misfortune  of 
this  country,  they  praQi fed  without.  He  could  not  avoid 
remarking,  on  the  cxpreffion  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  the 
weekly  returns  would  be  unintelligible  to.  the  Houfe,  but 
they  would  give  dangerous  information  to  the  enemy  ;  it  was 
the  greateQ  equivoque  he  ever  heard,  and  either  meant  an 
aiFront  to  the  underitanding  of  the  Houfc,  or  it  meant  nothing. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Buller's  motion,  for  it  170^ 
againft  it  15. 

December  4. 

M.  T.  IV.  Coke  moved.  That  the  manifefto  and  proclama* 
tjon  from  his  Majcfty's  commiifioners  at  New  York,  to  the 
members  of  the  Congrefs,  the  members  of  the  general  aflem* 
blies,  and  to  other  perfons,  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  in 
America,  contained  in  the  printed  book  prefented  tb  this 
Houfe  by  LrQrd  George  Germaine,  on  Wednefday  laft,  might 
be  read.  And  the  fame  being  read  accr)rdingly,  he  moved. 
That  an  humble  addrcf>  be  prefented  to  his  Majcfty,  to  cx- 
prefs  tp  his  Majefty  the  difpleafure  of  this  Houfc,  at  a  certain 
manifefto  and  proclamation,  dated  the  3d  day  of  Odober  1778, 
and  publiflied  in  America,  under  the  hands  and  (bals  of  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
Wilham  Eden,  Efquire,  commiftioners  for  reiloring  peace  to 
the  colonics,  andcounterfigned  by  Adam  Fergufon,  Efquire, 
fecretary  to  the  commiflion  :  the  faid  manifeito  containing  a 
declaration  of  the  following  tenor : 

"  If  there  be  any  perfons  who,  diverted  of  miftaken  re* 
ientments,  and  uninfluenced  by  felhfti  intereib,  really  think 
that  it  is  for  the- benefit  of  the  colonies  to  feparate  themfelves 
from  Great  Britain,  and  that,  ^o  fcparated,  they  will  find  a 
conftitution  more  mild,  more  free,  and  better  calculated  for 
their  profperity,  than  that  which  they  heretofore  enjoyed,  and 
which  we  are  impowered  and  difpofed  to  renew  and  improve ; 
with  Aich  perfons  we  will  not  difpute  a  pofition  which  feems 
to  be  fuflSciently  contradi£lcd  by  the  experience  they  have 
had:  but.we  think  it  right  to  leave  them  fully  aware  oi  the 
change  which  the  maintaining,  fuch  a  pofition  muft  make  in 
the  whole  nature  and  future  condud  of  this  war :  more  efpe- 
cially,  when  to  this  pofition  is  added,  the  pretended  alliance 
with  the  court  of  France.  The  policy,  as  well  as  the  bene- 
volence, of  Great  Britain,  have  thus  far  checked  the  extremes 
of  war,  when  they  tended  to  diflrefs  a  people  ftill  confidered 

as 
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as  our  fellow-fuMe^Sy  and  to  defolate  a  country  (hortly  to 
become  again  a  fource  of  mutual  advantage  ;  but  when  that 
country  profcffes  the  unnatural  defign  not  only  of  edraniging 
herfelf  from  us,  but  of  mortgaging  her felf  and  her  refburces, 
10  our  enemies,  the  whole  conteit  is  changed  ;  and  the  queftion 
is,  how  far  Great  Britain  may,  by  every  means  in  her  power, 
dcftroy,  or  render  ufelefs^  a  connexion  contrived  for  herniin, 
and  for  the  aggrandizenient  of  France.  Under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  the  laws  of  felf-prefervation  muft  direft  the  conduA 
of  Great  Britain,  ^nd,  if  the  Britifli  colonies  are  to  become 
an  acceifion  to  France,  will  direft  her  to  render  that  acceflion 
of  as  litttle  avail  as  poffible  to  her  enemy.*' 

To  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  thefenfeof  this  Houfe,  that 
the  faid  commidioners  had  no  authority  whatfoever,  under  the. 
afl  of  parliament,  in  virtue  of  which  they  were  appointed  by 
his  Majefty  to  make  the  faid  declaration,  or  to  make  any  de>» 
claration  to  the  fame  or  to  the  like  purport ;  nor  can  this 
Houfe  be  eafily  brought  to  believe,  that  the  faid  commiflioners 
lierived  any  fuch  authority  from  his  Majefty's  inilruSions  ; 

Humbly  to  bcfeech  his  Majefty,  that  fo  much  of  the  mani* 
fefto  as  contains  the  faid  declaration,  be  forthwith  publicly 
difevowed  by  his  Majefty,  as  containing  matter  inconfiftent 
with  the  humanity  and  generous  courage  which  in  all  times 
have  diflinguiftied'ihe  Britifti  nation,  fubverfive  of  the  riwix.- 
ims  which  have  been  eftabliflied  among  chriflian  and  civifized 
communities,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  thb 
realm,  tending  to  dcbafe  the  fpirir,  and  to  fnbvert  thedifcip* 
line  of  his  Majefty  V  armies ;  and  to  expofe  his  Majcfty'g 
innocent  fubjeds,  in  all  parts  of  his  dominions,  to  cruel  and 
ruinous  retaliations. 

He  exprefled  his  indignation  at  finding,  that  a  new  fyftem 
of  war  was  likely  to  be  purfued  in  America,  by  which  the 
generous  fpirit  of  the  nation  would  be  perverted,  and  barbarity^ 
called  forth  to  reign  over  the  ruins  of  civilization  and  fociefy. 
He  could  not  think  that  the  planners  of  fuch  a  fyftcm  could 
have  attended -for  a  moment  to  the  rules  of  policy  and  fclf-prc- 
fcrvation.  If  a  new  mode  of  war  was  to  be  introduced,  repriC 
als  and  retaliation  ought  naturally  to  be  expedled.  Our  mua« 
lion  at  prefcnt  forbade  us  to  provoke  them  \  the  northern  coafls* 
of  England  and  Scotland  were  not  covered,  and  Ireland  wat 
naked  and  defencelcfs.  Privateers  had  landed  men  in  our  own 
country,  and  if  they  did  not  burn  and  deftroy,  it  was  notbecaufc 
they  had  not  the  power,  but  bccanfe  we  had  not,  by  our  con- 
dud,  fct  them  an  example  of  retaliating  on  ourfelvcs.  In  tb« 
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juft  dFead,  therefore,  of  attacks,  which,  though  we  might 
provoke,  we  were  not  able  to  prevent :  in  the  jult  dread  of  a 
degeneracy  of  fpirit  in  the  nation,  and  in  fupport  of  the 
rights  of  humanity,  he  could  not  but  pronounce  his  detefta- 
tion  of  the  principle  by  which  the  article  in  the  proclamation. 
was  dictated,  which  threatened  the  Americans  with  the  hor- 
rors of  a  new  fyftem  of  hoftilities,  which  every  law,-  as  well 
human  as  divine,  equally  reprobated ;  and  to  exprcfs  this  de- 
teftation  more  fully,  as  well  as.  to  vindicate  his  country,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  from  the  charafter  of  barbarity  it  might 
gain  by  following  the  threatened  fyftem,  he  moved,  that  an 
humble  addrefs,  &c. 

Mr.  ConoUyy  who,  though  he  defpaired  of  fuccefs  from  all 
the  arguments  that  might  be  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  mo- 
tion, could  not  but  rife  to  exonerate  himfelf  from  the  blame 
that  will  hereafter  attend  the  meafure  which  the  motion  was 
calculated  to  condemn  :  he  wiftied  that  pofterity  might  know 
that  he  had  had  no   (hare    in  bringing  on    the  calamities 
that  this  country  had  fufFered   by  the   American   war,  for 
which  he  had  never  given  a  vote  ;  nor  in  thofe  to  which  it 
would  be  expofed  by  the  new  fyftem  that  was  about  to  be  laid 
down.     If  leverity  could  be  iifed  towards  the  guilty  among 
the  rebels,  it  might  be  exercifed  with  juftice,  and  with  his 
approbation  ;  if  the  Congrefs,  that  aifembly  of  men  who   had 
fet  every  right  of  nations  and   humanity  at  defiance,  if  the  * 
Congrefs  could  be  feized  and  puniftied  according  to  their  de- 
ferts,  he  would  approve  of  the  molt  rigorous  puniftiments 
on  fuch  daring  offenders  :  but   they  in  all  probability  would 
cfcape,  and  the  innocent  become  the  only  fufFerers.     In  the 
con  Sequences  too  of  a  new  fyftem  of  barbarity,  the  innocent 
among  ourfelves  would  be  the  greatcft  fuiFerers :    the  un- 
fortunate kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  which   he  more  imme- 
diately belonged,  would   be  the  muft  expofed  to  ruin  and 
dcvaltation :  that  kingdom,  which  had  had  no  hand  in   the 
American  war,  and  which  was  never  to  reap  any  benefit 
from  it,  that  unhappy  kingdom  would  be  ravaged  by  the  re- 
taliation which  this  new  ^ftem  muft  neceflarily  call  forth ; 
for  it  was  perfc.flly  defencelefs,  and  every  where  expofed  to 
the  defcent  of  the  enemy.     No  forts,  no  fleets  to  proteft  it ; 
the  capital  itfelf,  Dublin,  had  been  open  to  invaiion  till  the 
latter  end  of  fummer,   when  two  Newcaftle  cats,  of  fixteen 
guns  each,  had  been  ftationcd  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
This  was  the  pofture  of  a  country  which  had    no  defence 
aj^ainft  aa  enemy,  and  whiQh>  though  it  has  a  parliament  of 

its 
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its  own,  finds,  in  its  poverty  alone,  a  fccurity  againft  a  fimi- 
lar  treatment  which  America  met,  when  the  Britifti  Parlia- 
ment had  atlempied  to  tax  her.  That  poverty,  however^ 
which  fecwred  the  Irifh  againft  the  attacks  of  the  BritiOi  Par- 
liament, would  in  the  end  rob  their  country  of  its  moft  ufc- 
ful  hands ;  opp reded  by  their  pwn  governors,  plundered  by 
the  common  foes  of  the  empire,  they  would  infallibly  emi- 
grate to  America,  where  they  could  find  an  afylum  from  po- 
verty, wrctch^dnefs,  and  oppreflion.  He  feconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Macdonald  was  amazed  that  gentlemen  could  fo  far 
torture  words  as  to  give  them  a  meaning  which  had  not  oc- 
curred to  him,  when  he  read  them,  and  which  he  dared  to  fay 
had  never  occured  to  thecommiflioners  who  had  written  them. 
He  looked  upon  the  proclamation  to  be  a  fober,  fedate,  fen- 
fible  and  well  meaning  addrefs  to  the  provinces  of  America  ; 
nor  could  he  Infer  from  it  that  any  new  fceneof  barbarity  and 
defolation  was  to  be  opened  by  our  armies  :  if  wanton  cruelty 
and  defolation  were  the  objedls  held  out  to  the  rebels  in  the 
warning  that  was  given  to  them  by  the  commiffioners,  and 
which  caufed  fuch  apprehenfions  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
he  would  be  among  the  firftto  condemn  thofe  who  could  at- 
tempt to  difgrace  their  country,  by  threatening  an  enemy 
with  barbarities  which  nothing  could  juftify:  if  cruelty  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  could  juftify  cruelty  on  our  fide,  we  had 
inftances  that  might  have  tempted  men  who  were  not  dead  to 
]iaffion  and  refentment.  Who  thruft  out  the  eyes  of  wound- 
ed prifoners  ?  The  Americans.  Who  burned  New  York  ? 
The  Americans.  Who  bcirncd  Norfolk  r  A  part  indeed  was 
burnt  by  the  King's  troops  ;  but  three-fourths  of  the  town 
were  burnt  by  the  Americans.  What  were  the  cruelties  cx- 
ercifed  towards  Col.  Campbell  ?  Thruft  into  a  dungeon 
amidft  the  ordures  of  a  maletadlor  who  had  been  fent  out  to  ' 
execution,  that  gallant  officer  was  bolted  and  chained  to  the 
ground,  without  light,  without  his  fervant  to  attend  him, 
and  almoft  without  food.  This  was  treatment  fuch  as  the 
annals  of  no  civilized  country  could  parallel.  What  was  the 
behaviour  of  the  court  that  had  tried  Col.  Henley  ?  It  v(ras  plain  ■ 
that  the  fentence  of  that  court  had  been  determined  on  be-  . 
fore  the  trial  commenced  ;  nor  could  all  the  eloquence  of  Gen, 
Burgx)yne  bring  down  puniflimcnt  on  men,  who  had  bafely. 
murdered  fome  of  our  foldiers,  their  prifoners,  in  cold  blood. 
V/hat  would  gentlemen  call  the  murder  of  Lieut.  Browne j^" 
and  what  did  they  think  of  the  imprifonmcnts  of  Gen.  Phil* 
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lips  in  confeauence  of  his  remonfbances  on  that  murder  I 
Were  not  thele  barbarities  of  the  dcepeft  dye  ?  Did  they  noc 
call  for  dreadful  and  terrible  retaliation  ?  And  yet  no  fuch 
retaliation  had  been  ufed.  Why  then  (hould  gentlemen  fuf- 
pefi  that  wc  were  now  going  to  open  a  fcene  of  barbarity, 
when  we  had  no  new  caule,  and  a&er  we  had  been  proof 
againft  the  great  temptations  we  had  hitherto  fo  generoufly 
refifted  ? 

He  underftood  the  part  of  the  proclamation  which  gave 
fuch  an  alarm,  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  warning  to  the 
rebels  not  to  cxpe&  that  lenity  in  future,  which  we  had  (bewa 
to  them  during  the  courfe  of  the  w^r,  when  we  looked  upon 
them  as  our  fellow  fubje6^s,  and  whom  we  wifhed  to  reclaim 
by  the  mod  Angular  mildnefs  and  indulgence.  By  their  al- 
liance with  France,  the  natural  enemy  of  our  country,  they 
had  forfeited  all  right  to  clemency  \  they  were  therefore  in 
future  to  be  treated  no  longer  as  fubje£ts  of  Great  Briiain, 
but  as  appendages  to  the  French  monarchy,  whofe  intercfls 
they  had  preferred  to  ours-:  parental  fondncfs  (hould  no  longer 
fway  the  breads  of  bur  rulers  ;  war  fliould  afllimc  a  different 
form  from  that  in  which  it  had  been  condudlcd  from  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  Americans  might  pre-, 
pare  to  be  treated,  not  indeed  like  beads  or  favages,  but 
like  common  enemies,  for  whom  we  no  longer  retained  any 
trace  of  affeflion,  which  their  unnatural  alliance  had  abfo* 
lutely  effaced,  but  which  had  fubfided  longer  than  it  could 
have  prudently  been  expeded,  after  the  many  unprecedented 
provocations  they  had  given  us  to  take  off  the  ties  of  afr- 
fe£tion  at  a  much  more  early  period.  War  now  they 
Ihould  have  in  its  full  vigour ;  not  fuch  an  one  as  they  had 
Jbeen  all  along  accudomed  to,  and  which  had  been  fo  tem- 
pered with  peace,  that  it  fcarcely  deferved  the  name  of  war. 
This  he  conceived  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  words  in  the 
'proclamation  :  he  hoped  it  would  have  the  defired  efFedl  on 
the  rebels  ;  he  flattered  himfelf  that  it  was  a  happy  omen  tc; 
fee  the  friends  of  America  fo  alarmed  at  it ;  and  their  terrors 
he  would  deem  the  forerunners  of  that  general  condernatioa 
in  America,  which  would  make  the  deluded  colonifts  open 
.  their  eyes  before  it  (hoiild  be  too  late,  and  return  to  their  al- 
legiance to  the  mother  country.  And  as  this'  warning  did 
not  convey  to  his  mind  the  fliadow  of  an  idea,  that  wanton 
daughter  and  defolation  were  Jo  mark  the  fooideps  of  our 
army,  he  could  npt  but  jgive.  his  negative  to  the  motion  on 
the  table. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Powis  faid,  when  he  fupported  the  motion,  he  deemed 
himfelf  the  friend  of  humanity ;  he  wilhed  to  prevent  wax 
being  armed  with  new  terrors.  Bravery  and  humanity  had 
ever  been  the  infeparable  attendants  on  a  Britifh  army  ;  they 
were  now  going  to  be  banished  from  it ;  cruelty  and  barbarity 
were  to  replace  them.  The  American  war  had  been  called 
the  wai*  of  Parliament.  Had  Parliament  ever  authorifed  a 
war  that  militated  againft  humanity  ?  Did  Parliament  ever  . 
hold  out  as  inftruments  of  reconciliation,  the  tomahawk  and 
fcalping  knife?  Did  Parliament  ever  tell  the  Americans 
that  they  were  to  walk  over  the  bodies  of  their  innocent  wivA 
and  children,  and  the  fmoking  afhes  of  their  cities^  to  make 
their  peace  with  our  commiffioners  ?  Why  then  attempt  to 
give  the  fanftion  of  Parliament  to  meafures  which  it  had 
never  diftated,  which  it  had  never  approved  ;  nay,  which 
were  a  libel  upon  parliament  ?  It  were  impolfible  to  expedfc 
peace  from  fuch  meafures  ;  minifters  by  their  conduft  had 
murdered  peace.  If,  as  it  had  been  faid  by  a  right  hon. 
member  [Mr.  Conolly],  the  Congrefs  could  be  picked  up, 
man  by  man,  and  put  to  the  moft  exemplary  punifliment,  they 
Ihould  all  fall  unpitied  by  him,  becaufe  they  really  defervc  every 
feverity  that  could  he  inflidled  on  them  ;  but  he  could  not  in 
juftice,  in  honour,  in  humanity,  but  condemn,  and  if  he 
could,  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  fyftem,  which  muft  equally 
involve  the  innocent  and  guilty  in  deflruftion.  The  ftate  of 
feveral  of  our  coafts  (hould,  in  common  prudence,  though 
humanity  were  to  be  filent,  point  out  to  us  the  inexpediency 
and  danger  of  purfuing  a  new  mode  of  making  war,  which 
muft  expofe  us  in  our  turn  to  all  the  ravages  that,  provoked 
retaliation  can  fugged. 

Hon.  Mr.  Stanley  could  not  bear  with  an  even  temper  the 
affront  that  was  going  to  be  put  upon  his  profellion,  when 
foldiers  were  to  be  converted  into  butchers,  airaffins,  and  in- 
cendiaries: he  liked  to  war  againft  an  enemy,  he  liked  opeti' 
honeft  war,  but  could  not  bear  to  ftieathe  his  fword  in  the  ' 
bowels  of  age  or  innocence :  he  would  not  tariiifti  the  luftre 
of  the  Britiln  name  by  afls  of  barbarity,  nor  give  his  fanftioii 
to  the  meafures  of  the  moft  infamous  adminiftration  that  ever 
difgraced  a  free  country.  He  then  paid  feme  very  high  corin- 
pliiiienis  to  the  army  in  America,  in  which  he  had  had  the  ho- 
nour to  ferve  three  years,  and  to  the  general  who  lately  cotn« 
manded  it.  As  a  reptefentative  of  a  great  trading  coimty^ 
which  lay  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  ah  enemy,  where,  if  an 
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enemy  ihould  land  with  only  500  men,  the  moil  dreadFul  de- 
vaflation  might  be  committed  with  impunity ;  as  reprefenta- 
live  of  fuch  a  county,  he  would  but  ill  difcharge  the  truft  re- 
poTed  in  him,  and  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  conftituents,  if  he 
did  not,  with  all  his  power,  oppofe  a  fyftem  which  would  be 
a  plain  invitation  to  France  and  America  to  burn  our  towns, 
deftroy  our  manufa£lures,  and  butcher  in  cold  blood  our  help-- 
lef$  and  inoSenfive  women  and  children* 

Mr.  y,  y*  Gremjille  was  againft  the  proclamation,  becaufe 
he  could  deduce  from  it,  that  it  pronounced  the  approaches  of 
a  new  fcene  of  hoftilities,  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be  exhibited  by 
any  civilized  nation.  Such  a  war  might  well  be  approved  by  . 
an  Onondegon,  a  Chickfaw,  or  Cherokee  favage,  but  would 
imprint  indelible  difjgrace  on  a  people  who  piqued  themfelves 
on  their  humanity. .  It  was  not  againd  America,  but  againft 
France  that  we  mould  (hew  our  refentment ;  the  fpoils  of  the 
French  (hould  make  us  feme  amends  for  the  lofs  of  three  mil- 
lions of  fubjeft^,  for  the  lofs  of  thirteen  provinces,  and  for  the 
lofs  of  Dominica ;  at  prefent  he  had  no  more  lolfcs  to  enume-' 
rate,  how  long  he  (hould  be  fo,  Heaven  only  knew.  He  con- 
demned that  pitiful  arid  difgraceful  policy  diSated  by  defpair, 
burning  what  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  retain.  Our  army 
might  ravage  the  country  within  twenty  miles  round  them, 
but  the  towns  they  could  not  injure ;  Bofton  we  could  not 
burn,  Philadelphia  we  cannot  deftroy,  and  New  York,  f<»r 
our  own  fake  we  will  not  injure.  What  can  an  army,  weak- 
ened as  ours  is  by  a  detachment  of  5000  men  to  the  Weft- In- 
dies, undertake  ?.  Nothing  ofFenfive  ;  fo  that  our  menaces  are 
the  wretched  effeds  of  impotence,  and  equally  expreflive  of 
our  defire  and  inability  to  be  revengeful. 

Sir  fFilUam  Howe^  after  returning  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Stan- 
ley for  his  panegyric,  could  not  approve  of  meafures  that  in 
afny  wife  favoured  of  cruelty  or  barbarity  ;  feveral  reflexions 
had  been  thrown  on  his  charafter  in  his  abfence ;  and  perhaps 
it  was  becaufe  be  1^  (hewn  too  much  mildnefs  in  the  profe* 
cution  of  the  war.  He  did  not  know  to  whom  he  ought  ta 
afcribe  the  attacks  oh  his  reputation  ;  if  they  had  not  origi- 
nated, from,  or  been  encouraged  by  minifters,  at  leaft  they  had 
not  been  contradidted  by  them.  He  thought  it  not  improper 
then,  when  he  was  on  his  legs,  to  fay  a  few  words  about  his 
r^fignation  of  the  command  in  America.  He  declared  vhat 
it  had  been  in  confequence  of  a  total  difregard  to  his  opinions, 
and  to  his  rccomtpendations  of  meritorious  ojfficers.  1  he  war 
had  not  been  left  to  his  management  j  and  yet  when  he  ap- 
plied 
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plied  for  inftniclions,  he  frequently  could  not  cet  them.  The 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  trcafury  had  indeed  fupporledy 
but  the  noble  fccretary  for  the  American  department  had  no^ 
ufed  him  well ; — had  often  left  him  without  inftrudions,  and 
left  him  to  (hifr  for  himfelf  at  the  opening  of  a  campaigDj^ 
without  fending  information  how  to  a£t. 

He  expreifed  a  defire  to  fee  a  parliamentary  inquiry  take> 
place,  when,  on  a  clear  inveftigation  of  the  whole  bufinefs,  the. 
Houfe,  and  the  nation  at  large,  might  be  enabled  to  form  a 
jull  opinion  ;  and  to  pronounce  which  was  to  blame,  himfelf) 
or  the  American  fecretary. 

He  concluded  with  faying^  that  whatever  orders  are  Cent  to. 
America  for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  he  was  fure  they  never., 
could  be  executed  to  the  fatisfadlion  and  advantage  of  this 
country,  while  they  go  through  the  hands  of  the  noble  Lord- 
who  holds  the  American  department. 

Lord  George  Germaine  fa  id  he  was  furprifcd  at  founexpe£led 
an   attack   upon  him,   when  he  imagined  that  nothing  but. 
what  was  refative  to  the  motion  would  have  been  advanced  :." 
if  he  had  forefccn  the  charge  brought  againrt  him,  he  would 
have  come  prepared  \  but  as  it  was,  he  would  defend  himfelf 
as  well  as  his  memory  would  permit  him.     He  declared  that 
he  had  never  dropped  an  exprelfion  prejudicial  to  the  honour* 
able  gentleman's  charaiSer  out  of  the  Houfe  ;  that  he  had  ne- 
ver done  fo  in  the  Houfe,  every  gentleman  there  could  bear, 
witnefs :  he  had  never  fufFered  twenty- four  hours  to  elafp 
after  the  receipt  of  difpatches  from  the  honourable  gentlehiao,- 
without  carrying  them  to  the  King ;  and  that  he  never  once 
omitted  to  fecond,  with  all  his  influence,  every  projedl,  every 
recommendation  fent  by  the  general.     He  could  only  remem*^ 
ber  three  inftances,  when  his  recommendations  were  not  im- 
mediately complied  with :  the  firft  was,  when  he  had  recom- 
mended as  gallant  an  officer  as  any  in  the  fervice,  Lieut* 
Col.  Harcourt,  to  the  rank  of  Colonel ;  the  King  had  cx- 
prefled  himfelf  in  as  warm  and  flattering  terms  of  the  young 
officer's  merits  as  any  prince  could  do  ;  but  delayed  his  roy* 
•al  favour  for  three  days,  becaufe  a  promotion  of  colonels  was. 
going  forward,  which  was  purpofely  brought  down  to  Col. 
Harcourt,  that  he  might  be  included  m  it ;  and,  as  a  proof  of 
hts  particular  cfleem,  the  Kingimmediately  after  appointed, 
him  one  of  his  aides  dc  camp.    T'he  fecond  inftance  was  tha^- 
ofaMajorWhite,  who  was  lent  over  with  a  plan  for  difmount*    ' 
ing  500  dragoons,  forming  then?  into  a  battalion,  and  fend-' 
ihg  tjiem  over  to  America  :  this  plan  was  not  approved,  fpi 
two  reafons  j  firft,  becaufe,  in  the  then  ftate  of  the  naiip^i* 
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all  the  cavalry  at  home  was  neccflary  for  our  own  defence ;  fe- 
condly,  becaufe  it  might  create  jealoufy  and  difcontent  in  the 
army  to  fee  a  battalion  ferving  on  foot,  with  higher  pay  than 
any  other  corps  in  the  army.  The  third  inftance  of  a  Capt, 
Emmerie,  who  produced  a  plan  that  was  feemingly  fo  roman- 
tic and  imprudent,  that  for  his  part  he  did  not  imagine  that 
the  General  was  ferious  In  his  recommendation  :  this'Captairt 
"was  a  man  of  property,  and  yet  the  firft  thing  that  was  to 
be  done  for  him,  to  enable  him  to  raife  one  or  two  thoufand 
German  Chafleurs,  was  to  give  him  loool.  after  the  receipt 
of  which  he  was  to  go  over  to  Germany  and  eftablifli  hiiJ 
quarters  in  the  Ele£lorate  of  Hanover.  One  thing  very  cu- 
rious there  was  in  his  plan,  that  his  Chafleurs  were  to  have 
among  them  a  body  of  horfe^  which  were  to  be  ftallioni 
brought  from  Poland  to  mend  the  breed  at  New- York  :  this 
appeared  fo  extravagant  that  it  was  imagined  that  Sir  William 
had  given  way  to  the  folicitation  of  the  planner,  only  to  get 
rid  of  his  importunities.  The  General  might  perhaps  have 
had  fome  cauie  of  complaint  about  the  promotion  of  officers 
at  the  War  Office  ;  but  for  that  he  was  excufable,  as  it  was 
quite  out  of  his  department. 

Without  regard  to  the  leave  the  General  had  folic! ted  to 
return  horpe,  he  had -laid  his  requeft  before  the  King;  and 
had  by  order  returned  for  anfwcr,  that  it  gave  his  Majefty 
concern  that  he  (hould  think  of  refigning  his  command ; 
that  he  would,  however,  take  his  requeft  into  confideration. 
The  campaign  had  not  at  that.time  been  clofed,  and  the  King 
had  not  thought  proper  to  appoint  a  fucceflbr  to  the  General 
before  the  tlofe  of  it ;  he  then  fent  him  leave  to  return  home> 
provided  Sir  Henry  Clinton  were  ftill  in  America  to  take  the 
command  ;  but  that  if  Sir  Henry  (hould  not  be  in  America 
on  the  arrival  of  the  leave,  (for  Sir  Henry  hadlikewife  folici- 
ted  permiflion  to  return),  that  the  honourable  General  was  to 
wait  until  a  fucceflbr  fhould  be  appointed  :  this  was  the  plain 
truth ;  and  from  the  flattering  expreflions  of  royal  concern 
at  his  return,  the  world  might  judge  whether  or  not  the  King 
had  becti  prepofleflTed  with  any  inunuation  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  General.  His  Lordfhip  then  declared  upon  his  honour, 
that  he  had  ever  feconded  the  demahds,  remonftranCfes,  and 

f)Ians  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  he  had  goh*  fa' 
ar 'as  (6  urge  afcompUahce  Withtheln  more  than  gnce,  twicc4 
or  ^en  three  times.  As  to  the  condiiS  of  the  war,  if  it  fiad 
not'  been  as  fucccfsfiit  as  might  have  been  wifhed^  it  was  riot 
orti y  doinjg  htm'  ah  injbftice  in  making  him  the  taufe  oF  our 
mircarriagcs,  but  even  making  him  of  mUch  mor«  confequenop 
Vol.  X*  I  than 
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^ban  he  really  was,  by  attributing  to  him  the  fole  manage- 
ment of  the  war :  he  was  but  the  humble  fervant  of  the  crovrn  ; 
if  he  had  not  the  greateft  abilities  to  recommend  him,  at  leaft 
he  had  this  much  to  fay  as  an  excufe,  that  he  had  always  act- 
ed, fince  he  had  been  in  office,  to  the  very  bed  of  his  jud!g^ 
ment. 

If  the  honourable  General  had  not  immediate  in(lru£tibH$ 
when  he  called  for  them,  it  was  becaufe  many  things  depend* 
ed  upon  unforefeen  circumflances  ;  and  as  \t  was  irnpoffible 
to  fend  letters  every  day  beyond  the  Atlantic,  the  GerietiL 
mud  neceflarily,  in  many  refpefls,  be  left  to  bis  own  difcrie- 
tion.  He  had  not  a  wifh  to  prevent  any  en^iiirv  that  migHt 
refcue  the  reputation  of  any  gentleman  f^'m  obloquy  ;  ahd 
he  truftcd,  that,  if  a  parliamentary  enqutry  fhould  ever  tak'c 
place,  he  was  fo  prepared  to  meet  it,  that  his  honour  and  cha^ 
rafter  (hould  come  off  in  triumph. 

Returning  then  to  the  motion  on  the  table,  he  appealed  to 
Heaven  to  witnefs,  that  in  his  life  he  had  never  been  tiiotc 
furprized  than  when  he  heard  the  condruftion  that  had 
been  put  upon  the  proclamation.  He  difclaimed,  and  re- 
probated as  deteftable,  every  fpecies  of  war  that  militateid 
againd  humanity,  and  thofe  laws  of  civilization  that  had 
fmoothed  the  rugged  face  of  war ;  but  he  maintained,  that 
no  man  could  fairly  deduce,  from  the  words  of  the  procla- 
mation, that  any  thing  more  was  intended  to  be  done  than 
to  treat  America  no  longer  as  a  child,  that  was  to  be 
reclaimed  by  gentle  correftion,  but  as  an  enemy,  that  was 
to  be  forced  into  peace  by  dint  of  arms,  and  by  lair,  honed, 
open  war.  America,  by  leaguing  with  France,  fhould  no 
longer  be  treated  as  a  Britifh  country,  but  as  a  part  of  the 
dominions  belonging  to  the  French  crown  ;  the  Americans, 
by  their  alliance,  were  become  French,  and  fhould  in  future 
be  treated  as  Frenchmen.  This,  and  this  only,  was  to  be 
imderdood  from  the  proclamation  ;  wanton  cruelty  could  not 
be  patronized  by  the  King,  or  by  any  Briton  ;  no  Bririfh 
minider  would  dare  to  fend  orders  for  committing  wanton 
barbarity  to  a  Britifli  army  ;  and  no  Britidi  army  ever  would, 
or  ought,  in  any  cafe,  to  obey  them.  He  would  not  alloW 
that  tne  burning  of  a  warehoufe  converted  into  a  battery, 
or  of  houfes  or  towns  that  were  become  repofitories  of  mi- 
litary dorcs,  or  places  of  arms,  could  be  called  cruelty. 
Such  afis  had  been  always  pradifed  by  every  civilized  na- 
tion in  Europe  ;  and  every  thing  that  could  be  attempted 
with  a  profpc£t  of  fuccefs,  that  could  didrefs  an  enemy,  ^^ind 

difable 
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difable  hkn  from  injuring  the  oppofite  party,  had  been  always 
bdd  juf^ifiable  by  the  laws  of  war.  He  had  not  heard  of 
dn  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  exprelfive  of  difpleaftire  at  the 
Orders  given  to  Sir  George  Rodney  to  bombard  Havre-de- 
Grace,  and  fimilar  orders  to  feveral  other  officers  ;  no  more 
than  he  had  heard  it  reprobated  to  fire  upon  a  fliip,  nterely 
becaufe  fome  innocent  perfon  might  perilh  through  it.  Even 
at  home,  did  not  the  laws  of  England  allow  us  to  deftroy  our 
v'own  country  all  around  us,  to  prevent  the  enemy  to  find  pro- 
tvifion  or  forage  ?  By  how  much  a  itrongfer  reafon  ought  wc  to 
deftroy  the  country  of  our  open,  declared,  and  avowed  ene- 
my ?  Upon  the  whole,  as  the  proclamation  breathed  nothing 
inconfiftent  with  the  general  principles  of  war,  and  that  no- 
thing was  intended  to  be  done  which  could  claQi  with  the 
idea  we  had  of  war,  he  thought  the  addrefs  improper,  and 
would  therefore  oppofe  the  motion. 

Lord  Howe  felt  for  the  noble  Lord  being  taken  unprepared  ; 
it  was  fit,  he  faid,  that  he  (hould  havetimdy  notice  of  an  at- 
'tack  upon  him  ;  and  he  ftiould  be  glad  that  an  enquiry  ihould 
'take  place  on  himfelf,  his  brother,  and  the  noble  Lord,  that 
^11  three  might  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  vindicating  their 
•charafters. 

General  Burgoyne  faid,  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  addrefs, 
•but  wifhed  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  inconful- 
cncy ;  he  was  an  enemy  to  every  fpecies  of  cruelty,  to  any  thing 
imbecominga  foldier.  If  he  had  publilhed  any  thing,  when  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  that  had  infpired  gentlemen  with  an  idea 
■that  he  intended  to  urge  a  cruel  war,  his  meaning  had  not  been 
properly  underftood  ;  for  his  proclamation  was  calculated  only 
to  alfure  the  inhabitants,  that  defolation  (hould  be  kept  far 
from  them,  and  their  property  he  fecured  to  them.  He 
would  fay  this  much,  however,  that  tomahawks  and  fcalp- 
ifig  knives  had  been  reftrained  by  him,  and  every  end, 
every  encouragement  in  pecuniary  and  other  ways  given  the 
Indians  for  bringing  in  prifoners  unhurt;  that  his  inflexi- 
bility in  that  refped,  his  refolution  even  in  puniQiing  when 
he  could,  and  not  any  other  caufe,  as  had  been  fet  forth  in 
-i  long  French  letter  addreffed  to  him  in  a  news-paper,  by 
'Mr.  St.  Luc  de  la  Corne,  had  caufed  the  defertion  of  the 
'Indians.  He  juftified,  by  precedent  in  the  laft  war,  ancj  by 
the  opinion  of  General  Count  de  la  Lippe,  the  burning  ot 
houfes,  towns  or  villages,  left  they  Ihould  be  filled  by  ene- 
irties,  who  might  thence  annoy  us.  He  wiflied  ardently  for 
•an  enquiryi  and  hoped  the  Houfe  would  agree  to  the  motion. 

la  Sir 
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Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,  he  could  not  fiifficiently  exprefs 
his  aftonilhment  that  gentlemen  ihould  torture  wordsy 
and  give  them  a  contlriidlion  that  could  not  be  warranted  by 
the  tenor  of  the  proclamation  :  he  recapitulated  the  whole 
of  it,  and  inferred,  from  its  tendency,  that  nothing  cruel 
could  have  been  intended  by  the  part  particularly  alluded 
to;  the  Americans  were  no  longer  to  be  treat^ed  as  Ameri- 
cans— but  as  Frenchmen  :  that  was  all  that  was  to  be  meant. 
He  then  read  quotations  from  PufFendorfF  and  Grotius,  to 
prove  that  burning  of  towns  that  were  nurferies  of  foldierSy 
or  arfenals,  or  magazines  of  military  (lores,  were  perfedly 
confiftent  with  the  principles  of  civilized  war. 

Mr.  Burke  inftanced  the  letter  of  the  Marflial  de  Belleifle 
to  M.  de  Contades,  in  the  laftwar,  which  was  intercepted  by 
the  EnglKh.  It  was  held  in  fo  difgracing  a  light,  that  it  was 
publiihed  in  the  London  Gazette,  to  prove  to  all  the  world, 
that  the  French,  driven  to  extremities,  were  forced  to  re- 
new the  barbarities  of  war,  and  to  defolate  the  country  that 
they  could  not  fubdue;  and  fo  ftrongly  did  this  pablica- 
tion  work  on  the  French  court,  that  in  a  proclamation  they 
difa vowed  all  knowledge  of  it :  in  fo  infamous  a-  light  did 
the  barbarities  of  war  appear  to  all  Europe.  He  thought  the 
moft  exceptionable  words  were,  "  that  they  had  hitherto 
refrained  from  the  extremes  of  war  and  the  defolation  of  the 
country."  It  is  neceflary,  in  order  to  decide  on  this  point/ 
to  look  back  to  the  condudl  of  the  war :  had  not  almoft  every 
advantage  been  taken  that  the  right  of  war  among  civilized 
nations  could  authorife  ?  Thus,  it  the  war  was  to  be  changed 
— if  the  mode  we  had  already  pradlifed — if  the  lenity,  the 
hurpanity,  the  toleration  which  had  been  hitherto  obferved^ 
was  to  be  forgone,  and  we  had  forbore  nothing  that  the 
rights  of  war  could  authorife,  then  the  plan  now  to  be  pro- 
fecutcd  was  different  from  lenity  and  toleration,  and  was  dif- 
ferent from  the  laws  of  war.  The  laws  of  war  were  the  laws  of 
limitation,  for  war  was  conftantly  to  be  limited  by  neccflity^ 
and  its  calamities  and  ravages  bound  in  by  that  plea  alone.  But 
the  extremes  of  war,  and  the  defolation  of  a  country,  went  be- 
yond all  limitations ;  and  as  no  neceflity  could  warrant  them> 
no  argument  could  excufe  them.  To  prove,  by  an  example, 
the  differepce  between  the  limitations  of  war,  and  the  ex- 
tremes of  war,  he  dated,  that  it  would  be  right  and  pardon- 
able, becaufe  it  would  be  neceflary  to  burn  any  fort,  garri- 
fon,  or  town,  that  would  give  ftrength  to  the  enemy,  and 
enable  them  to  annoy  you  \  it  would  be  proper  to  burn  any 

houie 
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houfe  from  which  the  enemy  fired  upon  you  ;  but  it  would 
not  be  lawful,  right,  or  pardonable,  to  burn  any  town,  or 
houfe,  that  might,  in  procefs  of  time,  give  ftrengih  to  the 
enemy,  but  which  could  not  now  (helter  them.  The  extremes 
of  war,  and  the  defolation  of  a  country,  were  fweet  found 
ing  mutes  and  liquids,  but  their  meaning  was  terrible  ;  they 
meant  the  killing  of  man,  woman  and  child,  burning  their 
houfes,  ancl  ravaging  their  lands,  annihilating  humanity 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  rendering  it  fo  wretched  that 
death  would  be  preferable.  And  againft  whom  was  this  dread- 
ful menace  pronounced  ?  Not  againft  the  virulent  and  the 
guilty,  but  againft  thofe  who,  confcious  of  reditude,  afled 
to  the  beil  of  their  ability  in  a  good  caufe,  and  flood  up  to 
fight  for  freedom  and  their  country.  Lewis  XIV.  of  France, 
he  faid,  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  the  Palatinate  ;  and  the 
great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  retaliation,  ravaged*  Bava- 
ria :  it  was  held  pardonable  and  fair  to  revenge  the  barbarity 
on  the  ally,  rather  than  on  the  criminal  herfelf,  becaufe 
there  (he  was  mod  vulnerable.  Will  not  ourenemies  do  the 
fame  ?  And  will  not  every  power  be  intimidated  from  ally- 
ing with  a  nation  who  hath  thrown  away  every  ftiadow  of 
principle,  and  renewed  the  favage  horrors  of  ignorant  and 
uncivilized  war? 

Lord  North  denied,  in  the  mod  direS  terms,  that  mini- 
fters  had  any  intention  of  giving  the  leaft  encouragement  to 
the  introduaion  of  anv  new  fpecies  of  war  in  America,  other 
than  what  was  praSiled  in  Europe.  He  was  much  obliged 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  [Sir  William  Howe]  for  his 
favourable  opinion  of  him ;  but  begged  leave  to  differ  from 
him,  in  fuppofing  that  it  was  the  fault  of  minifters  that  he 
was  not  better  fupported.  He  was  certain  they  had  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  co-operate  with  him ;  and  if 
the  bufineis  had  failed  through  any  negleft,  which  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  it  had  not,  he  was  fully  convinced  that  mi- 
nifters would  be  found  to  have  done  all  that  could  be  reafon- 
ably  expefted  from  them. 

The  Attorney  General  [Mr.  Wedderburne]  took  the  oppo- 
fite  ground,  and  faid,  that  the  proclamation  was  as  fober, 
conscientious,  and  as  humane  a  piece  of'  good-writing  as 
ever  l^e  faw.:  he  explained  away  the  intention  of  the  ex- 
tremes of  war,  and  aflerted,  that  nothing  could  be  done  but 
what  was  neceffary  to  felf-prefervation,  which  he  avowed  was 
9i  fufficicnt  plea  for  all  the  horrors  of  war. 

1 3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Rous  declared,  that  the  proclamation  was  penned  by  no 
other  than  a  Scotch  lawyer.  It  was  the  Scotch  lawyers  who 
approved  of  the  maflacre  of  Glenco,  and  they  had  juftified 
it  upon  the  principle  of  neceflity.  Scotch  lawyers  had  of  late 
come  into  this  country,  with  all  thofe  principles  of  blood  and 
maflacre  about  them :  they  had  pervaded  the  whole  fyftem  of 
government,  and  their  influence  prevailed  and  guided  in 
every  department. 

Governor  Johnfione  approved  of  the  proclamation  through- 
out, and  condemned  the  American  Congrefs  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms.  He  thought  no  mercy,  no  quarter,  ought  to  be  (hewn 
to  them.;  and  if  the  infernals  could  be  let  loofe  againft  them, 
he  fhould  approve  of  the  meafure.  He  faid,  the  proclama^ 
tion  certainly  did  mean  a  war  of  defolation ;  it  meant  no- 
thing elfe ;  it  could  mean  nothing  elfe ;  and  if  he  had 
been  on  the  foot  when  it  was  iifued,  he  would  have  (igned  it. 
He  declared  he  was  of  no  party.  As  to  the  Commiffionera, 
he  faid,  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  accept  of  either 
of  the  alternatives  propofed  by  the  Congrefs.  They  could 
not  allow  the  independence  of  America,  and  they  had  not 
power  to  withdraw  the  army.  They  could  indeed  order  a 
ceflation  of  arms  \  but  the  Congrefs  were  not  fatisfied  with 
that. 

Sir  George  Tonge  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  the  whole 
line  of  debate  changed,  (the  argument  having  been  that  the 
manifefto  of  the  commiffioners  did  or  did  not  imply  the  moft 
bloody  defolation  of  America,  which  was  totally  difown«I 
by  the  miniftry),  fince  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  [Gover- 
nor JohnfloneJ  had  contended  that  it  did  mean  it,  and  (bould 
and  ought  to  mean  it,  and  even  wiihed  he  had  figned  the 
paper. 

Th^t  fuch  a  declaration  was  aftoni{bing,  and  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  feemed  to  be  advanced  was  deteftable  ;  that  it 
was  fcarce  to  be  accounted  for ;  yet  as  there  was  nothing 
h  deceitful  as  the  human  heart,  which  profefled,  very  often, 
the  public  good,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  in  reality  grati- 
fied the  meaneft  and  moft  felfiih  views,  fo  it  was  poflibie, 
though  it  was  not  meant  to  be  pofitively  alferted,  fuch 
might  be  the  cafe  now.  It  wafr  well  known  the  governor 
had  difagreed  with  the  Congrefs  ;  how  it  happened,  was 
needlefs  to  enquire:  but  if  any  man  capable  of  harbourinjg 
fuch  a  thought,  Ihould  conceive  the  idea  of  urging  on  this 
country  to  a  third  of  blood  againft  America,  though  to 
the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  this  country,  thereby  gratifying  his 

own 
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own  pique  and  refentment,  under  colour  of  the  public 
fervice,  no  arguments  could  be  better  fuited  to  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe  than  thoie  of  the  governor.  That,  this  feeaied  ftrange 
Irom  a  commiflioner  fent  out  to  make  peace ;  that  it  muft  be 
a  matter  of  concern  to  every  one,  to  know  why  that  peace, 
which  every  one  had  v^ifhed  for  laft  year,  had  flipt  through 
oiir  hands.  That  the  Congrefs  had  agreed  to  treat  on  two 
conditions,  one  of  which  was  left  to  our  own  choice,  and 
one  of  which  left  the  independence  of  America  out,  as  a 
preliminary,  if  the  force  was  withdrawn:  that  it  was  to  be 
hoped,  when  the  commilfioners  returned,  atl  the  proceedings 
would  be  laid  before  us. 

That  the  manifedo  breathed  nothing  but  the  indifcrimi- 
nate  exercife  of  the  extremes  of  war  ;  that  thofc  were 
fometimes  practired,  but  always  fatally  to  thofe  who  ufed 
them. .  That  he  had  fcen  the  Palatinate  in  the  year  1763  ; 
that  even  then,  marks  were  vifiblc  of  the  defolation  made 
by  the  French  in  the  preceding  century.  That  they  had 
then  defended  it  on  the  ground  of  the  rights  of  war,  of  co- 
vering their  frontiers,  and  of  felf-prefervation  ;  yet  mankind 
revolted  againft  the  cruelty,  and  it  was  notorious  that  the 
blood  which  was  then  fpilt,  ct'mented  the  union  of  that 
combination' and  alliance,  which  in  about  ten  y^ars  after 
(hook  the  French  monarchy  to  its  foundations.  That  the 
cafe  would  be  the  fame  now  :  that,  befides  this,  retaliation 
would  follow;  though,  that  .out  of  the  queftion,  it  was  a 
difgrace  to  humanity,  and  to  Great  Britain,  wantonly  to 
fhed  blood  even  with  impunity.  That  he  had  for  fome  time 
thought  we  were  a  people  devoted  to  deftruftion  :  that  it 
now  grew  more  certain,  and  we  feomed  refolved  to,  deferve 
it :  that  the  firrt  capital  fymptom  was,  a  total  want  of  wif- 
dom  in  our  rulers;  the  laft  and  finifhing  one  was,  a  total 
want  of  humanity  in  the  people.  That  we  were  now  ar- 
rived (as  to  both  thefej  to  the  utmoft  pitch  we  could  reach  ; 
and  it  was  fcarcely  a  prophecy  to  foretel  that  we  could  not, 
and  ihould  not,  and  indeed  we  did  not  deferve  to  efcape 
the  confequences. 

The  Houfe  divided.    For  the  motion  122  ;  againft  it  209. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  Minority  on  this  queftion. 
James  Adair  William  Baker 

William  Adam  Right  Hon.  Ifaac  Barre 

Sir  Edward  Aftley  Charles  Barrow 

John  Aubrey  Nathaniel  Bayly, 

I  4  Lord 
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Lord  Ed.  C.  Bentinck 

Edward  Benyon 

Hon.  W.  H.  Bouverie 

Charles  Brett 

Frederick  Bull 

Sir  Charles  Bunbury 

General  Burgoyne 

Edmund  Burke 

Lord  George  Cavendifh 

Lord  Frederick  Cavendifti 

Lord  John  Cavendilh 

Lord  Richard  Cavendifli 

Lord  G.  H   A.  Cavendifti 

Jervoife  Clarke 

Sir  Robert  Clayton 

Sir  P.  J.  Clerke 

Right  Hon.  Tho.  ConoUy 

Right  Hon.  Gen.  Conway 

iohn  Cooper 
.aurence  Coxe 
Richard  Hippifley  Coxe 
John  Crewe 
Richard  Croftes 
Sir  Charles  Davers 
Henry  Dawkins 
John  Dunning 
raul  Fielde 

Hon.  Rich.  Fitzpatrick 
Henry  Fletcher 
Hon.  C.  J.  Fox 
T.  Edwards  Freeman 
Edward  Gibbon 
Lord  George  Gordon 
Charles  Goring 
Marquis  of  Granby 
T*imes  Grenville 
Hon.  Booth  Grey 
Sir  William  Guife 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  G.  Hamilton 
Sir  Harbord  Harbord 
David  Hartley 
H.  W.  Hartley 
Filmer  Honywood 
Richard  Hopkins 
Hon.  Sir  William  Howe 


George  Hunt 
William  HBflTey 
Hon.  General  Keppcl 
Earl  Ludlow 
Vifcount  Lumley, 
Hon.  Temple  Luttrell 
Hon.  James  Luttrell 
William  Lygon 
Hon.  Charles  Marfliam 

James  Martin 
oftiua  Mauger 
Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Meredith 
Sir  Thomas  Miller 
Richard  Milles 
Humphry  Minchin 
Crifp  Molyneux 
Frederick  Montagu 
Edward  Morant 
Hans  W.  Mortimer 
W.  Nedham 
Geo.  Lewis  Ncwnham 
Richard  Oliver 
Wm.  Moftyn  Owen 
Robert  Palke 
John  Parker 
William  Plumer 
Nathaniel  Polhill 
Alex.  Popham 
Thomas  Powys 
Sir  George  Robinfon 
Thomas  Bates  Rous 
George  Rous 
Samuel  Salt 
Sir  George  Savile 
John  Saw  bridge 
Robert  Scott 
John  Scudamore 
Sir  Thomas  G.  Skipwith 
Abel  Smith 
Frederick  Standert 
W.  S.  Stanhope 
Hon.* Tho.  Stanley 
Humphrey  Sturt 
George  Sutton 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Thoroton  Sir  William  Wake     - 

Hon.WilbrahamTolIemache  Hon.  T.  Walpole 

Right  Hon.  T.  Townfhend  Hon.  Rl.  Walpole 

John  Trevannion  Hon.  R.  B.  Walfingham 

Clement  Tudway  John  Rolle  Walter 

Geo.  FofterTnfnel  Thomas  Whitmorc 

Earl  of  Tyrcoimel  Jacob  Wiikinfon 

Sir  G.  W.  Van  Neck  Watkin  Williams 

Earl  Verney  Edward  Winnington 

Hon.  G.  V.  Vernon  Sir  Cecil  Wray 

Earl  of  Upper  OlTory  Sir  George  Yonge 
Thomas  Wenman  Coke  I  t-  1, 
George  Byng  jTellers. 

December  5. 
No  debate.     Adjourned  to  the  7th  . 

December  7,  8  and  9. 
No  debates. 

December  lO. 

Colonel  Barre  moved  that  the  lad  returns  from  the  army 
in  Great  Britain,  the  militia  included,  fhould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Jenkinjon  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  furely  did  not 
wifli  that  the  exad  ftate  of  our  national  defence  Ihould  be 
made  known  to  the  enemy,  which  muft  infallibly  be  the  cafe 
if  the  papers  demanded  were  granted.  The  Houfe,  no  later 
than  the  laft  week,  had  fo  clearly  perceived  the  impolicy  of 
admitting  our  enemies  to  a  circumitantial  knowledge  of  the 
ftate  of  our  force  at  fea,  that  it  had  refcinded  its  own  oxitrt 
for  naval  papers:  the  famereafon,  no  doubt,  would  prevail 
with  regard  to  our  land  force. 

Colonel  Barre  faid,  it  was  truly  curious,  that  the  honourable' 

fentleman  who  had  lo  lately  fucceededto  the  office  of  a  noble 
/Ord,  or  who  perhaps  was  only  ele6l  to  the  office,  fliould  al- 
ready appear  fo  great  a  proficient  in  the  rules  of  that  office^ 
as  to  deny  every  matter  of  ufeful  information  that  thould  be 
called  for  from  his  fide  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  ftill  more  curious, 
that  a  motion  of  fo  fimple  a  nature,  that  could  not  convey  any 
information  to  the  enemy  which  they  are  not  already  in  the 
full  pofleffion  of,  but  which  would  tend  to  remove  that  igno- 
rance from  the  Houfe  which  he  thought  to  be  its  greateft  dif- 
grace,  (hould  at  this  dangerous  crifis  be  refufed. 

He  intended,  he  faid,  to  follow  this  with  fome  other  mo- 
ttiops  j  one,  to  have  an  account  of  the  troops  ferving  in  Ire- 
land, 
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land,  for  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  former  ;  a  third,  to  have  an 
account  of  the  troops  ferving  in  the  Weft-Indies.  The  nc- 
ceffity  of  this  motion,  he  was  fenfible,  would  be  apparent  to 
the  Houfe,  when  they  expefted  that,  in  the  inftance  0/  Da-, 
minica,  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  Nation  at  large,  had  been 
altogether  ignorant  that  there  were  but  forty-one  men  in  the 
garrifon  to  manage  one  hundred  and  fixty  pieces  of  cannotl 
and  twenty  mortars  ;  and  that  the  governor  had  even  written 
home  for  more  troops,  to  prevent  the  itores  in  the  garrifon  from 
being  plundered  and  ftolen.  Seventy  thpufand  pounds  had 
been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  the  harbour,  where  na- 
ture had  combined  with  art  for  its  defence,  and  having  placed 
it  in  the  midft  of  the  French  iflands,  rendered  it  our  vicege- 
rent to  receive  fuit  and  fervice  from  them  all  as  vaffals.  He 
alfo  intended  to  move  for  the  proper  papers,  to  inform,  the 
Houfe  of  the  periods  when  the  regiments  levied  in  England 
and  Scotland  by  voluntary  fubfcription  or  gift  laft  year,  were 
feverally  compleated.  This,  he  faid,  he  did,  becaufe  he  con- 
ceived there  were  very  great  partialities  obferved  towards  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  northern  part  of  this  coun- 
try, in  the  raifing  of  thefe  regiments  ;  and  he  wiflied  to  be 
informed  whether  the  meafure  had  been  efFe£lual  towards  the 
end  that  waspropofed.  He  was  very  well  informed,  that  great 
partialities  had  been  (hewn.  He  knevj^  not  why  that  particular 
corner  of  the  King's  dominions  had  been  preferved  and  deem- 
ed the  moft  eligible  for  the  purpofe  of  levying  regiments. 
But  if  there  was  any  good  reafon  for  preferring  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  which  had  induced  government  to  treat 
with  a  degree  of  contempr,  offers  of  the  fame  nature  from, 
perfons  of  the  firft  confequence,  rank  and  fortune  in  this  part 
of  the  kingdom ;  yet  he  wiflied  to  know  why  it  was  permit- 
ted to  thofe  northern  noblemen  and  gentlemen  to  come  into 
the  ftreets  of  London  and  Dublin,  exprefsly  againft  the  fpirit 
of  their  propofals,  and  pull  off  the  breeches  of  Engliflimen 
and  Iriflimen  to  fill  up  their  Highland  regiments. 

Hon.  Mr.  Stanley  faid,  the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool  and 
Manchefter  had  once  put  a  confidence  in  adminiftration 
which  they  did  not  deferve ;  but  they,  as  well  as  others, 
had  at  length  their  eyes  opened.  They  were.no  longer  deceiv- 
ed. He  inftanced  the  partiality  iliewn  10  the  northern  corps, 
in  preference  '  to   the  new  levies  raifed  in  England.     Three 

S)ounds  levy  money  were  given  for  each  man  en  lifted  for  the 
brmer,  and  not  a  Ihilling  for  the  latter ;  and  a  moft  particu- 
lar negled  aivi  inattention  was  paid  to  the  recommendation  of 

the. 
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the  people  of  Liverpool,  in  refpefl:  of  the  only  one  favour  of 
conlequence  they  requefted  j  and  the  refufal  was  the  morq 
extraordinary,  as  they  made  no  one  ftipulation  relative  to 
patronage,  but  generoufly  made  the  offer,  without  any  previ- 
ous condition  whatever.  The  refufal  was,  to  mal^e  a  nioft 
adive  and  indefatigable  officer  Lieutenant  Colonel,  This> 
he  faid,  was  a  moil  ungrateful  and  ungracious  requital  for 
ftepping  forward  in  the  moment  of  danger  and  difficulty  ; 
but  he  was  well  fatisfied,  that  experience  had  fufficienily  in- 
ftruded  them  in  future  to  put  no  confidence  whatever  in  the 
prefent  miuifters,  whether  it  refpecled  their  public  interetts 
or  private  feelings.  As  an  additional  proof  of  the  partiality 
fliewn  to  the  northern  corps,  he  informed  the  Houfe,  thai 
though  the  iVIanchefter  and  Liverpool  regirnentsftood  higiieft 
on  the  lift,  after  the  old  corps,  that  is,  were  entitled  to  prece- 
dence, having  made  the  ftrlt  offers,  which  offers  were  accept- 
ed; nevcrthelefs,  when  they  came  to  rank,  the  firft  was  put 
forward,  and,  inflcad  of  (landing  at  No.  73,  to  which  they  were 
entitled,  their  rank  was  fixed  at  79,  and  the  precedence  given 
to  the  northern  corps  before  them. 

Mr.  T,  Townjhend  enforced  Col.  Barrels  argument  con* 
cerning  the  danger  of  (hipping  the  kingdom  of  the  old  corps ; 
and  urged  particularly  the  very  alarming  communicatioa 
made  by  a  late  Ainbuifador  at  the  court  of  France,  in  th^ 
other  Houfe  [Lord  Stormont]  on  Monday  evening,  relative 
to  the  (hameful  condud  of  minifters,  in  concealing  from  Par- 
liatTient  any  knowledge  of  the  treaty  entered  into  between 
france  and  the  Congrefs  delegates. 

He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  whole  treafury  beoch, 
when  interrogated  whether  they  knew  any  thing  oi  the  treaty, 
anfwered,  with  one  voice,  they  did  not.  The  propriety  of 
his  right  honourable  friend's  motion  came  with  aiiditional 
weight,  when  it  was  plain  the  conqueft  of  America  was 
clearly  impradicable ;  and  that  fince  France  aod  America 
were  leagued  for  our  deftruSion,  it  was  our  bufinefs  now  to 
keep  fuch  a  force  athomeaswould  be  fufficiencboth  todctcnd 
us  and  keep  France  in  awe,  and  employ  the  remainder  of 
our  army  in  proiedling  fuch  of  our  diilant  poflTeilious  as  wc 
ftill  retained  in  a  (late  of  defence. 

Lord  JVi?r/Z?  difclaimed  all  partiality  ;  Mancheder  and  Li- 
verpool had  offered  to  raife  corps  without  expence  to  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  north  had  demanded  3I.  a 
man  levy  money  ;  the  offers  of  both  had  been  complied  with : 
here  he  could  fee  no  partiality  ;  on  both  fides  the  public  had 
made  a  good  bargain.     With  regard  to  neglefl;  of  recotn- 

mendations 
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xnendations  froni  Liverpool,  they  had  never  been  difregarded, 
when  they  could  have  been  attended  to  without  breaking 
through  eftabliflied  rules.  The  corporation  of  Liverpool  de^ 
ferved  the  greater  attention,  and  he  entertained  the  higheft 
refpefl  for  the  gentlemen  who  compofe  it ;  they  had  left  the 
appointing  of  the  field  officers  of  their  regiment  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  recommended  a  very  young  offi- 
cer to  the  rank  of  Major  :  the  gentleman's  merit  was  certain- 
ly great,  but  his  youth  might  have  been  deemed  a  bar  to  fuch 
promotion;  for  he  had  been  in  fome  meafure  hurried  through 
the  degrees,  till  he  had  been  made  a  Captain  :  he  was  how- 
ever made  Major ;  and  in  a  fliort  time  afterwards  the  port  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Liverpool  regiment  becoming  va- 
cant, it  was  demanded  for  him  ;  but  as  it  had  been  deemed 
improper  to  advance  him  fo  foon  after  he  had  been  fo  (hort 
a  time  a  Major,  a  Lieut.  Col.  was  taken  from  the  half- pay, 
and  appointed  to  the  command.  That  poft  is  become  again 
vacant  by  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  being  appointed  to  the  (amq 
rank  in  another  regiment ;  ahd  for  his  part,  whatever  the  deferts 
of  the  prefent  Major  may  be,  he  fljould  be  far  frohi  appioving  of 
his  fucceeding  to  that  poft,  to  the  prej.udice  of  fo  many  veteran 
officers  of  a  much  longer  ftandlng,  and  of  tried  fervice,  who 
would  in  that  event  be  pafled  over.  As  to  the  rank  or  num- 
ber of  the  regiment,  the  priority  of  number  he  prefumed  is 
always  granted,  not  to  the  corps  that  is  firft  begun  tbte  raif^ 
ed,  but  to  that  which  is  firft  completed ;  and  as  fome  of  the 
Scotch  corps  had  been  completed  before  that  of  Liverpool, 
the  latter  was  obliged  to  rank  after  them. 

With  regard  to  the*  motion  on  the  table,  he  infifted,  that  « 
there  were  circumftances  that  might  fo  eflenti ally  alter  the  na- 
ture of  a  meafure,  as  to  render  it  dangerous  at  one  time,  tho* 
it  might  be  perfedly  harmlcfs  at  another.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances we  were  at  prefect ;  and,,  though  a  fimilar  motion  had 
5)afled  the  Houfe  laft  year,  he  never  could  confent  that  ^ 
imilar  motion  fliould  be  granted  for  feveral  years  fucceffively, 
left  in  the  end  -it  fliould  be  deemed  a  matter  of  courfc,  from 
which  we  could  not,  with  propriety,  depart. 

As  to  the  returns  on  the  imprefs  a£i,  he  believed  the  grant- 
ing or  withholding  them  was  a  matter  of  very  little  confe- 
quence.  It  anfwered  fome  good  ends  in  refpeft  of  the  po- 
lice, by  taking  off  great  numbers  of  vagabonds  and  other 
idle  and  difordcrly  perfons  ;  but  as  to  filling  up  the  regimehls 
with  recruits,  it  had  almoft  entirely  failed.;  for  he  underftoqd 
that  by  far  the  greatex  part  who  were  thus  compelled  to  ferve, 

tad 
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had  deferred  ;  fo  that  although  the  nation  had  been  put  to  a 
very  confideraWe  expence,  little  ot  no  advantage  was  derived 
from  it,  except  in  the  refpeft  of  the  police. 

Col.  Barri  again  called  upon  the  attention  and  the  juftice  of 
the  Houfe  to  his  motion.  As  for  his  part,  he  would  do  his  duty 
to  his  King,  his  Country,  and  his  Conftituents.  It  was  indiu- 
penfibly  neceflary  that  the  Houfe  (hould  ceafe  to  aft  at  the  nod 
of  miniftry.  He  would  have  every  member  to  feel  for  him- 
felf.  It  was  time  to  aft  like  honeft  men.  As  to  the  French, 
they  knew  us  already  much  better  than  any  papers  on  the  ta- 
ble would  inform  them.  What  he  wanted  was,  that  the  re- 
Erefentatives  of  the  p.eople  might  know  into  what  a  plight  we 
ad  fallen,  for  that  above  two  hundred  members  in  the  Houfe, 
he  was  forry  to  fay  it,  were  totally  ignorant  of  what  all  France 
knew.  With  regard  to  the  military,  great  partiality  had  been 
fhewn  in  the  calling  out  the  fame,  efpecially  in  raifing  the 
new  corps  and  levies.  An  officer  of  very  high  defer jption, 
great  in  military  talents,  great  in  every  virtue,  and  great  in 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  [the  Duke  of  Richmond,]  had 
made  application  to  raife  a  corps ;  but  that  fo  far  from  accept- 
ing it,  no  kind  of  anfwer  had  been  given.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman, however,  over  the  way,  [Col.  Murray,]  had  found 
grace  with  adminiitration.  He  had  applied  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment, and  the  application  had  been  acceded  to.  He  had  no- 
thing to  fay  againft  the  Colonel.  He  was  a^brave,  honeft, 
deferving  officer,  covered  with  wounds  in  the  fervicc  of  his 
country. — But  he  could  not  but  think  the  noble  Duke  as 
much  entitled  to  the  receipt  of  fuch  a  favour.  The  Colonel 
then  remarked  how  much  the  levying  the  new  corps  and  levies 
had  been  given  to  our  northern  friends,  not  forgetting  to 
mention,  in  pretty  fevere  terms,  the  (hameful  partialities 
which  had  too  much  prevailed  in  the  general  conduft  of  raif- 
ing the  new  corps  :  that  the  public  might  be  fully  informed 
how  the  whole  of  that  bufinefs  was  managed,  vvas  his  reafon 
for  one  of  his  intended  motions,  that  is,  for  the  laft  returns 
to  be  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Burke.  Laft  year,  when  we  were  aftuially  and  con- 
felTedly  weak,  fays  the  noble  Lord,  it  was  proper  to  inform 
our  enemies  of  our  national  imbecility ;  becaufe  though  France 
was  not  at  war  with  us,  (he  was  fecretly  makmg  pre- 
parations, and  intending  to  invade  us:  now  that  we  have  a 
verv  numerous  veteran  force  within  the  kingdom,  with  a 
well  difciplined,  brave,  and  well-appointed  militia,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  30,000  men,  and  that  we  are  of  courfe 
aftually  and  confcfliedly  every  way  ftrong  and  well  prepared, 

th^ 
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the  noble  Lord  tells'  you,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  apprizet 
your  enemies  of  your.itrength.  This,  he  confefled,  was  a  fpe- 
cics  of  argument,  which  he  employed  with  equal  fuccefe  in 
the  next  fcntence.  To  thofejfays  his  Lordlhip,  whoalked.nao- 
ney,'  we  gave  money ;  to  thofe  who  made  us  no  fuch  demand, 
we  gave  none;  fo  that  the  offers  and  the  acceptation  were 
thoi  fame  throughout ;  we  gave  to  each  what  they  afked,  and 
no  more.  In  the  fame  rigid  adherence  to  office  forms,  and 
to  the  rigid  rule  of  right,  what  does  the  noble  Lord  next 
tell  you  ?  That  the  towns  of  Manchefter  and  Liverpool 
made  no  previous  terms  or  conditions  rcfpedling  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  field  officers  of  their  refpedtive  regiments  ;  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  northern  part  of  the  king- 
dom were  not  entirely  fo  negle6^ful  of  what  they  owed  to 
themfelves  and  their  friends.  What  is  his  Lordfliip*$conclu-. 
fion?  That  thofe  who  had  ftipulated  for  the  appointment  of 
the  field  officers,  had  the  terms  granted  and  punSilioufly  rati- 
fied on  the  part  of  adminiftration ;  but  that  thofe  who^ 
trufting  to  the  honour  and  gratitude  of  government,  had-in 
two  inftances  already,  and  would  in  a  third,  if  the  ncMe 
Lord  proved  as  good  as  his  word,  of  which  he  made  no  doubt, 
have  their  requefts  uniformly  denied,  as  abfurd,  unreafon- 
able,  and  contrary  to  the  rules  of  eftabliihed  fervice.  One 
word  more,  and  I  fliall  have  done  with  his  Lordfhip  and  his 
logic  for  the  prefent.  The  noble  Lord  tells  you,  that,  in 
point  of  recruiting,  the  land-prefs  aft  was  not  anfwered; 
but  then,  as  he  never  fails  to  blend  every  misfortune  by 
certain  portions  of  confolation  which  he  never  fails  to  carry 
about  him  as  fo  much  ready  money,  his  Lordlhip  fays,  it 
has  anfwered,  by*  its  falutary  efFefls  and  influence,  in  regard 
to  the  police.  His  proof  of  this  is  curious  ^nd  ingenious  ; 
and,  I  believe,  of  his  own  difcovery.  The  rogues,  fturdy  beg- 
gars, idle  and  diforderly  perfons,  prefled,  have  almoft  to  a 
man  deferted  and  returned  to  their  former  vicious,  villainous, 
and  thievifti  habits  of  life,  improved  by  the  morality  and 
good  example  of  camps  and  recruiting  parties,  and  prifonsand 
dungeons ;  and  this  is  the  falutary  and  happy  efFefls  the  prefs* 
iflg  aft  has  had  upon  our  police. 

Colonel  Murray  [one  of  the  colonels  of  the  new  levres] 
faid,  as  far  as  he  could  learn,  there  was  no  partiality :  there 
was,  he  believed,  in  the  Highland  regiment,  about  thirty 
Irifh  and  fifteen  Engliih,  but  that  merely  arofe  from  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  an  officer  raifed  to  an  higher  rank,  who  was 
led  by  his  conneftions  to  recruit  in  that  country.  He  faid, 
as  to  the  levy*moneyi  it  was  far  from  being  fufficient ;  he 

was 
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was  certain,  every  man  procured,  coft  confiderably  more  than 
the  bounty  granted  by  Parliament ;  and  as  to  the  corps  be- 
ing incomplete,  he  could  fey,  for  his  own,  it  at  prefent  con- 
tained loio,  which  was  but  74  Ihort  of  its  full  comple- 
ment. 

Mr.  H,  fV.  Hartley  expreflfed  his  unwillingnefs  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  ;  but  as  the  right  hon.  mover  liad  afked  a  queftion 
which  had  not  been  anfwered,  concerning  the  difpontion  of 
the  troops,   and  particularly  whether  more  were  ftill  to  be 
fent  to  America,  he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe 
for  a  few  moments.   He  then  ftated,  that  though  the  conduft 
of  France  made  the  utmoft  exertions  of  Great  Britain  necef- 
fary  againft  her,  and  againft  thofe  who  might  be  joined  with 
her,  yet  he  (hould  ever  confider  in  a  different  light  an  Ame- 
rican and  a  Frenchman,  and,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power, 
feparate  the  two  parties.     He  lamented  that  the  meafures  of 
tniniftry  had  made  this  a  very  difficult  talk ;   but   ftill  he 
would  lofe  ho  opportunity  of  diftinguilhing  between  them  as 
much  as  poffible ;  and  as  he  had  always  thought  the  Ame- 
rican war  was  founded  in  injuftice,  and  profecuted  in  folly, 
fo  he  could  not  condemn  the  refiftance  of  America ;  but  as 
he  would  be  ever  ready  to  lay  down  his  life  and  fortune  to 
fupport  the  honour  of  his  Sovereign,  and  the  interefts  of  his 
country,    againft  their  natural  enemies,    f9   he   would   be 
ever  the  foremoft  to  feek  a  reconciliation  with  America.     He 
therefore  defired  to  know  if  more  regular  troops  were  to  be 
fent  out  to  that  country,  which  he  feared  would  only  tend 
to  exafperate  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  and  prevent  their 
being  open  to  any  reconciliation.     At  the  fame  time  it  would 
deprive  us  of  that  defence  which  might  be  wanted  at  home  ; 
and  there,  as  a' militia  officer,  he  begged  leave  to  obferve, 
from  having  been  in  one  of  the  camps  with  feveral  regular 
regiments,  that  the  militia  corps  had  received  great  advan- 
tage from  feeing  the  difcipline  of  the  regular  troops,  and  en- 
deavouring to  imitate  them.     That  he  did  not  doubt,  if  any 
occafion  mould  call  for  the  fervice  of  the  militia,  that  they 
would  acquit  themfelves  like  men,  and  do  credit  to  the  ap- 

Erobation  that  had  been  beftowed  upon  them  by  his  Majefty ; 
ut  that  he  hoped  miniflers  "  would  not  fend  thofe  regu- 
lar troops  but  of  this  country,  who,  by  their  example  indif- 
ciplihe,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon  this  country,  might  yet 
make  themilitia  perfcft  in  theirs,  and,  if  employed  upon  fer- 
vice, might  be  thctf  companions  in  the  lield,  upon  whom  they 
\...        '■    ■      ■       '  would 
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would  depend,  and  create  that  emulation  which  miift  be  of 
tht-  greatclt  fervice  and  ^lory  to  this  country. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Qlarke  declared  himftlf  partly  of  the 
fame  opinion ;  and  affirmed,  that  it  would  be  madnefs  ia 
the  extreme  to  ftrip  the  kingdpm  of  its  old  corps,  for 
the  purpofe  of  Don  Qiiixote  fcheraes  of  conqueft  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  thereby  commit  the  fafety 
an^  proteftion  of  the  kingdom  cither  to  the  militia  or  the 
new  -corps.  The  recruits,  or  militia,  or  new  raifcd  troops, 
could  only  anfwer  for  effeftive  and  fteady  operations  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  when  they  were  confiderably  fuperior  in 
number,  or  when  they  were  mixed  in  certain  proportionst 
or  engaged  in  the  fame  aftual  fervice  with  veterans. 

Mr.  roxy  in  allufion  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Stanley, 
faid,  that  the  nation  to  a  man  would  at  length,  as  well  a$ 
their  fteady  and  zealous  friends,  the  inhabitants  of  Manchef- 
ter  and  Liverpool,  have  their  eyes  opened,  and  be  convinced, 
he  feared,  when  it  would  be  too  late,  oi  the  incapacity,  ab- 
furdity,  and  obftinacy  of  an  unprincipled  adminiftration.  He 
did  not  doubt  but  tne  nation  in  a  body  would  difcover,  not 
the  perfonal  perfidy  of  this  or  that  member,  but  the  deftruc- 
tive  and  unconftitutional  fyftem  of  government"  they  had 
been  employed  as  the  wicked  and  willing  inftruments  of 
carrying  into  execution. 

He  then  remarked  upon  the  propofed  impartiality  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  the  dircdive  fpirit  which 
infpired  his  political  condudt  as  firft  minifter.  Every  kind 
of  propofition,  and  every  propofer,  came  equally  well  re- 
commended to  him  ;  he  was  ready  to  meet  every  man  on  his 
own  ground  ;  he  that  came  for  money  (hould  have  it,  he  that 
defired  none  (hould  be  bound  to  his  bargain. 

The  noble  Lord  faid,  no  partiality  had  been  (hewn.  He 
could  tell  one  inftance  at  lead,  which  diredly  contradided 
that  aflfertion.  A  noble  relation  of  his  [Duke  of  Richmond] 
had  offered  to  raife  a  regiment  without  a  (hilling  expence  to . 
government ;  but  his  offer  was  refufed.  Not  that  either:  it 
was  treated  with  a  filent  contempt,  for  a  fyllablc  of  anfwer 
was  never  returned,  not  fo  much  as  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter.  No,  in  the  language  of  a  certain  morning 
paper,  the  Gallic  Duke,  the  Anglo-Gallic  Duke,  was  not  a 
fit  perfon  to  be  trufted ;  he  was  not  fit  to  be  trufted  in  . 
the  way  of  his  profeflion,  and  in  defence  of  his  own  pro- 
perty and  native  country.  The  noble  Duke  was  too  much 
m  the  intereft  of  France,  though  common  fenfe,  or  common 

probability^ 


A*i778*  DEBATES.  129 

probability,  tnuft  give  the  lie  dired  to  every  Aich  iiidnuationy 
independent  of  the  well  known  patriotic  fentiments  of  his 
noble  relation,  when  it  was  confidered,  what  a  great  and  va- 
luable property  he  pofTefled  in  this  kingdom,  and  what  a 
trifling  property  he  held  in  France*  Biu  thefe  were  mere  pre- 
tences, to  cover  the  fixed  rancour  and  enmity  whence  pro-, 
ceeded  this  fyfteroatic  abufe.  That  nobleman's  chief  crime 
wast  that  he  was  a  whig ;  that  bred,  and  continuing  fteadfaft 
in  principles  of  whiggilm,  thofe,  to  whom  thefe  principles  by 
nature  and  education  were  obnoxious,  found  in  him  a  moft  * 
formidable  and  able  refifter  of  their  fchemes  of  defpotifm  ; 
and  that  he  remained  firm  and  unlhaken  in  his  refolution  to 
oppofe  the  diabolical  attempts  of  the  inftruments  employed  to 
render  the  conftitution  of  this  country  no  better  than  an  empty 
name» 

Col.  Barre^  with  a  remarkable  degree  of  warmth  and  ar^ 
dour,  faid,  whether  we  are  to  meet  with  another  feflion,  or 
whether  we  are  to  fit  the  prefent  out,  I  know  not-^but  this  I 
know,  that  the  times  are  lerious-^are  critical — are  dangerous* 
Upon  my  word,  they  are  ferious.  I  wifh  to  do  my  duty.  I 
mean  to  do  my  duty.  Til  fay  no  more.  I  am  unequal  to  tho 
talk.  There  may  nowever  be  flruggles  ;  and  the  vengeance 
of  the  nation  may  yet  be  wreaked  on  thofe  Minifler3,  who 
hav?  brought  it  to  the  lowefl  ebb  of  mifery  and  diflre'fs— who 
have  difmembered  it  of  thirteen  colonies,  and  who  may,  ere 
long,  add  to  thefe  calamities  what  I  tremble  to  think  on.«— — 
I  have  done. 

Lord  Beaucbamt  contended,  that,  if  the  laft  returns  from 
the  militia  fhould  oe  laid  before  the  Houfc,  no  jufl  idea  could 
be  formed  from  it  of  the  true  flate  of  our  home-defence  ; 
for,  by  the  nature  of  that  fervice,  fuch  members  were  entitled 
to  their  difcharge  at  the  end  of  three  years  fervice,  that  the 
corps  mufl  be  conftderably  reduced.  He  inflanced  the  Derby 
and  Yorkfhire  regiments,  which  at  prefent,  he  believed,  were 
unfit  for  fervice,  from  the  great  number  who  had  been 
difcharged.  This  was  a  great  defeS,  which  he  wifhed  to 
fee  remedied  in  our  militia  laws ;  he  wifhed  that  a  provi- 
Aon  might  be  made  in  a  future  bill,  by  which  the  militia 
•  men  fhould,  in  €ate  of  threatened  danger  to  the  State,  forfeit 
for  a  while  their  right  to  their  difcharge.  The  motion  ap* 
peared  to  him  of  a  dangerous  tendency  \  he  would  conle'^ 
quently  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Dempjier  lamented  that    no  arguments  could. hav« 

procured  a  militia  for  Scotland,  and  that  feofible  mnv  idio 
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were  to  be  raifed,  and  volunteers,  whofe  nunnber  could. not 
confequentiy  be  foon  completed,  fhould  have  been  preferred 
to  a  militia,  which,  as  it  would  be  raifed  by  .force  of  law« 
niufl  be  completed  in  a  much  ihorter  time.  He  contended, 
that  32,000  men  were  not  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  this 
country  ;  and  that  the  original  plan  of  62,000  would  liavB 
rendered  it  fo  fecure  that  we  might  have  bid  defiance  to  eveiy 
attack  of  our  enemies. 

Mr.  Fgx  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  words  militia 
indudcd  fliould  be  left  oiit  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Righy  faid,  that  it  v/as  a  very  extraordinary  language 
Vi^tfS  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  fay,  that  all  our  officers 
Wf  re  difTatisficd,  or,  that  the  lofs  of  Dominica  would  be  laid 
at  the  door  of  Admiral  Barrington  ;  on  tlic  contrary,  he  was 
convinced  that  Admiral  Barrington  was  as  gallant  and  able 
an  officer  as  any  in  the  fervicc. 

Colonel  Barre  rofe  once  more,  and  faid,  no  man  on  earth 
was  farther  from  infinuating  any  thing  to  the  difadvaotage  of 
Admiral  Barrington.  He  was  equally  perfuaded  of  his  great 
profcffional  merits,  and  his  many  virtues  and  amiable  quaii« 
ties  in  private  life.  The  Colonel  was  here  called  to  oidcr 
from  the  chair,  as  deviating  from  the  quefiion  ;  on  which  he 
faid  he  was  not  furprifed,  for  the  fpeaker  would  be  the  laft  to 
get  to  dinner. 

Here  the  fpeaker  enforced  order,  which  gave  rife  to  the  cry 
of  Chair !  chair !  on  which  Colonel  Barre  ^t  down. 

Colonel  Onflow y  demanding  to  be  heard  on  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  inliflcd  upon  knowing  what  the  hon.  geotlenian 
[Colonel  BarreJ  meant  by  druggies.  He  had  fat  a  great  many 
years  in  Parliament,  and  had  common  fenfe  ;  and  if  no  ex- 
planation was  given,  he  Ihould  take  it  to  fignify  rebellion. 
A  menace  !  a  threat !  and  noti:ing  elfe.  Good  heaven  !  (con- 
tinues Mr.  Onflow,)  to  what  a  predicament  are  we  reduced  ! 
The  rebellion  in  America  has  brought  us  into.a  war  wkh 
France,  perhaps  foon  with  Spain,  and  now  nothing  but  re- 
bellion will  do  at  home.  I  have  long  ieen  this  coming  <3in. 
It  will  be  to-morrow  in  all  the  papers,  I  fuppofe — for  1  have 
common  fcnfe — and  it  mutt  be  prevented. 

The  quettion  being  called  for,  a  divifion  was  demanded^ 
when  there  appeared  for  it  28  ;  againft  it  103. 

Mr.  Fox  then,  moved  to  have  fuch.  Roman  Caiholics  as  have 
fubfcribcd  to  the  late  teft,  exempted  from  paying  double  land* 
tax,  for  which,  he  faid>  the  faith  ot  Parliament  was  pledged  at 
paiiing  the  faid  ^Sk^ 

Lord 
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Lord  Beauchamp  feconded  the  motion,  not  from  atiy  inti- 
mation of  the  Roman  Catholics,  but  from  mere  motives  of 
juftice,  and  thought  the  queftion  need  only  be  ftated,  to  be 
honoured  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Herbert  declared  his  readinefs  to  relieve  the  fed  from 
any  hardfliip,  but  tliought  it  wrong"  to  throw  the  burthen  olF 
the  (houlders  of  fome,  to  fix  them  on  thofe  of  others. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  wiftied  to  have  the  motion  difmilTed,  as  it 
would,  if  carried,  render  a  re-allcfl"ment  neceifary,  befides  that 
it  w^as  brought  b^fo^e  the  Houfc  at  a  very  improper  time. 

Mr.  Burke  was  furprifcd  to  hear  an  objediion  to  wbat  was 
fo  rcafonable  jn  its  nature,  and  fo  inofFenfive  m  its  confe- 
quenccs.  We  had  obliged  the  Rotpan  Catholics  to  fubfcribe 
to. the  left  aft,  in  order  to  remove  j^ll  fufpicion  of  their  difaf- 
feftion,  and  now  that  they  had  done  it,  we  did' not  choofe  to 
believe  them,  but  feemed  as  if  we  wanted  them  to  take  fome 
other  oath.  He  concluded  bv  averring,  that  all  thofe  who  have 
fubfcribed  to  the  above  aa  fhould  be  put  upon  an  cc^uality 
with  his  Majefty's  other  fubjefts,  and  be  exempted  Irom  a 
double  tax  on  land. 

Lord  North  oppofed  this,  on  account  of  the  confufion  it 
would  caufe  ;  in  every  place  where  a  Roman  Catholic  had 
land,  a  re-aflTeflinent  would  be  to  be  made  out :  not  only  that, 
but  it  would  be  doing  an  injuflice  to  one,  to  do  a  juftice  to 
another. 

Mr.  Fox  tvas  farcaftically  fevere  on  the  minifter  for  af- 
fe&ing  to  oppofe  the  motion  by  way  of  avoiding^  confufion, 
who  had  (hewn  no  fcruples  in  involving  a  whole  continent 
in  the  worft  ftate  of  confufion  that  ever  an  empire  experi- 
enced. 

[Lord  Nugent  thought  the  pretext  for  refufing  the  queftion 
extremely  frivolous,  as  a  re-afleflment  in  the  prefent  inftance 
would  be  attended  with  no  greater  trouble  th,an  a  re-aireflT- 
ment  in  any  other,  which  was  often  known  to  occur;  and 
Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  took  occafion  to  inform  Lord  North, 
that  there  were  but  four  counties  that  the  prefent  motion,  as 
far  as  a  re-afleflment  went,  would  operate  in.  The  queftion, 
however,  was  loft  without  a  divifion,  though  it  was  generally 
underftood  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houle-,  that  it  (hould  be 
brought  on  when  an  opportunity  of  a  maturcr  confideration 
ihould  have  offered  itfelf  to  the  Houfe.  J 
December  li. 

Hon.  T,  Lutirell  faid,  that,  in  the  committee  of  the  navy 

cftimates,  he  mentioned,  in  the  prcfcnce  of  two  great  naval 

K  2  officers;. 
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officers,  the  affair  of  the  27th  of  July  ;  and  as  a  publication 
had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper,  '(ince  their  return  into  port, 
figtieci  with  one  of  their  names,  containing  a  perfonal  detence 
of  his  own  condud,  and  fupporting  it  by  cenfurine  that  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  he  did  on  that  day  call  for  fome  ex* 
planation  of  the  matter  ;  when  both  the  hon.  gentlemen  rofe 
in  their  places,  and  refpedively  defended  their  chara£lers. 
Two  circumdances  came  out,  however,  on  that  occafion, 
which  formed  the  true  ground  of  the  queftion  he  was  about  to 
fubmit  to  the  Houfe  this  day.  One  was,  that  the  commander 
in  chief  faid,  that  his  fisnal  to  engage  was  out  from  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  eight  in  the  evening,  and  was  not 
obeyed.  The  fa£l  flated  was  acknowledged  to  be  true  by  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ;  but  he  juftified  his  not  anfwering 
the  fignal,  upon  a  general  aflertion  of  the  impradicability, 
from  the  damage  he  had  received.  The  admiral's  obfervations 
contained  an  implied  charge  of  difobedience ;  the  confequence 
of  which  was,  that  he.  was  prevented  from  re-attacking  the 
enemy  ;  the  vice  admiral's  acknowledgment  went  to  the  di- 
reft  admiffion  of  the  faS,  qualified  by  circumftances  of  dif- 
ability.  "So  the  matter  refted  for  that  time,  it  not  being  pro- 
perly before  the  Houfe.  But  at  the  conclufion  of  the  debate, 
he  pledged  himfelf,  that  he  would  propofe  fome  mode  of 
bringing  the  affair  properly  under  the  confideration  ot  the 
Houfe,  and  frame  fome  motion  for  taking  the  fcnfe  of  it,  upon 
a  fubje£t  which,  in  every  view  it  could  be  taken,  v/as,  in  his 
opinion,  of  the  firft  importance.  Both  the  hon.  gentlemen 
"were  now  again  in  their  places. 

The  motion  he  intended  to  make  was  chiefly  founded 
on  the  converfation  which  paffed  between  the  admiral  and 
the  vice-admiral.  It  was  faid,  he  underffood,  that  his  in- 
troducing the  affair  the  other  night  was  by  previous  con- 
cert with  one  of  the  parties,  or  his  friends.  He  begged 
leave  to  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  no  furmife  was  ever  worfe 
founded ;  that  what  he  offered  at  that  time  entirely  proceed- 
ed from  himfelf,  as  did  the  part  he  was  now  going  to  take. 
He  had  acquainted  no  perfon  in  that  Houfe,  or  out  of  it,  with 
his  intentions ;  nor  did  he,  now  he  was  going  to  com- 
mit it  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  know  that  it  would  be 
fo  much  as  feconded,  unlefs  the  vice-admiral  himfelf  (hould, 
in  order  to  vindicate  his  character,  do  that  friendly  office  for 
him. 

He  then  moved.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  give  direc- 
tions 
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tions  that  a  court-martial  may  be  held  to  inquire  into  the  con* 
dufk  of  ?ice*admirs^l  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  and  relative  to  an 
zGtion  off  or  near  Uihant,  27th  July  lad,  between  bis  Ma- 
jedy's  fleet  and  the  fleet  of  France :  it  appearing  to  this  Houfe, 
that  the  faid  vice-admiral  did  not  obey  the  fignals  of  his  fu^ 
perior  commander  when  preparing  to  re-engage  the  (hips  of 
the  enemy. 

After  lome  paufe,  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer  not  riflne.  Sir  Jofeph 
Mawbey  rofe  and  feconded  the  motion,  and  urged  a  few  words 
to  ihew  its  propriety  and  neceflity  at  this  dangerous  and  per- 
plexing period. 

Sir  Mugh  Paliifer  next  rofe  from  his  feat  (next  to  Lord 
North  on  the  treafury  bench)  and^faidy  that  he  looked  upon 
himfelf  mod  injurioufly  treated  by  the  attack  of  fome  dark, 
concealed  aflaflin,  in  a  newfpaper ;  that  he  waited  on  his  ad« 
miral,  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  aflford  him  that  afliftance 
he  wanted  towards  vindicating  his  charader :  that  his  ap* 
plication  proving  fruitlefs,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  fole  means 
m  his  power,  an  appeal  to  the  public,  of  wiping  off  the  afper-^ 
fion.  This  he  had  done  in  an  open  and  fair  manner.  Here 
the  affair  reded,  till  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  made  the  prefent 
motion,  brought  the  fubjed  to  be  difcufledin  that  Houfe ;  on 
which  occaflon,  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  the  hon. 
admiral,  inltead  of  explaining,  adea,  in  his  opinion,  in  a  very 
unbecoming  manner  ;  for,  without  making  any  dired  accufa- 
tion  of  a  criminal  nature,  he  fubftantially  charged. him  with 
difobedience,  and  feemed  to  lay  the  want  of  Tuccefs  on  the 
27th  of  July  at  his  door  ;  either  on  the  fcore  of  refufing  what 
was  adlually  in  his  power  to  do,  or  a  mere  want  of  knowledge 
in  his  profeifion. 

Thefe  were  inlinuations  he  had  determined  he  would  not 
lie  under  ;  he  was  confcious  he  had  performed  his  duty ;  nor 
would  he,  from  any  motives  of  convenience,  expediency,  or 
public  opinion,  father  the  faults  of  any  man.  The  truth 
was,  that  the  admiral  endeavoured  to  load  him  with  the  pub- 
lic odium  of  the  mifcarriage  of  that  day,  and  compel  himt 
to  fubmit  to  bear  the  blame  of  his  own  miftakes  and  inca* 
pacity. 

Sir  fVtUiam  Meredith  here  interpofed,  and  apologized  for 
his  interrupting  the  hon.  admiral ;  but  faid,  he  did  it  out  of 
regard  for  the  chara£lers  of  the  two  hon.  gentlemen  ;  appre-^ 
henfive  that  fome  inadvertent  words  might  drop,  which,  how- 
ever  they  might  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  Houfe,  could 
have  nb  other  effect  than  to  make  a  break  in  that  public  har« 
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mony,  which  his  coinitry  at  this  critical  junflure  fo  much  re- 
quired ;  and  therefore^  before  he  fat  down,  he  begged  to  lay 
claiin  to  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  to  rife  and  interpofe, 
if  any  thing  Ihould  be  advanced  by  either  of  the  officers,  likely 
to  produce  the  confeqnence  fo  much  dreaded. 

Sir  Hugh  proceeded,  and  faid,  finding  that  neither  by  per* 
fofial  ap|:)lic;:iiiona,  nor  from  public  oiotives,  the  admiral  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  do  hi.nn  juftice  ;  and  that  he  afferted,  in 
the  face  of  the  nation,  that  he  would  never  fcrvc  with  him, 
he  found  himfcir  drove  to  the  neccfllty  of  doing  what  was  ex- 
trcmeiy  irkfome  and  difagrcenble  ;  that  was,  of  accufihg  him 
of  being  the  caufe  of  our  diiappointmcnt  on  that  day  ;  in 
which,  if  the  Britifh  Hag  was  not  difgraced,  it  gained  no  ad-. 
diiional  honour.  He  was  compelled  to  do  this,  to  repair  the 
injury  done  to  his  honour.  Such  was  the  prccife  fituation  he 
flood  in.  What  he  had  done,  therefore,  was  dictated  by  felf- 
defence;  aiKl  he  did  it  with  the  utmoit  pain  and  relu^nce, 
jis  theie  were  ie,w  men  living. he  had  a  hightr  veneration  and 
efteeni  for  tlian  the  hon.  gentleman,  as  a  friend  and  intimate 
acquaihtancc,  whom-  he  had  known  for  many  years,  and  whofe 
intimacy  and  fricndlhip  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  happieft 
circumitnnces  of  his  life. 

[It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  on  the  preceding.Wednef. 
day  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  exhibited  five  charges  at  the  Admiralty 
againft  Admiral  Keppel.  A  copy  of  thefc  charges,  together 
with  notice  to  prepare  for  trial  by  a  court-martial,  were  fent 
to  Admiral  Keppel  the  fame  day.  Before  the  Houfe  adjourned 
for  the  Chrilimas  holidays,  the  right  hoR.  Sir  William  Mere- 
dith moved,  that  the  time  of  exhibiting  the  charges,  and  the 
time  offending  notice  of  them  to  Admiral  Keppel,  might  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe.  In  confeqnence  of  which  the  follow- 
ing paper  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Admiralty-Office^  December  17,  1778. 

The  charge  exhibited  by  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
againfl  the  hon.  Admiral  Auguftus  Keppel,  was  received  in, a 
ktter  from  the  vice-admiral,  dated,  the  9th  December  1778, 
at  abo:it  three  o'clock  the  fame  day  (P.  M.)  and  notice  was 
given  thereof  to  Admiral  Keppel  in  a  letter  from  this  office  at 
naif  palt  ten  o'clock  the  fame  evening.  | 
,  Eari  Nugent  condemned  the  conduft  of  the  vice-admiral, 
and  was  againlt  any  trial  whatever,  and  againll-the  motion. 
He  faid,  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  at  any  time,  would  be  • 
extremely  wrong,  much  more  fo  now  when  every  thing  dear^ 
valuable,  and  important  to  the  nation,  was  at  (take.  He 
faid  it  was  extremely  imprudent  of  the  vice-admiral  to  take 
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notice  of  an  anonymous  publication  in  the  manner  he  did ; 
and  cquall)r  imprudent  to  prefs  any  one  point  leading  direftly 
to  an  inquiry,  which  would  call  the  great  naval  officers  from 
their  duty,  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  would  create  fac- 
tion in  the  fleet,  and  fow  diflention  among  all  ranks  of  fea- 
men,  from  the  admiral  to  the  foremaft-man.  As  to  the  pro- 
feffional  reputation  of  the  two  officers,  in  what  inftance  had 
cither  of  them  fufFered  ?  In  the  public  prints :  and  were  thofc 
anonymous  imputations  fufficient  grounds  for  an  inquiry  ? 
Suppofe  every  nne  woman  who  fees  herfelf  calumniated  in 
the  fame  manner,  by  one  of  her  own  fex,  who  is  envious  of 
her  charms,  was  in  like  manner  to  demand  an  inquiry,  where 
would  it  end  ?  The  idea  was  too  abfurd  to  realon  upon  it. 
The  French,  it  was  true,  claimed  the  vidory ;  a  rtrangc 
efFeft  of  conqueft !  ftealing  away  under  covert  of  the  night, 
leaving  their  whole  weftern  commerce  at  our  mercy,  and  hid- 
ing themfelves  in  port,  behind  their  forts  and  batteries:  yet 
they  afferted  in  the  language  of  gafconade,  fo  familiar  to  them, 
that  they  conquered  ;  but  they  lied.  I  hope  I  fhall  receive  no 
challenge  for  this ;  if  I  fhould,  this  Houfe  muft  be  an  old 
man's  fecond, 

Hon.  Capt.  R.  Boyle  IValfwgham  cenfured  Sir  Hugh's  pub- 
lication ;  was  aftomftied,  in  every  view  the  tranfadiion  rcprc- 
fented  itfelf.  He  recolle6led  well,  that  he  never  faw  more 
cordiality  and  feeming  unanimity  in  his  life,  than  appeared 
among  all  the  officers  on  their  return  into  Plymouth  after 
the  affair  of  the  27th  of  July.  The  admirals  fecmed  to 
live  extremely  happy  together.  He  dined  almoll  every  day 
with  fome  one  party  or  other.  He  heard  both  the  hon.  ad  ! 
miral  and  vice-admiral  fay  the  handfomeft  things  of  each 
other  when  abfent.  There  was  not  a  fingle  captain  in  that 
fervice,  he  believed,  with  whom  at  times  he  did  not  converfe ; 
and  he  protefted,  upon  his  honour,  he  never  heard  the  mod 
diftant  mfinuation  thrown  out  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  ad- 
miral or  vice-admiral.  He  had  extremely  to  lament  that  the 
vice-admiral  took  notice  of  the  anonymous  publication.  He 
had  good  rqafon  to  believe  he  knew  the  author,  and  was  per- 
feflily  fatisfied  that  it  was  .a  lieutenant  (aboard  the  vice  admi- 
ral's own  (hip.)  He  warmly  recommended  unanimity,  and 
faid  he  would  give  his  negative  to  the  motion. 

Lord  Shuldham  followed  the  laft  fpeaker  in  the  fame  line 
of  argument  and  perfuafion,  and  confirmed  every  thing  the 
hon.  captain  had  alferted,  being  prefent  at  the  fcene  defcribed  ; 
and  folemnly  affirmed^   that  not  the  mod  diftant  infinua- 
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tjon  tranfpired,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  or  either  of  the  com- 
manders. 

Lord  North  faid,,  that  the  Houfe  had  not  a  fmgle  tittle  of 
evidence  to  fupport  it  as  a  refolution  of  a  matter  of  faft. : 

Sir  fFilliam  Meredith  moved  that  the  latter  part  of  the  re- 
folution (hould  be  omitted,  becaufe  there  was  no  proof  of 
difobedience  before  the  Houfe ;  and  if  there  even  was,  he 
thought  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  order  a  trial,  lipon 
fuch  a  motion  of  pre-judgment. 

Lord  North  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in 
his  amendment ;  and  faid,  he  (hould  give  the  remaining  part 
of  the  paotion  a  negative,  in  fome  fliape  or  other. 

Lord  John  Cavendijh  was  of  the  fame  fentiments  ;  expreCr 
{tA  his  forrow  that,  at  fo  critical  a  moment,  fuch  unhappy  dif-^ 
fentions  fliould  arife.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  give  a  direft  negative,  but  rather  to  do  it  by  the 
previous  queftion,  or  by  moving  the  order  of  the  day. 

Admiral  Keppel  rofe,  and  thanked  his  friends  on  every  iide 
of  the  Houfe  for  their  perfonal  partiality  for  him,  and  their 
unwillingnefs  that  any  inquiry  fhould  be  made  into  his  con-* 
6\\&y  as  one  of  the  parties. concerned  in  the  affair  of  the 
^7th  of  July.  But  that  was  now  over ;  he  had  been  accufed, 
and  publicly  accufed.  Specific  charges  of  neglect,  incapa-* 
city,  &c.  had  been  lodged  at  the  Admiralty  Board ;  and  he  bad 
notice,  in  confequence  of  this  accufation,  from  that  Board, 
to  prepare  for  a  court-martial.  However  difagreeable  fomc 
of  the  concomitant  circumftances  might  have  been,  he  wass 
now  forty  years  in  the  fervice,  and  it  was  ope  of  the  moft 
pleafing  palFages  of  his  life.  He  did  not  court  the  inquiry, 
for  many  obvious  reafons,  fome  of  which  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  courfe  qf  the  debate  ;  4)ut  now  that  inquiry  was  deter- 
mined upon,  he  (hould  meet  it  with  coolnefs,  calmnefs,  and 
inward  fati^fadion, 

The  honourable  gentleman,  who  was  his  accufer,  had,  in  his 
fpeech,  ftated  the  neccffiiy  of  his  condufl,  on  account  .of  the 
infinuations  thrown  out  by  him  the  laft  night.  He  appealed 
to  the  candour  and  recolleftion  of  the  Houfe,  whether  what 
he  faid  admitted  of  fo'  unfavourable  an  interpretation  ;  if  it 
did;  he  furely  did  not  intend  to  do  fo.  He  (lated  a  fa£l,  but 
fo  far  from  drawing  any  conclufion  from  it,  he  faid,  th^ 
only  fault  that  he  knew  the  vice-admiral  to  be  guilty  of,  was 
writingaletterinthemorningpaper,figned**H"gh  Pallifer  ;" 
and  if  he  was  of  that  rancorous  difpofition  which  fuch  an 
imputation  would  imply,  he  might  have  infifted  on  having 
^}ie  hon.  gentleman  tried  fo^  promoting  mutiny  aboard  the 
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fleet ;  for,  moft  certainly,  whatever  |ocs  dircSly  to  charge  the 
commander  with  negled,  &c.  in  this  public  manner,  is  of  a 
mutinous  tendency.  Thank  God,  he  was  not  the  ac- 
cufer,  but  the  accufed  !  He  was  called  out  to  ferve  his  coun*^ 
try  at  a  very  critical  period  :  he  had  performed  his  duty  to 
the  bed  of  his  abilities ;  and  whatever  the  iflue  may  be,  he 
had  one  confolation,  that  he  had  a£led  ftriflly  to  the  bed  of 
his  judgment.  He  (hould  decline  faying  a  fy liable  to  the  que*- 
ftion,  as  he  could  not  think  of  voting,  and  ihould  quit  the 
Houfe.  [There  was  an  almoft  general  plaudit  at  the  end  of 
each  fentence.]     He  went  away.  < 

Admiral  Pigot  entered  into  a  recapitulation  of  the  many 

f)ublic  and  private  virtues  polTefled  by  the  hon.  admiral  who 
lad  juft  quitted  the  Houfe.  He  faid  he  had  been  forty«four 
years  in  the  fervice  himfelf,  forty  of  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  acquainted  witH'^the  hon.  admiral,  both  as  a  private 
and  public  man,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  feaman  ;  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  which,  he  never  knew  a  (ingle  action  of  his  life  that 
did  not  ferve  to  produce  fome  inftance  highly  deferving  the 
approbation  of  every  good  and  honed  man.  As  to  the  vice- 
admiral,  he  faid,  though  he  had  not  known  him  fo  long,  he 
always  edeemed  him  as  a  worthy  man,  and  a  brave  odicer ; 
but,  danding,  as  he  did,  he  would  prefer  truth  to  opinion^ 
he  would  fpeak  out,  he  would  fpeak  without  prejudice,  and 
cxprefs  himfelf  freely,  and  without  the  lead  degree  of  referve. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  accufed  himfelf  in  a  newfpaper, 
figned  with  his  own  name :  when  he  faid  he  had  accufed  him- 
felf, he  meant,  that  he  had  fubdantially  done  fo;  for,  in  an- 
fwer  to  an  anonymous  publication,  he  had  written. a  letter  to 
his  admiral,  in  which  he  agitated  a  point  little  known,  and 
univerfally  unattended  to,  that  of  not  ol^ying  the  fignal  for 
battle,  wnich  was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
till  eight  in  the  evening ;  the  confequence  of  which  was, 
that  he  afted  the  part  of  his  own  accuferi  He  acknowledged 
that  he  did  not  obey  the  fignal ;  and,  by  that  acknowledg- 
ment, admitted  a  faa  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  admiral 
to  explain  away  were  he  fo  inclined,  becaufe  it  was  that 
fpecies  of  proof  that  no  man  could  controvert. 

By  the  motion  now  on  the  table,  the  fame  admiflion  on 
the  part  of  the  vice-admiral  was  brought  before  and  into 
the  recollefting  of  the  Houfe.  What  then  could  Admiral 
Keppel  do  ?  He  could  not  contradift  the  vicc-admirars  own 
words ;  he  'could  not  take  a  blame  upon  himfelf  which 
he  was  no  way  anfwerable  for ;  nor  could  he,  confidently 
with  bi$  own  honouri  01  the  feivicc  be  was  engaged  in^  ven- 
ture 
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turc  to  fea  with  a  perfon  who  had,  in  a  public  newfpapcr, 
figned  with  his  name,  cenfured  his  condufl  as  commander 
in  chief  on  the  day  of  aflion. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  was  the  condn6l  of  the  vice  ad- 
miral ?  He  is  prefent  on  the  27th  of  July  ;  he  is  a  witncfs 
to  the  pretended  ncglecS  and  mifcondu^l  of  tiie  admiral  ;  he 
returns  to  port,  and,  while  on  Ihorc,  continues  on  a  footing  of 
friendihip  with  iiis  commander.  He  goes  a  fecond  time  to 
fei,  and  rtrurns  a  fccond  time  ;  and  yet.  all  this  lime  there  is 
not  a  word  of  ccnfure  or  complaint  on  his  part ;  and  notv,  at 
ihe  tnd  of  almoft  five  months,  he  exhibits  an  accufatioii 
sgainit  h\s  principal. 

He  affirmed,  (for  he  would  not  fpeak  out,)  that  thc'admiralty 
aftcd  very  railiiy  and  haftily  in  this  bufinefs.  An  officer  of 
Mr.  Keppel's  rank,  fcrvices,  and  prafcffional  character,  de- 
ferved  another  kind  of  treatment.  The  admiralty-board 
ihould  have  deliberalcd,  and  have  a£led  with  a  becoming 
caution  before  they  received  the  vice-admiral's  complaint ; 
at  leaft,  before  they  acted  upon  it,  or  took  a  fingle  official 
ftep  in  confcqiience  of  the  accufaiion  made  againftJVTr.  Kep- 
pel.  They  (hoiild  have  confidercd  the  gi;ij)unds  of  difference, 
the  circumdances  which  prpduced  them  ;  they  fhould  have 
jrecollcdcd,  that  the  vice-admiral  was  perfonally  difpleafed 
"with  his  principal.  He  faid,  he  was  extremely  forry  for  the 
condu6l  of  the  vice-admiral,  fo  far  as  it  refpedled  that  gen- 
tleman perfonally  ;  but  he  confefled  he  was  aflonifhed  at  the 
conduft  of  the  admiralty-board,  which  could  ad  in  fo  hafty, 
precipitate,  and  fecmingly  partial  a  manner. 

Lord  Miilgrave  faid,  the  conftitution  of  the  board  was  this  i 
ihcy  were,  in  all  matters  of  accufation,  obliged  toad!  mini- 
iierially  ;  they  had  no  judicial  power;  but  when  a  complaint 
was  preferred,  they  were  of  coiirfe  not  only  compelled,  in 
difcharge  of  their  office,  to  receive  it,  but  to  give  the  neceP- 
fary  directions  to  proceed  to  trial.  Apply  then  the  conilitu- 
tion  of  tlic  board  to  the  point  in  queition.  The  vice  adroi- 
jal  prefers  an  accufation,  confifiing  of  five  feparatc  articles, 
or  charges,  properly  drawn  up,  and  fpecifically  pointed. 
What  then  could  the  admiralty-board  do  r  They  muft  ei- 
ther take  upon  them  to  prejudge  the  truth  of  thofe  charges, 
.f)r  admit  them  to  be  fuch  as  were  fit  to  be  fent  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  court- martial.  The  firfl  they  could  not,  dared 
not  do,  being  totally  ignorant  of  tlie  tiuth  or  fallacy  of  them  ; 
the  fccoiid  they  were  obliged  to  comply  with,  becaufe  the 
matfcr  admiited  of  no  alternative.  If  there  was  any  fault  in 
ucciviJig  the  accufaiion,  and  acting  in  the  firftinftance  mi- 
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nifterially  upon  it,  by  ordering  a  court-martial,  he,  for  one, 
was  ready  to  take  the  taulf  upon  himfelf.  He  acted  to  the 
bed  of  his  judgment  \  and  if  the  fame  thing  was  to  happen 
again,  he  fhould  acl  precifely  in  the  fame  manner. 

Admiral  Plgot  faid,  that  the  hand  of  the  admirahy-board 
was  not  tied  up  in  the  manner  defcribed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
becaufe  that  would  amount  to  a  principle  which  would  go  to 
the  deftrudion  of  all  naval  fervice,  and  leave  in  fa<^  every 
fuperior  officer  at  the  mercy  of  his  inferior.  He  faid,  the 
vice-admiral's  conduct  was  fuch  as  would  fully  juftify  can-  ^ 
tion  and  deliberation  in  the  admiralty-board.  Five  month* 
the  vice-admiral  remains  filent ;  at  the  end  of  five  months  he 
exhibits  a  charge  of  neglect,  &c.  againft  his  admiral.  In 
this  interiiTi  he  ferves  under  him  \  he  goes  to  fca  a  fecond 
time  under  his  command,  and  now  appears  as  an  accufer, 
for  the  6xprefs  purpofe  of  vindicating  his  own  charadter. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  fay,  but  he  was  pretty  fure,  the  ad- 
miralty-board could  not  be  reftricted  in  the  manner  defcribed 
by  the  noble  Lord  ;  that  they  were  nor  precluded  from  exer- 
cifing  their  own  judgment ;  nor  were  obliged,  in  anv  in- 
ftance,  to  give  effect  or  cxiftencc  to  a  charge  which  they  were 
previoufly  perfuadcd  was  frivolous  or  ill-founded  ;  or  had  at 
leaft  great  right  to  fuppofe  that  it  originated  more  in  perfonal 
relintment  than  in  any  juft  foundation. 

Mr,.  Burke  now  rofe,  and  defircd  an  act  of  the  22d  of 
George  II.  fection  rj,  to  be  read,  which  provides  that  all 
complaints  againft  officers  in  the  navy  (hall  be  prepared  with- 
in three  years  after  the  fact  committed,  or  within  one  year 
after  their  arrival  in  any  port  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 
This,  he  faid,  altered  the  law  as  it  formerly  flood  ;  for,  pre- 
vious to  this  act,  the  admiralty-board  might,  to  gratify  refent- 
ments  or  factious  purpofcs,  receive  a  complaint  againft  any 
commander,  or  any  other  officer,  without  limitation  in  point 
of  time.  Here  then  was  the  cleareft  tcftimony  of  the  previ- 
ous exiftence  of  a  difcretionary  power  in  the  admiralty- 
board.  IS  there  had  been  no  previous  difcretion  in  the  ad- 
-  miralty-board,  there  could  be  no  occafion  for  confining  it. 
If  there  was, a  difcretionary  power  then,  it  continued  ftill  in 
force,  in  every  other  refpect  ;  for  that  was  the  only  inftance 
in  the  whole  act  in  which  it  was  limited. 

Lord  Mulgrave  faid  the  claufe  juft  read  pointed  to  a  par- 
ticular grievance,  and  gave  a  remedy  ;  but  it  was  not  by  im- 
plication, or  remote  deductions,  that  the  law  of  the  22d  of  his 
late  Majefty  was  to  be  explained.  It  was  an  aggregate  of  all 
tbQ  laws  which  were  then  in  being  relative  to  the  admiralty. 
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the  cxercife  of  its  official  powers,  and  all  the  fubordinate 
fbnSions  exerciftd  under  its  authority.  The  affair  in  the 
Mediterranean,  under  Mathews  and  Leftock,  had  given  rife 
to  feveral  new  difficulties,  which  the  ftatute  of  1749  was 
framed  to  corredh  It  had  been  ftrongly  urged,  that  feveral 
officers,  who  had  been  accufed  of  high  crimes,  were  permitted 
to  efcape  with  impunity  ;  becaufe  there  remained  a  power  in 
the  admiralty-board,  or  commander  in  chief,  to  refute  to  pro- 
ceed upon  accufations  openly  and  fpecifically  made.  He  did 
not  wifti  to  make  any  application  of  what  pailcd  on  that  oc- 
cafion  to  the  prefent  times ;  but,  if  he  recolledled  right,  the 
vice-admiral  I  Leftock]  found  himfelf  in  a  very  difagreeable 
fituation.  He  found  his  conduft  impeached';  he  demanc(cd 
a  court-martial,  but  was  refufed  it.  In  Ihort,  the  numerous 
inconveniencies  which  arofe  in  the  courfc  of  that  well- 
known  mifcarriagc,  in  the  Mediterranean,  was  the  true  caufe 
of  theftatuieof  the  22(1  George  II.  in  which  it  is  fpecialiy 
cnadtcd,  (not  founded  in  inference  or  vague  dedu£lion,j  that, 
upon  an  accufation  delivered  by  a  known  accufer,  the  admi- 
ralty-board (hall  give  immediate  orders  for  a  court-martial, 
which  court-martial  (hall  confift  of  the  fenior  flag  officer  of 
the  port  at  which  the  board  (hall  appoint  the  inquiry  to  be 
made,  and  the  thirteen  fenior  captains. 

This  is  the  conftiiution  of  the  admiralty-board  :  and  under 
this  conftitution,  he  contended,  that  the  board  was  bound  to 
a£l  merely  minifterially,  and  in  no  other  manner ;  the  accu- 
fation being  made,  the  board  had  no  option  ;  they  could  not 
yejedl ;  they  could  not  qualify  :  they  muft  aft  as  they  did,  or 
not  at  all :  if,  indeed,  the  accufation  was  loofely  or  inac- 
curately drawn  up ;  if  it  was  frivolous  and  vexatious  in  its 
tendency  ;  if  it  was  deftitute  of  fpecification  ;  then  it  might' 
have  been  the  duty  of  the  admiralty  to  have  looked  to  the 
confequence  of  fuch  a  loofe,  indefinite  charge  ;  to  which, 
from  its  want  of  fpecification  or  inaccuracy,  no  proper  de- 
fence could  be  made,  nor  any  definite  iffiie  taken  :  but,  in 
juftification  of  the  board  at  which  he  was  placed,  he  begged 
leave  to  fay,  that  the  accufation  preferred  by  the  vice-admiral 
contained  five  fpecific  defined  charges,  direftly  affirmative  of 
mifconduft,  negled  of  duty,  of  the  admiral's  not  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  deftroy  or  re-attack  the  enemy  ;  and  therefore 
the  board  could  not  difcrctionarily  reject  them. 

Admiral  Pigot  faid,  the  noble  Lord's  defcription  of  the 
conititution  of  the  admiralty-board,  under  the  ftatute,  was 
ridiculous  ;  it  was  monftrous ;  and  would,  if  true,  deftroy 
fill  fervice  and  fubordination.    By  the  noble  Lord's  rcafon- 
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ing,  he  would  wifli  to  perfuade  the  Houfe  of  the  exiftenceof 
this  principle,  tliat  the  commanders  in  chief  were  liable,  at 
the  pleafure  of  any  inferior  officer,  or  a  lieutenant,  or  a  mid- 
fhipman,  to  be  accufed  in  the  manner  defcribed  by  the  noble 
.  Lord ;  on  which,  without  any  previous  communication  what- 
ever, the  admiralty-board  were  inftantly  compelled,  in  the 
language  of  the  noble  Lord,  to  give  diredions  for  a  fpeedy 
trial.  What,  for  inftance,  would  have  been  the  cafe  of  thtt 
honourable  admiral,  now  abfent  from  his  place,  on  his  laft 
failing  from  Portfmouth,  when  the  very  fate  of  the  kingdom 
was  at  (lake,  and  when  a  very  few  days  delay  might  have 
proved  fatal,  if  fome  lieutenant  or  midfhipman  aboard  his 
fleet  had  made  any  one  fpecific  charge,  anfwering  the  defcrip* 
tion  of  the  noble  Lord,  refpeding  his  conduft  on  the  27th  of 
July?  That  he  would  have  received  notice  from  the  board, 
that  a  court-martial  would  be  fpeedily  held  upon  him,  to  an- 
fwer  the  fpecific  charge  or  charges  tnade ;  that  the  next  in 
command  under  him,  at  that  port,  was  to  (it  as  prefident  on 
his  trial ;  and  that  the  thirteen  cldeft  captains  were  to  be  hrs 
triers.  The  principle  maintained  by  the  noble  Lord  went 
this  length,  or  it  amounted  to  nothing.  If  the  principle  of' 
difcretion  was  abandoned  in  any  one  inftance,  it  muft  in  every 
other  where  the  charge  was  fpecific.  What,  in  this  prc- 
fumedcafe,  would  be  the  condition  of  the  nation  ?  The  ad- 
miral muft  be  brought  to  immediate  trial  ;  and  all  the  opera- 
tions at  fea  fufpended,  till  another  fiicceffor  is  appointed. 
This,  he  contended,  would  be  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  as  was 
monftrous  to  think  on.  He  was  certain,  by  what  he  could 
learn,  it  was  never  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  a6l,  nor 
the  pfadice  of  any  one  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty  who 
aSed  under  it,  fince  it  was  framed,  to  proceed  in  fo  prepof- 
terous  and  extraordinary  a  manner. 

He  turned  to  the  conduft  of  the  vice-admiral,  who,  he 
faid,  had  aflFeded  all  along  to  have  been  induced  to  anfwer 
an  anonymous  publication,  fo  often  alluded  to,  and  proceed- 
ed to  fubfequent  (teps,  merely  for  the  fake  of  clearing  up  his 
honour,  and  having  his  condudl  inquired  into ;  yet  what  has 
the  vice-admiral  done?  Inftead  of  urging  an  inquiry,  fiich 
as  he  feemed  defirous  to  prefs  for  from  the  beginning,  he  has 
(hrunk  from  it  in  his  own  perfon,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
evade  it,  by  accufing  his  coranwndcr  in  chief. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  faid,  the  arguments  and  dcdudions 
of  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  Mulgrave]  went  plainly  to  tl?is, 
that  every  profe(rional  man  might  accufe  his  inferior  or  fupe- 
fior  ;  and  that  the  accufation  muft  be  received  \  and  if  fpeci- 
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■fie  and  dlrefl:,  the  admiralty-board  muft  procerd  by  ordering 
an  immediate  trial ;  becaufe  they  a6led  minifteriaily,  and  were 
obliged  to  comply,  without  any  deliberation.  If  the  admi* 
ralty-board  was  thus  tied  up,  the  moft  fpeedy  and  efFeSiial 
means  ouglit  to  be  adopted, ^10  put  that  board  upon  a  difFerent 
footing;  if  it  was  not,  then  every  thing  urged  by  the  noble 
Lord  at  that  board  was  at  an  end.  It  was  the  fpirit  of  all 
jurifdiftions  in  this  country  to  deliberate  before  they  deter- 
niinttd.  It  was  the  ufe  of  a  grand  jury  to  (land  between  the 
accufcd  and  accufer  ;  and  though  he  would  not  pretend  to 
give  a  decided  opinion  on  the  fubjeS,  he  was  led  to  believe, 
that  the  adijiiralty-board  were  inverted  with  a  declared  or  im- 
plied power  to  deliberate  upon  the  nature  and  circumftances 
of  the  charge,  and  to  a6t  in  the  capacity  of  a  grand  Jury,  by 

?;iving  a  legal  operation  to  the  charge,  or  rejecting  it  as  ili- 
ounded,  vexatious,  &c. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  the  noble  Lord  JLord  Mulgrave]  had 
faid,  that  the  admiralty-board  a£ted  only  minifteriaily,  apcl 
could  only  proceed  upon  fpecific  accufations  given' in  ;  and 
as  he  was  convinced  his  noble  relation  [Admiral  Keppelj 
would  never  fubmit  now,  be  his  provocations  ever  fo  great, 
to  become  an  accufer,  he  thought  it  would  be  extremely  im- 
proper to  give  the  motion  a  dire6l  negative  ;  becaufe,  if  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  (hould  not  bring  on  an  inquiry  into  his  own 
condud,  the  juftice  of  the  nation  would  be  eluded  :  he  meant, 
if  it  fhould  appear,  as  he  truftcd  it  would,  that  his  honourable 
relation  had  performed  his  duty. 

On  the  brt  day  the  vice-admiral  was  in  his  place  in  this 
Houfe,  he  faid,  he  wifhed  moft  earneftly  for  an  inquiry  into 
his  condud,  if  it  could  be  fo  confiftently  with  the  interefts  of 
his  country,  at  this  very  important  period.  Without  a  finglc 
additional  reafon  that  could  operate  on  his  conducS  between 
that  day  and  laft  Wednefday,  inftead  of  preferring  the  inte- 
refts of  his  country  to  perfonal  feeling  and  juftification,  what 
lias  the  honourable  gentleman  done?  He  has  not  applied  for 
an  inquiry  into  his  own  conduS,  the  profelled  object  of  his 
news-paper  publication,  and  his  declarations  in  this  Houfe  ; 
but  he  has,  in  the  firft  inftance,  fled  from  the  inquiry  him felf, 
by  accufing  his  admiral :.  and  has,  befides,  facriiiced  what  he 
deemed,  and  fo  often  repeated,  to  be  the  interefts  of  his  coun-  . 
try,  not  to  his  own  defence  or  juftification,  but  to  the  accu* 
fation  of  his  principal. 

Qeneral  Conway  faid,  he  looked  upon  it  that  every  official 
board  was  inverted  with  a  difcretionary  power  ;  he  believed  it 
was  fo  in  the  army,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to  fay  pofitive- 

ly. 
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ly.  When  he  prefided  at  a  certain  board  [ordnance],  he  al- 
ways underftood  that  he  had  a  power  to  rejed  complaints,  as 
well  as  receive  them. 

General  Keppel  faid,  the  ufage  of  the  army  was  to  refer  the 
complaint  to  a  board  of  general  officers,  who  reported  to  his 
Majefty,  through  the  medium  of  the  fecretary  at  war;  and 
the  King  gave  orders  to  proceed,  or  not,  as  he  thought  fit. 

Sjr  Hugh  PalUJer  faid,  he  found  that  no  reparation  for  his  in* 
jured  honour  wa§  to  be  obtained,  but  by  a  trial.  It  could  not 
be  expeSed  that  he  would  accufe  himfelf.  The  honourable 
admiral,  abfent  from  his  place,  though  he  cenfured  him,  by 
openly  declaring  that  he  would, never  ferVe  with  him,  at  the 
fame  time  refufed  to  make  that  kind  of  accufaiion  which 
alone  could  put  him  in, a  way  of  vindicating  himfelf ;  he  was 
therefore  drove  to  the  neceflity  of  becoming  an  accufer,  whea 
he  could  not  obtain  juftice  by  any  other  mode.  If  his  con- 
duct was  criminal,  why  did  not  the  honourable  admiral  call 
him  to  account  in  a  proper  manner?  If  it  was  not  criminal, 
how  could  the  admiral  reconcile  to  himfelf  the  publicly 
charging  .  him  with  difobedience,  and  accompanying  that 
charge  with  a  declaration  that  he  would  never  again  ferve  with 
him  ?  The  truth  was,  the  public  were  difappointed  relative 
to  the  event  of  the  engagement  of  the  27th  of  July.  No 
mark  of  difapprobation  appeared  in  the  condudl  of  the  ad- 
miral, till  this  circumflance  was  known,  when  it  was  in* 
duftrioufly  circulated,  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  rear-admiral 
of  the  fleet  that  the  French  fquadron  was  not  re-attacked« 
This  was  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  And  as  to  not  making 
bis  accufaiion  earlier,  the  fame  queftion  might  be  afked  of 
the  admiral,  why  did  he  not  mention  his  difapprobatioa 
earlier? 

^xtjofeph  Mildmay  ivLii^  the  whole  bad  every  appearance, 
of  a  pre-concerted  fcheme  to  ruin  the  admiral ;  that  the  vice- 
admiral  was  a  -member  of  the  board  which  had  given  legal 
exigence  to  the  accufaiion  ;  that  he  was  called  to  that  board 
through  the  favour  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  a'dmiralty,  who,  it 
w^s  known,  direded  its  deliberations ;  and  that  there  were  • 
the  (Irongefl  reafons  to  believe  that 

Lord  Mulgrave  called  the  laft  fpeaker  to  order  ;  and  infift- 
cd,  thatJ)e  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  make  charges  which 
amounted  to  a  criminal  accufaiion,  if  true,  without  fupport- 
ing  fuch  accufaiion  with  proofs ;  befides,  the  whole  matter 
was  foreign  to  the  debate. 

Mr.  Burke  to  order  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  been  interrupted  was  not  diforderly  j  that  what  he 

was 
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was  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe,  was  perfcAly  rdative  to  the 
fubjeA  under  confideration.  It  went  no  further  than  pr6-« 
fumption,  and  of  courfe  called  for  no  proofs :  fufpiciofl  was 
a  good  ground  of  prefumption,  and  prefumption  was  at  all 
times,  iq  that  Houfe,  maintainable  in  argument. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  faid,  he  would  mention  si  fafti  which 
was,  that  an  honourable  friend  of  his  [Admiral  Graves]  wha 
had  ferved  in  America,  and,  during  his  abfence,  was  ttiade 
the  fubjeft  of  news-paper  malevolence,  in  order  to  vindicate 
his  chara<fler,  applied  to  the  admiralty-board  for  a  court  mar-' 
tial,  but  was  rerufed,  upon  this  ground,  that  they  could  not 
bring  him  to  trial  without  a  previous  accufation,  and  that  the 
King  was  perfedly  pleafed  with  his  fervices — This  faft,  be 
faid,  proved  two  things :  firft,  that  the  vice-admiral  could 
not  bring  on  an  inquiry  into  his  own  condudl ;  and  feCondly^ 
that  the  powers  of  the  admiralty- board  were  merely  txiini-^ 
(Serial. 

^\xJofeph  Mawbey  faid,  he  had  a  right  to  argue  upon  fuf- 
picion  and  prefumption  ;  and,  looking  upon  himfelf  perfedHy 
jiiftificd,  by  the  rcafons  afligncd  by  his  iiononrable  friend 
[Mr.  Burke ],  pointed  thofe  fufpicions  diredly  at  the  firft  Lord 
of  the  admiralty,  and  preffed,  without  referve,  that  fpecies  of 
prefumptive  proof  which  his  fufpicions  fupplied  him  with* 
The  noble  Lord  [Sandwich]  was  the  mouth  of  that  board  \ 
that  the  inferior  commifBoners  were  no  better  than  cyphers  ; 
:^nd  that,  confequently,  every  aft,  whether  deliberative,  mi* 
liifterial,  or  otherwife,  was  folely  the  aft  of  the  noble  Lordj 
i^iowfoever  difguifed  ;  that  the  prefent  accufation  had  every 
appearance  of  a  pre-concerted  plan  to  ruin  the  admiral ;  and 
that  he  hoped  and  truded,  that  fo  black,  malignant,  and  trea* 
cherous  a  ftep,  to  ftrip  one  of  the  brighteft  naval  charaders 
this  country  could  ever  boaft  of,  would  meet  with  the  honeft 
indignation  it  merited,  and  finally  lead  to  a  full  dete£tion  of 
the  authors  of  fo  infamous  a  projeft. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallijer  affirmed,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had 
no  previous  concert  with  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to,  nor  with 
any  individual  at  the  admiralty-board  ;  that  what  he  had  done 
was  purely  the  vindication  of  his  own  honour  and  charaSer  $ 
that,  fuch  being  the  objeft  he  had  all  along  in  contemplation, 
lie  never  communicated  a  fyllable  of  his  intentions  to  any 
man  ;  and,  be  the  event  what  it  might,  he  could  with  truth 
repeat,  that  he  aded  throughout  upon  his  own  judgment^ 
witht)ut  either  confultation  or  advice. 

Hon.  T.  Luttrell  faid,  that  he  (hould  ever  look  upon  a 
h&  alfertcd  by  any  honourable  member  in  his  place  in  that 

Houfe, 
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House,  as  entitled  to  full  credit,  if  not  contradi<5led  upon 
equal  authority,  and  by  the  party  concerned  ;  but  when  the 
faS  dated  concerned  a  perfon  prefent,  and  that  the  fa6t  was 
acknowledged  by  that  party,  he  could  not  hefitate  an  inftant 
to  give  it  fuU  credit,  in  the  manner,  and  to  the  fujl  extent,  it 
had  been  aflerted  and  acknowledged. 

The  fa£l  ftated  by  the  honourable  admiral,  now  abfent,  in 
a  former  debate,  was,  that  the  vice  admiral  did  not  obey  the" 
fignal ;  which  was  confirmed  by  the  vice  admiral  himfelf, 
who  acknowledged  the  flag  was  flying  for  five  hours,  but  that 
the  condition  of  his  divifion  did  not  permit  him  to  obey  it. 
This  was  fuch  a  fpecies  of  proof,  as  exceeded  any  other  mode, 
however  formal  or  folemn  ;  and  he  would  prefer  it  to  any  cir- 
cuitous medium  of  proof  whatever  ;  becaufe  it  was  of  the 
firft  authority,  being  delivered  in  the  face  of  the  nation  in 
that  Houfe. 

Thefe  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  latter  part  of  his 
motion  was  founded;  but  as  an  honourable  gentleman  [  Mr. 
Fox  J  and  a  noble  Lord  [Lord  John  CavendilhJ  and  others, 
did  not  approve  of  any  mction  which  feemed  to  bear  the  ap- 
pearance of  pre-judgment,  he  very  readily  confenled  to  the 
amendment.  Befides,  he  thought  that  the  vice  admiral, 
having  no  other  objedion  to  the  motion,  would  gladly  clofe 
with  the  preceding  part ;  becaufe,  from  every  thing  he  faid 
the  preceding  day  this  bufmefs  was  agitated,  he  profeffed  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct  on  the  27ih  of  July  to  be  the  deareft 
and  warmefl  wifli  of  his  heart.  The  only  qualification  mix- 
ed with  this  earneft  defire  of  the  vice-admiral  was,  that  he 
feared  it  might  prove  of  national  injury,  and  impede  the  pub- 
lic fervice  ;  yet,  in  a  few  days  after,  the  vice  adnrriral,  by  ac- 
cufing  his  principal,  not  by  calling  for  an  inquiry  into  his 
own  condu6i,  caufes  thofe  very  mifchiefs  and  inconvenien- 
cies,  he  affirmed,  he  was  folely  defirous  to  prevent.  Such, 
then,  being  the  true  ftate  of  the  ca(c,  however  eager  fome 
gentlemen  might  be  to  get  rid  of  the  queftion,  by  the  order 
of  the  day,  &c.  he  hoped,  in  vindication  of  his  own  honour 
as  a  proteflional  man,  and  his  confiltency  of  conduft  as  a 
member  of  that  Houfe,  that  the  vice  admiral,  recolleSing  all 
the  circumftances,  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  bring 
himfelf  under  the  efFed  Of  the  amended  motion.  The  only 
objeftion  of  inconveniency,  &c.  no  longer  exifl:ed.  Mr. 
Keepers  trial  put  an  end  to  every  argument  which  could  be 
railed  on  that  ground.  The  fenior  flag  officer,  and  the  thir- 
teen fenior  captains  at  the  port  where  the  court  martial  was 
fixed  to  be  held,  muft  attend  the  trial,  and  decide  on  the  con- 
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duft  of  Mr.  Keppel,  which  circumftanccs  would  give  an 
opportunity  to  the  vice  admiral^  at  the  fame  time,  to  viaai- 
cate  his  charaSer.  The  fame  trial  would  do  for  both  ;  ihe 
inconveniences,  be  they  what  they  may,  would  be  confoli- 
dated  into  one  tranfadion ;  and  the  jufticc  of  the  nation  be 
fatisfied  ;  which,  he  affirmed,  after  what  had  paflfed,  could 
never  be  efTeded,  unlefs  the  vice  admiral  was  brought  to  a 
court  martial. 

The  condufl  of  the  vice  admiral,  fhould  he  refiife  to  dole 
with  this  propofition,  would  feem  to  be  copied  from  what  ap- 

f)eared  in  a  pamphlet  towards  the  cbnclufion  of  the  late  war,  and 
ooked  upon,  at  that  time,  as  the  produftion  of  an  able  lawyer 
ffuppofed  to  mean  Mr.  Wedderburne],  in  which  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  who  commanded  the  Britilh 
cavalry  at  Minden,  inftead  of  demanding  and  infifiing  upon 
an  inquiry  into  his  own  conduct,  on  the  day  of  battle,  had  ac- 
cufed  the  commander  in  chief,  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  the 
difgrace  and  diflbonour,  which  was  the  confequence  of  that 
trial,  would  have  fallen  on  the  Prince,  and  not  upon  the 
noble  Lord. 

Lord  North  faid,  when  he  fat  at  the  admiralty-board,  he  al- 
ways undcrftood  the  powers  of  that  board  were  merely  mini- 
Aerial. 

Mr.  fVelbore  Ellis  faid  the  fame. 

Mr.  Pentoii  faid  the  fame, 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  alfohad  fat  at  the  admiralty- board  for  fomc 
time,  and  the  received  opinion  of  the  admirahy- board  at  that 
time  was,  that  they  had  a  right  to  a(El  difcretionally,  and,  as 
often  as  occafion  occurred,  they  had  always  done  fo,  to  re- 
ceive, in  feme  inflances,  and  rejeft  in  others. 

Sir  JVllliajn  Meredith  condemned  the  condu£l  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pal!iftT,and  exprelTed  hisearncft  defire,  that  Parliament  would 
openly  anddcciiively  interfere  to  prevent  any -inquiry. 

As  to  the  qiieftion  under  difcuffion,  he  remembered  %  par- 
ticular tranfadion  which  happened' while  he  fat  at  the  admi- 
ralty-board, which  was  perfectly  applicable  to  it.  A  com- 
plaint was  made  againft  a  Captain  Clements,  by  an  officer 
aboard  his  own  fliip,  of  embezzling  (lores,  5cc.  The  bo^rd 
did  not  directly  determine  how  to  act.  The  complaint  Jfqeia-r 
ed  to  proceed  from  malice.  At  length,  ilioueh  Sir  Charles 
Saunders  went  away,  and  Mr.  Keppd  fecmed  doubtful  Jiow 
to  act,  he  difmifled  the  complaint ;  the  confequen(je  pLw^ich 
was,  that  the  firft  Lord  [late  Lord  JEgmontJ  ret^rne^.  J^f 
particular  thanks  to  him  and  his  dcceafed  fritnd,  qjlh  tft^  b^<^,- 
priety  of  ihcir  conduct.  *  *     '  Vl 
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Mr.  ^Burke,  after  declaring  his  intention  of  giving  his 
diflenr  fp.  the  amendnient  motion,  entered  into  an  inveiiiga- 
tion  6f  the  propriety  of  the  ..conduct  of  th^  adojiralty-board, 
whichi  he  afSrmed,.  wfts  thie' true  fubftamial  .queftion  before 
the  Howfe,  But  previpus. to  his  argument,  Kefaid,  hemuft 
fay  a  few  wqf'ds  of  the'hon*  adniiral  now  abfent*  He  eihpha* 
tically  aflced,  was  this  the  return  he  met  with,  after  forty  years 
painful  and  laborious  fcrvice,  and  after  being  in  ten  capital 
engagements,  or  important  conflicts,  ixi  cyery  one  of  which  he 
had,  either  as  poffeued  of  the  fole  commimd,  or  acting  in  a 
fubordlnate  character,  acquitted  himfelf  witii  the  higheft  ho- 
nour and  reputation  r  Was  it  aQ  adequate  return  for  a  perlbn 
of  his  rank  and  confequence,  (landing  forth  as  the  favourite, 
felected  champion  of  nis  country,  in  the  moment  of  danger 
and'difficuhy  ?  He  defired  no  return,  hut  that  which  he.  had 
already  earned,  and  was  fure  of  receiving  without  diminutioti ; 
a  return  which  it  was  not  10  Uie  power  of  the  admiralty  to 
bellow,  or  with-hold — an  inward  confcioufnefs  of  having  per- 
formed his  duty  ;  of  having  fleppcd  forward  to  Ihield  his 
country  from  the  ruin  meditated  by  an  infolent  and  ambi- 
tious foe;  followed  by  the.  united  thanks  of  his  fellow -fub- 
jects,  the  gratitude  and  efteem  of  every  good  man  of  every 
party.  Thefe  were  the  motives  which  called  Mr.  Keppel 
out  into  actual  fervice  ;  thefe  were  the  rewards  (and  nobler 
nnd  greater  could  not  hej,  which  he  might  count  upon  re- 
ceiving. 

He  then  entered  into  a  fhort  view  of  the  action  of  the  27th 
of  July.  The  enemy  were  driven  into  their  lurking  hole, 
where  they  remained  in  privacy  and  diflionour,  while  the  Bri- 
tifli  flag  was  borne  triumphant  within  fight  of  their  coalls. 
He  confirmed  his  aflertions,  by  commenting  on  the  account 
of  the  engagements  that  appeared  in  the  French  Gazette, 
which  he  proved  to  confift  ot  an  heap  of  contradictions,  ab- 
furdities,  &c.  and  the  whole  taken  together,  as  public  infor- 
mation by  authority,  compofing  the  veriefl  gafconade  that 
ever  difgraced  the  annals  of  any  country  ; — fuch  as  running 
aW^ay  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  pretending,  that  in  the 
morning  they  found  themfelves  accidentally  at  the  mouth  of 
Bireft  harbour  ;  and  their  abandoning  the  whole  of  their  com- 
merce, in  the  molt  critical  feafon  of  the  year,  to  fall  a  prey  to 
Oil r  privateers  and  letters  of  marque. 

He  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Houfc,  that  the  noble  Lord 
[Mulgrave]  who  nlaintained,  that  the  admiralty-board  could 
otily  z€t  mmifterially,  had  indeed,  in  fact,  (ihpugh  he  prcfuoi- 
cd  not  iatentionally,j  given  up  the  argument. — The  noble 
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Lord's  principal  defence  confided  in  aflferting,  that  when 
charges  were  fpecifically  made,  and  were  of  fufficient  im- 
portance, the  hoard  was  compelled  to  a6t  upon  them^  anil 
to  ilTue  an  order  for  immediate  trial ;  but,  adds  the  noble 
Lord,  if  they  feem  frivolous,  or  the  accufation  is  not  of  fuf- 
ficient importance,  the  board  may,  and  will  rejeft.  Is  not 
this  at  once  fubdituting  difcretion,  for  afting  merely  as  atn 
inftrument  created  by.law  ?  If  the  board  can  deliberate^  ex- 
amine, and  decide  upon  the  nature  of  a  complaint,  by  wh^ 
is  this  difcretionary  power  limited  r  The  noble  Lord  has  faid, 
that  no  fuch  power  is  permitted  or  created  by  the  ilauite.  If 
not,  then  it  muft  have  refided  in  the  board  all  along,  and  the 
board  was  not  diverted  of  it  by  the  ftatute-  Should  the  noble 
Lord  deny  the  latter,  then  his  exception  comes  at  once  to  no- 
thing. The  board  is  not  competent,  in  any  inllancc,  to 
judge;  or,  if  competent,  the  board,  in  every  fuch  a<ii,  exer-' 
cifes  a  difcretionary  power;  the  conclufion  is  clear  eithlsr 
way.  Every  abfurdity,  villainy,  and  evil,  which  malice,  rage, 
or  folly,  can  fuggeft,  is  a  proper  fubjedl  to  be  font  to  be  in- 
quired into  by  a  court-martial,  or  the  admiraltyr board  have 
the  right  contended  for,  that  of  judging  of  the  magnitude, 
extent,  and  probability  of  the  charge  ;  the  circumftanccs 
which  brought  it  into  exiftence,  and  every  other  matter  coft- 
nefled  with  it  which  may  enable  them  to  be  the  means  of 
promoting  general  and  particular  juftice. 

He  finally  proceeded  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  incom- 
petency contended  for  by  the  noble  Lord. 
/  This,  he  obferved,  mutt  be  either  natural  or  artificial; 
that  is,  it  meant  that  the  admiralty-board  never  had  the  dif- 
cretional  power  infifted  upon  ;  or,  having  it,  that  power  was 
taken  away  by  the  ftatute. 

That  it  had  no  natural  incompetency  would,  he  prefumed, 
be  hardly  ail'crted  ferioully  in  debate.  The  claufe  read  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table  proved  it ;  and  the  very  evils  flated  fo 
ably  by  the  noble  Lord,  which  the  ttaiute,  he  faid,  was  purpo/e- 
ly  framed  to  prevent,  was  the  fullett  evidence  that  this  di&re- 
tion  exittcd  previous  to  the  a6l  of  the  22d  of  the  late  King.- 

If  then  the  admiralty-board  was  not  naturally  incompetent, 
it  followed  of  courfe,  that  its  prefent  fiippofcd  incompetency 
muft  have  been  caufed  by  fome  fubfeqncnt  ad  ;  which  could 
be  no  other  than  that  of  the  22d  of  George  II.  fo  often  al- 
luded to. 

Here  then  the  ifi'ue  lay  between  him  and  the  noWe  Lord. 
It  was  brought  upon  its  true  ground,  and  was  narrowed  to 
the  lingle  quellion  ^  has  the  Uaiute  taken  away  the  previous 
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difcretionary  power  exifting  in  the  adtniralty-board  in  every 
inftance  ?  He  contended  it  did  not,  nor  retrained  it. in  a  fingle 
inftance  but  the  one  mentioned.  The  powers  of  the  .board 
remained  the  fame  after  as  before  the  paffing  of  that  aft  ;  if 
ihey  did  not,  in  his  opinion  fuch  was  the  raihnefs  and  haili- 
nefs  of  ihofe  who  now  prefide  at  that  board,  refpecSing  their 
condnft  to  the  hon.  admiral,  that  it  was  highly  jncumbcnt  to 
give  Parliament,  and  the  nation,  the  mod  full  and  fatisfa<3ory 
proofs,  thai  they  could  not  have  aded  oiherwife  than  they 
did  without  a  breach  of  duty;  for  if  this  was  not  complied 
Aviih,  every  evil  and  misfortune  fuch  a  precipitate  conduct 
(he  would  call  it  no  worfe)  might  be  produdive  of,  would  be 
laid  at  their  door. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  allowed  the  force  of  the  laft  gentle- 
man's arguments  as  to  the  natural  competency  of  the  admi- 
ralty ;  hut  met  his  fccond  and  third  queltions  upon  the  ground 
that  the  ftatute  had  altered  the  law. 

In  reply  to  the  military  officers  who  fpoke  in  the  debate, 
he  obierved,  that  the  naval  and  military  eftabiiihments  varied 
moft  eflfentially  in  their  conftitution  ;  that  the  King  was  the 
fole'and  dernier  judge  in  military  affairs,  of  what  was  and  was 
not  fit  to  be  fent  to  a  court  martial  for  inquiry  ;  whereas  his 
Majefty  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  admiralty- board  ; 
he  could  neither,  in  his  own  pcrfon,  promote  or  arreft  any 
proceeding  upon  an  accufation.  There  were  two  modes  in 
which  the  admiralty- board  could  a6t ;  one  was  under  the 
circuinftances  of  the  matter  in  difcudion,  upon  receiving  an 
accufation,  which  he  affirmed  they  were  bound  minillerially 
to  comply  with  ;  the  other,  they  were  vefted  with  a  difcre- 
tionary power,  they  might,  upon  good  apparent  grounds, 
accufe  from  their  own  knowledge,  or  flrong  fufpicions  ;  and, 
as  in  the  other  cafe,  put  the  party  accufed  on  his  trial. 

Much  h^d  been  urged  to  prove  that  the  reftridive  obligation 
on  the  admiralty- board  to  a6l  minifterially,  without  any 
deliberation  or  interpoiitional  difcretion,  was  contrary  to  the 
pervading  principle  of  the  whole  fyllem  of  criminal  junfpru- 
dencc'in  lUis  country,  and  the  operative  power  of  the  coniti- 
tution,  from  v/hich  it  originated  ;  that  our  courts,  in  every 
jnrtance,  had  placed  fome  fpecies  or  other  of  deliberate  power 
between  the  accufed  and  accufer,  analogous  to  a.  grand  jury. 
;This,  he  inUftcd,  wa^  no  fixed  principle  of  either  our 
conftitution  or  our  laws.  There  were  many  inftances  in 
■wj^iih' a*  grand  jury  could  not  intcrpofe,  and  where  it  would 
obdj:<t)fdlly  unneceifaryiand  improper  that^' they  thould  ;  but 
^^ivheiti^ry 'in  U)e^refent  tnftance,  the  admifAHytboajrd  ought 
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to  have  a  power  to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  their  own 
difcretioHy  was  not  the  queition  ;  but  whether  they  were  ac- 
tually invelled  with  it  r  He  was  free  to  maintain  and  prove 
that  they  were  not  ;  confequently  every  argiiment  raifed  up- 
on the  prefumt'd  ability  that  ihey  could,  inltantly  fell  10  the 
ground,  and  vanidied  into  air. 

It  had  been  much   infifted  upon  by  the  hon.  gentlemani 

}  Admiral  Figot  I,  and  by  feveral  other  gentlemen  who  fpoke 
atcr,  that  if  the  board  could  only  afl:  miniflerially,  that  every 
officer,  he  his  rank,  or  ferviccs,  or  reputation  ever  fo  high, 
would  be  llubie  to  be  accufed,  and  publicly  impeached  in 
the  lace  of  his  country  by  the  very  unpleafant  ordeal  of 
a  coiirt  n'.artial.  Tills  argument  had  little  more  weight  than 
the  bil,  for  the  purpofe  in  which  it  was  ufcd  ;  it  clearly  im- 
ported no  more  in  point  of  conclufion  than  merely. this ;  that 
to  avoid  the  mi Tciiiefs  which  ftich  a  reftriSive  power  muft 
permit,  more  liberal  and  extenfive  powers  ought  to  be  vcfted 
in  the  admiralty-board.  But,  as  a  general  principle  aSed* 
ing  individuals  only,  he  did  not  fee  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
navy  ftood  fingle  in  this  iuftance.  Every  profeflional  nian> 
nay  every  man,  be  his  character  ever  fo  nighly  refpe'cted, 
or  his  innocence  ever  fo  evident,  was  liable  not  only  to  fiiffer 
jmder  afpcrfion,  but  to  be  brought  to  trial  for  the  commif- 
.  iion  of  a  crim.e  that  never  entered  into  his  contemplation,  and 
which  his  fuul  abhorred;  and  that  too  without  any  power 
interf>oling  between  the  accufed  and  the  acciifcr.  Such  was 
one  of  the  inevitable  concomitants  of  living  in  focieiy  \  and 
fuch  was  the  happy  diftinction  that  prevailed  in  this  country, 
that  although  every  man  was  liable  to  be  accufed,  no  inno* 
cent  man  was  liable  to  be  puniQied. . 

Mr.  Dunning  clofcd  the  debate.  He  faid,  he  did  not  mean 
to  rife  at  fo  late  an  hour,  had  not  fome  law  pofitions,  of  the 
moftpxtraordinary  texture  and  tendency  he  ever  heard,  within 
or  without  the  walls  of  that  Houfe,  fallen  from  a  learned  and 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  jull  fat  down.  Were  it  not  for 
his  rank  in  his  profefGon,  he  (hould  have  remainedTilent; 
but  a:s  that  circumttance  might  have  a  tendency  to.  impofe 
and  miflea:d  fome  one  auditor  or  other,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  pay  a  little  attention  to  the  argument  of  hisleiuTied  friend. 

It  woukU  he  believed,  be  fufficient  only  to  (late  the  argu* 
ment,  in  order  to  flievv  the  grofs  abfurdity  with  whicl)  it'^yas 
frauglit.  '  "^ 

Tiic  learned  gentlecnan  fet  out  with  defcribing  the  admi- 
ralty-board as  a  piece  of  mere  official  mechanifm,  v^ithout 
any  one  power  or  function  but  what  was  imparted  to  it .  by 
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the  ftatute.     The  learned' gentleman,  taking  this  for  granted,    . 
follows  it  with  another  allertion,  which  we  are  inftructed  to 
giire  credit  to  upon  the  fame-authority.    He  tells  you,  that  the 

?dmirahy-boara  is  thus  mechanized  by  an  act  of  Parliament, 
admire  the  ingenuity  of  the  learned  gentleman.  He  has 
made  one  alTertion  without  proof,  and  expects  that  you  (hould 
believe  his  fecond  ailertioh,  upon  the  modtfi  claim  that  the 
firft  was  irxontrovertibly  edablifhed. 

After  dwelling  feme  time  on  the  ftntcture  of  the  learned 
gentleman's  logic,  he  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  feveral 
parts  of  what  he  called  this  curious  piece  of  mechanifm  ;  and 
the  degree  of  i^mpulfivc  motion  fuppofed  to  be  communicated 
to  it  by  th'e  act  of  Parliament. 

The  accufatiou  is  delivered  to  the  board  ;  the  board  may 
or  may  not  examine  the  charge;  for  if  they  do,  according 
,  to  the  learned  gentleman's  argument,  it  can  be  to  no  man- 
'  ner  of  purpofe,  farther  than  that  of  gratifying  an  idle,  or  be- 
ing punithed  in  their  feelings  by  a  painful  curiofity.  But  ex- 
amine or  not,  be  the  accufation  ever  fo  abfurd,  malicious,  or 
'  improbable^  the  party  accufed  muft  have  immediate  notice 
of  trial.  If  I  have  pufhcd  the  argument  further  than  it  was 
ftatcd,  I  defire  to  be  corrected.  Now,  I  would 'aflc  the  learn- 
ed gentleman,  or  the  noble  Lord  who  has  fo  often  rifen  in 
this  debate,  whether  the  board,  thus  mechanically  reftricted, 
have  in  fact  any  power  at  all  ?  Might  not  any  accufation  be 
as  well  delivered  to  an  inferior  clerk,  or  the  office-keeper,  as 
to  the  board?  The  effect  would  be  equally  the  fame  in  one 
event  as  the  other,  and  the  numerous  evils  arifing  from  fuch 
an  unlimited  licence  to  accufe,  and  fuch  an  uniform  minitte- 
rial  acquiefcence  to  the  pretended  obligation  to  bring  every 
fuch  accufatioTi  into  actual  exiftence,  as  the  fird  m imperial 
ftep  to  immediate  trial,  be  paft  remedy  or  correction,  if  the 
accufation  was  lodged  with  the  fire-lighter,  as  with  the  firft 
coinmifTioners.  After  faying  that  the  board  had  always  a  de- 
liberative and  difcretional  power  to  receive  or  reject,  and  that 
the  act  of  the  22d  of  George  II.  neither  diverted,  curtailed, 
or  altered  that  power,  he  proceeded  to  controvert  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  maintained  by  his  learned  antagonift. 

The  firft,  he  faid,  was  the  pofition,  that  there  were  in- 
ftaiices  in  our  laws,  in  which  no  interpofitional  power  flood 
between  the  accufed  and  the  accufer.  He  defied  the  learned 
gentleman  to  fupport  it  by  a  fingle  cafe  or  example.  If  in  all 
inftances  a  grand  jury  was  not  reforted  to,  there  was  a  dif- 
cretional power  provided  to  anfwer  the  fan^^  end.  Such  w^s 
the  cafe  in  all  criminal  profecutions  by  way  of  information, 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  in  cxVi^otA\tv;3Lt^  c^fe'5>>  "v^t 
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the  fpcedy  furtherance  of  juftice.  There  the  party  accufing 
was  to  come  into  court  fubflantially  on  the  fame  termi  that 
he  would  come  before  a  grand  jury.  He  or  his  counfcl 
mud  ftate  the  grounds  of  his  application  for  juftice  ;  lie  raiift 
give  his  reafons,  and,  before  any  ftep  is  taken  to  adm^ir  -.him 
an  accufer,  notice  by  rule  muft  be.  fervcd  upon  the  opp'ofite 
party  :  after  which  the  parlies  are  heard  face  to  face  upon  the 
merits;  and  the  judges,  after  full  deliberation  in  open  court, 
cither  grant  the  application  made  by  the  accufer,  or,  by  re- 
fufing  it,  fend  him  back  to  the  ordinary  remedy  of  procuring 
jufticq  in  tp.c  courts  of  criminal  jurlfdi6lion. 

As  to  ihc  oilier  extraordinary  argument,  that  every  man, 
profcflional  or  not  profefilonal,  however  innocent  or  refpedl- 
able,  wab  liable  to  be  put  upon  his  trial,  on  the  accufation  of 
the  mod  worililefs  or  profligate  of  his  fpecies  ;  this,  he 
contended,  was  equally  err(  neousand  fallacious  ;  for  he  knew 
of  no  one  1  ingle  inftance,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  cri- 
minal ad),  with  which  a  man  was  charged,  that  fome  povrer 
did  not  interpofe  between  him  and  his  accufer.  What  he 
had  now  mentioned,  was  already  a  full  and  fufficient 
anfwcr ;  he  would,  hovvever,  repeat  it ;  that  no  man  could 
be  put  upon  his  trial,  till  a  bill  was  found  againft  him  by  a 
grand  jury,  or  until  the  accufation  brought  againit  him  was 
deliberated  iipr)n,  either  in  Parliament,  or  the  cotirt  of  King's 
Bench,  and  the  probable  truth  of  the  ch.arge  fully  provedj  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  thofe  to  whom  the  conitituiion  had  dele- 
gated this  difcrelionary  power.  '        • 

He  faid,  he  was  really  afhamed  to  trefpafs  on  the  Houfe 
upon  a  matter  fo  plain  in  itfelf ;  and  he  was  aftonilhed  to  hear 
fuch  abfurdity  obtruded  upon  thcdifcernment  and  good  (enfe 
of  an  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  nothing- but  the  grofs  textiire  of 
the  impofiiion  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  rife  ;  becaufe  the  queftion  was  not  that  proper- 
ly before  the  Houfe  ;  but  if  no  proper  or  further  notice  (hould 
be  taken,  or  explanation  given,  he  meant  to  make  this  tnon- 
ftrous  doftrine  the  feparate  fubjedt  of  fome  future  day  ;  and 
pledged  himfclf  to  prove  that  the  admiralty-board  had  the 
flifcrelional  power  he  now  contended  lor,  and  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate,  had  been  fo  ably  urged  by  fevcral  gentle- 
men on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe. 

Sir  fVilUam  Meredith's  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  after 
which  the  order  of  the  day  was  moved,  and  the  Houfe  adjourn- 
ed to  the  14th, 


December 
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December  14,        * 

:Mr*  Jenkinfin  opened  the  army  eftimates  for  1779.  He  * 
moved  thaJ  the  grniy  (hould  be  augmented  with  14,000  men. 
He  enumerated  the  whole  force  thus:  30,000  for  gp,ards  and 
g&frifons;  39,000  miliiia  and  fencible  men  ;  44,000  Britifli 
in:A,fpcrica,  Gibraltar,  &c. ;  4,000  artillery;  8,000  troops, 
Iriih  cftablifliment,  fcrving  in  America;  24,000  foreign 
troops,  ferving  in  America  and  the  fortrefles  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  and  14,000,  additional  companies;  if  to  thefe  were 
added  78,000  feamen  and  marines  ;  42,000  Europeans  and 
regular  troops  ferving  in  India  ;  6,000  provincials,  and  10,000 
on  the  Irilh  eftablifliment ;  the  whole  force,  in  Britifti  pay, 
would  be  found  to  amount  to  the  almofl  incredible  number 
of  360,000  fighting  men;  a  military  power  confidcrably 
greater  than  had  ever  been  kept  up  in  modern  times,  except 
in  the  mod  flourifhing  period  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 

The  mode  of  augmenting  would,  he  trulled,  be  equally 
fpeedy  and  oeconomic  ;  it  would  caufe  no  new  edablifhment, 
or  bring  after  it  the  burthen  of  half-pay  ;  for  the  augmenta- 
tion was  to  confid  entirely  of  private  men,  who,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  two  full  companies,  were  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  battalion  and  detached  companies,  in  equal  proportions, 
fo  as  to  complete  each  regiment  or  battalion  to  940  men. 

-This  mode  was  to  take  place  immediately  in  all  the  regi- 
ments in  the  fervice,  excepting  thofe  under  the  convention  of 
Saratoga  ;  and  in  them  too,  when  fome  fortunate  event  Ihould 
fci  them  at  liberty.  He  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  he  fliould 
be  able  to  raife  as  many  men  as  would  be  fufficient  to  make 
up  the  e(labli(hment  for  the  enfuing  year,  as  the  recruiting 
icrvice  had  been  attended  wMth  amazing  fuccefs,  more  men 
having  been  enlifted  Jaft  year  than  during  any  of  the  three 
former  years  ;  for,  in  eleven  months  only,  fince  laft  Octo- 
ber, there  had  been  raifed,  including  the  new  corps,  between 
twenty-two  and  twenty-three  thoufand  men. 

GcntrzX  Burgoyne  could  not  reprefsthe  indignation  and  con- 
cern he  felt  at  the  flight  thrown  on  his  army  at  Bofton,  by  ex- 
cepting the  regiments  that  compofe  it  out  of  the  propofed  re- 
gulation :  upwards  of  30  officers  belonging  to  that  corps  were 
then  in  town,  and  having  been  fome  exchanged,  fome  releafed 
under  the  treaty,  they  were  in  the  capacity  of  ferving  their'coun- 
try,  if  adminiltration  did  not  tie  their  hands  by  ihutting  them 
Dut  from  the  common  lot  of  the  rc(l  of  their  brother  officers. 
The  foldiers  at  Boilon  dcferved  the  moft  grateful  treatment 
from  their  country ;  for  however  criminal  their  general  mijght 
have  been,  they  had  done  every  thing  that  could  be  performed 

by 
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by  men  ;  they  had  fought  more  than  once,  and  were  reduced 
to  the  fad  talk  of  furrendei  ing,  only  when  they  were  oppofe4 
by  an  army  fix  times  more  numerous  and  (Irong ;  for  at 
the  time  that  it  was  reported  in  England,  that  he  had  12,000 
regulars  under  his  command,  he  had  not  half  that  number  ; 
and  at  the  time  that  he  capitulated,  he  was  at  the  head  of 
only  3500  efFefiive  men,  and  was  attacked  by  an  army  full 
17,000  ftrong. 

Heaflcnted  to  the  augmentation,  becaufe  we  (hould  want  all 
the  men  we  could  raife ;  but  he  would  not  confent  that  any 
Ihould  be  fent  to  America  10  continue  the  war,  which  he 
declared  that,  taught  and  corredlcd  by  experience,  he  be- 
lieved could  never  br.  terminated  with  fucccfs  on  our  fide. 
He  (hould  be  happy  to  hear  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  to 
continue  in  the  command  of  the  army  ;  but  as  it  was  report- 
ed that  he  was  returning  hoii>e,  for  not  having  been  properly 
reinforced,  it  was  proper  to  know,  before  we  voted  an  army 
for  America,  who  was  the  perfon  to  command  it  ;  and  alfo, 
who  was  the  minifter  who  was  to  have  the  dircdion  of  the 
war;  for,  under  the  pre  fent  American  fecretary,  no  fuccefs 
was  to  be  expe6led.  He  then  mentioned  the  private  letter 
which  Lord  George  Germaine  had  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and 
which,  it  was  faid,  had  flipt  into  the  bag  without  the  know- 
'  ledge  of  his  Lordfhip ;  and  wiihed  fincerely  that  the  whole 
of  his  private  cbrrefpondence  was  laid  before  the  Houfe,  that 
a  fair  inquiry  might  take  place  into  his  condudl,  and  that  of 
the  noble  Lord,  during  the  campaign  of  the  northern  ex- 
pedition. 

Mr.  Jenkinjon  declared  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  intentioii 
of  throwing  a  flight  on  the  army  at  Bofton  ;  his  only  motive 
for  leaving  the  regiments  that  compofe  it  out  of  the  regula- 
tion propofed,  until  they  (hall  have  been  releafed,  was,  tfiat 
the  public  money  which  (hould  come  to  their  (hare  for  raif* 
ing  recruits,  (hould  not  be  raifed  at  that  time,  when  it  muft 
remain  ufelefs  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaller  general,  as  no  re- 
cruits could  be  fent  to  them  in  their  prefent  lituation. 

Lord  George  Germaine  faid,  he  was  forry  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's conftant  digrcflion  from  the  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfe,  to  his  own  perfonal  concerns,  made  it  neceffary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  committee  upon  a  fubjcdl  foreign  to  the 
queftion  on  the  table.  When  the  papers  relative  to  the 
northern  expedition  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  he  really  did 
not  know  that  the  letter,  called  by  the  hon.  general  a  pri- 
vate letter,  had  been  among  them ;  and  yet  he  would  fay, 
that,  if  he  had  known,  he  probably  would  not  haVe  laid  it 

afide. 
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afldej  as  h^  deemed  it  an  Inftrument  more  of  a  public  than 
a  private  nature;  and  if  the  Houfe  (hould  think  proper  to 
.  h^ye  the  whole  of  the  correfpondence  brought  before  them, 
'  be  would  not  have  the  leaft  objedtion  to  the  meafure.  With 
regard  to  the  perfon  who  was  to  have  the  command  of  the 
army  in  America,  he  Jcnew  of  no  other  than  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton ;  nor  had  that  officer  defired  to  be  re-called  indifeuft,  for 
want  of  reinforcement  ;  on  the  contrary,  in  his  laft  letter, 
in  which  he  aiked  leave  to  return,,  he  faid  his  aid  de  camp 
would  explain  his  motive  for  it,  which  was,  that  he  wifhed 
to  (late  his  ideas  of  the  future  conduS  of  the  war  in  perfon  ; 
and  that  if  leave  ihopld  be  granted  him  to  come  to  England, 
he  would,  be  ready  to  return  to  his  army  in  a  week  after  he 
fhould  have  conferred  with  adminiftration.  With  regard  to 
his  continuance  in  office,  the  very  moment  he  coulu  learn 
that  the  Houfe  wilhed  to  fee  him  retire,  he  would  lay  down, 
his  employments.with  pleafure  ;  and  if  the  hon.  general  could 
find  a  pleafure  in  feeing  him  refign,  he  Ihould  certainly  have 
that  pleafure,  if  the  army  now  in  America  ihould  be  ordered 
to  abandon  it.  As  to  reinforcements  which  gentlemen  ap- 
prehended were  to  be  fent  to  America,  he  knew  of  none ; 
none  were  ordered  for  that  fervice,  except  the  recruits,  which 
were  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  of  the  regiments. 

Lord  Adam  Garden  approved  of  the.  plan  for  completing  the 

.  regiments  ;  but  wiflied  to  learn  how   minifters  intended  to 

raife  the  men  \  for  the  country  had  been  already  fo  drained, 

that  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a   very  difficult  matter   to 

raife  the  additional  14,000. 

Mr.  Fox  wasagainft  purfuing  the  war  in  America,  He 
believed  there  was  a  fatality  in  the  American  war  which  cor- 
refponded  with  that  of  Xerxes  againft  Greece.  Lord  North 
he  compared  to  the  minilter  of  that  Prince,  who  vindicating 
himfelf,  might  have  faid,  I  promifed  to  buUd  a  bridge  over 
the  Hellefpont ;  I  built  it :  I  promifed  to  fail  through  Mount 
Athos  ;  I  failed  through  it :  I  prpmifed  to  fupply  your  army 
with  all  neceflaries  J  I  performed  my  promife :  and  yet  the 
whole  army,  of  near  two  millions  of  men,  mouldered  away  ; 
P^fia  was  ftri£ped  qf  its  inhabitants,  and  its  rcfources  ex- 
'hauftedj  and  Greece,  notwilhllandirig,  maintained  its  inde- 
,  pendence.  Theaftpy  in  America  was  a  weight  on  the  nation, 
as  it  could  do  nothing  there  for  the  public  good,  where  the 
'people  were  fo  firm  in  Tupport  of  the  n(Jw  government ;  but 
l.£thc  troops  were,  wiihclrawjn,  and  fent  upon  an  expedition 
againft  Xomd:part  of.^he  dominions  pf  France,  we  Ihould  reap 
iippqrti^Tit  advantages  from  their  operation,  even  towz^rds  the 
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rcduftion  of  America,  which  he  contended  was  not  to  be  con- 
quered but  in  France.  He  pofitively  charged  adminiftration 
with  having  fown  divifions  in  the  fleet,  by  bringing  a  profecu- 
tion  againffa  man  they  knew  to  be  innocent,  on  a  charge  the 
mod  frivolous  and  unjuft.  While  he  was  up,  he  faid,  he 
could  not  help  adverting  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord  in  a  former  debate  ;  becaufe  it  militated  fo  improperly 
againft  the  conftitutional  principles  of  this  country,  and  by 
which  he  feemed  to  (belter  himfclf  behind  the  throne  ;.  throw- 
ing all  blame  from  himfelf  as  minifter,  on  the  fovereign,  as  his 
tnafter  and  diredlor ;  and  infinuating,  what  cannot  confti- 
tutionally  exift  in  this  country,  that  the  King  was  his  own 
unadvifcd  minifter.  He  reprobated  this  language,  as  it  pre- 
cluded and  concluded  all  debate.  No  member  in  that  Houfc 
could,  after  fuch  an  expreflion,  charge  the  minifter  with  any 
blunder,  guilt,  or  inattention  whatever,  tior  impeach  any 
nieafure,  however  ruinous,  dangerous  and  abfurd. 

Gov ti nor  jtohn/io?ie  faid,  he  faw  no  difference  between  with- 
drawing the  army,  and  acknowleding  the  independence  of 
America;  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  ftep  could  not  but  be 
obvious  to  every  gentleman  :  Nova«Scotia  muft  be  attacked, 
Newfoundland  invaded,  Florida  over-run,  and  Canada  be- 
come fubjedl  to  the  Congrefs  :  the  Weft  Indies  could  be  of 
no  ufe  to  us  ;  as  the  trade  from  the  iflands  being  obliged  to 
pafs  through  the  Gulph  of  Floiiria,  for  fear  of  the  French  at 
Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  the  Gibraltar  of  the  Weft  Indies,  muft 
be  expofed  to  and  dcftroyed  by  the  American  privateers,  if  we 
had  no  port  or  fleet  there  to  protect  it.  Another  reafon  for 
not  withdrawing  the  army  was,  that  the  new  governors  of 
America,  freed  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  Englifti,  would 
turn  their  minds  towards  (trcngihening  their  government, 
which  at  prefent  is  rather  in  a  tottering  fituation  ;  for  he  would 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  affedtions  of  the  people  had  been 
greatly  weaned  from  Congrefs,  from  the  moment  that  body 
had  altered  the  form  of  tht^ir  new  conftitution  ;  the  abjuration 
oath  impofed  on  all  eledlors  in  the  colonies  was  ftretching  a 
prerogative  which  the  people  had  never  imparted  or  fandified  ; 
and  fo  great  was  the  difcontent  in  the  province  of  Penfylvania, 
that  out  of  32,ccfo  ele£iors  who  voted  for  the  firft  Congrefs,  only 
fix  hundred  and  odd  had  taken  the  abjuration  oath,  to  quali- 
fy them  to  vote  for  another  Congrefs.  In  the  province  of 
New  England,  the  whigs  and  tories  were  fo  nearly  equal  in 
the  provincial  aflembly,  that  the  .whigs  had  only  a  majoiity 
of  two ;  if  the  army,  which  v^  as  to  fupport  thule  who  might 
avow  their  diflike  of  the  ruling  powers,  was  to  be  withdrawn, 
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the  diffatisfied,  finding  themfelves.  abandoned  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, would  fiibmit  to  the  armed  tyranny  of  the  Congrefs, 
vvhichtby  military  force  and  fear,  would  eftablifli  their  domi- 
nion fo  firmly  over  the  continent,  that  nothing  afterwards 
could  (hake  it.  The  reduftion  of  America^  he  maintainedf 
had  never  been  impra£lii:able  ;  and  the  force  fent  out  to  tSeSt 
it  had  been  equal  to  the  undertakingy  if  it  had  been  properly 
managed.  He  did  not  know  to  whom  he  fhould  attribute 
the  planning  of  the  fouthern  expeditioui  whether  to  the  mini- 
fler  or  the  general ;  but  to  that  expedition,  and  the  evacuation 
afterwards  of  Philadelphia,  he  fet  down  the  ruin  of  General 
BuFgoyne's  army,  and  our  failure  of  fuccefs.  He  differed  too 
from  that  officer  in  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  he  had  had  to 
engage  :  previous  to  the  affair  of  Bennington  the  numbers  had 
been  nearly  equal;  nor  would  he  in  all  probability  have  had 
an  army  of  17,000  men  to  fight  at  Still  Water,  which  brought 
on  the  Saratoga  convention,  if  the  rebels  had  not  been  en- 
couraged by  their  fuccefs  at  Bennington,  and  by  the  news  of 
the  fouthern  expedition,  which  freed  them  from  their  alarms. 
As  to  an  invafion  of  France,  the  gentlemen  then  in  the 
Houfe  who  had  been  on  the  expedition  againft  St.  Cas,  could 
befl  judge  of  the  probability  of  fuccefs  iu  fuch  an  under*- 
taking.  An  invafion  of  the  French  Weft  .Indies  would  be 
attended  with  little  more  fuccefs.  Hifpaniola  was  fo  ftrong 
that  twenty  thoufand  men  could  not  poflibly  reduce  it ;  the 
conteft  was  now  widely  different  from  what  it  was  with 
France  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  ;  for  then  we  were 
entirely  matters  of  the  lea,  whereas  at  prefcnt  the  dominion 
of  that  element  was  difputed  by  France.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  could  not  but  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  war  ought  to 
be  profecutcd  in  America  ;  that  it  was  not  impofliblc  to  ter- 
minate it  with  fuccefs;  that  this  country  had  refources  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  purpofe ;  and  that  to  withdraw  the  forces  from 
America  was  nothing  elfe  than  giving  up  that  independency 
for  which  we  had  been  contending  for  fo  many  years* 

He  agreed,  hefaid,  with  thehon.  gentleman,  [General  Bur- 
goyne,J  that  no  vexy  fanguine  hopes  were  to  be  entertained  of 
fuccefs  in  the  American  war,  whilft  the  prefent  fecretary  had 
the  diredion  of  it.  He  could  not,  however,  but  do  the  noble 
Lord  the  juflice  to  fay,  that  the  hon*  general  had  but  little 
ground  of  complaint  againft  his  Lordfhip,  for  his  army  had 
been  moft  amply  fupplied  with  every  thing  neceflary  for  the 
expedition.  As  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  a  favourite  with  the 
hon.  general,  he  might  reft  afTgred,  that  no  barbarities  would 
be  committed  in  America  while  that  commander  had  the  di- 
rection 
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reflion  of  the  army,  and  that  no  fyftem  of  cruelty  had  been 
intended  by  the  commiflioners,  when  they  publi(hed  their  pro- 
clamation, as  that  inllrument  feems  to  have  been  figned  by 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  a  man,  in  whom  bravery  and  humanity 
are  fo  blended,  that  it  was  difficult  to  determine  for  which 
virtue  he  was  moft  confpicuous. 

General  Burgoyne  admitted  that,  in  that  particular,  the  noble 
Lord  bad  certainly  done  his  duty.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  had 
punfiually  fulfilled  his  Lordfliip's  orders,  except  in  fome  in- 
ilances,  fuch  as  the  Canadian  fupplies,  which,  from  (he  na- 
ture of  the  fcrvice,  and  the  circumdances  of  time,  it  had  been 
impoffible  to  furnifh  in  the  manner  defired.  All  he  meant 
to  fay  againft  the  American  fccretary  was,  that  he  had  not 
given  him  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to  fight  what  was 
then  called  a  contemptible  enemy  ;  but  which,  to  his  difap- 

S ointment,  he  had  found  ntiod:  formidable  ^  and  his  own  army 
ad  never  confifted  of  more  than  half  the  regular  force,  which 
it  had  l)een  faid  in  that  Houfe,  he  was  at  the  head  of,  and 
which  pa0ed  uncontradided  by  the  minider. 

I/Ord  //w/e-applaudcd  the  willingnefs  of  the  noble  Lord 
to  meet  an  inquiry,  relative  to  bis  (hare  in  the  northern  ex- 
peditipD  J  and  hop^,  that  as  the  papers  refpeding  that  part" 
of  the  fervice,  in  which  himfclf  and  the  late  commander  in 
chief  were  engaged,  would  certainly  be  moved  for  after  the 
holidays,  the  noble  Lord  would  be.  no  lefs  forward  fo 
fUpd^an  inquiry.  It  was  proper  that  he  (hould  hav^  this 
tioHily  {iotice,  that  he  might  come  thoroughly  prepared,  and 
not  be  takea  unawares.  He  added,  that  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  department  fometimes  aded  on 
his  own  account ;  for  his  Lordftiip  had  figned  the  order  fcnt  to 
New  York,,  allowing  the  people  there  to  fit  out  privateers  and 
l^UCr3  pf  marque,  which  tended  to  difmantle  the  fleet,  and  • 
render.it  inferior  to  that  of  France.  He  had  therefore  every 
reafbn  to  hope,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  at  leaft  acknow- 
ledge h^felf  to  be  the  author  of  that  meafure. 

Ml*.  FoXf  in  reply  to  Governor  Jobnftone,  faid,  he  never 
poioted,at  Old  France,  nor  her  Eaft  or  Weft  India  poflef- 
Hons  iQ  particular;  all  he  meant  to  fay  was,  that  It  was  im- 
pp(nb)e  that  in  her  wide  extended  dominions,  France  (hould 
be  inyiilnerable  in  evory  part;  where  (he  was  leaft  fo,  was  the 
biufin^fs  of  adminiftration  todifcover.  One  thmg  he  would 
point  OuJ,  and  againft  which  we  (hould  direA  all  our  force, 
the-  navy  of  France :  in  the  deftrudion  of  her  marine  we 
might  fee  fome  hope  of  recovering  America  ;  but  while  our 
army  remained  in  that  country,  we  were  to  expect  nothing 
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from  its  operations.  On  the  continent  of  Europe,  it  might 
be  employed  ;  there  we  might  contend  with  France,  in  a  man- 
ner that  would  make  her  feel  that  her  own  confequence  was 
at  (lake.  But  the  old  whig  fyftem  of  alliances  on  the  conti- 
nent had  been  given  up,  and  we  were  left  to  fight  all  our 
battles  by  ourfelves.  If  thefe  alliances  were  rehcwed,  France 
might  then  be  taught  that  ralhnefs,  not  prudence,  had  made  her 
enter  into  the  American  confederacy-  America  might  then 
be  confidered  as  a  miflrefs  for  whom.  France  and  England  were 
contending,  and  was  to  be  won  by  the  braveft.  America,  he 
faid,  might  be  won  in  Europe,  while  England  might  be 
ruined  in  America. 

He  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  conduft  of  America,  but 
would  not  give  his  opinion  either  way ;  for  he  was  not  now 
equally  clear  as  laft  year,  becaufe,  in  the  prefent  (late  of  our 
affairs,  it  would  tend  to  Gnk  our  reputation,  to  make  a  ten* 
dcr  of  what  would  be  treated  with  Icorn  and  contempt.  The 
French  treaty  had  deprived  us  of  the  advantages,  and  acknow- 
ledgment of  American  ixzdependence  might  have  bxx>i>ght  af^ 
ter  it.  Upon  the  whole,  he  could  not  but  condemn  the  folly 
of  carrying  on  the  war  in  Atnericay  with  a  fmaller  number 
of  men,  when  a  greater  had  failed  t6  attain  the  defired  objeftyi 
that  of  American  fubjugation. 

Sir  lyilliam  Howe  ^tong]y  urged  thcneceflity  of  an  inquiry 
into  his  condu£l.  An  hon.  gentleman  [Governor  Johnftonej 
had  afTerted,  that  the  fouthern  expedition  had  been  the  chief 
caufe  of  all  the  fubfequent  difafters ;  he  hoped  that  the  hoti^' 
gentleman  would  be  one  who  would  give  his  vote  for  -an  in*' 
quiry  how  that  meafure  came  to  be  adopted.     Such  an  in- 

Juiry  wa&an  ad  of  juRice  to  the  nation,  and  to  the  indivi-' 
uals  eoncerned  ;  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  declaring^ 
his  expedation,  that  an  inauiry  into  the  fouthern  expedition 
would  be  one  of  the  firft  fubjeds  of^  public  difcuffion,  imme- 
diately after  the  Chriftmas  recefs.  • 

Lord  George  Germaine  rofe  in  reply  ta  what  had  fallen  flohl 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  [Mr.  Fox>]'and 
declared,  however  inadvertently  or  contrary  to  the  order  And: 
rules  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  mentioned  a  Great  Perfoh^eV'in 
a  foritier  debate,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  fculk  behind'  t))d^ 
,  tlirone,  but  fairly  to  come  forward  ^nd  ilar^  forth  ^efp&ffu' 
fible  for  his  conduid:  at  the  fame  time  repeating  wK^4ifeffliiff 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  alluded. to,  that  wh^t^ve¥%eiUKL' 
da^e,.  was  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  othi^r  by^Ffich^^ 
of  adminiftaUon..  •   .     .!  w  *- :^^l  :?;:> 

He 
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He  was  forry  that  the  Houfe  (hould  have  indulged  gentle- 
men with  this  liccntionfnefs  in  debate,  and  permit  them  to 
deviate  from  the  old  parliamentary  rule«5,  never  to  mention 
what jpaffed  upon  a  former  occafion.  The  reafon  of  the  rule 
was  founded  in  good  fenfe  and  jufiicc  ;  bccaufe,  if  any  thing 
improper  was  faid,  an  explanation  being  immediately  de- 
manded, and  the  perfons  called  to  order^  the  matter  being 
frefti  in  his  memoiy,  he  would  be  at  liberty  cither  to  ac- 
knowledge his  error,  or  to  explain  his  real  meaning.  Matters 
of  this  kind  (hould  never  be  deferred,  becaufc,  when  deferred 
to  perhaps  a  diftant  day,  the  memory  could  not  retain  the  pre- 
cife  words   that  had  been  fpoken. 

If  he  had  faid,  that  he  iranfmitted  orders  he  had  received 
from  his  Majelly,  he  believed  he  added,  that  he  had  given  his 
advice  upon  the  uifpatches  before  they  were  made  out  ;  and 
of  courle,  had  made  himfelf  to  a  certain  degree  and  intent 
rcfponlible  with  others  for  that  advice. 

He  was  as  ready  to  meet  an  inquiry,  as  cither  the  noble 
Lord  or  late  commander  in  chief,  who  both  ferved  in  Anieri- 
ca  ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to  move  for  one,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  would  be  indecent  and  improper  in  him  to  (land  in  the  place 
of  an  accufcr  of  others,  when  he  had  heard  it  fo  often  al- 
ledged  by  fome  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  failure  ot 
fiiccefs  in  the  American  war  was  folely  imputable  u>  him  ; 
but  if  any  gentleman  on  either  fide  of  the  Houfe  would  make 
a  motion  for  that  purpofe,  he  pledged  himfcli  to  that  Houfe, 
and  all  the  parties  concerned,  that  it  (hould  meet  with  his 
hearty  concurrence. 

Mr.  Ellis  faid,  there  was  a  magnanimity  in  this  country, 
and  fufficient  refources  to  enable  her,  by  a  proper  exertion  of 
the  one,  and  a  proper  application  of  the  other,  to  extricate 
herfelf  from  all  her  difficulties,  and  to  put  an  honourable 
termination  to  a  war  founded  upon  the  ftrongeft  necelliiy  ;  a 
war  which  could  no  otherwife  be  concluded,  with  any  prof- 
peft  of  regard  to  the  reputation  and  intcreft  of  Great  Britain, 
than  by  vigoroufly  oppofing  the  united  powers  of  the  rebelli- 
ous Americans,  and  the  treacherous  French.  Much  had  been 
faid  about  withdrawing  the  army  from  America.  Some  gen- 
tlemen were  for  it,  but  he  was  not.  Much  had  alfo  been  faid 
about  acknowledging  the  independence  of  An:erica ;  am-  even 
this  meafure  had  its  advocates  ;  but  he  v\as  not  one  of  them. 
He  would  never  acknowledge  the  inde])endence  ;  and  he 
thought  the  firft  meafure  included  the  lall,  which  was  his 
great  objeflion  to  it.     To  acknowledge  the  ijid^  pcndcnce  of 
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America,  hoveever  palliated  by  expreflions  of  prudence  and 
policy,  was,  in  bis  opinion,  weakydifgraceful,  and  dangerous* 
Mr.  Burrell  faid,  he  was  far  from  acknowledging, , even 
werethe  fadltrue,  that  becaufe  a  large  army,  ill-managed,  had 
failed  to  conquer  America  when  in  her  powerful  ftate,  that 
a  lefs  force,  well-direQed,  might   not  be  fuccefsful  when 
America  was  much  weakened.     He  faid,/  that  the  two  pro- 
pofitions  of  withdrawing  our  fleets  and  armies,  or  acknow^ 
kdging  the  independency  of  America,  were  in  efffciSl  the  fame. 
And  alter  having  contended  that  the  prclTure  of  political  af- 
fairs required   the   grcatcft  exertions  that  this  country  was 
able  to  make,  adverted  to  what  had  been  faid,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  relative  to  the  court-martial  ordered  to  be  held 
on  thecondudof  Admiral  Keppel ;  declaring,   he.fliould  be 
as  willing  as  any  other  gentleman  to  join  in  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  to  bcftow  every  mark  of  honour  on  the  condu£t  of 
the  honourable  admiral,  whofe  reputation  was  defervedly  great ; 
but  that  the  charge  ailedged  againft  him  was  of  fo  ferious  a 
nature,  that  attempting  to  interfere,  and  to.  take  the  bufinefs 
out  of  the  hands  in  which  it  was  at  prefent  placed^  might  ra- 
ther tend  to  prejudice  the  admiral's  fame  ;  and,  by  depriving 
him  of  the  opportunity  of  proving  his  innocence,  confirm 
that  (tigma,  which   it  was  (o   much  his  intcrefl,  and  he  was 
fure  fo  much  the  objed  of  his  heart,  to  remove  in  the  moll 
eiFe£lual  manner. 

Mr.  Burke  declared  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  ]a(l 
but  one,  had  addrefTed  himfelf  chiefly  to  the  paflions  of  the 
Uoufe  ;  this  he  thought  a  very  improper  moment  for  fuchan 
addreis  ;  he  wifhed  to  ipeak  to  the  good  fenfe  and  reafon  of 
thafe  who  heard  him.  It  was  an  eaiy  thing,  and  to  the  ears 
of  moil  Englifhmen,  a  >ory  fatisfadory  one,  to  boaft  of  tfie 
mag^ianimity  and  the  fpirit  of  this  country.  Such  arguments 
caught  the  paflions,  and  while  they  pro\'ed  nothing,  tende<^  to 
lead  aftr^y  the  judgment  and  bewilder  the  fcnfes.  Until  it  was 
tmde  evident  to  hisunderftanding,  that  with  thirty  millions  of 
debt,  which  we  had  incurred  by  the  American  war,  we  were 
richer  than  before,  and  until  he  was  convinced  that  we  could  do 
marc  with  a  fmall  force  than  we  had  been  able  to  effe^  with 
a  large  army, the  befl  appointed  that  the  world  had  ever  feen, 
he  would  not  agree  that  this  was  a  moment  for  us  to  adopt 
a  purfuit  of  the  fame  fyflem  which  had  put  us  in  fuch  peril, 
or  to  continue  a  war  in  America,  where  all  our  fchemes  of 
conqueft  had  been  defeated,,  and  where  fo  much  of  our  trea- 
fure,  and  fo  much  of  our  national  force,  had  been  facrific<;id 
Vol.  X.  M  and 


i6i  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1778: 

and  thrown  away.  He  contended^  that  great  as  our  refources 
might  be,  it  was  the  certain  way  to  exhauft  them  altogethery 
to  apply  them  to  the  furtherance  of  a  defi^,  which  expe- 
rience ought  lone  fmce  to  have  taught  us^  it  was  impoibole 
for  us  to  accomplifli. 

With  regard  to  avowing  the  independency  of  America^ 
gentlemen  looked  at  the  pofition  in  a  wrong  point  of  view^ 
smd  talked  of  it  merely  as  a  matter  of  choice,  when  in  faft 
It  was  now  become  a  matter  of  neceflitj.  It  was,  in  this  lat- 
ter light  only  that  he  regarded  it,  in  this  latter  light  only  that 
he  maintained  that  it  was  incumbent  on  Great  witaia  to  ac- 
knowledge it  diredly.  On  the  day  that  he  fird  heard  of  the 
American  dates  having  claimed  independency,  it  made  him 
fick  at  heart ;  it  (truck  him  to  the  foul,  becaufe  he  (aw  it 
was  a  claim  eflentially  injurious  to  this  country,  and  a  daioa 
which  Great  Britain  could  never  get  rid  of.  Never !  Never  | 
Never !  It  was  not  therefore  to  be  thought  that  he  wiflied 
for  the  independency  of  America.  Far  from  it.  He  felt  it  as 
a  circumdance  exceedingly  detrimental  to  the  fame,  and  ex- 
ceedingly detrimental  to  the  intereft  of  his  country.  But  when, 
by  a  wrong  management  of  the  cards,  a  gamefler  had  loft. 
much,  it  was  right  for  him  to  make  the  moft  of  the  game 
as  it  then  (lood,  and  to  take  care  that  he  did  not  lofe  more. 
This  was  our  cafe  at  prcfent,  the  ftake  already  gone  was  ma- 
terial, but  the  very  exiftence  of  our  empire  was  more,  and 
we  were  now  madly  putting  that  to  the  rifque.  The  arcu-  ' 
mcnt  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  other  words  this : 
**  I  have  loft  my  Lincouiftiire  eftate — I  have  loft  my  coal- 
mines in  Northumberland,  and  my  tin-mines  in  Cornwall^ 
but  I  have  ftill  left  Goofe  Common  and  a  duck-decoy,  and  I 
have  great  magnanimity."  It  was  ^xa£lly  the  language  held 
by  thofe  who  had  gained  the  eftates  of  minors  by  dice  and 
hazard.  "  You  loft  your  eftate  at  the  gaming  table — Go 
there  again  ;  there  it  is  that  vou  muft  look  for  another  eftate!" 

He  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  Governor  JohnftonCf 
relative  to  the  folly  of  giving  up  the  independency  of  America, 
and  the  ftill  remaining  power  of  this  country  to  conquer  and 
recover  her.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  declared,  that  the. 
majority  of  the  people  of  America  were  ftill  at  heart  the  friends 
of  this  country  ;  that  they  longed  moft  ardently  to  avow  thifir. 
fentiments  of  loyalty,  and  return  to  tlieir  allegiance.  The 
hen.  gentleman  had  fa  id  further,  that  the  Congrefs  were.npt 
chofeii  by  the  united  voices  of  the  people  of  America  ;  that 
they  held  their  fiiuation  by  force,  and  that  their  tyranny  wis 
intolerable  ^  and  the  hon.  gentleman  had  menlioaedj^  that  the 
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vote  of  independency  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  only ; 
and  that  in  the  province  of  Penfylvania  where  he  was,  there 
lie  was  Aire  we  had. 30^000  friends.  If  thefe  things  werefo, 
how  happened  it,  that  when  we  had  at  Philadelphia  an  army, 
the  fineft  evfer  feen,  of  18,000  men,  to  fupport  the  30,000 
provincials,  who  wiflied  fo  well  to  Great  JSritain,  that  the 
30,000  did  not  avow  their  loyalty  to  Great  Britain,  and  did  not 
aeny  the  authority  of  the  600  tyrants  who  formed  the  monftec 
called  Congrefs,  which  held  them  in  fuch  oppreflive  fuWec- 
tion  ;  if  30,000  dare  not  oppofe  the  ufurped  power  of  Con- 
grefs, with  fuch  a  powerful  fupport  at  their  back,  was  it  like- 
ly that  they  (hould  hereafter  do  it,  when  we  were  not  in  the 
heart  of  them  ?  The  hon.  gentleman  had  alfo  faid,  that  in 
Maflachuflet's  Bay,  which  was  originally  the  centre  of  op- 

Eofition  to  Great  Britain,  as  it  was  the  head  quarters  of  /e- 
ellion,  the  people  were  divided  into  powerful  faction,  equal- 
ly conducive  and  promifing  to  the  intereftsof  this  country; 
one  party  oppofing  Congrels  generally,  and  the  other  oppof- 
ing  Congreis  particularly,  on  account  of  the  alliance  they  had 
made  with  France.  Surely,  if  this  had  been  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman dated,  his  Majeily's  commiflioners  would  have  been 
more  fuccefsful.  The  proposals  they  had  made  were  fuffi-* 
ciently  humiliating  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  fuiSSciently 
advantageous  on  the  part  of  America. 

After  dwelling  for  fome  time  on  the  argument  he  had  beea 
now  commenting  on,  he  turned  to  the  Tubject  of  refburce. 
Enterprize  and  Ipirit,  he  obfcrved,  were  good  qualities  in  the 
field,  but  bad  ones  in  the  cabinet.  Prudence  and  a  calm  review 
of  the  financial  powers  of  a  country,  were  the  firft  objects  of 
a  itatefman.  It  was  a  mad  appeal  to  the  paflions  of  a  peo- 
ple, whofe  refources  were  vifibly  decaying,  that  would  carry 
them  through  where  almoft  every  thing  depended  upon  the  real 
linews  of  war — men  and  money.  He  proceeded  to  fhew, 
that  we  had  exhaufted  thirty  millions  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
war  hitherto ;  that  we  (hould  have  occafion  for  nine  mil- 
lions for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  ;  and  that  we  had  al- 
ready voted  a  land-tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound.  He 
compared  this  with  the  financial  fituaiion  of  France,  intro- 
ducing the  conduct  of  Monf.  Neckar,  and  the  words  of  the 
edict  lately  regiftered  by  the  Parliament  of  Paris ;  from  which 
it  was  evident,  that  France,  to  put  her  navy  on  a  refpectable 
footing,  only  wanted  8oo,oool.  and  that  fhe  could  raife 
that  fum  with  the  greateft  eafe,  and  without  impofing  any 
new  tax  upon  her  fubjects.  He  compared  the  different  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  the  different  objects  of  at-. 
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fention,  in  the  eyies  of  each,  giving  Frahce  the  credit  and  ad* 
vantage  greatly^  both  in  point  of  po^er  and  finance,  and  wit 
dom  of  application  to  her  rcfouix:es ;  deducing  from  his  argu- 
ments on  this  point  an  inference,  that  by  going  on  with  the 
American  war,  we  were  adually  endeavouring  to  invert  the 
order  of  natnre,  to  change  France  into  ah  ifland,  and  toxta^ 
der  Great  Britain  continental,  by  fiiffering  the  former  to  ac* 
quire  a  great  naval  (Irength,  while  we  are  eftabiilhing  a  lar^- 
military  force.  In  the  cburfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  entered  into 
an  anvple  inveftigation  of  the  propriety  of  America's  joining 
with  France,  and  contended,  tnat  m  all  ages  and  in  all  'coun- 
tries, it  was  perfedlly  natural  for  revolted  fubjefts  to  form 
an  alliance  with  that  power  known  to  be  mod  inimical  tb 
the  fta'te,  from  whofe  fupremacy  they  had  withdrawn,  and 
to  whom  the  deftruflion  of  the  iritereft  of  the  former  partftat 
ftate  was  obvioufly  a  matter  of  defirable  advantage ;  provii^ 
his  arguments  on  this  head,  by  enumerating  from  hiftory  a 
variety  of  inftances  in  its  fupport.  He  particularly  mentioned 
the  interference  of  Great  Britain  to  preferve  the  Low  Coun- 
tries from  falling  into  the  hands  of  France,  and  to  fecure 
them  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  ;ind  juftified  both  France  and 
■America  for  their  conduft  in  this  reiped,  on  the  broad  ground 
of  pciltcy;  cxpreffing  his  aftonifhment,  that  any  fetofmen 
fliouid  be  fo  weak  as  to  talk  either  of  the  treachery  of  France  or 
the  ingratitude  of  America,  when  they  confidered  that  Ame- 
rica rook  tliis  ftep  after  (he  had  been  forced  into  independency ; 
and  that  Frar.ce  acceded  to  it,  when  (he  faw  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  failed  in  her  efforts  to  conquer  the  United  States, 
arid  when  (lie  had  fuch  extenfive  and  lucrative  offers  made  ' 
her  by  the  Americans,  provided  (he  would  aflift  them  in  their 
iBndeavours  toeitablifti  their  independency. 

He  co^icludcd,  with  urging  minifters  to  attack  France. 
formidably ;  to  vote,  if  they  could  procure  the  men,  a  ftill 
larger  number  than  thofe  moved  for  by  the  right  hon,  mem^ 
bcr  ;  but  to  employ  them  in  any  other  fervice  than  againft 
America. 

Governor  Johvftone^  to  explain,  declared  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  either  miftaken  or  mifrcpre- 
lented  what  he  had  faid.  With  regard  to  his  aflertion,  that  a 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  PennfylvaniaandofNew 
England  were  heartily  tired  of  the  tyranny  of  the  Congrefs, 
and  wi(hed  moft  ardently  to  (liakc  off  the  yoke  of  their  new 
mailers,  he  repeated  it,  and  was  certain  that  it  was  a  faft,  not 
oDJy  known  to  himfelf,  but  to  every  gentleman  who  had 
been  lately  in  America.  He  then  proceeded  to  (hew,  that 
5  the 
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the  powers  ufprped  by  Congrefs  w«rc  not  legally  graine4 
them,  ev^n  according  10  the  new  coDititution  of  Aaier^c^ ; 
th^t  the  very  articles  of  confederation,  under  which  they 
aflume  this  authority,  tq^  enter  intq  trcf^tjes  with  fbreiga 
powers,  yaexc  not  recognized  by  the  fevcral .  provinces  iti 
their  aifemblies  and  conveptigns ;  and  laftly,  that  the  trear 
ty  with  France  w^s  not  to  this  hour  ratified  by  the  confent 
pf  thofeaflembUesof  the  thirteen  ft^tes,  many  of  the  inhaT 
bitants  of  each  province  holding  it  in  utter  deteftation  an4 
abhorrence.  .... 

He  concluded  by  giving  it  as  his  folemn  and  fincere  opi? 
nion,  that  it  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  for  Great  Britain 
to  admit  the  independency  of  America ;  that  (he  was  much 
•weaker  than  (he  had  been  m  preceding  years  of  the  war ;  anil 
that  there  ftill  remained  hopes  and  a  probability  pf  fubduing 
her,  and  re-uniting  her  to  this  country,  provided  vye  planr 
lied  our  meafures  wifely,  and  executed  them  wjth  proper  vi- 
gour, and  with  perfe6l  unanimity ;  without  whiqh  laft,  he 
made  no  fciuple  to  pronounce,  that  all  our  efforts  to  fubduc 
America,  muft  necefrarily  prove  ineffeftqal. 

Lord  Islorth  faid,  the  hon.  gentleman  [Governor  Johnflonp] 
feemed  to  fuppofe  two  things,  which  were  ill-founded,  that 
the  commiflioners  mifcarried  on  account  of  the  orders  feat 
from  home  to  evacuate  Philadelphia ;  and  that  adminiflrar 
tion  feemed  defirous  to  throw  blame  upon  the  comrnifTioners 
for  not  performing  the  objefts  committed  to  their  care.  To 
the  firft,  he  could  anfwer,  that  the  meafure  of  evacuating  Phir 
ladelphia  was  neither  ra(h,  hafty,  or  impolitic,  but  had  been 
adopted  upon  good  grounds,  and  upon  full  and  mature  deli- 
beration ,  and  he  was  confident  would  bear  the  tefl  of  the  moft 
rigorous  examination.  On  the  fecond  charge,  he  would  ob- 
ferve,  that  nothing  ever  fell  from  him,  nor  he  believed  from 
any  of  the  King's  confidential  fervants,  which  could  tend  in 
the  leaft  to  juftify  the  aflertion.  He  had  attended  to  the  a£l, 
the  objefts  of  the  commilfion,  the  powers  delegated  by  it,  and 
the  inftrudions  which  accompanied  them,  and  though  he 
could  not,  informed  as  he  was  at  prefent,  direftly  affirm, 
or  bind  himfelf  in  future  to  fay,  that  all  the  powers  vefted 
in  the  commiffioners  were  ftri(5lly  exercifed  and  purfued,  he 
could,  as  far  as  he  knew,  fairly  declare,  that  ho  inftance  fell 
within  his  bbfcrvation  in  which  they  had  been  departed  from 
or  negledled.        ' 

Th^  fame  hon.  gentleman,  for  he  could  not  call  him  his 

honourable  friend,  had  afterted   that  America  was  divided  ; 

.tliat  the  authority  and  powers  exercifed  by  the  Congrefs  had 
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been  grofsly  perverted  and  abufed ;  and  that,  as  yet,  the  trea- 
ty of  alliance  with  France  had  never  been  ratified  by  the 
feyeral  legiflative  bodies,  a£lii^g  under  the  denomination  of 
aifemblies  or  conventions.  He  was  perfe£lly  fatisfied  of  the 
truth  of  what  had  been  thus  affcrted  refpeding  that  point ; 
and  fuch  being  the  fa£t>  he  (hould  argue  upon  it,  in  reply  to 
whatever  had  been  obje£l:ed  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Hou(e» 
and  the  meafures  propofed  to  be  fubftituted  to  thofe  which  he 
was  about  to  fubmit  to  public  conflderation. 

The  meafures  he  alhided  to  were,  the  declaring  America 
independent,  or  inftantly  withdrawing  our  fleets  and  armies 
from  it.  Before  he  fliouid  give  his  reafons,  he  begged  leave* 
he  faid,  to  obferve,  that  they  exa£Uy  met  in  the  fame  point. 
Withdraw  your  armies,  America  is  inftantly  independent. 
Declare  her  independent,  and  your  fleets  and  armies  remain 
there  for  no  purpofe.  But  allowing  the  conclufion,  drawn 
by  the  advifers  of  the  meafure  for  withdrawing,  and  allowing 
likewife  the  main  argument  for  withdrawing,  that  France 
and  America  are  firmly  knii  together  by  treaty  and  alliancef 
what  would  be  the  probable  confequences,  but  the  a£tual  lofs 
of  the  pofleflions  we  have  in  that  country,  of  thofe  provinces 
which  acknowledge  our  fovereignty,  and  prefer  a  connexion 
with  the  parent  ffate  to  any  fpecies  of  political  union  with 
their  brethren  ?  What  would  be  the  fate  of  New  York,  Rhode 
Ifland,  of  Canada,  Florida,  and  Nova  Scotia  ?  Certainly  tp 
fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  revolted  colonies,  or  be  par- 
celled out,  in  certain  proportions,  between  France  and  the 
revolt^rs.  But  to  purfue  the  idea  the  full  length  it  could  be 
confidered,  leave  a  fiifficient  defence  for  thofe  places,  and 
employ  your  force  with  fpiiit,  vigour,  and  refolution,  in  both 
defending  our  own  poficflions  in  the  fugar  iflands,  and  in 
making  attacks  upon  thofe  of  France.  LFnlefs  America  were 
firft  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  her  duty,  fuch  a  plan  of  hoftililV^ 
though  pradicable  in  point  of  execution  as  toconqueft,  could 
never  anfwer  any  purpofe ;  for  if  France  and  the  Colonies 
ftill  continued  allied,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  proteft  our 
trade,  or  bring  home  the  produce  of  either  our  own,  or  the 
conquered  iflands. 

The  eflimates  now  voted,  and  the  meafures  propofed  to'be 
engrafted  upon  them,  brought  the  arguments  of  both  fides  of 
the  Houfd  within  a  very  narrow  compafs.  He  (hould  take 
whatever  had  been  acknowledged  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  or  what  had  not  been  contradided,  as  fo  much  fairly 
admitted  ;  as  the  data  from  which  every  conclufion  muft  be 
drawn.     It  was  granted,  that  great  differences  and  difleniions 

prevailed 
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prevailed  in  America ;  that  the  Congrefs  had  exceeded  and 
abufed  their  power ;  and  that  the  political  and  holHle  con- 
nexion with  r  ranee  had  not  yet  been  conftitutionally  ratified ; 
that"  is,  it  had  not  yet  received  that  fpecies  of  aflent  which 
ivas  radically,  fundamentally,  andeflentially  neccflary  tocon- 
fiitute  a  real  and  binding  compaft  on  the  people  of  America. 
It  would  likewife  be  allowed,  he  believed,  that  the  people 
there  were  in  the  greateft  diftrefs,  and  were  fuflfering  under 
the  moft  prefling  calamities  of  war,  domeftic  mifery,  and  po- 
litical oppreflion  of  the  ufurped  powers  of  government.  He 
appealed  to  every  gentleman  prefcnt,  whether  fiich  a  (late  of 
things,  contrafted  with  the  bleffings  of  peace,  accompanied 
with  conftitutional  freedom  and  dependency,  did  not  give  the 
beft  founded  and  probable  reafons  to  expeS  that  the  Colo- 
nies, either  Separately  or  conjunflly,  would  co-operate  in  mea- 
fures  for  removing  thofe  public  and  private  diftreffes,  for  get- 
ting rid  of  thofe  opprcflions,  and  dinolving  fuch  a  fyttem  of 
tifurpation  and  tyranny  ?  If,  then,  on  this  indifputable  view 
of  the  internal  (late  of  America  the  probabilities  were  llrong, 
fo  flrong  as  almod  to  amount  to  aftual  proofs,  had  not 
Great  Britain  every  reafon  to  exped,  that  with  the  a(riftance 
of  her  own  ftrength,  and  her  propofcd  vigorous  exertions,  the 
Colonies  might  be  brought  once  more  back  into  the  bofom  of 
the  parent  (late? 

Here  his  Lordfhip,  in  maintenance  of  his  argument,  pre- 
fented  a  pleafmg  view  of  the  itrengtli  and  refources  of  this 
country,  which  he  brought  in  countcrvievv  to  that  of  Ame- 
rica, whofe  finances  were  ruined  ;  whofe  armies   were  daily 
crumbling  to  pieces ;  whofe  officers  were  difgulled  ;  who(c 
revenues  were  mortgaged,  almofl  beyond  the  power  of  redemp- 
tion ;  and  whofe  government  was  adaiiniftcred  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  create  the  execration  of  almoft  every  man  under  it, 
whether  he  fupported  it  upon  principle,  or   by  compullion. 
'His  Lordfhip,  as  well  from  our  native  (trength,  as  the  weak- 
■-  nefs  of  our  enemies,  exhorted  the  Houfe  to   firmncfs,  (leadi- 
ne(«  and  refolution  ;  and  contended,  fuch  was  the  ability  of 
'  thef  nation,  that  we  were  fully  equal  to  all  tlie  purpofes  of  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive  war  ;  and  that  having  the  means  of  vin- 
'diifalirigour  honour  and  aflerting  our  rights  againft  the  at- 
'  teiti\)ts  of  both  our  domeftic  enemies  and  foreign  foes,  nothing 
re^mained  to  be  done,  but  to  employ  thofe  means  vigoroufly, 
■  judicioufly,  and  decifively. 
■  This  brought  him  to  the  next  point,  the   general  fuggef- 
tions  that  the  force  could  not  be  efFedlually  employed,    while 
our  ableft  officers,  naval  and  miliuiry,  were  daily  ill-treated 
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and  difgraced.  An  hon.  gentleman  ovejr  the  way  [Mr.  Foxl 
had,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpee^^h,  taken  an  opportunity  of 
cenfuring  adminiftration  for  their  cdndud  towards  a  naval 
commander  high  in  his  profeflion,  [Admiral  Keppel,3in  fup* 
pofing  that  the  admiralty-board  had  a£led  in  a  partial,  arbir 
trary  and  improper  manner.  Before  he  .delivered  his  fenti^ 
ments  on  the  propriety  of  that  condud,  he  declared,  that  he 
by  no  means  deemed  himfelf  refponflble.  He  was  not,  nor 
could  he  be  confulted  upon  it.  The  affair  aroie  in  another 
department,  with  which,  in  point  of  official  bufmefs,  he  wai 
totally  nnconnefted.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  event 
of  the  mearure,  or  the  iflue  of  the  inquiry,  he  thus  publicly 
laid  in  liis  claim  not  to  be  confldered  as  any  partaker  in 
its  confequences,  whether  to  cenfure  or  approve.  Withia 
this  refervation,  however,  he  was  free  to  declare;  as  a  matter 
of  opinion,  that  the  admiralty-board  were  perfeSly  juffifiable 
in  what  they  did.v    A  gentleman  high  in  his  profeffion,  and  of 

freat  perfonal  reputation,  goes  to  the  admiralty- board  and 
clivers  in  a  charge,  confmlng  of  fcveral  fpecific  articles,  or 
diftinft  accufations,  againlt  his  fuperior  officer,  for  mifcon* 
du6l  in  the  day  of  adion.  The  hon.  gentleman,  when  in- 
iinuations  were  thrown  out,  that  the  matter  originated  in  a 
previousconcert,and  adefign  to  ruin  the  charaflerof  the  party 
accufed,  rofe  in  his  place  rn  that  Houfe,and  folemnly  affirm- 
ed, and  fpecifically  pledged  his  honour,  that  he  never  com* 
municated  the  moil  diltant  hint  even  of  his  intentions,  till  he 
delivered  in  his  accufation  in  writing  to  the  board.  Under 
fiich  circumftances  of  fa6t,  as  well  in  point  of  the  nature  and 
weight  of  the  accufation,  as  the  mode  in  which  it  was  brought 
forward,  it  was  impoffible,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  board 
could  rejefl  the  charge,  and  not  proceed  on  it  in  the  manner 
tl:ey  had  done.  It  would  have  been  criminal,  had  they  adled 
orhcrwifc.  1  hey  were  bound  to  a  faithful  and  punftual  ex- 
ercife  of  the  powers  vciicd  in  ihem  by  the  adl  of  parliament; 
if  they  had  rejedcd,  it  would  have  been  a  denial  of  juftice  ; 
and  even  granting  that  a  latitude  upon  a  particular  occafioa 
rni^ht  be  juilitiable,  he  was  certain,  that  the  exercife  of 
inch  a  latitude  as  that  contended  for  by  thofe  who  ccnfurcd 
the  coiuUiCt  of  the  admiralty-board,  would  lay  a  precedent 
in  future  that  might  be  produdive  of  evils  which  could  not  be 
balanced  by  any  motives,  however  ftrong,  which  were  urged 
*.^ain(t  the  inquiry. 
'  On  the  general  charge  made,  that  nothing  could  fucceed. 
in  the  hands  of  the  prelent  miniflers,  he  Ihould  always  refufe 
to  admit  the  truth  of  any  proportion  of  the  kind,  while  it 

was 
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was  only  fupported  by  mere  aflcrtion.  Several  gentlemen  had 
likewife  called  for  an  inquiry  into  the  condufl  of  minifteFs ; 
and  fome  [including  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe,  and  Ge^ 
neral  Burgoyne ,]  had  pointed  their  ccnfure  diredlly  at  the 
noble  Lord  near  nim  [Germaine]  as  the  principal  author  of 
all  our  mifcarriages  and  difappointments. 

An  inquiry  into  the. condua  of  miniilcrs,  no  perfon  in  that 
Houfe  more  ardently  wifhed  for;  for  he  was  confcious, 
whenever  that  event  (hould  happen,  that  it  would  be  found 
he  had  difcharged  his  duty  to  the  bell  of  Iris  abilities.  It  had 
been  inlinuated  more  than  pnce.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
that  minifters  recommended  meafures  not  their  own  \  and  that 
in  the  day  of  examination  they  would  endeavour  to  Ihcltcr 
themfelves,  to  fcreen  and  juftify  their  condudl,  by  a  certaiil 
great  authority.  He  defired  that  thofe  hon.  gentlemen,  and 
the  Houfe  at  large,  might  recoUeft,  that  he  now  difclaimed 
any  fuch  intention,  or  reforiing  to  any  fuch  fubterfuge.  The 
meafures  purfued  were  his  meafures,  in  concert  with  the  reft 
of  the  King's  fervants.  He  ailified  in  advifing  them,  and 
looked  upon  himfelf  refponGble,  in  every  poflible  view,as(  far 
as  any  minifter  can  be  refponfible,  for  the  meafures  he  ad- 
vifes.  If  they  wece  founded  in  propriety  and  juftice,  and 
found  policy,  he  expeSed  to  (hare  the  merit ;  if  they  wer^ 
weak,  wrong,  and  pernicious,  he  wiflied  tq  be  confidered  ai 
liable  to  partake  of  the  blame  or  cenfure  attending  them. 

As  to  the  perfonal  attacks  made  op  the  noble  Lord  near 
him  [GermameJ  relative  to  the  meafures  refpe6ling  the  war^ 
there,  if  cenfure  were  due,  he  laid  his  claim  for  part ;  they 
were  meafures  of  ftate,  originating  in  the  King's  councils, 
and  were  of  courfe  no  more  the  noble  Lord's  meafures  thaiji 
his,  or  any  other  member  of  the  cabinet:  the  crimes  or 
faults,  or  errors  committed  tbere,  were  indiviiible  ;  they  were 
imputable  to  the  whole  body,  and  not  to  a  fingle  indivFdual 
whocompofed  it. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  noble  Lord  called  loudly  for  proofs  of 
whatever  was  aflerted  in  argument ;  and  yet  he  had  been  en- 
deavouring to  (l)ew,  that  the  condu<El  of  the  admiralty-board  wa^ 
perfedly  jullifiablein  ordering  his  hon.  relation  to  a  court- mar- 
tial ;  but  forgot  to  adduce  a  fingle  argument,  or  tittle  of  pfoof, 
in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  unlefs  mere  round  alfertion  was 
to  fupply  the  place  of  it.  The  noble  Lord  had,  in  his  opi* 
r.ion,  lurniihed  the  ftrongeft  argument  imaginable  for  dif- 
continuing  the  war  in  America.  He  woulclnoi  enter  into 
the  detail  of  what  was  proper  to  be  exafily  done  upon  the  oc- 
cafion  5  but  if  the  people  of  America,  both  ip  their  fubordinatc 

legiflatures^ 
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legiflatures,  in  leffer  focietics  and  defcriptionsy  and  coIleAive- 
ly,  were  tired  of  the  tyranny  and  oppreffions  they  fufibred, 
and  were  averfe  to  a  frendly,  political  connexion  with 
rrance^  war  appeared  to  him  a  moft  extraordinary  mode 
of  improving  this  difpofition,  for  the  purpofc  of  promoting 
an  union  of  afFe£lion,  and  mutual  benefit  and  advantage.  Ife 
reminded  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  had  mif-ftated  his  words; 
for  he  had  not  aflcrted  that  adminiftration  generally  had 
fown  diflentions  among  the  officers  employed  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  but  that  one  of  the  executive  branches  of.  government 
had  adled  in  that  improper  manner,  he  meant  the  board  of 
admiralty  ;  and  he  Aill  maintained  his  former  aflertion,  that 
the  party- fpirit  which  now  fo  fatally  raged  in  the  navy,  was 
fomented  and  encouraged  by  the  conduft  of  that  board.  As 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had  agreed  to  (hare  the  guilt 
with  the  fecretary  of  the  colonies,  be  was  not  a  little  amazed^ 
lie  faid,  to  hear  him  difown  having  any  (hare  in  that  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  ;  it  was  a  clear  proof,  however,  of 
the  treatment  his  noble  relation  met  with,  from  the  conduft 
of  the  firft  Lord  not  being  perfeftly  approved  of,  when  even 
the  minifter,  who  was  fo  full  of  plaufibility,  and  fo  ready  with 
excufes  at  all  times,  for  the  grofleft  blunders  of  himfelf  and 
hi3  brethren  in  office,  was  put  to  the  blufli,  and  at  a  lofs  for 
a  fyllable  to  fay  in  his  defence,  or  to  urge  in  palliation  of  the 
partiality,  vifible  throughout  the  whole  condu^  of  the  admi- 
ralty-board, from  the  firft  moment  the  hon,  admiral  accepted 
of  the  command. 

Sir  fVilUam  Meredith  recommended  the  withdrawing  the 
troops,  or  at  leaft  the  not  employing  them  in  hoftile  opera- 
tions againft  the  colonies.  He  maintained  that  the  withdraw^ 
ing  the  troops,  and  the  employing  them  in  effedive  operations 
againft  the  common  enemy,  were  two  propbfitions  extremely 
different,  if  the  aflertions  and  information  of  the  noble  Lord 
were  to  have  their  intended  weight ;  for  it  fliewed  plainly, 
that  the  people  of  the  colonics,  thus  defcribed,  were  no  pro- 
per objecls  of  national  refentmcnt,  or  of  being  coerced  into 
fiibmiflion  by  force  of  al-ms  ;  but  were  intitled  to  our  affec- 
tion, not  correftion.  Thefe  people  had  taken  up  arms  io 
defend  what  they  deemed  their  rights,  the  means  uled  for  the 
attainment  of  the  objcdt  had  been  perverted  for  the  purpofes 
of  inflicting  (imilar  oppreflions  to  thofe  they  took  arms  to  re- 
fift ;  in  the  mean  time,  offers  little  fhort  of  their  original 
claims  had  been  rpadc  to  them  by  this  country.  Such  being 
the  prcfent  ftate  of  affairs,  the  option  was  now  at  hand,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  only  one  impediment  ftpod  in  the  way  of 

their 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  i/r 

their  immediate  embracing  it.  The  prayer  of  the  Conerers, 
the  united  wilhes  of  the  people  in  the  feveral  precedent  Rages 
ot  the  <!ontcft,  before  the  declaration  of  independency  was, 
put  us  into  the  (ituation  we  were  in  previous  to  the  year  1763, 
that  is  all  we  defire.  Inftead  therefore  of  carrying  fire  and 
defolation  throughout  the  Colonies,  and  by  that  means  unit- 
ing from  principle  and  motives  of  felf-prefervation,  both  in 
the  prefent  moment  and  in  future,  come  fairly  and  openly 
to  an  exprefs  declaration  on  the  fubjeA';  repeal  all  the  fatal 
ads  paflfed  fmce  that  period ;  and  in  the  prefent  prefumed 
difpodtion  of  the  people  there  can  hardly  be  a  probable  doult 
but  that  the  Colonies  will  return  to  their  former  happy,  pro- 
fperous,  and  envied  (ituation,  from  anarchy,  confufion,  and 
the  miferies  and  diflrefles  concomiunt  to  war  and  popular 
ufurpation. 

Lord  Mulgrave  now  rofe,  and  ohferved,  from  the  intima^ 
cy  which  formerly  fbbfifted  between  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
fpoke  lad  and  him,  and  which  had  never  ceafed,  but  was  ra- 
ther fufpended  by  accidental  circumftances  arifing  from  fitu- 
ation  and  other  habits  and  purfuits,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  a  tolerable  eftimate  of  the  abilities  of  his  right  hon. 
friend.  Among  other  great  talents  which  he  poffeffed,  both 
perfonal  and  properly  fenatorial ;  among  his  private  and  pub- 
lic virtues  of  every  kind,  he  pofleffed  one  talent  in  a  greater 
degree  than  any  other  perfon  he  ever  knew  ;  that  was  a  moft 
retentive,  accurate  and  corredl  memory.  Fully  fenfible  of 
this,  he  could  not  fay  but  he  was  much  furprifed  to  perceive, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  fat  down  without  taking  notice  of  ^ 
matter,  which  he  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating to  him,  not  long  before  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  ' 
bufinefs.  Tb  open  it  fully  to  the  Houfe,  he  begged  its  jn- 
dulgence.  He  begged  leave  to  preface  it  by  a  few  explana- 
tory words. 

in  the  debate  on  the  nth,  the  queftion  relative  to  what 
powers  were  vefted  in  the  admiralty -board,  to  reje£l  accufa- 
tions  againft  officers  in  the  naval  fervice,  ordiredl  trials  upon 
fuch  accufation,  the  hon.  gentleman  rofe,  and  in  order  to 
prove  that  the  admiralty-board  was  in  fuch  cafes  vefted  with- 
a  difcretionary  power,  he  related  an  inftance  in  point  which 
'  happened  while  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  at  that  board. 
It  was  relative  to  a. Captain  Clements,  a  very  deferving  and 
able  officer,  who  being  accufed  by  a  perfon,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man took  a  very  particular  part  in  the  tranfaftion.  He  told 
the  Houfe  that  the  firft  Lord  was  abfent,  that  Mr.  Keppel 
Went  avyay,  and  that  Sir  Charles  Saunders  refufed  to  have 
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any  thing  to  do  with  it ;  that  being  thus  left  in  a  great  cnea^ 
fure  alonci  he  took  the  determination  upon  hin:)relf,  and  r&r 
je£ied  the  complaint,  for  which  he  faid  emphatically,  that  wheQ 
the  whole  was  over,  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  firft  Lord^ 
and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  abfent. 

He  confeffed  he  was  fomewhat  ftaggered;  he,  for  the 
reafons  already  given,  was  perfeftly  convinced  of  the  great 
correQnefs  and  precifion  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  memory. 
He  was  equally  fatisfied  of  his  candour,  that  he  would  not 
mif-ftate  a  faft,  in  order  to  anfwer  the  temporary  purpof^ 
of  debate ;  and  yet  he  had  his  doubts,  none  of  which  wont  to 
queftion  the  veracity  or  memory  of  the  hon.  gentleman ;  but 
rather  that,  in  his  hurry  and  zeal,  he  might  have  been  led  to 
forget  the  material  circumftances.  He  was^  however,  refolved 
no  longer  to  remain  in  fufpence.  Upon  looking  over  the 
books,  he  happily  found  the  minute  made  by  the  board,  which 
totally  differed  from  the  tranfadion  as  ftated  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. 

He  got  two  copies  made  of  the  minute,  one  of  which  (as 
he  obferved  before,)  he  delivered  to  him  fince  he  came  down 
to  the  Houfe ;  and  this  was  the  fecond  inftance  in  which  he 
had  reafon  to  lament  the  want  of  memory  of  the  hon.  gentle* 
man,  in  not  fpeaking  to  the  fa6l  when  he  was  up,  which 
would  have  faved  him  the  pain  of  fubmitting  the  copy  of  the 
minute  to  the  Houfe. 

His  Lordfhip  then  read  the  minute  and  the  fubfequcnt 
proceedings  upon  it.  The  minute  ftated,  that  an  accufa- 
tion  was  made  againft  Captain  Clements  of  the  Pallas,  by  the 
matter,  for  embezzling  fliip-ftores,  &c.  that  in  confequence 
of  this  accttfation,  though  Captain  Clements  was  efteemed 
a  brave  and  ^ble  ofpcer,  and  the  fellow  who  brought  tlie 
complaint  a  man  of  infamous  chara6ler,  fiicli  was  the  fenfc 
of  the  board,  that  an  order  was  iifued  for  his  immediate  trial, 
and  Admiral  Holbourne,  as  fenior  flag  officer  at  Portfmouth, 
and  the  thirteen  captains  ordered  to  compofe  the  court-mai;- 
tial.  Admiral  Holbourne  was  a  particular  kind  of  man,  who. 
would  have  his  own  way.  He  did  not  proceed  to  iriquiry, 
but  gave  an  anfwer  to  the  admiralty-board,  turning  foleiy 
oi>  the  charaflcrs  of  the  accufed  and  accufcr.  Captain  Cle- 
ments was  not  however  contented,  for  though  he  was  not  • 
trial,  he  infifled  -upon  having  his  accufcr  put  upon  oath,' 
and  in  that  fituarion  framed  a  fct  of  queliions  which  fhewed 
that  the  charge  was  totally  groundlefs  and  malicious  j  fr)r" 
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the  acCufer  conttadifted  almoft  every  fyllabte  he  anfwereil 
to  each  paVticuJar  head. 

But  even  after  this,  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not  difihifir 
the  complaint,  though  it  was  got  rid  of ;  but  by  an  inge- 
nuity peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  difcovered  a  claufe  in  the  aft, 
which  vefted  the  navy-boiard  with  a  poWer  to  inquire  into  ztif 
complaint  relative  to  the  embezzlement  or  purloitting  qf  na- 
val ftores:  there  the  affair  refted;  fo  that  on  the  whole  of 
the  tranfaftion,  the  board  never  refufed  a  court-martial ;  not* 
was  the  hon.  gentleman  etithled  to  the  thanks  of  the  firft 
Lord,  for  difmifling  the  complaint,  under  the  prefumed  au* 
V  thority  of  a  difcretionary  power,  becaufe  itl  faft,  to  this  in- 
ftant,  the  complaint  was  never  officially  or  regularly  dif- 
miffed. 

He  faid,  many  infinuations  had  been  thrown  out  againft 
the  noble  Lord  who  pre  fides  at  the  admiralty-board,  every 
one  of  which,  he  could  prove,  were  as  ungenerous  as  ill- 
founded.  The  vice-admiral  himfelf  had  given  the  fulleft 
teftimohy  to  the  contrary ;  he  could^ive  no  additional  weight 
to  that  teftimony,  but  befides  anfwering  for  himfelf,  that  he 
was  totally  unapprizcd  of  the  vice  admiraFs  intention,  he 
had  the  honour  of  the  noble  Lord  [Sandwich]  that  morning 
affuring  him,  that  he  never  heard  a  hint  even  of  the  vice- 
admiral's  intention,  till  he  faw  in  his  official  capacity  the  ac- 
cufation  in  writing. 

Ordering  a  fpeedy  trial  was  urged  by  one  or  two  gentle- 
jnen  as  a  matter  of  hardfhip ;  he  always  thought  the  con- 
trary, except  in  particular  inftances  ;  and  fo  far  from  being  ^ 
hardfhip  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  was  certain  that  the  hon. 
admiral  himfelf  would  readily  acknowledge,  that  he  would 
have  loft  fome  of  his  moft  material  witneffes.  Who  were  un- 
der failing  orders,  if  the  holding  the  court-martial  had  been 
delayed  but  a  few  days  longer  than  the  time  fixed. 

He  trufted  that  the  admiralfy-board,  and  every  individual 
ihember  who  fat  there,  ftood  clear  of  any  charge  of  malice 
or  partiality ;  that  the  a£l  was  folely  the  vice-admiral's  own 
a!a  ;  and  it  remained  with  him  to  make  good  his  accufation^ 
or  take  the  confequences  of  failing  in  his  proofs,  which  ho 
Hiuftknow  would  turn  out  of  a  very  ferious  nature. 

Sir  ^tViam  Meredith  made  a  (hort  reply.  He  ackhovr-. 
kdged  that  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  had  put  a  copjr 
of  the  order  for  the  trial  of  Captain  Clements  into  his  hadd9> 
ais  he  had  dated  to  the  committee  \  but  that  he  did  not  uo- 
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deriland  that  the  fubje£l  was  at  all  cohneded  with  the  eftt- 
mates  on  the  taiblcf  nor  did  he  of  courfe  expeft  that  it  would 
be  agitated  that  day. 

What  he  had  faid  on  Friday  laft,  he  dated  from  memory, 
ivhich  might  poffibly  deceive  him»  as  the  affair  happened  fo 
many  years  ago ;  that  however  it  ftruck  the  mind  of  an 
hon.  admiral  not  then  in  his  place  [Keppel;,  exadly  as  it  did  • 
him.  He  did  not  remember  that  the  court-martial  was  or- 
dered, but  he  could  not  aflfert  whether  it  was  or  was  not,  as 
he  was  abfent,  on  account  of  being  ill,  at  Bridol ;  that  what 
he  faid  refpeSing  his  own  condud,  referred  only  to  what 
happened  after  his  return  to  town. 

He  would  at  prefent  fay  no  more  upon  the  fubjeft.     He 
muft  fpeak  to  Admiral  Keppel  upon  it  ;  but  on  Wednefday 
next,  he  would  endeavour  to  gain  further  information,  and 
give  the  Houfe  an  explicit  account  of  the  matter- 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  obferved,  that  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  dated  relative  to  the  condu£l  of  tlie  admiralty-board,  in 
the  cafe  of  Captain  Clements,  was  a  proof  that  admiralty- 
boards  were  far  from  infallible ;  and  that   a  charge  againS 
them  on  the  groynd  of  error  was  not  always  ill-founded. 
December  16. 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  ClerkehtggtA  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the 
condudl  of  the  other  Houfe,   towards  the   members  of  this, 
when  curiofily  or  bufinefs  brought  them  thither.     He  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  noble  Earl  [Radnor  |,  towards  the  conclufion  of 
the  lad  feflion,  had  moved  for  erefting  a  gallery,  in  order 
to  accommodate  the  members  of  this  Houfe;  but,  that  iii 
the  fird  indance  the  order  had  been  difobeyed  or  negleSed 
by  the  proper  officer ;  and  when  attempted  to  be  entorced, 
was  rcfcinded  by  a  motion  of  a  noble  Earl  [Sandwich],  upon 
the  pretence  of  inconvcniency.     If  that  was  a  good  plea, 
furely  it  might  be  fairly  reforted  to  by  this  Houfe,  which  on 
every  full  night  fufFered  very  great  inconvcniencies  indeed, 
from  the  great  number  of  perfons,  members  of  the  other. 
Houfe,  who  came,  and  not  only  crouded  the   gallery,  but 
filled  the  body  of  the  Houfe.      This  was  extremely  diiagrec- 
able ;  but  notwithdanding  that,  a  defire  for  harmony  and 
mutual  communication  induced  this  Houfe  to  fubmit  to  it  ^ 
though,  from  the  general  conduS  of  the  fervants  of  the  others  " 
the  members  had  great  reafon  to  complain,  particularly  on  a  ' 
late  occafion,  when  the  bar  was  cleared. 

He  had  heard  from  one  or  two  members  in  their  places^ 
t&at  they  had  thcif  pockets  picked ;  and  he  was  often  prefent 
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-when  the  members  of  this  Houfe  were  obliged  to  ftand  for 
hours  together  below  the  bar  of  the  Peers,  where  they  were 
croudedy  fqueezed^  and  liable  to  undergo  every  indignity  and 
inconvenience,  ari(ing  from  being  indifcriminately  mixed 
with  a  oiob.  He  faid,  fuch  treatment  was  by  no^meas  fuited 
to  the  dignity  of  one  of  the  greateft  aflfemblies  in  the  world, 
jand  called  loudly  and  particularly  for  redrefs  ;  that  is,  if  it 
was  meant  to  keep  a  proper  correfpondence  between  both 
Houfes. 

After  fome  further  loofe  converfation  of  this  kind,  he  gave 
notice,  that  inftead  of  permitting  the  members  of  the  other 
Houfe  to  feat  themfelves  in  the  body  of  this,  he  would  move 
to  (lave  them  admitted  to  no  other  feat  but  in  the  front  gal- 
lery. It  would  be  an  admifGony  but  it  would  be  fuch  an  ad- 
mifllon  as  would  bear  the  neareft  refemblance  to  that  they  now 
enjoyed  at  the  other  Houfe. 

Colonel  Onflow  faid,  fuch  a  condu£l  was  unprecedented  till 
very  lately ;  that  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe  ought  to  be  pre-» 
ferved ;  that  when  k  was  a  rule  to  exclude  in  one  place,  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  other. 

Sir  James  Lowther  confirmtd  what  had  been  generally  afleit- 
ed  by  both  the  preceding  hon.  gentlemen ;  but  laid,  he  thought 
that  the  want  of  politencfs  in  the  other  Houfe  ought  not  to  be 
copied  by  this.  He  obferved,  that  Parliament  would  rife  in 
a  day  or  two ;  confequcntly,  it  was  at  prefent  unneceflary  to 
adopt  a  propofition  which  would  come  more  feafonably  after 
the  Chriftmas  tecefs.  At  that  time  a  sreat  deal  of  bufinefs 
would  come  under  difcuflion,  and  full  Houfes  mieht  be  ex- 
pefted.  In  that  event,  he  M'as  certain,  the  body  ofthe  Houfe 
would  hardly  be  fufficicnt  to  hold  the  members.  This  would 
of  courfe  call  for  fome  regulation,  made  on  the  ground  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  propofcd  motion ;  but  even  then,  he  thought 
it  would  be  every  way  more  proper  to  permit  the  members  of 
the  other  Houfe  to  the  fide  galleries  as  well  as  the  front,  and 
exclude  them  only  from  the  body  of  the  Houfe,  for  ttie  rea- 
fons  already  afligned. 

Sir  Philip  ro£  a  fecond  time,  and  as,  by  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  underftood,  that  a  great  deal  of 
public  bufinefs  was  expeded  to  come  on  after  the  recefs, 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  Tuefday  the  2d  of 
February  next.  He  did  not  mean  to  propofe  the  mannerof 
admitting  the  members,  it  was  enough  to  him  that  the  ides' 
met  the  ieofe  of  the  Houfe. 
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Sir  GVnr  Co^pit  acknowledged  that  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  bufmefs  to  come  before  the  Houfe,  and  on  that  account 
wiihed  that  the  call  might  be  earlier. 

Sir  Philip  propofed  Thurfday  the  21ft  of  January.  But 
Sir  Grey  feeming  defirous  for  rather  a  Ihorter  day,  the  call  of 
the  Houfe  was  finally  fixed  for  Tuefday  the  19th  of  January 
next. 

Lord  Nugent  now  rofe,  and  after  defcribing  the  inhabitants 
of  his  native  country  as  fuffering  every  fpecies  of  mifery  and 
didrefs  human  nature  was  capable  of  bearing ;  a  people,  nine- 
tenths  of  whom  laboured  for  fourpence  a-day,  whofe  food  in 
fummer  was  potatoes  and  butter-milk,  and  in  winter  pota*- 
(oes  and  water,  gave  notice,  that  in  confequence  of  what 
pafled  the  laft  feluon,  it  was  intended  to  propofe  to  take  oflF 
fome  of  the  reftriftions  of  the  trade  of  Ireland  He  faid,  the 
people  of  Ireland  expefted  fome  relief.  That  kingdom  was 
opprefled  and  ruined ;  would  emigrate  to  America ;  they  would 
carry  the  woollen  and  linen  manufa£lures  thither ;  tliey  vi^ould 
foon  rival  thofe  of  this  country ;  in  fliort,  our  reftriAiong^ 
would  transfer  the  trade  and  manufadtures  of  Ireland  to 
America. 

Among  the  other  hardfhips  fufFered  by  the  people  in  gene-' 
ral,  the  landed  part  of  them  had  their  fliare.  There  was  now 
an  uninterrupted  embargo,  which  ftill  exifted,  on  the  expor- 
tation of  the  only  ftaple  commodities  they  had,  beef  and  but- 
ter ;  the  lands  were  fallen  one-third  in  value,  the  graziert 
were  become  bankrupts,  the  full  proof  of  which  he  experi- 
enced himfelf;  for  though  he  pofleffcd  a  very  confiderabitt 
property,  fituated  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  he  couM 
pledge  his  honour,  that  he  did  not  receive  a  Ihillin^  rent  fot 
the  two  laft  years;  and  the  cafe  was  the  fame  with  feveral 
noble  Lords  and  Gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance. 

It  might  become  a  queftion  of  a  ferious  and  difficult  nature, 
what  indulgence  ought  to  be  given,  fuppofing  that  this  coun- 
try were  inclined  to  recede.  He  believed  the  general  ide«a 
that  prevailed  laft  year  would  be  proper  to  be  again  takcti 
tip.  The  woollen  manufa6lure,  to  be  fure,  was4n  fomemea^ 
fure  facted  ;  but,  in  his  prefent  indigefted  ideas,  all  he  could 
venture  to  fjpecify  was,  a  full  exportation  of  all  cotton  goods, 
mixed  and  unmixed.  His  Lordfhip  threw  out  feveral  ochet 
hints;  faid,  that  the  queflion  would  be,  whether  Ireland 
fliould  have  a  little  indulgence,  or  the  Irifh  and  the  mannfac* 
turcrs  of  linen,  woollen,  &c.  be  transferred  to  America*  It 
is  Kue,  Manchcfler  might  fufFer,  but  a  nation  compofed  of  a 
loyal,  brave,  though  an  opprefTed  people,  was  not  to  be  fa* 

crificed 
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crificed  to  one  Tingle  tdm,  or  the  monopoly  of  a  particular 
diftria.  He  hoped,  however,  there  would  be  no  caufe  for 
rivalfllip.  One  thing  on  the  whole  was  certain,  that  what- 
ever benefited  or  enriched  Ireland,  or  tended  to  give  employ- 
ment to  her  wretched  inhabitants,  would  be  beneficially  felt 
in  this  kingdom,  to  whom,  as  the  center,  every  advantage 
Ireland  experienced  Great  Britain  muft  profit  by. 

Lord  Beauchamp  confirmed  the  greater  part  of  the  noble 
Lord's  arguments,  painted  the  diftrefles  of  the  Irifli  in 
lively  colours,  and  gave  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  a  ge- 
neral exportation,  except  in  the  article  of  wQoHens,  was  ex«- 
pe£led  or  meant  to  be  procured. 

Lord  Newhirven  faid,  that  he  would  move  for  a  general  ex- 
portation, woollens  exccptcfd;  and  an  importation  of  feveral 
commodities  enumerated  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  feflion. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  fVilliam  Meredith  began  with  claiming  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  for  a  few  minutes.  In  what  he  had 
dropped  on  4  former  occafion,  relative  to  the  affair  of  Cap- 
tain Clements,  he  was  happy  to  find,  that,  in  principle  and 
fubftance,  he  was  right,  though  in  one  circumllance  he  had 
been  erroneous.  What  he  faid  occurred  on  the  fudden  to  his 
memory,  thirteen  years  after  the  event.  But  he  would  now 
ftate  fully  what  the  cafe  was.  Captain  Clements  was  ac- 
cufed  of  having  embezzled  his  (hip's  (lores,  by  an  inferior 
oflficer  whom  he  had  broke.  The  man's  name  was  Hutchins. 
Lord  Egmont  (then  firft  Lord),  without  any  previous  intima- 
tion, or  attending  himfelf,  fent  an  order  for  a  court-martial 
to  be  figned  at  the  board,  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  Sir  William 
-  was  then  at  Briflol.  Captain  Clements  was  educated  by 
Admiral  Keppel,  and  by  his  noble  behaviour  had  proved  him- 
felf worthy  of  fnch  a  patron.  Sir  Charles  Saunders  and  Ad- 
miral Keppel  were  extremely  (hocked,  both  at  the  attack  on 
their  gallant  friend,  and  the  indecency  of  ordering  a  trial 
without  confulting  them.  But,  as  their  interpofition  might 
have  been  conftrued  into  partiality,  they  let  the  order  go 
without  faying  a  word.  The  order  for  a  court-martial  was 
direSed  to  Admiral' Holbourn,  who  refufed  to  try  him.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  bufinefs  Sir  William  came  to  town  ;  he  found 
that  the  admirals  who  fat  at  the  board  held  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding in  execration,  and  that  naany  officers  of  the  navy 
were  exceedingly  offended.  But  Lord  Egmont  arraigned  Ad- 
miral Holbourn  fevercly  for  difobediencc,  and  propofed  a  new 
order  for  the  trial  of  Captain  Clements.  Sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders and  Admiral  Keppel  ftill  declining  to  interfere,  he  un- 
^rtook  the  defence  of  Admiral  Holbourn^  andto^oppofe  the 
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order  for  a  new  trial.  Lord  Egmont  then  took  the  Attorney 
General's  opinion,  ivliich  was,  that  the  order  to  try  Cap- 
tain Clements  was  againil  law.  But,  unaccountable  ^  it 
feemed.  Lord  Egmont  had  taken  it  into  his  head  to  try 
Captain  Clements  at  all  events  ;  and,  without  confultipg  the 
board  of  admiralty,  ordered  the  navy  to  take  Hutchins  evi^ 
dence  upon  oath,  and  then  laid  it  betore  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, in  order  for  a  court  of  inquiry  to  fit  on  Captain  Cle- 
ments, as  he  could  not  be  tried  by  a  court-martial.  This 
order  Sir  William  likewife  oppofed,  it  lay  fome  time  in  fuf-: 
pence,  till  Lord  Egmont  finding  he  had  already  given  offence, 
and  that  the  bufinefs  could  not  proceed  without  great  fcandal, 
gave  it  up,  and  owned  himfelf  obliged  to  Sir  William  Mere- 
dith, for  (lopping  fo  difgraceful  an  attack  on  the  chara£ler  of 
fo  diftinguimed  an  officer  as  Captain  Clements.  The  pre- 
cedent therefore  appeared  much  ftronger  than  he  at  firft 
flated  it.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  had  haftily,  and 
without  deliberation,  ordered  a  court-martial  unjijftly  and  law- 
lefsly.  When  the  fame  matter  came  to  open  difcuffion  and 
fair  deliberation,  the  board  of  adiiiiralty  had  refufed  both  t9 
re-order  the  court-martial,  which  was  againft  law,  or  to  per-* 
mit  a  court  of  inquiry,  which'  they  might  have  done  by  law^ 
in  the  cafe  of  a  delinauent  inferior  officer  bringing  a  fpecific, ' 
pofitive  charge  againft  his  own  commander. 

The  noble  Lord  had  dwelt  and  infifted  much  on  a  ftream 
of  precedents  agaioft  the  difcretionary  power.  If  a  dream 
was  a  proper  fimile  on  the  occafion,  he  could  not  think  but 
that  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  kind  of  dream,  which  flowed 
towards  its  own  fource,  inftead  of  the  fea.  He  was  prettvwel] 
fatisfied  that  fuch  was  the  ftream  the  noble  Lord  pretended  to 
have  in  motion  ^  it  was  a  flream  which  flowed  for  th^  firil 
time  in  this  channel ;  for  it  was  the  firft  indance  known, 
where  the  party  accufed  was  permitted  to  become  the  accufer, 
till  his  own  innocence  was  firft  made  manifeft. 

Lord  Mulgrave  made  a  ftiort  fpeech  in  reply.  He  faid  he 
never  meant  to  do  more  than  charge  the  honourable  gentler 
man  with  inaccuracy  in  po4nt  of  recolle£lion ;  and  hp-,l^ 
it  to  the  judgment  of  the  lioufc,  how  far  his  charge  was  well 
founded.  .        .  .1; 

The  Houfe  then  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  l\ip- 
ply,  Mr.  Ord  in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Buller  moved  that  tQC 
fuin  of  379,oool.  and  a  fradion,  be  granted  for  the  ordinariiQS 
of  the  navy. 

yHon.  Temple  Luttrell  intreated  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  the 
enormous  expcnces  now  brought  on  the  nation  by  the  e^^^ 

ceffive^ 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  179 

ccflivc,  laviib,  wanton,  or  ignorant  difburfementsof  the  board. 
It  could  hardly  be  conceived  what  wafte,  folly,  and  extrava- 
gance have  crept  into  and  governs  in  every  department.  Tbe 
extraordinaries  of  the  navy  are  now  three  times  as  much  as 
they  were  in  any  year  of  the  laft  war,  and  they  are  brought 
befpre  the  Houfe  in  a  grofs,  unattefted,  and  vague  form, 
leaving  the  Houfe  totally  uncertain  of  its  application,  igno- 
rant of  its  propriety,  and  knowing  nothing  but  that  fo  much 
inoney  is  paid  into  their  bands.  The  prefent  account,  like 
ail  the  former  ones,  fmce  the  late  Lord  Anfon's  time,  are  full 
of  ambiguity,  error,  and  extravagance.  The  charge  of 
6000I.  was  made  in  the  laft  year's  accounts  for  repairing 
the  Marlbprough,  a  feventv-four-gun  (hip ;  and  it  was  at  that 
time  aflerted,  that  with  that  fum  (he  would  be  completely 
ready  by  the  end  of  January  1779.  To  his  no  great  furprize, 
however  (becaufe  it  is  very  common  in  the  accounts  of  the 

?^refent  board),  he  faw  in  the  eitimates  of  the  prefent  year  a 
urther  fum  demanded  of  7500I.  for  repairing  the  fame  fhip^ 
and  now  they  are  perfeSly  filent  about  the  time  when  flic 
will  be  ready.  The  year  before  they  knew  the  time,  but. 
now,  when  that  time  is  nearly  arrived,  they  are  totally  ig- 
norant when  (he  will  be  ready.  In  the  fame  manner  the  fum 
of  9000I.  was  charged  to  give  a  middle  repair  to  the  Hero, 
another  third  rate,  which  was  to  be  completed  by  the  end*  of 
the  year  1779;  but  now  a  further  fum  of  18,9001.  is  requir- 
ed for  the  fame  (hip,  and  not  a  fyllable  is  (lated  of  the  time 
of  her  completion.  It  is  worth  while  remarking  that  the 
Hero  was^  built  for  28,000!.  a  lefs  fum  by  900I.  than  what 
we  pay  for  repairing  her..  So  alfo  is  the  Arrogant  charged, 
and  has  been  for.  many  years  paft.  The  Arrogant  feems  to 
be  the  favourite  of  the  admiralty,  fmce  they  have  expended 
three  times  as  much  in  repairing  as  would  have  rebuilt  her. 
Not  one  of  the  (hips  that  they  have  repaired  is  worth  one  half 
of  the  money  that  ihey  have  coft  the  nation. 

When  Lord  Hawke  went  out  of  office,  he  left  81  (hips  of 
the  line  fit  for  immediate  fervice.  Since  his  time,  fo  much 
tnoriey  has  been  paid  by  the  nation  to  the  ufe  of  the  navy, 
fh^X  irthefe  81  (hips  had  been  burnt  when  Lord  Hawke  went 
out  of  office,  they  now  ought  to  have  a  greater  fleet  than 
there  was  at  that  time.  They  ought  to  have  built  an  hun- 
dred (hips  of  the  Kne,  and  an  hundred  frigates,  for  the  moqey 
•We^  have  voted.  An  hundred  feVcnty-iour  gun  (hips,  at 
29,bool;  per  (hip,  is  2,900,000!.  and  an  huncSed  frigates  at 
'to^oooii  IS  1, 600,000! .  -We  have  voted  them  more  than 
4iQoc>^>ool.  and  yet  they  havie  not  now  eighty-one  (hips  fit  for 

Na  fervicc. 
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fervicc.  He  was  happy  to  find  that  they  had  at  laft  thought 
fit  to  build  {hips  in  the  merchants  yards.  The  difference  iti 
the  expencc  was  greatly  in  our  favour.  He  again  endeavcnir* 
cd  to  bring  to  the  recoUeSion  of  the  Houfe  the  fum  em-» 
bezzled  in  the  year  1772,  and  faidthat  the  vduchcns,  if  tny 
there  werc^,  might  have  been  produced  in  a  nut-iheil,  inftead 
of  the  waggon  mentioned  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
[Mr.  Ellis]  the  other  evening,  as  neceflary  for  that  purpoffr^- 

Mr.  tVelbore  Ellis  replied,  tteit  when  money  was  Wanted 
for  rejiairs,  it  was  ufual  to  put  down  the  name  of  any  on^ 
Ihip  in  the  eftimate,  and  to  apply  the  morjey  voted  by  ratliil- 
mtni  to  the  finifhing  fuch  (hips  as  could  fboneft  be  got  ready 
for  fea ;  that  therefore,  though  the  eftimate  Was  in  lonac  fort 
fallacious,  the  public  were  done  ftrifl  juftice  to. 

Mr.  jLtf//r^//  condemned  this  mode,  as  full  of  impofitionsy 
and  capable  of  opening  the  way  to  the  committing  every 
fpccies  of  fraud.  Why  put  (hips  in  the  eftimate,  when  no 
repair  is  intended;  and  if  the  (hip  which  wants  leaft  repair 
is  firft  put  in  hand,  ivhy  not  put  her  in  the  eftimate  I  For  id* 
(lance,  if  one  Qiip  is  known  to  want  a  repair  of  5000!.  and 
another  three  times  the  fum,  furely  it  would  be  the  eaiieft 
thing  imaginable  to  put  tho(e  only  in  the  eftimate  whick 
riiuft  be  repaired,  and  omit  thofe  which  never  may. 

Mr.  Butler  faid,  it  was  impoflible  to  know  what  (hips  would 
be  firft  repaired  till  they  were  ftripped.  A  (hip  when  firft 
brought  into  dock  may  (eem  to  want  but  a  flight  repair ;  but 
when  (he  is  ftripped  and  examined,  (he  might  be  found  to  Want 
a  very  full  one. 

The  firft  refolution  having  pafTed,  Mr.  Buller  rofe  again, 
and  moved,  that  569,0001.  and  a  fraflion,  be  voted  for  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  navy,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  17991  - 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair, 

Admiral  Pigot  rofe,  and  fpoke  very  humanely  on  the  bad 
flate  of  health  under  which  Admiral  Keppel  had  for  fome  time 
laboured.  He  faid  it  had  alarmed  his  friends  extremel^^, 
but  that  his  anxiety  and  wi(h  to  ferve  his  country  had  prevail- 
ed over  every  other  confideration,  and  had  induced  him 
to  leave  his  chamber,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
fleet  in  the  moment  of  public  danger.  That  now,  by  a  moft 
unaccountable  change  of  affairs,  that  officer,  who  put  his 
health  and  cha racier  to  the  hazard,  for  the  fake  of  faving  his 
country,  would  be  obliged,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  to  hold  up  bis 
hand  as  a  crimiual,  and  to  ftaqd  his  trial  for  bis  life-.    WjaLt^ 
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ing  very  emphatic^ly  defcribe^  this  reverfe  of*  fornine,  he 
adverted  to  the  aature  of  a  court-martial  held  on  board  a  ihipy 
and  (hewed 9  that  froni  the  extreme  heat  occafloned  by  ib 
many  perfons  being  confined  fo  long  in  one  cabin^  from  the 
unwholefome  damp  which  their  breaths  gave  rife  to,  ^nd 
from  the  dangerous  circunlftance  of  going  in  an  open  boat 
from  the  (hip  to  the  ihore  during  the  fitting  of  the  court- 
laartial  (which  mod  probably  would  continue  fix  or  feven 
weeks),  that  the  Admiral,  though  his  health  was  better  nojvy 
than  it  had  latdy  been,  would  run  the  rifque  of  his  life, 
efpecially  when  it  was  confid^red  that  the  trial  would  uqavoid.. 
ably  take  place  in  the  fevcreft  feafon  of  the  year.  As  the 
life  of  fo  worthy  an  officer  ;^s  Admiral  Keppel  was  of  2te^t 
confequence  to  the  public,  and  as  that  Houfe  could  not  mew 
•him  too  much  attention,  he  therefore  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  till  **  to  enable  the  I^ord  High  Admiral  of  Great 
Britain,  or  the  commiilioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiralf  for  the  time  being,  to  appoint  courts* martial 
to  be  held  on  officers  either  on  board  ihip  or  at.fome  conve* 
nient  place  on  fhore>  as  to  them  (hould  appear  neceflary  and 
expedient." 

Lord  Howe  faid,  every  thing  that  Houfe  could  do  in  favour 
of  Admiral  Keppel,  provided  they  did  not  injure  his  honour 
by  their  proceedings,  was  incumbent  on  them.  His  Lord«- 
Ihip  feconded  the  motion  ;  but  doubted  whether  there  was 
time  fufficicnt  to  pafs  the  bill  before-  the  adjournment  of  the 
Chriflmas  holidays. 

Mr.  Montafru  laid,  there  were  precedents  of  a  bill  being 
brought  in,  read  a  firfl  and  fecoind  time,  committed,  and  read 
a  third  time,  all  in  one  day. 

Lord  North  faid,  he  had  no  objeSion  to  a  bill  fpeclally  ap- 
plying to  the  cafe  of  the  Hon.  Admiral,  at  leaft  he  fhould 
not  oppofc  the  bringing  of  it  in  ;  but  he  never  would  confent 
that  the  fubfiiling  law  ihould  be  changed  on  light  grounds,  or 
in  a  hurry. 

Mr.  Ordy  chairman  of  the  committee  of  fupply,  brought 
up  the  rcfolutions  pafTed  the  preceding  day,  which  were 
agreed  to,  till  the  resolution  relative  to  the  ordnance  came  to 
be  read,  when 

Lord  Newhaven  put  a  variety  of  queftlons  to  the  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  board  of  ordnance,  upon  the  diiFerent 
Jieads.of  their  eflimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  ; 
^each  of  which  he  contended  coafiderably  exceeded  th6  expence 
of  paft  years,  after  allowing  properly  for  the  exceeding  of  the 
i^U^ntity  of  each  article. 
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Sir  Charles  Cocks  and  Sir  Charles  Frederick  rofe  alternately, 
and  anfwered  thefe  interrogatories  with  great  candour,  till  at 
length 

Colonel  Barre  faid,  that  it  would  be  endlefs  for  the  Houie 
to  fit  and  hear  a  perpetual  converfation^  confiding  merely  of 
queftions  arid  anfwers :  he  commended  the  induftry  of  the 
noble  Lord,  but  declared,  that  it  would  be  fcarcely  pofliUe  to 
tlo  the  bufinefs  in  a  committee,  if  it  were  conduded  in  fucfa  a 
mariner. 

The  Speaker  fupported  the  Colonel. 

Lord  Newhaven  then  proceeded  to  flatc  the  particulars  of 
the  efti  mates  which  he  objeded  to,  and  declared  he  (hould  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  moving  for  a  recommitment  of  the  le- 
folution  relative  to  the  ordnance. 

General  Conway  faid  a  few  words  relative  to  the  charader 
pfColonel  Defaguliers,  who  was  at  prefent  infptf  Aor  of  the 
ordnance,  and  aflerted,  that  he  was  not  only  a  man  of  (brift 
worth  and  integrity,  but  a  very  ingenious  engineer,  having 
made  feveral  ufeful  and  important  difcoveries  in  the  prafiicsH 
part  of  that  branch  of  fcience,  particularly  in  boring  of  can- 
non, and  in  various  conftrudions  of  guns,  mortars,  &c.  ap- 
plicable to  various  ufes. 

Right  hon.  T,  Townjhend  faid,  as  he  confidered  the  report  the 
fanie  thing  as  an  adjourned  debate,  he  (hould  give  his  fenti- 
ments  receding  what  had  fallen  the  preceding  day  in  the 
committee  from  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon. 

The  noble  Lord  had  declared  himfelf  in  the  ilrongeft 
and  moft  explicit  terms  in  favour  of  the  American  war.  He 
had  warmly  urged  the  propriety  of  making  the  moft  vigorous 
exertions  againft  the  common  enemy,  by  voting  a  military 
force,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
fand  men. 

His  principal  motive  for  now  troubling  the  Houfe  was, 
to  put  the  noble  Lord  in  mind  of  his  declarations,  and'  to 
proceed  to  the  donfequences  deducible  from  them.  He  fliould 
not  be  furprifqd,  however,  if  the  noble  Lord  (hould  recede 
from  every  fVllable  he  had  faid,  or  qualify  or  explain  his 
words  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  them  totally  a  different 
meaning. 

The  noble  Lord,  as  the  foundation,  the  corner  ftone  of  all 
his  meafiircs,  tells  you,  that  America  is  divided,  that  flieis 
fifty  millions  in  debt,  that  her  armies  are  almoft  annihilated, 
that  her  people  are  ilarving,  and  are  fufFering  under  the  very 
worft  fpccics  of  political  opprefiion  and  ufurpation  that  ever 

any 
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any  country  felt.  This  is  the  invitation  to  ruccefsy  and  the 
motives  for  urging  the  profecution  of  the  American  mf. 
But  is  this  the  old  flory  vamped  up  in  another  foFoi,  or  is'it 
the  eiFeA  of  a  mere  heated  imagination  r  The  noble  Lord 
has  frequently  amufed  himfelf  and  his  auditors  with  informa- 
tions at  fecond  hand,  and  confident  predidlions,  exadiv  re- 
fembling  the  prefent.  How  often  has  his  LordQiip  held  forth . 
in  this  Houfe,  with  all  the  oratory  for  which  he  is  fo  juftlv 
diftinguifhed,  in  defcribing  the  people  of  Anierica  as  weak 
and  divided,  as  hating  their  governors,  and  only  adding  under 
the  dominion  of  force  and  compulfion  ?  How  often  has  his 
Lordfhip  painted  their  diftreflTes  'm  all  that  glow  which  is  na- 
tural to  a  warm  imagination  ?  How  often  has  he  defcribed 
them  as  cove^d  with  a  blanjket,  held  together  round  their  na- 
ked carcaffes  by  a  fkewer  6nly  ?  What  pidures  of  their  fa- 
ini(hed  bodies  and  meagre  countenances,  and  all  that  woe  and 
mifery  which  "  befjpeak  a  variety  of  wretchednefs ;"  of  their 
want  of  all  kinds  of  provifions,  even  of  fah  ;  of  being  totally 
deftitute  of  all  kinds  of  naval  and  military  (lores,  of  guns, 
powder,  ball  or  bayonets ;  of  all  apparel  or  furniture  for 
Ihips  dedined  for  trade  or  war.  Pleafed,  but  altoniflied, 
how  often  has  this  Houfe  catched  with  joy  the  important  and 
joyful  tidings  i  But  lo!  how  often,  on  ih«  other  hand,  have 
we  been  awakened  out  of  thofe  deceitful  and  unwholefome 
flumbers,  into  which,  I  prefume,  the  noble  Lord  undefignedly 
lulled  us?  What  has  been  the  confequence  ?  We  found  that 
the  people,  inftead  of  being  divided,  wefe  united  ;  we  found 
that  thofe  naked  rebels  had  cloaths,  vtduals,  powder,  ball, 
ftiip  furniture,  &c.  We  found,  not  only  that  they  pofleflcd 
them,  but  poffeiTed  them  in  great  quantities.  The  London  Ga- 
zette, that  repofjtory  of  truth,  informed  us^,  at  leall,  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  miiinformed  :  for  befides  the  returns  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  fome  little  proof,  it  was  generally  clofed 
ivith  a  return  of  (lores  of  all  kinds,  provifions,  powder,  ball, 
guns,  mortars,  &c.  &c.  fo  that  whatever  truth  may  be  in  the 
conjcdures  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  would  juft  remind  him>  that 
they  can  be  entitled  to  no  great  weight  in  this  Houfe,  and  that 
any  meafures  founded  upon  them  muft  reft  upon  a  very  doubt- 
ful and  precarious  fupport. 

The  noble  Lord  has  told  us,  that  exertions  are  to  be  made 

^gainft  France  as  well  as  America.     Are  the  French  Weft 

India  Iflands  to  be  attacked  ?     No,  fays  the  noble  LoM,  to 

what  purpofe  ?    though  we  (hould  conquer  them,-  we  could 

njevejT  bring  hooie  the  produce  without  having  ports  in  Ame- 
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x84  PARLIAMENTARY         A.1778. 

rica,.  which  cannot  be  the  cafe  if  our  troops  be  withdrawn : 
18  it  intended  to  make  any  more  debarkations  on  the  coafi  of 
f'rance,  and  fpread  the  war  alarm  ?  No,  fays  the  noble 
Lord)  no  more  St.  Cas  affairs.  Shall  we  remove  the  feat,  of 
war  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  order  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  France  from  her  marme  ?  No,  fays  the  noble  Lord» 
Wt  (hould  never  bring  the  conteft  to  the  continent  of  Europe. 
Whenever  we  entered  into  mcafures  of  that  kind,  we  were 
fotf^  tP  it.  W^  were  dragged  into  the  continental  difpiue. 
Have  we  any  alliances  ?  Not  any,  fays  his  Lord(hip»  we 
ought  to  have  no  allies ;  alliances  can  only  be  of  fervice  in 
matters  properly  refpefting  the  interefts  of  Europe.  This  if  ' 
a  dlfpute  With  France  refpefting  our  colonies,  and  does  not 
in  the  leafl:  concern  the  powers  of  Europe.  No,  no,  no  alli- 
ances, fubfidies,  or  European  continental  wars.  The  noble 
Lord  faid  we  had  fixty  thoufand  men  for  the  home  defence  ; 
and  that  was  fully  fufficient  both  for  our  -immediate  pratec- . 
tion,  and  to  Awe  our  enemies.  He  would  recommend  to  thie 
noble  Lord,  if  not  ferious  in  any  other  matter,  that  lie  would 
keep  that  objeft  (feadily  in  view,  and  not  ftrip  the  kingdom, 
and  truft  all  to  the  hazardous  event  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
American  war.  If  fixty  thoufand  men  were  kept  at  home, 
if  the  other  feveral  defenfive  and  olFenfive  fervices  were  to  be 
attended  to,  it  fairly  amounted  to  this,  that  France  was  to  be 
fought  in  America;  but  in  what  manner  was  more  than  he 
could  tell.  The  whole  effcSive  force  in  America  did  not  at* 
prefent  exceed  fixteen  thoufand  men,  with  thirty  thoufand 
under  orders ;  the  filling  up  the  deficiencies  in  the  defeSivc 
corps  was  all  that  was  faid  to  be  intended,  and  could  not 
amount  to  any  very  confiderable  force.  What  then,  in  the 
name  of  God,  was  intended  ?  He  feared  minifters,  when  the 
force  was  once  voted,  would  difpofe  of  it  as  they  pleafed  ;  be 
that  as  it  might,  there  was  one  thing  the  minider  couftl  nei- 
ther evade  nor  explain,  that  was,  his  declared  refponfibility 
for  all  the  meafures  he  advifed,  relative  to  the  principle  and 
conducft  of  the  American  war. 

He  faid,  he  was  very  forry  that  there  was  not  a  feparate 
day  allotted  for  voting  the  ordnand;  cftimates,  and  for  taking 
the  many  monflrous  items,  of  which  it  was  compofed,  into 
confideration  ;  but  it  feemed  the  nation  was  rich  as  well  as 
jjowcrful.  The  Houfe,  it  was  true,  did  not  feem  willing  to 
hear  ^^^uch  detail,  but  it  the  noble  Lord  objefted  to  feveral- 
©f  the  articles,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  would  be, 
cither  to  move  tio  have  the  particular  rcfolutions  objeSed  to 

recommitted, . 
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recommitted^  or  to  appoint  a  committee,  and  order  4hem  to 
report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  Hotife.  He  then  remark- 
ed on  the  language  ufed  by  minifters  the  precediug  day, 
who  declared  for  a  negative  war  ;  this  was  not  to  be  done  ; 
that  was  not  to  be  done  ;  but  America  was  to  be  fubdued  by 
the  point  of  the  fword,  aided  by  her  inteftine  divifions.  But 
as  they  hacf  replied  negatively,  in  every  other  inibnce,  and 
had  affirmed  nothing  pofi lively,  but  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war,  why  did  they  not  ftate  the  means  of  carrying 
it  on  with  fuccefs?  The  army  in  America,  he  obferved,  wa« 
fo  weakened  by  detachments,  that  it  would  fcarcely  be  abla 
to  a6l  on  the  defenfive.  If  we  could  fpare  the  veteran  regi» 
ments  from  ihe  home  defence,  they  would  not  arrive  in  time. 
He  lamented  that  the  fame  infatuation,  the  fame  del u Hon, 
ftill  continued ;  our  inferiority  to  Frances,  either  in  Europe 
or  America,  muft  be  inevitable.  He  concluded  his  fpeecli 
in  nearly  the  following  emphatic  fentence:  I  wifli  to  God 
the  noble  Lord  would  rife  in  his  place,  and  difavovv  all  that 
he  has  faid  on  the  fubjeft  in  his  ufual  manner  of  difavowing 
pn  the  report  what  he  advances  in  the  committee  ;  and  give 
us  fome  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  old  Whig  raeafure  of  forming 
continental  connexions,  and  pufhing  a  continental  war,  is 
not  determined  to  be  never  again  revived. 

Lord  North  replied,  and  declared  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  exceedingly  mifconceived  wliat  he  had  faid  the  pre- 
ceding day  in  the  committee.  He  never  had  difclaimed 
continental  connexions  \  on  the  contrary,  he  had  held  a  very 
different  language.  He  faid,  that  the  ambition  of  Franca 
had  carried  us  to  the  continent  lafl  war;  that  we  were  in  arms 
there  to  reprcfs  the  attempts  of  the  houfe  of  Bourborl  to 
grafp  at  an  inordinate  poflelfion,  and  in  order  to  preferve  the 
balance  of  power.  He  had  never  faid  that  it  would  be  wrong 
to  attack  France  at  home,  but  he  was  free  to  repeat,  that  he 
thought  it  highly  impolitic  to  withdraw  our  fleets  and  armies 
from  America,  merely  to  attack  France  at  prefent*  That 
it  would,  in  his  idea,  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to  leave  America 
to  herfelf  juft  at  this  juncture.  That  of  neceiruy  Nova- 
Scotia,  Canada,  New- York,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Florida  mult 
fall,  if  we  withdraw  our  fleets  and  armies  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  Atlantic. 

Col.  Earre  confidered  the  eftimates,  he  faid,  in  a  fcriou« 
light.  They  amounted  to  the  fum  of  917,373!.  and  that  in 
the  fourth  year  of  a  war  againft  America  \  a  (um  equal  to 
the  cxpence  of  the  ordnance  in  the  three  firft  years  of  the 

laft 
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laft  war,  1756,  I757>  1758  ;  equal  to  that  of  the  years  in^ff 
and  1760,  the  fourth  and'  fifth  years  of  that  war;  equal  to 
the  year  1761,  the  fixth  and  glorious  year  of  that  war;  and 
rot  much  inferior  to  1762 /of  that  war,  when  we  made  our 
greateft  exertion.     Now  thcfe  faSs  proved  either  a  wade  of 

Jublic  money,  or  an  incapacity  in  its  applicatioQ.  He  faw 
4,oool.  charged  for  camp>equipage,  ammunition,  and  ord- 
nance ftorcs,  in  England,  for  the  laft  fummcr.  This  too 
aftoniflied  him,  fince,  in  the  memorable  period  of  1745,  when 
an  infurredion  was  in  the  country,  and  when  more  and  great- 
er armies  were  embodied,  he  faw  that  the  expencc  of  the 
camp  (lores,  ammunition,  artillerv,  horfes,  occ.  was  but 
30,0001.  and  the  extras  of  the  year  but  twenty -five  thoufaild 
pounds,  a  fum  not  much  more  than  half  the  prefent  charge; 
it  might  reafonably  be  expefted,  after  fuch  enormous  fums  had 
been  charged  for  ammunition,  that,  at  ieaft,  we  Ihould  have 
fuffictent  to  fupply  our  demands;  but  he  was  particularly 
furprifed,  when  he  heard  that  there  were  fhort  allowances  in 
fome  of  our  garrifons.  He  had  heard  it,  he  faid,  and  that 
from  authority  which  he  believed,  that,  in  the  late  attack  on 
Rhode- Ifland,  General  Pigot  had  been  forced  to  flacken  his 
fire  for  \yant  of  powder,  not  having  in  the  garrifon  more  than 
eight  days  ammunition.  Thefe,  and  many  other  circum- 
ftances,  concurred  to  perfuade  him  that  very  little  care  was 
taken  in  this,  as  in  every  other  office  under  government,  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

Sir  Charles  Cocks  faid,  that  Rhode- Ifland  Was  not  fupplied 
d?rp6lly  by  the  board  of  ordnance. 

Lord  Islorfh  protefled  it  was  the  firft  he  ever  heard  of  the 
want  of  powder  at  Rhode-Ifland. 

Sir  ff'illici?/i  Howe  faid,  he  had  not  heard  that  there  was  any 
want  of  powder  ;  yet,  if  there  had,  as  there  was  nio  attack 
cxpefted,  and  the  garrifon  had  a  hundred  rounds  a  man,  each 
for  eight  days,  he  thought,  under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
garrifon  had  been  amply  fupplied. 

Sir  John  IFrotteJley  laid,  he  was  by  no  means  for  withdraw- 
ing the  fleef  and  army  from  America  ;  but,  he  contended,  w©' 
were  not  able  to  carry  on  the  war  there  ofFenfively. — He  beg- 
ged to  know  if  minilters  had  taken  the  advice  of  military 
men,  and  had  been  properly  inftruded,  that  this  country  was- 
defcnfiblc  by  the  force  which  was  meant  to  be  retained  in  it 
for  its  fecurity? — He  maintained,  that  if  the  14,000  men 
which,  by  the  refolution  in  the  Committee  of  the  preceding 
day,  as  chiefly  i intended  for  the  reinforcement  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  (hould  even  join  him  in  due  time,  his  army  would, 
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neverthelefsy  be  weaker  than  it  was  previous  to  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  in.^yyS. 

He  then  enumerated  the  feveral  detachments  which  had 
been  made,  fmce  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  from  Sir  Henc/ 
Clinton's  army,  for  the  different  fervices :  3000,  he  under* 
ftood^  were  intended  for  the  C^troiinas,  to  favour  an  infurrec* 
tion  ready  to  break  out  there  againft  the  ufurped  powers  ^ 
5000  for  the  protedion  of  the  Weft  Indies;  aooo  tor  Hali- 
fax,  and  ^  detachment,  condfting  of  two  battahons  of  An* 
fpacb»  to  augment  the  force  at  Rhode-lfland  :  till,  therefore, 
the  new  levies  went  out,  our  grand  army  muft  be  obliged  to 
a&  on  the  defenfive ;  as  the  whole  force,  for  every  kind  of 
mifcellaneons  fervice,  including  the  defence  and  protection  of 
New- York,  Siaten-Ifland,  Long-lfland,  &c.  would  not,  even 
with  the  ailiilance  of  the  provmcials,  amount  to  14,000  cf- 
fedlive  men. 

He  obfcrved,  that  the  oftenfible  rcafon  for  evacuating  Phi- 
laddphia  was,  that  our  pofts  were  too  many,  our  troops  too 
much  detached  on  various  fervices,  to  be  timely  A:olle<5ied  for 
any  effedive  operations,  either  defenfive  or  offenfive.  He 
believed,  nay,  he  was  in  fome  meafure  himfelf  a  witneis  to 
the  truth  ot  the  obfervation ;  for,  in  his  opinion,  the  chain 
of  communication  was  too  far  extended,  which  was  the  chief 
reafon  why  the  war,  to  perfons  at  a  diilance,  fcemed  to  lanv 
guith.  By  the  new  meafures  now  purfuing,  the  fame  error 
was  adopted,  and  was  meant  to  be  carried  to  a  much  greater 
extreme;  "the  inevitable  confequence  of  which  would  be, 
that,  at  lome  future  period,  though  we  (hould  gain  fome  foot- 
ing in  Carolina,  we  Ihould  be  obliged  to  abandon  it,  ai  we 
had  Philadelphia. 

He  gave  a  minute  profeflional  defcription  of  the  retreat  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  lall  mentioned  place",  and  proved, 
in  a  very  fatisfadory  manner,  the  extreme  mconvenience  of, a 
long  march,  unlefs  the  army  had  a  river,  either  on  its  right  or 
left  flank,  or  in  its  rear.  He  paid  very  high  compliments  to 
the  conduS  of  Sir  William  Howe,  from  his  landing  at  the 
head  of  the  Elk,  till  his  taking  pofleilion  of  Philadelphia; 
which  he  called  a  glorious  march,  and  worthy  of  the  higheft 
encomiuiins. 

He  faid  it  was  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime,  that  he  had  joined 
oppofition,  becaufe  hfe  had.voted  againft  the  addrefs,  and  faid 
fomething  exprelFrng  a  difapprobation  of  an  offenfive  war 
in  America ;  or  rather  the  impradkicability  of  fubduing  the 
revolted  colonies,  with  fuch  a  force  as  we  are  able  to  fpare 
with  fafety  to  the  home-defence.    He  declared,  he  had  for 

nine 
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nine  years  voted'uniformly  with  adminiftration^  becaufe  be 
thought  they  aded  right ;  that  whenever  he  thought  fo  again^ 
hie  (hould  again  give  them  his  fiipport :  but  while  he  thought 
them  not  entitled  to  it,  he  (hould  certainly  oppofe  them,  on  the 
fame  principle  he  fupported  them,  a  conformity  to  a  ftrift  ad 
hcrence  to  what  he  deemed  his  duty. 

He  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  a  particular  circum* 
fiance,  the  fubjedl  indeed  led  to  it,  which  was,  in  a  very  kw 
days  after  he  voted  againft  the  addrefs,  his  receiving  orders 
fo  return  to  his  regiment  in  America.  He  hoped  the  man- 
date did  not  arife  from  any  thing  oflenfive  in  his  parliamentary 
condud ;  becaufe,  if  it  did,  he  defpifed  the  man  who  coula 
have  recoiirfe  to  fuch  fuperlative  meannefs,  fo  pitiful  and  fe- 
minine a  revenge,  as  much  as  he  did  the  meafure  itfelf. 

General  Conway  faid,  the  Houfe  was  no  ftranger  to  his 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  American  war,  in  its  precedent 
ftages ;  he  deprecated  its  dire  efFefts.  But  he  could  not  per- 
ceive how  it  was  poffible,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  that  country, 
allied  with  France,  and  a£ling  againft  us,  not  fo  much  for  her 
own  independency,  as  for  our  deftruftion,  without  the  moft 
dangerous  confequences.  As  to  the  expediency  or  inexpe* 
diency  of  continuing  the  war,  he  thought  that  fubjedl  de» 
ferved  the  mod  ferious  attention,  and  ought  to  have  a  parti- 
cular day  allotted  for  taking  it  into  coniideration,  and  that 
upon  the  mod  broad  and  comprehenfive  ground  :  but  at  pre- 
fent, (landing,  as  we  did,  in  a  (late  of  open  hoftility,  he  could 
not  po(fibly  reconcile  the  condudl  of  thofe  gentlemen  who 
voted  for  the  edimates,  and  at  the  fame  time  recommended  the 
•withdrawing  the  troops. 

Lord  hJorthy  in  reply  to  Sir  John  Wrotteiley,  faid  he  ne- 
ver heard  that  the  expedition  to  the  Carolinas  was  a  meafure 
aflually  refolvcd  upon  ;  and  prefumed,  that  the  good  fenfe  of 
the  commander  in  chief  would  not  permit  him  to  make  any 
detachments,  which  might  render  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand incapable  of  taking  every  advantage  times  and  circum* 
dances  might  permit,  in  giving  the  necelfary  protedion  ta 
4he  loyal  part  of  his  Majedy's  fubjeds  in  America,  or  from 
improving  fucii  favourable  events  as  might  fall  out,  between 
the  prefent  period,  and  the  feafon  proper  for  more  vigorous 
operations.  He  alFured  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the 
intimation  now  given,  of  his  having  gone  over  to  oppofition, 
was  the  fird  he  received  ;  and  he  was  certain  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  midaken  in  his  conclufion,  that  the 
order  he  received  to  join  his  regiment  originated  fromr  the 
caufe  he  was  pleafed  to  ad^gn,  his  conduct  or  vote  in  Par- 
liament. 
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liament.  He  was  perfuaded  that  no  member  of  adtniniftra- 
tion,  or  adminiftration  colkaively  taken,  would  have  afted 
in  fo  improper  and  unbecoming  a  manner  ;  which,  if  they 
could  be  capable  of,  would  fully  juftify  thofe  fentiments  cx- 
preffed  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  As  he  was  totally  a 
ftranger  to  the  whole  tranlaSion  of  the  prefumed  caufe,  as 
well  as  effefl,  Ke  cotild  not  direftly  account  for  the  order, 
but  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  was  officially  ifTued,  in  con- 
formity to  the  routine  of  regimental  duty  in  the  guards,  in 
which  corps,  he  underftood,  the  honourable  officer  ferrfed. 
He  was  forry  to  have  loft  his  fupport,  as  he  always  thought 
the  approbation  of  his  meafures  an  hofiour ;  and  (hould  al- 
ways think  fo,  if,  on  any  future  occafion,  they  ihould  again 
meet  with  his  fupport. 

Sir  John  fTrotfeJIey  rofe  again,  and  obferved,  that  never  was 
there  a  time  when  public  eeconomy  became  more  an  objeflt 
of  general  as  well  as  particular  policy,  than  the  prefent ; 
when  we  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  moft  potent  and  in* 
veterate  enemy,  and  were  to  contend,  befides,  with  a  third 
of  oui"  own  fubjefts.    He  could  not,  therefore,  but  be  greatly 
alarmed,  when  he  faw  a  charge,  in  the  American  ftafF,  of 
nearly  I2,oool.  per  annum  for  deputy  commilfaries  ;  though^ 
when  he  left  New-Yo^k,  they  had  fcarccly  any  employment ; 
or,  if  there  was  any,  the  coramiflariate  firft  eiiablifliea  would 
be  fully  equal  to  the  execution  of  it.     When,  indeed,  the 
army  was  parcelled  out ;  when  various  ports  were  maintained ; 
when  the  grand  army  was  at  Philadelphia,  detachments  and 
pofts  in  the  Jerfeys,  a  confiderablc  body  at  New- York,  and 
various  expeiditions  on  foot,  there  might  be  fome  pretext  for 
deputies  or  fupernumeraries  ;  but  when  the  army  was  chiefly 
confined  to  New- York  and  Rhode-Ifland,  he  thought,  to 
keep  up^  fo  expenfive  an  eftablifliment  was  a  moft  ftiameful 
wafte  of  public  money.     By  what  he  could  learn,  there  were 
no  lefs  tnan  nineteen  deputies,  at  the  expence  of  thirty  (hil- 
lings a  day  each  ;  though  Mr.  Wier,  the  commi (Tary- gene- 
ral himfelf,  alfured  him,  that  one  half  erf  the  number  were 
fully  equal  to  tranfadl  the  whole  bufinefs. 

tord  North  faid,  that'the  deputy-commiflaries  were  not  ap- 
pointed at  home,  nor  was  the  impropriety  of  this  new  eftablilh- 
ment  at  all  imputable  to  adminiftration,  Mr.  Wier,  the  com 
miflary-general,  who  had  ferved  in  Germany  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief  [Sir  William  Howe],  was  appointed  in  com- 
pliment to  the  latter.  Adminiftration  could  have  no  job  to 
carry ;  nor,  when  the  fituation  of  Mr.  Wier  was  confictered, 
(xmid  it  poffibiy  be  fuppofed  that  they  intended  it,  or  any 
5  tbing, 
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things  but  10  gratify  the  commander  in  chief,  to  whom,  it 
uras  underAood,  fuch  an  appointment  would  be  extremely 
agreeable.  If,  therefore,  in  confequence  of  that  appoint- 
ment, the  multiplicity  of  budnefs  which  followed,  or  any 
Other  caufe,  the  (lafTin  America  caoje  to  be  loaded,  he  hoped 
suid  expeSed,  if  there  was  any  caufe  of  complaint,  that  no 
part  of  it  would  be  laid  upon  adminiftration,  who  wecfcy  ia 
this  inftance,  totally  blamelefs. 

Sir  TFilliam  Howe  faid,  that  finding  that  Lord  North  reded, 
"with  a  particular  emphads,  on  the  circufnftance  of  the  ap* 

E ointment  of  Mr.  Wier,  on  his  requeft,  or  as  its  having  been 
nown  that  fuch  an  appointment  would  be  extremely  agreeable 
to  him,  he  feemed  fomewhat  embarrafled.  He  underitoodi  he 
faid,  that  gentleman  was  coming  home  ;  and  he  doubted  not, 
from  his  known  condud  and  charader,  he  would  be  able  to 
judify  every  thing  he  had  done  as  commiflary-general ;  and, 
now  he  was  up,  he  would  fay  a  word  or  two  of  what  fell 
within  his  own  knowledge.  He  was  never  aware  that  the 
number  of  deputies  was  larger  than  wa^  requifite,  to  leave 
fome  with  fo  much  of  the  army  as  remained  in  any  particu- 
lar town,  either  Philadelphia  or  New- York,  for  example,  and 
to  difpatch  fome  with  the  other  part  of  the  army  fent  elfe- 
where,  as  occafion  might  require.  He  added,  that  if  his  me- 
^  mory  failed  him  hot,  their  pay  was  ten  (billings  a-day,  and 
not  thirty. 

General  Burgojne  rofe  next,  and  prefled  the  augmentation 
of  the  regiments  at  Saratoga,  and  the  employment  of  the  offi- 
cers ;  the  General  acknowledged  he  had  his  refentment 
againft  particular  rainifters,  but  protefted  he  was  not  on  the  pre* 
fent  occafion  influenced  by  ihofe  refentments,  or  by  any  wiin  to 
oppofe  government,  but  his  anxiety  to  relieve  and  gratify  the 
tithes  of  thofe  who  had  fo  bravely  ferved  under  his  command. 
There  were  above  thirty  officers,  of  different  ranks,  who 
were  made  prifoners  under  the  convention  at  Saratoga,  now  in 
this  kingdom,  fome  on  their  parole,  and  others  that  had  been 
exchanged  foon  after  the  convention  was  figned,  among 
whom  were  two  or  three  field  officers.  He  thought  it  would 
beextremely  improper  and  ungenerous  to  permit  them  to  re- 
main  ina<3ive,  ufelefs,  and  neglefled  at  hpmc,  inftead  of  eni>- 
ploying  them  in  the  fervice  or  their  country.  And  though, 
at  prefent,  there  was  no  immediate  profpe<Sl  that  the  recruits 
would  join  their  refpedive  corps,  the  officers  would  be  ren- 
dered of  that  kind  of  fervice  whiclv  now  only  remained  in 
theif  power,  that  of  (Irengthening  the  general  defence^  by  re- 
cruiting aod  difciplining  a  Jbody  of  men  wliich^  might  here- 
.     .  aftef 
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after  be  wanted.  Beiides  this,  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
treating  the  colonels  of  the  refpedlive  regiments  now  at  Bof* 
ton  very  unhandfomely^  as  fuch  a  diftindion  would  preclude 
them  from  receiving  the  advantages  that  would  be  enjoyed  by 
every  other  colonel  in  the  fervice. 

,  Mf.  j€nktnfon  faid,  that  the  fird  idea'  taken  u  p  on  the  fubje^Sit 
and  which  he  had  explained  the  preceding  day,  in  the  com* 
mittee,  was,  that  the  nation  would  have  been  put  to  an  unne- 
eeflary  expence,  to  no  manner  of  purpofe,  as  the  men  re- 
cruited would  neither  join  their  own  regiments  nor  aiw  othert 
according  to  the  plan  of  the  prefent  augmentation.  This  was 
the  only  motive  tor  omitting  the  corps  detained  under  the 
convention  of  Saratoga ;  but  the  reafons  now  urped  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  in  part  altered  his  opinion  ;  and  if 
it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  and  could  be  rendered  agreeable 
to  the  eftabliflied  rules  of  fervice,  he  had  no  poflible  objedion. 
At  prefent,  nothing  could  be  done  in  it,  without  re-commit- 
ting the  refolution,  which  would  be  inconvenient ;  but  care 
ihould  be  taken,  on  fome  future  day,  to^  render  the  matter 
agreeable  to  the  ideas  thrown  out  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Colonel  Barre  complimented  General  Burgoyne  on  his  fo 
often  {landing  up  the  advocate  of  thofc  brave  fellows  who  had 
ferved  under  him  in  America  :  he  faid  it  did  him  the  higheft 
honour  ;  and,  it  alfo  refle£led  credit  on  the  honourable  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Jenkinfon]  who  had  confented  to  employ  the  offi* 
cers.  The  colonel  then  declared,  that  as  the  Houfe  was  fo 
thin,  and  he  faw  the  members  were  anxious  to  depart,  be 
would  conclude  with  advifmg  that  Houfe,  on  a  future  da/t 
to  change  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  to  extend  the  bounty  from 
the  failors  to  the  foldiers,  by  einancipating  the  latter  from 
flavery,  and  no  longer  to  continue  them  for  life  in  the  army, 
but  to  limit  the  lime  of  their  being  obliged  to  ferve.  Bythi^ 
alteration,  he  faid,  the  army  would  be  much  eafier  recruited 
than  before,  and  that  we  (hould  then  have  no  want  of  foldiers 
on  any  occafion* 

December  17. 

Admiral  Ptgot  brought  up  **  the  bill  for  empowering  the 
lord  high  admiral,  or  the  commiflTioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  England,  to  hold  courts  martial 
on  fea-officers  in  his  Majefty's  fervice,  at  any  convenient  place  . 
on  (hore,  as  often  in  fuch  cafes  as  the  lord  high  admiral,  dr 
the  lords  commiflioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
admiral,  (hall  judge  it  neceflary  or  expedient.*'  o  y. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  tinie,  and  thefij  tbtti^ 

mitted,  and  the  comtnittee  appointed  to  lit  imit^mrtltf. 

'i.  Upon 


I9t  PARLIAMENTARY         A.JtjjS. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Brdit  tookthe  chair,  and-the  bill  was  again 
read,  claiirebyclaiiresfcveralinconficiefialble  amendments  Prttt 
made,  and  then  the  chairman  aiked^if  a^y  gentleman  had  aojr 
daufe  to propofe  ?  ..■?:.  * 

Mr.  Gould  [judge  advocate]  defired  it: plight  be  conHderei^ 
that,  under  the  zSt  for  regulating  courts  maitial  ih  thojiQinryy 
the  captains  who  try  the  caufe  are  not  permitted- to  lesiTiet' the 
ihip  till  the  trial  is  over ;  becaufc  they  ariQ  .OQj:  tq|  .mix  with 
the  world,  or  have  any  communication  with  it,  while  they 
are  fitting  in  judgment:  he  therefore  hoped  fome  provifion 
would  be  made  fimilar  to  it. 

After  a  flight  debate  on  the  fubjefl,  the  attorneyogeneral  .. 
drew  up  a  claufe  to  the  fame  cfFeA,  which  was  inferted. 

Lord  Mulgrave  hinted  that  the  military  academy  in  the 
dock-yard  at  Portfmouth  was  the  place  thought  of,  and  which 
he  imagined  would  be  liable  to  no  objedlion,  as  there  was  a 
commodious  hall  belonging  to  it,  and  proper  apartments  for 
ihe  officers  who  were  tabe  the  judges,  which  would  be  fitted 
up  with  every  convenient  accommodation. 

The  Sohdtor  General  next  moved  a  claufe,  tending  td grant 
a  power  to  the  court  of  excluding  ftrangers  at  difcretion,  for 
the  better  preferving  order  and  decorum  at  the  trial.  This 
was  oppofed,  and  in  the  end  withdrawn. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton^  in  his  feat  as  a  member,  deemed  the 
claufe  unncceflary  :   he  faid,  to  be  fure  the  court  would  of 
courfe  have  a  difcretionary  power  to  prevent  fuch  a  crowd  as 
might  interrupt  the  trial,  or  be  otherwife  detrimental;  couffs- 
of  juftice always  had;  therefore  no  provifion  was  neceflkry  ;  ' 
and  any  reftriftions  calculated  to  exclude  perfons  of  any  de- 
nomination, would  be  contrary  to  the  firft  principle  of  the 
Englifli  law.     The  doors  of  all  courts  of  juftice,  as  welljM.  r 
places  of  public  worftiip,  muft  be  open;   and,  to  be  furej,ill  •;■ 
his  Majefty's  fubjefts  had  an  equal  right  to  be  admitted,  as 
long  as  room  could  be  found  for  them  without  incommoding 
the  court. 

When  the  bill  was  gone  through  the  committee.  Admiral,  r 
Pigot  gave  his  reafons  for  bringing  it  in,  out  of  refpicft  ton^ 
the  prefen^ation  of  fo  valuable  a  life,  which  the  public  might  '■ 
one  day  want^gain.     He  then  recapitulated  the  fervices  Ad- 
miral Keppel  had  performed  for  his  coyntry  in  the  laft  war, 
and  concluded  with  fdme  profeffional  retnarks  on  the  adion 
off  Uihant.     He  faid  the  admiral  could  not  have  aded  other- 
wife  than  he  did  ;  the  French  for  fOOr  days  avoided  coming 
to  an  a£^ion,  and  if  our  admiral  had  attempted  to^  draw  up. 
his  fleet  in  tfae.ufual  lii^  of.ba^tle,  he  couid  jfiever  hav^  coqm^ 
■   -     ^    '■  •*■    -..  '  '  ■■  ^  to    ■ 
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up  with  them  at  all,  thejr-were  fo  much  to  windward  of  him ; 
and  what  would  have  been  Taid,  if  he  had  returned  into  port 
without  exchanging  a  (hot  ?  The  wh(Je  country  would  have 
been  in  an  uproar  and  confuGom 

Adjoumea  to  the  2%d. 

The  Hbufe  fitt  ob  tlie  27d,  a^if  and  a4th ;  but  there  were 
no  debates  on  thole  days.  On  the  S4th  the  Houfe  adjourned 
to  the  14th  of  Jmmgj  1779. 


A  few  days  before  the  adjournment,  and  a  little  while  af- 
ter the  next  meeting,  the  following  papers  were  laid  upon  the 
Uble  : 


A  Ltfiofthe  CommiffariateiOppointid  at  tht  Tnajurj^  inconfe^ 
qutnce  of  the  frkr  in  North  Anuricaf  with  an  Account  ^ 


In  Canada. 

Commlffary  of  the  Army  in  Canada. 

Nathaniel  Day,  Efq.        -         .       2 

Dim,        D^iu. 

0  Mar.  30,  1776 

Deputy  Commlffariis. 

Jobn  Drummond,  Efq.        -        .         i 
Jkctwood  Parkhurft,  Efq.         -          i 

10  ditto 
10  ditto 

AJfiftant-CwimiJhrUs, 

Jonathan  Clark,  Gent.        -         .        i 
Ifaac  Winflow  Chrke,  Gent^       -        i 
James  Farquharfon,  Gent.           -        I 

0  ditto 
0  ditto 
0  Sept.  i8»  1776 

/»  North  America* 

CMmiffary, 

Daniel  Chamier,  Efq.         .         .       %'  o  Apr.  |.  I7?6. 

Oaatd  Wier,Erq.lnoeDi<iielCh«gaitf  8    0  Fel».  r,  1777 

V01.X.  O  Ctmmjf'ry 
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Commiffary  rf  Afcmpts, 

Pay  per  Ditwu  DaHim 

Daniel  Chamier,  Efq,         -  -30  ditto    . 

Duncan  Dnimmond,  Efq.  vice  D.  Cha- 
mier, deceafcd        -  -  -30  Feb.     t    1779 


Deputy  Commiffaries,  -^ 

John  Morrifon,  Efq.  -  -  i  10  Apr.  1,   1776 

rater  Paiimier,  Efq.  -  -  I  10        ^     «, 

tjeorge  Brinley,  Efq,"  -  t         i  10        , .,  3, 

Affijiant  Commiffaries.  "^  ■  : 

James  Porteus,  Gent.         -  -10  i,      ' 

Jam<;S  Chriftie,  Gent.  -  -         10  .a, 

John  Crawford,  Gent.         -  -10  3,, 

William  Bmlcr,. Gent.         -  -  10  Nov.' i,',^ 

Frederick  William  Hecht,  Gent.  i     o  '2, 

Gregory  Townlhend,  Gent.  -         10  3*     1 

Roger  Johnfon,  Gent.         -  -         i     o  June  Oo/rfjay 

Infpe^or  and  Superintendant  of  the  Provijions,  Train  of  HUfes^ 

and  fVaggom. 
Francis  Rufh  Clarke,  Efq.  -  10  June  15,  1776 

Liji  of  Commiffaries  f^rving  in  Canada  and  at  the  Uppf^^J^^fls^ 
between  Dec,  2K,  1777,  and  June  24,  I'j'jiy  and  paid  iyjfa^ 
thaniel  Day^  Commiffary   General  (Treafury  Comtniffariil 

excepted )  • 

Treafury  Commiffaries,  '»^  .y.~ 

Nathaniel  Day,  ccmmilfary- general,  Montreal  ^' 

iohn  Drumm^nd,  deputy  commilfary-general,  Quebec 
lectwood  Parkhurft,  ditto,  Sorel 

James  Farqiiharfon,  afliftantcommiflary-general,  Chamblj 
faac  Clark,  ditto,  Montreal 

Commiffaries  attending  the  Army  in  Canada* 

SaUry^  Army  P^^ 
Comminctng  Ending,     44-.  8^ 

N.  M'Lean,  afTift.  com.  gen.  at  per  JUfUrM 

Berihier         -  -  -       1777  1 778 

p.  Bit,  licputji' commif.   Que- 
bec, fjck        "  -        '    -  Dec.  25,      June  24,  •     10 

T.  Scott, 
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■    '  '  "  Salary,  Army  Fay, 

CtHmencing,       £/iding,    4s,  8</. 

1777                1778  /''■  ''«^^^'*« 

T*  Scott,  dep.  commif.  at  Qiiebec  Dec.  25,     June  24,  10 

Sam.  Phillips,  afliftant  ditto,  ditto        ditto  ditto  5 

James  Penkerton,  conduftor,  ditto       ditto  ditto  3 

Serj.  Tike>  for  invalids;  at  ditto           ditto  ditto  I 

t.  rritchard,  royalifts,  at  ditto             ditto  ditto  I 

b.  Sills,  aflift.  com.  at  Three  Rivers     ditto  ditto  5 

Thomas  Lewis,  conduftor,  at  ditto      ditto  ditto  3 

S.  Drewry,  affift.  commif.  at  Sorel      dirto  ditto  5 

John  Davy,  ditto,  at  ditto                     ditto  ditto  5 

Alex.  Chaucer,  condudor,  at  ditto      ditto  ditto  3 

S.  Jacobs,  affift.  com.  at  St*  Dennis     ditto  ditto  5 

Daniel  Morrifon,  ditto,  at  Berthier      ditto  ditto  5 

Mich.  Flanigan,  ditto,  at  La  Chenay  ditto  ditto  5 

Alexander  M«Ray,  ditto,  fick              ditto  ditto  5  . 

Nin.  Crichton,  ditto  at  Montreal         ditto  ditto  5 

Lewis  Boutillier,  ditto,  at  ditto             ditto  ditto  5 

F.  Landrieve,  ditto,  at  ditto  ditto  ditto  5 
Tofeph  Johnfon,  conduflor,  at  ditto  ditto  ditto  j 
r.  &auba(Iin,a(n(l.  com.  at  Lachine    ditto  ditto  5 

G.  Gaiichee,  ditto,  at  ditto  ditto  ditto  5 
Fra.  Courfole,  condii6)or,  at  ditto  ditto  ditto  3 
Levi  Willard,  ditto,  fick  ditto  ditto  3 
LeQ.Perriville^aflift.com.  at  Laprairie  ditto  ditto  5 

Campbell,  conduflor  at  ditto      ditto  ditto  3 

A.  Crookihanks,  aflift.  com.  at  Bou- 

chervill         -        -        -        -        ditto  ditto  5 

Thomas  Dennis,  ditto,  at  Cedars        ditto  ditto  5 

■         Boileau,  fen.  ditto,  at  Chambly    ditto  ditto  5 

—  Boileai),  jun.  condiiSor,  at  ditto  ditto  ditto  3 

P.  PetriiBoux,  condudor,  at  ditto        ditto  ditto  3 

John  M'Cutchion,  ditto,  at  ditto          ditto  ditto  3 

C.  Blaney,  aflift.  com.  at  St.  John's      ditto  ditto  5 

fohn  Beninger,  ditto,  at  ditto                ditto  ditto  3 

ohn  Valentine,  conduftor,  at  ditto    ditto  ditto  3 

.  Grant,  deputy  com.  at  Navy            ditto  ditto  lo 

George  Scarr,  condgflor,  at  ditto          ditto  ditto  3 

H.  M'Ray,  aflift  com.  at  Ifle-aux-  Noix  ditto  ditto  5 

M.  Murphy,  condudor,  at  ditto           ditto  ditto  3 

A.  Gallaway,  ditto,  at  ditto                  ditto  ditto  3 

S.  Prenties,  aflift.  com.  at  Pointaufer  ditto  ditto  c 

1778 

R.  Woodmafs,  condudor,  at  Quebec  May  25,    ditto  3 
'      O  2                                       Upf>€r 
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Opper  Pojl  Commiffaries, 

Salary^  Army  Ftu 
Qmrnmencmi,         Ending,       41.   8a 

1777  pwMkf. 

J.Ferguron,aflift.com.atOfwegatchy  Dec.25,    Juneai^   .  S 

1778  ^*^\ 
James  Pudge  wayiCondudor,  at  ditto.  Mar.  25,     ditto     '  3 

1777 
JEd.  Pollard,  affift,  coto.  at  Niagara,     Dec.  25,     ditl6'       ^ 
Edward  Smith,  ditto  ^t  Fort  Erie         ditto  djttb  ='     5 

Sampfon  Flemings  ditto,  at  Detroit     ditto  flitto  >     5 

Tohq  Aj](in»  dittQi  at  Michilmakenac    ditto  ditto       5 

Signed  Na^-haniel  DaY, 
Commiflary  Gencr^^ 

J^iji  of  Pfrfins  employ 4  in  the  Commlffariaie  under  th^  Dim^ 
Hon  of  Daniel  Wier,  Commijpiryi  General,  PtiliuUifbi^^ 

May  ^2^l^^%. 

burling.  Ofrrmf^ 

*i      4.    «•    * 

A.  Knecht,  afllfl:.  commif.  at  Philadelphia  %o    o 

Richard  Graham,  ditto,  at  ditto        -?        •  ip    q 

Nathaniel  Whitworth,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  50 

Balfour  Stewart,  ditto,  at  ditto  <*        *  50'. 

Gilhatn  Tailer,dittO|  at  ditto    -        .        *  j|     q 

Clerks^  Store-Keepersj  JJfuen  of  Provijions,  i^e^ 

Alexander   Wemyrs,  at  Philadelphia  -  5     0 

William  Coffin,  at  ditto          -  -  *  5     0 

James  Stockton,  at  ditto        -  -  .f  5     o- 

John  Howland,  at  ditto    -r        -  -  -  5     c* 

Kohert  Caldcleugh,  at  ditto       -  •  -  5-0 

Greegs  Farriib,  at  ditto    -     .  •  .  •  5     ^ 

John  Chriftie,  at  ditto       -        -  •  -  5     ^ 

J.  C.  Senger,  at  ditto      -        -  -  .  76 

Richard  William  Parkin,  at  ditto  -  ^  50 

Alexander  Menzies,  at  ditto    •  -  •  4    a 

>(.  B.  Nine  coopers  and  about  60  labourers 

in  the  ^tores,  at        •         -  -r  -  36 

Gillam  Butler^  forage  department  -  •  IP    o 

Qerksy  Receivers,  and  Iffuers  of  Forage. 
Samuel  Clayton,  at  Philadelphia        ^        •  5    0 
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Pay  per  3dy» 
Stirling.Curreiuyu 
'.      -'.    1.    it 

Seth  North,  at  Philadelphia  -  -    5    o 

Walter  Humphreys,  at  ditto  -        ^50 

Alexander  Gallatly,  at  ditto  -  .50' 

Williaoi  Sheppardy  at  ditto        •  -        *    5    ^ 

Two  overfeersand  abotit  30  labourers. 
Thomas  Aftod  CofHn*  aflifiant  commiQ^r^j./ 
Johnjaffray,  ruperintendant  of  frefli  f^Qy^fions^ 

at  rhiiadelphia     :   -    -.,  -v  .    ,  -r    -  'o    ^ 

Willam  Elder,  clerk      :^r.r  .?  "    ■»•    5    o 

Nine  butchers,  at  Der  day. 
Jdhn^Mac  Kenney,  firft  derk,  New  York  7    6 

Rigdon^ice,  ditto,  at  ditto  •  "-     7     5 

Aoam  Dolmage,  ditto,  at  ditto  ^        -    7     6 

Horatio  SmitiC  ditto,  at  ditta  «  .76 

lofepb  Chew,  af&ftant  clerk,  at  ditto    «  -50 

John  Menzies,  ftore-keeper,  at  ditto  -     5     o 

George  Gofling,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  *    5  ^ 

Kennlth  Mackenie,  afTiftant  ftore-keeper,  at  do.    3    6 
Danidl  Dnnfcomb,  ditto,  at  ditto        -.  ••     3     ^ 

Archibald  Blundell,  ditto,  at  ditto  ^    3    ^ 

William  Dunlap,  ditto,  at  ditto  -   ^       -    3     ^ 

N.  B.  Between  40  and  56  labourers,  upon  an 
average,  in  the  (iorcs,withQUC  rations,  except  the 
coopers,  who  receive  rations  -  -  4    d 

John  Dspon  Wilkes,  accomptant,  at  ditto  io    o 

ohn  Nugent,  deputy  in  ftoppage-office  with 
Gregory  Townfend,  at  ditto  -  10    o 

Jofeph  Orchard,  fuperintendant  of  the  King's 

bakery  with  Peter  [^aumier,  at  ditto  -50 

John  Richardfon,  ditto,  at  ditto         -  -50* 

t.  Buxton.,  infpeQor  of  the  town  bakeries,  at  do.  8    o 

H.  M*Dowl,  ditto  flour  and  dry  proviiions,  at  do.  8    <> 

About  30  bakers  employed  from  4I.  to  5I.  per 

month,  and  their  rations. 
W.Tyng>  affiftant  commiflary,  at  Brooklyn        io    o    .  ' 
One  cooper  and  two  labourers  occafiona^ly,  at 

ditto,  at  per  cfey. 
W.  P^erfon,aflift.  commiflary,  at  Jamaica,  L.T.  5     ^ 
Abbur3  laboul'ers,  at  ditto>'at  pdr  day     .-40' 
S*  Tones,  affiftant  commiflary,  at  Staten  Ifland      5     o 
lofephjonts,  ditto,  ardJ{^6o  ^■:  -50 

^  One  copper  and  two  l^bot^rersi  at  ditto  4    o 

■'■-'".'  O3  J.Cog^ 
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F»y  per  Day. 
Sttrling.  Cmrraiy, 
J,    d,       *•    d, 

J.  Coggcfhall,  aflSft.  commif.  at  Powle's  Hook      5    o 

One  aiTiftant  occafionally,  at  ditto  4    O 

If.  Noble,  aflift.  commif.  at  Marfton's  wharf        5    P 

Three  or  four  labourers,  at  ditto     •  4    ^ 

Robert  Rofs,  keeper  of  the  tranfport  account^  at 

New  York  -  -  -     lo    O 

Thomas  Moore,  affiftant  ditto,  at  ditto  -    5     b 

John  Moore,  affiAant  accomptant,  at  ditto  -  5  o 
Samuel  Paine,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  "    5     ^ 

William  Newton,  clerk,  at  ditto  •         -50 

Benjamin  Thompfon,  ditto,  at  ditto  -50 

Two  labourers,  at  ditto  -         -  4    P 

W.  Nixon,  infpedlor  of  provifionsand  {lores^at  do.  10  o 
Stephen  Kibble,  afliftant  commiflary,  at  ditto  7  6 
William  Parfons,  ditto,  at  ditto  -        -50 

Robert  Harding,  out-door  clerk,  at  ditto  -     4     6 

Robert  Crannel,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  -50 

Andrew  Mac  Lewie,  ditto,  at  ditto  -50 

'acob  V.  Sie,  diit©,  at  ditto  -  -    4     6 

ohn  Fitzpairick,  out-door  clerk,  at  ditto  -  4  6 
^  .  Fegan,  (lore- keeper,  porter,  and  vinegar,  at  do,  5  o 
..achlan  Mac  Into(h,  afliftant  commiflary  and 

ifliier  of  provifions,  at  ditto  -  -     10     o 

Benjamin  Chadwell,  clerk  of  iflues,  at  ditto  5     o 

John  Wier,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  •     S     O 

Alexander  Dobbin,  afliftant  clerk,  at  New  York  4  6 
Godlieb  Switzier,  Heflian  interpreter,  at  ditto  4  6 
Eight  coopers  at  5s.  and  60  labourers  at  4s.  occa- 

fionaily,  at  ditto. 
E.  G.  Lutwyche,  fuperintendant  of  the  King's 

brewery,  at  ditto  -  -  -  10     o 

Charles  Hompay,  brewer,  at  ditto  -         -    j     o 

Benjamin  Hilton,  clerk,  at  ditto       -  .50 

tichard  Edwards,  cooper,  at  ditto         -  -    3     6 

/.  Brundige,  do.  at  do.  5I.  currency  per  month. 
^  ohn  Brewer,  carman,  4l>-ios.  per  ditto. 
^  ohn  Child,  ditto,  4I.  los.  per  ditto 

Five  labourers  -  -  -  S     © 

H.  Wlllard,  commiflary  of  cattle,  at  New  York  10  o 
Abel  WiJlard,  afliftant  ditto,  at  ditto  .50 

Habijah  Willard,  junior^  ditto,  at  ditto  -50 

Jdin 


A.  177*.  tf  fe-B    A    ^    E    8."  t^ 

Fay  per  D^. 
SterlimgCurrencyi 
«.     /.     u    d^ 

John  Beck,  dift6,  at  New  York  -  -    5    ^ 

Feter  Ball^  ifliier  of  frefti  provifiohis,  at  ditto  6    o 

John  Kelfo,  cleit,  at  Brodkly ti  -  -40 

J.^ourneay,  iffuer  of  frcih   provifions,  Statert 

Iflartd        -  -  .  -  -  60 

G.  CSckef ,  butcher,^!,  ids.  currency  per  month* 
T.  Summer,  overfeeir  of  if  aftle,  at  New  Lands,  &Ci  S     6 

William  Gillian,  dittb,  at  Gtavefend        -  -  4    * 

Three  laboureris  at  3s.  add  two  ditto  it  2s. 
per  day. 
J.  Stewart,  commiflai^,  &c.  at  Kingfbrtdge        io    6 
§.  Pattcrfpn,  afliftant  ditto  of  proVifions,  at  ditto    5     o 
Jam^Twevey,  ditto  at  ditto  -        -        -     5     ^ 

Evan  Camercon,  ditto  of  forage,  at  ditto   ,      -    S    ^ 
Mott  Cannon,  cooper,  at  6li  per  month. 
Henry  Rutherford,  ditto,  at  5I.  ditto. 
Michael  Ryer,  ilTuer  of  forage,  at  61.  dklo. 

Four  labourers  at  4I.  ditto.' 
S   Kemble,  purveyor  of  foraee,  at  New  York      15     d 
John  Philips,  afliftant  commiflary,  at  ditto      -       7    6 
Benjamin  James,  accomptnlit  and  afliftant  cottl- 

miflary,  at  ditto^  -  -  -  id     6 

John  Hawkins,  afliftant  in  forage  oflice,  at  ditto    5     6 
Thomas  Wright,  ditto,  at  ditto         -         -      -    4    6 
Ifrael  Mund,  clerk  of  grain  magazine,  at  ditto       5     o 
Nathaniel  Dickenfon,  receiver  and  deliverer  of 
•  hay  magazine*  at  ditto 

John  M'Kown,  clerk  of  ditto,  at  ditto      •        -46. 
Jolhua  Lock,  afliftant  commiffary,  at  Staten  Ifland  4    6 
Duncan  Achettree,  ditto,  at  Long  liland  -     5     6 

Robert  Cook,  ditto,  at  Marfton's  Wharf  -     4     6 

John  Cutler,  colleftor  of  forage,  and  2  horfes, 

at  Long  Ifland  -  -^  --90 

John  Bell,  ditto  i  horfe>  at  ditto  -  -  6    9* 

Sixty-one  labourers  attending  different  ma- 
gazines -  -  -  -  2  3 
James  Clerk,  iirfl  clerk,  at  Newport  -  7  0 
James  Wyat>  ditto,  at  ditto  -  *  -  4  g 
Charles  Ryley,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  -  3  6 
Robert  Fergufon,  ditto,  at  ditto               -  -16 

One  labourer  at  il.  17s.  4d.  flerL  per  month; 
Francis  Hill,  fuperintendant  for  tranfporting  for-^ 

age,  at  Newport  -  -  -    5     0 

Thomas  Parkin,  commiflary  of  provifioiisi  at  do«  10    o 

O  4  Ksc\!^ 
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Amos  Bull,  afliftant  ditto,  at  New  York  -    5    ® 

Nathan  B.  Miller,  clerk,  at  ditto        -  -40 

Lewis  Latham  Clark,  afliftant  commiflary,  at 
Portfmouth  -  -  -  -40 

Two  labourers  -  -    2    4 

George  Leonard,  commi  (Tary  of  cattle,  at  Newport  7  6 
Wilbam  M'Kenftry,  alfiftant  ditto,  at  ditto  4    o 

John  Nicholls,  butcher,  at  ditto  •  .50 

fiaufton  Cogeelball,  ditto,  at  ditto  •        *    2    4 

John  Coit,  (fitto,  at  ditto  -  -     3     ^ 

One  labourer  -  -  -     1    O 

T.  Campbell,  deputy  commiflary  of  forage,  at  do.  7  6 
Benj.  William  Muirfon,  afliflant  ditto,  at  ditto  5  p 
Duncan  M'Gregor,  ditto,  at  Portfmouth  -40 
John  Hon)'man,  clerk  of  forage  office,  at  Newport  3  o 
Edward  Brinley,  ditto,  at  ditto  -  -30 

Peter  Wanton,  eollefkor  of  forage,  at  ditto  4    o 

Samuel  Dyer,  fuperintendant  of  forage,  at  ditto  5  o 
Abraham  All,  colledor  of  ditto,  at  ditto  *    40 

Forty*  eight  labourers  employed  in  different  maga- 
zines, at  ditto  -  -  •  .24 
Ditto,  on  Conanicut  -  *  •  2  o 
John  Perkins,  afliftant  commiflary,  at  Halifax  7  6 
Ifaac  Dcfchamps,  ditto,  at  Windfor  -  *  7  6 
John  Nicholl,  ditto,  at  Fort  Cumberland  -50 
Daniel  Chamier,  jun.  ditto,  at  St.  Augufline       10    p 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Homurabte  Hce-AJmiral 
Lord  yijcount  Howe,  to  Mr,  Stephens,  Seeretary  of  the  Ad' 
miralty.  Dated  on  board  his  Majejiysfl)ip  the  Eagle,  offBil^ 
iingportf  May  9,  1 778.   ' 

THE  defertion  of  the  feamen  from  the  tranfports,  as  weU 
as  fliips  of  war,  to  traders  furniflied  with  letters  of  marque^ 
has  required  a  particular  attention.  Before  I  failed  from 
Sandy  Hook,  Governor  Tryon  communicated  to  me  the  con- 
tents of  a  circular  lett«;r  he  bad  received  from  Lord  George 

Gerrn^n^ 
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Germain*  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  fecrctaries  of  ftatei 
and  figftft^ed  his  refolution  to  grant  letters  of  marque  as  fooa 
9S  he  was  furniflied  with  the  proper  authority. 

I  tranfmit  the  copies  of  my  correfpondence  with  the  gover-r 
nor  on  that  occafioo  i  hoping  the  motives  for  recommending 
z  fufp^nfign  of  his'  i^urpofe  will  be  approved  by  their  Lord- 
(hips.^ 


Copy  of  a  circular  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  th§ 
dovernor  of  New-York^  iic.  dated  Whitehali^  January  lo, 

177?.  : 

THE  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  the  Admiralty  having  autho- 
rized you  to  grant  commifljons  of  marque  agalnft  the  rebels 
it  is  to  beexpe£led  that  veflels  bearing  fucb  commillions  will 
bring  their  prizes  into  the  ports  within  your  government,  and 
you  mav  be  under  fome  embarraifment  in  refpedl  to  the  dif-^ 
pofal  01  the  prilpners  ;  I  have  therefore  received  the  King's 
commands  10  fignify  to  you  his  Majefty's  pleafure  that,  wfaea 
any  prifoners>  taken  iii  any  rebel  privateer,  or  armed  cruizer, 
fball  be  brought  into  any  of  the  ports  within  your  govern* 
menty  you  do  commjt  them  to  the  common  gaol  or  other 
place  of  fafe  cuRody,  and  apply  to  the  aflfembly  for  an  allow^i* 
ance  for  their  maintenance  and  other  expences  attending  their 
confinement ;  and  in  cafe  the  aifembly  (hall  not  think  fit  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  providing  for  fuch  expences,  you  are 
to  draw  upon  the  Lords  commiuioners  of  the  trealury  for 
the  amount,  taking  care  that  every  thing  be  done  in  the  moft 
frugal  and  careful  manner,  ^nd  accompanying  your  bills  with 
the  proper  vouchers :  and  when  any  opportunity  offers  of 
putting  them  on  board  any  of  his  Majefty's  fhips,  you  will 
deliver  them  to  the  commanders*  in  luch  numbers  as  they 
can  be  received,  in  order  for  their  being  fcnt  to  England  under 
th^  Admiral's  diredion  ^  and  in  cafe  vou  cannot  fo  difpofc  of 
the  whole,  you  may  agree  with  tne  matters  of  different 
merchant  (hips,  to  take  the  remainder  in  fmall  numbers  and 
carry  them  to  England  as  prifoners,  their  paifage  to  be  paid 
hjere  upon  certificates  of  their  delivery  on  board  any  pf  his 
Majefty's  (hips  at  Plymouth,  Portfmonth,  in  the  Downs,  or 
at  the  Nore ;  and  you  are  at  the  fame  time  to  tranfmit  to  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  one  or  more  affidavits, 
properly  authentically  that  fucb  prifoaers  were  taken  in  armed 

veifcls 
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vcflels  comtniflioned  by  the  rebels.  In  regard  to  the  crews 
of  any  trading  veflels  belonging  to  the  rebels^  fuch  of  them 
as  the  commanders  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  do  not  think'  fit  to 
prefs  into  the  King*s  fervice,  muft  be  left  at  liberty. 

I  am,  &c. 

GEO.  GERMAIN. 


apfof  a  Letter  from  the  Lord  *Vifcount  Howe,  to  Governoir 
Tryon,  dated  Eagle  ^  off  Sandy  Hooky  April  11,  1778. 

SIR, 

Captain  Duncan  has  delivered  to  me  the  copy  of  the  cir- 
cular letter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  the  meflage  he 
was  charged  with  by  your  excellency,  refpefting  your  deter- 
mination to  grant  letters  of  marque  conformable  to  the  te- 
nor of  it,  as  foon  as  you  fhall  be  furnilhed  with  the  requifite 
authorities  from  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Perfuaded  of  the  dangerous  confequences  that  muft  enfue 
to  the  King's  fervice,  by  the  temptations  thereby  offered  the 
feamen  to  withdraw  from  the  tranfports,  on  which  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  army  immediately  and  entirely  depends,  as  well 
as  from  the  (hips  of  war,  I  trull  that  you  will  in  regard  there- 
of be  prevailed  on  to  poflpone  the  ilTue  of  fuch  letters  of 
marque,  at  leaft  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  war>  or 
until  the  King's  pleafure  (if  deemed  neceffary  to  be  taken)  can 
be  had  upon  the  matter. 

I  am  more  particularly  encouraged  to  hope  for  this  teftimo- 
liy  of  your  indulgence,  when  I  confider  the  tenor  and  fpirit 
of  the  circular  letter,  which,  as  I  conceive,  is  not  obligatory 
nor  indeed  applicable  to  the  Ibte  of  this  province. 

The  letter  obvioufly  refpeSs  the  provinces  in  which  the 
civil  government  is  regularly  exercifed,  and  the  laws  are  ftill 
i«  force. 

Application  is  to  be  made  to  the  aflTemblies  regarding  the 
maintenance  and  fecurity  of  the  prifoners  :  and  as  nccelTary 
ground    for   the  operation  of  that  civil  authority,  it  is  pre- 
fuppofed  that  the  captures  will   be  brought  into  fome  port' 
within  your  government;  whereas,  by  the   late  reftraining' 
afts,  the  fpecial  licence  of  the  commiffioners  therein  mention-  , 
cd,  is  required  for  exempting  this  port  from  the  efFedl  of  the 
general  prohibition  extended  in  the  cafe  to  all  the  provinces 
not  in  the  King's  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

HOWE/  . 
Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  fromGovernorTryoti,  to  LordFtfcount  Howe, 
dated  New-Tork^  April  I2,  1778. 

My  Lord, 

I  am  honor'd  with  your  Lordfliip's  letter  of  yefterday,  m» 
fpeding  the  fecreiary  of  ftate's  circular  letter  for  makiiig  pro- 
viiion  lot  the  prifoners  that  may  be  brought  into  this  govera* 
ment  by  letters  of  marque. 

As  I  have  not  yet  received  the  commiflion  nor  tnftruSions 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  wait 
the  arrival  of  that  authority  before  I  can  determine  on  the 
expediency  of  poftponing  or  liTuing  the  letters  of  marque. 

Your  Lord(hip>  however,  nuy  be  aflured,that  next  to  pay- 
ing a  (Irid  obedience  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  King's  in- 
{Irudions,  I  (hall  yield  all  due  deference  to  your  Lorofhip's 
wiihes  and  judgment :  in  the  mean  time,  I  Ihall  lofc  no  op- 
portunity of  communicating  to  thefecretary  of  ftatc  yourfen- 
timents  on  this  fubjed,  by  tranfmilting  him  a  copy  of  your 
Lordihip's  letter.     1  am,  &c. 

WILLIAM  TRYON. 


Copy  of  the  ufual  CommiJJion  granted  Jince  pajfing  the  aSffor 
amending y  explaining y  and  reducing  into  one  Adt  of  Parlia^ 
ment^  the  laws  relating  to  the  government  of  his  Majefhfs 
JhipSy  veJfelSf  and  forces  by  fea^  to  the  commanding  officers  of 

'  fleets  or  fquadrons  of  jhips  of  war ^  empowering  them  to  order 
courts-martial. 

Prepared  in  purfuance  of  an  order  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons f  dated  February  a2,  1779. 

BY  the  Commiflioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

No.  !♦. 

FOR  the  better  maintaining  a  proper  government  and 
good  difcipline  in  the  fquadron  under  yomx  command,  we. do 
hereby  authorize  you  to  call  and  aflemble  courts-martial  as 
you  feeoccafion.    Given,  &c. 

To  By  command  of  their  Lordftiips. 

♦  No.  I.  is  a  copy  of  the  commiflion  granted  to  the  commanding 
dficers  of  fleets  employed  in  the  channel,  foundings  &c. 
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BY  the  Comroiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
&c* 

No,  II*. 

FOR  the  better  maintaining  a  proper  government  and 
good  dircipline  in  the  fquadron  under  yourcommand,  we 
do  hereby  authorife  you  to  call  andaflemble  courts- martial  ia 
foreign  parts,  as  often  as  you  (hall  fee  occafion.  Given,  &c. 

To  By  command  of  their  Lordlhips. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  to  Heprj 
iawrens,  Prefident  of  the  Congre/s,  dated  Cambridge^  fei^ 
ruary  ii,  1778. 

SIR, 

HAVING  received  from  Major-general  Heath,  on  the 

4th  inftant,  Minutes  of  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Con- 

grefs,  and  confiderations  and  refolves  fubfequent  thcreupooy 

dated  January  the  8th,  1778 1,  I  think  my felf  called  upoa 

by 

*  No.  II.  is  a  copy  of  the  commiffion  granted  to  the  tommand- 
ing  officers  of  fleets  employed  in  foreign  parts, 

f  Copy  of  the  report  referred  to  above. 

In  CongrefSf  January  8,  1778* 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  had  pafTed  between  General 
Heath  and  General  Borgoyne,  and  the  letter  from  General  Bur. 
goyrx  to  General  Gates,  were  committed,  brought  in  a  Report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  they  have  confidered,  with  mature  attention,  the  convention 
entered  into  at  Saratoga,  between  MajOr.general  Gates  and  Lieu, 
tenant-general  Burgoyne,  in  Odober  laft,  and  find  nambeh  of  the 
cartouch.boxes,  and  feveral  other  articles  of  military  aoooutrements, 
annexed  to  the  perfons  of  the  non.commifOoned  officers  andfoldien 
in  General  Burgoyne's  army,  have  not  been  delivered  up,  and  that 
agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  the  convention,  and  the  technical  inter|>re* 
tation  of  the  word  '*  armsy**  they  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up» 
This  opinion  is  warranted  not  only  by  the  judgment  dl  the  moft  apu 
proved  writers,  but  by  the  interpretation  and  praAice  of  Bri^ 
officers,  in  fimilar  cafes,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  parties, 
larly  in  the  capitulation  of  St.  John's,  on  the  $d  of  November  1 77*i 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  there  ace  -  fo  xnany^  olh«# 
circumflances  attending  the  delivery  of  the  arms  and  military  ift^M^ 

which 
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by  public  alid  private  honour  to  oflRnr  a  reply  to  fuch  parts  as 
regard  my  perlbnal  conduA,  together  with  other  matters  ari- 
fmg  from  the  explanation  of  faas. 

My  (late  of  health,  and  the  anxieties  of  my  (ituation,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  extraordinary  occurrences  here,  render  me 
very  unfit  for  the  undertaking ;  but  I  chofe  rather  to  hazard 

it 

which  excite  ftrong  fufpicions  that  the  convention  has  not  been 
ftridUy  complied  with  on  the  part  of  Genpral  Burgoyne,  agreeably 
to  its  tme  ipirit  and  the  intention  of  the  contrading  parties,  and 
fo  many  inftances  of  former  fraud  in  the  condudl  of  our  enemies, 
as  to  jullify  Cohgrefs,  however  cautious  to  avoid  even  the  fufpicioa 
of  Want  of  good  faith,  in  taking  every  meafure  for  fecuring  the 
performance  6f  the  convention,  which  did  not  impofe  any  new 
condition,  nor  tend  to  de(ay  its  execution*  '  Of  this  nature  your 
committee  confider  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  Novem. 
ber  lafi,  direfting  General  Heath  ^*  to  caufe  to  be  taken  down  the 
name  and  rank  of  every  commiflioned  officer,  and  the  name,  for. 
ttier  place  of  abode,  occupation,  fi2X,  age,  and  defcription,  of  every 
jfton.commifnoncd  officer  and  private  foldier,  and  all  other  perfons 
Comprehended  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga."— —This  cannot 
be  confidered  as  impofmg  any  new  condition,  but  as  a  meafure  nsu 
furally  refulting  from  the  articles  of  convention,  which  the  conquer, 
ing  party  ha»  a  right  tb  avail  itfelf  of,  and  which  is  ftridly  juftifi. 
able,  had  no  juft  fuTpieion  of  the  want  of  good  faith  in  the  party 
(brrendering  prefented  itfelf.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
(hit  the  reafons  which  General  Burgoyne  adduces  for  refufing  a 
compliance,  are  inapplicable  to  the  cafe  ;  and  they  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  is  ^otallv  miftaken  in  his  appeal  to  the  condud  of 
Sir  Guy  Carletpn  and  himfelf,  with  refpe(^  to  the  prifoners  releafed 
from  Canada,  in  Auguft  177^ ;  for  nbtwitbflanding  his  exprefs  de« 
claration  to  the  contrary,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d  of  November  laft 
to  Genera}  (leathji  it  appears  from  the  original  lift  of  the  prifoners 
rele^ed  from  Qanada,  which  is  herewith  prefented,  that  the  provin- 
ces,  Xpynijes,  ^nd  towns  to  which  the  prifoners  releafed  belongedt 
werefinne^^ed  to  th^ii;  refpediye  names,  and  which,  for  the  greater 
(ecujrity  ci  tli^  5}Q0^uering  party,  were  in  the  hand- writing  of  the 
refpe^ive  pri(l^§rs«..  Your  committee,  therefore,  cannot  but  con* 
fider  General  Q^Fgoyne's  refufal  to  give  defcriptive  lifts  of  the  non- 
comBu^pned  ofl^ef  s  and  foldiers  belonging  to  his  army,  when  coni. 
ne^ed  with  his  former  condud^,  and  iU-grounded  aftertionon  this, 
eccafion,  in  ai\  alarming  point  of  view  ;  more  efpecially  when  they 
confider,  that  nine  da>  s  previous  to  this  refufal,  he  had,  without 
jnft  caufe  given,  declared  in  a  letter  to  General  Gates,  that  the  pub. 
lie  faith,  plighted  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga^  was  broken  on 
tbe  part  <]f  theft  ftatest 

ThU 
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able  to  the  fpirit  of  the  convention^  and  the  technical  interpre- 
tation of  the  word  '•  arms,"  they  ought  to  have  been  deli- 
vered up ;  and  the  rcfolves  ariiing  ironn  this  article  of  the 
report  exprefles,  **  That  as  many  of  the  cartouch-boxeSf 
and  feveral  other  articles  of  military  accuutjeixients,  annex- 
ed to  the  perfons  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  fol- 
dicrs  inchidcd  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  have  not  beeff 
delivered  up,  the  convention,  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  ar* 
fny,  has  not  been  ftridUy  complied  vj^ith.'*  I  defire  to  refer 
fn  this  matter  to  the  rcoUeflion  of  General  Gates,  and  I 
rely  upon  his  juAice  to  vindicate  my  affertion,  that  neither 
cartouch- boxes,  nor  any  other  article  of  accoutrements^ 
i^hich  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  convention,  or  the  *•  tech-  • 
nical,"  or  poffible  interpretation,  could  come  under  the  word 
**  arms,"  were  refufed  to  be  delivered  up,  or  clandeftinely 
carried  away ;  the  cartouch-boxes,  viz.  thofe  that  are  tech- 
riically  interpreted  arms,  or  military  itores,  becaufe  delivered 
from  the  Tower  of  Loudon,  with  every  new  fet  of  firelocks 
and  bayonets,  were  by  molt  regiments  left  in  Canada,  as  left 
convenient  than  pouches  :  the  cartouch-boxes  that  remained 
were  only  thofe  of  the  light  infantry  companies  ;  ftveral  of 
which  were  adlually  depofited  with  the  arms ;  and  the  very  feiir 
others  were  carried  away  under  the  eyes  and  with  the  know-- 
ledge  of  General  Gates. 

The  Congrefs  having  dwelt  particularly  upon  this  char^, 
Beth  in  the  report  and  the  rcfolve,  I  truft  I  am  juftifiable  in 
preffing  further  upon  their  attention  the  report  of  the  officer' 

who 


Refolved,  That  the  charge  made  by  Lieutenant-general  Bur# 
goyne,  in  his  letter  to  Major-general  Gates,  of  the  J  4th  of  Novenu 
ber,  of  a  breach  oi  public  faith,  on  the  part  of  thefe  dates,  is  nof 
warranted  by  tlic  juft  conftru^ion  of  any  article  of  the  convention' 
of  Saratoga  ;  that  it  isalhong  indication  of  his  intentions,  and  af- 
fords juft  grounds  of  fear,  that  he  will  avail  himfelf  of  fuch pietend* 
ed  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to  difengage  bimfelt  and  the. 
army  under  him,  of  the  obligation  they  are  under  to  thefe  United 
,  States,  and  that  the  fecUrity  which  thefe  ftates  have  had  in  hit  per* 
li  nal  honour  is  hereby  dellroyed. 

Refolved  therefore.  That  the  embarkation  of  Lieutenant.gene« 
ral  Burgoyne,  and  the  army  under  his  command,  be  fufpended  tilt 
a  diftinft  and  exph'cit  ratification  of  the  convention  at  Saratoga  (haU 
fe  properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  Congidb* 
ExtraH  from  the  minute s. 

Charles  Thompson,  Secretary,^ 
♦  [This  Report  was  not  laid  befsre  the  Hoide.l 
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who  carried  a  meifage  to  the  troops^  in  confequence  of  a  con- 
verfation  between  General  Gates  and  Major-general  Phillips, 
No.  I.  which  clearly  demonflrates  the  firft  fenfe  General 
Gates  entertained  of  the  whole  tranfadion  ;  and  the  report  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Kindlon,  the  deputy  adjutant-general. 
No.  II.  which  refers  to  ine  time  when  the  troops  paflcd  by 
General  Gates  on  their  march,  with  all  their  accoutrements 
upon  their  backs,  forae  hours  after  the  above  meilage,  makes 
the  general's  participation,  confent  and  approbation,  after  re- 
fledion,  equally  evident. 

The  committee,  in  the  next  article,  mention  '*  other  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  delivery  of  the  arms  and  military 
{lores,  which  ^xcite  (Irong  fufpicions  that  the  convention  has 
not  been  ftriflly  complied  with  on  the  part  of  General  Bur- 
goyne,  agreeable  to  its  true  fpirit,  and  the  intention  of  the 
contrading  parties." 

The  Congrefs  will  be  too  juft  to  lay  any  cenfure  upon  me 
for  not  anfwering  an  allegation  propounded  iti  fuch  general 
terms,  and  the  objefts  of  which  I  do  not  comprehend.  As 
little  is  it  in  my  power  to  conceive  the  objecls  alluded  to  by 
the  words  of  the  fame  paragraph,  "  former  frauds  in  the  con- 
du£k  of  our  enemies."  My  confternation  in  finding  the  Bri- 
ti(h  honour  in  treaties  impeached,  is  the  only  fentiment  I 
can  exprefs  upon  the  fubjed. 

The  committee  proceed  to  (late,  as  a  neceflary  meafure 
for  fecuring  the  performance  of  the  convention  **  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  November  laft,  diredling 
General  Howe  to  caufe  to  be  taken  down  the  names  and  rank 
of  every  commiflioned  officer,  and  the  name,  former  place  of 
abode,  occupation,  fize,  age,  and  defcription  of  every  non- 
commidioned  officer,  private  foldier,  and  all  other  perfons 
comprehended  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga." 

It  might  be  thought  improper  in  me  to  renew  the  arguments 
ufed  in  my  letter  to  Major-general  Heath,  dated  November 
the  23d,  which  has  been  already  under  the  confidcration  of 
the  Congrefs,  and  upon  which  they  have  decided,  refpeSing 
theimpofmg  new  conditioils,  by  infilling  upon  the  defcrip- 
live  lift;  but  I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  reprefenting,  that 
the  committee  have  not  attended  to  the  words  of  my  letter, 
when  they  obferve,  **  I  am  totally  miftaken  in  my  appeal." 
I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  the  prifoners*  names,  countries 
and  towns,  were  taken  down  in  Canada.  I  always  knew 
they  were,  and  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  they  bound  them- 
felves  to  return  to  Canada  upon  a  demand,  and  it  was  there* 
fore  necelfary  to  know  their  abodes. 

Vol.  X.  P  The 
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The  committee  do  not  ftate  that  defcriptive  lifts  were  taken, 
and  1  believe  them  too  accurate  to  have  omitted  a  circum- 
ftance  fo  material  to  make  the  cafes  parallel ;  but  were  it 
otherwife  in  any  inOances  to  which  I.  have  been  a  ftranger 
in  Canada,  I  venture  ftill  to  perfevere  in  my  alfertions,  that 
in  thofe  inftanccs.uhcre  I  was  prefent,  defcriptive  lifts  were 
not  made  at  all,  nor  any  lifts  or  fignatures  propofed  upon 
fiifpicion  of  public  faith,  or  any  other  ground  than  that  above 
Ipeciried,  of  afccrtaining  the  prifoners,  and  the  place  where 
they  were  to  be  found,  in  cafe  it  Qioukl  be  judged  expedient 
to  recall   them. 

It  will  be  for  the  candour  and  juftice  of  the  Congrefs  to 
confider,  that  in  my  letter  to  Major-general  Heath,  dated 
November  the  23d,  my  refufal  was  founded  folely  on  this 
idea,  that  the  application  was  diftionourable  and  unprece- 
dented ;  and  as  a  farther  proof  that  the  committee  have 
placed  this  refufal  in  a  point  of  view  more  alarming  than 
it  deferves,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Congrefs  to  other  letters 
which  pafled  between  General  Heath  and  me  upon  this  fub- 
jeiSl  (No.  III.  and  IV.)  and  they  will  find  that,  when  a  pre- 
cedent was  produced,  I  only  required  time  to  convince  my- 
felf  the  parallel  held;  and  though,  from  an  unhappy  affair, 
to  which  my  time  has  been  neceflarily  devoted,,  and  the 
period  for  the  delivery  of  fuch  lifts  not  preifing,  I  withheld 
my  final  anfwer,  I  am  perfuaded  General  Heath,  and  lliofc 
of  his  officers  with  whom  I  have  converfed  upon  the  fubjed, 
plainly  faw  I  meant  to  comply  upon  the  precedent,  as  Itated 
in  his  letter  of  the  21ft  of  January. 

I  confefs,  Sir,  that  feeling  for  the  honour  of  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  who  commanded  in  Canada  at  the  time,  as  every 
man  does  who  knows  him,  I  find  it  impollible  to  leave  un- 
noticed the  matter  General  Heath  has  thought  proper  to  in- 
termix with  this  precedent,  in  the  letter  referred  to  ;  and  I 
take  leave,  for  one  moment's  digreftion,  to  obfervc,  that  our 
own  officers,  of  all  ranks,  in  the  land  fervice,  are  allowfed  no 
more  than  three  quarters  of  a  ration  on  board  any  of  our  (hips ; 
nor  is  any  dillinftion  of  ration  made  for  our  officers  of.  any 
rank,  it  being  fuppofed  that  they  fupply  themfelvcs,  at  tlicir 
private  ex  pence,  with  different  fare. 

The  committee  have  thought  proper  to  blend  with  their 
obfervation  upon  my  refufal  of  defcriptive  lifts,  my  former 
condudl,  and  more  efpccially  the  confideration,  '*  that  nine 
days  previous  to  this  refufal,  I  had,  without  juft  caufe  given, 
declared,  in   a  letter    to    General   Gales,  that  the   public 
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faith,  plighted  in  ♦he  convention  of  Saratoga,  was  broken 
on  the  part  of  the  States  j*'  and  great  ftrefs  is  laid,  that  my 
declaration  was  not  dropped  in  a  hafty  expreflion,  didatcd 
by  fudden  palTion,  but  is  delivered  as  a  deliberate  ad  of 
judgn^ent. 

'  I  am  fo  unfortunate  not  to  have  preferved  any  copy  of 
a  letter  dated  to  be  of  fuch  ferious  confcquence ;  but  that 
very  circumftance,  joined  to  the  confcious  reSitude  of  my 
own  intentions,  is  to  myfelf  a  proof  that  it  cannot  bear  the 
interpretation  the  committee  give  it,  if  taken  upon  the  general 
context. 

I  well  remember  that  I  meant  to  inform  General  Grates, 
that  the  treaty  was  not  complied  with  in  refpeft  to  the 
ftipulation  of  quartering  officers  j  and  in  whatever  words  I 
may  have  expreiTed  that  idea,  though  I  do  not  retain  them  in 
my  memory,  I  will  venture  to  pronoonce  that,  upon  an  im- 
partial revifion,  and  compared  with  attendant  circumftances, 
they  would  be  found  to  amount  to  no  more  than  a  call  upon 
General  Gates  to  fee  the  complaint  redreflfed. 

To  prove  that  fuch  a  call  was  warranted,  I  tranfmit  here- 
with (No.  V.)  the  reports  of  the  Britith  and  German  corps, 
both  refpeding  the  officers  and  the  men,  and  to  mark  that  I 
rfid  not  coiifider  the  article  of  the  treaty,  in  this  refpcft,  in  a 
rigorous  fenfe,  as  the  committee  fuppofc  me  to  have  done ; 
but  in  the  latitude  they  themfelvcs  give  it  upon  the  words,' 
"  as  far  as  circumftances  would  admit,"  I  cannot  forbear  to 
reprefent  that, 'not withftanding  the  concourfe  of  ftrangers, 
the  late  devadation  and  dedrudiion  of  the  neighbourhood,  and 
every  other  circumftance  the  committee  have  been  informed 
of,  in  extenuation  of  the  treatment  of  the  troops,  circum- 
ftances did  fully  admit  the  accommodation  of  officers.  There 
were,  at  the  time  of  the  above  complaints,  houfes  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  ;  fome  ot  them,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, under  fequcftration,  and  poffeffcd  only  by  tenants 
at  will,  over  which  the  council  of  the  Maifachufetts  had, 
confequently,  controul ;  others  poircffed  by  pcrfons  who 
would  have  been  willing  to  receive  officers,  had  they  not 
been  prevented  by  the  committee  of  Cambridge ;  and  during 
this  time,  after  being  prefled  into  Cambridge  through  bad 
weather,  inconvenience  and  fatigue,  without  any  prepara- 
tion made  to  receive  the  fuperior  officers,  I  was  lodged  in  a 
miferable  public-houfe ;  and,  in  ill  health,  obliged  to  par- 
take with  Major-general  Phillips,  two  very  fmall  dirty  rooms 
for  ourfelves,  our  aid-de-camps,  and  the  ftaif  of  the  army 
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then  prefent,  having  been  amufcd,'  from  day  to  day,  for  near 
a  fortnight,  iwith  the  expectation  of  proper  accommodations, 
I  was  only  at  laft  relieved  by  confenting  to  pay,  upon  a  pri- 
vate bargain,  a  larger  fum  for  an  unfurnifhed  houfe  out  of  re- 
pair, than  would  have  been  required  for  a  palace  in  the  dear- 
eft  metropolis  in  tJie  world  :  And  under  thefc  circumftaoces 
I  wrote  to  General  Gates.  Had  they  been  known  to  the 
committee  at  the  time  they  formed  their  report,  they  would 
probably  have  fpared  a  farcafm  upon  my  letter,  and  have  fup- 
pofed  I  might  have  dropped  a  hafty  and  unguarded  expreflion. 
Should  any  further  refutation  of  this  charge  be  thought  ne- 
cefiary,  I  refer  to  thecircumftances  of  the  officers  confenting 
to  fign  their  parole  after  the  date  of  my  letter  to  General 
Gates,  they  having  previoufly  refufed  fo  to  do,  upon  pre- 
fumption  that  the  (Hpulations  in  regard  to  their  qtiartcrs 
were  abufed.  Upon  the  faith  of  General  Heath,  I  made  my- 
.  felf  guarantee  for  the  fulfilling  of  the  treaty  in  the  only  part 
complained  of;  and  the  aft  of  figning  by  a  general  concur- 
rence, cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  the  fulleft  proof  of  con- 
firmation and  ratification  on  our  part,  and  when  confidered, 
muft  obliterate  every  impreffion  relative  to  our  thinking  our- 
felves  abfolved  from  our  former  compaft. 

The  committee  not  having  profefled  to  lay  any  ftrefs  on 
the  attempt  (as  they  think  proper  to  term  it)  *'  to  alter  the 
place  of  embarkation,  or  on  the  feeming  inadequate  number 
of  veflelsat  Rhode  Ifland,  or  on  the  improbability  of  being  able 
to  viflual  the  fleet  and  army  for  a  voyage  of  fuch  length," 
and  the  plan  of  this  addrefs  being  only  to  anfwer  matter  re- 
lative to  myfelf,  I  might  wave  touching  thofe  fubjcfts,  but 
truft  it  will  not  be  thought  mifplaced  to  remark,  that  Gene- 
ral Pigot's  letter,  to  which  the  committee  ri:fer,  mentions, 
that  twenty-fix  tianfports  from  the  Delaware  were  off  the 
harbour's  mouth,  at  Rhode-Ifland,  but  no  expreflion  in  the 
letter  implies  that  the  fleet  was  not  to  confill  of  more  from 
New  York  or  any  other  place  ;  and  in  regard  to  the  vi&ual«* 
ing,  I  not  only  pledge  my  own  veracity,  but  that  of  the  moft 
high  and  reputable  charaders  at  Rhode  Ifland  ;  that  the  fleet 
was  fully  viduailed  for  four  months,  for  the  whole  of  the 
land  army  and  feamen. 

.  After  t'hefe  explanations  and  anfwers  to  the  feveral  charges 
contained  in  the  report,  &:c.  1  truft  no  words  of  fo  harih  a 
nature,  as  to  imply  a  diitruft  of  my  perfonal  honour,  will  be 
fulFered  to  remain  in  the  Journals  of  Congrefs. 

But  ftiould  any  doubt  flill  fubfift,  that  the  idea  of  being 
rcfcafcd  from  the  engagements  of  the  convention  has  been 

adopted 
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adopted  by  any  part  of  the  troops,  I  am  confident  there  is  not 
an  officer  who  will  not  join  his  fignaiure  to  mine,  for  a 
further  pledge  of  faith,  provided  the  fufpenfion  is  imme- 
diately taken  off;  and  animated  by  the  mod  fuWtantial  prin- 
ciples of  truth  and  honour,  I  propofe  to  the  Congrefs  this 
laft  expedient  within  my  power,  to  reftore  the  mutual  con- 
fidence of  the  contra&ihg  parties  in  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga, and  to  fave  at  once  Great  Britain  and  America  from 
yet  more  ferious  evils  than  wc  reciprocally  endure  in  the  pro- 
lecution  of  our  unhappy  conteft. 


Copies  of  the  References. 

No.  I. 

Report  of  'Lieutenant  Noble y    acting  aid-de  camp    to  Major 
general  Phillips.    ' 

In  the  courfe  of  converfation  at  Saratogdf  0£lober  17,  17771 
I  heard  Major-general  Gates  fay,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  in- 
jure private  property  ;  and  aa  the  colonels  would  fui!er  by 
the  lofs  of  their  accoutrements,  the  foldiers  might  take  them. 
I  was  the  officer  fent  to  the  commanding  officers  to  tell  them, 
the  foldiers  were  to  keep. their  accoutrements  ;  they  had  taken 
them  off  with  a  defign  to  leave  them  behind,  and  upon  my  de- 
livering the  meifage,  they  put  them  on  again.  This  was 
before  dinner — Major-general  Phillips  and  Major-general 
Gates  were  together. 

Wm.  Noble,  Lieut.  21ft  Reg. 

No.  11. 

Converfation  between   Major-general  Gates   and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Aing/ion. 

At  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  Oftober  17,  1777,  when 
the  troops  marched  with  their  accoutrements.  General  Gates 
afked  me,  if  it  was  not  cuflomary  for  arms  and  accoutrements 
to  go  together  ? — Replying,  that  the  accoutrements  were  the 
colonels,  and  private  property ;  General  Gates  faid,  very 
true  ;  they  are  yours  as  fuch,  and  becaufe  we  have  not  inen- 
tioried  them  in  the  convention.        ^ 

Robert  Kingston,  D.  A.  G. 

P  3  ^c^AW. 
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No.  III. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  Heathy  dated  Jan.  21  y  1778. 

You  are  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  in  regard  to  giving  the 
names,  viz;  &c.  &c.  your  opinion  not  being  changed,  you 
are  under  the  necelfity  of  referring  me  to  your  former  letter 
upon  that  fubje£l ;  but  at  the  fame  time  aifure  me,  that  if  I 
willpoint  out  to  you  the  inftances  I  alluded  to,  where  fimi- 
lar  demands  have  been  made  by  Britifh  officers,  and  complied 
with,  ypu  will  give  the  matter  further  confidferation,  and  fur- 
ther anfwer,  and  then  conclude,  "  that  in  Canada  I  know 
the  cafe  was  diredly  the  reverfe."  As  your  excellency  ap- 
pears inclined  to  appeal  to  the  condud  of  the  officers  in 
Canada,  I  will  give  you  an  inftancc,  and  a  recent  one  too, 
from  that  quarter,  which  I  think  will  be  fully  fufficient 
without  mentioning  others.  The  American  officers  and 
foldiers,  taken  by  the  army  under  your  command,  at  and 
near  Ticonderoga,  and  fcnt  down  to  Canada,  are  nOw  re- 
turned home  under  parole  j  their  treatment  was  as  follows, 
which  I '  have  from  a  Captain  Walcott,  of  Colonel  Mar- 
Iball's  regiment :  When  they  got  to  Q^icbec,  the  officers  gave 
their  paroles,  and  direftly  atter  they  were  all  fent  on  board 
the  man  of  war  indifcriminately  with  the  privates;  and  they 
were  told  by  the  officers  on  board,  that  they  knew  no  difference 
between  theta,  as  they  looked  upon  the  government  that 
made  them  to  be  nothing;  and  before  they  were  fent  home, 
the  following  defcriptions  were  taken  of  the  foldiers,  viz. 
their  names,  the  province,  country,  and  town  where  they 
belonged  to,  age,  fize,  and  complexion.  Officers  and  men 
being  intermixed  together,  had  two  thirds  of  a  ration  per  day 
without  diftindion.  After  mentioning  thefeinftances.  Sir, 
I  hope  you  will  have  no  further  objedion  in  complying  with 
the  requifition  fent^you  for  taking  the  defcriptions  of  the 
troops  of  the  convention. 

I  am, 

Your  excellency's 

mod  obedient  fervant, 

W.  Heath. 

J^ieutenant 'general  Bur goynci  4 

No.  IV, 
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No.  IV. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gereral  Burgoyne,  to  Major-general  Heathy 
January  24,  1778. 
SIR, 
I  (hould  haveanfweredyour  letter,  received  the  day  before 
^efterday,  fooner,  but  the  buGnefs  of  the  court-martial  has 
taken  up  my  v^hole  time;  the  officers'  fufees  have  been  order- 
ed in;  they  will  be  fafely  kept  at  my  quarters,  and  I  will  be 
refponfible  for  their  not  being  returned  to  the  officers  while 
they  remain  here.     Thefe  fufees  are  no  part\  of  the  public 
ftorcs  ;  they  are  private  property  ;  if  you  make  a  point  of  their 
being  given  into  your  cuftody,  I  muft  beg  a  little  time  to  re- 
fled  upon  It,     With  regard  to  the  other  matter,  concerning 
the  perfonal  defcriptions  of  the  troops,  I  muft  give  it   ferious 
con fi deration,  and  I  conceive  the  delay  cannot  be  attended 
with  any  difappointment,  as  any  time  before  the  embarkation 
will  equally  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  you  require  it. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  mod  humble  fervant, 

J.   BURGOYNE. 
Major-general  Heath, 

No.V. 

Subjlances  of  the  remonjirances  made  to  the  General  by  the  com^ 
manding  officers  of  the  troop  of  the  convention ^  foon  after  their 
arrival  at  Cambridge, 

The  diftates  of  humanity,  as  well  as  our  duty,  prompt  us 
to  lay  before  your  excellency  our  humble  reprefentation  on 
the  ftate  of  ourfelves,  and  of  the  officers  and  -foldiers  under 
our  command.  We  beg  of  your  excellency  to  intereft  your- 
fclf  for  us,  and,  by  your  remonftrances,  to  remedy  the  ill 
treatment  which  we  now  undergo,  and  of  which  we  have 
but  too  much  reafon  to  complain. 

According  to  one  of  the  articles  of  the  convention,  which 
your  excellency  made  with  Major-general  Gates,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  officers  (hould  be  conveniently  lodged,  ac* 
cording  to  their  different  ranks.  Inftead  of  this  article  being 
fulfilled,  we  are  put  into  barracks,  made  of  fingle  boards ; 
five,  fix,  and  feven  officers  in  one  room,  without  any  diftinc- 
lion  of  rank. 

The  foldiers  barracks,  in  general,  are  fo  very  bad,  that  the 
men  are  not  (heltered  from  the  cold,  or  rain,  though  they 
have  offered  themfelves  to  repair  their  barracks^  upon  mate* 

P  4  vcJ^ 
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rials  being  delivered  to  them  ;  they  are  twenty,  and  twenty- 
four  in  a  room,  three  in  a  birth,  are  without  candle,  and 
fcarce  receive  wood  enough  to  cook  their  yiduals,  much  Icfs 
to  warm  their  rooms. 

Thefe,  but  too  well  founded,  complaints,  occafion  an  uni- 
verfal  difcontcnt  among  the  troops  ;  dcfcrtion,  and  other  fe- 
rious  confequcnces,  for  which  we  cannot  be  anfwcrable,  are 
miich  to  be  teared  \  we  feel  much  lefs  concerned  for  our  own  . 
private  convenience,  than  for  that  of  the  troops  under  our 
command. 

We  are  too  well  convinced  of  your  excellency's  gnodnefs, 
to  doubt  a  moment  of  this  remonllranc^;  being  taken  into  con- 
fideration.  We  are  well  ailiircd  that  you  will  infift  upon 
and  obtain  thofe  advantages  to  which,  the  convention  entitles 
the  troops  ;  we  imagine  they  ought,  in  juitice,  to  be  put 
upon  the  fame  fooling  as  in  the  winter  1775,  when  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops  were  in  garrifon  in  Bofton. 

We  put  our  fate  into  the  hands,  and  under  the  proteclion 
of  your  excellency,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greateft  refjpeS,  &c.  &c. 
Signed  by  the  brigadier-generals ,  and  ofjicers  commanding  corps* 

SIR, 

Should  the  firft  letter,  which  my  aid-de-camp  will  have  the 
honour  to  deliver  to  you,  fail  in  the  intended  efFeft  of  reftor- 
ing  the  convention  of  Saratago  to  its  original  force,  and  the 
Congrefs  adhere  to  their  refolves  of  January  8,  I  become 
fubjeia  to  the  dilemma  of  facrificing,  probably  my  life,  and 
certainly  much  nearer  interefts,  or  to  accept  a  palTport  for 
England,  (hould  the  Congrefs  think  proper  to  grant  it  as  a 
matter  of  indulgence. 

Principle  and  duty  require  me  to  avow  that,  did  I  qonceive 
the  caufe  of  my  king  and  country  to  be  involved,  or  the  great 
queflion,  upon  the  point  of  public  faith,  to  be  committed 
by  my  concefTion,  thefe  perfonal  facrifices  (hould  be  oiadc* 
But  confcious  that  a  requeft,  founded  upon  individual  and 
private  concerns,  cannot  be  prejudicial  to  the  political  inte- 
reds  or  intentions  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  perfuaded  that  a 
compliance  with  them  can  as  little  aiFeft  the  fame  con- 
fiderations  in  America,  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  you.  Sir,  as  the 
channel  which  I  conceive  to  be  the  moft  prpper,  to  lay  before 
the  Congrefs  the  following  repreftjntations  and  application 
for  relief. 

My 
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My  health,  to  which  the  climate  of  America  was  always 
averfe,  has  lately  declined  by  more  than  ordinary  degrees. 

The  fymptoms  of  a  complaint  I  have  been  Aibjecl  to  be- 
fore, and  to  which  the  Bath  waters  have  been  found  the  only 
remedy,  are  daily  increafmg  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  my 
phyfician,  as  wtll  as  my  own,  that  my  life  under  God,  de- 
pends in  a  great  meafure  upon  ihat  refource. 

Accounts  with  the  treafury  of  Great  Britain,  to  great 
extent,  and  of  a  very  complicated  nature,  lie  open  by  rea- 
fon  of  my  abfence ;  and  my  death  before  they  are  fettled, 
might  occafion  much  embarraflment,  and  great  injury  10  my 
relations  and  friends. 

The  circumitances  apply  to  the  general  principles  of  juf- 
tice  and  humanity  ;  another  yet  jcmains  for  generous  confi- 
deration. 

By  my  detention  in  this  country,  I  am  deprived  of  every 
poifible  means  to  give  an  account  of  my  aftions ;  and  my 
charader  (lands  expofed,  after  an  intricate  and  unfucccfsful 
campaign,  to  all  the  afper'lons  and  erroneous  interpretations, 
that  the  malevolent,  the  prejudiced,  or  the  mi  fin  formed,  may 
choofe  to  caft  upon  it. 

Such  hardlhips  of  fnuation,  whether  confidered  feverallyor 
collcftively,  will,  I  truft,  carry  a  weight  that  no  ardour  of 
hoflility,  or  other  circumllance  of  thcic  unhappy  times,  can 
oppofe. 

In  this  confidence,  and  confcious  of  the  favour  I  have  re- 
peatedly (hewn  the  officers  of  the  continemal  troops,  upon 
far  lefs  urgent  exigencies,  I  afk  of  the  Con^refs  leave  for 
myfelf,  the  officers  of  my  family,  whofe  names  aud  ranks 
are  tranfmitted  herewith,  and  my  fervaots,  to  return  to  Eng- 
land, by  Rhode  itland.  New  York,  or  any  other  expeditious 
route  the  Congrefs  (hall  appoint.  I  am  ready  to  mitiw  my 
obligations,  if  thought  ne^eifary,  to  all  the  itipul.itions  of 
the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  and  fcorning  to  withdraw  ^py- 
felf  upon  lefs  reafons  than  life  and  honour,  from  any  jtoiuble 
lot  of  my  profellion,  I  am  willing  to  give  a  parole,  tnat 
(hould  the  fufpenfion  of  embarkation  be  by  any  means  pro- 
longed beyond  the  time  apprehended,  I  will  return  to  Ameiica 
upon  demand  of  the  Congrefs ;  and  due  notice  given,  re- 
deliver up  my  perfon  into  their  power,  and  abide  the  oommoa 
fate  of  my  brethren  in  this  army. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 

J.  BURCOYNE^ 


Janu^ri 
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January  I4>  1 779' 
The  hnn-  Admiral  Keppd  fa  nieniberj  being  at  tRis  time 
on  his  trial,  Mr.  Bii!ler,  tnmi  the  admiralty,  prefented  to  the 
House  the  following  copy  «>t"  a  warrant  by  the  cnnimiflioners 
tor  executing  ti'.e  office  of  Lord  Hi^h  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
laiivand  IrclaFid,  ^cc 

WHERIlAS  vvf  have  ilFucd  our  order  to  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
Admiral  of  the  white  fquadron  of  his  Majtity's  fleet,  to  hold 
a  conrt-mariial  at  Ponfmonth  on  Thnrfday  next,  the  7th  of 
this  month,  for  the  trial  of  the  honourable  Auguiius  Keppel,' 
Admiral  of  the  blue  ftjundron  of  his  Majeity's  fleet,  upon  a 
charge  exhibited  agaiiUl  him  by  Vice-Ad'miral  Sir  rlugh 
Palli  fer,  for  niifconduCt  and  ncglecl  of  duty  on  the  Tj\\i  and 
28ih  of  July  la(t,  in  fundry  inftances  therein  mentioned  ; 
and  whereas  we  think  proper  that  you  fliould  take  the  faid' 
Admiral,  the  honourable  Angulhjs  Kv.'ppcl,  into  your  cuf- 
tody,  and  attend  him  to  and  from  the  faid  court  ;  you  are 
hereby  required  and  dired^ed  to  repair  to  Admiral  Keppei, 
and  acquaint  him  therewith:  but  as  it  is  not  our  intention 
that  he  (hould  be  put  under  any  greater  inconvenience  or 
confinement  than  is  abfolutely  necellary,  you  are  to  take  his- 
honour  for  his  appearance  at  Portfmouth  on  or  before  the 
faid  '"th  day  of  this  month,  and  on  his  arrival  attend  him  to 
and  /rom  the  court  during  the  continuance  of  his  trial,  and 
then  to  difpofe  of  him  as  the  court-martial  Ihall  dire3.  For 
ivhich  this  ihall  be  your  warrant. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  feal  of  the  office  of  admiralty, 
this  lit  day  of  January  r779. 

Sandwich,  T.  Duller,  Lisburne, 
To  William  Brough,  Efq. 

Marfhal  of  the   Adiiii- 

rahy,  or  his  Deputy. 

By  command  of  their  Lordfhips.    Phil.  Stevens. 

Adjourned  to  January  ig. 

yanuary  19. 

Earl  Nugent  moved,  that*  an  account  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  all  exports  and  their  amount,  of  merchandife  ex- 
ported from  this  kingdom  to  Ireland,  and  of  all  imports  froih 
Ireland  into  this  kingdom,  from  the  firft  of  January  1778. 
to  the  firft  of  January  1779  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
His  Lord  (hip  explained  his  meaning  for  making- this  motioo^ 
by  faying,  that  it  was  preparatory  to  the  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  further  relief  to  the  trade  of  Ire-  " 
land,  notice  of  which  he  had  given  before  the  holidays.     He 

reprefented 
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reprefented  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  as  being  in  a  famiftiing 
condition,  and  appealed  to  two  noble  lords  in  adminiilration 
for  the  truth  of  his  affenion  ;  and  he  laid  that  a  fecretary  of  the 
viceroy  was  juft  come  over,  exprefsly  to  lay  before  govern- 
ment the  deplorable  ftate  of  Ireland  ;  he  referred  to  a  letter 
he  had  received  from  Dr.  Woodward,  dean  of  Clothe  r,  men- 
tioning that  all  had  been  done  that  could  be  efPeded  by  con- 
tribution to  relieve  the  ftarving  poor,  but  in  vain  ;  employ- 
ment alone  could  remedy  the  evil.  He  appealed  to  the  n(>ble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  ireafury  for  the  truth  of  another  ob- 
fervatjon  ;  that  the  revenue  of  Ireland  is  fo  diminifhed,  that 
it  now  yields  little  more  than  the  cxpences  ot  its  civil  efia- 
blilhment.  Thefe  fadts  pointed  the  neceffity,  as  we  had  loil 
our  trade  with  our  American  colonies,  of  taking  care  we  did 
not  lofe  Ireland  next,  by  a  feparation  or  invafion.  If  our  im- 
politic reltraints  were  not  removed  from  the  trade  of  that 
country,  we  fliould  lofe  our  beil  cuftomers  for  many  articles 
of  merchandife.  He  faid  good  ellates  in  Ireland  were  offered 
to  fale  at  fixteen  and  fourteen  years  purchafc,  yet  no  buyers 
appeared  even  at  that  low  price. 

He  expedled  to  be  oppofed  by  thofe  who  had  particular  in- 
terefls  to  fupport  againll  the  national  welfare  intended  by 
his  bill ;  but  he  remembered  many  fimilar  oppofitions  to  bills 
which  had,  after  they  had  paffed,  and  the  good  cdfe»5ls  had 
been  experienced,  been  highly  applauded.  For  inilance, 
the  bill  for  importing  bar  iron  from  America  was  ftrongly 
oppofed  by  the  parties  concerned  in  mines  and  iron- works  at 
home  i  yet  it  was  found  that  Great  Britain  did  not  produce 
a  tenth  part  of  the  iron  wanted  for  confumption.  He  de- 
clared himfelf  as  warm  a  friend  to  England  as  any  man  in  the 
Hoiife ;  and  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  promoting  the  intereft 
of  this  country  to  grant  Ireland  relief  to  her  trade,  he  would 
not  m9ve  it,  neither  did  he  ever  choofe  to  move  any  thing  in 
that  Houfc  which  he  was  not  fure  of  carrying  He  con- 
cluded with  a  kind  of  prophecy,  that  if  Ireland  was  not  af- 
fifted  in  her  commerce,  it  might  become  a  cjueftion  there  to 
vote  a  fum  for  the  fupport,  of  that  country,  from  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  its  owri  revenue. 

The  eftabliflimept  of  a  cotton  manufaftory,  and  leave  to 
export  the  manufadure  to  Great  Britain,  with  leave  to  ex- 
port and  import  to  and  from  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
Africa,  were  the  points  he  had  in  contemplation ;  and  he 
coiKluded  with  faying,  if  all  he  wiihed  could  not  be  obtain^ 
^d,  he  m^il  be  fatisfied  with  a  part. 

Hon 
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Hon.  Colonel  Stanley  defired  Lord  Nugent  would  give  as 
long  notice  as  poffible  of  the  day  he  (hoiild  bring  in  his  bill, 
that  his  conftiiiK  nls  might  be  early  apprifed  cf  it,  as  not  the 
town  of  Manchefter,  but  all  the  manufaduring  towns  in  the 
country,  concerned  in  the  cotton  branches,  were  alarmed. 

S\r  George  Tinge  intreated  the  noble  Earl  not  to  hurry  on 
a  bill  of  fuch  conftqjjeiice,  but  wait  for  better  information. 
He  could  not  confider  the  ftate  of  Ireland  in  the  melancholy 
light  it  had  been  defcribed ;  but  if  the  people  really  were  fa- 
milhiug^it  was  not  owing  to  the  trade  laws  of  this  country, 
but  to  mifmanagcmenr  in  their  own  internal  police,  and  de-' 
iired  that  might  be  inquired  into. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Totunfljaid  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  by  a 
narrow  policy  America  had  been  loft,  and  biti  them  beware  of 
lofing  Ireland.  He  declared  himfelf  impartial,  not  having 
any  property  in  Ireland  ;  yet  he  con  fide  red  his  property  in 
England  as  dependent  in  a  great  mealure  on  the  profperity 
of  Ireland  ;  and  as  a  member  of  the  commiinity,  h§  wiflied 
to  remove  thofe  partial  rellraints  on  her  trade,  which  certainly 
are  the  caufe  of  her  diftrcfles. 

.  There  being  no  queftit^n  before  the  Houfe,  the  order  of 
the  day  was  called  for,  which  put  an  end  to  the  convcrfatipn. 
Read  the  mutiny  bill,  &c. 

January  2i. 

Mr.  Jenhnjon^  lately  appointed  fecretary  at  war,  informed 
the  Houfe  of  his  intention  to  propofe  a  repeal  of  the  aft  of 
laft  feilion  for  recruiting  the  land  forces ;  not  that  he  objefted 
to  .the  bafis  of  the  bill,  but  becaufe  he  had  feveral  alterations 
and  additions  to  offer,  which  would  make  it  requifiteto  frame 
a  new  bill.  On  a- careful  in fped ion,  he  found  that  fimilar 
ads  to  that  of  laft  year  had  been  ufually  palfed  in  all  former 
wars ;  and  the  chief  advantage  arifing  from  them,  was  the 
number  of  volunteers  brought  in,  under  the  apprehenfion  of 
being  prefled,  if  they  did  not  enter  voluntarily  :  he  was  there- 
fore ot  opinion,  that  every  poffible  encouragement  ihouid  be 
held  forth  to  volunteers,  that  preffing  might  be  rendered  the 
lefs  neccflary. 

The  zSt  of  laft  year,  in  his  opinion,  did  not  offer  all  the 
advantages  to  volunteers  that  might  be  expefted,  and  it  was 
owing  to  this  that  it  did  not  fucceed.  Upon  this  account  he 
had  ftudied  every  probable  plan  to  render  the  fervice  more 
eligible  to  free  recruits  ;  and  fliould  mention  his  propofitions, 
that  the  Houfe  might  have  time  to  rcfleft  on  them,  if  leave 
fhould  be  granted  him  to  bring  in  a  bill,  during  its  progrcfs. 

It 
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It  was  his  intention  to  make  the  reception  of  the  bounty 
more  eafy,  by  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  commiilioners  of 
the  land  lax,  5ind  enabling  them  to  pay  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  commanding  officer.  He  would  likewife  make  a  clear 
diftindion  between  the  preffed  man  and  the  volunteer,  in  the 
limited  time  of  fervice.  The  preffed  man  (hould  be  obliged 
to  ferve  five  years,  but  the  voUuiteer  only  three,  or  during 
the  war ;  then  to  obtain  his  difcharge,  and  be  exempted  from 
ferving  compulfively  in  any  line  of  military  duty  whatever. 
He  would  alfo  allow  volunteers  the  fame  privilege  as  an  en« 
courage  men  t  that  was  granted  to  the  foldiers  as  a  reward  for 
fervices  in  the  laft  war ;  they  Ihould  be  free,  after  their  three 
years  fervice,  or  upon  a  peace,  to  fet  up  any  trade  or  art  in  any 
corporate  town  in  Great  Britain.  The  ftandard  for  fize,  and 
the  age  intitled  to  the  bounty,  fliould  be  altered  to  five  feet 
three  inches,  and  fixteen  years  of  age.  He  took  notice  of 
the  great  bounties  given  for  men  by  the  owners  of  privateers, 
which  had  hurt  the  recruiting  fervice  taft  war ;  but  he  ex* 
preffed  his  hopes  that  the  privileges  to  be  offered  by  the  new 
bill,  which  could  not  be  granted  by  the  owners  or  captains  of 
privateers,  would  make  volunteers  prefer  the  King's  fervice. 
In  fine,  he  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  aft  of  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament  for  recruiting 
his  Majelty's  land  forces,  and  to  fubftitute  better  provifions 
in  lieu  thereof.'* 

Colonel  Barre  expreffed  his  hearty  concurrence,  and  was 
glad  to  find  an  idea  of  his  own  adopted,  with  refpeft  to  the 
time  limited  for  the  duration  of  the  fervice  of  volunteers. 
This  gentleman  and  Mr.  Tovvnlhend  widied  the  meafure  had* 
been  propofed  before  the  holidays,  that  the  bill  might  have 
been  in  a  forward  ftate,  and  printed  for  the  ufc  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  their  confideration  during  the  recefs. 
January  21  and  22.    . 

No  debate.     Adjourned  to  January  25. 
January  2^. 

Call  of.the  Houfe  put  off  to  February  11, 

Mr.  Tow njhend  ohkc^ady  that  the  call  ot  the  Houfe  had  of 
late  been  little  attended  to  ;  he  hoped  and  wifhed  the  order  of 
the  Houfe  might  now  be  enforced. 

In  committee  on  Mr.  Jenkinfon's  recruiting  bill. 

Upon  a  motion  for  reading  it  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

Mr.  Turner  declared  his  fentiments  againll  proceeding  any 
further  in  this  bill,  becaufe  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  prelling 
billi  and  not  a  recruiting  bill,  and  he  could  not  reconcile  it  td 

.  >    hS 
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his  confcience  that  any  leglflature  had  a  power  to  make  prcfs- 
injj;  legal.  The  fenfe  of  the  committee  being  to  priiceed,  the 
bill  was  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  occaiioned  a  mix- 
ed converfation. 

Sit  George  range  propofed  that  the  attendance  of  the  recruit- 
ing officers  on  the  magiftrates  at  the  quarter  feflion  ihould 
be  compelled  by  a  claiife  in  the  aft. 

Mr.  Jenkinjon  contended,  that  it  had  always  been  left  to 
the  war-office  to  punifh  officers  for  any  neglcft  of  duty  ; 
and  the  committee  rejefted  theclaufe. 

Mr.  Grenville  propofed,  that  more  notice  (hould  be  given 
to  the  magiftrates  of  the  times  of  meeting  to  carry  the  aft 
into  execution  ;  a  claufe  was  inferted  accordingly.  And 
moved,  that  perfons  coiivifted  at  the  quarter  feffions,  of 
having  run  away  -from  their  wives  and  children,  and  were 
punifhable^by  tranfportation  or  hard  labour,  for  fuch  oflfeDce, 
as  incorrigible  rogues,  by  flatute  of  27th  George  II.  (hould 
in  lieu  thereof  be  delivered  to  the  recruiting  officer  ,  atid  if 
able  bodied  men,  be  deemed  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  cn- 
lifled  ;  and  that  the  recruiting  officer  (hould  pay  to  the  ovter- 
feers  of  the  poor  of  the  parifh  40s.  towards  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.     This  claufe  alfo  paiTed. 

Sir  George  Savile^  Mr,  Macdonaid^  the  Solicitor  General^ 
and  Mr.  Moretorij  were  for  extending  the  age  of  able  men  From 
16  to  50,  inftead  of  45,  as  it  ftood  before  \  this  alteration  was 
carried. 

Sir  George  Tortge  moved  for  excepting  married  men,  having 
three  children,  from  being  imprelTed. 

In  reply,  it  was  faid,  that  fuch  married  men  were  in  gene- 
ral more  profligate,  debauched,  and  idle,  than  iingle  men  ; 
deferted  their  families,  and  left  them  chargeable  to  the  pa- 
rifhes.  Objedions  being  made  to  the  age  of  16,  that  youth  of 
that  age  had  not  arms  long  enough  to  manage  common  muf- 
quets,  General  Conway  and  Sir  William  riowe  faid,  that 
Inch  youths,  being  in  a  growing  condition,  were  the  beft 
recruits  the  army  could  have.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
reported. 

Upon  a  motion  of  Sir  Herbert  Mncworthy  the  qualification 
of  the  Welch  commiflioners  of  the  land-tax,  which  ufcd  to 
be  only  50I.  was  made  lool.  He  thought  the  former  futn 
degrading  the  Welch  gentlemen  ;  and  as  they  were  to  exe- 
cute this  law  in  common  with  the  Englifh  commiffionei^s» 
their  qualifications  Ihould  be  the  fame. 
January  26. 

Mr.  Ord  brought  up  the  report  of  the  recruiting  «bill. 

Sir 
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Sir  Charles  Bunbury  rofe  and  faid,  he  took  the  I  iberty  of  then 
addrefling  them,  and  he  was  the  rather  afTured  of  the  indulgence 
and  patience  of  gentlemen,  becanfe  he  fo  very  rarely  called 
upon  thenj  to  exercife  either  the  one  or  the  other.  His  fenti- 
inents,  he  protefted,  arpfe  from  no  faflions  view,  no  wifli  to 
oppofe  government,  no  defire  to  gratify  party  ;  they  were  the 
iincere  fentiments  of  his  heart,  the  offspring  of  his  feelings, 
unprompted,  untutored,  and  uncommunicated.  Such  as  they 
were  he  fubmitted  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe. 

He  did  not  by  any  means  approve  of  the  principle  of  the 
prefent  bill,  which  was  confeffedly  calculated  to  recruit  our 
armies  for  the  ptirpofe  of  carrying  on  a  ruinous,  ofFenfivc  war 
in  America  ;  a  war  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  for  every  rea- 
fon  of  policy  and  humanity  to  be  abandoned.  If  we  wifhed  to 
retrieve  ourfelves  from  our  defperate  fituation,  and  to  avoid 
impending  ruin,  the  only  means  of  efFefting  fo  dcfirable  an 
end  confiTted,  not  in  recruiting  our  armies,  but  in' recruit- 
ing our  councils.     Enlift    new  miniftcrs,  and  purfue  new 
meafures.     Not  that  he  meant  to  have  it  underftood  that  he 
was  one  of  the  general   herd   of  complainers,  or  that  he 
confidered  our  paft  misfortimes  as  an  incontrovertible  proof  of 
the  want  of  wifdom  in  adminifiration.  He  had  no  fuch  idea  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  knew  that  fcveral  of  thofe  who  were  cm- 
ployed  in  the  firfl  offices  of  government  were  men  of  foimd 
judgment,  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  cxtcnfivc  talents; 
but  when  he  coniidered  the  tremendous  (late  of  national  af- 
fairs, he  thought  that  all  the  men  of  abilities,  let  them  be  of 
what  party  they  would,  (hould  be  called  upon  for  their  ad- 
vice and  affiltance.     He  therefore  vvifhtd  molt  anxioufly  that 
gentlemen  would  forego  their  animofities,  their  prejudices,  . 
and  their  pallions  ;  that  a   coalition  of  parties  might  take 
place,  and  unanimity  of  fentiment  might  onre  more  prevail. 
From  unanimity  and  the  exertioi^  of  a  general  zeal  to  fave 
>h€  kingdom,  he  faid,  he  alone  expe£led  that,  immediate  ruin 
could  be  avoided.     He  had  little  (kill  as  an  artift  ;  but  there 
were   great   and  malterly  painters  on  both  fides  the  chair  ; 
the  pi  Sure  of  the  country  which  had  been  more  than  once 
drawn  by  the  Salvator  Rofas  of  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe 
was  a  capital  exhibition  ;  it  was  grand  and  fublime,  but  dread- 
ful and  alarming.     The  honourable  gentleman  who  propofed 
the  bill  was  a  more  flattering  artift,  and  had  given  a  very  dif- 
ferent view  indeed  of  the  fame  country.     If  the  likenefs  was 
not  fo  ftriking,  if  his  outline  was  not  fo  true  and  accurate  as 
that  of  the  gentleman  of  the  oppofite  fchocl,  he  had  amply 
compcnfated  for  this  trifling  deleft,  by  a  richnefs  of  colour- 
ing, a  brilliancy  of  Iky,  a  glow. of  tints  which    would  have 
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dene  honour  to  a  Claude  Lorrain.  He  was  no  pain tert 
but  fomething  like  his  brother,  though  with  inferior  powers  of 
pencil ;  any  thin^»  ihcretore  that  he  fhould  attempt  10  deline- 
ate, would  be  found  to  be  a  mere  sketch,  a  rough  outline, 
and  a  rude  daubing  *.  'I'o  drop  all  further  metaphor,  he  was 
far,  as  he  had  before  faid,  from  thinking  all  the  prefenl 
minirtry  wanting  in  capas^ity.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon  war  poiVelTld  of  a  found  luidcritandu;^,  an  honcft  mind, 
and  nioftrefpcdable  abilities.  The  learned  gentleman,  who 
had  lately  icft  tliat  Houfe  in  confequence  of  his  promotion  to 
a  high  ofHce,  he  had  often  liftcncd  to  with  plcafure.  His 
mar.ly  fenfc,  quick  difcernment,  profound  fagacity,  and  great 
profcifional  knowledge  ;  his  love  oi'  juitice,  and  his  Ermnefs 
of  mind,  qualified  him  in  the  fullelt  mauner  to  be  the  skU 
vifer  of  his  King,  in  a  moment  of  fo  much  danger,  and  in 
which  the  counfel  of  wife  and  upright  men  was  fo  eflen- 
tially  neceffary  as  at  prfcfent.  When  he  confidercd  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he  faw  among  theni 
men  of  the  fir  If  abilities,  and  men  whofe  talents  might  a€ 
this  crifis  be  exercifcd  equally  to  their  own  honour  and  the 
fervice  of  the  flale. 

Sir  Charles  then  fpoke  of  the  talents  of  three  gentlemen 
of  the  opp(ifiti()n[Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Dunning,  and  Mr.  FoxJ 
in  terms  of  the  highert  panegyric.  The  fruitful  imagina- 
tion of  the  firft,  his  brilliancy  of  thought,  powerful  elo- 
quence, lln&.  integrity  of  condudl,  and  refined  delicacy  of 
It  ntimeiit,  he  faid,  pointed  him  out  as  a  fit  perfon  to  be  em- 
pliivcd  in  government.  With  regard  to  the  fecond,  his  great 
Knowledge  of  both  profefHonal  and  political  affairs,  his  kcei>. 
and  pcnt'fiating  perception,  his  found  underflanding,  his 
inifnlJic'd  lionour,  and  his  wife  decifions  upon  every  pomt  he- 
fpokc  to,  rendered  him  eiTentially  qualified  to  alfifi  in  re- 
Itoring  the  luft  dignity  ot  Great  Britain  ;  and  as  almoft  every 
rrjan  in  that  Honfc,  as  well  as  almoft  every  man  without 
doors>  when  he  ihouglit  either  his  perfon,  his  property,  or 
liis  fame  in  danger,  ran  eagerly  to  him,  and  folicited  his  af- 
fulancc  and  protei^Mion,  he  faw  no  reafou  why  his  country 
Ihoidd  not  have  tl:e  beiieiit  of  his  great  abilities  as  well  as  in- 
dividual. 

Of  tlieiliird  gentleman  he  fpoke  in  the  fjllowing  words: 

There  is  another  orniuient  of  his  coimtry,  a  gentlernan 

with  whom  I  have  the  honour  and  happinefs  to  live  in  the 

molt  tair.iliar  habits,  of  whofe  extraordinary  talents  you  are 

daily  wiiuLircs,  but  v%hofe  real  cliara£ler  (disfigured  by  ca- 

luiTiny,. 

'Sir  Charlct  f  v.riurd  hiemctophcric.;!  allufion  tn  painting- for  a  coniidcrable  time* 
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lumny>  and  thofe  fliameful  and  unfounded  afperfions  which 
flow  daily  from  an  unrcftraincd  and  licentious  prcfs)  is  yet 
unknown  to  you.  Permit  me,  impelled  by  the  partiality  of 
friendftip,  and  ftill  more  by  a  zeal  fur  truth,  to  fhew  to  you, 
and  through  you  to  his  country,  this  valuable  man  in  his  pro- 
per colours,  that  you  may  know  to  whom  to  look  for  affift- 
ance  in  this  hour  of  peril  and  calamity.  To  dwell  on  the 
Ihrewdnefs  of  his  underftanding,  on  the  libierality  of  his  ex- 
alted mind,  on  his  rapid  and  unerring  judgment,  on  his  con- 
vincing and  overpowering  oratory,  were  to  mifpsnd  your  time. 
Of  bis  talents  you  are  daily  wit nefles :  you  are  unanimous 
admirers.  But  believe  me,  gentlemen,  he  merits  not  your 
admiration  only  ;  he  is  dcfcrving  of  your  refpcft,  of  your 
moft  affeflionate  legard:  lie  refembles  not  thofe  fplendid  peb- 
bles which  ingenious  induftry  renders  glittering  at  a  dillance, 
but  whofe  luftre  fades  as  you  approach  them  :  like  the  genu- 
ine diamond,  he  is  more  brilliant  on  a  clofer  infpeftion  ;  his 
amiable  qualities  are  captivating,  and  uricommon  as  his  intel- 
ledlual  ones ;  thofe  of  his  heart  as  fuperior  as  thofe  of  his 
head  ;  unlike  the  generality  of  mankind,  his  excellence  is 
more  apparent  to  thofe  who  fee  him  in  his  unguarded  mo- 
ments, and,,  in  defiance  of  the  levelling  maxim  of  Rochefou- 
cault,  he  is  a  hero,  even  to  his  valet  de  chambre. 

Having  carried  his  eulogium  on  thefe  three  gentleincn  very 
far,  Sir  Charles  recurred  to  his  original  pofirion,  that  our 
army  was  fufficiently  numerous,  if  wifely  direcled,  to  defend 
our  prefent  polfeflions.  That  if  it  was  deemed  advifeable,  in 
the  exhaufted  ftate  of  our  finances,  to  make  further  exertions, 
in  his  opinion,  the  firft  objedl  was  our  navy,  on  the  power 
and  fuperiority  of  which  the  exigence  of  this  country  de- 
pended. Sailors  were  more  wanted  than  foldicrs  ;  good 
counfellors  more  even  than  failors";  we  needed  nrot  able-bo- 
died recruits,  but  able-minded  miuiilers,  who,  by  properly 
employing  and  direding  the  forces  of  England,  would  render 
the  burthenfome  increale  of  them  unnecel^ry.  On  that  groimd 
he  objected  ftrongly  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  held 
out  unheard-of  rewards,  immunities  to  entice  the  labourer 
from  the  plough,  and  the  manufadurer  from  the  loom,  to  in- 
creafe  an  army,  the  enormous  expence  of  which  we  at  prefent 
groaned  under. 

Mr.  Martin.  During  the  few  years  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  fitting  in  Parlianient,  1  have  never  prefumed  to 
trouble  the  Houfe  but  once.  1  was  then  luard  with  a  patient 
indui^ence,  for  which  I  now  return  my  molt  hearty  thanks. 
Sir,  i  ihould  he  very  forry  iif  it  could  be  thought  that  1  was 

VOL.X.  Q.  then 
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then  fo  vain  or  fo  foolifh  as  to  imagine  that  a  pcrfon  of  mjr 
hnmble  abilities  could  give  either  advice  or  information  to  this 
aflembly ;  but,  Sir,  I  think  ihefe  are  very  ferious  times,  when 
every  man  who  harbours  honeft  fentiments  muft  wi(h  to  pub- 
lift  and  avow  them.  I  hope,  therefore,  I  (hall  not  be  ccn- 
fured  as  abuHng  the  favour  of  the  Houfe  by  endeavouring  to 
fay  a  very  few  words  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Sir,  I  mod  heartily  agree  with  an  honourable  gentleman 
■who  fpoke  yefterday  in  the  committee  upon  this  bill,  in  what 
he  faid  on  the  fubjeft  of  preffing.  I  think,  Sir,  no  power 
whatever  can  make  that  pradice  legal  ;'and  I  think  it  parti- 
cularly hard,  that  a  clafs  of  men,  to  which,  perhaps,  this  n»s 
tion  is  more  obliged  for  its  defence  than  any  other,  I  mean, 
Sir,  the  common  failors,  (hould  be  fubjeft  to  fuch  inhuman 
iifagc.  Sir,  upon  this  principle  I  am  (Irongly  againft  the 
bill,  and  I  am  alfo  as  (Irongly  againft  it  as  in  any  degree  affift- 
ing  to  fupport  the  American  war. 

Sir,  I  have  once  fully  declared  my  (leadfaft  abhorrence  of 
that  war  ;  but  as  I  think  gentlemen  fe6m  lately  to  have  for- 
gotten the  queftion  of  right,  and  only  to  argue  on  the 
prafticability  of  it  and  the  profpeS  of  its  fuccefs,  I  (hall  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  I  hold  it  to  be  one  of  the  moft  itnpolitiCy 
unreafonable,  unjuft  and  tyrannical  wars  that  can  poflibly  be 
imagined.  It  was  begun  and  has  been  continuea  on  rank 
Tory  principles ;  on  the  idea  of  forcing  men  to  raife  money 
contrary  to  their  confent,  and  in  a  manner  oppofite  to  what 
they  thought  right.  Sir,  the  world  is  now  fo  far  enlightened 
that,  1  believe,  there  are  but  few  perfons  who  dare publickly 
avow  the  true  genuine^Tory  doctrines  of  indefeaiible  right 
and  non-refiftance ;  but  though  they  may  be  much  afliained 
to  own  fuch  notions,  the  praSice  or  many  (hews  that  fuch  no- 
tions are  but  too  well  entertained  in  their  private  thoughts: 
however,  I  (hall  venture  to  fay,  that  an  avowal  of  fuch  te- 
nets would  be  nonfenfe  too  grofs  for  idiots,  and  langua^ 
too  bafe  for  (laves.  Sir,  I  have  heard  the  popularity  of  this 
war  contended  for.  I  would  pay  all  due  deference  to  popu- 
lar opinions,  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  there  are  two  words  that 
operate  in  this  country  like  a  charm ;  I  mean  the  two  words^ 
"  Old  England."  Sir,  I  love  Old  England  as  I  ought  to  love 
her,  but  I  think  that  (he  can  be  as  capricious,  as  ill-tempered, 
and  as  tyrannical  as  any  other  old  lady  whatever  ;  nay,  Sir,  I 
think  (he  is  fo  old  as  not  nfierely  to  border  upon  dotage,  but 
to  have  given  for  feveral  years  ftrong  proofs  ot  infanity.  Sir, 
I  remember  to  have  heard  it  very  nobly  faid  by  an  honourable 
gentleman,  whom  I  dont  fee  in  his  placei  but  whom  I  xvfpefi 
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full  as  much  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart  as  for  his  very 
brilliant  abilities,  that  he  would  never  facrifice  his  opinion 
to  fnend(hip«  Sir,  I  greatly  honour  that  fentiment,  but  I 
ifaould  be  for  carrying  it  farther;  and  I  flatter  nriyfelf  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  agree  with  me,  when  I  de- 
clare, that  I  would  not  facrifice^nty  opinion  even  to  my 
country.  Sir,  I  fmcerely  lament^  as  an  Engliihman,  the  great 
difgraces  we  have  incurred,  and  the  heavy  lolfes  we  have  fuf- 
tained,  in  this  unhappy  bufinefs,  the  many  able  and  gallant 
officers,  and  the  thoufands  of  brave  men  under  their  com- 
mand, who  have  been  facrificed  to  the  thirft  of  power  in  our 
tninifiers.  No  man  can  have  a  higher  fenfe  of  the  merit  of 
moft  of  thofe  who  have  fought  our  battles  than  myfelf ;  but 
having  faid  this,  I  (hall  with  equal  freedom  declare,  that  I 
had  rather  we  (hould  fufFer  thefe  loffes,  and  ten  times  greater, 
nay,  any  lofTes  whatever,  than  fucceed  in  what  I  think  an 
iinjuil  attempt  on  the  liberties  of  any  part  of  mankind. 
I  therefore.  Sir,  am  fmcerely  glad  that  we  have  not  fucceed- 
cd,  and  heartily  wifh  and  mod  devoutly  pray  that  we  never 
may  fucceed ;  if  we  (hould,  I  think  our  liberties  at  home 
"Would  be  but  of  (hort  duration ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  fee  half  the  evil  in  a  failure  that  would  enfue  if 
we,  or  rather  if  the  miniftry  (hould  carry  their  points  In 
eafe  of  failure  we  lofe,  it's  true,  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
empire ;  but  I  no  more  believe  that  the  individuals  of  a  na- 
tion are  happy  in  proportion  to  its  extent  of  territory,  than 
I  believe  that  particular  perfons  are  happy  in  proportion 
to  their  riches.  Sir,  as  to  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  Ame- 
ricans in  not  making  peace  with  us  on  our  offering  to  remove 
riieir  grievances,  I  anfwer,  that  we  moft  infolently  and  re- 
peatedly refufed  to  do  fo  at  the  proper  times,  and  now  more 
infolently  and  moft  abfurdly  offer  it  when  we  ought  to  know 
that  they  cannot  agree  with  us  without  the  bafeft  treachery  to 
'  that  powerful  nation  which  has  been  the  firft  to  enter  into 
^alliance  with  themi  I  fay  farther,  Sir,  that  this  country  has 
by  its  oppreflive  and  tyrannical  proceedings  forfeited  its 
right  to  govern  Americans,  and  that,  upon  revolution  prin- 
ciples, they  ad  nobjy  and  bravely  in  (baking  us  off.  I  (hall 
comfort  myfelf.  Sir,  in  the  reflcflion  that  1  have  in  no  de- 
gree concurred  in  this  buHnefs,  bu.t  that  I  have,  on  the  con- 
trary, conftantly  oppofed  it ;  and  alfo,  in  the  confideration 
that  the  events  of  this  war  will  be  glorious  leifons  to  kings 
and  miniftersto  be  fatisGed  yvith  fuch  a  power  as  is  confiftent 
with  the  good-will  of  the  people  governed.  Sir,  according 
to  my  i&^f  we  have  been  fightixig  for  a  {qqIxOi  etiquette ; 
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for  what  (hould  we  have  loft  in  fuffering  the  Americans  to  tax 
themfelves  ?  Pleafe,  Sir,  to  obferve  the  difference  between 
their  fitiiation  and  ours.  Should  we  by  grranting  their  peti- 
tions for  felf- taxation  (even  fuppofing  they  had  no  abfolute 
right  to  demand  it)  I  fay,  flioiild  we  by  granting  their  petitions 
have  become  flaves  ?  Certainly  not ;  but  if  we  enforce  on 
them  what  they  think  we  have  no  right  to  enforce,  they  be- 
come flaves  (in  their  own  opinions  at  leaft)  moft  perfeftly, 
which,  t«»  liberal  minds,  is  worfe  than  death. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  blame  minifters  for  want 
of  fuccefs  in  this  war.  Every  one  knows  that  the  wifeft  and 
the  beft  of  men  may  have  not  only  ill- fuccefs  repeatedly,  but 
a  long  and  conftant  feries  of  it :  had  they  juftice,  humanity, 
or  generofity  on  their  fide,  I  (hould  wifh  them  every  good 
event  that  could  befall  them.  Sir,  I  am  fure  I  have  no  per- 
fonal  diflike  to  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  fuppofed  to 
have  the  condudl  of  public  affairs.  I  am  hardly  known 
even  by  fight  to  any  of  them.  I  believe  fome  of  them  to 
be  men  of  very  refpcflable  and  amiable  chara6lers  in  private 
life  ;  but  however  confcious  they  may  be  of  having  a£ied  in 
public  matters  to  the  beft  of  their  abilities,  I  own,  I  am 
furprifed  at  their  confummate  confidence  in  holding  the 
reins  of  government  after  fuch  a  continuance />f  unprofpe- 
rous  guidance.  Sir,  I  proteft  I  am  moft  totally  difime- 
refted,  I  menn  as  a  private  man,  in  the  eftabliOiment  of  a 
miniftry.  Whoever  may  be  in  power  will  be  unfolicited 
by  me  for  places  and  emoluments.  Sir,  I  thank  God  for 
giving  me  a  difpofitinn  to  be  perfcflly  fatisfied  with  a  com- 
fortable competency,  and  I  fhall  endeavour  to  educate  my 
family  in  the  fame  principles  of  moderation.  Was  I  fo  un- 
happy as  to  be  neceftitous,  I  perhaps  (hould  yield  to  tempta- 
tion as  eafily  as  any  one  ;  but  this  I  am  fure  of,  that  the  lad 
ad  of  meannefs  I  would  be  guilty  of  to  repair  a  broken  for- 
tune, fl*ould  be  to  proftitute  myfelf  to  venality  within 
thefe  walls.  Sir,  I  ftiould  as  foon  think  of  lurking  in'thc 
avenues  of  the  Houfe  as  a  petty  pilterer,  as  I  would  barter 
the  interefts  of  the  public  or  my  conftituents  for  any  thing  a 
minifter  could  grant  me,  or  for  any  private  advantage  or 
emolument  whatever.  Ambition,  Sir,  as  the  word  is  gene- 
rally underftood,  is  entirely  out  of  my  line  of  life ;  but, 
Sir,  I  own  I  have  an  ambition,  and  of  which  I  am  not 
alhamcd  ;  it  is  to  be  an  honeft,  independent,  ufeful  mem- 
ber of  Parliament;  and  I  folemnly  proteft,  I  had  rather de- 
ferve  that  charader  and  fliould  be  more  proud  of  it  than 
of  any  poft  of  honour  or  profit  the  King  has  to  give.    If 
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i  may  be  allowed,  Sir,  to  adopt  a  French  military  expreflionf 
I  think  we,  as  members  of  the  Britifli  fenate,  want  what  they 
call  Vefprit  de  corps ;  we  have  not  that  noble  enthnfiafm  which 
fhould  animate  the  reprefentatives  of  the  majefty  of  the  people. 
Indeed,  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  ihould  want 
that  enthufiafm,  if  we  confider  the  manner  in  which  moft  of 
us  are  chofen  into  this  afTembly  by  every  fort  of  undue  influ- 
ence, and  with  very  little  or  no  perfonal  acquaintance  with 
our  conftituents.  But,  Sir,  a  man  in  thefe  days,  who  fhould 
profefs  that  he  feeks  no  private  advantage  by  lining  in  Par- 
liament, would  be  cenfured  as  a  hypocrite,  or  laughed  at  as  a 
fool  ;  be  that  as  it  may,  Sir^  1  had  rather  have  the  well- 
grounded  approbation  of  my  own  mind,  than  the  falfe  applaufe 
of  the  whole  world  befide. 

To  return.  Sir,  to  the  queflion  :  can  it  be  imagiiied  that 
the  Americans  will  ever  make  any  reafonable  lerms  with 
us,  whilit  our  affairs  are  conducted  by  thofe  who  have  heap- 
ed fuch  wrongs  upon  their  heads,  and  who  ftill  avow  thufe 
wrongs  in  fpite  of  convidlion  and  all  the  lofTes  and  difficul- 
ties they  have  met  with  ?  1  find.  Sir,  another  folemn  fall 
proclaimed,  and  a  form  of  prayer  enjoined  for  the  fuccefs  of 
our  arms.  I  wilh  to  knosy,  Sir,  what  pains  or  penalties  I 
may  be  fubje£l  to  on  difobedience  to  this  proclamation,  for 
difobey  it  I  certainly  Ihall,  as  a  proclamation  is  not  the  law 
of  the  land  ?  *  If  government  dares  to  enforce  it,  let  it  bs  en- 
forced— if  not,  the  proclamation  itfelf  is  ridiculous  and  con- 
temptible. Sir,  I  would  as  foon  worfhip  the  devil  as 
pray  to  an  all- righteous  Being  for  fuccefs  to  oppreffion. 
That  great  Being  has  fo  far  baffled  all  our  attempts,  and  I 
truft  will  continue  to  fruftrate.  them,  fo  long  as  we  wage 
war  in  iniquity,  and  are  deaf  to  the  calls  of  policy,  humanity, 
and  jufjice.  As  I'  have  the  higheft  refpeft  for  true  reli- 
gion, I  condemn  from  my  foul  thofe,  who  under  pretence 
of  fuppprting  governnient,  join  in  proceedings  diametrically 
oppofiie  to  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  which,  fo  far  from  au- 
thorifing  violence  and  wrong,  conftantly  enjoins  patience, 
long  fuffering;  ^nd  /orbearance.  I  cannpt  imagine  in  what 
part  of  the  >Iew  Teflament  many  of  our  learned  prelates 
have  found  out  that  it  is  recommended  to  carry  fire,  fword, 
and  devallation  amongfl  our  fellow  creatures,  even  fuppofing 
we  had  ^very  pretence  of  right  on  our  fide.  I  have  always 
thought  that  chriflians  Ihould  rather  gain  men  by  perfuafion 
and  mildnefs,  than  by  violence  of  any  kind.  But  an  igno- 
.rant  layman  muft  not  prefume  to  decide  upon  majters  within 
the  jurifdi(Slion  of  the  independent,  difinlerefted,  and  felf- 
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denying  bench  of  bifliops,  who  are  totally  free  from  all 
worldly- mindednefs,  and  have  nothing  in  view  bi^t  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  mankind^  and  the  advancement  of  chriftia- 
nity  in  all  its  gentlenefs  and  fimplicity.     Sir^  there  are  feme 
few  of  that  bench  whom  I  highly  revere  for  their  love  of  a 
free  conftitution  and  a  general  toleration.     Sir,  I  wifli  not 
to  give  offence  to  any  man  or  any  fet  of  men.     I  mean  no- 
thing perfonal^  but  fpeak  my  real  fentiments,  with  a  hearty 
wiih  that  corruption  and  undue  influence  of  every  fort  may 
be  driven  from  our  government ;  that  all  honed  men  may 
unite  in  promoting  the  public  welfare,  and  in  difclaimlng  the 
virulence  of  party  heats  and  illiberal  animofities.     For  my 
own  part,  Sir,  however  warmly  I  may  exprefs  noyfeif  on 
this  occafion,  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  prefent,  to  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  known,  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  be- 
lieve that  in  private  life  I  am  not  inclined  to  be  cenforious. 
I  love  to  praife  rather  than  to  blame,  and  I  am  fure,  in  this 
rcipedable  aflembly,  I  (hould  particularly  avoid  falling  into 
inaifcrcet  and  groundlefs  abufe.     Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  I 
have  conftantly  voted  in  oppoHtion  with  a  moli  punfiual 
conformity.     It  is  pcrfedly  true,  and  I  hope  I  (hall  continue 
to  do  fo  as  long  as  any  meafure  tending,  however  indireAlyy 
to  this  American  war  is  to  be  promoted  ;  but  I  can  fay  with 
the  greateft  truth,  that  was  even  this  adminiftration  engaged 
in  any  worthy  fcheme  of  public  benefit,  I  (hould  lend  them 
my  feeble  afTiftance  with  more  pleafure  than  I  can  poffibly 
find  in  vainly  attempting  to  prevent,  with  a  refpeflable,  tho' 
not  numerous  minority,  their  pernicious  plans.   Sir^  as  I  faid 
before,  I  difclaim  taking  any  aelight  in  hearing  the  minifters 
and  their  meafures  condemned,  however  they  may  defenre  it, 
and  however  neceflary  it  may  be.     Indeed,  Sir,  could  I  have 
any  fatisfadion  in  the  idea  of  their  feeling  it  and  mending 
in  confequence,  it  might  be  feme  confolation ;  but  what- 
ever fenfibility  they  may  have  had  originally,  I  think  they 
muft  long  ere  this  have  become  perfedly  callous.     I,  Sir, 
therefore  wi(h  that  many  gentlemen  near  me  would  not  wafle 
that  eloquence  they  fo  much  excell  in,  on  thofe  who  are  not 
capable  of  being  affeded  by  it,  but  leave  them  to  the  jnft 
condemnation  of  their  own  minds,  and  the  contempt  and 
deteftation   of  an   injured   public.     Sir,    I  have  thought  it 
right  to  fay  thus  much  to  difourthen  mymind  and  in  jnftifi- 
cation  of  my  parliamentary  conduft.     Tho'  not  a  very  ycm^ 
man,  1  have  had  but  few  years  experience  in  national  bu£ 
nefs.     This,  joined  to  the  fenfe  of  my  (lender  talents,  to 
compenfate  for  the  want  of  that  experience^  has  oftea  kept 
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me  filcnt  when  I  bave  heartily  wiflied  for  abilities  openly  to 
cxprefs  what  has  pafled  within  me.  I  am  fiire.  Sir,  the  at- 
tempt I  have  now  made  has  coft  me  very  dear,  for  I  can' ne- 
ver rife  in  this  Houfe  without  the  greateft  awe,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  generous  allowance  which  is  conftantly  made  to  thofc 
vsrho  have  the  fame  plea  for  it  with  myfelf.  If^I  have  faid 
any  thing  indifcreetly  or  unwarrantably,  I  Ihall  hope  for  par- 
don, and  that  it  will  be  imputed  rather  to  a  want  of  judge- 
ment than  of  upright  intention  and  the  warmed  zeal  to  per- 
form my  duty.  I  abhor  feditious,  riotous  proceedings,  and 
wifli  to  be  zealoufly  loyal  to  the  conftitution*on  the  one  hand, 
but  on  the  other,  I  (hould  be  both  forry  and  alhamcd  tamely 
to  acquiefce  in  a  patient  fubmiflTion  to  deftrudive  meafures. 
I  wilh  to  live  quietly  under  a  free  government,  as  eftablifli- 
cd  by  our  excellent  conftitu,tion  ;  but  I  would  wifli  that  go- 
vernment always  to  confilt  of  a  prince  t'elighting  more  in  a 
juft  and  well-grounded  popularity  than  in  unlimited  power  ; 
of  peers  loving  independence  and  the  applaufe  of  their  coun- 
try better  than  lucrative  places  and  court  fervillty  ;  and  of  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  freely  cbofen  arid  compofed  of  true  and 
zealous  patriots.  Sir,  I  am  pcrfuaded  that  all  thefe  blelTrngs 
arc  not  to  be  enjoyed  by  us  till  fome  great  reform  can  be 
made  in  the  exorbitant  fees,  perquifites,  and  falaries  of  cer- 
tain offices.  I,  Sir,  know  very  little  of  the  value  of  places, 
but  it  feems  to  be.  univerfally  allowed  that  there  are  many 
employments,  and  fomc  finecures,  to  which  fuch  profits  are 
annexed  as  are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  duty  or  dignity 
of  them.  Sir,  I  Oiall  be  mucti  obliged  to  any  gentleman 
who  will  fet  me  right  if  I  advance  any  thing  erroncoufly ; 
but  I  have  heard  that  an  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  a  nay- 
mafter  of  the  forces,  a  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  lorae 
others,  have  fuch  opportunities  of  making  immenfe  fortunes, 
that  as  long  as  there  are  men  in  the  world,  who  eftimate  hap- 
pinefs  in  proportion  to  wealth,  fo  long  mud  fuch  offices  be 
temptations  too  drong  for  perfons  of  common  vii-lue  to  re- 
fid.  Sir,  I  cannot  lit  down  without  faying,  that  I  hope 
fome  gendeman  of  weight  and  abilities,  equal  to  fuch  a  taik, 
will  take  thefe  matters  into  confideration,  and  that  they  will 
fi^  all  the  fupport  and  encouragement  that  fuch  gn  under- 
taking would  deferve.  I  alfohope*  that  if  there  fhould  be 
any  new  arrangement  of  a  miniilry,  that  the  greateft  atten- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  charaders  of  thofe  who  are  to 
compofe  ity  as  well  as  to  their  abilities,  for  I  neod  npt  inform 
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this  Hoiife,  that  great  abilities  if  employed  to  wicked  pur- 
pofes  may  be  infinitely  more  detrimental  to  the  public*  than 
any  want  of  capacity  whatever.  If  gentlemen  really  think 
that  this  country  is  in  that  melancholy  iituatlon  fo  much  com- 
plained of,  the  greateft  exertions  (houldbe  made  by  every  rank 
of  perfons  and  in  every  department  of  the  itate,  to  reform  all 
abufes,  private  and  public,  and  to  reftore  us  to  profperity, 
dignity  and  virtue. 

January  27,  28,  29. 
No  debates. 

January  30. 
Decollation  of  Charles  I. 

January  31,  Sunday. 
February  i. 
Private  bufinefs. 

February  2. 
Laft  day  of  petitions  for  private  bills. 
February  3  and  4. 
No  debates. 

'  February  5. 
Mr.  Jenkinfon  took  notice  that  the  claufe  in  his  bill  refpeA- 
ing  the  power  vefted  in  juftices  of  the  peace  having  been  ob- 
jeded  to,  he  had  taken  the  opinion  of  fomc  learned  gentle- 
men of  the  law,  who  had  declared  that  the  claufe  did  not 
give  any  improper  or  imconrtitutional  power  to  private  Juf- 
ticcs,  for  they  could  not  imprefs  any  man  as  a  vagrant  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  whole  bench  of  magiftrates,  after  they 
had  examined  and  found  him  to  fall  within  the  defcription  of 
the  aft. 

Mr.  Turner  faid,  he  muft  repeat  his  proteft  againft  the 
bill,  which  he  confidercd  as.  totally  inexpedient,  and  as  one 
of  the  bad  confequences  of  the  American  war.  He  com- 
plained of  the  heavy  expence  of  raifing  men  for  this  unfor- 
tunate fervice  in  times  like  thefe ;  he  faid,  he  had  a  very 
good  eftate,  but  loaded  as  we  are  with  taxes,  and  the  prices 
of  every  ncceffary  of  life  confiderably  enhanced,  nobody 
could  pay  all  the  demands  which  the  extravagance  of  the 
times  brought  on.  He  therefore  advifed  miniltry  to  recall 
the  troops  from  America,  to  employ  them  at  home,  and  then 
with  the  militia  there  would  be  force  fufficient  to  defend  us 
from  our  natural  enemies  without  this  preffing  or  recruiting 
bill. 
The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Sir 
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Sir  Charles  Bunbury  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  iriferable 
ftate  of  our  police,  in  confequencc  of  the  information  on 
the  table,  refpeding  the  felons  in  the  fcveral  gaols  of  this 
kingdom. 

By  thefe  papers,  he  faid,  it  would  appear  that  the  aft,  cal- 
led the  Hulk  Ad,  or  that  for  employing  convided  felons  in 
hard  labour  on  board  the  hulk,  had  proved  an  inipradicable 
zGt ;  for  many  of  the  gaols  were  crowded  with  prifoners, 
who  have  been  fentenced  to  this  punilhmcnt,  fome  for  three, 
others  for  five,  and  others  for  feven  years,  but  cannot  be  fent 
on  board,  becaufe  there  are  too  many  there  already  ;  and  the 
want  of  room  and  proper  conveniencies  in  moft  of  the  gaols 
to  keep  them,  for  the  time  they  are  fentenced  to  hard  labour, 
occafions  fuch  fcenes  of  cruel  neglefl:  and  mifery  as  are 
fhocking  to  humanity,  and  repugnant  to  found  policy.  Many 
of  thefe  poor  wretches  are  allowed  only  one  penny  loaf  a 
day,  others  two-pence,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
(herifFs  in  the  different  counties.  Great  numbers  of  female 
convids  were  likewife  confined,  and  moft  of  them  without 
any  labour,  for  want  of  proper  room,  particularly  in  New- 
gate, Clerkcnwell,  and  at  York. 

He  therefore  moved,  that  the  returns  of  the  flate  of  the 
gaols,  and  number  of  felons  in  them,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  ;  that  it  be  an  inftruSion  to  the  commit- 
tee to  confider  if  it  may  not  be  proper  to  recommend  it  to 
the  directors  of  the  Eail-India  company,  to  take  fome  of  the 
male  convids  as  foldiers  ;  if  it  might  not  be  proper  to  revive 
the  old  Talutary  law  for  tranfporting  them  ;  and  if  they 
might  not  be  fent,  efpecially  the  female,  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
or  to  a  part  of  the  continent  of  Africa  :  and  finally,  that  the 
faid  committee  do  inquire  into  the  management  of  the  pri- 
foners  on  board  the  hulk  in  the  river. 

Sir  George  J^/T^^expreflTed  his  approbation  of  the  motion  ; 
faid  he  had  never  given  his  confent  to  the  Hulk  Ad,  but  as 
an  ad  of  neceftity,  on  account  of  the  fituation  of  America, 
which  had  put  an  end  to  the  contrads  for  tranfporting  them  ; 
and  he  did  not  doubt  if  it  was  reftored  even  at  this  time, 
perfons  would  be  found  to  tranfport  them  to  other  parts  of 
the  world,  qiore  for  the  benefit  of  fociety,  than  the  prefent 
mode  of  punifhment. 

Mr.  Lutirell  faid,  the  Hulk  Ad  was  not  a  good  one,  even 
as  a  temporary  mcafure  :  it  was  like  all  the  other  plaufible 
plans  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  and  had 
failed  like  the  reft  j  but  the  point  which  chiefly  called  him 

up 
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U];  was  to  remark,  that  on  the  fending  convids  to  Africa,  if 
clone  at  an  improper  fcafon,  not  one  in  an  hundred  would 
furvivc  their  arrival, 

Adjourntd  lo  February  8. 

February  8  and  9. 

No  debate.     Adjourned  to  February  n. 
February  11. 

The  Hjufe  called  over. 

Fej?ruary  12. 

Lord  Mulgrave  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  application 
had  been  made  to  the  admiralty,  by  the  members  compofing 
the  lare  court-martial  at  Portfmouth,  complaining  of  the 
hanlfhip  and  inconvenience  in  fubjeding  them  to  confine- 
ment during  a  trial,  without  being  permitted  to  depart  from, 
it  till  the  trial  is  over.  In  this  memorial  they  acknowledge 
they  did  not  fufFer  fo  mrch  on  the;  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel, 
from  its  being  on  fhore,  y^^^t  \he  inconvenience  gf  being  con- 
lined  even  to  a  houfe  for  fuch  a  number  of  days  was  a  hard- 
Ibip.  Lord  Mulgrave  dated  to  the  Houfe  that  the  fame 
complaint  had  been  made  by  the  members  who  compofed 
the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  Admiral  Byng,  after  the 
trial  was  over,  and  the  admiralty  of  that  time  had  wrote  a 
civil  letter  upon  the  occaflon,  but  had  done  nothing  to  re- 
medy the  grievance,  which  he  thought  of  a  very  ferious 
nature  ;  and  as  neither  the  officers  on  a  court-martial  in  the 
land  fervice,  nor  the  judges  in  any  other  court  were  fubjeft 
to  fuch  a  reflraint,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  a3. 

Mr.  Townjhend  exprefled  his  concurrence  in  the  motion, 
«fpecially  as  the  memorial  of  complaint  came  from  fb  re- 
fpeSable  a  body  as  the  members  of  the  late  court-martial, 
gentlemen  whole  charaders  and  condu£k  he  believed  ftood  in 
the  higheft  degree  of  veneration  in  the  eycJs  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  for  their  late  glorious  decilion ;  at  the  Tame 
time  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  when  the  bill  for  the 

E articular  purpofe  of  trying  Admiral  Keppel  on  (bore  wa9i 
eforc  the  Houfe,  he  himfelf  had  propofed  to  introduce  into 
it  a  claufe  to  relieve  the  members  from  the  confinement  now 
complained  of,  from  the  many  reprefeniations  that  had  been 
made  of  the  fevcrity  of  it  at  former  trials ;  but  he  was  then 
over-ruled  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  prefent  motion. 

Lord  Mulgrave  apologifed  for  oppofing  it  at  that  time,  be- 
caufe  he  meant  general  relief,  which  he  thought  would  be 
bed  introduced  by  amending  a  general  bill ;    befides,   he 

thought 
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thought  it  could  not  be  fettled  without  obftruSing  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  temporary  bill,  intended  to  be  got  through  the  Houfe 
in  one  day.  His  Lordftip  added,  "  though  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  be  proper  to  mention  it  to  this  company,  yet  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  I  inform  the  Houfe,  "^that  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  no  longer  has  a  feat  at  the  Admiralty  board ; 
his  refignation  was  accepted  this  morning." 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Col.  Barri  rofc  next,  and  in  the  mod  feeling,  pathetic 
manner  addreifed  the  Houfe,  hoping  he  (hould  be  permitted, 
after  what  had  juft  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord,  to  read  a 
paper  in  his  hand  ;  he  then  read  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
martial  on  the  honourable  acquittal  of  Admiral  Keppel,  and 
the  fliort  fpeech  of  the  prefident  on  reftoring  his  fword  to 
him  ;  here  he  paufed,  and  then  faid,  I  will  not  fay  a  word 
more,  but  fliall  prefent  this  paper  for  the  approbation  of  the 
Houfe,  being  aflured  of  their  general  concurrence.  He  then 
read,  and  handed  to  the  chair  the  following  motion  : 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Honour- 
able Admiral  AuguAus  Keppel,  for  his  diftinguifhed  courage, 
condud,  and  ability,  in  defending  this  kingdom  in  the  courfe 
of  the  1^(1  fummer,  efFedually  proteSing  its  trade,  and  more 
particularly  for  his  having  eloriouflv  upheld  the  honour  of  the 
Britith  flag  on  the  a7th  and  28th  ot  July  laft." 

Sir  Geor^i  Sdvile  feconded  the  motion.  Agreed  to. 
Sir  Philip  Jtnnings  Gierke  xYitn  made  his  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  reftrain  all  perfons  having  contra£ts  either 
in  their  own  namie^,  or  by  any  friend  for  their  benefit,  with 
the  treafury,  the  navy,  or  any  other  public  ofHce  under  go- 
vernment, from  fitting  as  members  of  that  Houfe.  He  de- 
clared his  intention  was  to  prefcrvc  the  independency  of  the 
Houfe>  as  th6  Only  means  of  preferving  our  excellent  confti- 
tution.  He  complartied  of  the  influence  of  contraAors  on  elec- 
tions, from  the  power  they  had  of  making  promifes  of  pro- 
vifion  for  votes  m  fubaltern  departments  under  them  ;  he  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  power  of  a  firft  lord  of  the  treafury, 
who  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  exhaufted  with  taxes,  and 
borrowing  money  on  the  mod  difadvantageous  terms,  could 
beftow  30  or  40,000!.  on  a  favourite  contrador;  and  if 
40,  why  not  8o,odoL  He  onentioned  a  variety  of  abufes  in 
the  contradors  for  ferving  the  army  in  America,  particularly 
one  with  refped  to  hay ;  and  he  complained  of  the  manner 
jof  difpofing  of  a  late  central  offered  by  advertifement  to  the 
loweft  bicMer,  that  is,  the  perfon  who  (haU  ofier  to  ferve 
government  -on  the  chedpeft  terms :  yet>  the  propo&k  lent  to 
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the  tieafury  had  been  opened  there^  and  fo  managed  during 
a  ^v-MUe  week  before  any  anfwer  could  be  obtained  by  the 
fcVwMil  propofers,  that  it  was  evident  it  was  meant  from  the 
bq^iiiiiing  to  give  it,  as  all  oihcr  things  had  been  given,  to 
Nojih  Bri-ons  ;  a  Simon  Frafer  had  the  contra6t,ana  becaufe 
tnc  rum  contrail  was  not  fufficient,  MeiF.  Muir  and  Atkinfon 
had  a  part  of  it. 

Lord  North  in  reply  was  warm ;  he  faidthe  propofalsall  came 
to  the  treafujy,  fealed  no  in  confequence  of  the  advertifemcnt ; 
that  ihey  vv  crc  all  opened  together,  and  given  to  the  clerks  to 
irake  calculations,  jind  to  point  out  who  oiFJred  the  cheapeft 
terms  upon  the  whole  :  It  was  foi:nd  *hat  Mr.  Frafer's  were 
the  loweft,  and  therefore,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  ad- 
vertifement,  his  propofals  were  accepted ;  and  he  gave  unde- 
niable fecurity.  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas  was  one  ^  the  trea- 
fury  knew  of  no  fraud  ;  if  there  was  any,  and  the  honourable 
member  could  produce  evidence  of  the  fad,  he  fliould  thank 
him  ;  the  treafury  board  would  thank  him  for  the  informa- 
Xiilrx ;  if  any  clerk  was  guihy  of  any  coUufion,  he  would  be  fe- 
verely  punilhed.  As  to  abufes  in  the  execution  of  the  con- 
trads,  he  could  only  fay  the  treafury  was  always  ready  to 
hear  complaints,  and  to  profecute  contractors,  if  tlley  were 
well  founded.  His  Lordfbip  was  againft  the  motion,  becaufe 
fuch  a  bill  would  throw  government  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  felfilh  men,  by  obliging  them  in  all  cafes  to  fubmit  to  ad- 
vert jling,  and  the  public  would  be  wOrfe  ferved. 

Sir  Phihp  Jennings  Gierke  ftill  adhered  to  his  point,  that  the 
difpofal  of  the  contraft  to  Mr,  Frafer  was  col lufively  managed 
by  the  clerks  of  the  treafury,  though  it  might  have  been  too 
trifling  a  concern  for  his  Lordfliip  to  look  into  niinutely. 

Mr  Alderman  Harley  faid,  he  had  millions  of  the  public 
money  paifcd  through  his  hands,  in  confequence  of  his  con- 
trad  with  government  \  and  when  a  committee  had  beenap^ 
pointed  laft  year  to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  he  had  brought  his  accounts  made  up  to  the  time,  and 
there  th^/  were  now  lying  on  the  table ;  and  though  many  in- 
fmuatjons  had  been  thrown  out  againft  him,  yet  thefe  accounts 
had  never  yet  been  examined  ;  it  would  not  take  the  com- 
mittee two  days  ;  and  till  it  was  feen  if  he  had  defrauded  the 
public  in  his  condud,  he  thought  it  was  condemning  him., 
or  any  man,  unheard,  to  deprive  him  of  his  feat  in  Parliament, 
merely  becaufe  he  ferved  government  in  the  way  of  his  profef- 
iibn.  One  merchant  might  import  large  quantities  of  hemp, 
another  of  iron  or  naval  ftores  ;  to  whom  were  they  to  fell 
them^  but  to  government  ?  and  was  a  man  to  be  deprived  of 

the 
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the  honour  of  a  feat  in  Parliament  on  that  account  ?  Num- 
bers of  perfons  he  could  point  out,  fome  in  both  Houfes,j^ho 
either  by  profefllion,  marriage,  or  defcent,  were  concerned  in 
fome  branches  of  commerce,  which  would  fubjedl  them  to 
the  exclufion  intended  by  this  motion,  for  what  #ere  they 
but  contra ftors?  Some  had  gunpowder  mills,  others  iron 
works,  others  cannon  founderies  ;  nay,  the  gentlemen  whofe 
eftates  were  covered  with  oaks,  felled  them  and  fold  them  to 
the  navy ;  the  others  fold  their  articles  to  the  office  of  ordnance; 
and  in  this  light  he  made  them  all  appear  to  be  contra£lors« 
As  to  influence  at  eledions,  the  promifes  of  titles  and  ho- 
nours tempting  men*s  ambition,  was  as  much  to  be  dreaded 
as  any  other.  [He  wasfeveral  times  called  to  order.]  He 
concluded  by  faying,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  an 
old  fportfman  and  loved  hunting,  he  wiflied  he  had  fingled 
out  a  ftouter  deer  from  the  herd  of  contraSors,  who  might 
have  offered  him  a  good  chace. 

Sir  Philip  replied,  he  thought  he  could  not  have  fixed  upon 
a  ftouter  than  one  who  had  made  37,000!.  in  one  year,  by 
one  contract. 

The  Houfe  divided ;  for  the  motion  158 ;  againft  it  143. 
February  15. 

Lord  Ncwhaven  moved,  that  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houie  be  appointed  to  fit  on  the  25th  inrtant,  to  lake  in  con- 
fideration  all  the  trade  laws  in  Great  Britain  which  afFeft  the 
trade  of  Ireland. 

Hon.  Col.  Stanley  moved,  that  the  confideration  of  this 
motion  be  put  off  to  this  day  fix  months.  A  converfation 
enfued,  in  which  great  pains  were  taken  on  the  one  fide  to 
paint  the  diftrelfes  of  Ireland  in  fuch  ftrong  colours  as  to 
make  it  neceflary  to  give  her  a  free  trade,  without  any  reftric- 
tions,  as  the  only  method  of  preventing  the  lofb  ot  that  kmg- 
dom,  or  a  fornaidable  rebellion  there  ;  and  on  the  other,  to 
fliew  that  the  general  alarm  which  fuch  a  propofitipn  as  that 
now  made  would  fpread  all  over  the  manufadurin'g  parts  of 
England,  might  occafion  a  rebellion  at  home. 

The  gentlemen  againft  the  propofition  did  not  deny 
that  fome  relief  fhduld  be  granted  to  Ireland  ;  but  they  did 
not  think  it  expedient  to  grant  to  Ireland  a  participation  of 
our  woollen  and  cotton  maniifadures,  which  it  was  con- 
tended they  were  aiming  at.  The  calamities  of  Ireland  were 
faid  not  to  be  much  greater  than  thofe  of  England,  in  the 
manufadtiring  counties ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  the  general  fenfe 

of 
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of  the  Houfe  that  the  American  war  had  been  the  caufe  of 
thefe  diftrefles. 

At  eight  o'clock  a  kind  of  compromife  took  place ;  the 
gentlemen  in  the  intereft  of  Ireland  were  advifcd  to  fuffer  the 
order  of%he  day  to  qnalh  the  motion,  and  then  to  come  on 
another  day,  with  fome  fpecific  propofition  that  would  not  be 
of  fo  general  and  alarming  a  nature  to  the  manufaduring 
towns  of  Great  Britain.  This  was  agreed  to. 
February  16. 

Lord  Newhaven  faid,  he  would,  on  the  25th  make  a  motion 
on  the  trade  of  Ireland,  of  a  fpecific  nature. 

Sir  George  Tonge  aflced  what  it  was  ? 

Lord  Newhaven  replied,  to  grant  to  Ireland  a  privilege  of 
importing  fugars  from  the  Wert  Indies. 

Sir  Jojeph  Mawby  moved,  that  the  commiffion  appointing 
Lord  George  Germain  fecretary  of  (late,  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe.     Agreed  to. 

February  17. 

Mr.  Fox  took  notice  that  it  was  rumoured  without  doors, 
that  a  court-martial  was  ordered  on  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and 
therefore  he  wiQied  to  know  if  there  was  any  truth '  in  this 
report  ? 

Lord  Mulgrave  replied,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  fent  a 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  defiring  that  a  court-martial 
might  be  held  to  inquire  into  his  condud  ;  upon  which  the 
admiralty  wrote  to  Admiral  Keppel,  to  know  if  he  intended 
to  bring  any  accufation  againft  the  vice-admiral.  To  which 
Mr.  Keppel  returned  an  evafive  anfwer.  Here  the  matter 
reftcd  ;  yet  he  faid  as  matt«rs  flood,  in  his  own  opinion,  pub- 
lic juflice  demanded  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  (hould  be  brought 
to  trial,  either  to  clear  him  if  innocent,  or  to  punifh  him  if 
guilty. 

Mr.  FoXy  in  anfwer,  was  very  fevere  on  Lord  Mulgrave, 
for  charging  Mr.  Keppel  with  writing  an  evafive  anfwer  ;  and 
upon  the  admiralty  for  not  ufing  any  difcretionary  power  to 
delay  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel,  and  now  making  ufe  of 
every  precaution,  under  the  cloak  of  refpe£l,  to  put  off  that 
of  Sir  Hueh  Pallifer. 

Lord  Mulgrave  faid  the  word  evafive  was  the  firft  in  his 
thoughts ;  he  meant  it  as  no  refledion ;  he  might  have  faid 
inconclufive. 

Mr.  i^pflf  moved,  that  copies  of  all  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  admiralty,  refpeding  a  court-martial  to  be  held  on 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.    The  motion 

was 
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was  agreed  to.     And  fome  days  after  the  following  papers 
were  laid  upon  the  table- 


SIR,  London  y  igth  of  Fehmary^  ^779- 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  inftant,  fignifying 
the  intention  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
order  a  court-martial  to  inquire  into  my  conduS  on  the  27th: 
of  July  laft,  and  to  be  held  on  the  i8th  of  next  month.  But 
I  defire  you  will  inform  their  lordfhips,  that  I  am  advifcd  it 
will  be  impoflible  for  me  to  be  prepared  for  it  fo  foon  as  the 
time  appointed,  and  that  I  will  give  you  the  earlieft  notice 
pofFible  when  I  (hall  be  ready.  In  the  mean  time,  I  re- 
queil  their  lordlhips  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me  whether 
Admiral  Keppel  has  fignified  his  intention  of  bringing  a 
charge  againft  me  or  not. 
%  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Hugh  Palliser. 
Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 


SIR,  Admiralty 'Office^  loth  Feb.  1779. 

I  have  cpmmunicated  to  my  lords  commiffioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty your  letter  of  ycfterday's  date,  informing  them  that  * 
you  are  advifed  it  will  be  impoffible  for  you  to  be  prepared 
for  your  trial  by  the  i8th  of  next  month,  the  day  appointed 
for  holding  the  court-martial,  but  that  you  will  give  the 
earlieft  notice  poflible  when  you  (hall  be  ready  ;  and  requeft- 
ing  to  be  informed,  jn  the  mean  time,  whether  Admiral  Kep- 
pel has  fignified  any  intention  of  bringing  a  charge  againft 
you.  In  return,  I  am  commanded  by  their  lordlhips  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  day  which  was  appointed  for  the  holding 
the  court-martial  will  be  deferred,  and  that  Admiral  Keppel 
has  fignified  it  is  not  his  intention  to  exhibit  any  charge  againft 
you  for  difobedience  of  his  orders  on  the  27  th  of  July  laft,  as 
you  will  more  fully  fee  by  the  inclofed  copy  of  his  letter  of 
the  i8th  inftant,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

Ph.  Stephens. 
yUe^ Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

Copy 
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Copy    of  Admiral  KeppeVs    letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,    dated 
February  i8,  1779. 
SIR, 
You  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  their  lordfliips,  that  the  law 
has  tixcd  a  period,  during  which  every  man  is  al  liberty  to  ex- 
hibit luch  charges  as  they  may  ihink  proper. 

In  this  inftance,  if  their  lordfhips  mean  a  charge  from  me 
againft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  for  his  didbbedicnce  of  my  orders 
on  the  27th  of  July  laft,  however  clear  it  may  have  appeared 
by  the  evidence  on  my  trial,  I  readily  anfvver,  that  I  do  not 
intend  to  exhibit  any  fuch  charge  againll  him. 

I  am>  &c.  A.  K. 


SIR,  Admiralty-Office  J  26th  Feb.  177O. 

I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commiflioners  of  the  admi-* 
ralty  to  defire  you  will  tranfmit  them,  as  foon  asconvenient- 
ly  may  be,  a  lift  of  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as  you  may 
think  neceffary  to  be  examined  as  witneUes  at  the  court-mar* 
tial  intended  to  be  held  for  your  trial,  that  diredions  may  be 
given  for  their  being  fummoned  to  attend. 
I  am,  &c. 

Ph.  Stephens, 

Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 


SIR,  Admiralty 'Office^  0.6th  Feb.  1779. 

It  appearing  to  my  lords  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty^ 
upon  perufal  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court* 
martial  lately  held  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  trial,  of  the  Honour- 
able  Admiral  Keppel,  to  be  highly  fitting  that  a  court-mar- 
tial fhuuld  be  held  to  inquire  into  the  condu£l  and  behaviour 
of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  on  the  27th  July  laft, 
the  day  on  which  his  Majefty*s  fleet,  commanded  by  the  faid 
Admiral  Keppel,  was  engaged  with  the  fleet  of  the  Fre^ich 
King,  under  the  command  of  the  Comte  D'Orvilliers,  and  to 
try  him  for  the  fame  ;  and  their  lordlhips  intending  to  order 
a  court-manial  to  be  aflembled  for  that  purpofc,  I  am  com- 
manded by  their  lordlhips  to  fend  you  herewith  a  copy  of 

the^ 
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the  minutes  above-mentioned^  and  to  (ignify  their  dfreAions 
to  you  to  prepare  and  tranfmit  to  them  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
fuch  perfons  as  it  may  be  proper  to  fummon  to  give  evidence 
at  the  faid  intended  court-martial ,  as  foon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  that  diredions  may  be  given  in  due  time  for  their 
attendance.  I  am,  &c« 

Ph.  Stephens. 
George  Jacijon^  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Fleet • 

SIR,  Admiralty-Officij  %th  Match  I779. 

Having  laid  before  my  lords  commiflionersof  the  admiralty, 
youx  letter  of  the  5th  inftant,  tranfmitting  a  lift  of  fuch  wit- 
nefles  as  at  prefent  appear  to  be  neceflary  to  be  examined  at  the 
court-martial  intended  to  be'  held  for  your  trial,  and  deflring 
that  the  judge- ad vocati^  may  be  dire£ted  to  have  with  him  the 
original  minutes  taken  by  himfelf  on  the  late  trial  of  Admiral 
Keppel,  it  being  podible  that  you  may  have  occadon  to  re- 
fort  to  them  in  the  courfe  of  your  own  trial,  and  alfo  that 
Admiral  Keppel's  letters  of  the  24th  and  30th  of  July,  and 
20th  of  Augufi  laft,  and  likewife  his  Journal,  may  be  in 
thejudge-advocate*s  hands,  to  be  produced  when  you  (hall 
fee  it  neceflary  to  call  for  them  :  1  am  commanded  by  their 
lordihips  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  feveral  perfons  named  in 
the  lifts  above-mentioned,  will  be  ordered  to  hold  themfelves 
in  readinefs  to  attend  the  court-martial,  to  be  held  for  your 
trial,  when  fummoned,  and  that  the  letters  and  journal  of 
Admiral  Keppel  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  judge- ad- 
vocate, to  be  produced  as  you  have  defired  \  but  with  refpeft 
to  the  original  minutes  taken  by  the  judge -advocate  on  the 
trial  of  Admiral  Keppel,  I  have  it  in  command  from  their 
lordfhips  to  inform  you,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  tranfmit 
them  to  the  perfon  who  (hall  prefide  at  the  court-martial,  to 
be  held  for  your  trial,  as  the  ground  to  proceed  upon.  Ad- 
miral Keppel  having  declined  bringing  a  charge  againft  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallijer.     Town. 

Sir  PFilliam  Hcwe  faid,  that  imputations  had  been  thrown 
on  himfelf  and  his  brother,  for  not  terminating  the  American 
war  laft  campaign ;  the  very  contrary  of  which^  he  would  venture 
to  fay,  would  appear,  when  an  inquiry  was  inftituted.     For 

Vol.  X.  R  this 
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this  ptirpofe  he  had  a  motion  10  make  It  would  appear  whc*  • 
thcr  the  fault  lay  in  the  commanders  of  his  Majefty's  fleets 
and  armies,  or  in  tlie  minillers  of  (late.  Whoever  it  was  that 
deferved  cenfure,  he  hoped  would  meet  with  it.  He  fliould 
therefore  move,  **  That  copies  belaid  before  the  Houfe  of  all 
letters  that  parted  between  Sir  William  Howe  and  Lord 
George  Germain,  fince  the  6th  of  Auguft  1775,  to  the  i6th 
of  November  1778." 

Lord  Howe  wiihed  to  retire  from  all  public  men  and  pub- 
lic meafures,  but  he  wiflied  at  the  fame  time  to  do  it  with 
honour.  The  King  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  honour 
the  General  [Sir  William  Howe]  and  himfelf  with  his  royal 
approbation,  but  miniftry  had  withheld  it  from  them.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  Houfe  would  be  unanimoufly  of  opinion 
that  an  inquiry  into  the  American  war  was  neceflary,  in  or- 
der to  (hew  whether  it  was  thef^ult  of  the  commanders,  or 
of  adminidration,  that  it  had  not  been  clofed. 

Lord  North  profeflTed  great  refpeft  for  the  two  commanders, 
and  faid,  he  was  not  to  be  charged  with  any  want  in  his 
duty  to  them.  As  to  their  condudi  in  the  American  v/ar,  he 
had  never  cenfured  it.  He  had  never  pronounced  either  the 
General  or  the  noble  Lord  to  blame  in  any  part  of  it ;  and 
as  to  giving  them  the  approbation  of  adminiuration,  no  m>. 
portunity  had  offered  for  doing  it,  nor  could  he  think  the 
propofea  inquiry  at  all  nece(rary  or  expedient,  and  though  it 
met  with  his  acquiefcence,  it  was  not  becaufe  it  was  agree- 
able to  him,  but  becaufe  it  was  agreeable  to  the  honourable 
'gentleman  who  had  moved  the  matter,  and  his  noble 
brother, 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  a  confeffion  had  fallen  from  tlic 
noble  Lord  of  no  little  value.  He  had  admitted  the  two 
commanders  had  not  been  to  blame,  nor  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  war  was  at  all  nece(rary  or  expedient,  and  if  that  really 
was  the  cafe,  namely,  that  an  inquiry  was  not  neceffary  or 
expedient,  there  could  then  be  no  blame  at  all.to  be  traced.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  papers  called  for  would  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  Houfe,  that  juftice  might  be  done. 

Governor  Johnjlone  faid,  as  a  member  of  Parliament  he 
had  aright  to  cxprefs  his  opinion  on  the  condudl  of  any  pcr- 
fon  afting  in  a  great  public  truft.  It  was  in  that  light  he  had 
faid  what  were  his  feniiments  of  the  American  war,  and  the 
commanders  employed  there  ;  and  he  muft  confefs,  that  he 
always  had  condemned  the  fouthern  expedition,  which  he 
now  underftood  to  be  a  plan  of  the  two  commanders,  and 
not  in  confequence  of  any  inftru£tion  from  home.  This  in- 
deed 
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deed  v^as  not  his  own  judgment,  but  the  opinion  of  officers 
Vfcry  high  in  the  fervice,  who  were  alfo  ready  to  join  with 
him  in  thinking,  that  the  armaments  fent  out. under  Lord 
and  Sir  William  Howe  were  adequate  to  all  the  purpofes 
they  were  to  efFed.  He  hoped  the  inquiry  into  it  would  be 
as  full  as  it  ought  to  be,  fincc  the  fouthern  expedition  was^ 
in' his  opinion,  the  grand  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  our  northern 
iirmy  under  General  Burgoyne,  and  evtry  fubfequent  misfor- 
tune. He  fliould  therefore,  as  he  had  promifed,  fecond  the 
motion.  But  he  was  no  acciifer.  He  flood  up  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  thought  reproaches  came  with  a  very 
ill  grace,  for  his  having  occafioned  an  inquiry,  which  thofe 
'who  made  them  long  ago  thought  highly  neceflary  and 
expedient. 

Lord  Hawe  hoped,  as  the.  governor  did  not  cenfure  the 
expedition  to  Philadelphia  on  his  own  opinion,  but  the  fen- 
timents  of  many  officers,  he  trufted,  when  the  proper  time 
arrived,  he  wQuld  produce  thofe  officers,  when  he  doubted  not 
he  (hould  owe  a  vindication  of  his  conduft  to  the  good  office? 
of  his  honourable  friend. 

Mr.  fox  faid,  he  could  by  no  means  alTcnt  to  the  opinion^ 
that  the  force  under  the  two  commanders  had  been  adequate 
to  the  end  in  view.  He  muft  adopt  the  very  oppoflte  opi- 
nion, becaufe  the  force  had  been  found  inadequate.  Indeed  ten 
times  the  force  would  have  been  equally  fo.  It  was  the  force 
of  juftice  that  refitted  them,  and  that  was  a  force  never  to  be 
fubdued  ;  yes,  there  was  a  time  when  his  honourable  friend, 
fGovernor  Johnftone)  was  pleafed  to  think  fo,  and  that 
England,  when  ihc  went  againlt  America,  fought  againft 
juftice.  But  he  did  not  wonder  at  the  attempts  that  had 
been  made  to  depreciate  the  noble  Lord  and  his  gallant  bro* 
ther.  Every  commander  was  to  be  abufed  and  traduced. 
How  was  a  man  to  get  into  the  efteem  of  adminiftration  ? 
Why,  he  was  to  blacken  the  charafter  of  our  commanders, 
and  he  was  fure  to  fucceed.  On  the  other  hand,  let  a  man 
but  fpeak  well  of  them,  and  he  was  fure  to  draw  the  enmity 
of  miniftry  upon  him.  Hence  Sir  William  Howe,  and  his 
noble  brother.  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  General  Burgoytie,  Admi* 
ral  Keppel,  were  the  objeds  of  minilterial  malignancy,  and 
in  proportion  as  they  were  written  down,  fo  was  the  perfon 
by  whom  it  was  done  raifed  in  the  eltimation  of  admini- 
ftration. Every  attack  upon  them  was  made  for  govern- 
ment. But  the  miniftry  had  no  defire  to  go  into  an  inquiry 
of  the  American  war.    They  had  had  enough  of  trials.    The 
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court-martial  on  Admiral  Keppel  had  given  them  a  dofe* 
They  wanted  no  more  inquiries.  It  hadfurniihed  them  with 
a  text  on  the  conduft  of  their  own  commanders,  and  they 
were  fick.  Yes,  they  were  fick  of  it  to  their  fouls  ;  and  while 
a  general  happinefs  had  difFufed  itfelf  through  all  ranks, 
while  people  of  all  denominations  were  in  a  manner  in* 
toxicated  with  joy,  felicitating  one  apother  at  fo  glorious,  fo 
ilhiftrions  an  event,  propitious  equally  to  the  caufe  of  virtue, 
and^  of  maritime  glory,  thofe   bafe,  ihofe  treacherous^  thofc 

Eitiful  miniders  were  ihut  up  in  dark nefs  brooding  o'er  their 
orrorsof  difappointment.  They  faw  not  the  illuminations, 
but  retired  from  the  tranfports  of  the  world.  The  portly 
building  of  the  admiralty  wore  a  difmal  afpcS,  forrow  hung 
about  it.  But  the  malice  of  adminiftration  was  to  check,  if 
polfiblc,  the  happinefs  felt  on  the  occafion.  An  obfoletc  i€t 
of  Parliament  was  therefore  raked  up,  a  claufe  reforted  to,- 
to  try  capitally  a  young  man  found  in  the  moft  alarming 
adl  of  breaking  the  windows  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  hpufe. 
This  aft  of  Parliament,  lb  feldom  heard  of,  and  never  but 
on  the  moft  extraordinary  occafion?,  was  to  be  ufed  to  the 
convi£lion  ofthis  young  man  to-morrow  morning,  as  he  un- 
dcrftood  from  very  gowl  authority.  Not  for  breaking  win- 
dows— not  for  hurting  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  houfe,  much  lefs 
demolifli  it ;  but  for  being  pleafed  at  the  acquittal  of  Admi« 
ral  Keppel.  That  was  the  crime  for  which  he  was  to  be 
hanged — that  was  the  crime  for  which  he  had  been  profecuted 
with  fo  horrid  a  feverity — and  the  very  counfel  he  had  re- 
tained for  his  trial  taken  away.  In  whatever  point  of  view  he 
confidercd  this,  horror  and  indignation  fupprclFed  awhile  all 
power  of  reproach.  No  language  could  do  juftice  to  the  in- 
famy of  the  proceeding.  When  bir  William  Howe  fent  over 
the  news  of  his  having  obtained  a  conqueft  (and  Sir  William 
was  then  called  a  great  and  able  general),  no  pains  were  taken 
by  adminiftration  to  prevent  illuminations.  An  a£tion  was 
brought  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  by  a  quaker  for  a 
riot  and  breaking  of  his  windows.  The  caufe  came  before 
Judge  Willes.  And  how  was  it  decided  ?  The  judge  was  of 
opinion  that  the  a£t  was  to  be  juftified  by  the  occafion  ;  it  was 
thought  ftrange  that  one  man  fliould  be  found  to  refift  the 
general  joy,  and  the  jury  were  direfted  to  find  a  verditt 
accordingly.  If  min'ftry  would  look  into  riots,  let  them  go 
to  Edinburgh,  where  the  mob  has  not  only  obliged  govern- 
ment to  tell  them,  that  they  will  not  only  not  pals  the  bill  in 
favour  of  popery,  but  will  not  even  fufFer  it  to  be  brought  ip. 
Did  the  attorney  general  proceed  againft  Balf  and  Macquirk  . 

for 
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for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Clarke  at  Brentford  ?  And  yet  is  a  boy 
to  be  tried  for  his  life,  becaufe  he  was  heard  to  halloo  for 
Admiral  Keppel,  and  in  the  tumult  of  his  joy  found  to  break 
a  window  or  tiVo  !  But  why  was  it  ?  Why,  truly,  the  fpirit 
of  the  people  was  to  be  depreffed,  and  becaufe  the  miniftry 
failed  in  their  defigns  to  murder  Admiral  Keppel,  the  life  of 
an  unhappy  youth  was  to  be  pitifully  facrificed  to  their  re- 
fentment. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  rofe  to  vindicate  admini* 
(Iration  from  having  any  (hare  in  the  profecution  againd  the 
rioters.  He  folemnly  declared,  that  he  had  received  inftruc- 
tions  from  no  man  ;  that  he  would  receive  in(tru£tions  from 
no  man  ;  that  he  would  not  purfue  the  profecution  merely' 
to  gratify  any  iet  of  men  ;  nor  would  he  be  forced  to  give  it 
up  from  any  confideration  of  fear  or  apprehenfion,  though 
torrents  of  eloquence  (hould  be  employed  to  ibake  him.  A 
^rand  jury  had  found  a  bill  againd  them  \  that  he  thought 
jnft  ground  for  profecution  \  he  would  not  fay  more,  as  he 
did  not  wifh  to  anticipate  the  trial,  or  pre-judge  the  matter. 
He  had  not  as  yet  received  full  information  of  the  bufinefs 
from  the  folicitor  of  the  treafury  ;  when  he  (hould,  he  would 
form  his  opinion  of  it ;  and  if  he  (hould  find  fufficient  matter 
againit  the  rioters  to  juflify  a  capital  profecution,  nothing 
(liould  prevent  him,  as  firlt  criminal  lawyer  for  the  Crown, 
to  purfue  it.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  (hould  find  the  offence 
of  a  lefs  criminal  complexion,  he  would  drop  it;  but  in 
either  cafe,  he  would  folely  z&  from  his  own  judgment,  un- 
bialTed  by  refped  for  pcrfons,  unawed  byclamour  or  oppofition. 

The  law,  with  which  the;  honourable  gentleman  found  fo 
much  fault,  he  had  ever  heard  extolled  as  the  bulwark  of 
theproteftant  fucceffion  ;  it  was  framed  at  the  acceflSon  of  the 
prelent  family  to  the  throne,  when  it  was  as  dangerous  to  be 
a  whig  as  at  prefenl  it  was  to  be  a  papift  in  Glafgow  or 
Edinburgh  j  and  to  that  law  might  be  afcribed  the  enjoy- 
ment of  our  prefent  liberties.  He  admitted  that  merely  break- 
ing windows  was  not  a  capital  offence,  but  if  breaking  win- 
dows, and  forcing  open  doors  were  not  to  be  puniQied,  where 
was  the  fecurity  of  our  lives  and  properties  ?  If  a  mob  was  to 
confift  of  mafters  of  families,  hufbands,  fathers,  and  houfe- 
keepers,  he  would  pay  fome  refpe6l  to  them,  becaufe  he  did 
not  dread  the  fame  fatal  effefis  from  the  excefs  of  their  joy 
as  from  that  of  footmen,  hair-dreifers,  and  apprentices  ;  their 
heat  would  foon  fubfide.  Jn  punilhing,  he  would  pay  no  re- 
fped  to  perfons  \  at  lead  he  would  not  feek  for  the  weak  and 
poor,  and  let  the  rich  and  powerful  efcape  \  he  would  let  a 
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fcore  of  apprentices  cfcape,  if  he  could  find  out,  ahd  he  would 
certainly  fearch  for  them,  people  high  in  rank,  who  might 
have  created  the  riot,  by  dKtributing  money  or  other  ways. 

Mr.  Dunning  acknowledged  the  purpofes  for  which  the  law 
was  framed  to  be  fnch  as  Mr.  Wedderburne  reprefented  them 
to  be ;  but  lie  could  not  think  that  the  learned  gentleman 
would  fuppofe  that  a  law  made  for  feCuring  the  proteftant 
fucceffion,  (hould  be  made  ufe  of  to  hang  people  for  brer\king 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer*s  windows.  It  was  not  the  law  itfelf  he 
difliked,  but  the  application  that  was  made  of  it.  He  requefted 
the  learned  gentleman  would  weigh  well  the  matter  before 
hefhould  proceed  to. extremities.  He  paid  fome  compliments 
to  his  underftanding,  but  could  not  avoid  obferving,  that  it 
was  rather  lingular  that  he  did  not  get  his  information  from 
the  folicitor  of  the  treafury  before  he  had  gone  the  lengths 
to  which  he  had  already  proceeded. 

The  Attorney  General  returned  Mr,  Dunning's  compli'* 
ments,  and  afiured  him  there  was  no  opinon  nor  advice  for 
which  he  had  more  refpeft  than  for  his ;  but  that  he  ought  to 
confider,  that  the  law  owed  double  proteSion  to  a  pcrfon  ob- 
noxious to  the  popuhce  ;  particularly  when  that  perfon  is  to 
be  tried  by  his  country,  and  may  be  deprived,  if  unproteSed, 
of  the  means  of  allcrting  his  innocence,  if  he  is  innocent, 
through  the   fury  or  enthufiafm  of  the  people. 

Sir  fVilliam  Meredith.  No  crown  lawyer,  he.faid,  had  pro- 
ceeded againft  the  rioters  procured  to  (lab  the  eonftitution  at  ' 
the  Middlefex  election,  though  murder  had  been  committed. 
On  the  contrary,  thofe  who  had  taken  up  the  matter,  and  fol- 
lowed the  profecution  to  as  neceflary  a  conviction  as.this 
country  every  faw,  were  ever  fince  looked  upon  as  the  enemies 
of  government ;  yet  when  a  young  man,  perhaps  in  the  hour 
of  raflinefs,  had  been  deteded  in  breaking  a  pane  of  glafs  in 
an  uninhabrtedhoufe,  the  attorney  general  had  been  found  to 
profccute  him  for  his  life,  and  in  fo  doing  to  make  a  merit  in 
point  of  duty  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Burke  acknowledged  that  every  proteflion  was  due  to- 
an  obnoxious  perfon,  but  contended,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  rioters  had  done  no  more  than  feme  of  the  firft  charaders 
of  the  nation  would  have  done.  No  one  had  been  more  ex-p 
travagant  in  his  joy,  if  any  thing  could  be  called  extravagant 
on  fuch  occafion,  than  the  great  Lord  Hawke  was,  when  ho 
heard  of  the  fentenee  of  acquittal ;  he  deemed  it  a  triumph  and 
glory  to  his  country,  far  tranfcending  the  moft  brilliant  »vic-» 
tory  he  himfelf  had  ever  gained.  He  afcribed  the  profecutioq 
to  oidliceircfentment,  and  every  thing  that  was  diihonourable^ 
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The  queftlon  was  put  on  Sir  William  Howe's  motion,  and 
agreed  to. 

February  18. 

Mr.  Wtlkes  gave  notice,  that  as  foon  as  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  fhould  have  been  given  to  Admiral  Keppel,  he  would 
move,  that  the  refalution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the 
late  parliament,  refpeding  the  Middlefex  election,  fhould  be 
expunged  from  the  journals. 

He  was  called  to  from  different  quarters  to  make  his  motion 
then ;  but  he  very  politely  obfervcd,  that  as  he  intended  te 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  motion,  and  that  fuch 
a  flep  muft  neceflfarily  difturb  the  flrangers  of  the  gallery, 
who  were  afTembled  to  be  prefent  when  Admiral  iCeppel 
fhould  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  decline  mak- 
ing the  motion  till  their  curiofi-ty  fhould  firft  be  gratified. 

The  admiral  at  length  arrived,  amidft  the  plaudits  of  the 
people,  who  followed  him  to  the  verv  door  of  the  Houfe. 
When  he  had  taken  his  feat,  the  Speaker  addrelTed  him  in  the 
following  words  : 

Admiral  Keppel, 

This  Houfe  have  done'you  the  diflinguifhed  honour  of  or- 
dering their  thanks  to  be  given  to  you,  an  honour  never  con- 
ferred but  upon  extraordinary  merit ;  which  thanks  it  is  my 
duty  to  communicate  to  you  in  your  place. 

After  having  fat  fo  long  in  this  chair,  I  hope  it  is  unne- 
cefTary  to  declare  that  I  have  been  always  happy  to  obey  the 
orders  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  I  have  now  a  particular  fatisfac- 
tion  in  that  obedience. — Indeed,  every  generous  mind  muft 
feel  fatisfa<9ion,  when  the  day  of  honourable  acquittal  fuc- 
cecds  to  the  day  of  fevere  trial :  and  this  pleafure  was,  I  be- 
lieve, never  more  general,  nor  more  fincere,  than  upon  the 
prefent  occafion. 

You,  Sir,  was  called  by  your  Sovereign,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  all  defcriptions  of  men,  particularly  thofe  of  your 
own  profeflion,  to  a  ftation  of  the  utmofl  difficulty,  and  of 
the  higheft  importance.  The  fafety  of  this  country,  and 
the  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag,  were  trufted  in  your  hands, 
when  the  enemy  was  expected  upon  our  coaft  ;  and,  not- 
Withftanding  the  moft  able  difcharge  of  this  great  and  mo- 
mentous truft,  you  was  accufcd  of  mifcondud  and  negledfc 
of  duty.  But,  after  a  very  long  and  full  invefligation,  by 
men  in  every  rcfpc6l  the  beft  qualified  to  judge,  that  charge 
appeared  to  be  ill-gr6unded  and  malicious ;  and  your  judges 
have  unanimoufly  and  honourably  acquitted  you^  and  have 
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further  added,  that  your  conduA  on  the  27th  and  28th  days  of 
July  laft  was  that  of  a  judicious,  brave,  and  experienced 
officer.  Surely  then  it  cannot  be  matter  of  furprize  that 
extraordinary  marks  of  refpefl  and  efteem  are  fliewn  to  fucti 
a  character.  We  now  know  with  certainty  that  our  confi-' 
dence  in  you  was  not  mifplaced ;  and  we. entertain  a  well- 
grounded  hope  that  there  ftill  remain  among  the  naval  officers 
talents  and  abilities  fully  equal  to  this  dangerous  crifis. 

Amidft  this  general  |oy,  I  cannot  help  repeating  the  fin* 

Silar  pleafure  which  I  feel  in  giving  you  the  thanks  of  this 
oufe,  which  I  now  do,  for  your  diftinguiflied  courage,  con- 
dud,  and  ability,  in  defending  this  kingdom  in  the  jQOurfe  of 
the  lad  Summer,  efFedually  proteding  its  trade, .  and  more 
particularly  for  your  having  glorioufly  upheld  the  honour  of 
the  Britilh  flag  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July  lad.   ., 

Upoa  which  Admiral  Keppel  faid, 

Mr.  Speaker, 

It  is  impoffible,  by  any  expreflions  I  can  nfe,  to  do  judice 
to  my  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  Houfe,  for  the  honour  they 
have  done  me  by  their  approbation  of  my  conduct. 

The  good  opinion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  expreded  by  the 
rcprefentatives  of  the  nation,  cannot  but  be  received  by  me 
as  a  mod  acceptable  addition  to  the  fatisfaSion  I  felt  in  the 
recent  fentence,  to  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  allude,  of  . 
a  court-martial ;  the  refnlt  of  a  full  and  deliberate  inquiry, 
cxpreflive  of  their  fentiments  of  the  fubjeft  referred  to  their 
examination,  in  terms  equally  honourable  to  themfelvss  and 
me. 

The  pleafure  I  feel  at  this  moment  is  not  a  little  heighten- 
ed by  the  unavoidable  recolledion  of  the  very  ditferent 
emotions  I  felt  when  I  was  lad  in  this  Houfe,  and  in  this 
place. 

I  fliould  be  guilty  of  great  injudice,  if,  on  an  occafion 
like  the  prefent,  I  negleded  to  inform  this  Houfe,  that  my 
efforts  for  the  public  fervice,  in  the  indances  in  which  the 
Houfe  has  been  pleafed  to  didinguifli  them,  were  mod  zca- 
.  loufly  feconded  by  many  as  gallant  and  able  officers  as  the 
navy  of  England  ever  produced;  to  whofe  attention  and 
fpirit,  next  to  the  Divine  Providence,  the  fuccefs  of  theie 
efforts  ought  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  afcribed. 

I  cannot  fit  down  without  returning  toyou,Sir,perronalI^* 
my  particular  thanks,  for  the  very,  very  obliging  terois  m. 
which  you  have  executed  the  commands  of  the  Houfe, 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  ttemine  contradicentey 

That  what  has  been  now  faid  by  Mr  Speaker,  in  giving 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfc  to  Admiral  Keppel,  together  with 
Admiral  Keppel's  anfwer  thereto,  be  printed  in  the  votes  of 
this  day.  ^    . 

Mr.  Willes  moved,  That  the  entry  in  the  journals  of  the 
Houfc,  of  the  17th  day  of  February  1769,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Hotife,  upon  the  return  of  a  knight  of  the 
(hire  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in 
the  room  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  expelled  this  Houfe,  might 
be  read. 

And  the  fame  being  read  accordingly, 
A  motion  was  mack,  and  the  queffion  being  put,  That  the 
refolution  of  this  Houfe,  on  the  17th  of  February  1769, 
**  That  John  Wilkes,  Efquire,  having  been,  in  this  feflion 
o  f  Parliament,  expelled  this  Houfe,  was  and  is  incapable  of 
being  eleAed  a  member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament," 
be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  lioufe,  as  being  fub- 
verfiveoi  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  electors  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  Houfe  divided  ;  for  the  motion  I22,  againft  it  202. 

February  19. 
Mr,  Fox  faid,  a  report  was  current,  that  Sir  Hugh  PalH- 
fer  had  that  morning  refigned  the  lieutenancy  of  marines, 
and  the  government  of  Scarborough,  he  therefore  defired  to 
know,  if.  that  report  was  true  ;  becaufe,  if  it  was  true,  he 
would  be  free  to  confefs  he  did  not  know  how  to  a6l  ?  He 
had  indeed  come  prepared  with  a  motion  on  the  fubje6l  of  the 
unfortunate  gentleman,  but  he  was  not  willing  to  prcfb  hard 
upon  him  in  his  prefent  fituation  ;  he  thereiore  would  not 
move  any  thing  till  he  fliould  be  informed. 

Lord  ridrth  faid,  that  he  had  that  morning  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  acquainting  him 
that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  refigned  the  lieutenancy  of  ma- 
rines, as  alfo  the  government  of  Scarborough,  and  had  vaca- 
ted his  feat  in  Parliament, 

Mr,  /ix  faid,  that  this  fa£t  particularly  altered  his  inten- 
tion, but  dij*  not  overthrow  it  entirely  ;  it  was,  he  faid,  to 
hfm  a  iriatfelr  of  great  di^Tauict,  that  his  Majefty  had  not 
been  advlfed  by  hiS  miniftfefs  to  difmifs  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ; 
ftj^h  a  meslAi're  would'Kave  (hewn,  in  fome  refpedt,  adifap- 
probation  of  his  condufl,  and  would  have  difcouqtenanced 
t^efufpibions  that 'were  awake  in  every  breaft,  of  the  profe- 
cution-s  having  been  upheld  by  the  miniftry,  and  not  been 

perhaps 
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perhaps  unfavourable  to  a  perfon  too  refpeSablc  to  be  named : 
It  would  be  impoflible,  he  faid,  for  any  perfon  to  convince 
the  people  without  doors,  that  adminifiration  were  not  the 
authors  of  the  accufation  againft  Admiral  Keppel,  confider* 
ing  how  much  circumflances  of  fufpicion  refted  againft 
them  :  it  was  neceflary,  he  thought,  for  the  honour  of  the 
King,  that  the  profecutor  fliould  have  been  difmified  from 
all  his  employments;  and  with  that  intention  he  had  pre- 
pared a  motion,  after  waiting  a  confiderable  time  to  (ec  if 
minifters  would  have  advifed  his  Majefty  to  have  done  this, 
for  an  adJrefs  to  his  Majefty,  repreknting  to  him,  that  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  had  been  proved,  by  the  fcntence  of  a  court- 
martial,  to  have  preferred  an  ill-founded  and  a  malicious 
charge  againft  his  commander  \  and  therefore  fuch  a  perfon 
was  very  unfit  to  'continue  in  any  employment,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, under  the  Crown-;  and  praying  him  to  difmifs  him 
from  all  thofe  he  poffeffed.  He  faid,  the  profecutor  had  no 
more  now  than  his  rank  of  vice-admiral  in  the  navy ;  but 
flill  he  thought  it  neceflary,  for  the  honour  of  the  King, 
that  fome  public  mark  of  difapprobation  fliould  be  (hewn, 
to  difarm  the  fufpicions  that  were  upon  the  conduS  of  the 
njiniftry — the  miniftry,  who  had  barely  written  to  Admiral 
Keppel  a  cold  letter  on  his  acquittal,  authorifing  him  to  hoift 
his  flag  again  on  board  the  Vidtory  ; — who  had  let  the  pro- 
fecutor down  regularly,  permitting  him  firft  to  give  up  the 
admiralty,  and  eight  days  afterwards  to  rcfign  two  other 
employments,  when  it  was  fufpetSled  that  a  motion  was  to 
be  made  to  ftrip  him  of  them  ;  and  who,  in  Ihort,  had 
taken  all  poflible  pains  to  ftiow,  that  they  were  his  aflbciates 
and  friends.  He  wiihed  not,  he  faid,  to  perfecute  the  un- 
happy gentleman ;  it  was  in  kindncfs  to  him  that  he  wiihed 
to  make  this  motion,  that  no  court-martial  whatever  might 
be  held  upon  him,  fince  no  other  purpofe  could  be  ferved  bjr 
one  than  thaf  of  perfecution.  No  court-martial  could  clear 
him  of  the  charge  of  having  made  an  ill-founded  and  ma- 
licious accufation ;  and  that  charge,  of  itfelf,  eftablilbed  as 
it  was  by  the  fentenct  of  the  late  honourable  independent 
court,  entirely  difqualified  him  from  ever  ferving  again. 
He  faid,  that  a  court-martial  might  be  appointed  on  him  at 
his  own  requeft,  although  he  was  difmified  from  his  rank  of 
vice-admiral.  We  had  an  inftance  of  it  in  the  cafe  of  l^/ord 
George  Sackville.  At  the  fame  time,  he  faid,  he  would  not 
prefs  his  motion,  if  he  found  it  was  difagreeable  to  the 
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Houfe.  The  motion  was  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  to  dif- 
tnifs  Sir  Hugh  PalJifer  from  the  navy. 

Admiral  Pigot.  Although  his  honoured  friend,,  the  ad- 
miral, had  met  with  fo  diflinguifhed  an  acquittal,  much  yet 
remained  to  be  done  for  him.  No  difapprobation  had  been 
ihewn  to  the  profccutor.  But  no  court-martial,  he  hoped, 
would  be  had  upon  the  conduct  of  the  vice-admiral,  fincc 
the  moft  honourable  acquittal  from  a  difobedience  of  orders, 
could  not  clear  him  from  having  brought  an  ill-founded  and 
malicious  charge. 

Lord  Howe  feconded  the  motion.  He  thought  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  been  fuch  as  to  render  it  im- 
poilible  for  him  to  be  continued  in  the  navy;  but  if  he  was 
really  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  he  would  not  fupport 
the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  though  he  did  not 
think  but  that  he  was  even  then  (ftiould  the  requeft  be  com- 
plied with),  equally  liable  to  be  tried. 

Mr.  Morton  thought  any  thing  contained  in  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  table  of  the  late  court-martial,  befides  the  ac- 
quittal itfelf,  to  be  very  irregular,  and  could  not  but  confi- 
der  it  as  extremely  extraordinary,  that,  after  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer had  adopted  a  courfe  of  condudl  for  difcharging  himfelf 
from  the  imputations  againft  him,  that  the  Houfe  would  not 
let  him  purfue  it. 

Mr.  Hans  Stanley  thought  it  very  hard  that  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer Ihoiild  be  pronounced  to  have  brought  an  ill-founded 
charge  before  he  had  been  convifted  of  the  crime.  No 
blame,  he  faid,  could  lie  upon  adminiftration,  for  that  the 
vice-admiral  had  declared  that  whatever  he  had  done  was  his 
own  a£l  and  deed,  without  the  participation  of  a  fecond  per- 
fon.  He  then  went  into  a  metaphyfical  definition  of  the 
word  malice,  which,  at  length,  he  infifted  was — a  fudden 
impulfe  of  the  mind. 

Earl  Nugent  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  an  a<S  of 
extreme  cruelty  to  remove  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  from  his  fitua- 
tion  as  an  admiral,  as  his  bravery  had  not  been  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  impeached. 

Mr.  Burke  begged  to  fay  a  few  word-?  on  the  pretended  in- 
juftice  of  pronouncing  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  have  brought  an 
ill-founded  and  malicious  charge,  becaufe  that  the  fa6t  was 
unfupported  by  any  copy  of  record,  the  abfiirdlty  of  which 
being  once  admitted,  would  efFedually  overthrow  the  au- 
thority of  the  Parliament,  which  had  ever  exercifed  a 
power  of  fuppofing  whatever  was  fit  and  reafonable  for 
ihem  to  fuppofe.    But  the  miniftry  were  perfeftly  right  in 
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encouraging  the  do£lrine ;  for  if  they  never  could  be  impeach- 
ed till,  upon  a  legal  proof  of  their  crimes^  made  out  oy  the 
copy  of  fome  record,  no  minifter  he  would  venture  to.  fay 
would  ever  be  impeached.  As  to  the  idea  that  it  would  be 
cruel  to  addrefs  the  King  for  tfie  difmiffion  of  Sir. Hugh  Pal- 
lifer,  becaufe  that  he  was  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  highly  ridiculous,  and  he  (bould  think  it 
very  ftrange,  if  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  turn  a  fervant  out 
of  his  fervice,  becaufe  he  might  happen  to  have  a  highway 
robbery  allcdged  againft  hitn.  He  then  adverted  to  the  defi- 
nition given  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  [Mr..  Stanley] 
of  malice,  which  he  ever  had  thought  to  be  evil  propenfe ; 
and  concluded,  by  obferving,.  that  the  miniftry  ought  to  be 
aware  how  they  ordered  a  court-martial  on  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer,  leil  his  blood  fhould  thereby  be  drawn  upon  their 
heads. 

Lord  North  faid,  it  would  have  been  very  improper  to  have 
cenfured  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  as  a  court-martial  was  to  be  had 
on  his  conduS.  Indeed  a  trial  could  not  be  ordered  at  his 
own  requeft.  It  was  unprecedented.  But  a  trial  there  moft 
undoubtedly  would  be.  With  refpeft  to  the  imputation 
thrown  on  adminidration,  he  aifured  the  Houfe,  that  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  never  had  confultcd  him.  Indeed  the  charge 
was  in  itfelf  ridiculous.  Was  it  for  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  miniftry  ? 

Mr.  Fox  being  offended  at  the  manner  the  motion  was'op- 
pofed  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  ihe  friends  of  adminiftration, 
who,  he  faid,  not  only  maintained  their  negative  upon  the 
ground  of  the  impropriety  of  coming  to  any  refolution  which 
might  bear  the  appearance  of  afFedling  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  upon 
his  expeded  trial,  but  likevvife  amounted  to  an  implied,  if 
not  a  direcS  jultification  of  his  condu£l,  prelfed  his  motion  in 
order  to  colle6l  the  {cw^q  of  the  Houfe.  The  queftion  was 
on  the  point  of  being  put,  when 

General  Conway  role,  and  recommended  to  his  honourable 
friend  10  confent  to  have  his  motion  withdrawn,  and  pledged 
himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  that  if  no  other  perfon  undertook  to  do 
it,  and  that  adininiilration  meant  to  adhere  obftinatcly  to 
the  language  they  held  this  day,  that  of  retaining  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  in  the  fervice,  that  he  would  himfelf  take  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  by  motion,  upon  one  fimilar  to  that  now  made. 

Mr.  Fox  acquicfccd,  with  fome  degree  of  reludance,  and 
the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Thomas  De  Grey,  under  fecretary  of  ftate  in  the 
American  department,  in  jpurfuance  of  the  motion  made  by 
Sir  William  Howe  (fee  the  motion  and  the  debate  upon  it, 
page  241)1  laid  the  following  papers  before  the  Houfe. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  the  Hon. 

Lieutenant-general G2i^tt  <fe/«/ Whitehall,  2iAuguft  1775. 

[Received  September  26/^.] 

SIR, 

It  beine  his  Majefty's  intention  that  we  (hould  have,  if 
poffible,  m  North  America,  early  in  the. next  fpring;,  an 
army  of  at  leaft  twenty  ihoufand'  men,  exclufive  of  Cana- 
dians and  Indians,  the  proper  fteps  are  now  taking  for  fuch 
arrangements  as  may  be  neceflary  to  this  obje£l ;  and  I  have 
this  day  llgnified  his  Majefty's  commands,  that  the  4th,  5thf 
7th,  ^th,  loth,  14th,  i6th,  22d,  23d,  26th,  35th,  38th, 
40th,  43d,  44th,  45th,  47th,  49ch,  52d,  63d,  64th,  and 
65th  regiments  be  augmented,  fo  as  that  each  company  (hall 
confift  of  three  ferjeants,  three  corporals,  two  drummers,  and 
fifty-fix  private  men,  befides  commiffioned  officers.  And 
that  each  of  the  above-mentioned  twenty-two  battalions  be 
augmented  with  two  companies,  each  to  confift  of  one  cap- 
tain, one  lieutenantj  one  enfign,  three  ferjeants,  three  corpo- 
rals, two  drummqrs,  and  fifty-fix  private  men. 

With  regard  to  the  l8th  and  59th  regiments,,  his  Majefty 
thinks  fit,  upon  a  confidieration  ot  their  weak  ftate,  that  what 
remains  of  the  private  men  fit  for  fervice  ftiouUl  be  incorpo- 
rated into  other  regiments,  and  the  officers  and  non-commif- 
fioned  officers  fent  home  to  recruit :  and  that  it  ftiould  be  left 
to  your  difcretion  to  follow  the  fame  rule  in  the  cafe  of  any 
other  regiments  under  the  like  circumftances. 

Befides  four  companies  of  artillery,  which  are  ordered  to 
embark  immediately,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  return  to  the 
line  the  men  taken  from  thence  for  that  fervice,  it  is  re- 
folved  to  fend  you  directly  a  further  reinforcement  of  2000 
men,  and  orders  are  given  for  the  17th  and  55th  regiments, 
in  Ireland,  to  prepare  for  embarkation,  the  remainder  of  the 
reinforcement  to  be  made  by  recruits,  which  we  hope  to 
raife  in  time  ;  but  if  when  the  tranfports  are  ready,  the 
number  of  recruhs  (hould  fall  ihort,  in  that  cafe,  the  27th, 
28th,  and  '46th  regiments,  will  be  ordered  to  emjjark,  or  fugh 
part  of  them  as  (hall  be  neceffary  to  make  up  the  Full  comple- 
ment of  2000  men. 

The 
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The  ft<»ps  which  you  fay  the  rebels  have  taken  for  calling 
in  the  adiitance  of  the  Indians,  leave  no  room  (o  befitare 
upon  the  propriety  of  our  purfuing  the  fame  tTieafure.  For 
that  piirpofe  I  mclofe  to  you  a  letter  to  Colonel  Johnfortf 
containing  his  Majefty]s  commands  for  engaging  a  body  of 
Indians,  and  fhall  by  iile  firll  fhip  of  war  that  fails  after  the 
Cerberus,  fend  you  a  large  aflbrtment  of  goods  for  prefents, 
ivhich  you  will  contrive  the  means  of  fafely  conveying  to  the 
colonel. 

I  wi(h,  Sir,  to  (late  to  you,  with  as  much  precifion  as 
I  am  able,  the  ideas  that  have  been  formed  with  refped  to 
the  future  plan  of  operations  of  our  forces  in  North  Atnejica. 
For,  although  your  own  knowledge  and  experience,  aided  by 
the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  able  generals  who  aflift  yoHt 
will  be  far  better  guides  to  your  judgment  than  any  thing  I 
can  fuggelt ;  yet  it  may  not  be  altogether  ufelefs  to  mark  out 
(however  incorredlyj,  fome  of  the  ideas  of  military  men  of 
knowledge  and  ability  here,  and  which  indeed  very  much  cor- 
refponds  with  what  feems  to  be  your  opinion,  and  that  of  the 
other  officers  with  you. 

I  have  already  faid  in  my  letter.  No.  22,  of  this  day's 
date,  that  in  the  general  view  we  have  of  the  ftate  of  the 
army  at  Bofton,  and  of  the  force  of  the  rebels,  it  does  not 
feem  likely  that  any  further  operations,  at  leaft  of  any  ex- 
tent, will  be  undertaken  this  campaign.  The  ftate  of  the 
fervice,  therefore,  as  it  (lands  at  prefent,  feemiK  to  involve  in 
the  confideration  of  it  thefe  queftions,  viz. 

ift.  Whether  we  fliould  pufti  the  war  with  our  whole  force 
in  the  next  campaign,  on  the  fide  of  New  Engl  and  ? 

2d.  Whether,  viewing  the  whole  flate  of  America*  it 
would  not  be  more  advifeable  to  make  Hudfon's  River  the 
feat  of  the  war,  and  for  that  purpofe  immediately  take  poT- 
feffion  of  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a  part  of  oiir  force^ 
leaving  at  Bofton  what  is  necelfary  to  fecure  that  poft,  and 
keep  up  a  diverfion  on  that  fide  ? 

3d.  Whether,  if  it  ftiould  be  judged  unfafe,  or  unad- 
vifcable,  to  take  port  at  New  York,  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  endeavour,  with  a  part  of  the  force  under  your  command^ 
embarked  on  board  the  tranfports,  to  make  an  impreflion  in 
other  places,  which,  if  it  anfwered  no  other  purpofe,  would 
at  leaft  enable  you  to  collect  a  large  fupply  of  live  ftock  and 
provifion,  which  is  no  trifling  objeft  in  your  prefent  cir- 
cumftances. 

And 


A.  1799.  DEBATES.  255 

And  laftly,  Whether,  if  neither  of  the  meafures  fuggefted 
in  the  fwo  laft  propofitions  can  be  eiFefted,  and  if  even  Bof- 
ton  (hould  not  be  tenable  in  the  winter,  without  hazard  (as 
many  here  think),  it  might  not  be  advifeable  that  your  whole 
army  (hould  be  pofted  in  proper  divifions  at  Halifax  and 
Quebec,  until  the  events  of  the  winter  ftiall  point  out  the  bcft 
plan  of  operation  in  the  fpring  ? 

In  the  confideration  of  theie  propofitions,  a  variety  of  co^ 
gent  reafons  occur  in  favour  of  what  is  fuggefted  in  regard 
to  the  poffeffion  of  New  York ;  for  if,  by  fuch  an  opera- 
tion, we  could  recover  the  attachment  and  fidelity  of  that 
province,  as  many  judicious  and  wellLnformed  perfons  think 
we  may,  it  would,  independent  of  many  other  circumftances 
which  give  preference  to  this  propofiiion,  not  only  be  of 
great  weight  in  the  general  fcale  of  advantage,  but  might  alfo 
cncreafe  our  ftrength,  by  the  junftion  of  numbers,  which 
would  (hew  themfelves  upon  the  leaft  appearance  of  protec- 
tion :  but  I  beg  I  may  not  be  underftood,  in  ftating  thefe, 
or  any  other  ideas  that  have  occurred,  to  intimate  that  the 
King  does  not  leave  it  entirely  to  his  gcn^als  to  aft  accord- 
ing to  their  own  judgment  and  difcretion ;  and  therefore  I 
have  onlv  to  add,  that  if  we  are  driven  to  the  difficulty  of 
relinquiuiing  Bofton,  care   muft  be  taken  that  the  officers 
and  friends  of  government  be  not  left  expofed  to  the  rage 
and  infult  of  rebels  who  fet  no  bounds  to  their  barbarity. 
And  when  I  mention  this  circum(iance,  I  muft  not  omit  to 
inform  you,  that  his  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed,  upon  a 
reprefentation  made  to  him  of  the  diftrefs  to  which  many  of 
the  members  of  your  prefcnt  council  are  expofed,  to  diredlthat 
you  do,  from  time  to  time,  give  them  fuch  relief,  and  make 
them  fuch  allowance  as  you  (hall  judge  necelTary,  and  include 
the  expence  in  your  contingent  accounts^ 

If  the  propofition  of  taking  poft  at  new  York  is  adopted, 
then  General  Howe,  afliftcd  by  General  Burgoyne,  will,  it  is 
prefumed,  command  on  that  fide,  in  which  cafe  it  is  his  Ma- 
jefty'si  mention,  that  General  Clinton  fliould  command  on 
the  fide  of  New  England ;  and  I  have  only  to  add,  that  what- 
ever difpofition  is  made  of  the  army  under  your  command  in 
confequence  of  what  has  been  fuggefied,  it  will  be  abfolutely 
neceflfary,  that  efFedual  care  be  taken  for  the  prote6ii«n  of 
Halifax,  which  being  the  great  repolitory  of  ail  our  naval 
ftores^  is  an  objcGt  of  the  lalt  importance. 

I  am,  &c.  Dartmouth. 

Extract 
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ExiraSf  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  o/Dzrtmaath  /#  Mt^or  Geni" 
ral  Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  7d  Auguft  1775. 
\Rtceived  September  26/^. J 

SIR, 

THE  King  having  fignified  his  commands  that  General 
Gage  (hould  return  to  England,  to  lay  before  his  Mqcij  a 
ftate  of  his  command,  and  to  ai&ft  m  the  confideiarion  of 
ivhat  may  be  neceflary  to  the  future  plan  of  operationsy  I  hste 
the  honour  to  fend  you  his  Majefty's  commiflion,  appointing 
yuu  to  be  (during  General  Gage's  abfence),  commander  in 
chief  of  all  his  Majefty's  forces  employed  or  to  beemplofcd 
within  the  colonies  lying  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  and  have 
alfo  tranfmitted  the  like  commiflion  to  General  CailelDn»  to 
command  the  forces  employed  or  to  be  employed  in  Canada 
and  upon  its  frontiers. 

I  have,  in  a  feparate  letter  to  General  Gage,  of  this  day's 
date,  dated  to  him  very  fully  the  King's  intention  with  le* 
gard  to  the  force  to  be  employed  next  year  in  North  Aiae? 
rica,  and  fuggefted  many  things  refpe£ting  the  ideas  of  apian 
of  operation. 

That  letter  he  is  direfted  to  leave  with  you  when  he  o 
away ;  and  therefore  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  am,  &c. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Lieutenant  General  GwgtH  ihi 

Earl  ^'Dartmouth,  dated  Bofton,  ifi  Oftober  1775. 

[^Received  14th  November.] 

My  Lord, 

I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordihip's  feparate  letter  of 
the  2d  of  Augufl,  on  the  26tli  ultimo,  in  which  jau  are 
pleafed  to  inform  me  of  the  meafures  that  ais  taken,  by  his 
Majelly's  command,  to  reinforce  his  army  in  North  Ameri^ 
ca,  and  to  date  certain  queftions  concerning  the  opera- 
tions the  moil  advifeable  to  be  carried  on.  After  taking  chefe 
into  confideration,  it  remains  to  give  your  Lordfliip  my  opi- 
nion theieupon,  viz. 

I .  Whether  we  (hould  pu(h  the  war  with  our  whole  force 
the  next  campaign  on  the  fide  of  New  England  ? 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  ofFen five  operations  can  be  car- 
ried on  to  advantage  from  Bodon.  On  the  fuppofition  of  a 
certainty  of  driving  the  rebels  from  their  entrenchments, 
no  advantage  would  be  gained  but  reputation ;  vi£iory  could 

not 
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not  be  improved,  through  the  want  of  every  ncceflary  to 
march  into  the  countrv.  The  Ipfs  of  men  would  probably 
be  great,  and  tKiekrel^els  be  as  numerous  in  a  few  days  as  be- 
fore their  defeat ;  befides^  the  country  is  remarkably  ftrong, 
;ind  adapted  to  their  way  of  (ightine. 

ad.  Whether  viewing  the  whole  ftate  of  America,  it  would 
not  be*»TOore  advileable.  to  make  Hudfon's  River  the  feat  of 
war,  ;and:  for  that  purpofe  immediately  take  pofleflion  of  the 
cityoiF  New  York,  with  a  part  of  our  force,  leaving  at  Bof- 
ton  what  i«  nec6fl&ry  to  fecure  that  pod,  and  keep  upa  diver- 
fion  on  that  fide  ? 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  mod  advifeable  to  make 
Hudfon'sRiv^r.theieat  of  war  ;  its  fituation  between  the 
eaftefn  and  wefterh  Colonies  is  advantageous  ;  befides,  being 
commodkHis  in  tranfporting  the  necelTaries  of  an  army. 
We  are  made  to  believe  alfo,  that  many  friends  in  that  pro* 
vince  would  appear  in  arms,  and  the  troops  receive  many 
fupplies  they  are  in  want  of.  A  communication  with  Cana- 
da might  be  better  fectired  from  thence  than  any  other  part ; 
and/dttring  the  winter,  when  troops  cannot  keep  the  field, 
attempts  might  be  made  upon  the  fouthern  provinces,  by 
embarking  in  the  tranfports.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion,  that 
the  fotx:e  now  in  Bbfton  cannot  be  divided,  and  is  too  weak 
to  hold  Bofton  and  New  York  at  the  fame  time. 

3d.  Whether,  if  it  (hould  be  judged  unfafe,  or  unad- 
vifeable,  to  take  poft  at  New  York,  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  endeav0iir>  with  a  part  of  the  force  under  your  command, 
embarked  Qn  b<Mnrd  the  tranfports,  to  make  an  impreilion 
on  other  places,  which,  if  it  anfwcred  no  other  purpofe,  would 
enable  you  to  colleft  a  large  fupply  of  live  ftock  and  pro- 
vifions,  which  is  no  trifling  objedt  in  your  prefent  circum- 
ftances?-"-      -  ■     - 

it.*WQi)ldiiiKloubtedly  be  of  great  ufe  to  make  impref- 
fions  on  femal  places,  were  there  troops  fufficient  to  land  in 
force  ip^  as  to  b^  enabled  to  (land  their  ground.  Small  enter- 
prizesof  the  kind  we  have  found  beneficial  in  collccfling  live 
Uock,  and  m^y  be.  continued  whenever  tranfports  are  not 
otherw«£[^  employed^  ■  And  laftly,  whether,  if  neither  of  tiie 
two  laft^  proportions  can  be  effeftcci,  and  if  even  Bofton 
(hould  not  be  tenable  in  the  winter  without  hazard  (as  rnany 
here  think),  it  rtiigUt  not  be  advifeable  that  your  whole  army 
(hould  be  poftcd  in  proper  divifions  at  Halifax  and  Qiiebec, 
until  the  events  of  the  winter  ihall  point  out  the  belt  place 
of  operation  in  the  fpring  ? 

Vol.  X,      .         .  S  I  am 
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I  am  of  opinion  that  BoAon  would  be  tenable  10  the  winter 

ivithout  hazard. 

Having  anfwered  your  Lordfliip's  queftionsy  I  wiU  tike 
the  liberty  to  add,  that  it  appears  to  me  mod  neceflary  fiw 
the  profecution  of  the  war,  to  be  in  pofleflion  of  foroe  pro- 
vince, where  you  can  be  fecured,  and  from  whence  you  can 
di;aw  fupplies  of  provifion  and  forage,  and  that  New  Yai 
feems  to  be  the  moft  proper  to  anfwer  thofe  purpofes.  Them 
the  foundation  of  the  war  fhoukl  be  laid,  by  having  tropps  in 
force,  large  magazines  of  military  {lores  of  all  kindsy  and. 
the  whole  well  fortified  and  fecured. 

The  pofiefTion  of  Bofton  occafions  a  confiderable  dtyerfion 
of  the  enemy's  force,  and  is  fo  far  of  ufe  ;  but  is,  at  the  famq 
time,  fo  open  to  attacks  on  many  fides,  that  it  requires  a 
large  body  to  defend  it. 

Caftle  William  defends  the  channel,  a  circumftance  of  no 
ufe  to  us,  but  would  be  greatly  prejudicial  fliould  the  rebdi 
find  means  to  get  that  fortrefs  into  their  hands ;  on  whichao 
count  I  have  caufed  the  fea  battery  to  be  dellroyed,  and  havtt 
ordered  the  fort  to  be  mined,  in  order  to  be  blown  if  tht 
troops  ihould  be  ordered  from  Bofton. 

Could  our  troops  be  numerous  enough  to  multiply  our  at- 
tacks, my  opinion  is  much  in  favour  of  feizing  Rhode  Ifland* 
I  conceive  it  to  be  eafily  defended,  with  the  aid  of  a  frinte 
or  two,  and  a  few  fmall  velfeis  of  war  ;  and  is  fo  fituated  a!| 
to  have  an  eafy  communication  with  New  York,  and  fron| 
thence  the  whole  coaft  of  Connedicut,  the  north  fide  of 
Long  Ifland,  and  the  wedern  parts  of  Maflachufets  Bay  maj 
be  attacked. 

By  letters  lately  from  Halifax,  Governor  Legge  inforott 
me,  that  upwards  of  400  perfons  have  aflbciated  themielvei 
there  in  defence  of  Government.  The  Fowey  (hip  of  war 
is  ordered  there,  and  takes  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gordiani» 
with  fome  recruits  of  his  own,  and  Mr.  iVI'Lean's  corps,  aodt 
'two  companiesof  the  14th  under  convoy,  fo  that  I  hopr^wi^ 
the  afTociators,  a  body  will  be  formed  of  about  600  men  at 
Halifax,  exclufive  of  the  Somerfet  and  Fowey  ihips  of  war# 
I  wrote  there  long  fince  about  entrenching  the  Heights  abovct 
the  Dock  Yard  and  the  Citadel  Hill,  but  have  no  account 
what  has  been  done  in  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &5. 

Tho.  Gagi^/. 
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ExtraSf  of  a  LetUt^frBm  Mapr  General  Howe  U  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth, V^z//^/ Boftoh,  5th  Odober  1775. 
[^Received  i^fh  Kovember.j 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Cerberus  on  the  26th  ultimo,  I  am 
honoured  with  your  Lordfliip's  difpatch  of-  the  fecond  day  of 
Auguft,  inclofing  a  commifHoh  whereby  t  am  appointed,  in 
♦he  abience  of  Lieutenant  General  Gage,  to  command  in 
chief  all  his  Majefty's  forces  ^ployed  of  to  be  employed 
¥^Uhiii^  the  Colonies  lying  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Your  Lordfliip  may  rely  upon  my  utmoft  endeavours  to 
forward  his  Majefty's  fervlce  in  the  important  department 
with  which  I  am  honoured  ;  and  I  enter  upon  it  with  greater 
chearfulnefs  from  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  fuperior abi- 
lities of  Major  Generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyne,  upon  whofe 
fupport  and  afliftance  I  can  place  the  beft  grounded  confi- 
dence in  every  difficulty  that  may  arlfe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  marked  {q^tlv^Xc^  from  Major  General  Howe  to 
the  fflr/^ Dartmouth,  datedho^ony  gth  Odlober  1775. 
[^Received  14th  November.] 

My  Lord,  . 

General  Gage  halving  communicated  to  me  your  Lordfliip's 
feparate  letter  of  the  2d  of  Auguft  lafl*,  in  obedience  to  your 
tordftiip's  commands,  I  trouble  you  with  my  ideas  upon  the 
fitbjeft  of  the  enfuing  campaign.  But  1  muft  beg  leave  to 
premife,  that  this  town,  withotit  the  raoft  unforefeen  accident, 
will  be  in  no  dangtr  from  the  enemy  during  the  winter  ;  on 
the  contrary,  that  rhe  reinforcement  of  aooo  men,  or  five  bat- 
talions from  Ireland,  will  enable  us  to  dittrefs  the  rebels  by 
incurfions  along  the  coaft ;  and  I  hope  Portfmouth  in  New 
Hampfliirc  will  feel  the  weight  of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  the 
CQurfe  of  that  feafon. 

From  the  prefent  appearance  and  ftrength  of  the  rebel  ar- 
my, and  from  the  extent  his  Majefty*s  troops  now  occupy  for 
the  defence  of  this  place,  nothing  material  will  probably  be 
attempted  during  the  remainder  ot  the  campaign. 

The  army  will  fliortly  have  full  employment,  in  preparing 
quarters  for  tlie  winter,  that  we  may  get  under  cover  by  the 
middle  of  November,  or  fooner,  if  expedient.  A  fortifica- 
tion is  lately  begun  near  the  extremity  of  the  town,  on  the 

S  ^  Roxburv 
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Roxf>ury  fide,  on  which  600  tnen  are  daily  at  work,  and  in 
this  (late  there  is  only  a  proper  renef  for  the  defence  of  the 
place.  The  corps  upon  the  heights  of  Charlei  Town  is  alfo 
employed  in  fecuring  that  poft  for  the  winter. 

In  anfwer  to  your  Lordfnip's  firft  queftion,  viz.  **  Whether 
the  enfuing  campaign  fliould  open  from  hence  with  the  whole 
force  V*  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
from  this  quarter  would  be  attended  with  great  hazard,  as 
well  from  the  (Irength  of  the  country  as  from  the  entrenched 
pofitions  the  rebels  have  ta^en,  from  which  they  probably 
would  not  be  founds  without  confiderable  lofs  on  our  part,  and 
from  the  difficulty  of  accefs  further  into  the  countrjr,  they 
would  have  every  advantage  in  the  defence  of  it.on  their  fide, 
being  indefatigable  in  raifing  field-works,  which  they  judici- 
oufly  fuppofe  mud  wear  us  down  by  repeated  onfets  ;  whereas 
they  are  fo  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  country,  that  they 
would  not  feel  the  lofs  they  might  fuftain  in  the  lead  decree 
of  proportion  with  us :  neither  could  we  prevent  them  worn 
having  fupplies  of  all  denominations  from  the  fouthem  colo- 
nies, or  even  preferve  the  communication  between  the  army 
and  this  town  without  difficulty.  I  may  add  to  this  the  con* 
fiderable  expences  attending  carriages,  artillery,  &c.  from  the 
want  of  a  water  conveyance  from  hence,  except  for  a  ihort 
didance. 

Your  Lordfliip's  fecond  query  regards  the  divifion  of  the 
army  for  the  poneffion  of  New  York  and  this  town.  I  am 
humbly  of  opinion  that  our  ftrengthat  prefent  is  not  adeauate 
to  the  undertaking.  The  Generals  Gage,  Clinton  and  Bur- 
soyne,  having  declared  the  fame,  I  am  to  wait  his  Majefty's 
further  pleafure  on  this  head  ;  in  the  mean  time  the  utmoft  at- 
tention will  be  paid  to  the  he;>lth  and  difcipline  of  the  troops. 

If  my  orders  (hall  be  to  leave  a  force  here,  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  town,  and  to  proceed  wiih  the  remainder  to 
New  York,  I  beg  leave  to  intimate  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  not 
lefs  than  5000  men,  or  eight  or  nine  battalions,  upon  the  pro- 
^iofed  plan  of  augmentation,  will  be,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
fufficicnt  for  the  Jervicc  required.  Such  a  force,  having  Ma- 
jor General  Clinton  at  the  head  of  it,  would  probably  fina  em- 
ployment for  an  army  of  10,000  rebels. 

And  I  would  propofe  twenty  battalions  to  compofe  the  divi- 
fion for  New  York,  which  would  be  near  12,000  men  :  this 
corps  to  be  employed  in  opening  a  communication  vvith  Ca- 
nada in  the  fir(t  inftance,  leaving  five  battalions  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  city  pf  New  York. 

There 
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There  would  then  remain  three  thoufand  regulars  for  Que* 
beCy  who,  with  three  or  four  thoufand  Canadians,  and  fome 
hundred  Indians,  would  compofe  the  army  of  Canada.  But 
whether  thefe  numbers  for  Quebec  would  be  adequate  to  the 
fervice  required  on  that  fide,  I  do  not  prefume  to  give  an 
opinion. 

The  accomplilhment  of  the  primary  ohjeSt  for  opening  the 
communication  being  obtained  by  the  two  armies,  and  fecured 
by  proper  pods,  in  which  operation  the  redudion  of  the  re- 
bels in  the  province  of  New  York,  muft  in  fome  roeafure 
be  included  ;  thefe  corps  might  take  feparate  routes  into  the 
province  of  MaiTachufets  Bay,  as  circumftances  may  arife. 

But  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that,  bv  the  entire  evacuation 
of  this  town,  and  taking  hold  of  Rhooe  IQand  with  the  force 
propofed  for  this  place,  the  army  would  be  better  conneded, 
and  the  corps  would  ad  with  greater,  efkSt  on  that  fide,  from 
whence  it  might  poflibly  penetrate  into  the  country ;  whereas^ 
in  this  ftation,  it  could  only  defend  the  pod,  and  perhaps 
make  fome  few  incur fions  for  frefli  provifions,  without  the 
power  of  reducing  the  inhabitants* '  The  diverfion  it  would 
occafion,  by  drawing  after  it  a  large  portion  of  the  rebel  army, 
would,  I  imagine,  be  equal  in  both  fituations  ;  but  being  in 
that  of  Rhode  Ifland,  it  would  occafion  fuch  a  jealoufy  in 
Connefiicut,  that  the  army,furniflied  by  that  province,  wouldl 
probably  be  kept  at  home  for  its  defence. 

And  for  the  blockade  of  this  harbour,  (hpuld  that  meafure 
be  expedient,  upon  the  town  being  evacuated,  a  fmall  force 
might,  probably  be  entrenched  with  fecurity  on  fome  com- 
manding fpot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nantaiket  Road,  for 
the  convenience  of  the  (hipping,  which  I  fuppofe  might  lay 
there  for  the  purpofe  of  blockading  the  port. 

General  Gage  will  bave  the  honour  of  informing  your 
Lordihip  of  the  fteps  he  has  taken  for  the  immediate  defence 
of  Halifax. 

Your  Lordfhip  havinebeen  pleafedto  fay,  that  the  ftrength 
of  the  American  army  for  the  enfuing  fpring  (hall  amount  to 
twenty  thoufand  men  ;  may  I  hope  it  may  be  compofed  of 
thirty- four  battalions,  of  ten  companies,  at  fifty-nine  rank 
and  file,  according  to  the  propofed  plan  of  augmentaiion, 
which  will  produce  the  number  required  of  res:uiar  infantry, 
upon  whom  we  muft  depend  for  decifion  ?  Were  it  expedi- 
ent to  add  fix  battalions  to  the  thirty-four  already  propofed 
for  the  American  army,  amounting  to  about  five  thoufand 
men,  by  an  equal  partition  of  them  between  the  Canada  and 

S3  Rhode 
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Rhode  Ifland  diviflons,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  effe£bi  bring 
adequate  to  the  extra  expence  incurred  by  fuch  addition. 

The  early  arrival  of  the  deilined  reinforcement  in  the  fpring« 
is  of  fuch  material  confequenceto  hisMajefty*s  ktyicty  tteitl 
am  perfuaded  it  is  needlefs  fdr  me  to  trouble  your  Lprdftip 
with  anyfojicitations  upon  foeiTential  a  point.  But  I  Aouid 
hope  the  troops  for  the  Bofton  divifion  may  be  etnbafkcd  j^ 
the  beginning  of  February,  in  which  cafe  they  may  b0.«j(- 
peeled  here  about  the  time  I  (hould  wifli  the  caippajga  CO 
oped,  in  the  nliddle  or  latter  ehdof  April. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  requefl  an  addttbdil  • 
number  of  furgeons  for  the  general  hofpitals.  ,  ^:    . 

May  I)  in  this  place,  entreat  your  Lordfliip's  countenalkice 
and  protection  in  the  promotion  of  the  additional  companiel 
for  iome  old  and  experienced  officers  upon  this  duty^  whoi 
by  their  good  fervices,  have  rendered  themfelves  worthy  of 
his  Majeity's  mod  gracious  favour.  The  pafling  of  them  bjr 
at  this  jundure,  would  deprive  the  army  of  that  fpirit  ifHiicli 
has  been  fo  confpicuous  among  its  officers  this  cam^am ; 
but  as  General  Gage  will  have  the  honour  of  layidc  tSar 
names  before  his  Majedy,  I  (hall  not  prefume  to  trouble  your 
Lordfhip  further  on  this  fubjed.     I  am,  &c. 

W.Howe. 


Extras  of  a  feparate  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  /# 

Major  General  Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  5/A  Sept.  1775. 

[Received  gth  November.J 

I  HAVE  already,  in  my  letter  to  General  Gage  of  the  2i 
Anguft,  which  will  have  been  left  with  you  upon  hisretuftt 
to  England,  pointed  out  the  different  ideas  which  had  Seen 
fuggelted,  of  the  plan  of  operations  in  North  America  next 
year,  if  the  prefent  unnatural  rebellion  (hould  continue  to  be 
fupported  ;  but  I  did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  ^o  further 
in  that  letter,  than  nakedly  to  (late  the  propofitions  theoh^ 
felves;  and  I  carefully  avoided  appearing  to  have  any  opinioil 
of  my  own  upon  queitions  of  which,  both  from  the  nature  of 
them,  and  the  difficulty  of  forming  any  precife  judgnnent  at 
fuch  a  diftance,  and  without  fuller  information,  it  was  not  fit 
for  me  to  decide.  But  I  ventured  to  defcribe,  in  general  tenas^ 
not  only  fome  of  the  obvious  advantages  which  would  arife 
from  taking  poft  at  New  York,  but  alfo.  the  hazard  -of-  die 
army's  continuing  at  Bofton  in  the  winter. 

The 
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The  intelligence  artd  itiformation  of  every  day  fince,  have 
fhewn  more  clearly  both  the  one  and  the  other  ;  and  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  troops  cooped  up  in  a  town,  expofed  to  infult  and 
annoyance,  if  not  to  lurprize,  to  more  places  than  one,  de- 
prived of  the  comforts  and  neceflaries  of  life,  wafting  away 
by  difeafe  and  defertion,  fafter  than  we  can  recruit,  and  no 
longer  either  the  objeSs  of  terror  or  caufe  of  diftrefs  to  the 
rebels,  is  truly  alarming,  and  demands  the  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration;  and  I  am  commanded  by  the  King"t6  fay,  that  if 
no  alteration  for  the  better  fliould  have  happened  before  this 
letter  reaches  you,  or  any  unexpefled  advantages*  of  carrying 
on  the  war  on  the  fide  of  New  England  (hould  have  opened 
themfelves,  it  feems  not  only  adviieable,  but  neceffary  to 
abandon  Eofton  before  ttie  winter,  to  difmantle  Caftle  William, 
and  having  embarked  all  the  ftores  and  artillery,  and  afforded 
every  means  to  the  well-difpoljpd  mhabitants,  of  getting  fafely 
"away  with  their  families  and  effeSs,  to  remove  with  the 
troops  either  to  New- York  or  fome  other  place  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  conftderaiions  of  fuperior  advantage,  fafety,  and 
convenience,  (hall  point  out  as  the  moft  proper,  and  where  a 
fquadron  of  the  King's  (hips  may  not  only  lie,  but  carry  on 
operations  with  fecunty  during  the  winter. 

The  taking  poft  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  I  have  defer ibed, 
holds  out  a  profpeft  of  many  advantages,  which  you  will  bet- 
ter  conceive  than  I  can  fuggeft ;  but  I  cannot  avoid  men- 
tioning one,  though  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  not  efcape  your 
attention,  and  that  is,  the  opportunity  it  may  afford,  of  em- 
ploying a  part  of  your  forces  during  the  open  part  of  the  win- 
ter in  lome  fudden  and  unexpeded  enterprize  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which,  if  it  has  not  the  efFeft  to  fubdue,  will  at  leaft 
ftrike  terror  to  the  rebellious  colonies,  and  be  the  probable 
means  of  fecuring  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  other  neceffaries 
for  the  army. 

Another  matter  which  I  have  touched  upon  in  my  letter 
to  General  Gage,  as  an,  eflfential  part  of  his  confideration,  is 
the  tranfmiflion  of  the  rtioft  cxzQ.  and  particular  ftate  of  every 
thing  that  will  be  wanted  from  hence  for  carrying  on  the  fer- 
vice :  and  it  being  the  King's  intention  that  you  (hould  con- 
tinue in  the  command  next  year,  it  is  his  Majefty's  exprefs 
diredion  that  I  repeat  this  to  you,  as  a  neceflary  and  indif-. 
penfable  objeS  of  timely  attention  ;  and  I  am  further  com- 
manded to  add,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure  that  you  do 
appoint,  if  you  think  fit,  an  Adjutent  General  and  a  Qyarter- 
nrafter  General,  his  Majefty  being  fenfible  of  how  much  con- 
fequence  it  is  to  you,  to  have  fuch  perfons  in  thofe  fituations, 

S4.  as 
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as  from  our  own  knowledge  and  experience  of  their  abiUl]fy 
you  may  fafely  rely  on  in  all  cafes.  j    ■ 

Extract  rf  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Earing 
Dartmouth,  dated  Bofton,  26/A  Nov.  1775. 

[Received  27th  December.]  , 

On  the  9th  inftant,  by  his  Majefty's  fhip  Phcenix,  I  bad 
the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  feparate  letter,  of  the  5ih'df 
September,  with  duplicates  of  your  Lordfliip's  letters  cif  Hit 
2d  Auguft  to  General  Gage  and  myfelf ;  aUo  a  lettefilrttfai 
Mr.  Secretary  Pownall,  of  the  8th  September,  conuiniog 
two  inclofures,  and  a  copy  of  a  fecret  letter,  of  the  5th  Sep- 
tember, intended  for  your  Lord(bip's.fignatnre«  * . .  ' 

The  removal  of  the  troops  from  hence  befofe  the  wifiM 
feafon  (hould  fet  in,  being  the  principal  objed  of  your  L^d- 
fhip's  letter  of  the  5th  September,  it  is  with  great  teluAuiGe 
I  am  to  inform  you,  that  his  Majefty's  intentions,  in  thispw* 
ticular,  from  the  late  arrival  of  the  orders,  cannot  be  earned 
into  execution. 

By  the  eftimate,  No.  i,  your  Lordihip  will  obierve  the 
infufficiency  of  the  tonnage  of  tranfports,  now  in  port,  to 
carry  the  troops,  the  artillery,  the  uores  of  all  denominai- 
tions,  the  well  difpofed  inhabitants,  with  their  efie£ts,  and 
fuch  merchandize  as  it  may  be  thouglit  prudent  to  remove* 
If  all  Qur  veflels  were  in  port,  the  whole  could  not  have  gpne 
atone  embarkation,  by  a  deficiency  of  ii,6o2  tons,  evea 
with  the  addition  of  the  (hips  and  fmall  craft  to  be  procured 
in  the  harbour.  And  when  I  refled  upon  a  divifion  of  the 
army  for  two  embarkations,  in  its  prefent  weak  ftate,  upop 
the  fituation  this  garrifon  and  the  troops  fent  to  New- i<hrk 
would  be  in,  with  refped  to  the  enemy,  it  appears  to  me* 
that  more  would  be  hazarded  than  prudence  could  juftify  ; 
cfpecially  as  I  (Iiould,  in  that  cafe,  be  dependent  upon  the 
return  of  tranfports,  at  a  feafon  when  the  navigation  on  this 
coaft,  from  the  violence  of  northerly  winds,  is  fo  very  pre- 
carious. ■  - 

The  Generals  Clinton,  Burgoyne,  and  Lord  Percy  con- 
curring in  opinion  with  me,  upon   the  inexpediency  of  eva- 
cuating this  place  before  the  fpring,  I  am  enc<ttiraged  to  hope^ 
my   determination  to  remain  here  will  not  meet  with  the  . 
King's  difpleafure. 

We  are  not  under  the  leaft  apprchenfion  of  any  attack  upoa 
this  place  from  the  rebels,  by  furprize,  or  othcrwife,  as  takea 

notice 
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notice  of  in  your  Lordfliip's  letter ;  on  the  contrary,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  they  would  attempt  fo  rafli  a  (lep,  and  quit 
thofe  ftrong  entrenchments,  to  which  alone  they  may  attri* 
bute  their  prefent  feciuity  ^  but  when  Ifay  this,  I  mud  add, 
that  from  fickncfe,  the  extended  defence  of  this  town  and 
collateral  pods,  our  force  for  the  winter  will  not  be  adequate 
to  any  other  undertaking  of  confequence  to  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vicej  fuch.as  the  poUelCon  of  Khode  Ifland,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  or  Charles  Town  in  South  Carolina  ;  yet,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  winter,  (hould  any  operations  from  ex- 
change of  circumilances  be  thought  adviieable,  the  opportu- 
nity will  not  be  negledied. 

Having  tranfmitted  to  the  treafury  by  this  conveyance  fe- 
veral  returns,  fpecifying  what  may  be  wanted  for  carrying 
his  Majefly's  commands  into  execution  in  the  fpring,  I  KaVe, 
fbr  your  Lordifiip's  information,  fent  copies  of  them  in  a 
feparate  letter*  And  for  the  operations  ot  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign, after  receiving  from  your  Lordlhip  his  Majefty's 
pleafure  upon  that  head,  I  beg  leave  to  propofe,  that  the  part 
of  the  65tn  regiment  here  be  fent  to  Halifax  in  the  fpring, 
which,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goreham's  corps  now  there, 
and  fome  recruits  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maclean's,  added 
to  the  militia  intended  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony,  by  infor- 
mation received  on  the  15th  Oflober  from  Governor  Legge, 
will,  I  hope,  put  the  dock-yard  and  town  in  perfedl  fecu* 
rity  from  any  attacks.  By  my  laft  accounts  from  thence,  of 
the  1 8th  Oflober,  the  temporary  works  intended  to  ftrength- 
cn  the  dock  were  very  forward,  and  it  was  propofed  to  have 
an  entrenchment  and  block-houfes  upon  the  citadel-hill,  for 
the  future  protedlioa  of  the  town,  if  it  could  be  done  before 
the  winter. 

The  detachment  of  the  14th  regiment  now  at  Halifax, 
upon  the  jundion  of  the  65th,  will  be  ordered  here;  ahd  as 
I  apprehend  the  other  parts  of  that  corps  would  be  more  ef- 
fentially  employed  with  the  army,  than  where  they  now  are, 
Ihall  therefore  give  direflions  accordingly,  unlefs  I  receive 
your  Lordlhip's  orders  to  the  contrary,  or  in  the  mean  time 
fomeafluranccoftheneceflity  of  their  remaining  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

For  the  blockade  of  this  harbour,  if  fuch  a  meafure  is 
judged  expedient,  I  would  propofe  the  entrenching  one  batta- 
lion at  a  place  where  (hips  of  war  can  fecurely  winter ;  it 
being,  as  I  am  informed,  better  (ituated  for  the  objed  re« 
quired  than  Caftlc  William,  which  will  be  totally  dellroyed, 

agreeable 
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agreeable  to  his  Majefly's  orders,  by  mines,  which  are  readj 
to  be  loaded  upon  the  evacuation  of  this  town. 

The  next  obje£l  I  would  mention,  is  the  taking  hold  of 
Rhode  Ifland  with  ten  battalions,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor-general Clinton,  having  a  fleet  adapted  to  this  fervice, 
with  dire^iions  to  pufh  forward  for  Providence. 

There  will  then  remain  fixteen  battalions  for  New  Yoik, 
according  tu  the  inclofed  diftribution,  the  6th,  14th  and  i6tii 
regiments  not  included,  the  latter  being  ftationed  in  Weft 
Florida,  and  the  6th  not  likely  to  arrive  until  late  in  the  Cam- 
paign. 

But  this  army,  though  complete  in  the  fpring,  muft  have 
between  fix  and  feven  thoufand  recruits,  and  of  the  worft 
kind,  if  chiefly  compofed  of  Irifh  Roman  Catholics,  certain 
to  defert  if  put  to  hard  work,  and  from  their  ignotance  ot 
arms,  not  entitled  to  the  fmalleft  confidence  as  foldiers. 

To  obviate  this  real  grievance,  I  would  moft  humbly  pro- 
pofe,  that  100  men,  hired  from  the  Hanoverian  and  Heffian 
armies,  be  incorporated  without  officers  into  each  of  the  ^J 
buttalions  of  foot ;  4,16,  regiment,  efteemed  eaual  to  two 
battalions,  and  the  marines  not  being  included :  luch  of  tbefe 
men  as  remain  after  the  fervice  is  at  an  end,  to  be  returned  to 
their  rcfpcdlive  ftates. 

That  ico  men  be  alfo  added  to  each  battalion,  to  be  volun- 
teers from  the  fublhtutes  of  the  Englifli  militia,  and  to  fcrve 
no  longer  than  the  exiffence  of  this  moft  unnatural  rebellion. 

The  regiments  might  then  want  to  complete  them  about 

Jroo  recruits  in  the  fpring,  making  a  fmall  allowance  for  ca- 
ualties  that  may  happen  in  the  winter  by  ficknefs,  defertion^ 
and  fervice. 

In  this  ftate,  the  army  would  be  refpcclable  for  the  num- 
ber it  would  confirt  cf,  and  may  be  kept  up  in  future  with- 
out diflliculty,  by  the  two  additional  companies  per  battalion  : 
but  unlefs  this,  or  fomc  better  confidercd  plan  be  adopted,  the 
increafe  of  the  King's  troops  by  recruits  for  jthe  enfuin^  cam- 
paign, which,  in  its  confcquences,  may  be  exceedingly  impor- 
tant, will  give  little  or  no  fupcriority  over  the  rebel  bandSf 
who,  though  raw  as  foldiers,  are  nevcrthclcfs  accuflomed  to 
the  ufe  of  arms. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  add  my  opinion,  that  this  fprce  will 
not  be  adequate  to  an  aflive  ofFenfive  campaign  on  the  fide  of 
New-York  and  Rhode-Iiland,  paying  no  other  regard  to  this 
place  than  the  blockade  of  the  harbour.  The  numbers,  as 
afore-mentioned,  will  not  amount  to  more  than  500D  iightii^ 
men  for  Rhode- Ifland,  andScoo  for  New- York,  out  of  which 

laft 
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laft  divifion,  not  lefs  than  2000  ftiould  be  left  for  the  defence 
of  the  town  and  pofts  necelfarily  to  be  occupied  :  I  would 
therefore  humbly  propofe  a  reinforcement  of  40CO  Ruffians, 
of  which  1500  to  join  General  Clinton,  and  2500  the  corps 
to  ad  at  New  York. 

To  combat  thefe  armies,  I  apprehend  the  rebels  would  not 
have  lefs  than  10,000  men  on  the  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
perhaps  20,000  in  the  province  of  New  York,  to  aft  againft 
General  Carleton  on  one  hand,  and  the  New -York  corps  on 
the  other  :  the  laft  may  probably  begin  the  campaign  by  the 
fiege  of  New  York,  as  recent  accounts  from  thence  mention 
a  body  of  4000  men  being  ordered  by  the  Continental  Con- 
grefs  from  Philadelphia,  to  proceed  thither  immediately  as  a 
garrifon  \  and  it  is  to  be  expeded  that  they  will  fortify  it  in 
the  befl  manner  they  are  able,  from  the  infinite  confcquencc 
the  pofTeinon  of  it  is  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Secretary  Pownall's  letter  of  the  8th  September,  I 
am  informed,  that  the  removal  of  theefFeftsand  merchandifc 
from  hence,,  belonging  to  the  enemies,  as  well  as  friends  of 
government,  has  occurred  to  the  King's  miniftcrs  to  bean 
advifeable  meafure  2  but  the  commands  for  the  effefts  of  the 
ill-difpofed  not  being  pofitive,  I  am  to  beg  your  LordQiip's 
further  direftions,  left  government  by  my  determinations  may 
be  engaged  in  future  dif  pules  and  ex  pence.  I  am  particularly 
led  to  this,  as  Mr.  Pownall  in  his  letter  mentions,  '*  That 
he  is  direifted  to  fay,  I  muft  in  this  and  every  cafe  of  the  like 
kind)  be  the  beft  judge,  and  mufl  therefore  ufe  my  own  dif- 
fcrelion ;  at  the  fame  time  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  tbc  great 
convenience  and  relief  fuch  goods  and  merchandifes  would  be 
.  to  the  rebels  taking  pofleflion  of  this  town  ;  upon  which 
ground,  I  humbly  apprehend  the  meafure  might  be  juftified, 
as  a  diftrefs  to  the  enemy. 

Your  Lordlhip  having  been  frleafcd  to  fignify  the  King's 
pkafure  to  me,  that  I  fliould,  if  I  found  occalion,  appoint 
ai)  adjutant-general,  and  a  quarter- mafter-general  to  this  ar- 
my, 1  (hall  pay  the  utmoft  attention  to  his  Majefty's  fervicc^ 
in  the  appointment  I  am  fo  unworthily  intruded  to  make. 

A  letter  from  Major  Rogers  at  New  York  to  General 
Gage  being  directed  to  tlie  commander  in  chief,  came  to  my 
hands  fince  the  Generars  departure,  wherein  he  has  made 
offers  of  his  fervices,  to  which  I  have  given  encoLrragement, 
by  defiringhii|i  to  make  his  propofals,  and  by  giving  an  aflu- 
ranee,  that  I  iiin  well  inclined  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  afford  him  a^  ppportimky  of  reQomnacnding  hJmfelf  to  his 
.:     .     •;'-:«,:       :l     :    .  ;;M8J<:ity's 
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Majefty's  future  favour.     I  find  from  Governor  Tryon,  that 
the  rebels  have  made  confiderable  overtures  to  him* 

I  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Lordfiiip,  that  1  am  truly  (enfible 
of  the  confidence  the  King  has  been  pleafed  to  repose  in  tne, . 
by  entrufting  the  important  command  of  this  army,  for  the 
enfuing  campaign,  to  my  diredion,  in  which  diflinguiflied 
fitqation  every  means  will  be  exerted  to  forward  his  N&jefty's 
intentions. 

General  Burgoyne,  having  received  the  King's  leave  to  re- 
turn to  Britain,  will  deliver  thefe  difpatches,  and  it  is;need- 
lefs  for  me  to  add,  that  lie  can  give  to  your  Lordfliip  the  ful- 
left  information  relative  to  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  this  part 
of  America.  If  his  Majefty  has  not  more  efllential  fervice 
for  him,  and  it  (hould  be  his  inclination  to  return  to  this 
country,  I  hope  I  may  not  be  deprived  of  an  officer  of  his  ex- 
perience and  ability  for  the  enfuing  campaign* 


Return  of  Tonnage  necejfary for  tranf porting  the  Troops  ^  Ariilkry, 
Stores^  and  Inhabitants ^  ^c.  i^c.  Wf . 

Boflon,  27/A  Nov.  1775* 
Departments. 

TcMMMgg, 
2900 
2900 
.  15,000 

3800 
1817 

IIOO 

555 

IIOO 

6000 


Royal  artillery  flores 

One  regiment  of  dragoons 

Ten  thoufand  infantry 

Deputy  quarter  mafter  generals 

Commiflary  generals 

Engineers  -  -  • 

Barrack  mader  generals 

General  hofpital 

Inhabitants,  with  their  effefis,  fuppofed  to  be 


Tonnage  of  tranfports  at  prefent  in  port 
Out  upon  difFerent.fervices 
Ships  and  fmall  craft  in  harbour 


Wanting  to  compleat 


Total  35,17a 

9721 

7039 
6810 

23»57o 


11,609 


Total  35,17a 

W.  HowT 

ADiftri^ 
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A  Dijiributton  of  thirty-^one  Battalions^  as  per  Margin^  intend- 
ed for  the  Army  in  America^  under  the  Command  of  Major 
General  Howe,  for  the  Campaign  X776,  humbly  Jubmitted. 

Bofton,  26/A  Nov.  1775* 

Battalions.  Dijiribution. 

4th,  Battalions. 

5th,  65th,  Halifax  and  Newfoundland           i 

6th,  Near  Nanta(ket-road    -     -     -     t 

loth,  Rhode  I  (land    .    ....    10 

14th,         ,  New  York  -    -     -    -    -    .     16 

15th,  14th,  Virginia,  Halifax  and  St.  Au- 

i6th,  gvitine  ..-.^--i 

17th,  1 6th,  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida      -    -     1 

aad,  6ib,  Weft  Indies  --..--    i 

23d,  .-.-^ 

27th,  31 

28th,  

35*1 

37th,  38th,  40th,  42d,  cfteemed  equal  to  two  battalions, 

having  1000  men,  43d,  44th,  45th,  46th,  47th,  49th, 

52d,  55th,    63dj    64tb,    65th,   marines   two  battalions. 

.-—Total  31. 

N.  B.  The  battalions  are  cftimaled  at  500  men  each  for 
the  field. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Eurl  ef 
Dartmouth,  dated  Bofton,  27/A  Noy,  1775*       -• 

[^Received  2'jib  December.]  .       .  u  .  1 

My  Lord,  '  l-^ci-^^i.- 

I  HAVE  the  hqnour  to  inform  your  Lordfliip.'^^Mt  the 
Whitby  tranfport  from  Cork,  with  four  companies  of  the 
17th  regiment  of  foot ;  two  tranfports,  having  on  board  four 
companies  of  the  3d  battalion  of  the  royal  regiment  of  ««^ 
lery,  and  two  fliips  with  ordnance  ftores,  are  fafelyJtrriVisf: 
Tne  brig  Nancy,  with  ordnance  ftores,  was  fpok^  4^  by^oAe 
of  the  King's  cruizers,  the  15th  inftant,  and  is  the  only  ord- 
nance ftore  fhip  miffing,  that  failed  under  convoy  of  the 
Phoenix  man  of  war ;  but  none  of  the  tranfports  4r<^'©fii1t, 
with  the  i7th,  27th,  28th,  46th,  and  55th  regiments,  have 
yet  made  their  appearance,  except  the  Whitby  above-men- 
tioned, which  occafions  fome  appreheniions  that  they  have 
been  driven  far  to  the  fbuthward  by  the  violence  of  the  late 

nor- 
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northerly  winds ;  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  they  wqre 
arrivedy  not  only  for  the  ufe  they  may  be  of,  but  on  account 
of  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  dangers  veflels 
muft  run  by  coming  on  this  coafl,  in  the  preCenV  fituaeioR  of 
things,  without  convoy  or  force,  and  having  no  friendly  port 
but  this  to  receive  them,  while  the  rebels'  cruizers  are  watch- 
ful to  take  the  advantage  of  their  weaknefs  or  ncceflitism 
wherein  they  have  already  been  too  fuccefsful,  and  will  pnB- 
bably  do  much  more  mifchief,  unlefs  the  King's  (hip*  cyi 
contrive  to  cut  them  off. 

A  remarkable  inftance  of  daring  fpirit  was  (hewn  on'thie 
25th  inflant,  within  a  (hort  diftance  of  the  lightrhoufot  tni 
within  view  of  his  majefty's  (hips,  by  a  fchooner  that  hid 
actually  taken  one,  and  would  have  taken  two  tranfports 
loaded  with  forage,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vigilance  of  Lieil^ 
tenant  Bourmafter  of  the  navy,  and  agent  of  tranfports^  on 
this  fervice,  who  cut  his  cables,  refcued  the  veffel  taken,  and 
drove  off  the  rebel,  in  an  armed  tranfport,  ftationcd  for  th^  " 
proteftion  of  the  light-houfe.  In  juflice  to  this  gentleman's 
merit,  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  LordQiip,  that  he  half 
during  Greneral  Gage's  command,  and  fmce  that  time,  inva- 
riably a6led  with  the  greated  alacrity  and  attention  to  the  fer- 
vice in  his  own  line,  and  upon  other  occafions. 

In  confequence  of  your  Lord(hip*s  letter  to  the  mafter-ge- 
neral  of  the  ordnance,  due  attention  (hall  be  paid  to  the  return 
of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  third  battalion  royal  artillery* 

When  I  had  laft  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  hotdfbiOf 
I  flattered  myfclf  that  the  army  would  have  been  in  quartfcrt 
at  this  time  ;  but  to  my  great  difappointment,  the  works  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  winter  deience  of  Charles  Town  heights,  have  ' 
been  fo  much  retarded  by  an  unufual  wet  fcafoii,  and  want  of 
artificers,  that  they  are  not  yet  pcrfcdl  tor  the  detachment  in- 
tended to  remain  there  ;  that  corps,  therefore,  is  flill  In  the 
field  :  a  part  of  the  troops  on  this  fide  have  quitted  the  camp, 
and  the  whole  army,  1  think  I  can  aflure  your  Lord  (hip,  will 
be  under  cover  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  off  the  men  em^ 
ployed  upon  the  fortification  within  Bofton-neck,  which  wau 
begun  before  General  Gage's  departure,  in  order  to  employ 
them  in  throwing  up  redoubts  for  a  better  defence  on  the  (idle 
of  the  common. 

The  ficknefs  of  the  army  has  rather  increafed  of  late  front 
the  feverity  of  the  feafon  ;  but  hope,  fince  there  is  nothing 
epidemical  among  us,  that  we  (hall  quickly  recover  in  qnor^- 
tcrs,  provided  we  do  not  wait  too  long  for  the  flocks^  hed^ 

dib^, 
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ding,  blankets,  &c.  expefled  from  England ;  in  the  mean 
time,  the  utmoft  attention  will  be  had  to  the  prcfervation  of 
health. 

Your  Lordfcip  having,  been  plea  fed  to  take  notice  of  the 
lofs  this  army  has  fuffered  by  defertion  during  the  campaign, 
I  havethe  fatisfajSion  to  acquaint  you,  that  only  thirty-three 
men  have  deferted  fincc  the  19th  of  April. 

By  information,  the  rebel  troops  are  in  great  want  of 
cloathing,  and  much  diflatisfied  on  other  accounts  ;  thei^ 
agreements  to  ferve  will  expire  for  the  moft  parr  by  the  hH 
ot  December,  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  many  of 
them  will  decline  entering  into  new  engagements :  in  the 
mean  time,  they  have  got  ipto  barracks,  having  a  range  of 
them  at  every  poft;  the  moft  extcnfive  of  which  arc  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

The  light-houfe  at  the  mouth  of  this  harbour,  fo  neceffary 
for  the  fafety  of  veffels  bound  to  this  port,  is  now,  I  hope, 
effeflually  fecured,  and  a  detachment  ot  troops  will  be  kept 
there  for  its  future  defence ;  the  lanthorn  is  repaired,  and  was 
lighted  the  23d  inftant, 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  the  great  want  of  feamen  ex- 
perienced this  fummer,  for  the  navigating  of  tranfports,  for 
manning  armed  veflels  and  boats  on  particular  fervices,  and 
on  many  other  occafions,  which  induces  me  to  urge  the  nc- 
ceffity  of  fending  out  feamen  to  complete  the  tranfports  to 
their  proper  number,  a  return  whereof  is  inclofcd.  It  is  alfo 
to  be  wiihed,  that  the  King's  (hips  had  their  war  cftablifti- 
ments,  as  they  would  then  be  able  to  fpare  men  for  extra  fer- 
vices, and  not  have  the  fame  reafon  for  preding  out  of  the 
veflels  from  Europe  and  other  parts  coming  with  fupplies  for 
the  navy  and  army,  a  pradice  which  may  greatly  affedl  us  in 
future,  unlefs  your  Lordihip  will  be  pleafed  to  dire6l,  that 
prote^ions  be  given  to  veifels  failing  from  Britain,  and  ex- 
emptions to  others  who  may  bring  fuch  fupplies. 

Before  the  departure  of  General  Gage,  an  expedition  was 
concerted  by  the  General  and  Admiral,  for  the  deftnidion  of 
Cape  Anne  and  Falmouth,  two  fea  port  towns  on  the  coaft  to 
the  eaft-ward,  that  were  diftinguimed  for  their  oppofition  to 
government ;  the  Canceux  and  an  armed  tranfport,  having 
a  fmall  detachment  of  troops  on  board,  were  to  execute  it  ^ 
from  circumftances,  it  was  found  inexpedient  to  make  any 
attack  upon  Cape  Anne,  whereupon  they  proceeded  to  Fal- 
moiith,  which  place,  after  giving  timely  warning  to  the  in- 
babitants,  for  the  removal  of  themfelves  and  their  efFeds,  was 
deftroyed  on  the  i8th  of  Oftober,  burning  abput  five  hun- 
^  dred 
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drcd  houfes,  fourteen  Tea  veflelsi  taking  and  deftrofiDg  fevoral 

others,  without  any  iofs  on  our  part. 

On  the  return  of  this  detachment,  the  5th  inftant^  I  r> 
reived  confinnation,  that  the  party  from  the  rbbel  armyf  un- 
der the  command  of  a  Colonel  Arnold,  of  which  I  prefunne 
your  Lordfliip  would  have  advice  from  General  Gage»  had 
gone  up  the  Kennebec  river,  intending  to  enter  Canada  by 
the  river  Chaudiere  ;  that  they  had  got  to  fort  HalifaXf  about 
fixty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec,  from  whence 
they  had  fent  back  about  two  hundred  Tick  ;  nothing  further 
has  been  fince  heard  of  them. 

General  Gage  would  of  courfe  acquaint  your  LoidiUp^" 
that  a  veifel  arrived  exprefs  from  Quebec,  on  the  loth  of  Oc- 
tober, with  letters  to  him  from  General  Carleton  and  Lieu- 
lenant  Governor  Cramatie,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  in- 
clofed.  In  confequence,  I  determined  to  fend,  and  had  or- 
dered a  battalion  of  marines  to  embark  immediately  on  boaid  • 
tranfports,  and  proceed  to  Qiiebcc,  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Cerberus  frigate,  as  had  been  fettled  by  Admiral  Graves. 
The  tranfports  were  in  readinefs  to  receive  the  troops  the  I3til 
following,  when  I  received  the  inclofed  letter.  No.  I,  from 
Admiral  Graves,  declaring  the  attempt  unadvifeable  and  im- 
impra6iicable  for  tranfports ;  upon  which  I  wrote  to  him»  that 
I  (he u Id  drop  the  idea  of  fending  the  troops  in  tranfpbrts  upon 
his  reprefentations,  as  your  Lurdfhip  may  obferve,  by  zcoipf 
of  my  letter  inclofed,  No.  2,  intending  at  that  time  to  procure 
fmaller  velfels,  better  adapted  to  work  their  way  up  tne  river 
St.  Lawrence  ;  but  not  being  able  to  have  them  fitted  for  fca 
in  reafonable  time  to  undertake  the  voyage  with  the  leaftjpro* 
fpe£l  of  fuccecding,  I  judged  it  moft  prudent  to  decline  fend- 
ing the  reinforcement,  and  difpatched  the  exprefs  veflel  back 
to  Qiiebec  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  Oftober. 

A  variety  of  contradidtory  reports  have  lince  come  by  the. 
way  of  New  York,  relative  to  the  tranfaSions  on  the  part  of^ 
Canada,  and  moltly  favourable  to  his  Majefty's  arms,  until  the 
20th  infbnt,  when  a  few  days  paft  a  rebfcl  paper  was  brought' 
in  here,  giving  an  account  of  the  furrender  and  capitulation  rf 
Chamble  and  St.  John's,  by  which  the  garrifon  are  to  remain- 
prifoners  in  Connedicut,  or  elfewhere,  as  the  continental.  ■ 
Congreft  (hall  dlred  ;  Major  Stepford,  of  the  7th  regiments 
commanded  at  the  firlt,  and  Major  Prefton,  of  the  26ih,  a9 
the  latter  place.  A  veifel  from  Quebec,  bound  to  Kuropitr 
which  was  fpoken  with  lately  at  fea,  having  given  the  famtf 
information,  I  fear  there  is  too  much  truth  in  the  intelligenceJ 
I  am,  &c.  W.  HowK. 

.  5  Off 


A,  1779.  DEBATES.  273 

Copy  of  a  feparate  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Earl 

<?/' Dartmouth,  dated  Boi\dn^  2d  December  1775. 

[^Received  2']th  December.] 

My  Lord, 
FOR  your  Lordfliip's  moft  perfeft  information  of  the  ftate 
of -this  army,  I  have  done  myfelf  the  honour  to  cnclofe  copies 
of  returns  and  eftimates,  with  my  own  occafional  remarks, 
which  I  have  tranfmitted  to  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury  by  this  opportunity ;  alfo  a  copy  of  my  letter  ac- 
companying them,  for  their  Lord fhips' con fiderat ion,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  than  that  I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


Return  of  Provtfions  in  Store  at  Bofton,  tie  16/Z?  November 
1775,  and  how  long  the  fame  ^  with  thofe  ftnce  depojitcd^  will 
ferve  i2,ooo  Mv;,  at  the  Allowance  now  ijjued  for  want  of 
Peafc  and  Rice^  viz. 

In  ft<ire,  belonging  to  the  crown— 3-^  cafks  fuet ;  128S0  lbs. 

pork;  23469  lbs    dried  cod  filTi  ;    9857  bulliels  wheat; 

52159016$.  flour;  94044 lbs.  bread;  20384  pints  oil. 
Ditto,  belonging  to  the  coiitra6!ors 764690  Ib^.   pork  ; 

5524;y9  lbs.   Hour;  9633  lbs.  bread;  48196  lbs.  butter; 

9857  lbs.  rice. 
November  28th,  depofited"  by  ditto,  982  barrels  flour  of  the 

fliip  Queen  of  Naples,  cargo  from  London,  the  reft  being 

813  barrels  flour  have  proved  bad  and  unfit  for  ufe — 223896 

lbs.  Hour. 
Toial---3|  caflcs  fuet  ;  777570  lbs.   pork  ;  23469  lbs.  dried 

cod  fi(h  ;  9857  bufhels  wheat;  1297985  lbs.  flour;  103677 

lbs.  bread;  48196  lbs.  butter  ;  20384  pints  oil ;  9857  lbs. 

rice. 
The  pork  and  fifli  wull  ferve  1200  men  99  days,  ending  the 

26th  February  next. 
The  wheat  flour  and  bread  will  ferve  116  days,  ending  the 

24th  March  next. 
And  the  butter  and  oil  will  ferve  106  days,  ending  the  4th 

March  next. 
The  fuet  and  rice  are  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpitals. 

The  cargo  of  the  fnow  Induftry,  from  Briftol,  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  return  ;  ihe  began  to  difcharge  two  days 
ago. 

Vol.  X.  T  The 
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The  live  ftock  is  likewife  not  included  in  the  above  return. 

To  hi5  Excellency  the  Hon.  Bofton,  Nov-  29,  1775. 

Sir  Wm.  Howe,  Major  (Signed]  D- Cham ier. 

General  and  Commander  Commiflkry  of  Provi- 

in  Chief,  &c.  &c.  fions. 


Ohjervationi  m  the  Provifion- Return. 

BY  the  return  herewith  inclofed,  it  appears  that  there  art 
not  provifions  for  the  army  in  ftore  to  ferve  longer  than  die 
beginning  of  March  1776. 

Six  months  bifcuit  for  20,000  men,  of  a  quality  to  keep 
twelve  months,  may  prove  of  eflential  fervice  in  the  courfe  of 
the  enfuing  campaign,  as  the  conveniencies  for  baking  bread 
cannot  be  always  had  in  this  country ;  and  if  the  bifcuits  be 
made  of  about  fix  to  the  pound,  they  will  pack  the  better. 

It  is  requeued  that  one-fifth  part  of  the  meat  deflgned  for 
the  army  may  he  beef) 

An  additional  quantity  of  the  fmall  fpecies,  efpecially  oatr 
meal,  rice,  fuet  and  vinegar,  will  be  requifite  for  the  ufe  of 
the  hofpitals. 

One  third  of  the  whole  to  be  packed  up  in  fmall  calks, 
which  fhould  not  exceed  loo  lb.  groCs,  for  the  convenience  of 
carrying  two  of  them  upon  a  horfe. 

(Signed)    W.Howe. 


Returns  of  effeSiive  Horfes^  Cattle  and  Sheep ^tutth  the  guantity 
of  F(trage  in  Store,  and  the  Number  of  Days  it  will  lajl. 

Head  Qiiarters,  Bofton,  Nov.  27, 1775. 

Departments. 
Light  Dragoons,  234  horfes. 
Generals  and  officers,  160  horfes. 
Royal  Artillery,  200  horfes. 
Deputy  Quartermafter  Gen.  80  horfes,  100  cattle,  40Q  fhefp. 

Total,  674  horfes,  100  cattle,  400  (heep. 
In  Store. 
450  tons  hay;   12,391  buHiels  oats;   5640  bufhels  Indian 

corn  ;  12,861  bulhels  bran. 

Th.  whole  wm,aft{H»y_^^;~-J5i  . 

Expe£ied. 


A.  i779v  debates;  ays 

From   Canada,   150  tons  hay;  10,000  buflidsoats;  5000 

bulhds  bran. 
From  Nova  Scotia,  150  tons  hay. 
Total  300  tons   hay ;  10,000.  bufliels  oats  ;  5000  bufliels 

bran* 

N.  B.  The  ration  at  the  prefent  allowance  is  I35d. 
In  cafe  of  fcarcity  the  damaged  flour  now  in  florc,   to  the 
amount  of  3000  barrels,  equal  to  600,000  weight,  may  be 
made  ufe  of  by  mixing  a  proportion  with  oats,  com,  &c. 
which  will  increafe  the  price  of  the  ration  to  is.  g^d. 

(Signed)        W.  Howk. 

State  of  Barrack  Beddings  Furniture  and  Fuel^  in  the  Care  of 
the  Barrack  Mafier,     Bofton,  \ft  December  1775. 

At  Bofton. 

Bedding,  3333  bed  cafes ;  4149  bolfler  cafes ;  577  niggs ; 
2321" blankets;  428Qpair  fheets  ;  i6niatrafres  and  pillows. 

Furniture,  1052  iron.pots  ;  705  grates ;  296  pair  dog-irons ; 
229  tongs;  231  ihovels;  202  axes;  316  candlefticks  ; 
120  iron  flovcs;  1020  tramels  ;  600  pokers;  500  afli 
boxes;  425  buckles;  i2o  mallets;  260  iron  wedges 5 
250  tables ;  320  forms ;  120  chairs  ;  36  lanthorns. 

Fuel  and  candles,  668  cords  of  wood^;  899  chaldrons  coals  \ 
10,000  lb.  candles. 

Ordered  from  England^  and  daily  expeBed. 
Bedding,   3376  bed  cafes  ;  2560  bolfter  cafes ;  3650  ruggs  ; 

8000  blankets  ;  3945  pair  Iheets;  50  tons  flocks. 
Furniture,  50  iron  uoves. 
Fuel  and  candles,  4000  chaldrons  coals ;  25,000  lb.  candles. 

Total. 

Bedding  6709  bed  cafes;  6709  bolfter  cafes;  4227  ruggs; 
1032 1  blankets;  8225  pair  fheets;  50  tons  flocks;  16 
mattrafles  and  pillows. 

Furniture  1052  irpn  pots  ;  705  grates  ;  296  pairs  of  dog- 
irons ;  229  tongs;  231  ftiovcls;  202  axes;  316  candle- 
ilicks;  170  ironftoves;  1020  tramels;  600  pokers ; 
506  a(h  boxes;  425  buddies;  120. mallets;  200 iron  wed- 
ges ;  250  tables :  320  forms ;  120  chairs ;  36  lanthorns. 

Ta  Fuel 
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Fuel  and  candles,  668  cords  of  Vvrood ;  4899  chaldrons  coals ; 

35, 000 lb.  candles. 

N.  B.  In  the  firft  article  of  bedding  at  Bofton,  is  included 
1000  fets  of  bedding  got  from  the  tranfports,  equal  to  half  the 
number  of  double  beds. 

The  coals  and  candles  are  ordered  from  England  by  me, 
independent  of  that  I  now  learn  is  ordered  by  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Treafury.  And  there  is  now  at  Halifax 
10,000  cords  of  wood,  ready  to  be  tranfported-  hither  when 
tranfports  can  be  fpared  to  fetch  it ;  5000  cords  of  wood  are 
direded  to  be  cut  againft  the  fpring,  and  by  that  time  6000 
chaldron  of  coals,  now  digging,  will  be  ready  to  be  (hipped 
at  Spanilh  River  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

(Signed)    James  Robertson, 
Barrack  Mafter  General. 


Two  EJlimates  of  Horfes  and  IVaggons  wanting  for  the  Campaign 

1776. 

I.  Supply  of Waggomfor  an  Army  of  thirty  Battalions  of  Infan-- 
trv  and  two  Regiments  of  Cavalry y  for  the  Carriage  of  Bag- 
gage y  Bread  and  ProviJionSy  with  Horfes  in  Proportion* 

Dijiribution . 

For  the  baggage  of  one  battalion 

Twenty-nine  more  -         -         - 

For  the  foldicrs  tents  of  one  battalion 

Twenty-nine  more 
For  the  bread  of  one  battalion     -         -         - 

Twenty-nine  more  -         -         - 

For  the  baggage  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry 

One  more  -  -         -         - 

For  the  bread  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry     - 

One  more  -  -  - 

For  the  generals  and  ftafF  officers,  including! 

theii  faddle-horfes  j 

To  mount  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
For  the  faddle-horfes  of  the  officers  of  one"! 
battalion  of  infantry,  fuppofed  to  be  j 

Twenty- nine  more        ,"         "        ~ 


Waggons, 

Uoffes. 

12 

48 

348 

1392 

00 

10 

00 

290 

4 

16 

116 

464 

8 

32 

8 

3* 

2 

8 

2 

8 

40 

34a 

0 

600 

0 

14 

0 

406 

Total    540       3662 
Forage 


Hinfcs. 

Uragpm. 

O 

.^u 

5° 

o 

160 

50 

^li 

490 

3188 
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Forage  for  the  above  Horjes... 

Hay  Tons,  Oaf  /  T#«* 
For  what  Time,  Rat.  20I6.      Rat.  fib. 

For  one  day            -  -                -                33         ^5 

For  ninety-one  days          -  -            3003     1365 

N.  B.  Complete  harnefs  wanting  for  490  waggons,  four 
horfes  to  each  waggon. 

EffeBive  Horfes  and  fVaggons  in  the  Gartifon. 
Dtjiribution. 

Light  dragoons 

Ditto  quarter  mafter  general 

Generals  and  other  officers 

Wanting  to  complete  - 

Total  540      3662 
It  is  intended  that  the  magazines  for  this  army  (hould  be 

carried  by  water,  and  not  more  than  twenty  miles  diltance 

from  it. 
Head  ^lariersy  Bofion^  CLpb  November  1775. 


11.  Proportion  of  Bait  Horfes  for  the  Carriage  of  the  Baggage 
of  the  fame  Army^  with  fraggons  to  carry  Bread y  Provijions^ 
and  the  General  Officers  Baggage* 

Difiribution. 

Horfesf,  Waggons, 

Lieutenant  colonel        9"^  * 

Major  -  7  .' 

8  Captains,  c  each      40  /  t-  l       i-      1 

18  Subalterns,  3  to  2  27  [  F«}f  one  battalion  batt 

1  to  the  Generals  Com.  2  ^^^"^^'"'^'"''e**  95 

SStafF,  2each  jo    Twenty-ntne  more     2755 

^> 

Bread  -  4!  For  one  battalion  28  7 

Frovifions  3 /Twenty-nine  more       812      203 

For  mounting  two  rcr 

giments  of  cavalry  600 
Batt  horfes  for  ditto  66 
T  3  ^xta& 
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PrTvifions        *  J  }For  two  regiments         40         10 

For  the  general  and 
ftafF  officers,  in- 
cluding their  fad- 
die  horfes  342         40 

Total  4738      260 

Forage  for  the  ahvoe  Horfes. 

Hay  Tons,  OatxTeat. 
Rat.  %olb.  Rat.  ^, 

For  one  day  -  -  -  43         20 

For  ninety-one  days  -  -  39^3.    1820 

Horfes,  WaggMU* 

DiiFerence  between  the  two  returns  1076       280 

Return  of  Horfes  wanting  for  the  Field  Artillery  ^  with  Forage 
for  ninety-one  Days. 

f  Total  -  648      HayTont,  Oat*  Terns. 

Horfes  i  Effbaive  200  •  ^''^^     ^^^^^ 

t  Wanting  to  complete  448  546  273 

Proper  faddles  wanting  for  the  whole  number  of  batt  horfes. 
(Signed J  ^NihhiAU  Sherriff,  D.  ^.  M.  G. 

Report  of  the  Ceirgo  of  the  Ship  ^ueen  of  Naples  j  Capt.  Pmell, 
fr$m  London 9  Jbipped  on  the  Contractor* s  Account^  andconfign* 
ed  to  their  Agent ^  Henry  Lloyd^  Efq.  at  Bo/Ion^  viz* 

Barrels  of  flour,  good  •  -  744 

Ditto  fit  for  prefcnt  ufe  -  -        238 

Sour  and  bad  «  ^  -        813 


Bo/lon,  2gth  Nov.  1775. 
^St£n 


Total  i795^ba]tels 


f Signed)  D.  Chamier, 

Commijfary  of  Stores  and  Provijions. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Hon.  W.  Howe,  Ma^^r-general  and  Com* 
mander  in  Chiefs  Uc 

Return  of  Stores  wanted  for  Service  of  his  Majejifs  Works  in 
the  Engineer  s  Department  at  Bofion^  "jth  Aug.  inchfed  to  the 
Honourable  Board  of  Ordnance ^  igth  Augufi  1775,  ^'«- 

Cheveaux  de  friEc,  fets  «  *>  200 

Cuirafles 
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Cuirafles  with  head  pieces,  fets                            •  50 

Calthrops,  or  crows*  feet,  lb.  wt.  ,              •  20OO 

Crows  of  iron             -                -                 •  100 

Hammers,  band                 -                 -                         -  100 

•n fledge             •                 -                 -  50 

Carpenter's  tooU  in  boxes,  fets         -             -             -  6 

Grindftones  with.troughs,  &c,                  -                 -  ao 

Mantelets  of  cured  hides                 -                 -  200 

Hambrough  lines,  flcaines        -                -                -  loo 

Entrefuhing  Took* 
Axes,  broad             -                 -                -                *  2oo 
felling                 -                 -                 -             ^  600 

pick             -             -                 •                  -  1000 

Hand  hatchets             -                 -'               -                 >  lood 

Barrows,  wheel                 -                 -                 .  500 

hand                 -                 -                 •            .  300 

Spades,  common            -                    .            •  €000 

■  ■    ■  ditching             -            -                                 -  500 
Shovels,  (hod        -            •            -.                -  1500 

iron                     .     -       -                 •                .  ^00 

Hand'bills        -                «                «.                «  loeo 

Saws,  hand            •                -        ,        -                -  100 

— . — crofs  cut            -                -                •  ^Q 
Sand  bags,  buftiel        '^                  •               10,000  \  ^    ^^^ 

—  ibufhei     .  .         .  10,000  ;^^'~^ 

Spikes  of  forts,  fize  from  5  to  8^  inches,  banels  20 

Nails,  24d«  ditto                -  ^            -                .  10 

Augurs  of  forts            -                -                -  200 

Rop£. 
Tarr*d,  4I  inch,  2 ;  %  ditto,  2  \  2k  ditto,  3 ;  2  ditto,  J. 
White,  31  inch  2 ;  i  ditto,  3 ;  i\  ditto,  3.    Total,  18  coils. 

October  I  ft,  an  addition  was  thought  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  be  made  to  the  within  return,  by  adding  the  followiag 
artificers  : 
Carpenters,  mafter         •  -  -  I 

■  '     ■     ' —  foreman  ^  5  -       i 

— —- carpenters  -  -  20 

Bricklayers,  mafter  -  •         .       *       i 

■  bricklayers  •  -  6 
Blackfmiihs,  mafter        -                •               -         I 

Wackfnaiths  5  -     .         6 

Wheelwrights               -                    g               «^   2  ^^8 

T4  The 
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The  company  of  artificers  to  be  fcut  out  to  ferve  under  the 
immcdiare  dircdtion  of  the  commanding  engineer,  as  at  New 
foundland,  Gibraltar,  &c. 

f Signed)     John  Monstresor,  Commanding  Engineer. 
His  Excellency  Major  General  Howe. 

Remarks, 

It  will  be  ncceflary  to  begin  the  campaign  with  fix  months 
forage  in   the  magazines,  which  cannot  be  procured  in  this 
country  in  lis  prefent  fituation,  therefore  it  mull  be  looked, 
for  from  Europe. 

Rhode  Ifland,  from  the  bed  information,  can  fupply  fifteen 
thoufand  tons  of  hay  in  a  fcafon,  but  ftill  great  difficulties  will 
arifc  in  procuring  it,  if  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  are  ini- 
mical, as  you  muft  depend  upon  ihem  to  cut  and  cure  the  hay. 
The  fame  obfervation  will  anfwerwith  refpefl  to  Longlfland 
and  Siaten  Ifland,  in  the  province  of  New  York.  There- 
fore upon  this  uncertainty  the  dependence  upon  magazines 
muft  be  upon  Europe. 

The  army  being  in  the  field  may  furnifli  itfelf  with  green 
forage  from  the  middle  of  Jime  to  the  middle  of  September. 

Canada  is  able  to  fupply  the  articles  of  oats  and  bran  ;  but 
the  length  and  uncertainty  of  the  voyage  is  fuch,  that  it  is 
thought  tlicfe  articles  may  be  brought  from  England  "or  Ire- 
land full  as  cheap,  and  with  this  advantage,  that  oats  in  par«> 
ticular  are  far  fuperior  in  quality. 

As  to  horfes,  waggons,  and  harnefs,  when  the  prefent  tem- 
per of  the  Americans  is  confidered,  they  certainly  will  drive 
otF  every  thing  of  that  kind,  wherever  the  army  appears  \  but 
on  the  other  hand,  fhould  any  one  of  the  provinces  return  to 
their  duty,  it  would  furnifli  the  army  with  thefe  articles  nc- 
ceflary for  carrying  on  the  war. 

(Signed)    W.Howe. 
Head  Quarters y  Boflony  2']th  Nov.  1775. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  ^/aWBoflon,  3^  December  1775. 
[^Received  2']th  December.] 

My  Lord, 
By  a  letter  receivedjaft  night  from  Lieutenant  Governo 
Cramaiie,  which  your  Lordlhip  has  enclofed,   there  is  too 

much 
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much  reafon  to  fear  that  by  a  general  defeSion  of  the  Cana- 
dian>,  the  whole  province  of  Quebec  will  fall  into  the  hands 
of  I  he  rebels  :  and  by  a' private  letter  from  thence,  of  later 
date,  by  one  Day,  I  learn  Montreal  has  furrendcred  ;  that 
General  Carleton  was  on  his  way  down  the  river,  in  an  armed 
veiTel,  and  that  there  was  little  reafon  to  believe  the  capital 
would  be  able  to  withftand  the  expeded  attack. 

The  lieutenant  governor  of  Qi^icbec,  under  thofe  circum 
fiances,  has  been  induced  to  detain  five  tranfi^orts  fent  from 
hence,  for  forage,  by  which  we  not  only  lofc  the  b«iy  and 
corn  expeded  as  per  return  in  my  feparate  letter  of  2d  inftant, 
but  are  deprived  of  1416  tons  of  fliipping,  to  be  added  to  the 
quantity  fpecified  in  the  return  of  tonnage  in  my  difpatch  of 
26rh  November,  as  wanting  for  the  removal  of  this  garrifoa 
&c.  at  one  embarkation.  I  hope  that  tHe  tranfports  to  re- 
place thefe,  and  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  return,  may 
be  ordered  out  early  in  the  fpring,  and  in  coniideration  of  the 
lofs  we  have  already  fuftained  by  the  enemy,  that  they  fhould 
come  under  convoy. 

I  learn  the  Nancy  brigantine,  an  ordnance  tranfport,  hav- 
ing on  board  400  (land  of  arms  complete,  ioo,oco  flints, 
a  thirteen  inch  mortar,  with  other  (lores  in  proportion,  was 
taken  in  the  Bay  laft  week  by  the  rebels  privateers,  and  af- 
fords an  inflance  for  this  necellity.  The  circumltance  is  ra- 
ther imfortunate  to  us,  as  they  are  now  furnifhed  with  all 
the  rcquifites  for  fetting  the  town  on  fire,  having  got  a  large 
quantity  of  round  carcalles,  and  other  (lores,  with  which  they 
could  not  have  been  otherwife  fupplied.  The  particular 
manner  whereby  Ihe  was  taken  is  not  afcertained  ;  but  fo 
many  artifices  having  been  praftifcd  upon  (Irangers,  luiderthe 
appearance  of  friendHiip,  falfe  pilots,  &c.  that  thofc  coming 
out  with  (lores  of  any  kind  cannot  be  put  too  much  upon 
their  guard. 

And  I  fubmit  to  your  Lord(hip  the  necedity  there  may  be 
of  fupplying  the  lofs  of  arms,  flints,  &c.  furfercd  on  this 
occafion. 

I  am  alfo  to  requeft  your  Lordfhip  will  be  plcafcd  to  direft 
twice  the  quantity  of  engiiiecys  tools  contained  in  the  inclofed 
return  to  be  fent  out  in  ftparate  ihips,  for  two  divifions  of 
the  anny  :  both  of  which  may  be  employed  in  fiegcs.  The 
date  of  tills  rctiirn  will  point  out  the  lime  when  the  requili- 
tion  was  made. 

From  an  apprehenfion  that  the  advantages  gained  by  the 
rebels  in  Canada,  and  their  good  fortune  here,  in  polfefling 
themfelves  of  our  pores,  may  encourage  them  lo  further  at- 
tempts. 
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tempts,  I  ftiall,  with  all  difpatch,  fend  to  Halifax  the  part  of 
the  ^th,  now  here  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Bruccy  who  will  command  on  his  arrival,  and  with  this 
rcinforccmenti  I  muft  conclude  that  place  will  be  in  perfefl 
fecurity. 

Upon  this  unfortunate  event  in  Canada,  and  your  Lord* 
(hip's  encouragement  to  mention  my  opinion,  I  beg  leave  to 
fay,  for  the  recovery  of  that  province  as  a  primary  objeft,  the 
army  to  efFe6l  it  (hould  not  confift  of  lefs  than  12,000  fighting 
men  ;  at  the  fame  time  I  defire  I  may  not  be  underftood  to 

five  ujp  the  plan  as  fct  forth  in  my  letter  No.  2.  of  the  26th 
November,  as  the  enemy  will  feel  more  immediate  diftrefs  by 
being  attacked  on  the  mod  vulnerable  fide,  than  from  any 
fuccefs  to  be  gained  in  Canada. 

The  admiral  has  informed  me,  that  by  a  letter  received  this 
day  from  Captain  Wallace  of  the  Rofe  Ihip  of  war,  ftationed 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  rebels  give  out  they  are  to  fortify  the 
Heights  above  the  town  of  Newport ;  alf6,  that  they  are  fit- 
ting out  an  armed  (hip  at  Philadelphia,  to  carry  36  gunSy 
and  two  or  three  more  of  a  Icfs  force,  with  a  defign  of  cruiz- 
ing to  the  fouihward,  and  to  take  Lord  Dunmore  in  their 
way.  I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Earl  (f 

Dartmouth,  dated  "^oWov^y  i^ih  Dec.  1775- 

[ Received  6/  h]  anuary  1 776. J 

My  Lord, 

His  Majclly's  flilp  Tartar  being  ordered  to  England  by  Ad- 
miral Graves,  I  am  to  confirm  to  your  Lordfliip  the  intelli- 
gence before  communicated  of  the  capture  of  the  ordnance 
brig  Nancy,  by  the  rebels,  and  that  there  is  certainty  of  an- 
other velT'el  i  the  property  of  a  merchant;  loaded  with  woollen 
goods  and  every  article  neccflary  for  cloathing,  having  lately 
fallen  into  their  hands,  which  muft  afford  great  relief  to  their 
moft  elfential  wants. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Boyne  man  of  war  on  the  5th 
inllant,  there  have  been  no  arrivals  from  Britain  ;  and  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  from  the  long  prevalence  of  northerly 
winds,  -that  the  tranfports  from  Cork,  with  the  17th,  27th, 
2Sth,  46th,  and  55th  regiments,  together  with  the  (hips 
bringiiii;  Itorcs  for  this  place,  have  been  forced  far  from  the 
coafi,  and  if  fo,  the  difHculties  they  have  to  encounter  in  get- 
ting 
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iring  to  this  port,  will  increafe  in  proportion  as  the  winter 
feaion  advanjces. 

Thefe  confiderations,  and  the  (late  of  proviflons  in  ftore,  a 
particular  account  of  which  your  Lord(hip  has  with  my  fepa- 
rate  letter  of  the  2d  inftant,  fent  by  the  Boyne,  give  rife  to 
very  alarming  apprchenfions,  efnecially  as  demands  for  this 
article  are  increaled  from  the  traniports,  provifions  for  thefea- 
men  being  expended  from  the  preffing  wants  of  ufeful  per- 
fons,  who  muft  be  fupported  for  their  fervices,  and  of  many 
others,  who  have  ever  been  attached  to  government. 

I  am  alfo  concerned  to  obferve,  that  the  uncertainty  of  dc- 
fencelcfs  veffels  getting  into  this  harbour,  is  rendered  more 
precarious,  by  the  rebel  privateers  infefting  the  bay,  who  can 
take  the  advantage  of  many  inlets  on  the  coa(t,  "where  his 
Majefty"*s  (hips  cannot  purfne  them,  and  from  whence  they 
can  fafely  avail  themfelves  of  any  favourable  opportunities  that 
offer.  The  admiral  being  of  opinion,  that  the  (hips  cannot 
block  up  the  feveral  ports  of  Cape  Anne,  Marblehead,  Bever- 
ley and  Plymouth,  which  afford  prote£lion  to  thtfc  pirates, 
without  the  afGftance  of  a  land  force,  that  cannot  at  preferrt  be 
fpared,  has  placed  his  lliips  in  Nahtaflcct  Road,  with  orders 
to  cruize  from  thence  in  the  Bay,  which  not  proving  effedual, 
I  would  humblv  propofe,  that  the  provifions  and  other  valu- 
able ftores,  be  knt  out  for  the  future  in  Ihips  of  war,  without 
their  lower  deck  guns,  or  in  veffels  of  fufficient  force  to  de- 
fend themfelves  againft  thefe  pirates.  One  of  them,  a 
brigantine  M'ith  feventy-three  men,  has  been  brought  in  by  his 
Majefty's  (hip  Fowey ;  and  I  inclofe  to  your  Lordfliip  a 
copy  of  the  captain  s  inftrudions  from  Mr.  Wa(hington, 
commandingthe  rebel  army.  The  prifoners  are  fent  to  Eng- 
land in  the  Tartar. 

The  troops  entered  into  quarters  here  ye ftcrday,  leaving  a 
detachment  entrenched  upon  the  Heights  of  Charles  Town, 
for  the  defence  of  that  poft. 

Six  companies  of  the  65ih  are  embarked,  and  will  fail  for 
Halifax  under  convoy  of  the  Cerberus  frigate.  The  i8th  and 

?;9th  regiments  being  drafted  into  other  corps,  their  commiC- 
ioned  and  non-commiffioncd  officers,  with  the  invalids  and 
recruiting  parties,  go  from  hence  on  board  of  tranfports,  in 
company  with  the  Tartar. 

By  advice  received  from  the  head  quarters  of  the  rebels,  I 
learn  that  General  Carleton  embarked  at  Montreal  for  Q^ie- 
bec  on  the  12th  of  November,  wiih  one  hundred  foldiers,and 
as  many  Caoadiaus,  carrying  with  him  all  the  military  ftores 

he 
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he  could  convey,  and  that  the  rebels  took  pofleflion  of  the 
town  the  next  day. 

I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Leflcry  marked  private, /r<jw  Major  General  Howe, 

to  the  AV/^,/"  Dartmouth,  dated  Ijoiion^  igth  Dec.  1 775. 

[^Received  btb  February  1776. J 

Mv  Lord, 

I  EMBRACE  the  opportunity  of  ah  officer,  who  has  my 
leave  to  go  to  Britain,  in  a  private  (hip  fuddcnly  onkred 
there,  to  acquaint  your  Lonifhip,  that  1  have  advice  of  Colo- 
nel Eyre  Mall'ty  being  arrived  at  Halifax  with  his  regiment, 
and  that  1  iuve  been  induced  On  this  occafion  to  countermand 
m^y  orders  for  fix  companies  of  the  65th  regiment,  now  lying 
in  Nantaiket  road,  to  proceed  to  that  place. 

There  have  nut  arrived  any  troops  fince  my  laft  by  the 
Tartar  frigate,  leaving  this  the  i6th  inftant ;  but  the  ftorc 
fiiips,  as  per  margin,  have  got  in  with  moll  feafonable  fup- 

plics,  although  the  live  (lock  met 
Thatrwsy  Lalvd.  -with  wcrfe   fate  than  could  have 

Friendjhipy  iX'J tiler,  been    fufpcfted,    from    the  great 

Britannia^  White,  care  that  has   been    taken.       As 

Generous  Planter^  Calfe.      their  cargoes  are  not  yet  landed, 

I  cannot  render  a  more  particular 
accoimt,  but  from  all  the  reports  received,  the  merchants  em- 
ployed have  been  moft  attentive  to  their  engagements. 

I  am  concerned  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  that  I  have  the 
authority  of  the  rebel  commander  to  believe  Brigadier  Pref- 
cot  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  and  report  fays, 
that  General  Carleton,  with  the  whole  province  of  Canada, 
has  (bared  the  fame  fate.  Having  no  communication  with 
Canada  at  prefent,  I  cannot  determine  upon  the  degree  of 
credit  this  intelligence  defexves,  but  am  hopeful  that  the  latter 
is  not  true. 

However,  Mr:  Wafliington,  commanding  the  rebel  army, 
prefuming  upon  the  number  and  rank  of  the  prifoners  in  his 
pofl'eifion,  has  threatened  retaliation  in  point  of  treatment  to 
any  prifoners  of  theirs  in  our  power,  and  propofcs  an  ex- 
change, which  is  a  circumllance  I  ihall  not  ahfwerin  pofitive 
terms,  nor  Ihall  I  enter  upon  fuch  a  meafijre  without  the 
King's  orders.  Your  Lordlhip  has  inclofed  a  publication, 
extradkd  from  the  minutes  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  in 
reference  to  his  Majelly's  proclamation  of  23d   Auguft  laft, 

on 
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on  the  principles  of  which  Mr.  Wafliington  feemstohave 
founded  his  threats. 

The  fmall  quantity  of  fait  proviGons  in  (lore  here,  has  in- 
duced me  to  fend  an  armed  tranfport  to  St,  Euftatia,  for  a  fnp- 
ply  of  that  article,  underftanding  the  markets  there  are  glut- 
ted with,  provifions,  by  which  means  I  flatter  my felf,  (hould 
the  viftuallers  ordered  here  be  difappointed  in  making  their 
voyages  in  time,  that  we  (hall  fecure  a  fufEcient  refource  until 
fome  of  them  do  arrive. 

I  have  alfo,  on  confultation  with  the  Admiral,  ordered  two 
tranfports  to  be  fitted  out  with  the  utmoft  dipatch,  to  fail  un- 
der convoy  of  the  Scarborough  man  of  war,  and  two  armed 
fchooners,  with  direftions  to  have  them  loaded  with  rice  at 
Savanna,  by  the  affifl:ance  of  Sir  James  Wright ;  and  if,  in 
going  or  returning,  they  (hould  fall  in  with  any  ihips  having 
a  quantity  of  this  article  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  Scarbo- 
rough will  have  orders  to  feizcand  fend  them  here  for  the  ufc 
of  the  garrifon,  navy,  and  inliabitarus.  In.thefe  (hips  I  pro- 
pofe  fending  200  marines,  uiicicr  the  command  of  a  Held  (»ili- 
cer;  and  in  the  whole  of  this  proceeding,  1  inill  I  Ihall  hive 
^your  Lord  (hip  *s  fandlion,  being  guided  by  motives  aridng 
from  my  regard  to  the  intereft  and  neceility  of  his  Majefly's 
fervice.  I  Irave  communicated  to  the  lords  coinmiffioners  of 
the  treafnry,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  an  exad  account  of  all 
the  fteps  I  have  taken  relative  to  the  aforementioned  piirpofesi. 
1  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe- 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourahle  Major  General  Howe  to 

the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  ^^/rr/ Bofton,  26//!'  Dec.   1775. 

[^Receivcd  6th  February  1776.] 

My  Lord, 
I  AM  this  day  informed,  by  the  mafier  of  a  vefTel  arrived 
here  a  few  days  part  from  Cape  Nicholas,  in  the  ill  and  of 
Hifpaniola,  that  the  rebels  get  fupplics  of  arms  and  gunpow- 
der from  thence  in  large  qnantities  ;  one  perfon,  by  this  in- 
formant's account,  having  fold  icoo  ftands  of  arm'^,  and  one 
ton  of  gunpowder,  to  the  matter  of  a  privateer,  fined  out  tor 
that  intent  from  Providence,  in  the  government  of  Rhodc- 
Ifland  ;  and  it  was  generally  faid  at  Cape  Nicholas,  that  the 
fame  privateer  had  failed  with  three  other  veilels  under  her 
convoy,  having  on  board  two  tons  of  gunpowder,  and  io,oco 
itands  of  arms,  for  the  ufe  of  the  rebels. 

It 
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It  has  lately  h»:en  difcovcj^ed,  that  perfons  in  the  country 
fufpedled  of  difufFei^ion  to  government,  having  effc<Sls  and 
merchandize  in  this  town,  have  ufed,  and  are  pradiiling  va- 
rious artifices,  by  a  reparation  and  conveyance  of  their  pro- 
perty to  thofe  of  the  town  who  pafs  for  being  well  difpofed 
fubjefts,  to  fecure  the  fame.  As  they  muft  be  indebted  to 
merchants  in  Britain  for  the  greater  part  of  fuch  goods,  and 
certainly  mean  to  defraud  them  in  payment,  I  fhaii  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  flop  thefe  proceedings,  until  I  reoeivo 
your  Lordthip^s  particular  inttniaio'ns  on  this  head. 

With  the  moU  perfeA  rcfped\|  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Major  General 
Howe,  ^/<x/<?^  Whitehall,  22 J  Sept.  177$. 

IReceived  30/^  December.] 
SIR, 

IT  having  been  thought  expedient,  with  a  view  of  provi- 
ding more  etfeclually  for  the  I'ecurity  of  Canada  and  of  Ha- 
lifax, to  change  the  deftination  of  the  five  regiments  now 
ready  to  fail  from  Ireland;  inclofed  I  fend  you  a  copy  of 
Lord  Rochford's  letter  to  the  lord  lieutenant  ot  Ireland,  con- 
taining the  dircdions  that  have  been  given  on  this  occafion, 
which  will  point  out  to  you  the  whole  of  that  arrangement.. 
I  alfo  indole  to  you,  a  copy  of  the  ftate  of  the  (hips  taking. in 
ftores  and  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  together  with  a 
copy  of  my  letter  to  the  lords  of  admiralty  thereupon.  An^ 
I  am  to  fignify  to  you  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  if,  when 
thefe  Ihips  arrive  and  are  unloaded,  you  may  have  occafion 
for  them,  in  any  operations  you  have  in  view,  you  do  de- 
tain them  in  his  Majeftv*s  fervice,  fuch  only  excepted  as^ 
are  chartered  for  the  Weft  Indies,  after  delivery  .of  their 
loading  at  Bofton. 

The  la(t  advices  from  North  America  are  the  fuUeft  evi- 
dence of  an  opened  and  declared  war  on  the  part  of  the  twelve. 
aflbciated  colonies  ;  and  there  is  no  room  left  for  any  other 
confidcration,  but  that  of  proceeding  againft  them  in  all  re- 
fpedts  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  as  the  opened  and  avowed  ene- 
mies of  the  iiai-e. 

J  am,  &c.  Dartmouth. 


aj^. 
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Opy  ofiti  Letter  from  the  Earl  6/"  Dartmouth  to  the  Honourable 
Major  General  Movie ^  dated  Whitehall,  22iO£>.  1775. 

[^Received  y>th  December.] 

YOU  will  bave  fecn,  by  the  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Go- 
vernor Martin,  which  accompanied  my  difpatch  of  the  15th 
of  Sept.  and  alfo  by  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Wil- 
liam Campbell,  tranfmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  Pownall,  that 
there  were  many  circumftances  in  the  ftate  both  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  that  indicated  a  difpofition  in  the  people, 
more  particul^ly  in  thofe  fettled  in  the  interior  country,  to 
refift  the  oppreffive  ads  of  the  committees  in  the  towns  upon 
the  fea  coa(is  ;  and  you  will  have  obfcrved  with  how  much 
confidence  Governor  Martin  fpeaks  of  the  practicability  of 
reducing,  with  a  fmall  force,  the  province  of  North  Carolina 
to  obedience. 

The  fame  appearances  begin  to  (liew  themfelves  in  Georgi?l 

,  and  in  Virginia  ;  and  Lord  Dunmore  even  makes  himfelt  rc- 

fponfible  .for  fecuring  the  obedience  of  the   latier   of  thofe 

provinces,  with  the  ailillance  only  of  two  or  three  hundred 

men. 

I  will  confefs,  that  it  appeared  to  me,  at  the  firft  view  of 
the  propofitions  made  by  Lord  Dunmore  and  Governor  Mar- 
tin, that  they  were  too  fanguine  in  their  expedations :  but 
later  advices  confirm  what  they  reprefented  of  the  temper  and 
difpofition  of  the  people  ;  and  there  is  good  ground  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  appearance  of  a  refpectable  force  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  under  the  command  of  an  able  and  difcreet  officer,  will 
have  the  effect  to  reltore  order  and  governhient  in  thofo  four 
provinces. 

The  King,  whofe  folicilude  for  purfuing  with  vigour  eve- 
ry meafurethat  tends  to  crulh  the  prefent  dangerous  rebellion 
in  the  colonies,  excites  in  his  Majefty  the  molt  exemplary  at- ., 
tention  to  every  object  of  advantage,  has  thought  fit,  in  conft- 

![uence  of  thefd  favourable  appearances  to  the  fouthward,  m 
ignify  his  Majcfty'spleafure,  that  five  regiments  ef  infantry* 
VIZ.  the  15th,  37ih,  53d,  54th,  and  57th,  ihonld  be  ur  icred  lo 
hold  themfelves  in  readincfs  to  embark  at  Cork,  on  or  be  lore 
the  lit  ot  December,  for  North  America. 

The fe  regiments  will  be  joined  by  two  companies  of  ar- 
tillery from  hence,  who  will  take  with  them  ten  battalion 
guns,  and  as  many  howitzers  and  amufeitesas  the  number  i'^i 
artillery  men  ferve, and  alfo  10,000  Hand  of  fpare  arms;  and 

the 
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the  whole  will  be  ordered  to  proceed,  und(r  convoy  of  a  pro- 
per naval  fc>rcc,  to  Cape  Fear  river,  at  which  place  there  is 
f^ood  ground  to  hope  they  will  be  immediately  joined  by  the 
Highland  emigrants  fettled  in  that  neighbourhood,  whofe  af- 
filiance  Governor  Martin  fays  we  may  depend  upon. 

It  is  the  King's  intention  that  this  body  of  troops  (hould, 
upon  iheir  arrival,  be  under  the  command  of  one  of  the  ge- 
neral officers  who  are  now  v.  iih  you  ;  and  I  am  to  fignify  to 
you  liis  Majedy's  j)!eafiirc,  that  one  of  them  do  immediately 
j)rocced  in  a  (hip  cf  war  to  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to  remaia 
on  board  either  within  the  river  or  in  the  offing,  as-lhall  be 
judged  moft  proper,  until  the  arrival  of  the  forces  from  Cork, 
before  which  time  he  will  probably  have  been,  able  to  col- 
lefl  fuch  information  and  materials  as  niay  enable  him  the 
better  to  judye  of  the  j;lan  of  operations  to  be  purfued. 

In  the  coniidcraiion  of  a  mcafure  of  fo  much  importance,^ 
every  circumllancc  that  can  give  fucllity  and  fecurity  to  the 
landing  of  ih.e  forces  from  Ireland  will  deferve  attention  ;  and 
it  v\  ill  ceiiainly  be  proper,  that  t^^•o  or  three  fir.all  velfcls, 
iii'.nilhtd  \\itfi  able  pilots,  fliould  he  appo-nted  to  cruise  off 
thecoalt,  and  to  conduct  the  fleet  in:o  Cape  I'cur  river,  a 
caution  which  is  the  more  neceiiiiry,  as  tb.e  navigation  of  that 
part  of  tl;e  coad  ol  America  is  difiicult  and  dangerous. 

I  have  already  mentioned  to  yuu  the  probitbiiity  that  the 
King's  troops  will,  upon  their  arrival,  be  joined  by  the  High- 
land emigrants  :  but  our  expc<^^ati(;iis  on  this  head  are  not 
coiifincd  to  that  defcripiion  of  people  only,  the  inljjabitants  of 
iour  or  five  of  the  back  countries  iiavc  f]jewn  the  famedifpofi- 
tion  ;  and  it  is  ihefe  circumliances  wliich  have  induced  the 
refohiiion  of  fending  the  troops  to  North  Carolina,  and  di- 
icding  tlicm  to  repair  to  Cape  Fear  river,  which  from  its 
vicinity  to  iliolc  countiics,  as  well  as  from  i::.  fuperior  ad* 
vantagLS  as  a  port,  is  judged  by  the  King  to  be  tb.c  moll  pro-  ■ 
per  place. 

At  the  fame  time,  his  Majedv  does    not    intend   that  the  " 
gcneial  (houiti  in  his  plan  of  opciations   be  connned  to  any 
j)aiticul.u  p.rovince;  his  choice  of   fituaTion  mult,  in  that  re-^ 
i'jec^,   be  governed    by  his  own  judgment.     Alter  maturely" 
weighing  every  circumflancc  (>f  greater  i»r  h.fs  advantagie  and 
facility  in  the  means  of   r^ltoring  the  public  tranquility,  anrf 
re-<.jraljli iking    the    autbiority    of    the    Kujg's  governmcnf, 
winch  object  being  once  efieclcil  in  any  one  of   the  fontherii 
Colonies,  il.c  trorps   may    proceed   to   another,  leaving  the    * 
fu]  port  ar.d  p;oiLclion  of  that  whi».h  has  been  fo  reduced,  to 

a  corps 
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a  corps  formed  out  of  the  well  afFe&ed  provincials^  who  (hall, 
have  taken  up  arms  in  the  King's  caule  ;  and  his  Majedy  is 
not  without  hope,  that  by  the  time  that  the  navigation  of  the 
northern  coafts  of  North  America  becomes  pradicable  in  the 
fpringy  the  whole  of  this  corps  of  regular  troops  may  upon  that 
plan  proceed  to  join  the  main  army. 

In  the  confide  ration  of  the  means  of  efFefling  thefe  impor* 
tant  fervices,  a  great  variety  of  objeds  prefent  themfelves. 
A  landing  once  obtained,  and  the  troops  in  fecure  pofleflion^ 
either  of  the  capital,  or  any  of  the  provinces,  or  of  any  other 
town,  in  which  the  civil  governor  may  exercife  the  funftions 
of  his  office  with  fafety,  the  next  ftep  will  be  to  require, 
that  all  committees  of  towns,  or  congrefTes  of  fuch  commit- 
tees, and  the  unlawful  aiTociations  which  have  been  entered 
into,  be  difiblved ;  that  the  courts  of '  juftice  throughout  the 
province  be.  opened  ;  that  all  perfons  whatfoever  do  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  before  the  judges  of  fuch  courts  ;  and  that 
thofe  who  have,  by  the  inftigation  of  the  committees,  taken 
up  arms  againft  lawful  authority,  do  furrender  the  fame,  and 
make  fuch  declaration  of  their  future  obedience,  as  the  go** 
vemor  (hall,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  diredl  and  re- 
quire, in  which  cafe  they  may  be  told,  that  they  may  expe£t 
to  be  recommended  as  obje6ls  of  the  royal  mercy. 

If  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  or  any  part  of  them, 
refu(e  to  comply  with  thefe  requifitions,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  King's  general  to  employ  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, to  force  them  to  fubmifiion,  by  feizing  the  perfons 
and  effeils  of  the  delinquents,  and  by  attacking  and  doing 
their  utmoft  to  deftroy  any  towns  in  which  the  people  (hall 
afTemble  in  arms,  hold  meetings  of  committees^  or  congrefTcs^ 
or  prevent  the  King's  courts  of  juftice  from  afTcmbling. 

it  is  pofTible,  that  the  people  may  be  ra(h  enough  to  ap- 
pear in  the  open  field  againft  the  King's  troops,  and  to  hazard 
ao  aAion :  but  (hould  that  be  the  cafe,  I  truft  the  matter  will 
foon  be  decided  to  the  advantage  of  government;  I  appre- 
hend, however,  that  they  will  not  hazard  fuch  a  confliS ; 
nor  is  it  with  any  fuch  expeSation,  that  the  meafure.  of  fend- 
ing thefe  troops  has  been  adopted  here ;  but  principally  upon 
the  encouragement  held  out  by  the  King's  governors,  that  if 
fuch  refpedable  force  was  fent,  as  might  make  it  fafe  for  the 
friends  of  government  to  (hew  themfelves,  they  (bould  fooa 
prevail  over  thofe  who  having  found  means  of  getting  the 
Iword  into  their  hands,  have  hitherto  been  able  to  effed  their 
rebelliouspurpofes  without  controul.  At  the  fame  time. 
Vol.  X.    .  U  there- 
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thirefete,  that  the  rebels  are  encouraged  to  hope  tot,  mcifcf 
ii&on  ftibttiiffion,  every  (pedes  of  reward  niuft  be  offtred  to 
OtcTe  who  have  not  yet  involved  thtitltelveii  in  that  guilt,  and 
fllall  confent  to  lift  undef  the  royal  banner,  who,  befidbs  an 
allowance  of  the  (artle  pay  as  the  King's  troops  receive,  fo 
long  as  they  continue  in  fervice,  may  be  encourlaged  to  t^pedt 
-a  tetrtiilidn  t>f  all  arrears  6f  quit-rent  due  to  the  crown,  and 
aA  exemption  from  payment  of  any  for  d  few  years  to  come. 

In  truth,  the  whole  fuccefs  of  tTte  meafure  his  Majfefty  hal 
itfopfed,  depends  !b  rtuch  upon  a  confiderabie  ntimbet  of  in- 
habitants taking  up  arms  in  fuppoft  of  government,  that  no- 
thing that  can  hiive  a  tendency  to  promote  it  ought  to 'be 
<>mitted.  I  hopb  we  kte  not  aeceivcd  in  the  affurances  that 
hive  been  gi^en,  for  if  We  are,  attd  there  Ihould  be  no  ap- 
|)earance  o?  a  difpofition  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  fottthem 
cblofties  to  join  the  King's  armvy  I  fear  little  fnore  Will  ha 
eflfe£ted,  than  the  gaining  poffemon  of  fome  refpe6bible  poft 
to  the  fouthward,  wliere  the  officers  and  fervants  of  govem<^ 
thl^t'may  find  proteftion,  and  from  which  the  rebels  may  be 
fthnoyed,  by  ftidden^nd  unexpedefd  attacks  of  thfcir  toWns 
ti)k>n  the  Ctt  coaft,  during  the  open  part  of  the  winter,  Much 
attacks,  hbwever,  may  be  made  very  diftrelling  to  than,  and 
will  be  no  inconfider^Ie  advantage. 

There  are,  indeed,  fo  many  objeds  of  advantage  in  this 
topfedition,  that  his  Majefty  is  unwilling  to  fuppofe  we  xaft 
fhlR  in  thefh  all,  or  that  we  (hall  not  be  able,  at  leaft,  to  maita- 
Hfin  a  poft  in  one  or  other  of  the  fdiir  provinces  in  itebeHion^ 
tiCit  fuppdfingthe  word  to  happen,  St.  Augnftine,  in  all  events, 
btkts  a  fecure  retreat  to  the  troops,  until  the  feafon  of  ttai 
J^ear  Will  adtoit  of  their  joining  y<jur  army. 

Having  fully  Explained  to  you  the  objeAs  of  the  iritehded 
eypcditr<!>it,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  it  is  not  nfjcant  rfrtft  it 
ftould  prevent 'Vmi  in  any  ftieafure  of  the  like  nature,  which 
yb<i  nftay  hkve  find  in  contemplation,  in  confeqdence  of^my. 
rohrier  difpatchfes ;  on  the  contrary,  the  fending  a  detadi^ 
Went  from  fottr  army  to  any  of  the  four  fouthern  provinces. 
Where  you  fee  an  opening  for  effeftine  any  eflential  fetvice, 
Wu^  have  the  confeqirence  to  give  the  greater  facilit]^  thd . 
^vantage  to  the  prefent  enterprize;  and  therefore  it  is  the 
King^  wifli,  that  you  ihould  purfue  that  meafure,  if  it  tah 
be  em€ttd  without  prejudice  to  your  general  plan  of  opera« 
tion,  of  which,  however,  you  muft  be  the  bed  judge^'airtl 
thei^fore  his  Majefty  leaves  it  entirelv  to  your  owndircrtilien* 

lam,  &c.  "'    }    * 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Earl  tf 
Dartmouth,  dated  Bofton,   16th  January  1776. 

{^Received  22d  February.] 

My  Lord, 

BY  Admiral  Shuldham's  arrival  on  the  30th  December,  I 
bad  the  honour  of  your  Lordftiip's  difpatches  of  the  22d  Oc* 
tober ;  a  duplicate  of  the  25th  September,  from  Mr.  Deputy 
Secretary  Pownall,  covering  a  letter  from  Lord  William 
Campbell,  of  the  19th  July ;  a  duplicate  from  your  Lord- 
(hip,  of  the  aad  September,  the  originals  of  which  are  not 
yet  received,  with  copies  of  difpatches  from  the  Earl  of  Roch-^ 
ford,  of  the  21ft  September,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  ^ 
alfo  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  your  Lordihip,  of  the  22d  Septem- 
ber, to  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  in  which 
you  are  pleafed  to  intimate,  that  the  (lores  of  provifions  con- 
traded  for  by  Me(rrs.  Mure,  Son,  and .  Atkinfon,  by  the 
lords  of  the  treafury,  are  intended  as  well  for  the  fleet  as  the 
army ;  whereas,  from  there  not  being  any  mention  made  of 
the  fleet  (haring  thefe  (lores,  either  in  your  Lord(hip's  letters 
to  me  from  the  lords  of  the  trea(<jry,*0F  the  merchants,  the  car- 
goes arriving  before  Admiral  Shuldham,  were  diflributed  folely 
to  the  army ;  but  flnce  the  fight  of  your  Lord(hip*s  letter, 
that  I  might  not  appear  to  negle^  the  fleet,  I  have,  though 
without  a  dired  order  from  your  Lord(hip,  given  a  proportion 
of  porter  to  the  (bips  ;  at  the  fame  time  1  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  the  deliveries  of  provifions  to  the  foidiers  for  fome 
weeks  paft,  being  without  peas  or  rice,  the  want  of  bedding, 
and  the  unavoidable  expofure  to  th^  weather  from  thc^  natiwe 
<lf  the  duty,  which  has  been  very  fevere,  without  enumcratinjg 
further  reafons,  make  them  require  thefe  refrefluncnts  more 
than  the  feamen,  who  are  better  provided. 

I  incloie  for  your  Lordfiiip*s  information,  an  account  of 
thb  deficiencies  in  the  proviiion  contrad,  with  the  conmif- 
§3ay*s  letter  thereupon,  and  I  (hall  fend  another  to  the  lordis 
of  the  treafury.  Having  heard  from  Governor  Tryon,  that 
there  is  a  profpeft  of  getting  fome  provifions  on  the  (ide  of 
New  York,  1  have  dif  patched  a  vefiel  to  endeavour  to  procure 
it ;  and  the  victuallers  for  the  navy  lately  arrived^ could  can* 
leniently  afford  us  a  fupply  for  fix  weeks  if  neeeflary,  which 
relieves. me  from  the  nece(nty  of  putting  the  troops  to  (hort 
»Howance,  more  efpecially  ds  I  am  hopeful  that  the  veflfels 
inenfioned  in  my  difpatch  of  the  19th  December,  may  return 
from  the  Weft  Indies  and  Georgia  before  the  provifions  in 

U  2  ftore. 
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ftore,  as  per  (late,  arc  confumed  :  fo  that  our  dependence  is 
not  wholly  upon  the  contraftors*  (hips,  one  of  which  got  in 
the  13th  inftant,  with  uats,  flour,  and  peafe,  the  laft  article 
affording  a  moft  feafonable  relief. 

The  neceflary  arrangements  being  made  for  the  departure 
of  Major  General  Clinton  to  Cape  Fear,  in  confequence^of 
your  Lordlhip's  difpatches  of  the  22d  Oftober,  he  is  ready  to 
fail  in  the  Mercury  fliip  of  war,  with  the  Falcon  floop  and 
two  tranfports,  having  on  board  two  companies  of  light  in- 
fantry, and  fome  Highlanders ;  the  latter,  I  hope,  may  beufei- 
fui  in  getting  men  in  North  Carolina,  if  Governor  Martin 
is  not  deceived  in  his  expeftations,  of  which  I  do  not  prefume 
to  judge,  having  received  no  dire£l  intelligence  from  thence 
fince  General  Gage's  departure  ;  nor  have  I  received  Gover- 
nor Martin's  letter,  referred  to  in  your  Lordlhip's  letter  of 
22d  Odober. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  the  troops  had  failed  from 
Europe  in  time  to  have  arrived  at  their  defti nation  by  the  mid- 
dle or  latter  end  of  November  :  but  I  am  free  to  own  my 
opinion  to  your  Lordfhip,  which  has  been,  to  leave  the  fou- 
tbern  provinces  in  the  fullell  perfuafion  of  their  fecurity  until 
the  rebels  (hould  have  been  defeated  on  the  fide  of  New  York  ; 
which  event  appears  to  me,  more  clearly  than  ever,  of  fo  much 
confequence,  that  our  utmoft  (trength  (hould  be  exerted  to 
accompiifh  it  before  defigris  of  lefs  importance  are  taken  up» 
inconfillent  with  the  general  plan  of  operations  for  the  en* 
fuing  campaign  ;  and  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  the  fouthem  re- 
\^  would  have  been  lefs  able  to  defend  themfelves,  had  th^ 
iiot  been  roufed  by  the  condud  of  their  governors^  who  have 
not,  I  fear,  the  powerof  fuppreflingthem,  or  of  re-eflablifliiug 
the  intereft  of  government  in  any  degree.  It  is  remarkable^ 
that  the  dedination  of  the  regiments  to  the  fouthward  was 
promulgated  here  by  private  letters  from  England,  that  caone 
in  the  ^me  (hip  with  your  LordQiip's  difpatch  relative  to 
them,  and  1  make  no  doubt  of  the  rebels  being  in  polfeffion 
of  the  intelligence  very  foon  after  it  arrived:  General  Lee,  I 
hear,  is  gone  from  the  army,  in  confequence  of  it. 

In  Mr.  Deputy  Secretary  Pownall's  letter,  of  the  2 2d  Sep- 
tember, I  am  to  underiland,  that  I  may  exped  the  King's 
commands  from  your  Lord(hip,  for  the  17th,  27th,  aSth, 
46th,  and  55th  regiments  to  be  fcnt  to  Qiiebec,  as  early  as 
pofTible  in  the  fpring,  and  to  detach  a  fuificient  force  from 
this  army  for  the  fecurity  of  Halifax,  'i  hefe  drains,  added 
to  that  to  the  fouthward,  from  whence  I  can  promife  myfelf 
little  afliiiance  to  the  main  army,  will  reduce  the  expefted 

ftrength 
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ftrength  for  the  campaign  fo  confiderably,  that  if  a  refpeft- 
able  lupply  of  troops  rrom  Europe  docs  not  arrive  foon  in  the 
I'pring,  another  defenfive  campaign,  I  conchide,  will  be  ihe 
confequence  ;  for  by  the  want  of  a  force  to  aft  early,  the  re- 
bel army  will  have  full  time  to  entrench  in  every  ftrong  pofi- 
tion  their  comn^anders  may  fix  upon  ;  in  which  cafe,  though 
we  ihould  get  polTeffion  of  New  York  without  refiftance,  we 
muft  not  expeft  to  carry  their  entrenched  camps  but  withcon- 
fiderable  lofs ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  army  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign  being  in  force,  would,  probably,  by  rapid 
movements,  bring  the  rebels  to  an  a£lion  upon  equal  terms, 
before  they  could  cover  themfelves  by  works  of  any  fignifi- 
cation.  The  ill  confequenccs  that  muft  arife  from  another 
defenfive  campaign  are  not  to  be  pointed  out  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  ;  bill  it  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  if  the  five  bat- 
talions under  Major  General  Clinton  are  joined  by  the  well- 
afFefted  inhabitants,  and  (hould  poHTefs  themfelves  of  any  ob- 
je<5l  that  it  may  be  important  to  hold,  I  (hall  not  prefume  to 
call  them  off  to  the  main  army,  imlefs  the  General  (hail 
reprefent,  that  the  inhabitants  are  able  to  maintain  their  fitua- 
tion,  although  the  King's  troops  (bould  be  withdrawn^ 

I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  with  a  proper  army  of  20,000 
men,  having  12,000  at  New  York,  6000  at  Rhode  Ifland^ 
and  2000  at  Halifax,  exclufive  of  an  army  for  the  province  of 
Q^iebec,  the  prefent  unfavourable  appearance  of  things  would 
probably  wear  a  very  different  afpe^  before  the  end  of  the  cn- 
fiiing  campaign.  With  fewer  troops,  the  fuccefs  of  any4rf- 
fenfive  operations  will  be  very  doubtful,  the  enemy  poiTefling 
advantages  that  will  not  be  readily  overcome  byafmall  force; 
neither  is- their  army  by  any  ways  to  be  defpifed,  having  in  it 
many  European  foldiers,  and  all,  or  moft  of  the  young  ftien 
of  fpirit  in  the  country,  who  are  exceedingly  diligent  and  at- 
tentive in  their  military  profeflion.  m 

Inclofed  are  copies  of  letters  of  the  13th  and  i8th  De- 
cember from  Governor  Tryon,  with  three  papers,  containing 
intelligence  from  him.  He  feents  pofitive  of  being  able  to  raife 
2000  men  upon  the  arrival  of  this  army  at  New  York,  who 
maybe  rendered  very  ufeful,  if  accompanied  by  his  perfoHat 
fer vices  in  the  field.  The  inclofed  extraft  from  my  anfwer  to 
the  governor,  and  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  &t 
Niagara,  I  hope  may  meet  with  his  Majefty's  approbation. 
I  beg  your  Lordftiip  will  honour  me  with  the  Km'g's com- 
mands refpeiling  the  bounty  rrioney,  payment,  and  cloathing 
6!  the  provincial  levies:  their  omcers  laft  war  ranked  with 
thofe  of  the  army  as  youngeft  in  their  refpeSive  degrees. 

U  3  Your 
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Your  LiMtlfliip  has  inclofed  a  (late  of  the  tranfports,  in* 
eluding  fuch  as  have  arrived  and  been  taken  into  his  Majefty's 
fervice^  in  confequence  of  the  duplicate  of  your  Lordfliip'g 
letter  of  the  22d  September ;  and  that  no  time  may  be  loft  in 
tranfporting  the  army  from  hence  to  New  York,  I  (ball  con- 
tinue to  take  up  ail  proper  veflels  that  can  be  got ;  but  I  do 
not  fupdofe  that  this  place  can  be  evacuated,  without  the  aid 
of  traniports  from  Europe.  One  great  difficulty  among  the 
many  in  this  operation,  will  be  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
who,  I  expe£i,  will  defire  to  be  removed,  with  their  eflFe£ls 
and  merchandize.  As  many  as  Governor  Legge  can  poffibly 
accommodate  and  provide  for  (hall  be  fent  to  Nova  Scotia. 

Having  lately  dilc<»vered  a  negotiation  of  property  between 
the  rebels  and  their  Iriends  in  this  town,  I  ufe  every  endea- 
vour to  ftop  it  ;  and  although  it  is  m>t  done  as  ciFedually  as 
I  could  with,  yet,  I  am  hopetul,  a  large  ilock  in  trade -may  be 
referved  until  I  have  ttie  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  inilruc- 
tions  for  my  future  condudl  in  this  buflncfs. 

By  accounts  from  the  rebel  army,  it  is  faid.  Major  Gene- 
ral Carleton  got  into  Quebec  on  the  20th  of  November,  and 
the  feafon  then  being  fo  far  advanced,  I  conclude  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  rebels  to  force  him  this  winter.  I  have 
fent  an  officer  who  may  be  depended  upon,  to  Halifax,  and 
from  thence  to  Q^icbec,  that  I  may  have  a  true  itate  of  the 
General's  fituation,  and  I  exped  his  return  by  the  beginning 
of  April. 

The  fix  miiling  companies  of  the  17th,  and  fix  companies 
of  the  55th  regiments,  arrived  the  30th  December,  in  the 
Grofvenor  and  Grand  Duke  of  Rulfia  traniports,  but  have 
not  had  any  account  of  the  other  four  companies  of  the  55tb 
regiment. 

From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  defigns  of  the  leaders  of  the 
rebels,  they  feem  determined,  fince  the  receipt  of  the  King's 
fpeech  among  them,  to  make  the  moil  diligent  preparations 
for  an  adive  war,  and  it  is  my  firm  opinion  they  will  not 
retrafl,  until  they  have  tried  their  fonune  in  a  battle,  and 
are  defeated :  but  I  am  under  the  necelfity  of  repeating  to  your 
Lordihip,  that  the  apparent  (trength  of  this  army  for  the 
fpring  does  not  flatter  me  with  the  hopes  of  bringing  the  ce» 
bels  to  a  decifive  adion. 

With  the  moll  perfcdl  refpeft,  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  Lordihip's  faithful 

and  molt  obedient  fervant, 

W.POWB. 

Cffy 
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Copy  of  a  Lff/erfr^m  Major  General  Howe  to  the  Earl  o/Dm* 
'  mputRy  dated  Bofton^  92u/ January  1776. 

[^Received  22d  February.} 

My  L0RD9 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  LordQiipi  that  his 
Majeftv'sfhip  Centurion  arrived  the  i8th  inftant,  and  that  (he 
Jpoke  three  weeks  ^go  with  the  Argp  tranfpori^.  having  t)ij«e 
companies  of  the  46th  regipnent  oj|  boardi  in  fpoi  health  at 
that  time. 

Major  General  Clinton  £|iled  the  20th  in  the  morning,  in 
the  Mercury  frigate,  the  Falcon  floop  being  before  fent  di- 
reftly  to  Cape  Fear,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  tranfports.  A 
copy  of  your  Lprdihip's  difpatch  of  the  22d  D£lober  is  ghren, 
as  the  principal  guidance  of  his  condu^,  while  loc^l  circuni- 
itances  and  good  intelligenpe  determin/s  him  in  purfulng'  the 
jmain  objeSs  of  his  expedition.  He  has  blank  commifliojns  fqr 
officers,  in  cafe  it  (bould  be  found  at  any  tjqne  advifeable  to 
embody  Provincial3  for  the  fcrvice ;  ^nd  I  have  fent  commif* 
(ions  to  three  gentlemen,  who  have  been  long  in  No^  Carp« 
lina,  to  fecure  the  attachment  of  the  Highlanders  fettled  in 
fhat  colony,  on  a  promjfe  froip  General  Gage  that  they  &puifi 
have  appomtments  in  the  fecond  battalion  of  Royal  Hjgh]U.94 
Emigrants,  to  be  formed  as  foon  as  the  firft  was  knowp  ^p  be 
completed,  which  it  has  been  for  fome  time,  as  app^rs  by 
colle<Sing  all  the  returns  received  in  their  difperfed  ntuation. 

In  profecution  of  Geperal  Gage's  intentions,  I  have  like- 
wife  iflbed  commiflfions  to  two  captains  in  this  corps,  who 
have  adually  raifed  theii*  companies  in  Nova  Scoti^,  ^ad  tp 
two  others  who  have  been  employed  on  the  regiment's  dujy, 
•and  whofe  complement  of  men  appears  alfo  to  be  railed. 
However,  I  (hail  proceed  no  further  in  fprmins  the  feqond 
battalion,  until  more  certain  accounts  of  their  TucceTs  in  re- 
cruiting are  receivf^d:  and  as  I  am  furni(hed  with  no  parti- 
cular inftrudions  concerning  this  corps,  I  could  wiih  tp  be 
honour^  with  his  Majefiy's  conmiands  relative  thereto. 

Robberies,  and  houfebreaking  in  particular,  had  got  to 
fuch  a  height  in  this  town,  that  fume  examples  had  become 
neceflary  to  fupprefs  it.  Two  foldiers,  late  of  the  S9th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  nave  been  tried,  convi^ed,  and  fentencpd  to 
jfufTer  death,  for  breaking  into  and  robbing  the  (lorehouies  of 
MefTrs.  Nathaniel  and  William  CofEn;  one  of  them  has  fuf- 
c  red  :  the  other,  Thoipas  Owen,  as  a  young  offender,  arid 
.having  other  circuo^jftatices  to  plead  in  his  la? our>  I  have 

U  4  thought 
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thought  proper  to  reprieve/confortningtothe  power  expreifiad' 
in  my  commiflion  as  follows  :  "  We  giving  you  power  to  r6* 

Irieve  any  perfon   under  fentence,  until  our  pleafure  be 
nown  :"  and  I  humbly  intreat  your  Lordfliip  to  recommend 
the  faid  Thomas  Owen  for  his  Majefty's  royal  pardon. 

I  am,  &c.  W,  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dzrtmouih  to  the  Honourable 
Major  General  Hovfty  dated  \Nf\i\Xt\iz\\y  i^th  Sept,  J775. 

[^ffw^rf  23^  January  I776,J 

SIR, 

BY  difpatches  "which  we  have  received  from  Governor 
Martin,  dated  in  the  month  of  July,  it  appears  that  notwith- 
(landing  he  has  been  reduced  to  the  humiliating  neceflity  of 
taking  refuge  on  board  his  Majefty's  (hip  Cruizcr  in  Capi 
Fear  river,  and  of  fubmitting  to  fee  his  Majefty's  fort  John- 
done  burnt  before  his  face,  within  gun-fliot  of  the  Cruizer, 
he  continues  to  be  of  opinion  that  if  he  was  fupported  with  a 
fmall  force,  and  a  large  fupply  of  arms,  and  fome  field-pieces, 
he  coijld  raife  a  body  of  men  in  that  colony,  fufficient  to  re- 
duce the  rebellious  lubjefts,  both  there  and  in  South  Carolina, 
to  obedience,  and  to  awe  the  colonies  of  Virginia,  and  pre- 
vent any  auxiliaries  being  fent  from  thence  to  the  northward. 
The  inclofed  extrafls  from  Governor  Martin's  letter  will 
more  fully  explain  to  you  what  he  fays  \  but  I  mud  confefs, 
J  think  he  is  much  too  fangnine ;  and  that  from  the  late  ad- 
vices of  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina,  there  is  not  much  ground 
to  hope  any  thing  confiderable  can  be  effected  there. 

Ashe  fpeaks,  however,  of  the  probability  of  fuccefs  with  to 
niuchconfidence,  it  has  been  thought  fit  to  order  a  fupply  of  . 
ten  thoufand  ftand  of  arras,  and  fix  light  field- pieces,  to  be 
fent  to  you,  without  lofsof  time,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  alwj 
ford  him  (uch  afliftance  in  that  particular  as  may  be  requifite  ; 
and  it  is  Majefty's  pleafure  that  if  you  find,  when  this  let^.. 
ter  reaches  you,  that  there  are  any  good  grounds  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fenaingto  North  Carolina  a  detachment  of  your  army» 
under  an  able  and  intelligent  officer,  would  have  the  gooti^ 
effeft  Mr.  Martin  feems  to  expe£t,  and  his  Majefty's  fervicp 
will  in  other  refpeAs  admit  of  it,  you  do  in  that  cafe  (eiid 
fuch  detachment,  confifting  of  one  battalion  at  Icaft,  toge-^ 
ther  with  the  arms  and  field- pieces  herewith  fent  tp  yoij  \  for 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  wliat  Mr.  Martip  fuggefts  can  be 
■  ""     effeaed, 
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effe£(ed,'  it  would  be  an  advantage  of  thegreateft  impottanccy 
next  to  the  regaining  our  ground  in  New- York. 

lam^&c.  Dartmouth. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major-general  Howe  to  the  Earl  of  Dart* 
mouth,  dated  Boflon,  2'^  January  1776. 
[^Received  22d  i'ebruary.J 

My  Lord, 

THE  box  containing  your  Lordfhip's  difpatches  by  the 
•Centurion  having  been  received  on  board  when  the  captain 
was  on  fhore,  by  a  miftake  of  the  fteward's,  was  put  into  a 
"ftore-room  without  the  captain's  knowledge,  which  has  occa- 
fioned  my  nor  getting  them  before  this  day. 

The  letters  from'your  Lordfhip  are  your  fecret  duplicate 
and  feparate  of  the  5th  September,  one  of  the  I5ih,  and  one 
df  the  22d  following. 

'Copies  of  letters  from  your  Lordfhip  to  the  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  of  the  22d  September  ;  from 
Lord  Rochford  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  of  the2ift 
September. 

Extrafls  from  your  Lordfhip  to  General  Gage,  of  the  2d 
Auguft  ;  two  from  Governoi*  Martin  of  30th  June  and  6th 
July ;  and  one  from  Lord  William  Campbell  of  i^.xh  July. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pownall,  of  the  26: h  Septem- 
ber, and  a  duplicate  from  him  of  the  8th;  a  liit  of  Indian 
goods  (hipped  on  board-the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruflia,  the  Grof- 
ycnor  and  Harcourt  tranfports;  the  two  firfl  are  arrived. 

A  liit  of  ftore-fliips  for  America,  alfo  a  difpatch  from  your 
Lordfhip  to  Governor  Martin,  which  (hall  be  forwarded  by 
Captain  Collet,  who  is  daily  expeded  from  Halifax,  and  will 
proceed,  without  lofs  of  time/ to  North  Carolina;  he  will 
alfo  be  the  bearer  to  General  Clinton  of  copies  of  the  extradts 
of  Governor  Martin's  letters  of  the  30th  June  and  6th  July. 

The  matter  contained  in  your  Lordfhip's  fecret  letteir  of  the 
5th  September  havifig  been  notified  to  me  in  a  former  letter,  I 
have  only  to  add  my  wifhes  that  a  part  of  the  foreign  troops 
therein  mentioned,  at  lead  8000,  may  be  fent  to  this  part  of 
America,  although  I  fearthey  cannot  arrive  for  the  carfy  ope* 
rations  of  the  campaign,  upon  which  the  fjjturc  fuccefs  of  it 
(o  much  depends ;  and  your  Lordfhip's  difpatch  of  the  22d 
Oflober  having  amply  fet  forth  the  bufinefs  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  15th  Sept'embifri  and  which  is  anfwered  in  mine 

of 
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€ii  the  i6th  inftant,  I  do  not  trouble  yoiir  Loidfliip  ivitii 

any  thing  further  upon  this  {uh]tSt,  The  other  lettersMO^ 
ceived  in  this  package  have  already  been  anfwered,  from  the 
early  receipt  of  your  Lordfhip's  letters  upon  the  fame  fubjed. 

The  inclofed  miemorial  from  the  ofEcers  in  the  marine  corps 
lervtng  in  tlie  army,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Lofd- 
ihip's  confideration  ;  and  if  your  Lordlhip  (hould  think  with 
me  that  there  is  not  any  impropriety  in  it,  that  you  would  be 
pleafed  to  lay  the  fame  before  his  Majefty.  It  is  my  duty  to 
add  that  the  officers  concerned  have  aaed  here  with  the  greats 
4sft  fpirit,  diligence,  and  attention  to  the  fervice. 

By  intelligence  received  this  morning  from  the  enemy'iS 
quarters,  I  learn  that  about  the  ifi  of  this  month  the  rebels, 
headed  by  Mr«  Montgomery,  made  an  aflSmit  upon  Quebec, 
and  that  they  entered  the  town,  but  were  repulied  with  ccci- 
iiderable  lofs,  by  their  own  acknowledgement.     Mr.  Moni- 

f  ornery,  with  many  other  officers,  and  feventy  men,  were 
illed  ;  Colonel  Arnold  and  three  hundred  wounded  and  ta« 
ken  prifoners.  Two  deferters  that  have  come  over  thisiiay 
confirm  the  above  intelligence,  and  further  fay  that  it.  has 
|}cen  publiflied  in  one  of  their  newfpapers. 

I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Howe  ta  the  5//r/  ^  Dartmouth, 
dated  on  board  his  Majejlys  Ship  Chatham,  Napteflctt 
Road,  21^  March  1776. 

[^Received  2d  May.] 

My  Lord, 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  am  obliged  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fhip,  that  after  all  my  ftruggles  to  fupply  the  army  with  prO- 
■Tifit)ns  from  the  fouthern  provinces  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
'from  whence  none  of  the  vertels  have  yet  returned,  and  after 
an  anxious  expeSation  of  more  tranfports  to  convey  the  troops, 
ftores,  civil  officers,  inhabitants,  and  efFecls,  the  enemy,  "by 
taking  pofleffion  ofj  and  fortifying  the  commanding  heights 
on  Oorche^er  Neck,  in  order  to  force  the  fliips  by  their  caft- 
non  to  quit  the  harbour,  has  reduced  me  to  the  ncceffity  eithfer 
r>f  expofmg  the  army  to  the  ^reateft  diftreffes,  by  remainii^g 
in  Bofton,  or  of  wiilidrawingtrom  it  under  fuch  ftraitene^lcir- 
curnftances.  The  importance  of  preferving  this  force,  when 
it  could  no  longer  aft  to  advantage,  dk\  not  leave  any  nxitn 
to  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  its  removal^  and  fince  my  d4S>- 

termination 


A.  1779.  DEBATES.  199 

ter^ifMHieii  ul»n  on  the  7th  inftant,  I  have  elated  every 
expedient  to  accomplifli  tbe arduous  taft:>  which  ivas  executes 
on  the  17th  following  in  the  fbrenoony  without  tlic  leafft  mo- 
leAation  from  the  rebels,  the  tranfports  having  been  previ« 
Qufly  watered,  and  fitted  for  Tea  in  every  refpeft,  excepting  the 
article  of  provifions,  in  the  view  of  comf  lying  with  his  Ma* 
jefiy's  commands  for  a  movement  from  Boflon,  as  foonas  I 
might  be  enabled  to  efied  it. 

In  order  10  explain  to  your  Lordftiip  more  clearly  the  ftaie 
I  was  reductfd  to  an  the  article  of  provifions,  I  have  enclofed 
a  return,  extri.£ied  from  the  commiifary  general's  reports  be- 
tween the  12th  of  February  and  4ih  of  March;  alfo  the 
tonnage  of  tranfports  at  the  time  of  embarkation. 

The  rebels  about  the  latter  extd  of  January  erefied  new 
works  and  batteries  on  a  point  of  land  oppofite  to  Weft 
Bofton,  at  a  place  known  bv  the  name  of  Fhipps's  Farm, 
which  laying  under  cover  of  their  ftrongcft  poits,  and  fo 
fituated,  as  to  be  fupported  by  their  whole  force  from  Cam- 
bridge, was  not  to  be  prevented  ;  foon  afterwards  the  militia 
of  the  country  was  called  in,  and  having  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  intended  to  poflefs  themfelves  ot  Dorcbetter  Neck,  I 
ordered  a  detachment  from  Cafile  William,  on  the  13th  of 
February,  under  the  commarid  of  Lieutenant  Cobnel  Leflie, 
nd  one  compofed  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  from  Bo- 
^on,  commanded  by  Major  Mufgrave,  to  pais  over  the  ice, 
with  direSions  to  deftroy  the  houles  and  every  kind  of  <:over 
whatever  upon  the  peninfula,  which  was  executed,  and  fix 
of  the  eneniy's  guard  made  prifoners. 

On  the  2d  inftant,  at  night,  the  rebels^began  a  cannonade 
upon  the  town,  from  Roxbury and Phipps's  Farm,  axxltiwew 
fome  (hells  from  both  places,  without  doing  any  perfonal 
damage,  and  but  little  to  the  buildings  ;  the  fame  was  re- 
peated on  the  evenings  of  the  3d  and  j(.tih,  by  which  only  Ak 
oien  were  wounded  ;  the  fire  being  returrved  from  our  batte- 
ries, but  at  fuch  a  diftance,  as  to  be  very  uncertain  in  the 
execution. 

It  was  difcovered  on  the  5th  in  the  morning,  tha?t  the  ene- 
my had  thrown  up  three  very  extenfive  works,  with  ftrong 
abbaties  round  them,  on  the  commanding  hill  on  Dorche- 
iter  Neck,  which  mull  have  been  the  employment  of  at  Icaft 
12,000  men,  in  a  fituation  fo  critical.  I  determined  -upon  an 
immediate  attack,  with  all  the  force  I  couWtranfport.  The 
.^rdour  of  the  troops  encouraged  me  in  this  hawrdous  cn- 
.terprize ;  regiments  were  expeditioufly  embarked  jon  board 
.    tranfports  to  iall  down  the  harbour^  and  flat  boats  were  to 

receive 
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receive  other  tranfports,  making  in  the  whole  2400  men,  fo 
rendezvous  at  Caftle  William,  from  whence  the  dercent  wa« 
to  be  made  in  the  night  of  the  5th  ;  but  the  wind  unfortu- 
nately coming  contrary,  and  blowing  very  hard,  the  (hips 
■were  not  able  to  get  to  their  deftination,  and  this  circum- 
fiance  alfo  making  it  impoflible  to  employ  the  boats,  the  at- 
tempt became  impradlicable. 

The  weather  continuing  boifterous  the  next  day  and  night; 
gave  the  enemy  time  to  improve  their  works,  to  bring  up  their 
cannon,  and  to  put  themfelves  into  fuch  a  ftate  ot  defence, 
that  I  could  promife  myfelf  little  fucccfs  by  attacking  them 
under  all  the  difadvantages  I  had  to  encounter ;  wherefore  I 
judged  it  mod  advifeable  to  prepare  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
town,  upon  the  affurance  of  one  month's  provifion  from  Ad- 
miral Shuldham,  who,  in  this  emergency,  as  he  has  on  every 
occafion,  offered  all  the  afliftance  he  could  afford. 

A  thoufand  difficulties  arofe  on  account  of  the  difpropdrw 
tion  of  tranfports  for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops,  the 
well  affeded  inhabitants,  their  moft  valuable  property,  and 
the  quantity  of  military  (tores  to  be  carried  away  ;  however, 
as  the  enemy  gave  no  interruption  but  during  the  nights,  and 
that  inconfiderable,  I  found  the  whole  in  readinefs  todepart 
on  the  14th,  if  the  wind  had  favoured,  and  affifted  by  the 
abilities  and  affiduity  of  Captains  Reynar  and  Montagu,  of 
his  Majefly's  (hips  Chatham  and  Fowey,  who  fuperintended- 
the  embarkation,  and  by  the  alacrity  of  the  o(Bcers  under 
them,  this  operation  was  effedled  on  the  17th,  and  the  reat 
guard  embarked  at  nine. o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  the 
ieaft  lofs,  irregularity,  or  accident.  Such  military  (lores  as 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  were  deftroyed,  and  the  utmoft 
expedition  is  now  ufing  10  get  ready  for  fea  in  the  bed  (late 
our  circumftances  will  allow  ;  the  admiral  having  all  rlie  (hips 
of  war  he  can  fpafe  from  the  convoy,  for  the  fecnrity  and  pro- 
tedion  of  fuch  veffels  as  may  be  bound  for  Bolton. 

Every  provifion  my  iituation  woula  afford  has  been  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  effects  ;  all  the  woollen  goods  alfo  that  I  could 
find  room  for,  belonging  to  thofe  who  chofe  to  (lay  behinc), 
the  want  of  which  is  more  diftrcHing  to  the  enemy  than  any 
olhcr  article  whatever,  has  been  Ihipped  ;  inventories  of 
them  taken  in  the  belt  manner  poflible,  and  put  under  the 
charge  of  proper  perfons,  in  order  to  be  hereafter  ftored.  The 
demoiitioii  ot  ihe  cafllc  has  been  effccUially  executed,  andan 
armed  Ihip  is  fcnt  by  the  admiral,  exprefs,  to  advife  the  dif- 
ferent governors  on  the  continent  of  this  removal. 

Halifax^ 
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Hhlifax,  though  ftripped  of  provifions  during  the  winter, 
and  aiFo/ding  few  conveniencies  to  fo  numerous  a  body,  is 
the  only  place  w-here  the  army  can  remain  until  fupplies  ar- 
rive from  Europe.  My  tirfl:  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  town,  and  his  Majefty's  dock-yard,  and  to  en- 
able Governor  Legge  to  overcome  the  fpirit  of  difafFe^ion 
which  has  lately  appeared  in  the  northern  parts  of  Nova  Scotia; 
after  which,  i  conclude  that  three  battalions,  with  Gore- 
ham's  and  Maclean's  corps,  will  be  a  fufficient  force  for  its 
protedlion. 

I  fhall  alfo  detach  three  regiments  to  Qiiebec,  as  foon  as 
the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  becomes  praSica«. 
ble,  if  I  do  not,  in  the  mean  time,  hear  any  thing  to  the  con- 
trary from  Europe.  The  remainder  of  the  army,  which  af- 
ter thefe  detachments  are  made,  may  confift  of  about  5000 
men^  including  flck,  will  be  held  in  readinefs  to  proceed  to 
New  York,  when  enabled  by  a  fupply  of  provifions,  and  an 
addition  of  tranfports  fufHcient  for  that  undertaking :  and  al- 
though the  force,  according  to  the  prefent  eftimation,  intend- 
ed to  go  on  this  fervice,  is  too  fraall  to  expedl  more  from  it 
than  the  poiTeflion  of  the  town,  which,  in  itfelf,  is  a  mod  im- 
portant poft,  I  (hail  attempt  it  at  all  hazard  as  foon  as  pofli- 
ble,  apprehend iiig  it  will  be  more  advifeable  to  purfue  this 
meafure  without  dtlay,  than  by  waiting  for  reinforcements 
from  Europe,  whereof  I  have  no  certainty,  to  give  the  rebels 
time  to  form  an  army  in  the  province  of  New  York,  and  to 
check  the  encouragement  they  will  receive  from  the  apparent 
inadlivity  of  the  King's  army  retired  to  Halifax,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  the  contrary  efFedl  it  may  have  upon  the  few  friends 
to  government  remaining  there. 

I  am  julUy  fenfible  how  much  more  conducive  it  would  be 
to  his  Maje(iy*s  fervice,  if  the  army  was  in  a  fiiuation  to  pn>- 
cecd  immediately  to  New  York  ;  but  the  prefent  condition  of 
the  troops,  crowded  in  tranfports,  without  regard  to  conve- 
ijiencies,  the  inevitable  dilforimenf  of  ftores,  and  all  the  in- 
cumbrances with  which  I  am  clogged,  efFedually  difable  me 
from  the  exertion  of  this  force  in  any  offenfive  operations,  al- 
though I  (hould  receive  a  fupply  of  provifions  before  my  de-- 
Earturc  from  hence,  which  coniideraiions,  I  hope,  will  lead 
is  Majefty  to  approve  of  my  determination. 
Unlefs  thefe  fupplies  are  fent  under  convoy,  or  of  force  to 
defend  themfelvts,  they  will  become  very  precarious,  as  the 
icbqls  have  greatly  increafcd  their  naval  itrength  ;  and  I  ferf 
that  many  of  thofe  now  on  their  voyage  will  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  notwiihilanding  all  the  efforts  which  his  Ma-^ 
5  jelty^s 
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jefty's  ArpSy  unequal  in  point  of  number  to  the  fervice  they 
are  upon,  can  make.  In  this  perfuafion,  I  humbly  fubinit  toi 
your  Lordfiiip  whether  it  would  not  be  an  advifeable  mcarurey 
to  order  all  convoys  direSIy  to  Halifax,  from  whence  they 
may  proceed  with  more  certainty  to  the  future  deftination  of 
the  army. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  lad  commands  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  your  Lordfliip,  are  dated  the  Q/lA  of 
Oftober,  which  will  ferve  to  (hew  the  difficulties  (hips  bound 
to  this  port  have  met  with  on  the  coaft,  many  whereof,  i 
karn  by  the  mailer  of  a  veflel  juft  arrived  here,  have  beeh 
forced  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  no  lefs  than  37  fail  of  diflFertnc 
kincis  were  at  Antigua  the  lafl  of  this  month,  when  he  left 
that  ifland. 

I  fball  not  fail  to  write  as  fully  as  poffible  to  your  Lord* 
ibip  from  Halifax.  I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe* 

P.  S*  The  tranfports  which  brought  over  the  27th  regi<; 
ment  are  arrived  from  Halifax,  in  confeqiience  of  orders  fent 
to  Brigadier  MaiTey,  fome  time  ago,  and  will  afford  great  le^ 
lief  to  the  army  in  its  prefent  crowded  (late* 


State  of  Provifions  remaining  in  Store  at  Buflon,  on  the  Jith^  . 
l^thy  26th  ^February,  and  /^h  March,  17769 per  Returns  of 
thoje  Dates  y  received  from  the  Comm'*ffary  General  of  Stores  ; 
Jbewing  how  long  the  fame  will  viSfual  11,000  Men. 

Feb.  1 2th,  1776.  Beef  and  pork,  35  days;  wheat  flour,  73 
days;  bread,  12  days;  butter  and  cheefe  13  days;  oiU 
32  days;  fplit  peafe,  peafe  and  oatmeal,  2  days;  barley, 
fuet,  rice  and  railins,  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  general 
hofpitals, 

Feb.  19th.  Beef  and  pork  29  days ;  wheat  flour,  65  days  ; 
bread,  12  days  ;  butter  and  cheefe,  12  days ;  oil,  32  days-;. 
fplit  peafe,  peafe  and  oatmeal,  9  days ;  barley,  fuet,  rioe  and 
raifins,  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  general  hofpital. 

Feb.  26th.  Beef  and  pork,  22  days  ;  wheat  flour,  68  days  ; 
bread,  1 2  days;  butter  and  cheefe,  al moll  6  days  ;  oil,  3^ 
d^ivs;  fplit  peafe,  peafe  and  oatmeal,  almofl  6  days  ;  barley* 
fuet,  rice  and  raifins,  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  general 
hofpitaK  ■<'• 

%Iarch  4th.   Beef  and  pork,  almofl  17  days ;  wheat  and  flotil'* 

'  al  molt  63  days ;  bread,  16  days;  butter  and  cheefe,  alnttdl 

i2dayfi^; 
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12  days ;  oil,  32  days  ;  fplit  peafe,  peafe  and  oatmeal,  10 
days;  rice,  27  days;  fuet,  barley  and  raifins,  referred  for 
the.ufeof  the  general  hofpital. 

(Signed)        W.  Howi- 

Cspytfa  Lettirfrtmthe  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Major  General 
Howe,  «/tf/^^  Whitehall,  27/^  Oaober  1775. 

[Received  oibth  March  1776.J 
SIR, 

IT  being  judged  expedient  that  in  order  to  forward  the  re- 
cruiting for  the  regin^ents  ferving  in  North  America,  the 
commilTion  and  non-commiffion  officers  appointed  to  one  of 
the  additional  companies  ftould  be  fent  to  Great  Britain  by 
the  earlieft  opportunity ;  and  alfo  that  one  or  more  commiu 
fioned  officers,  as  you  mall  think  proper,  (hould  be  fent  home 
ftom  each  corps  to  affilt  in  efcorting  the  recruits  from  hence  as 
otcafion  (hall  require :  I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  fig- 
nifyto  you  his  Majeftv's  pleafure,  that  vou  do  conmlt  with 
the  commander  in  chief  oi  his  Majefty*s  mips  in  North  Ame- 
rica upon  ^hc  bed  means  of  finding  a  paffage  for  fuch  of  the 
fiid  commiffion  and  non-commiffion  officers  as  are  to  come 
from  Bofton  and  its  neighbourhood,  either  on  board  any  of 
his  Majefty's  large  (hips  of  war  that  may  be  under  orders  to 
return  to  England,  or  on  board  fuch  tranfport  veflels  as  you 
may  be  able  to  fpare  at  the  time  this  letter  will  reach  you. 

With  regard  to  thofe  which  are  to  come  from  Florida,  be- 
ing only  three  commiffion  and  three  non-commiffion  officers, 
fuch  allowance  muft  be  made  to  them  as  will  enable  them  to 
defray  the  expence  of  their  paflfage  on  board  any  (hips  that 
may  offer  from  either  of  thofe  provinces,  unlefs  they  (hall  find 
it  more  convenient  to  repair  to  Bofton  or  New  York,  in  which 
cafe  they  will  take  their  palTagc  with  the  reft,  the  numbers  of 
^hich,  according  to  the  return  made  to  me  by  the  war-, 
office,  will  be  as  follows,  viz, 

.   From  Boflon  and  the  neighbourhood. 

Officer i.  Officer*,   ■ 

18th  and  59th  regiments        -  -    51  124 

Aiklhibnal  companies  t>f  18  battalions       36*  72    ^ 

Officers  to  return  home  on  duty,  at  leaft.  18 

Florida  ^ — 105         ■   .196 

One  Regiment        -        -        •        .    •         ^  4 
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It  !s  prefumed  that  befldes  the  abovementioned  commiflion 
and  non-commiflfion  officers,  there  may  be  a  confiderable  num* 
ber  of  invalids  and  difcharged  men,  which  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent to  fend  home  at  the  fame  time,  and  likewife  fome  commif- 
fion  officers,  who  may  have  leave  to  return,  you  will  therefore 
include  them  in  any  eftimate  you  (hall  form  for  the  freight 
that  will  be  wanted  ;  and  I  hope  that  a  fufiicicnt  quantity  of 
Ihipping  may  be  fpared,  without  the  hazard  of  fending  any 
from  hence  at  this  late  feafon  of  the  year. 

Inclofed  I  fend  you  his  Majefty*s  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  upon  the  opening  of  the  feffion  yefterday,  toge- 
ther with  their  addrefles  in  return  thereto,  which  I  hope  will 
have  theefFeft  to  convince  the  leaders  of  rebellion  in  America , 
of  the  firm  refolution  of  every  branch  of  the  legiflature,  to 
maintain  the  dignity  and  authority  of  parliament,  and  bpei^ 
the  eyes  of  thofe  who  haVe  been  mifled  by  their  wicked  arti- 
fices. 

You  will  fee  by  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  that  motion  is  made 
of  negociation  with  foreign  powers  for  auxiliary  troops;  but 
it  is  with  great  concern  1  acqtiaint  you  that  our  profpeJl  of 
fucceedingin  our  treaty  with  the  Emprefsof  Ruffia,of  which 
we  had  fo  good  an  expectation,  is  at  bed  but  doubtful,  and  ia. 
the  prcfent  fituation  is  a  circumftanceof  much  embarraiTmeiit 
and  difappointment. 

I  am,  &c.  Dartmouth. 


Copv  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  DdirXmowxh  to  the  Honburabk 
Major-general  Howe,  dat.d  Whitehall,  Sth  Nov.  1775. 

[Received  26th  March  1776.] 
SIR,      •  '    •'     ., 

SINCE  my  letter  to  you  of  the  22d  of  Oflober,  tripUcare  ' 
of  which  I  inclofe,  the  plan,  the  objeS,  and  the  probaole  fifi  ;■: 
fe£l  of  the  intended  expedition  to  the  fouthern  provinces  hzfe\. 
been  maturely  confidered,  and  the  King  has  thought  fit  that" 
the  force  ihould  be  augmented  by  an  addition  of  the  28th  aniii'; 
46ih  regiments  j  fo  that  the  whole  will  confift  of  feven 
regiments. 

It  has  been  found  upon  examination,  that  Cape  Fear  River 
will  not  admit  ihips  of  a  large  d.au^^ht  of  water,  on  account 
of  its  bar  ;  fo  large  a  body  of  troops  therefore  cannot  receive 
from  the  fleet  that  is  to  accompany  them  that  protection  and 
alliftance  which  is  neccflary  in  their  difembarkation,  and  con- 

fequently 
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fequently  there  is  much  doubt  whether  the  objed  of  fending 
a  force  there  can  be  accomplished.^ 

As  my  letter  to  you,  however,  direSs  that  the  general  of- 
ficer who  is  to  have  the  command  (hould  repair  to  Cape 
Fear,  the  regiments  from  hence  will  be  direded  to  proceed 
thither,  and  the  commander  in  chief  will  be  inftruSed  to 
confer  with  Governor  Martin,  and  coniider  whether  it  will 
be  practicable  to  effed  any  eflential  fervice  in  North  Carolina^ 
with  fuch  a  part  of  the  army  as  can  be  (:onveniently 
landed. 

Should  that  be  the  cafe,  he  will  proceed  with  the  reft  of 
the  troops,  dr  otherwife  with  the  whole  of  them,  to  South 
Carolina,  and  after  advifmg  with  the  governor  upon  the  beft 
means  of  executing  the  fervice  he  is  fent  upon,  according 
to  the  inftrudions  he  will  receive  from  me,  he  will  either 
land  the  troops  at  Charles  Town,  or  proceed  to  Port  Royal 
harbour. 

Tb:  indofed  copies  of  my  letters  of  yefterday's  date  to 
Governor  Martin  and  Lord  William  Campbell,  will  not 
only  ppint  out  to  you  the  orders  I  have  given  to  them  re- 
fpedmg  this  expeoition,  but  will  alfo  explain  to  you  our 
ideas  of  the  poflible  advantage  that  is  to  be  expeded  from 
it :  I  fay  of  the  poflible  advantage,  becaufe  the  effed  of  it 
is  verv  precarious. 

If  nowever  it  (hould  fucceed  according  to  the  afTurances 
that  have  been  given  us, '  in  encouraging  the  friends  of 
government  to  (land  forth  in  the  defence  orthe  cbnftitution, 
and  in  enabling  them  to  wreft  the  fword  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  rebels,  it  will  be  a  great  point  gained.  But  even  if  it 
(hould  fail  of  that  confequence,  it  can  have  no  efFe£t  to 
weaken  the  operation  to  the  northward,  as  there  are  many 
fituatioos  in  the  fouthern  provinces  where  the  arm/  may  be 
pofted  with  great  fecurity,  and  with  every  advantage  of  a 
healthy  climate,  until  the  feafon  arrives  for  their  joining  the 
bod|Y  of  forces  under  your  command,  a  junAion  that  will  be 
made  with  greater  advantage,  and  at  a  much  earlier  period 
than  it  could  be  from  England. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dartmouth, 


Vot.  X.  X  Co/y 
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Copy,  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Greorge  Germain  fo  the  Hoh^  Maj^r 

General lioYre,  dated  WhiiehaW,  iSthHoy.  1775. 

[Received  2tth  March  1776.] 

SIR, 

Lieutenant  General  Gage  arrived  here  the  14th'  inftant; 
and  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  King  your  diC- 
patches  of  the  5th  and  Qth  Oftober. 

\i  was  a  great  fatisfa£tion  to  me  to  receive,  fo  early  after 
my  coming  into  office,  your  ideas  of  the  plan  of  operatibhsin 
the  enfuing  fpring,  and  of  the  force  neceiTary  for  carrying 
that  plan  into  execution. 

Every  eifort  will  be  u(ed  to  fend  you  as  early  as  pofliUb 
the  reinforcement  that  will  be  wanted  \  and  although  our  ne- 
gotiation for  foreign  auxiliaries  has  not  fucceeded  according 
to  our  expeSations,  and  our  recruits  come  in.  but  flowl^f 
y«t  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  are  not  deceived  in  tb#  (iro- 
pofitions  which  have  been  made  for  raiting  fome  new  corpSf 
and  the  engagements  which  have  been  entered  into  for  pf<v> 
curing  levies  in  Germany,  we  (hall  enable  you  to  t^ke  tht 
field  with  an  army  of  20,000  men- 

Of  the  five  regiments  which  were  under  orders  to  faiilTi^ofi 
Cork  for  America,  in  the  couffe  of  laft  month,  the  I7tn, 
a7th|  and  55th,  have  proceeded  upon  their  voyage ;  but  die 
2otb  and  4JDth  having  been  forcea  by  contrary  winds  to  put 
back,  the  King  has  thought  fit  to  add  them  to  the  anhamenft 

Preparing  for  an  expedition  to  the  fouthem  Colonies,  and  I 
ope  that  before  the  end  of  this  month,  the  troops  defiinedfoT 
that  fervice  will  have,  been  embarked. 

All  the  advices  which  have  been  received  of  the  fbieof  the 
fotithcrn  provinces,  fi'nce  the  fird  id^a  of  that  expedition  wiais 
taken  up,  tend  to  (hew  the  propriety  of  it,  and  to'confir^us 
in  our  hopes,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  advants^e  anid 
fuccefs  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  whole  or  the  greateft 
part  of  the  regiments,  employed  upon  that  occafion,  will  join 
the  army  under  your  command  much  earlier,  and  in  a  better 
ffate  for  fervice,  than  if  they  were  fent  from  hence  in  the 
fpring. 

I  am,  &c. 

.  Georci  Germxtk. 

E:iiraa 
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l^xtraB  vf  a  Utier fr$m  Lard  OebiCgi  Germain  to  Maior  Ge^ 

neral  Howq«  dated  Whitehall,  5/*  January  1776. 

\Remved  Tbth  March*] 

I  WAS  preparing  to  write  to  you  by  a  fbtp  of  war  under 
brders  for  Bo(ton,  when  Major  Qenerid  Buigoyne  arrived 
here  on  the  2^th  of  December,  with  your  difpatcbes^  by  the 
Boyne,  whicn  have  been  laid  before  the  King. 

The  reafons  you  ailign  for  not  removing  from  Bofion,  in 
confequence  of  Lord  Dattmouth's  letters  of  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, fully  juftify  your  refolution  on  that  head ;  and  from 
the  beft  judgment  1  am  able  to  form  of  things^  as  they  now 
appear,  I  am  inclined  to  thinks  that  even  if  you  could  have 
procured  a  fufficient  quantity  of  (hipping  to  Inive  effefted  an 
evacuation  of  the  place  in  the  manner  you  fugseft,  it  would 
have  been  foir  manv  reafons  an  unadvifable  meaiure. 

Your  ideas  for  the  plan  of  operation  for  the  army  under 
your  command  in  the  enftiing  campaign,  are^  in  general,  ap-* 
proved  by  the  King :  but  I  (hall  write  to  you  more  fully  upoti 
that  fubjied  in  a  l^arate  letter,  confining  myfelf,  at  preient, 
to  the  conlideration  of  thofe  pans  of  your  letters  which  fu|(- 
geft  the  means  of  atigme^ting  your  force  to  what  is  necefiaty 
for  that  plan )  and  to  an  explanation  of  the  arrangements  w^ 
itire  makmg  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  fupplying,  as  far  as  is 
pra£ticable,  the  feVeral  articles  of  which  yoii  have  made  re- 
quifition. 

By  your  calculation,  the  number  of  men  wanting  to  cbnef* 
plete  the  feveral  battalions^  ftated  in  your  paper  of  diftribu* 
tion,  fo  that  each  battalion  (hall  have  500  men  iqt  the  fieldf 
amounts  ta6io6  men  t  but  as  the  plan  of  aiigirientation,  by 
incorporating  100  men  into  each  battalion  from  the  fortigd 
troops  in  Britifh  pay>  is  liable  to  many  obje&iorisi  from  & 
iiature  and  cuftom  of  their  fervice ;  and  I  c^not  yet  fay^ 
whether  it  will  be  pradicable  to  eet  any  affi(hnce  from  thie 
inilitia  in  the  manner  yoii  propoie  ;  you  muft  depend  for  tte 
augmentation  you  wilh  upon  the  number  of  levied  that  will 
be  raifed  bv  recruiting,  (wnich,  t  am  forry  to  fay^  got^  on 
flowly)  aild  upon  fuch  additional  battalions  as  we  Ihalt  be 
able  to  fend  you.  You  a^e  therefore  to  add  to  the  42d  regi- 
ment, which  will  be  1060  men  complete,  two  other  batta- 
lions of  1000  each,  which  will  be  raifed  iipori  a  plan  propofed 
by  General  Fra^er,  and  approved  by  the  King,  and  which  it 
is  hoped  will  be  ready  to  embark  forBofton,  with  the  4ad 
tegimentj  early  in  the  month  of  ApriL 

■  Xa  You 
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You  will  alfo  be  fiirniihed  with  an  additional  battalioft 
from  the  artnament  going  out  upon  an  expedition  to  the  foil- 
thern  colonies,  which  now  confifts,  as  you  will  fee  by  the 
inclofed  copy  of  my  letter  of  inftru£l)ons  to  Major  General 
Clinton,  of  feven  regiments ;  and  therefore  admitting  that  it 
fhould  become  neceiiary  to  leave  two  regiments  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  fand  I  truft  it  will  not  be  neceffary  to  leave  more) 
there  will  be  one  battalion  colleded  from  that  fervice  more 
than  you  have  included  in  your  calculation. 

The  addition  of  General  Frazer's  corps,  and  of  onebatta-* 
lion  from  the  fouthern  expedition,  and  iuppofing  the  recruits 
to  amotmt  to  2coo  men,  will  make  an  augmentation  to  your 
force  of  about  4400  men ;  and  I  fpeak  with  fome  degree  of 
confidence,  when  I  fay,  that  I  truft  we  iball  be  able  to  fend 
you  a  feparate  corps  of  foreign  troops,  not  lefs  than  io,ooo 
men  ;  for  although  our  negociation  with  RuflTia  has  failed,  we 
are  now  in  treaty  with  other  ftates  for  different  corps,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  17,000  men,  and  I  think 
thofe  treaties  are  brought  fo  near  to  an  iffue,  that  they  can- 
not fail. 

The  additional  quantity  of  tonnage  of  (hipping  which  you 
flate  to  be  wanting  for  the  entire  evacuation  of  Bofton,  is  very 
large ;  but  it  will  in  great  meafure,  if  not  altogether,  be 
fupplied  by  the  (lore  fhips  already  gone  out,  and  by  a  much 
greater  number  that  are  now  preparing  to  be  feni,  all  which 
will  be.at  your  difpofal  after  they -arrive,  and  h^ye  landed  their 
cargoes ;  but  ihould  thefe  not  be  enough,  means  will  be  found 
to  lupply  the  deficiency. 

Your  demand  for  waggons  and  horfes  involves  a  greater 
difficulty  ;  for  I  am  forry  to  fay,  I  think  it  is  impoflible  to  be 
complied  with,  in  the  extent  in  which  it  is  Rated  ;  and  there- 
fore I  could  wifh  to  be  fatisfied  in  my  own  mind,  that  it  is 
pox  neceifary,  and  that,  fuppofmg  the  worft  to  happen,  the 
'  nature* of  ttie  operations  will  be  fuch,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  fervice  for  which  waggons  and  horfes  are  demanded  may 
be  performed  by  water  carriage. 

With  this  hope,  I  have  preifed  forward  the  fupply  of  flat- 
hottomed  boats^  of  which  32  are  already  fent  out,  and  alfo 
JO  yawls,  and  as  maliy  cutters,  and  40  more  boats  are  now 
in  hand,  and  will  be  ready  to  go  out  by  the  Hrit  Ihips.  Some 
horfes;  however,  for  the  ufe  of  the  artillery,  and  for  the  car- 
riage of  tents,  muft  he  procured,  and  I  Ihall  confult  General 
Harvey  and  General  Burgoyne,  as  to  the  numbers  that  will  be 
V anted  tor  that  purpofc. 

UpOQ 
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Upon  inquiring  at  the  office  of  ordnanccy  I  find  that  the 
demand  made  in  Auguft  lad,  for  intrenching  tools,  and  of 
thofe  articles  that  were  wanting  in  the  engineer's  department, 
had  been  fapplied  :  direSions,  however,  will  be  given  for  a 
fecond  fupply  of  the  fame  fort,  and  for  dotible  the  quantity 
of  thofe  articles  of  that  fupply  which  were  on  board  the 
Nancy  brig. 

With  regard  to  the  fupply  of  provifions,  forage,  and  other 
fiores,  dated  in  the  returns  you  have  tranfraitted  to  me^  the 
care  of  that  bufinefs  belongs  to  the  treafury  department,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  utmoft  a£livity  will  be  ufed  in  ^ery 
(lep  that  is  neceflary  to  be  taken. 

it  is  impoflible  to  turn  one's  thoughts  to  Canada  without 
regretting  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  tbe  King's  aflfairs  in 
that  country,  and  lamenting  the  obfta^s  which  prevented 
the  execution  of  the  mcafure  you  had  with  fo  proper  a  zeal 
propofed  for  the  fafety  of  it,  and  which,  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
could  not  have  failed:  but  when  1  fay  this,  I  am  not  to  pre- 
fume  that  Admiral  Graves  had  not  good  rcafons  for  refufing 
to  adopt  it ;  at  the  fame  time,  hoping,  that  whatever  his  rei- 
fons  were,  they  will  be  fully  inquired  into  in  the  proper  de- 
partment. 

My  bufinefs  is  to  confider  the  means  by  which  Qiiebec,  if 
poffible,  may  be  relieved,  or  if  loft,  how  we  may  recover  it : 
bat  as  it  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  explain  to  you  all  the  fteps  I 
have  taken  for  that  purpofe,  I  will  only  fay,  that,  indepen- 
dent of  the  elTorts  we  (hall  make  very  early  to  relieve  the 
town,  I  hope,  that  by  the  firft  or  fecond  week  in  Mardh,  we 
tiiall  be  able  to  fend  General  Carleton  at  leaft  10,000  men. 

The  King  approves  the  arrangement  youpropofe,  in  re- 
fpeiS.  to  an  adjutant  general  and  a  quarter  maixer  general,  and 
alfo  your  attention  to  Major  Rogers,  of  whofe  firmnefs  and 
fidelity  we  have  received  further  teftimony  from  Governor 
Tryon,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  you  will  find  the  means 
of  making  him  ufeful. 

Lieutenant  Bourmafter's  behaviour  does  him  great  credit, 
and  1  will  not  fail  to  recommend  him  to  Lord  Sandwich  ;  in 
the  mean  time,  I  have  communicated  to  the  Lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty what  you  fay  of  that  gentleman  in  an  official  letter, 
and  alfo  what  you  reprefeut  of  the  neceffity  of  fendins  out  fea- 
men,  to  complete  the  tranfports  to  their  proper  numbers,  and 
'  your  ideas  ot  the  propriety  of  augmenting  the  number  of  fe9« 
'inen  on  board  the  King's  (hips  to  a  war  eftablifhment. 

I  am  to  fuppofe  that  Admiral  Graves  had  gpod  reafons  for 
the  ftep  he  took  to  deftroy  the  town  of  palmQUthi  and  that  he 
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^id  not  proceed  to  that  extremity  without  an  abfolute  refufal 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  to  comply  with  thofe  requifi-^ 
lions  dated  in  the  mders  he  received  from  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
uniraltyy  which,  however,  does  not  appear  from  any  account 
J  have  feen  of  that  tranfaftion. 

In  your  letter  of  the  26th  November,  No.  2,  you  define 
inore  particular  diredions,  in  regard  to  the  effeds  and  mer? 
chandife  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  on  which  head  it  is  the 
King's  pleafure,  that,  if  praSicable,  the  whole  (hould  be  re- 
«mov^  and  put  into  (lore,  either  at  Halifax,  or  fome  other 
^lace  of  iafety,  fo  that  the  Britifh  merchant  may  have  a  chance, 
at  lead,  to  recover  fome  of  the  property  for  which  he  can  ne- 
ver ibe  paid.  At  the  fame  time,  I  am  to  repeat  to  you  what 
was  laid  of  Mr.  PownaU's  letter,  that  you  muft  ufe  your  own 
"difcretion,  according  as  circumdances  (ball  point  out  at  tbe 
ihne  of  your  removal ;  for,  however  defirable  it  may  be  that 
thofe  goods  and  merchapdife  (hould  be  fecured,  it  is  an  ob- 
•ied  that  muft  not  be  attended  to,  if  it  (hould  be  found  to 
pe  accompanied  with  fuch  di(Eculty,  as  to  create  any  embar- 
-laffment  or  hazard  in  your  removal ;  for  fuppofing  fuch  a 
cafe,  the  dedrudlion  of  thefe  goods  and  merchandiie  will  be 
ifullyjuftified. 

With  reg^d  to  the  battalion,  and  detachment  of  artillery, 
ferving  in  North  America,  it  is  to  be  underftood  that  yoa 
'ido  Qot  fill  up  any  vacancies  but  in  the  rank  of  fecond  lieu? 
tenants,  in  which  rank  you  may  grant  commiflions,  and  alfb 
irt  all  other  corps,  below  the  rank  of  a,  field  officer,  v^hicb 
conimi(fions  will  be  confirmed  by  bis  Majefly. 


^xfra^  of  a  tetter  from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, dated  Halifax,  25/A  April  1776. 
iReceived  j^h  June. J 

BY  the  arrival  of  the  Milford  in  Nanta(ket-Road,  on  tbe 
26th  March,  I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordfhip's  difpatche^ 
pf  the  5th  January,  with  a  copy  of  his  Majefty's  in(lru£lioDS 
for  Major  General  Clinton's  conduft  to  the  fouthward,  as 
well  as  other  letters,  dup!ic:|tes,  and  inclofures  of  a  diftant 
date,  which  I  4efer  anfwering  by  the  prefent  conveyance,  oJF 
a  fmall  unarmed  (loop  returnmg  to  England,  in  the  ferviceof 
ihe  navy,  as  I  intend  to  write  fully  by  the  Harriet  packet 
lately  arrived,  and  to  fail  in  a  few  days  with  Governor  Legge; 
wherefore  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  in  this  to  a  few  particulars 
^nofe  immediately  necelfary  to  be  conununicated  to  vour 
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Lordfhip  for  his  Majefly's  information,  accotnpanied  by  du- 
plicates of  my  difpatch  from  Nantaiket,  to  be  |3elivercd  by 
Judge  Brown. 

Thq  47th  regiment  of  foot  failed  from  hence  the  20th  ini- 
ftant  for  Quebec,  under  convoy  of  the  Niger  frigate,  which 
may  be  a  feafonable  relief,  Ihould  it  arrive  before  the  force 
fent  from  England  early  in  the  fpring,  as  mentioned  in  your 
Lordlhip's  letter  of  the  5th  January.  Captain  Stanton  of 
the  14th  infantry,  who  arrived  here  on  the  21ft,  in  the  Har^ 
riet  packet,  informs,  that  this  reinforcement  was  a  regiment 
of  foot,  and  as  I  truft  that  two  regiments  will  be  fufficient  to 
prefeive  the  town,  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Europe 
intended  for  that  quarter,  I  do  not  propofe  fending  any  more, 
from  hence.  The  officer  who  fet  out  for  Quebec  in  the  win- 
ter, as  taken  notice  of  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth  of 
the  i6th  of  January,  not  being  yet  returned,  I  have  no  ac- 
count of  any  kind  from  thence. 

The  fleet  and  tranfports  failed  in  two  divifions  from  Nan- 
taflcet-Road,  the  laft  with  the  Admiral  on  the  27th  of  March, 
and  got  in  here  the  fecond  indant.  But  I  am  forry  to  inform 
your  Lordihip,  that  a  brig  loaded  with  valuable  goods,  chiel^y 
belonging  to  perfons  deemed  to  be  highly  difafFe£led  to  go- 
vernment, and  not  being  ready  to  fail  with  the  fleet,  has  been 
fince  taken  by  three  armed  vefllels,  after  parting  company  with 
the  Niger  frigate  left  to  convoy  her,  and  fome  other  veifels  iri 
the  fame  fituation.  A  midfliipman  was  on  board,  with  a 
ferjeant  and  twelve  foldiers,  for  her  proteSion,  w(|ip,  after 
defending  themfelves  with  great  obftmacy,  were  at  length 
compeil^  to  furreiider.  We  feel  this  lofs  the  more  at  pre- 
fent,  as  there  were  a  quantity  of  (hoes  on  board,  which  are 
much  wanted  for  the  foldiery,  as  well  as  woollen  j^rticjes^ 
that  would  have  been  very  ufeful  to  then?. 

By  fome  mailers  of  venels,  who  had  been  prifoners  at  Sa- 
lem, and  obtained  liberty  to  return  to  England,  we  learn, 
that  the  rebel  general  is  gone  to  New  York  with  a  part  of 
his  army,  having  before  detached  a  large  reinforcement  to 
Canada,  and  thofe  left  behind  were  ere{ling  works  upon 
Fort  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Bofton.  By  the  arrival  here  of 
Captain  Wallace,  commanding  the  Rofe  frigate,  I  aip  alfo 
informed  that  the  rebels  are  fortifying  Rhode  Ifland ;  bt)t  J 
do  not  apprehend  they  can  prevent  his  Maje(ly*s  troops  from 
taking  poffeffion  of  it,  when  the  ftrength  of  the  army  will 
admit  of  a  divifion  for  .that  important  lervice^  as  if  c^n  be 
approached  by  Clipping  in  every  part. 
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New  York  being  the  greater  objeft  of  the  two,  and  the 
polTeffion  of  it  more  exten five  in  its  confemiences,  as  well -as 
more:  conducive  to  tl^ecredit  of  his  MajcUy's.arms,  will  bo 
my  pancipal  aim/  when  enabled  to  proceed  thither  by  a  fuf- 
ficieht  fupply  of  pravifions^  (ince  both  fervices  cannot  be  un-« 
dertaken  with  the  urefent  force  ;  and  it  is  become  highly  ne- 
cefTary  that  the  firft  exertion  of  the  army  Ihould  be  direded 
to  the  mod  important  purpofes,  to  check  the  fpirit  ivhicb  thie 
evacuation  of  Bofton  will  naturally  raife  among  the  rebels. 
In  this  difpofition,   it  is  probable  that  their  leaders^  urged  by 
the  people,  and  fiuihed  with  an  idea  of  fuperiority,  may  be 
the  reaaicr  brought  to  a  decifive  aSion,  than  which  nothing 
is  more  to  be  den  red  or  fought  for  by  us,  as  the  mod  efk&usl 
means  to  .terminate  this  expenfive  war ;  and  I  have  the  greatu 
eft  reafon  to  be  fanguine  in  my  hopes  of  fuccefs,  from  the  pre- 
fent  health  and  high  order  of  the  army.     If  this  cannot  be 
efFcftiid   before  the  reinforcements  arrive  from  Europe,  it  is- 
moft  likely  that  they  will  a6l  upon  the  defcnfive,  by  having  re- 
courfe  to  (Irong  intrenched  fituations,  in  order  to  Ipin  out  the 
campaign,  if  poffible,  without  expofing  themfelves  to  any  de- 
cifive ftroke. 

In  confequence  of  his  Majefty's  approbation,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  anadjutant*generaItothisarmy,  Ihav:;  appointed 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Paterfon,  of  the  63d  regiment,  to  that 
office,  having  a  thorough  confidence  in  his  abilities  and  mili- 
tary knowledge.  Major  Kemble  having  long  done  the  duty 
,  of  deputy  adjutant-general,  and  being  nearly  conn^ded  with 
General  G^ge,  I  (hould  hope  your  Lordthip  will  be  pleafed 
to  recommend  him  to  hisMajefty's  favour,  upon  this  appoint- 
ment of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Paterfon.  It  is  with  pleafure  I 
affirm,  that  Major  Sheriff,  deputy  quarter-mafter  general, 
has  been  lately  honoured  with  a  mark  of  his  Majefty's  favour. 
Many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Boilon,  under  the 
protection  of  the  army,  having  no  means  of  fubfiftence  hete^ 
apply  to  me  to  find  them  a  palfage  to  Europe,  which  they 
cannot  other  wife  get,  than  at.  a  mod  exorbitant  rate ;  they 
have  my  afTurance,  that  the  firft  tranfports  which  can  be  fpared 
ihall  be  given  up  for  this  purpofe.  I  am  forry  to  inform  your 
Lordlhip,  that  there  is  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  iffuini;  pro- 
vifions  to  the  whole  of  them,  about  iico,  from  the  King's 
ftoies,  without  any  profpeil  of  flopping  it.  It  muft  be  con- 
fcllcd,  that  many  having  quitted  the  whole  of  their  property 
and  ellates,  fome  of  them  very  confidcrable  in  value,  are  real 
'.  objefts  of  his  Majefty's  mpft  gracious  attention. 

•  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grant,  of  the  40th,  and  Captain  Payne, 
of  the  1 8th  regiments,  fent  to  Georgia  and  the  Weft  Jqdies, 
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to  purchafe  Tome  fupply  of  proviGons,  have  arrived  with  a 
fmall  quantity,  of  which  I  have  given  the  lords  commifiioners 
of  the  treafury  a  report.  A  further  fupply  was  enc;aged,  and 
may  be  daily  expe£led  from  the  latter  place  ;  and  I  have  acr 
counts,  that  a  vidualling  ihip  for  the  army,  blown  ofF  the 
coafl:  in  the  winter,  had  got  into  the  Ifland  of  St.Chriflo- 
pher  much  damaged,  but  was  ntarly  repaired,  and  would  fail 
diredly  for  Halitax,  about  the  24th  of  March,  Co  that  I  may 
hope  for  a  fpeedy  relief  in  this  effeniial  article. 

Advices  received  from  Major  General  Clinton  this  day, 
dated  in  Cape  Fear  River,  the  26th  of  March,  mention 
that  the  arman^nt,  deftined  to  the  fouthward,  wa^  not  ar- 
rived ;  and  I  inclofe,  for  your  Lordfhip's  information,  anar-* 
rative  of  what  has  lately  pafled  in  North  Carolina,  with  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Martin  to  Major  General 
Chnton. 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Ger^eral  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 

maine,  dated  Halifax,  May  7,  1776. 

[^Received  4th  June. J 

AS  I  did  not,  in  my  laft  of  25th  of  April,  particularly 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  difpatches  by  the  Millord  frigate, 
I  have  now  the  honour  tofpecifv  the  following  from  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  viz.  of  27th  Oflober,  8th  November,  cir- 
cular of  the  fame  date;  copies  of  letters  to  Lord  William 
Campbell  and  Governor  Martin  of  7th  November  ;  dupli- 
cates of  the  22d,  27th,  and  28thOaober,  8th  November, 
and  a  triplicate  of  22d  06li)ber. 
'  Your  Lordftiip's  difpatches  were  circular  of  the  10th 
November,  and  duplicate;  1 8th  November,  and  duplicate ; 
copy  of  inftrudions  to  Major  General  Clinton,  6th  Decem- 
ber ;  letter  of  23d  December  and  5th  January. 

In  your  Lordlhip's  difpatch  of  the  5th  January,  mention 
is  madeof  a  feparate  letter,  wherein  I  may  expe^  the  ho- 
nour of  his  Majefty's  commands  for  the  operations  of  the 
■  enfuing  campaign,  which  is  not  yet  received.^  I  hope  my 
defign  of  removing  with  the  army  from  hence  to  New- 
York,  as  foon  as  I  am  enabled,  by  a  fupply  of  proviflons, 
.  may  not  meet  with  the  King's  difapprobation,  although  it 
(bould  take  place  before  I  receive  the  letter  in  queflibn  ;  for 
every  inftant  we  remain  here  muft  increafe  our  embarrafs- 
ments.    The  fogs  fetting  in  upon  the  coafi,  may  delay  thq 

fleet 
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fieef  upon    its  paflage,  occafion   a  feparation,  and  thereby 

Srevcnt  the  army  from  a^^ing  in  full  force  upon  its  arrival. 
"he  enemy  will  be  better  prepared  f(»r.our  reception,  and  the 
reinforcements  from  Europe  may  arrive  before  us.  From 
thcfe  confiderations,  1  (hall  at  all  events  get  away  from-  hence, 
"without  a  moment's  unneceflary  delay  ^  but  I  tremble  when' 
I  think  of  our  prefent  (late  of  provifions,  having  riow  meat 
lor  no  more  than  thirteen  days  in  (lore,  with  the  poffibility  of 
fnpplies  not  arriving  before  the  fogs  take  place,  after  which 
time,  the  (hips  may  be  a  month  upon  the  coaft,  without  being 
able  to  get  into  port.  The  froft  being  now  out  of  the  ground, 
the  works  for  a  temporary  fecurity  to  the  dock  yard  were 
begun  this  day. 

By  the  addition  of  vefllels  taken  into  the  fervice,  and  of 
arrivals  at  this  port,  fi nee  leaving  Bofton,  we  fhall  have  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  tonnage  for  the  removal  of  the  army 
from  hence,  without  the  inconvenience  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers  being  crowded,  which  was  experienced  on  our  way  to 
this  port.  The  greateft  part  of  the  women  and  children  will 
be  left,  and  fuljfifted  at  tlie  ufual  allowance  of  half  a  ration 
for  each  woman,  and  one.qu^rtcrfor  a  child,  in  which  a  fup- 
j)]yof.rice,  lately  arrived  from  Georgia,  will  be  a  principal 
'article. 

By  this  opportunity,  I  have  fent  to  the  lords  commiflionen 
of  the  treafury,  an  eftimate  of  the  forage  expefied  from  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  ;  arjd  if  we  have  not  a  fufficient  quantity  o£ 
•hay  for  the  17th  dragoons,  that  regimcnfwill  be  left  to  fol- 
low the  army  as  foon  as  it  can  be  procured  ;  it  is  now  in  can- 
tonments in  the  neighbourhood  of  Windfor,  for  the  conve* 
jiience  of  getting  hay. 

I  have  alfo  fent  to  their  Lordfhips  a  return  of  feamen  en^ 
-gaged  jn  the  Wefi  Indies,  who  are  put  into  t^nfports,  and 
arc  a  very  feafonable  aiTiftance.  It  is  at  the  fame  time  hun^fr 
bly  fubmitted  to  their  Lord(hips'  confideration,  if  it  would 
not  be  an  expedient  meafure  to  fend  out  a  naval  (lore  fllip, 
for  furniihing  the  tranfports  with  the  feveral  articles  of  rig- 
ging  and  ftores,  which  they  greatly  need  at  prefent,  particu^ 
■larly  pitch  and  tar;  likewife,  a  vidlualling  ftip  fot  the  fea- 
men, who  have  no  other  fupply  than  from  the  anny  (lores. 

Lieutenant-governor  Oliver,  five  of  the  council  of  Maf- 
fachufet's  Bay,  and  forae  of  the  inhabitants  from  thence, 
go  to  Britain  at  this  lime.  The  honourable  Peter  Oliver, 
cfqiiire,  chief  juflice  of  the  fupcrior  court  of  judicaturOi 
wlkofe  fteady  zeal  and  attachment   to  government  i«  well 
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known  to  General  Gage,  and  to  whofe  counfels  and  judg- 
xnent  I  have  been  indebted  on  many  occafions,  accompa- 
jnies  Governor  Legge  in  the  Harriet  packet ;  aiid  that  your 
Lordlbip  may  know  the  number  of  perfons  who  removed 
from  Bofton,  I  inclofe  a  lift  of  them,  taken  at  this  place,  sls 
well  as  a  liA  of  thofc  embarking. 

The  ftores  deftroyed,  and  left  by  the  different  departments, 
on  the  late  removal  of  the  army,  will  appear  from  the  in- 
jplofcd  returns ;  I  muft  own,  in  the  ordnance  branch,  they 
have  exceeded  my  expeflations;  but  in  that  of  the  forage,  it 
yfSLS  inevitable  from  the  want  of  (hipping. 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordflkip's  commands,  for  a  more  ex- 
plicit account  of  the  expedition  to  Falmouth,  which  was  en- 
t/ufted  to  Lieutenant  Mowat  of  the  navy,  afliftcd  by  a  de- 
tachment of  marines  and  artillery,  I  have  re-examined  the 
officer  who  commanded  this  detachment,  and  find  that  his 
orders  from  General  Gage  were  to  embark  on  board  feveral 
armed  vcflels,  the  6th  of  0£lober  1775,  and  to  aid  and 
afTift  Lieutenant  Mowat  in  anno)/ingand  deftroyingall  (hips 
and  veffels  belonging  to  the  rebels  on  the  coaft  and  in  the  har- 
bours, to  the  eadward  of  Bofton :  that  they  firft  examined 
.the  liarbour  of  Cape  Anne,  and  finding  the  attack  upon  it 
inexpedient,  they  proceeded  to  Falmouth,  and  laid  the  armed 
iVeflTels  before  the  town  on  the  evening  of  their  arrival,  after 
which  Lieutenant  Mowat  fent  an  officer  on  fliore,  with  a 
fummons  to  the  inhabitants,  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  am- 
munition, acquainting  them  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  orders 
direfted  him  to  deftroy  the  town,  if  they  did  not  comply 
with  his  demand,  of  which  they  Qiould  be  allowed  two  hours 
to  confider,  and  to  remove  their  women  and  children :  (hortly. 
after,  three  perfons,  deputed  by  the  inhabitants,  came  on 
board,  requeftiug  a  longer  time,  and  it  was  agreed  to  wait 
their  gnfwer  until  eight  o'clock  nepct  .morniiig,  about  which 
.hour  the  fame  perfons  returned,  and  reported,  that  the  in- 
. habitants  wtre  determined  to  wait  their  fate  :  within  half  an 
hopr,  a  f^nal  was  made  by  Lieutenant  Mowat,  the  vefTels 
.began  a  cannonade,  and  feveral  carcafTes  were  thrown  into  the 
towQy  which  fet  fire  to  the  houfcs,  and  in  a  few  hours  con- 
fuQ>ed  the  greatefl  part  of  them :  a  detachment  was  then 
.landed,  who  completed  the  deflruSion,  and  rcim barked  with- 
out lofs.  The  fmall  veffels  in  the  harbour  were  burnt,  funk, 
ipr  brought  away  the  i8th  of  Oftober,  and  the  armament  re- 
-lurjicd  to  Bofton  the  5ih  November,  without  attempting  any 
jhing  further. 

Your 
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Your  Lordfhip  was  informed  in  irty  laft,  that  LietitenaiT 
Colonel  Grant  had  teturned  from  Georgia,  where  he  had 
been  fent  with  two  tranfports,  and  170  rank  and  file,  under 
convoy  of  the  Scarborough  frigate,  to  procure  rice  for  the 
army.  He  found  the  country  in  open  rebellion,  the  gover- 
nor, and  many  of  the  King's  friends,  prifoners  at  large* 
others  difarmed,  and  all  legal  authority  fubverfed :  a  veflel 
funk  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river,  the  town  of  Savan« 
nah  garrifoned  by  500  men,  and  batteries  raifed  in  the  com* 
manding  grounds,  to  obftrucl  the  paflage  of  fliips.  Every 
means  were  ufed  to  convince  the  people  that  his  defigns  were 
not  hoftile,  that  every  thint^  reauired  (faould  be  paid  for,  and 
their  trade  protcfleil ;  to  this  they  were  at  one  time  recon- 
ciled :  but  the  violence  of  the  mob  foon  overfet  his  inten- 
tions. The  only  meafure  left  was  to  fecure  the  ihips  then 
in  the  river  by  nirprife,  which  was  efFcSed  by  the  detach- 
ment going  up  Back  River  in  boats,  with" two  or  three  fmatl 
armed  vefk;!?,  through  an  intricate  channel,  and  little  known, 
while  the  larger  armed  vefTels,  proceeding  up  the  ordinary 
paflage  by  way  of  feint,  engaged  their  attention,  and  the(e 
met  with  every  oppofition  the  enemy  could  inake  from  their 
cannon,  or  with  imall  arms.  The  plan  fucceeded  ;  eighteen 
vefiels  of  different  (izes  were  refcued,  and  brought  down  the 
back  channel ;  more  fhips  would  have  been  brought  off,  had 
the  detachment  been  ftronger.  Such  was  the  rage  and  difap- 
pointment  of  the  people  on  this  occafion,  that  they  fet  fire 
to  the  Invcrnefs,  a  large  fhip  richly  laden,  with  a  vievir  of 
deftroying  the  reft. 

Sir  James  Weight  and  his  family,  narrowly  efdaping  the 
fearch  of  a  detachment  of  150  men,  fent  to  (eize  him,  got 
on  board  the  Scarborough,  and  is  now  here,  intending  to  uil 
for  England  by  this  opportunity ;  this  detachment,  difap' 
pointed  in  their  principal  aim,  fired  upon  a  feneant's  party» 
lent  a-(hore  for  wood,  which  the  non-commiiuoned  officer 
returned,  and  retired  to  his  boat,  with  the  lofs  of  one  mian 
killed  and  fcalpcd,  one  wounded,  and  one  mifling.  The 
rebels,  on  the  approach  of  troops  in  boats,  quitted  the  fpoc. 
The  quantity  of  rice  obtained  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grant, 
is  1003  tierces,  for  which  certificates  were  ^iven  to  the 
owners,  as  the  price  could  not  be  afcehalned  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances.     Sir  James  Wright  is  the  principal  proprietor* 

A  private  trader  from  Waterford  arrived  this  morning, 
with  as  much  beef  and  pork  as  will  fupply  the  army  fix 
days,  which,  though  a  fmall  circumftance,  may  not  he^^  un- 
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pleafing  for  your  Lord(hip  to  know  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
things. 


Copj  of  a  Letter  from  L^rrf  George  Germain  to  Major  General 

Howe^  ito/rf  Whitehall,  February  i,  1776. 

[Received  iith  May  J 

SIR, 

SINCE  my  letter  to  you  of  the  5th  January,  every 
effort  has  been  exerted,  in  the  different  departments,  to  bring 
forward  the  preparations  for  the  enfuine  campaign,  in  North 
America ;  and  though  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  almoft 
beyond  what  has  ever  been  known  in  this  country,  very 
much  ob(lru3s  the  fervice  in  the  naval  department ;  yet  1 
am  encouraged  to  hope,  that  the  reinforcement  for  the  army, 
under  your  command,  will  be  embarked  before  the  end  of 
March,  and  that  the  armament  intended  for  Quebec  will  be 
ready  much  fooner. 

The  unfortunate  events  which  have  happened  in  Canada^ 
make  it  neceflary  that  we  (hould  not  only  exert  every  en« 
deavour  for  the  relief  of  Quebec,  as  early  as  poflible,  but  alfo 
for  having  a  force  there,  ready  to  commence  its  operationt 
as  foon  as  the  feafon  will  admit. 

The  great  attention  which  the  King  (hews,  upon  all  occa* 
fions,  to  the  rank  and  meri^  of  his  officers,  would  have  led 
his  Majefty  to  have  appointed  Major  General  Clinton  to 
command  upon  this  fervige,  under  Major  General  Carleton  ; 
blit  as  his  Majefty's  pleaftire  has  been  already  fignified,  that 
he  (hould  command  the  body  of  forces  to  be  employed  upon 
an  expedition  to  the  fouthward,  and  he  is,  by  this  time,  pro* 
bably  failed  for  Cape  Fear,  in  order  to  wait  their  arrival, 
iiisMajefly  has  thought  fit  that  Major  General  Burgoync 
fliodld  ad  as  fecond  in  command  to  General  Carleton  in 
Canada,  and  that  he  (hould  proceed  thither  with  the  eieht 
regiments  from  Ireland,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  ready  to  lail 
by  the  20th  of  next  month. 

If  Qiiebec  (hould  fall  before  any  relief  can  be  got  thither, 
and  Major  General  Carleton  (hould  unhappily  not  furvivje 
the  lofs  of  it,  the  King's  intentions  are,  that  in  fuch  an 
event,  the  command  of  the  whole  of  his  Majclty's  forces  in 
North  America  (hould  devolve  upon  you..  It  is  alfo  his 
Majefty's  intentions,  immediately  to  appoint  Majors  Gene- 
ral Clinton^  Burgoyne,  Lord  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis. 
lieutenant  generals  in  America  :  the.  old  colonels,  who  now 
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a£i:'as  brigadiers,  are  to  have  coiDHQifliohH  as  tuta^ots  geai&tA^ 
and  the  other  colonels  will  be  appointed  brigadiers. 

In  cafe  of  Major  General  Carleton's  death,  it  will  remain 
with  you  to  difpofe  of  the  different  commands,  as  you  in 
]rour  difcretion  fnatl  think  fit.  It  will  confe<}Uently  be  lA 
your  power  to  leave  the  command  of  the  troops  on  the  fide 
of  Canada  to  Major  Gcderat  BiXfgapfnt ;  or,  if  you  think 
it  more  advifeable,  you  may  appoint  General  Clinton  to  that 
fervice  ;  and  it  being  his  Maje(ly*s  pleafure^  that  M^ot  Ge- 
neral Lord  Cornwallis  (hould  be  employed  in  Canada^  he 
and  his  regiment  are  to  be  ferit  thither,^  zs  foon  ab  he  joitm 
the^rmy  under  yoiir  command.- 

Ih  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  North  America,  the  (e« 
curity  of  Nova  Scotid  and  Newfoundland  are  objeds  of  al* 
Mention  ;  and  I  am  commanded  by  the  King,  to  fignify  to 
you  his  Majefly's  plcafure,  that  the  two  battalions  of  aM«- 
fines,  now  ferving  under  your  command,  or  any  part  of  theni 
you  fhall  judge  rieeeflary,  (hould  be  polled  at  Halifat^  sM 
that  a  detachment  of  Major  Goreham*s  corps  be  pofied  at  St. 
John*s  in  Newfoundland,  as  a  garrifon  will  be  wasted  there* 
It  is  alfo  his  Majedy's  pleafure,  that  as  many  of  the  privato 
tnien  of  the  65th  regiment  as  are  fit  for  fervice,  fliould  be 
turned  over  to  the  27th  regiment,  and  if  vhere  are  more  thad 
will  complete  it,  you  will  incorporate  fhem  in  any  othei' 
corps  ;  thdt  the  27th  regiment,  when  fo  completedi  be  joined 
to  the  army  under  your  command  ;  and  that  the  commif- 
fioned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  and  invalids  of  tht 
65th  be  fcnt  home  to  England. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  acquaint  you,  before  I  leave  the  fubU 
jcQ,  of  military  arran^ment,  that  the  officers  of  the  gu&fdk 
have  exprelTed  fuch  fpirit  and  zeal  for  his  Majefly's  fervice^ 
that  his  Maje(iy  has  ordered  a  detachment  of  a  thouikntL 
men,  rank  and  file,  with  officers  in  proportion,  to  ferve  lindef 
you  in  America  ;  and  I  have  only  further  to  add,  that  the 
King  is  fo  deflrous  of  expreffmg,  upon  every  occafion,  fails 
royal  approbation  of  the  general  officer^  fetving  in  the  ^tith* 
cipal  ranks  in  America,  that  he  has  declared  his  intentiona, 
that  he  will  not  employ  any  general  officer  from  hence^  who 
may  be  fuperior  in  rank  to  Majors  General  Clinton,  Bur« 
goyne,  Lord  Percy,  or  Lord  Cornwall  is. 

This  letter  will  be  intruded  to  the  care  of  the  cfomacmcfer 
of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Greyhound,  who  will  alfo  deltvef  wp 
to  you  the  officers  of  the  privateer  fitted  out  by  the  itbeh, 
under  a  commiifion  from  the  Congrefs,  and  taken  by  oM  of 
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Admiral  Graves's  fquadron*  The  private  men  have  all  vch 
luntarily  entered  themfelves  on  board  his  Majefty's  (hips; 
but  the  officers  having  refufed  To  to  do,  it  has  been  judged  iit 
to  fend  them  back  to  America,  for  the  fame  obvious  reafons 
that  induced  the  fending  back  the  rebel  prifoners,  taken  in 
arms,  upon  the  attack  of  Montreal,  in  September  lad. 

It  is  hoped  that  tlie  pofleflTon  of  thefe  prifoners  will  enau 
ble  you  to  procure  the  releafe  of  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  officers 
and  loyal  (ubjeds,  as  are  in  the  difgraceful  fituation  of  being 
prifoners  to  the  rebels :  for  altho'  it  cannot  be  that  you  ftiould 
enter  into  any  treaty  of  agreement  with  rebels  for  a  regular 
cartel  for  exchange  of  prifoners,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  your" 
own  difcretion  will  fuggeft  to  you  the  means  of  ef{e£lingfuch 
exchange,  without  the  King's  dignity  and  honour  being  comr 
mitted,  or  his  Majefty's  name  ufed  in  any  negoctation  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  I  am  the  more  (Irongly  urged  to  point  out 
to  you  the  expiediency  of  fuch  a  meafure,  on  accobni  of  tl>e 
poflible  difficulties  which  may  otherwife  occur  ih  the  cafe  of 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America. 

I  am,  &c,  Geo.  Germain. 


S9py  of  a  Litt€rfr9m  Lord  George  Germain  to  Major  Ginerui 
Howe,  ^^fl^  Whitehall^  7/A  February  1776. 
{^Received  iith  May.J 
SIR, 

SINCE  my  letter  to  you^'of  the  ift  inftant,  I  have  received 
your  difpatches  of  the  19th  and  26th  of  December,  by  which 
I  had  the  fatisfa&ioil  to  find  that  four  vi£ll]aUing  fhips  from 
England  were  arrived  at  Boflon,  and  I*  have  juft  learnt,  by 
a  note  from  Mr.  Robinfon  to  Mr.  Pownall,  that  there  is  ad* 
liMc^bf  two  others  having  got  in. 

This  feafbnable  relief  to  the  army  under  your  command  is 
of  greiat  importance,  at  the  fame  time  the  King  very  much 
approves  tiie  meafures  you  have  taken  for  procuring  a  fupply 
of  provifions  from  St.Euftatia,  and  of  rice  from  the  colony 
of  Georgia. 

His  Majefty  oblerves  that  you  have  very  properly  declined 
fending  the  remainder  of  the  65th  regiment  to  Halifax,  upon 
the  advice  you  had  received  of  the  27th  being  arrived  there  ; 
this  arrangement,  however,  does  not  make  any  alteration, 
.  with  rdgard  to  his  Majefty 's  intention  that  the  commiffioned 
and  non-commiffioned  officers  and  invalids  (houM  be  fent  to 
Great  Britain,  but.  you  will  confider  yourfelf  at  liberty  to 
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incorporate  the  private  men  of  that  regiment  fit  for  lervice 
either  into  the  27th  regiment  or  any  other  corps  th^  you  fludl 
think  proper.     I  am,  &c. 

Geo*  Germain* 


MxtraS  of  a  Lttter  from  X'^r^  George  Germain  U  General 

Howej  dated  Whitehall,  28/A  March  1776. 

\^Received  lUhlAzyJ] 

THERE  being  no  (hip  of  war  in  immediate  readinefs.  to 
fail  for  North  America,  I  have  thought  fit  to  difjpatch  one  of 
his  Majefty's  armed  packets  with  this  letter,  that  you  may: be 
informed  as  early  as  poffible  of  the  additional  force  you  imre 
to  expe£t  from  hence,  and  of  the  prefent  (late  of  our  prepara- 
tions. 

The  inclofed  treaties  will  inform  you  of  the  number,  of. 
foreign  auxiliary  troops  engaged  to  (erve  in  North  Americsu 
of  which  number  12,200  men,  being  the  whole  body  of  Hef- 
fians,  are  intended  to  ferve  in  the  army  under  your  commaqd  ; 
and  the  Brunfwickers,  Waldeckers,  and  the  regiment  of  .Ac 
hereditary  prince  of  Hefle,  together  with  the  nine  Briti{h-bat- 
talions,  and  the  whole  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maclean's  coi'p^ 
are  to  ferve  in  Canada,  under  General  Carleton. 

The  tranfports  for  the  firft  divifion  of  Heflians,  aniountine. 
to  82CO  men,  are  already  copipleted  for  embarkation.  A 
detachment  of  guards,  confiding  of  1098  men,  formed  ifita 
a  di(lin£l  corps,  is  on  its  march  to  Portfmouth  ;  and  I  am 
not  without  hope  that  the  firft  divifion  of  Heflians  may  arrive 
at  Spithead  in  time,  fo  that  the  whole  may  proceed  to  Nonh 
America  together.  .      . 

It  appears  to  mc,  as  far  as  I  (land  informed  at  preiient^  tkmt 
this  body  of  troops  Ihould  proceed  to  Rhode*Jiland,  and  I. 
ihall  take  the  King*s  pleafure  for  the  necefiary  inftni^ioDs 
accordingly;  in  confidence  that  if  you  approve  of  that  deftkuir 
tion  they  will  find,  upon  their  arrival  there,  fuch  orders  from 
you  as  will  determine  their  further  proceedings;  orother.wayg 
that  a  proper  number  of  cruizers  will  be  Rationed  upon  tb^ 
coalt  to  watch  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  and  to  proceea  with  k 
to  fuch  other  place  as  you  (hull  appoint. 

The  difficulties  in  procuring  tranfports  have  been.  ^SjVf 
great,  and  it  is  impoffible  as  yet  to  form  a  guefs  when  afvA^ 
cicnt  number  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  fecond  divifion  of 
the  Heflians ;  but  I  iruft  it  will  not  be  long  firft,  and  thaX  the, 
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corps  of  Highlanders  confiding  of  the  42d  and  71ft  Iregiments^ 
inaking  together  3466  men,  whi<;h  are  nearly  if  not  entirel*" 
compleiedy  will  emback  by  the  Clyde  the  20th  of  next  montn 
at  fartheft. 

The  delavs  and  difappointments  which  have  attended  the 
armament  /ent  out  to  the  fouthem  colonies  have  been  greater 
than  could  haye  been  expefied ;  and  as  the  fleet  did  not  leave 
Cork  before  the  ilth  of  lalt  month,  and  afterwards  met  with 
very  tempeftuotis  weather,  in  which  many  Ihips  were  fepara* 
ted,  and  put  back  in  diflrefs,  there  is  but  little  hope  that  any 
of  the  obje£ls  of  that  expedition  can  be  obtained ;  and  therefore 
I  received  the  King's  command  to  difpatch  a  vdici  after  the 
fleet)  with  a  letter  to  Major  General  Clinton,  of  which  I  in- 
clofe  vou  a  copy,  and  alio  of  the  inftrudions  fent  at  the  fame 
time  by  the  aamiralty  to  Sir  Peter  Parker. 

The  tiffed  of  ihefe  orders  will  probably  be  that  the  wholes 
or  at  lead  the  greated  part  of  that  armament,  will  join  you 
as  eai-ly  as  the  troops  can  arrive  from  hence^  fo  that  you  may 
be  able  to  open  the  campaign  in  the  month  of  May  or  begin- 
ning of  June. 

Our  recruiting  for  fome  time  weiit  on  very  flowly,  and 
the  men  raifed  in  Ireland  will  be  of  very  little  ufe  to  you ;  fince 
the  parties  have  been  removed  to  England,  we  have  had  better 
fuccefs,  and  the  recruits  raifed  may  make  foldicrs :  they  will 
be  fent  over  to  you  by  diflmnt  (hips  as  opportunities  ofi^r,  or 
whenever  a  number  is  colleded,  fuilicient  to  be  the  objtA 
of  a  feparate  embarkation  ;  but  there  is  no  profpe£t  that  we 
fliall  be  able  to  procure  in  time  for  this  campaign,^all  that 
are  neceffary  to  complete  the  augmentation. 

I  obferve  that  in  ^our  difpofition  of  the  battalions  under 
your  command,  you  include  the  6th  regiment  at  St.  Vincent's, 
and  therefore  it  was  the  King's  intention  to  eive  you  that 
regiment  compleat,  by  turning  over  to  it  the  efFedtive  men 
ot  the  48th  ;  but  the  flow  progrefs  made  in  forming  the  ad- 
ditional battalions  and  companies  of  the  Royal  Americans, 
has  made  it  impoflTible  to  fake  both  the  6th  and  48th  from 
the  ceded  lUands  for  the  prefent :  and  therefore  all  that  we 
can  do  is  to  give  you  the  6th  regiment  in  its  prefent  date,  and 
you  will  therefore  fend  for  it,  when  you  can  fpare  tranfports 
for  that  pnrpofe ;  and  as  there  aie  many  recrtiits  already  raifed 
for  that  corps,  they  will  be  fent  immediately  to  you,  by  whicli 
means  that  battalion  will  be. tolerably  compicat. 

With  regard  to  the  fcrvice  on  the  iiJc  of  Canada  and  the 
operations  of  the  force  to  be  employed  tlicrc  (of  the  extent 
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of  which  you  are  already  informed)  it  will  depend  upon  the 
lituaiion  of  affairs  in  that  province ;  but  if  the  rebels  (hall  in 
confequence  of  their  repulfe  and  defeat  on  the  31ft  of  De- 
cembtr,  have  given  up  all  thoughts  of  conqueft  on  that  fide, 
which  is  molt  probably  the  cafe,  there  is  good  ground  to  hope 
that  the  army  will  be  able  to  advance  into  the  other  colonics, 
by  the  paifa^e  of  the  lakes,  and  'accordingly  every  proper 
preparation  has  been  made  here  that  can  give  facility  to  fuch 
a  plan. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  gene- 
ral plan  of  operations  in  North  America,  and  indeed  in  all 
events  the  fccuring  the  afFedion  and  affidance  of  our  old 
friends  and  allies,  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  is  a  con- 
fideration  of  no  fmall  importance ;  and  I  hope  Colonel  Guy 
Johnfon,  who  is  now  here,  and  is  preparing  to  return  by  the 
hril  ihip,  will  be  found  ufefuL 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to  give  him  the  fame  commiC-. 
fion  and  appointments  as  were  given  to  Sir  William  John- 
fon in  1756,  and  he  is  in  all  refpefts  made  fubjeft  to  your  di- 
leftion  and  controul ;  you  will  therefore  employ  him  in  fuch 
manner  and  give  him  fuch  inftrudtions  as  you  fhall  think  nc« 
ceifary  and  proper.  * 

I  have  already  acquainted  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  ift  of 
February,  of  his  Majefty*s  intention  to  give  higher  rank  to 
his  general  officers  ferving  in  North  America,  and  inclofed 
fend  you  a  lill  of  the  commiflions  which  have  been  figned 
by  his  Majefty  for  that  purpofe,  with  the  date  of  each  com- 
miflion  refpedively. 

You  will  obferve  that  the  rank  given  by  thefe  commiflions 
is  confined  to  America  only,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  arrange- 
ment will  have  the  effedl  to  prevent  any  embarraflment  or 
inconvenience  which  might  otherways  arife  from  the  general 
officers  of  the  foreign  troops  claiming  the  command  in  coufc-:- 
quence  of  their  fuperior  rank. 

In  your  letters  of  the  i6th  and  22d  of  January,  No.  7 
and  8,  you  exprefs  a  wifli  10  receive  inllrudtions  concerning 
the  corps  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mac- 
lean and  Goriiam  ;  I  have  therefore  made  enquiry  into  that 
matter,  and  find  that  his  Majefly's  pleafure  was  lignificd  by  my 
predeceifor  in  office  to  the  commander  in  chief,  authorizing 
liim  to  iaife  fuch  corps  and  to  grant  commiffions  for  that  pur»- 
p;)fe  ;  bjt  the  officers  were  not  to  be  entitled  to  half  pay,  or 
to  have  any  <3thcr  rank  than  what  was  allotted  to  the  like 
corps  in  tiie  laft  war. 

8  .  With 
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With  regard  to  the  bounty  money  and  pay  of  thefe  provin- 
cial ltvic*5,  I  apprehend  that  the  commander  in  chief  mull 
fupply  the  fums  necelfary  for  that  purpofe,  but  the  proper 
flep.s  nave  been  taken  for  fupplyingthem  here  with  cloaithing, 
arms  and  accoutrements,  and  alfo  with  tents  and  other  camp 
neceflhrics. 

Thefe  are  the  regulations  whicli  were  thought  fit  with  re- 
fpefl  t')  ihofc  corps,  and  they  will  equally  apply  to  the  Nova 
Scotia  regiment,  or  any  other  provincial  corps  which  may  be 
raifed  in  America,  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  in  the  prefent 
rebellion. 

I  iTJUil  not  conclude  this  letter  without  congratulating  you 
npon  the  appomtrnent  of  Lord  Howe  to  be  the  naval  com- 
mander in  chief  in  North  America.  The  choice  his  Majeity 
has  been  picafcd  to  make  of  fo  able  and  experienced  an  oiiicer 
has  given  univcrfal  fatisfa^ion,  and  will  I  am  pcrfuaded  have 
the  moft  happy  confequencts.     I  am,  &c. 

Geo  Germain. 

P.  S.  You  will  ohferve  that  in  fpeaking  of  the  force  to 
be  employed  in  Canada,  I  have  mentioned  only  nine  Britifh 
battalions,  in  which  I  have  not  included  Lord  Cornwallis'a 
regiment,  which  1  acquainted  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  ill  of 
February,  was'  to  be  fent  to  Qiiebec  as^  foon  as  it  returned 
from  the  expedition  to  the  fouthward. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Howe  ta  Lord  Gtoxgt  Germain , 
dated  l\'d\\i7L\y  I2th  May  1776. 
[  Received  4/A  J  u ne.  J 
My  Lord, 

By  detaining  for  a  few  hours  the  Glafgow  (hip  of  war,  re- 
turning to  lingland,  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  Lordlhip's  difpatches,  bearing  date  the  28th 
March,  with  two  duplicates  of  the  ift  and  7ih  February,  feveral 
cnclofurcs,  treaties,  &c.  which  were  taken  out  of  the  packet 
by  a  cruizer,  and  brought  in  here  lad  nighr ;  but  as  they  feem 
upon  the  tirfl  reading  to  require  nothing  more  than  my  (teady 
obedience,  I  deftr  anfwering  them  particularly  until  the  next 
opportunity,  which  I  expedt  to  be  m  a*  few  days. 

It  is  with  much  concern!  find,  that  by  the  promotion  of 
Brigadier  General  Robcrtfon  to  the  command  of  a  battalion 
of  the  both  regiment,  he  is  taken  from  the  ftafFof  this  army. 
His  fpirited  cbndudl  during  thecourfeof  laft  winter,  particu- 
larly upon  the  intended  attack  of  the  enemy's  works  at  Dor- 
chellcr,  docs  him  great  honour ;  and  in  confequence  of  hi^ 
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carncifirequeR  to  fcrve  here  this  campaign »  I  have  prefiiiucd 
to  put  his  name  in  orders  to  aA  as  maior  general,  to  which,  W 
his  particular  defirc,  there  wilt  not  be  any  pay  annexcdy  kn, 
the  King  (hould  be  pleafed  to  require  hisfervice  in  foniepthcr 
quarter^  or  to  difapprove  of  my  appointing  the  brigadier  to 
this  local  ranki  by  nis  Majcdy's  cotpmiillon  bcin^  withheld. 
I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
raainy  /sfaW  Halifax,  3</Iune  1776. 

[^Received  ^th  July  .J  .     . 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  Lord(hip's  difpatcb  of  2d  Fe- 
bruaryt  inclofing  his  Majefly's  warrant  to  explain  and  con- 
firm under  the  King's  fign  manual^  the  powers  with  which  I 
am  veftcd  to  poft  officers  to  vacancies,  as  were  before  ex» 
prelTcd  in  your  Lordfhip's  letter  5th  January. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  reprefent  that  when  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  order  two  additional  companies  to  each  r^f- 
^nent  under  my  command,  one  of  them  to  be  formal  by  at 
regular  regimental  promotion,  and  the  officers  to  return  to 
Britain  for  the  purpofe  of  rccruitine  the  company,  I  did/with 
a  fcrupulous  regard  to  his  Majefty^s  pleaTure,  make  the  ap- 
pointments accordingly,  reportmg  my  rcafons  for  the  few  de- 
viations that  occurred.  Notwithflanding  this,  I  have  the 
moftificatioii  to  find  that  my  appointments  on  their  arrival 
were  not  confirnted^  and  that  all  thofe  enfignsVho  bad  me- 
rited promotion  by  their  perfonal  good  behaviour,  and  lyho 
h#ve  ever  fince  been  doing  duty  as  ixich^  remain  fupi^rfe^ed 
by  others  commiffioned  in  Britain. 

Many  appointments  have  alfo  been  received  from  the  "Wiar 
Oflicc  fmce  the  5ih  of  January,  on  vacancies  that  have  hap- 
pened under  my  command,  and  which  of  courfc  have  bpen 
fillcci  up  on  the  fpot,  occailoning  fuch  embarraifmcnt  and  Qoh- 
fufioD  in  the  army,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  give  the  in- 
clofed  order  to  prevent  mtirmurs»  and  remove  all  doubts  in 
confeqnence  of  thofe  double  promotions,  until  his  Majefty's 
further  pleafure  is  known. 

I  beg  leave  therefore  to  entreat  your  Lordfhip  to  lay  before 
his  Majeity  the  particular  fituatbn  of  the  gentlemen  ajf- 
grieved,  and  to  prefcnt  my  humble  requefl  that  his  Majelty 
may  be  graciouOy  pleafed  to  confirm  them  in  their  refpecliye 
ranics,  permitting  me  to  iifuc  pay  to  the.enfLgns  appointed  at 
home,  by  recommendation  from  the  War  Oil^e^  un^il  vaca^ii- 
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cies  happen  In  the  different  regiments  for  their  admiflion,  in 
which  view  I  (hall  keep  all  enfigncies  open  in  expefiation 
ofhisMajedy's  further  pleafure.  I  mud  alfo  flatter  my fdf  that 
direftions  may  be  given  to  prevent  the  like  inconveniences 
in  future,  as  his  Majefty's  fervice,  by  their  continuance,  muft 
be  greatly  impeded. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Howe  to  Z^r^  George  Germain, 

dated  Halifax,  4/A  June  1776.        [^Received  $th  July.] 
My  Lord, 

THE  mercantile  goods  at  Bofton  having  attra£led  your 
Lordfliip's  regard,  as  well  as  that  of  Loird  Dartmouth,  I)took 
fiich  meafures  as  were  mofl  advifeable  to  anfwer  the  puipofes 
required,  which  will  appear  from  the  inclofed  detail  of  what 
lias  been  done  ;  and  although  the  defign  has  been  modly  fru- 
(trated,  by  the  lofs  of  the  principal  (nip,  yet  to  fet  this  mat- 
ter in  a  clear  ligiu,  and  to  lodge,  as  it  were,  a  record  of  the 
tranfaSion,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Lord(hip  with  the  par- 
ticulars relative  to  it,  the  main  objeS  being  to  deprive  the  re^ 
l)els  of  what  thev  flood  moft  in  nee(|l,  the  goods  in  pofTeflidn 
xi\\\  remain  in.itore  at  Halifax. 

It  is  (blind  that  the  regiment  projc£led  by  Governor  Legse 
to'  be  Taifed  within  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  cannot^e 
completed;  and  to  relieve  government  from  unneceiTary  ex- 
peAce,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  put  this  corps  into  a  dif- 
ferent form  after  the  24th  inftant,  leaving  an  opening  for  all 
concerned  .to  entitle  them(elves  to  their  prefent  appointments, 
by  fuccefs  in  recruiting.  This  regulation  is  enclofed  for  your 
Lordihip's  approbation,  and  I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, dated  Halifax,  7/A  June  1776.     [^Received  ^th  July.  J 

ON  the  I  rth  of  May  I  liad  the  honour  of  your  Lord(liip*s 
difpatches  of  28th  March  by  the  Defpencer  packet,  with  du- 
plidatesof  the  ift  and  7th  of  February,  the  originals  of  which 
were  delivered  by  Captain  Dickfon,  commanding  the  Grey- 
hound frigate,  on  tlie  i6th  following. 

I  have  lufiered  the  moft'fenfible  mortification,  by  being  fo 
long  detained  at  this  place ;  but  the  late  arrivals  of  the  pro- 
vifion  (hjps,  and  the  repairing  of  thofe  included  in  the  num- 
ber requiiite  for  tranfporting  the  troops,  a  return  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  the  lords  commiffioncrs  of  the  treafucy,  in 
my  difeatch  ofthc^Sthbf  May,  have  made  an  earlier  removal 
i inpra^icable.  The  ti'oops,  however,  are  at ' length  embark- 
ed, ■waiting  only  for  favourable  weather  to  proceed  to  Sandy 
Hookr  In  the  early  operations  there,  I  (hall  hav6  theclofelt 
attention  to  the  reinforcements  daily  exptf£lcd,  and  not  hazard 
any  difadvantageous  attacks.  In  ttiis  idea  I  at  prefent  think 
it  will  be  moft  advifeable  to  make  a  landing  upon  Long  Ifland, 
ip  order  to  kcure  thepafTage  of  xVye  ftv\Yip\u<j^\vv\vi>i\0\^^^ 
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which  only  can  be  eflfec^ed  by  the  polTeflion  of  a  connmanding 
height  near  Brooklyn,  fakltobe  fortified.  Should  the  enemy 
offer  battle  in  the  open  field,  we  muft  not  decline  it  ;  and 
from  the  high  order  the  troops  are  now  in,  I  have  every  rea- 
fon  to  flatter  myfelf  with  fuccefs,  which  once  obtained,  and 
proftcuted  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforce- 
ments, would  not  fail  to  have  the  moft  intimidating  efFedls 
upon  the  minds  of  ihofe  deluded  people. 

When  General  Clinton  joins  the  army,  to  which  purpofe 
I  have  wrote  to  him  confonant  to  the  orders  he  will  nave 
received  from  your  Lordfliip,  a  copy  of  which  you  were  pleafed 
to  tranfmit  to  me,  if  wc  Ihould  not  find  our  ftrength  fuflicient  ' 
to  afford  a  divifion  of  the. army,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
Heflians,  we  may  neverthelefs  proceed  to  force  the  rebels 
from  the  ifland  of  New  York,  or  to  fuch  other  operation  as 
may  be  deemed  moft  conducive  to  his  Majeftv's  fervice. 
Eut  General  Clinton  muff  have  a  part  of  the  Hedians  with 
him  on  the  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  a  perfonal  communica- 
tion with  General  de  Heifter  will  arrange  their  bufinefs  more 
to  the  f:itisfa£lion  of  all  parties  than  could  be  done  feparsitely, 
or  by  letter,  to  meet  him  upon  the  coaft.  The  admiral,  there- 
fore, at  my  requtif,  has  fent  orders  to  the  cruizers  not  only 
off  Rhode  Ifland,  but  to  all  others  on  the  northern  coafl,  to 
direS  the  troops  from  Europe  to  proceed  to  New  York,  from 
whence  they"  may  more  dlifin£lly  be  ordered  to  their  feveral 
defti nations  for  the  operations  ot  the  campaign  ;  and  that  no 
time  may  be  loft  in  difpofing  the  troops  for  affion,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  New- York,'  1  intend  to  proceed 
in  a  frigate  to  Sandy  Hook,  that  I  may  have  the  advaritage  of 
communicating  with  Governor  Tryon,  for  obtaining  the  bcft 
information  of  the  (fate  of  the  rebel  army  in  the  environs  of 
that  place,  and  that  I  may  be  ready  to  receive  the  Heflians 
in  cafe  of  their  arrival  before  the  fleet  from  hence. 

My  befl;  endeavours  fhall  be  employed  to  engage  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  I  hope,  by  the 
influence  of  Colonel  Guy  Johnfon,  to  make  them  ufeful. 

Admiral  Shuldham  having  fent  me  the  copy  of  a  letter 
he  has  lately  received  from  llie  lords  com miflioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty, relative  to  the  tranfpons  being  taken  from  under  the 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  land  forces,  I  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordlhip,  that  I  apprehend  fnch  a 
difpofal  of  them  will  greatly  impede  the  fervice,  from  the  ne- 
cefiity  the  land  officer  mult  be  under  of  making  applications 
to  the  admiral  on  every  movement  tor  the  convenicn.ce  of 
the  troops,  and  for  a  variety  of  fervices,  needlefs  to  point 
out  to  your  Lordfhip  :  Wherefore  I  am  hopeful  I  may  not 
receive  any  order  for  a  change  "m  live  ipttfetvx  comcoacwi  over 
-ihem* 
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The  advanced  rank  which  the  King  has  been  pleafcd  to 
confer  upon  the  general  officers  fervine  in  this  country,  is  re- 
ceived by  ihofe  here  with  the  higheft  knfc  of  the  molt  dutiful 
refpeS  for  his  Majefly*s  royal  attention,  and  by  no  one  more 
gratefully  than  nmyfclf.  I  (hall  hot  fail  to  communicate  fo 
Lieutenant  General  Clinton  his  Majefty's  particular  regard 
lo  the  feniority  of  his  rank,  which  would  have  placed  him 
fecond  in  command  in  Canada,  had  he  not  been  previcufly 
employed  to  the  fonthward.  My  laft  intellig.ence  from  that 
quarter  was  dated  the  28th  of  April,  and  as  five  or  fix  tranf- 
ports  had  then  arrived,  I  muft  conclude  the  whole  force  is 
colledlcd  there  before  this  time. 

The  47th  regiment  not  being  included  in  your  Lordrtiip's 
diftribuiion  of  troops  deftincd  for  Canada,  I  lliall  prefume  it 
may  now  remain  in  the  place  of  the  33d,  but  (hill  pay  due 
obedience  to  the  orders  for  Lord  Cornwallis's  ferving  in  that 
army.  The  6th  regiment  cannot  be  employed  early  in  the 
campaign,  as  1  (hall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  fend  tranf- 
pons  for  them  un\il  afier  my  arrival  ^t  New  York. 

Thfe  rebel  prifoners  are  returned  in  the  Greyhound,  and 
I  fliail  life  my  endeavours  to  follow  your  Lordfliip's  direc- 
tions refpcfling  them  and  others  in  the  fame  predicament. 

It  is  with  concern  I  am  toadvife  your  Lordlhip  of  another 
ordnance  ftore-lhip,  named  the  Hope,  being  taken  in  Bo- 
flon  Bay.  She  had  a  large  proportion  of  entrenching  tools 
on  board,  and  it  is  faid  1500  barrels  of  powder. 

The  appointment  of  Lord  Howe  to  the  chief  command  in 
the  naval  department,  upon  this  extcnfivc  coaft,  is  a  circum- 
ilanccthat  could  not  fail  to  give  idc  the  higheft  fatisfa6Uon  ; 
and  I  promifc  myfelf,  from  his  experience,  every  alliftahcc 
that  can  be  given  in  the  profecution  of  the  conjundt  war 
we  are  now  entering  upon. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Gtrma'in  to  General  Howe, 
(^iiteJ  Whitehall,  23/A  April  1776.      [Received  6th  June.] 
oIR, 

CAPTAIN  Emmerick,  who  will  have  the  honour  t©  de- 
liver this  letter  to  you,  ferved  feveral  years  in  the  corps  of 
Hanoverian  rangers,  was  eniployed  laft  war  in  many  fitua- 
tioiis,  ill  which  confidence  and  ability  were  rcquifite,  and 
acquitted  himfelf  with  great  credit  and  honour. 

He  is  now  under  the  proteftion  of  government  here,  and 
being  dcfirous  of  employm^^nt  in  North  America,  I  am  com- 
mandcxi  to  recommend  him  toyoiu'  attention  ;  and  as  he  cer- 
tainly may  be  very  ufcful  in  many  fituations,  1  am  perfuaded 
you  will  foon  difcover  his  merit,  and  employ  him  to  his  own 
and  the  public  advantage. 

lam, &c.  Geo.  Germain. 

Y    4  tx\Y(3lE\ 
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pxtra^  of  a  Letter  ftom  Lord  Geo.  GcjriQain  to  Gen.  Howev 
^^i^  Whitehall,  27M  April  1776*.  {^Received  6th  lun^'\ 
SIRf  ,       .'■-.■. 

INCLOSED  |:I,iave  the  honour  to  fend  you  the  enabarkar 
f ion.  returns  of  the  (ird  diviTion  of.  the  Uefliati  troops,  wh|ch 
divifionj  or  the  grealeft  part  of  it,  being  arrived  at  Spithead, 
ancf  the  cicfachment  of  guards  being  embarked,  the  whole. has 
orders  to  proceed  to  fea  immediately,  imder  the  inftrudions 
contained  in  the  inclofed  copies  of  my  letters  to  Lieutenanl^ 
General  Hcifter,  and  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 

It  was  hoped  and  expelled  that  Lord  Howe  would  liave^ 
proceeded  with  this  embarkation  \  but  the  neceflary  arranged 
ments,  refpefling  the  very  important  commiffion  of  oiFer  of 
pardon  and  negotiation,  in  Which  he  and  you  are  joined, 
make  that  very  doubtful ;  and  therefore  the  traufporx^wUl 
probably  proceed  under  convoy  of  the  Prefton,  on  hoard 
which  Commodore  Hothatn  hpifts  his  broad  pendant,  . 

Lord  Howe  will,  it  is  hoped,  not  be  detained  many  day^ 
here,  and,  therefore,  there  is  the  greateft  probability  thsvt^ 
jf  the  embarkation  fhould  have  proceeded  without  him,  i^is 
Lordlhip  being  in  a  finglsihip,  will  arrive  before  the  troops, 
and  in  time  to  fettle  all  the  arrangements  that  may  be  necef* 
fary  to  be  made,  in  confequence  of  their  deilination. 

I  have  already  acquainted  vou  in  my  letter  of  the  a8(h 
Marcli,  of  which  I  now  enclofe  a  duplicate,  that  the  42d  and 
7irt  regiments  would  probably  embark  about  theaotb  in^r 
Oant :  they  are  certainly  by  this  time  all  on  board,  and,„L 
liopc,  ready  to  fail  from  the  Clyde  ;  and,  inclufed,  I  fendyoq 
a  copy  of  my  letter  qf  orders  to  Sir  Wil'iam  Ertkine^  .th<? 
commanding  officer  of  thofc  corps.     His  Majefty  has  btfen 
pleafed  to  give  the  rank  of  colqnel  in  America  to  him,  that 
lie  may  be  employed  by  you  35  commanding  the  brigade  of 
Highlanders.     Yoii  can  be  no  llrauger  to  his  charaSer  as  an 
nfficer,  though  you  may  not  have  feryed  in  th$:  army  with 
him  ;  ycju  may  depend  upon  his  anfwcring  your  expc^ations, 
in  whatever  fcrvice  you  may  employ  him. 
Ccpy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Hoy^c  to  /,cr^  George  Germaim. 
(iiitfd  Halifax,  Sth  June  1776.     [Receive^ yh  July.]    •• 
My  Lorp,  v«; 

ON  the  6ih  niflnnt,  the  Mercury  packet  arrived  with  ywt: 
Loriltliip's  dirpatchts  of  the  27ih  April,  duplicate  ^aSlhv^ 
March,  copy  of  your  Lordlhip's  letter  ot  25th  Aprii|.  to 
Liet»tenant  Gcperal  de  Heiller,  and  feyeral  papers  relative  to. 
the  Hate  oi  thp  Hclliatj  troops  \  copies  of  letters  frocq  yQiir.; 
Loidihip  to  the  lords  conmiiliioners  of  the  admiralty,  of  26(h-i 
April,  and  to  Sir  Wilbam  Erfkine,  of  id  fame  month  v^Silio. , 
K;^)py  of  a  h'licr  Jrpm  ColonU  Fauovt  to  live  Ea^d'of  SuflFoik, 


A,  1779-  D    E    B    A    t    E    ST.  3*9 

Thcfe  dirpatches  were  delivered  to  mie  by  Captain  Enorrie- 
rick,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  your  Lordihip,  felting 
forth  his  good  fcrvices  in  the  late  war ;  I  apprehend  he  might 
be  employed  here  to  great  advantage,  fliould  this  conteft  coji* 
tintje  for  another  year,  by  returning  to,Eur6pe,  and  bringing 
a  corps  of  500  Gennan  chafleurs :  but  in  the  prefcrit  cam- 
paign,  without  proper  troops  for  him  to  a6l  with,  or  a  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  he  can  be  but  cafuaUy  employed,  yet  I 
hope  to  good  effeS. 

The  utmoft  attention  fliall  be  given  to  the  experience  and 
great  abilities  of  Sir  William  Erfkine  in  the  military  line,  and 
I  (hall  with  pleafure  make  known  to  him  your  Lordfliip's 
commands  to  me  in  his  favour. 

The  contents  of  Colonel  Fancitt's  letter  has  given  me  much 
fatisfadion,  and  I  fliall  not  fail  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
knowledge  it  contains. 

While  writing  this,  I  have  advice  that  feme  tranfports 
with  the  Highlanders  are  arrived  at  ihe  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  we  Ihall  all  join  un* 
dor  fail  to-morrow. 

I  cannot  take  my  leave  of  your  Lordfliip  without  exprcfling 
my  utter  amazement,  at  ihc  decifive  and  mafterly  ftrokcs  for 
carrying  fuch  extcnfive  plans  into  immediate  execution,  as 
have  been  efFeftcd  fincc  your  Lordfliip  has  aflumed  the  con— 
dudling  of  this  war,  which  is  already  mod  happily  expe- 
rienced by  thofe  who  have  the  honour  of  ferving  here  unclcr 
your  aufpiccs.     That  you  may  finally  receive  the  acknow- 
Jedgments  of  a  grateful  country,  the  lading  glory  which  fuch 
fcrvices  merit ;  and  that  I  may  in  fome  degree  contribute  to^ 
the  completion  of  meafuresfo  vigoroufly  concerted,  is  the  fer- 
vent wilh  of  yourLordlhip's,  &c.  Will.  Howe. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Howt  to  L^r^  George  Germain, 
dated  Staten  Ifland,  'jfb  July  1776. 
[^Received  loth  Auguft.J 
My  Lord, 

The  Mercury  packet  is  difpatched  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fliip of  the  arrival  of  the  Halifax  fleet,  on  the  29th  of  June, 
at  Sandy  Hook,  where  I  arrived  four  days  fooner  in  the  Grey- 
hound frigate.  I  met  wilh  Governor  Tryori  on  board  of 
fliip  at  the  Hook,  and  many  gentlemen,  fall  friends  to  {;o- 
vcrhment,  aitchdrng  him,  from  whom  I  h:^ve  had  the  fylleft. 
information  of  the  ftate 'of  the  rebels,  who  are  numerous 
and  very  advantaffeoiifly  ported  with  Ibong  iiitrcnchnicius . 
both  upon  Long  llland,  and  that  of  New  York,  with  ipore 
thah  one  huhrfred' pieces  of  cahnoti  for  the  defence' of  the 
town  toward^  the  fea,and  toobflruft  the  palfage  of  the  fleet  tjp 
the  North  River,  bcfides  a  confiderablc  held  train  of  arllllerY. 
Having  made  enquiries  of  thefc  genx.\cvTie\^^  \d\^%^QC\w%^>^cs&\iK.^ 
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of  the  country  between  Gravefend  Bay  in  Longlfland,  and 
the  enemy's  works  in  the  neighbgurhood  of  Brooklyn^  their 
accounts  were  fo  fatisfadoryy  that  I  bad  determined  to.  dif- 
embark  jthe  army  at  Gravefend,  and  with  this  intention  the 
fleet  moved  up  to  the  bay,  on  the  firil  indant,  in  the  evening, 
in  order  to  land  the  troops  at  the  break  of  day  next  morn- 
ing ;  but  being  more  particularly  informed  during  the  nighr, 
of  a  ftrong  pafs  upon  a  ridge  of  craggy  heights,  covered  with 
wood,  that  lay  in  the  route  the  army  mull  have  taken,  only 
two  miles  diftant  from  the  front  of  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment, and  feven  from  Gravefend,  which  the  rebels  would 
undoubtedly  have  occupied  before  the  King's  troops  could 
get  up  to  it ;  and  from  the  minuted  defcription,  Judging  an 
attack  upon  this  poft,  fo  ftrong  by  nature,  and  fo  near  the 
front  of  the  enemy's  works,  to  be  too  hazardous  an  attempt, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  troops  with  Commodore  Hotham, 
daily  expcfled,  I  declined  the  undertaking,  and  pafling  the 
Narrows  with  three  Ihips  of  war  and  the  firft  divifion  of 
iranfports,  landed  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  as  the 
ihips  came  up,  to  the  great  joy  of  a  raoU  loyal  people,  long 
fiifFcring  on  that  account  under  the  oppreflion  of  the  rebels 
Rationed  among  them,  who  precipitately  fled  on  the  approach 
of  the  (liipping.  The  remainder  of  the  troops  landed  during 
the  next  day  and  night,  and  are  now  diftributed  in  canton- 
ments where  they  have  the  heft  refreftimcnts. 

In  juftice  to  Captain  Reynar,  of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Chat- 
ham, who  was  direded  by  the  admiral  to  make  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  boats  for  landing  the  troops,  and  to  Captain  Curtis, 
commanding  the  Senegal  floop  of  war,  who  was  to  fuperin- 
tcr.d  the  execution,  I  muft  exprefs  my  entire  fatisfa6lion  in 
the  condud  of  thofe  gentlemen,  and  the  dependence  to  be 
placed  upon  their  future  fervices  in  this  line. 

I  propofe  waiting  here  for  the  Englilh  fleet,  or  the  arrival 
of  Lieutenant-general  Clinton,  in  readincfs  to  proceed,  un- 
lefs  by  fome  unexpefted  change  of  circumttances,  in  the  mean 
time,  it  (hould  be  found  expedient  to  adl  with  the  prcfent  force- 
In  cafe  Lieutenant-gen.  Clintcn's  fouthern  operations  fiiould 
prevent  his  joining  the  army  here,  I  am  apprehenfive  the^puf- 
feliion  of  Rhode  llland,  though  of  the  molt  important  nature, 
muft  be  deferred  until  the  arrival  of  the  fecond  embarkation 
from  Europe,  unlefs  Gcmeral  Carleton  (hould  penetrate  early 
into  this  province,  which  may  enable  me  to  fpare  a  corps 
adequate  to  that  fervice.  But  as  I  muft  efteem  a  previous 
imprcifion  upon  the  enemy's  principal  force,  colle(.^led  inahis 
quarter,  to  be  the  lirft  objcd  of  my  attention,  I  fliali  hol^  it 
Iteadily  in  view,  without  loling  fight  of  thofe  which^  compa- 
ratively,  may  be  cfle;;mcd  co\Uicia\. 
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Vice  Admiral  ShuWham  was  joined  on  his  voyage  by  fix 
tranfport?beli)nging  to  the  Highland  corps,  having  three  com- 
panies of  the  4'2d  and  three  of  the  71ft  on  board.  There  is 
no  other  intelligence  of  this  embarkation!  excepting  an  ac- 
coimt  puhlilhed  in  the  New  York  papers,  that  t>*o  tranf- 
ports  ot  the  fleet  were  taken  by  the  enemy's  privateers,  and 
carried  into  Bofton  ;  that  Major  Menzie^  \^as  killed  in  the 
engagement,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell  of  the  7i(t 
made  prifoner,  with  fifteen  other  officers,  and  about  450  men. 
Sir  W.  Erflcine  is  among  thofe  that  are  abfent. 

Governor  Franklyn,  who  for  a  long  time  maintained  his 
ground  in  Jerfey,  has  been  lately  taken  into  cuftody  at  Am- 
boy,  and  is  at  this  .time  detained  a  prifoner  in  Coiihedicut  ; 
and  the  mayor  of  New  York  was  confined  a  few  days  a^o, 
upon  a  frivolous  complaint  of  his  fending  intelligence  to  Go- 
vernor Tryon,  brought  to  trial,  and  condemned  to  fuiFer 
death ;  but,  by  the  laft  intelligence,  the  fentence  was  not 
carried  into  execution^ 

Notwithftandii^g  thefe  violent  proceedings,  I  have  the 
fatisfadifm  to  inform  your  Lordlhip,  that  there  is  great 
reafon  to  expert  a  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitants  to 
join  the  army  from  the  provinces  of  York,  the  Jeifeys,  and 
Cunnedicut,  who,  in  this  time  of  Oniverfal  oppreffion, 
only  wait  for  opportunities  to  give  proofs  of  their  loyalty  and 
^eal  for  government.  Sixty  men  came  over  two  days  at'o, 
with  a  few  arms,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrcwfbury, 
in  Jerfey,  who  are  all  defirous  to  ferve  ;  and  I  uinleiiiand 
there  are  500  more  in  that  quarter  ready  to  follow  thtir 
example.  '1  his  difpofition  among  the  pet)ple  makes  me  im- 
patient for  the  arrival  of  Lord  Howe,  concluding  the  powers 
with  which  he  is  iurniflied  will  have  the  bell  efFed  at  this 
critical  time  :  but  I  am  Itill  ot  opinion,  that  peace  will  not 
be  refiored  in  America  until  the  rebel  army  is  defeated. 

1  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordlhip,  the  inconveniency 
ariiing  from,  the  want  of  camp  equipage  at  this  time,  which 
may  continue  during  the  courfe  of  this  rebellion,  unlefs  fent 
oyt  )he  year  before  it  is  to  be  ufed :  alfo  the  necellity  of  an 
early  fupply  of  woollens,  linen,  and  ihoes  for  the  provincial 
troops  that  I  may  retain  in  pay  during  the  winter,  as  tlicfe 
things  are  not  to  be  had  here  on  any  terms  ;  and  the  diltrefs 
ot  the  inhabitants  in  general  is  fo  great,  from  the  want  of 
thofe  articles,  that  the  friends  of  government  will  fufFcr  much, 
without  affiitance  from  Europe. 

Lieutenant  tolonel  B  unt,  of  the  4th  regiment,  who  has 
my  leave  to  return  to  Britain,  from  the  particular  fituation 
of  his  afFairsj  will  deliver  this  difpatch^  and  I  have  the  honour 
to  bc^  &c,  W.  tlov>(«.- 
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Ccpy  tfa  Uiierfrom  General  Howe  io  Lord  George  Gprmiio* 
dated^x^ien  Illand,  8/A  July  1776.  [^RiUived lotb A'iguft.j. 
My  Lord, 
HAVING  yeilerday  fiibmitied  to  the  Admirars  confide* 
ratii)n»  the  propriety  of  fending  a  n^ival  force  up  the  north 
river,  above  the  town  of  New  York,  with  a  view  to  diftref:r 
the  rebels  on  titat  ifland,^  by  obdrufling  fu  p  plies  coming  do  virn 
the  river,  and  other  good  confc<fuences  dependent  upon  ihat 
meafure^  which  meeting  with  his  approbationi  orders,  9i7e 
givc,n  for  two  (hips,  one  of  forty,  and  another  of  twenty  giins, 
to  proceed  upon  that  fervice  the  iirft  favourable  opportunity; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  thefe  (hips,  n)ore  than  which  caa-* 
not  be  fpared  at  prefent  from  the  protection  of  the  traAfports, 
will  prove  of  fuflicient  force  to  fupport  themfelves  againft  all 
attempts  of  the  enemy  from  the  upper  river,,  and  toapfwetr 
the  piirpofes  for  which  they  are  intended. 

Several  men  have  come  over  to  this  ifland,  and  to  the  (hips» 
fincc  my  letter  of  yefterday  ;  and  by  a  ncwfpaper  of  thp  6th 
I  learn,  that  the  continental  Congrcfs,  on  the  Tuefday  pre* 
cediii;;,  had  declared  the  united  Colonies  free  and  inwpont 
dent  Ilatei^.  The  fame  paper  mentions,  that  30  fail  of  UinC* 
ports,  a  tifiy-gun  (hip,  and  feverai  fmall  fliips  of  war^'bad 
got  over  Qiaries  Town  bar,  in  South  Carolina,  without  fpc* 
cifying  the  time,  or  any  circumftance  in  conC^uenpOj; '^iqt 
fides  a  fummOns  for  the  town^o  furrender,  which  was  nsjeitt-i' 
cd  ;  having  no'  better  authority  for  this  intelligence  than  the 
ncwfpaper,  1  decline  making  any  obfervatioos  upon  it^^nd 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  W,  HoWEv«  •« 

C(*py  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germajn  to  General  Ho^M* 
<;^tf/^// Whitehall,  3^/ May  1776.    [Received  ^'ith \^^:J^Ai 
SIR,  .        ■   "  '■\.^tv- . 

MR.  Brown,  to  whom  you  entrufted  your  importatitfdif-  - 
patch  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  2ilt  of  March,  arrivcf^.ti^ra 
this  afternoon,  ai^d  I  immediately  laid  it  before  the  Kingy 

The  indofcd  duplicates  of  the  letters  which  have.  botsQ 
written  to  you  fmce  that  from  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  a$|d 
October,  which  you  fay  was  the  lad  you  had  received,,and  ttM 
topics  which  I  alfo  fend  you  of  Mr.  Robinfon's  letter,-  y^jjl 
(iiew,  that  every  p;'(Iible  attention  has  been  given  to  your  (itut*- 
ii4)n,  as  well  as  in  explaining  to  you  the  meafures  which.had 
been  taken  for  an  early  reinforcement  of  vour  army,  as  in 
fending  out  ample  fupplies  of  provifions  and  itorcs  of  every  fort. 
The  mifcarriage  of  the  difpalches  lias  been  very  unfortu- 
pate,  and  your  not  having  received  fupplies  would  have  been 
fatal,  but  tor  ih.e  (lep  you  very  prudently  took  of  withdrawing 
)rom  the  town  of  Bofloti,  which,  uiider  the  circumflaiKes 
yuu  have  (laicdy  is  a  meafurc  vct^  vwucVv  ^^^icri^d  Vw  ihc 
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King,  and  in  the  execution  of  whtch,-  you  have  given  the 
fulteit  proof  of  his  Majefiy's  wifdorn  and  difcernnienti  in-the 
choice  of  fo  able  aad  brave  an  officer  to  command  hi^  tToops 
in  America. 

You  will  fee  by  my  difpatch  to  you  of  the  18th  of  No- 
vember ♦,  6th  and  a7th  of  December  t,  5th  of  January  l^, 
ift  and  7th  of  February  §,  28th  of  March  |,  and  27rh  of 
April**,  that  every  poffible  effort  has  been  ufed  to  give  you 
fuch  a  force,  and  to-iend  you  fuch  fupplic$  as  u^ould  enable 
you  to  z&  with  efFe£t  in  the  courfe  of  this  fummer,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  feciire  the  poiTefTion  of  Canada,  and  reduce 
the  fouthern  colonies  to  obedience. 

With  refped  to  that  part  of  the  force  deftined  to  thofe  dif- 
ferent objeAs,  which  is  to  reinforce  the  army  under  your  im- 
mediate comi!hand,  you  will  fee,  that  the  armament  fent'to 
the  fouthward  has  orders  to  join  you  as  early  as  poflible* 
and  to  hfizard  nothing  that  may  defeat  that  junction  ;  you  wilt 
alfo  fee,  that  the  Highland  corps,  amounting  to  nekr  3500 
men,  are  failed  from  the  Clyde  within  thefe  few  days ;  that 
thegreateft  part  of  the  firfl  divifion  of  Heflians,  amounting 
to  8200  men,  is  adually  arrived  at  Spithead,  and  will  pro- 
bably fail  to-morrow  or  next  day,  in  company  with  a  de- 
tachment of  the  guards,  amounting  to  1090  men,  and  there 
is  great  hope,  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  remainder  of 
the  Heffians,  computed  at  about  4000,  will  be  ready  to  pro^ 
ceed. 

The  tranrports  for  the  reception  of  General  But^|c^¥ie's 
rcginrient  of  light  cavalry,  and  for  about  800  draught  norfes« 
are  alfo  fitting  in  the  river  ;  and  thofe  articles  of  military 
(lores  demanded  in  the  returns  tranfmitted  with  the  difFerient 
letters  I  have  received  from  you,  have  been  cither  already  fent, 
or  are  now  preparing  to  be  fcnt,  as  far  a^  we  are  able  to  pro- 
cure them. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  tlie  force  which  is  dcftined  fur 
the  fervice  in  Canada,  confirting,  exclufivc  of  the  early  re- 
lief fent  out  with  the  Ifis,  of  feven  regiments  from  Ireland, 
one  from  England^  and  a  body  of  near  5000  foreign  troops  ; 
thofe  regiments  failed  from  Cork  the  8th  of  April,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Frafer  ;  and  the  ift  di- 
vifion of  Brunf wickers,  amounting  to  about  2000  men,  to- 

•  gether 


'   *^  By  the  Triton.  +  By  the  Milford  frigate. 

• 'J  By  the  Greyhoond."  §  Ditto. 

•J  -By  a  pAckct  exprefs  from  Bofton.         "**  By  another  pac':ct. 
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gether  with  the  Hanau  regiment,  and  the  21ft  regiment  from 
riymouth,  allb  failed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne,  on  ihe  7ih  of  April  ;  and  from  the  time  at 
which  they  failed,  and  the  fair  wind  ihey  have  had  fince, 
there  is  good  reafon  to  hope  they  arc  by  this  time  in  the 
river  St,  Lawrence ;  and  you  will,  I  truft,  have  been  early 
enough  apprized  of  this  arrangement,  to  have  prevented  you 
in  your  delign  of  fending  any  part  of  your  force  to  Qiiebcc, 
for  it  is  of  great  confequence,  in  every  light,  that  it  ihoiild 
be  kept  intire. 

Under  thefe  clrcumftances  of  preparation,  the  King  had 
entertained  a  well  grounded  hope,  that  an  early  and  effec- 
tual impreffion  would  have  been  made,  either  in  New  Eng- 
land or  New  York,  and  that  the  fupplies  which  had  been 
fent  out  would  have  arrived  in  time  tqr  have  enabled  yon 
to  have  maintained  yourfelf  at  Bodon,  until  a  force  was  col- 
Icfted  adequate  to  fome  decifivc  blow.  The  failure  of  thefe 
fupplies  is  a  very  unfortunate  event:  but,  though  in  your 
fituation  at  Halifax,  you  will  for  a  time  be  further  removed 
from  thofe  places,  where  the  force  you  will  have  under  yout 
command  muft  ultimately  be  employed,  yet,  as  I  fee  you  have 
taken  the  proper  meafures,  in  leaving  cruizcrs  off  the  coaft 
of  New  England,  that  the  (hips  which  may  arrive  from  Eng- 
land may  ftill  join  you  with  fecurity,  you  will  foon,  I  trut^^ 
have  it  in  your  power  to  carry  on  operations  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

This  change  in  your  fituation  appearing  by  your  letters  ta 
have  been  adopted  for  the  temporary  purpofe  of  conveniencCf 
and  the  better  to  enable  you  to  difengage  yourfelf  of  the  em- 
barraflment  that  might  obftrudi  a  more  decided  operation^ 
will,  therefore,  induce  no  alteration  of  the  plan  for  fending 
the  Heflians  and  guards  to  Rhode  Ifland,  according  to  my  in- 
ftrudlions  to  Lieutenant  General  Heifter,  and  they  will  of 
courfc  take  poll  there,  if  practicable,  if  they  find  no  orders 
from  you  to  the  contrary. 

As  they  cannot,  however,  be  fupplied  from  hence  with  a 
fufiicicht  quantity  of  artillery  and  intrenching  tools,  you  will 
endeavour  to  fend  them  what  yoii  think  adequate  to  that  fer* 
vice. 

The  Heflians  have  their  regimental  field  pieces;  fome  Ij^ht 
three  pounders  are  on  board  an  ordnance  (tore  fhip  that  fails 
with  them,  and  the  number  of  cartridges,  which  I  under* 
flood  is  about  thirty  rounds  per  man,  will  be  made  up  to  fix* 
ty,  out  of  the  f tores  at  Portfmouth :  but  they  mull  depend 
upon  you  for  intrenching  toolS|  though  every  effort  will  be 

mado 
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made  to  colleA  what  can  be  procured  at  Portfmouth  and  the 
Tower,  and  to  put  on  board  the  tranrports  as  much  as  they 
can  receive. 

By  the  intelligence  we  receive  from  time  to  time,  of  what 
is  pafiing  at  New  York,  it  feems  as  if  the  rebels  had  deter- 
mined to  oppofe  a  landing  at  chat  place,  and  for  that  purpofe 
to  colle6l  a  large  force  there ;  but  of  this,  it  is  moft  •likely, 
you  will  receive  certain  and  better  accounts  thin  we  can  ^et ; 
I  fend  you,  however,  the  lateft  intelligence  wc  have  from 
that  quarter,  becaufe  it  points  out  the  particulars  of  the  de- 
fence the  enemy  are  preparing  to  make,  and  it  may,  in  that 
ici'ptQf  be  of  fomc  ufe  to  you. 

The  plan  you  propofe  for  attacking  New  York  as  f(X)ri  as 
polliblc,  is  becoming  that  fpirit  and  vigour  with  which  you 
always  aiSt:  but  as  fuch  large  reinforcements  are  going  to 
you,  I  wifti  they  may  arrive  before  the  time  of  carrying  it 
into  execution,  that  your  force  may  be  fo  increafed,  as  to 
render  your  fuccefs  more  certain. 

I  am,  &c,  Geo.  Germain. 


Extrfi^  $f  a  Letter  from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, dated  Head  garters y  Staten  Ifland,  6/AAuguftl776. 
[^Recetved  2%th  September.] 

JUDGING  your  LfOrdfhip  wiH  be  anxious  for  informa- 
tion, and  having  two  packets  on  this  fide,  I  difpatch  the 
Sandwich,  without  waiting  for  further  tidings  of  Commo- 
dore Hotham  and  the  part  of  his  fleet  not  yet  arrived,  but 
which,  from  late  reports,  may  with  reafon  be  hourly  ex- 
feded. 

-.  The  troops  that  have  arrived  to  this  day  are  exprelTed  in 
my  returns  to  the  fecretary  at  war  and  adjutant  general, 
whereby  your  Lordfhip  will  obferve,  that  we  arc  in  force  fuf- 
iicient  to  enter  upon  ofFenfive  operations ;  but  I  am  detain- 
ed by  the  want  of  camp  equipage,  particularly  kettles  and 
cantines,  fo  elFcntial  in  the  field,  and  without  which  too  much 
is  to  be  apprehended  on  the  fcore  of  health,  at  a  time  when 
fickncfs  among  the  Britilh  troops  was  never  more  to  be 
dreaded,  from  a  due  confideration  of  their  importance,  in  the 
prufccution  of  this  diftant  war,  and  eAeeming  the  army  pre- 
fcnt  as  the  (lock  upon  which  the  national  force  in  America 
mud  in  future  be  grafted  \  however,  if  the  camp  equipage 
Ihould  not  arrive  with  Commodore  Hotham^  we  mult  ufc 
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every  means  to  provide  againft  thofe  wants,  and  the  army 
%vill  immediately  begin  to  a<5t. 

Vour  Lordlhip's  difpatches  of  the  3d,  i2th,  and  13th  May^ 
with  the  duplicates  of  others,  fince  the  22d  Odober  1775, 
were  received  by  the  Sandwich  packet,  on  the  27th,  and  by 
Lord  Hyde,  on  the  29th  July.  His  Majefty's  mod  gracious 
approbation  of  my  withdrawing  the  tfOops  from  Bofton,  un- 
der the  circumftancesi  as  defcribed  in  my  difpatch  of  2ift  of 
March,  and  the  flattering  terms  wherein  it  was  conveyed  by 
your  Lordlhip,  does  me  the  highefl  honour^ 

Having  communicated  my  reafons  in  a  former  letter,  for 
ordering  the  guards  and  Heiiians  to  this  port,  previous  to  any 
attempt  upon  Rhode  Ifland,  I  am  (ince  conBrmed  in  the  pro- 
priety of  luch  a  meafure,  by  finding,  as  I  expe6^cd,  the  prin- 
cipal force  of  the  rebels  aifembled  at  New  York,  from  whence 
to  difludge  them,  it  will  require  our  collcSed  ftrcngth  befortf 
any  other  operation  can  take  place.  In  this  I  fliall  now  be 
mod  eifcntially  afliiled  by  Lieutenant  General  Clinton  and 
Lord  Cornwallis,  who  arrived  here  from  South  Carolina,  on 
the  ifl  inOant.  The  fouthern  tranfadions  have  been  font  to 
your  Lordfhip  by  General  Clinton,  and  duplicates  of  his  letters 
going  by  this  opportunity,  I  need  not  touch  upon  that  fubje£l« 

The  rhoenix  of  40  guns,  and  the  Rofe  ot  20,  paifed  the 
enemies  batteries  tip  the  north  river,  on  the  r2th  of  July,  in 
mid  day.  We  have  not  received  any  diredl  intelligence  &om 
them  fmce  they  went  upon  this  fervice  \  buc  by  private  means 
I  learn,  they  did  not  fufFer  the  leaft  damage  from  the  enemies 
batteries,  and  that  they  were  in  fufety,.  at  the  upper  end  of 
thejapan  fea,  a  few  days  part. 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  rebel  armies  fent  me  the 
enclofcd  letter  and  narrative  of  fome  paft  tranfafiions  in  Ca- 
nada, which  I  thought  proper  to  anfwcr  in  general  terms, 
directing  to  **  George  Walhmgton,  Efquire,  &c.  &c."  as  the 
molt  unexceptionable  mode  of  addrefs.  The  officer  font  to 
meet  the  flag  would  hot  receive  my  letter,  as  it  did  not  ex* 
prefs  his  general  titles;  inconfequenceofwhich,  I  fent  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Paterfon,  adjutant  general,  a  few  days  after* 
wards,  to  remonltrate  upon  this,  and  other  circumlbnccs, 
relative  to  the  ufage  of  General  Prefcot,  and  feveral  officers  rn 
the  enemy's  poUHnon^  and  to  mention  an  exchange  of  pri- 
ioncrs.  This  interview  was  more  polite  than  interefting; 
however,  it  induced  me  to  change  my  fuperfcription  for  the 
aiiaininent  of  an  end  fodcfirabic,  a«d  in  this  view,  I  flatter 
inyfelf  it  will  not  be  difapprovcd.  The  letters,  though  un- 
imj)ortant,  are  all  inclofed  for  your  Lordlhip  s  fatisfadion. 

The 
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The  report  concerning  the  71ft  regiment,  as  mentiDned  in 
my  laft,  proves  to  be  true  by  later  accounts,  direflly  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  vvho  is  a  prifoner  at  Bodon^ 
:)nd  it  is  confirmed,  that  Major  Menzies  was  killed  in  the 
a6lion.  This  unfortunate  accident  makes  a  confiderable  ad- 
dition to  their  number  of  prifoners,  and  irtcreafes  my  anxiety 
for  their  relief*  for  which  end,  I  (hall  ufe  every  means  in  my 
power,  to  improve  and  avail  myfelf  of  this  agreement  for  thQ 
exchange  of  prifoners. 

Major  Rogers  havin?  efcaped  to  tis  from  Philadelphia,  is 
empowered  to  raifc  a  battalion  of  rangers,  which,  1  hopej 
mav  be  ufeful  In  the  courfe  of  the  campaign. 

It  is  with  much  fatisfaflion  I  am  to  inform  your  Lord(hip» 
that  the  troops  which  came  with  me,  and  thofe  fince  arrivedi 
arc  in  pcrfea  good  health. 

ExtraSf  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  t9  Gtmrat 
Howe,  ^/^^  Whitehall,  June  II,  1776. 

[Riceived  I2th  AM^tt.'\ 

YOUR  letters  of  the  25th  of  April,  7th  and  t2ih  of  May, 
together  wijh  the  inclofures,  have  been  received,  and  I  have 
bad  die  honour  of  laying  them  before  his  Majefty. 

It  would  have  been  very  fortunate,  if  the  difpatches,  to 
wkich  you  allude,  and  which  have  been  fo  long  on  their,  paf* 
(age,  had  reached  you  in  due  time,  and  it  gave  a  real  faci8« 
fa^ionto  learn,  that  yon  had  at  laft  received  them. 

Your  attention  to  the  fervice,  in  fending  the  47th  resi- 
meat  to  C^iebcc,  is  highly  commendable ;  but  I  truft  tlie 
forces  fent  trom  Eurppe,  for  the  relief  of  that  place,  and  the 
redudion  of  the  neighbouring  country  to  their  obedience^ 
will  fully  anfwer  thufe  purpofes ;  you  will  defire  General 
Carleton  to  return  you  that  ^regiment,  unlefs  he  (hall  find 
that  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  makes  it  necefr 
fary  for  him  to  keep  it. 

Give  me  leave  to  exprcfs  my  fatisfaAion  on  the  fafe  arri- 
val of  your  fclf,  and  the  fleet,  at  Halifax.  The  capture  of 
the  brie  was  an  unfortunate  circumftance ;  but  1  hope  that 
the  loi^of  the  ihoes  and  woollen  articles,  which  were  on 
board,  have,  ere  this,  been  repaired  by  means  of  the  (lores 
that  were  forwarded  in  the  (hips  that  have  been  fcnt  from 
hence. 

Vol.  X.  Z  His 
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.  His  Majcfty  has  been  pleafed  to  approve  of  your  appoint- 
ment of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Paterfon,  of  the  63d  regiment^ 
to  be  your  adjutant-general,  and  I  ihall  certainly  pay  due  at- 
tention to  your  recommendation  of  Major  Kemble. 

I  cannot  hdpexpreffing  my  concern,  that  fo  many  of  hi5 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjeSs  in  America  ihould  be  fo  much 
diftrefled  for  the  want  of  provifions,  that  it  is  neceflary  for 
you  to  fupply  them  from  the  King's  ftores ;  and  it  is  impof- 
iible  for  mc  to  fay  more,  upon  fo  delicate  a  bufinefsi  than  that 
you  mu(l  be  guided  by  your  own  feelings  and  humanity> 
which,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  always  direct  you  right. 

In  anfwer  to  the  latt  paragraph  of  your  letter,  April  25th» 
it  will  be  fufficrent  for  me  to  obferve,  that  your  brother. 
Lord  Howe's  arrival  in  America,  muft  have  afforded  yoU  the 
moft  pleafing,  as  well  as  mod  convincing  proofs,  of  the  great  . 
eflimation  in  which  his  Majefty  holds  you,  and  of  the  opinion 
he  fo  juftly  entertains  of  your  ability  and  inclinatioa  to  ren- 
der him  the  moft  elicntial  fervices. 

His  Majefty  always  &&s  upon  fuch  fixed  atid  linalterable 
principles  of  juftice,  that  he  will  never  withdraw  his  royal 
favour  and  confidence  from  any  of  his  fervants,  without  rea- 
fon  ;  and  abfencc,  which  has  frequently  proved  fatal  to  the  for- 
tunes of  even  the  mott  meritorious  men,  will  in  thefedays,  I 
aiD  pofitive,  be  detrimental  to  none»  as  the  Kins  (eeois  to 
make  the  interefts  of  thofe,  who  are  abroad  in  his  (ervicps  the 
more  peculiar,  and  mare  immediate  obje£ts  of  his  care. 

The  whole  of  Brigadier  General  Robertfon's  behaviour  is 
d^ferving  of  great  commendations.  And  his  Majefty  approves 
of  your  having  appointed  him  to  ad  as  major  general,  and  con- 
fents,  that  he  (hould  continue  to  ferve  in  America  in  tliat  ca* 
pacity  this  campaign. 

It  is  not  neceirary  for  me  to  enter  into  the  parttculjirs  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  May  7  ;  but  as  I  feel  myfelf  perfcS- 
Iv  fatistied  with  wiiat  yoit  have  already  done,  and  purpofe  to 
do,  it  woHld  Ix:  ungenerous  in  mc  not  to  endeavour,  in  my 
turn,  to  coiitribiite  10  your  happinek,  by  afTuring  you«  that 
your 'actions  ami  inteiitions  are  honoured  with  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  your  fovcr«ign. 

•  P.  S.  When  I  was  clofing  mv  letter,  I  received  the  very 
agreeable  inieiligcnce  from  Q^iebec,  which  you  will  fee  in 
the  inclofed  Gazette  Extraordinary.  I  moft  heartily  con- 
gratulate you  upon  an  event  that  muft  greatly  facilitate  all 
pur  operations,  and  opens  a  profpedl  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
rebellion  in  one  campaign. 

Copy 
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y 

Ccpf  of  a  Letter f mm  GewralilQ\ve  •  fa  i^ord George  Germaine, 

^wStaten  Ifland,  i^th  Auguft  1776. 

[^Received  loth  Oftober  1776. J 

.    My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  v^tx^t  of  your 
Lordfhip's  difpatthes  on  the  JUh  andi2th  of  June,  by  the 
Halifax  packet  arriving  here  the  nth  inftant. 

On  the  1 2th  the  two  fleets,  under  convoy  of  Commodore 
Hothanif  and  the  Repulfe,  metofFthisharbour^  and  came  in 
together ;  the  guards  and  Hefliaps  on  board  are  reported  to 
be  very  healthy*  The  camp  equipage  is  alfo  come^  and  no 
lime  will  bo  loft  in  proceeding  upon  the  operations  of  the 
campaign. 

Lord  Dunmore  and  Lord  William  Campbell  arrived  yef- 
terday  from  the  fouth ward,  with  Sir  Peter  Parliper;  being 
-anxious  to  fend  ofTtbis  packet,  I  defer  being  more  particular 
until  the  neait  departure.     1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Will,  Howe. 

Copy  dfa  Letter. from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George  Giermalnei 

dated  Head  ^artersy  Staten  Ifland,  ibth  Auguft  1776.J 

iK^cfived  lotb  0(aober.] 

My  LoHd» 

THE  provincial  corps  already  raiJRbd^  and  the  new  levies^ 
which  may  probably  be  made,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  Ame- 
rican war,  mud  neceflfahly  occafion  a  great  additional  ex* 
pence;  and  their  various  eftabJilhments  will  of  courfe  r^- 

!|uire  a  very  exa£t  arrangstnenty  for  fettling  accounts  of  fub- 
iftence  and  contingencies,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  leave  leaft 
room  for  impofition  or  confufion  ;  I  (hould,  therefore,  humbly 
propofe  to  leparate  them  from  all  other  extraordirraries,  by 
appointing  a  pay-maftcr  general  to  keep  them  diiliji£l ;  and 
in  this  idea,  I  have  given  to  Captain  Robert  Mackenzie,  my 
prefent  fecretary,  a  commiffion  to  ad:  as  pay-mafter  general, 
with  the  fame  appointment  as  the  deputy  pay-mafters  gene- 
ral have,  who  aA  under  Mr.  Rigby,  in  America.  I  have 
alio  appointed  a  mufter  mailer,  to  cenify  the  pay  bills  frooi 
one  multcr  to  another. 

Captain  Mackenzie  has  ferved  his  Majefty  twenty-one 
years,  is  fully  qualified  to  difcharge  the  duties  required ;  and 

Z  a  I  beg 
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I  beg  your  Lordfhip  will  do  mc  the  honour  to  communicate 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  upon  the.  appointment. 
1  have  the  hofX)ur  to  be,  &c. 

Wm«  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Hovue  to  I^r^/George  Germaine, 

dated  Head  Quarters y  Long  Ifland,  2// September  1776. 

[Received  loth  OftoberJ 

My  Lord, 
AS  there  thay  probably  be  another  campaign  before  this 
rebellion  is  qiielled,  I  would  humbly  propofe  an  augmenta- 
tion of  800  men  to  Colonel  Donop's  chaffeurf;,  to  be  fcnt  from 
Germany,  in  the  fpring.  A  corps  of  thefe  troops,  confining  of 
1000,  would  be  of  infinite  fervice  in  covering  the  march  ot  the 
army,  and  would  prevent  much  lofs  and  fatigue  to  the  main 
body,  particularly  in  the  prefent  low  (late  of  otir  e(labliib> 
ment ;  and  if  one  hundred  difmounted  huHars  were  fent  over 
from  Heflcy  with  proper  accoutrements,  to  be  added  to  this 
corps,  horfes  might  be  procured  here,  and  they  would  prove 
very  ferviceable  in  all  our  movefnents. 

I  am,  &c,  Wm.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter fromGeneralHovre  to  Lord  Gtorgt  Germaine, 

dated  Camp  at  Newtown,  Long  Ifland,  31/  sSpt.  1776. 

[Received  2%th  September  1776.] 

My  Lord, 

ON  the  22d  of  lafl  month,  in  the  morning,  the  Britifli, 
with  Colonel  Donop's  corps  of  chaifeurs  and  Heflian  grena- 
diers, difembarked  near  Utrecht  on  Long  Illand  without  op- 
pofition,  the  whole  being  landed,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon, 
in  two  hours  and  a  half,  under  the  dircdion  of  Commodore 
Hotham,  Lieutenant-general  Clinton  commanding  thefirft 
divifion  of  the  troops. 

The  enemy  had  only  fmall  parties  on  the  coaft,  who,  up- 
on the  approach  of  tne  boats,  retired  to  the  woody  heights, 
commanding  a  principal  pafs  on  the  road  from  Flat*oufli 
to  iheir  works  at  Brooklyn.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  imme- 
diately detached  to  Flat-bulh  with  the  referve,  two  battalions 
of  light  infantry,  and  Colonel  Donop's  corps,  with  fix 
tietd'pieceSy  having  orders  not  to  rifque  an  attack  upon  the 
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pafs,  if  he  fliould  find  it  occupied ;  which  proving  to  be  the 
cafe,  his  Lordfliip  took  poft  in  the  village,  and  the  army  ex- 
tended from  the  Ferry  at  the  Narrows,  through  Utrecht  and 
Gravefend,  to  the  village  of  Flat-land. 

On  the  2<th,  Lieutenant  General  de  Heifter,  with  two 
brigades  of  Heflians  from  Staten-Ifland,  joined  the  army, 
leaving  one  brigade  of  his  troc^s,  a  detachment  of  the  141b 
regiment  from  Virginia,  fomeconvalefcents  and  recruits,  un- 
.der  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalrymple,  for  the 
fecurity  of  that  ifland. 

On  the  26th,  Lieutenant  General  de  Heifter  took  poft  at 
Flat-bu(b,  and  in  the  evening.  Lord  Cornwallis  with  thi^ 
Britifli  drew  off  to  Flat-land.  About  nine  o'clock  the  fame 
n'eht,  the  van  of  the  army,  commanded  bv  Lieut.  Gen. 
Clinton,  confiding  of  the  light  dragoons  and  briaade  of  light 
infantry,  the  neferve,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Corn* 
wallis,  excepting  the  42d  rqgiroent,  which  was  pofted  to  the 
left  of  the  Hei£^ns,  the  firft  brigade,  aud  the  71ft  regiment. 
With  fourteen  field-pieces,  began  to  move  from  Flat-land, 
acrofs  the  counuy  through  the  x7ew  Lots,  to  feize  a  pafs  in 
the  Heights,  extending  from  eaft  to  weft,  along  the  middle 
of  the  Uland,  and  about  three  miles  from  Bedford,  oii  the 
road  to  Jamaica,  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  pofted  at 
Flat-buOi. 

Aug.  27th.  General  Clinton  being  arrived  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  pafs,  about  two  hours  before  day-break»  halted, 
and  fettled  his  difpofition  for  the  attack ;  one  of  his  patroles, 
falling  in  with  a  pauole  of  the  enemy's  officers,  toolc  them ; 
and  the  general  learning  from  their  information  chat  the  re- 
bels had  not  occupied  the  pafs,  detached  a  batt^ion  of  light 
infantry  to  fecure  it,  and  aidvancing  with  his  corps  upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  day,  poflefTed  himfelf  of  the  Heights,  with 
fucha  difpofition  as  muft  have  enfured  fiiccefs,  had  be  found 
the  enemy  in  force  to  oppofe  him« 

The  main  bod^  of  the  army,  confiding  of  the  guards,  2d, 
3d,  and  5th  brigades,  with  ten  field-pieces,  led  by  Lord 
rercy,  marched  foon  after  General  Clinton,  and  halted  an 
hour  before  day  in  his  rear.  This  column  (the  country  not 
admitting  of  two  columns  of  march)  was  lollowed  by  the 
49th  regiment,  with  four  medium  twelve  pounders,  and  the 
baggage  clofed  the  rear  with  feparate  guards. 

As  foon  as  thefe  corps  had  pafled  the  heights,  they  halted 
jEbr  the  foldiers  to  take  a  little  refrefhment,  after  which  the 

Z  3  march 
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march  was  continued,  aftdl  iahoiit  half  an  hour  paft  eight 
crdock,  hgvmg  got  to  BtrdfoTd,  in  the  fear  of  the  enemy's 
teft,  the  attack  was  coftirtrenced  by  the  light  infantry  arid  light  . 
dragoons  upon  Urge  bodies  of  the  rebels,  having  cannon,  vv^b 
'ifrere  quiitihg  thfc  woody  heights  before-mentioned  to  re- 
turn to  their  fiiies,  upon  difcoveringthe  march  of  the  anfiy ; 
inftead  of  whfch  they  were  drove  back,  and  the  arnry 
ftill  moving  On  xb  gain  the  enemy's  rear,  the  gretiadier^  and 
j^d  fegiment  being  in  front  of  the  column,  foon  approached 
within  muiket-fliot  of  the  enemy's  lines  at  Brooklyn,  from 
t^'hcnce  thefe  battalions^  without  regarding  the  fire  of  cannon 
aiid  fmall  arms  upon  them,  piirfued  numbers  of  the  rebels  that  * 
tfrWe  fetiririg  from  the  Hdghts  fo  clofe  to  their  principal 
redoubt;  and  with  fuch  eagernefs  to  attack  it  by  rtorra,  that 
it  required  repeated  orders  to  prevail  upon  them  to  defift 
from  the  itttertipt.  Had  they  been  permitted  to  go  on,  it  is 
my  opinibn  they  would  have  carried  the  redoubt ;  -but  as  it 
was  apparent  the  lines  muft  have  been  ours  at  a  very  cheap 
rate,  by  r^ilar  approaches,  I  would  not  riixjue  the  lofs  that 
tnrdit  have  been  fuflained  in  the  afiaulty  and  ordered  them 
back  to  a  hollow  w^y,  in  the  front  of.  the  works,  out  of  the 
reach  of  tliuftjufetry. 

Lieutenant  General  de  Heitter  bfegah  fcJon  after  ddy-break 
to  cannonade  the  enemy  in  the  front,  and  upon  the  approadi 
of  our  right,  ordered  Colonel  Donop*s  corps  td  advance  j:o 
the  attack  of  (be  hrU,  following  Tiimfelf  at  the  head  pf'  the 
btigifdtfs.  The  light  infantry  about  that  time  having  been 
reinforced  by  the  light  company,  th6  grenadier -cooipany, 
and  twd^itiier  com^ani^s  of  the  guards,  who  joined  thcrti 
with  the  grcateft  aQivity  and  fpirit,  had  taken  three  pieces  of 
jcaiTrtoTi,  arid  were  warmly  engaged  with  very  fuperior  nurq* 
btrs  in  thfi'^Vbbds,  ivheri  on  the  rlelTians  advancing,  the  cnC' 
tnygavtivay,  and  was  entirely  routed  in  that  quarter. 
.  On  the  left,  Major  General  Grant  having  the  fourth  and 
fi^th  brigades,  the  42d  regimtiit,  and  two  companies  of  Njew 
York  provincials,  raifed  by  Governor  Tryon  in  the  fpring, 
advanced  along  thecoalt  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  divert 
the  enemy's  attention  from  the  left.  About  midnight  he 
fell  in  xvith  their  advanced  parties^  Und  at  day-break  with  a 
large  corps,  havirig  cannon,  and  advantageoufly  polled, 
with  whutn  there  was  (kirmilhing  and  a  cannonade  for 
fome  hours,  until  by  the  firing  at  Brooklyn,  the  rebels  fuf- 
pc£ting  their  retreat  would  be  cut  ofF,  made  a  movement  to 
tht  right,  in  order  to  fecure  ft  acrofs  a  f^amp  and  creek, 

th^t 


A.  1779,  DEBATES-  343- 

that  coveitd  the  right  of  their  works ;  but  being  met  in  their 
way  by  part  of  the  2d  grenadiers,  who  were  foon  after  fup« 
ported  by  the  71ft  regiment,  and  General  Grant's  left  com- 
ing up,  they  fiiflferedconfiderably:  numbers  of  them^  how 
ever,  did  get  into  the  morafs,  where  many  were  fuifocatcd  or 
drowned. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  detached  from  the  lines  where  Ge- 
neral Putnam  commanded,  was  not  lefs,  from  the  beft  ac- 
counts I  have  had,  than  10,000  men,  who  were  under  tfie 
onfcrs  of  Major  General  Sullivan,  Brigadier  Generals  Lord 
Stirling  and  Udell.  Their  lofs  iscomputed  to  be  about  3,300 
killed,  wounded,  prifonersj  and  drowned ;  with  five  field- 
pieces  and  one  howitzer  taken.  A  return  of  the  prifoners 
is  inclofed.  ^ 

On  the  part  of  the  King's  troops,  five  officers,  and  fiftv- 
fix  non-commiflioned  officers,  and  rank  and  file  killed ; 
twdve  officers,  and  245  non-commiflioned  officers,  and  rank 
and  file  wounded ;  one  officer  and  twenty  grenadiers  of  the 
marines  taken,  by  miftaking  the  enemy  for  the  Heffians. 

The  Heffians  nad  two  privates  killed,  three  officers,  and 
twenty-three  rank  aiid  file  wounded.  .  The  wounds  are  in 
general  very  flisht.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Monckton  is  (Hot 
through  the  body,  biit  there  are  the  grcatcft  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery. •  . 

The  behaviour  of  both  officers  and  foldiers,  Britilh  and 
Heffians,  was  highly  to  their  honour.  More  determined  cou- 
rage and  fteadinefs  in  troops  have  never  been  experienced,  or 
a  greater  ardour  to  diftinguifh  themfelves,  as  all  thofe  who 
had  an  opportunity  haveatnply  evinced  by  their  anions. 

In  the  evening  of  the  27th,  .the  arm^  encamped  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  works.  On  the  28th  at  night,  broke  ground  606 
yards  diftant  from  a  redoubt  upon  their  left,  and  on  the  29th 
at  night,  the  rebels  evacuated  their  entrenchments,  and  Ked- 
hook,  with  the  utmoft  filence,  and  quitted  Governor's  Ifland 
the  following  evening,  leaving  their  cannon  and  a  quantity  of 
(lores  in  all  their  works.  At  day-break  on  the  30th,  their 
flight  was  difcovered,  the  picquets  of  the  line  took  pofleffion, 
and  ihofc  moft  advanced  reached  the  (hore  oppofite  to  New 
York,  as  their  rearguard  was  going  over,  and  nred  fome  (hot 
among  them. 

The  enem^  is  (till  in  poflcffion  of  the  town  and  ifland  of 
New  York,  in  force,  and  making  demonftration  of  oppofing 
us  in  their  works  on  both  fides  ofKing's  Bridge. 

Z4  The 
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The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  many  of  whom  had  been 
forced  into  rebellion,  have  all  fubmittedy  and  are  ready  to  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance. 

This  difpatch  will  be  delivered  to  your  Lordfhip  by  Major 
Cuyler,  my  firft  aid -de-camp,  who  I  trnft  will  be  able  to  give 
your  Lordlhip  fuch  further  information  as  may  be  required. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 

P.  S.  I  have  omitted  to  take  notice  iti  its  proper  places  of  a 
movement  made  by  the  King's  (hips,  towards  the  town,  on 
the  27th  at  day-break,  with  a  view  of  drawing^ofFthe  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  from  our  real  defigni  which,  I  believe,  ef- 
fedually  anfwered  the  intended  purpofc^' 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George  Gee- 
m2L\t\<i^  dated  Head  Quarters,  York  Ifland,  2\Ji  September 
J776. 

[Received  zA  November.] 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  fatisfadion  to  inform  your  Lordfliip  of  his 
Majefty's  troops  being  in  poflcffion  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Upon  the  rebels  abandoning  their  lines  at  Brooklyn,  the 
King's  army  moved  from  Bedford,  leaving  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Heifter  encamped  upon  the  heights  of  Brooklyn  with 
two  brigades  of  Heilians,  and  one  brigade  of  Britifli  at  Bed* 
ford,  and  took  five  pofitions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
town, Bufhwick,  Hell-gate,  and  Flulhing. 

The  two  iflands  of  Montrefor  and  Buchannan  were  occu- 

Eicd,  and  batteries  raifed  againfl  the  enemy's  work  at  Horen's 
00k,  commadine  the  paliage  at  Hell-gate. 
On  the  15th  inftant  in  the  morning,  three  (hips  of  war  paf- 
fed  up  the  north  river  as  far  as  Bloomingdale,  to  draw  tho 
enemy*s  attention  to  that  fide  ;  and  the  fird  divifion  of  troops, 
confiiiingof  the  light  infantry,  the  Britiih  referve,  the  Heffiaa 
grenadiers  and  chalfeurs,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Genera]  Clinton,  having  with  him  Lieutenant  General  Earl 
Cornwallis,  Major  General  Vanghan,  Brigadier  General  Lef- 
lie,  and  Col.  Donop,  embarked  at  the  head  of  New-jlQwn 
irrcek,  and  landed  about  noon  upon  New  York  ifland,  three 
miles  from  the  town,  at  a  place  called  Kcpp's  bay  underT.the 
file  of  two  40  gun  fiiips  and  tliree  irigatcs,  as  per  margin*, 

♦  PtKKiv..^^  Ro«:buok,  Ori^Vveus,  C;\t^'\^oxx.^  ^vofe* 
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Commodore  Hothami  having  the  direction  of  the  (hips  and 
boats* 

The  rebels  had  troops  in  their  works  round  KeppVbay  ; 
but  their  attention  being  engaged  in  expc  dilation  of  the  King's 
troops  landing  at  Stuyvefant's-cove,  H9ren's-hook|  and  at 
Hariemy  which  they  bad  reafoh  to  conclude,  Kepp's«bay  be- 
came only  a  fecondary  objedl  of  their  care.  The  fire  of  the 
ihipping  being  fo  well  direded»  and  fo  incefTanty  the  enemy 
could  not  remain  in  their  works,  and  the  defcent  was  made 
without  ths  lead  oppofition. 

Thecondu£lof  the  officers  of  the  navy  does  them  much 
honour;  and  the  behaviour  of  the  ftamen  belonging  to  the. 
(hips  of  war  and  traniports,  employed  to  row  the  boats,  wa^ 
highly  meritorious.  Much  praifc  in  particular  is  due  to  the 
mafters  and  men  of  fix  tranfports,  that  pafTed  the  town  on 
the  evening  of  the  14th,  undo-  a  heavy  fire,  being  volunteers, 
to  take  troops  on  board  for  the  more  fpcedy  difembarkatioh  of 
tire  fcconddivifion. 

The  Briti(h  immediately  took  pod  upon  the  commanding 
height  of  Inclenberg,  and  the  Heifians,  moving  towards  New 
York,  fell  in  with  a  body  of  rebels  that  were  retiring  from 
Stuyvefant's-cove ;  fome  firing  enfued,  by  which  a  brigadier 
general,  other  officers,  and  fcveral  of  the  rebels  were  killed 
smd  wonnded,  with  the  lofs  of  four  men  killed,  and  eight 
wounded  on  the  part  of  the  Hedians. 

As  foon  as  the  fecond  embarkation  was  landed,  the  troops 
advanced  towards  a  corps  of  the  enemy  upon. a  rifing  ground 
three  miles  from  Inclenberg,  towards  Kmg's-bridge,  having 
M*Gowan's  pafs  in  the  rear,  upon  which  they  immediately  re- 
tired to  the  main  body  of  the  army  upon  Morris's  height. 

The  enemy  having  evaaiated  New  York  foon  after  the  ar- 
my landed,  a  brigade  took  poflfelfion  of  the  works  in  the 
evening. 

The  prifoners  made  in  the  courfe  of  this  day  were  about  20 
officers  and  300  men.  The  inclofed  return  will  (hew  the  ar* 
tillerv  and  ftores  taken. 

Tiie  pofition  the  king's  army  took,  on  the  15th  in  the  eve- 
ning, was  with  the  right  to  HorenVhook,  and  the  left  at  the 
North  River  near  to  Bloom ingdale;  the  rebel  army  occupy- 
ing the  ground  with  exteniive  works  on  both  fides  of  King's- 
bridge,  and  a  redoubt  with  cannon  upon  a  height  on  the  ^ed 
fide  of  the  North  River,  oppofite  to  the  Blue  Bell,  where 
|he  enemy  have  their  principal  work ;  in  wliich  polltions  both 
grmits  ftill  continue. 

On 
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On  ihe  16th  in  the  morning  a  large  party  of  the  enemy 
having  paiTed,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  nearto  the  advanced 
ports  of  the  army  by  way  of  Vandcr  water's  height,  the  2d  and 
3d  battalions  of  light  mfantry,  fopported  by  the  42d  regi- 
ment, pufhed  forward,  and  drove  them  back  to  their  entrench- 
ments, from  whence  the  enemy  obferving  they  were  not  in 
force,  attacked  them  with  near  3000  men,  which  occafloned 
the  march  of  the  refer ve  with  two  field-pieces,  a  battalion  of 
Heffian  grer\adiers,  and  the  company  of  chafleiirs,  to  prevent 
the  corps  engaged  from  being  furrounded ;  but  the  light  in- 
fantry and  42d  regiment,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  chaffeurs 
and  hcld-picces,  repulfed  the  enemy  with  confiderablelofs,and 
obliged  them  to  retire  within  their  works.  The  enemy's  lofs 
is  not  afcertained ;  but  from  the  accounts  of  dcfcrters  it  is 
agreed,  that  they  had  not  Icfs  than  300  killed  and  wounded, 
and  among  them  a  colonel  and  major  killed.  We  had  eight 
officers  wounded,  moft  of  them  very  flightly,  fourteen  men 
killed,  and  about  feventy  wounded. 

Major-general  Vaughan  was  flightly  wounded  in  the  thigh 
on  the  X5th  by  a  random  (hot,  as  he  was  afcending  the  heights 
of  Inclenberg,  with  the  greiiadiers;  and  I  havethepleafureof 
informing  your  lordfhipthat  lieutenant-colonel  Monckton  is 
fo  well  recovered,  he  has  been  walking  about  fome  days. 

Captain  Balfour,  my  fecond  aid-de-camp,  will  have  the 
Tionour  of  delivering  your  lordlbip  this  difpatch  ;  and,  with 
the  moft  profound  refpefi,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe/#  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine,  dated  York-Ifland,  23^^  Sept.  1776, 

[Received  2d  November.] 

•  My  Lord, 

BETWEEN  *e2oth  and  21ft  inft.  at  midnight,  a  moft 
horrid  attempt  was  made  by  a  number  of  wretches  to  burn  the 
town  of  New- York,  in  which  they  fucceedcd  too  well,  having 
fet  it  on  fire  in  fcveral  places,  with  matches  and  combuftibles 
that  had  been  prepared  with  great  art  and  ingenuity.  Many 
were  detcSed  in  the  iaft,  and  Tome  killed  upon  the  fpot  by  the 
enraged  troops  in  garrifon  y  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  exer- 
tions of  Major-general  Robertfon,  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand  in  the  town,  and  the  brigade  of  guards  detached  from  the 
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camp,  the  whole  muft  in&Uibly  have  been  confiitted»  as  the 
night  was  extremely  windy. 

The  deltxudion  is  computed  to  be  about  oht  quarter  ofthe 
town  ;  and  ^'e  have  reafon  to  fufped  there  are  villains  fttil 
lurking  there,  ready  to  finiili  the  work  they  had.  begun ;  one 
perfon,  efcaping  the  purfuit  of  a  centinel  the  following  nighty 
having  declared^  that  he  would  a^in  fet  fire  to  the  town  the 
firft  opportunity.  The  ftrideft  (earch  is  making  after. thefe 
incendiaries,  and  the  moil  effectual  meafures  taken  to  guard 
againil  the  perpetration  of  their  villainous  and  wicked  deilgos. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  W.  How£. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe,  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  dated  Head- Quarters ^  York-Ifland,  74th  Sep- 
tember 1776. 

[Received  id  November.] 
My  Lord, 
AFTER  waiting  two  days  for  a  favourable  wind  to  move 
the.fliips  of  war  up  to  the  batteries  upon  Paulus-hook,  it  was 
effected  yefterday  at  noon,  and  the  troops  landed  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  works  without  the  lealt  reflilancey  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  their  batteries  and  redoubts  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  his  Majefty's  (hip  Roebuck  and  two  trigates.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be^  &c..      ,  W.  Howe. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  GeorgeGer- 
maine,   dated  T<^evf -York  Ifland,   25/A  Sept.  1776. 

[Received  2d  November.  J 
My  Lord, 
UPON  the  prefent  appearance  of  things,  I  look  upon  the 
further  progrefs  of  this  army  for  the  campaign,  to  be  rather 
precarious ;  an  attack  upon  Rhode  Ifland  excepted,  which  I 
would  willingly  defer  for  a  ihort  time,  in  cafe  it  (hould  be 
thought  advifeable-  to  employ  our  whole  force  together: 
the  duration  of  the  campaign  muft  be  fliort,  and  the  fecond 
-  divifion  cf  Heflians  not  arrived ;  nor  have  1  any  dependance 
upon  General  Carleton's  approach,  to  a6l  with  influence  this 
year,  upon  the  main  rebel  army,  oppofed  to  us,  though  it  is 
reported  to-day  by  the  deferters,  that  General  Burgoyne,  with 
a  large  corps  of  troops  and  Indians,'  isadvancitig  faft  to  AU 
bany,  by  way  of  the  Mohawk  river.  If  he  gets  poilefllon 
of  Albany^  it  will,  no  doubt^  facilitate  General  Carlcton's 
movement  to  that  place^  and  will  be  attended  with  favourable 
conrequefi^eSi    But  in  my  fituation,  I  prefume,  I  muft  not 

rifle, 
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Tifky  as  a  check  at  this  time  would  be  of  infinite  detriment 
to  us. 

The  enemy  is  too  firongly  polled  to  be  attacked  in  front, 
and  innumerabble  difficulties  are  in  my  way  of  turning  him 
on  either  fide,  though  his  army  is  much  dimirited,  from  the 
laic  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty^s  arms  ;  yet  have  I  not  the  fmalleft 
profpeA  of  finilhing  the  conteft  this  campaign,  not  until  the 
rebels  fee  preparations  in  the  fpring,  that  may  preclude  all 
thoughts  of  further  refiflance.  To  this  end,  1  would  pro* 
pofe  eight  or  ten  line  of  battle  (hips  to  be  with  us  in  Febru- 
ary, with  a  number  of  fupernumcrary  feamen  for  manning 
boats,  having  fully  experienced  the  want  of  them,  in  every 
movement  we  have  made  :  we  muft  alfo  have  recruits  from 
Europe,  not  finding  the  Americans  difpofed  to  fcrve  with 
arms,  notwiihftanciing  the  hopes  held  out  to  me  upon  my  ar- 
rival at  this  port. 

Flnffing  tlic  Hcilians  averfe  to  having  their  accompts  me- 
ihodizcci,  in  the  manner  q|^fcrvcd  by  the  Briti(h  regiments,  I 
have  given  them  money  on  account,  taking  care  that  the 
fiims  advanced  arc  fufficiently  within  the  whole  pay  due  to 
them  by  treaty,  to  anfwer  for  their  ftoppages  of  provifions* 

An  excliange  of  prifoners  has  taken  place,  and  Major  Ge- 
neral Prefcott,  in  confequence  of  it,  is  with  me,  being  ex- 
changed for  Major  General  Sullivan,  of  the  rebel  army* 
Govern«>r  Moimifort  Brown  is  tp  be  returned  for  Lord  Ster- 
ling, and  Governor.  Skene  for  an  inhabitant  of  Bofton,  taket^ 
into  cuAody  by  General  Gage« 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c.  W.  Hows. 


Copy  of  a  Lifter /r9m  Lor/i  George  Gcrmzlne  to  General  How^, 
datid  Whitehall,  21/?  June  1776. 
\Rectivid  ^yi Odlober.] 
SIR, 
SINCE  my  letter  to  you  of  the  nth  inftant,  acknowledg- 
inc  the  receipt  of  your  difpatchcs   of  the  7th  and   1 2th  of 
Afjay,  by  the  Hrrriott  Packet,  I  have  received  no  letter  from 
yon  ;  but  we  are  happily  relieved  from  our  anxiety,   left  the 
troops  (honld  fuffer  from  the  want  of  provifions,  by   the  ac- 
counts received  by  private  perfons  of  a  later  date,  which 
mention  the  arrival  of  the  tranfports  from  Antigua,  and  of 
the  Greyhound,  with  five  vi£iuallers  from  Corke,  and  that 
vou  had  given  orders  for  every  thing  to   be  in  readiiiefs  to 
leave  Halifax  on  the  28th. 

What  adds  greatly  to  the  fatisfadion  of  thefe  accounts^  is 

the 
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the  intelligence  we  have  received,  that  the  tranfports,  with 
the  Highland  troops,  were  within  a  week*s  fail  of  Boilun,  on 
the  21(1;  and  Commodore  Hotham,  who  has  the  firft  divi- 
fion  of  the  Hcfiian  forces  tmder  his  convoy,  acquaints  the 
admiraltv,  in  a  letter  dated  the  5th  of  June,  that  he  had  then 
made  half  his  pafTase  to  Rhode  Ifiand.  We  have  Uttte  doubt, 
therefore,  that  the  Highlanders  wri)  have  joined  you,  before 
you  can  have  arrived  at .  New- York,  and  fo  feafonaUe  a  re- 
inforcement mud  have  given  frefti  fpirits  and  confidence  to 
the  troops,  and  greatly  focilitated  your  taking  poi&ilion  of 
that  place. 

Tne  fecood  divifion  of  the  Heflians  are  now  at  Spithead, 
and  every  thing  is  in  readinefs  for  their  proceeding  to  New- 
York,  under  convoy  of  four  of  his  Majclty's  (hips^^ 

The  i6th  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  the  remount 
horfes  for  the  17th,  together  with  the  draught  horfes  for  tiie 
baggage  and  artillery,  and  402  German  recruits,  go  with 
them,  and  fuch  part  of  a  body  of  500  Britifli  recruits,  which 
is  collejfted  at  Chatham  and  I>over,  as  can  get  round  in  time, 
have  orders  to  join  them. 

In  my  letter  of  the  nth  inftant,  I  abqiiainted  you,  that 
General  Carleton  would  have  orders  to  fend  back  the  47th 
regiment,  which  you  had  fpared  him  for  the  relief  of  Que- 
bec, or  to  replace  it  with  fome  other  from  the  army  under  his 
command ;  but  upon  further  confideration,  it  is  thought 
more  expedient  to  allow  the  regiments,  which  are  already  in 
Canada,  to  remain  there,  and  to  replace  the  47th  from  hence, 
by  fending  you  the  Prince  of  Waldeck's  regiment,  which 
was  intended  to  have  gone  with  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  Brunf- 
wick  troops  to  Quebec,  and  that  regiment  is  accordingly  or- 
dered to  fail  with  the  Heflians,  and  General  Carleton  is  in- 
formed of  this  arrangement,  and  dire£ted  to  conQder  the  for- 
mer orders,  as  recalled  in  confequence  of  it. 

Inclofed  you  will  receive  the  embarkation-returns  of  the 
HeflTians  and  Waldeck  regiment,  and  alfo  of  the  402  Ger- 
man recruits ;  and  I  have  the  pleafure  to  add,  that  the  feve- 
ral  corps  are  in  excellent  condition,  very  well  appointed,  and 
cxprefs  the  greateft  willingnefs  for  the  lervice. 

As  we  are  to  hope  you  have  now  got  footing  in  New- 
York,  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  draw  fome  part  of  the 
fupplies  for  your  army  from  that  province,  the  continuance 
of  10  lar^  a  number  of  tranfports,  as  thefe  embarkations 
will  furnifti  you  with,  cannot  be  neceflary  ;  and^as  the  ex- 
pence  is  very  grcat,J  it  is  highly  proper,  thai  fo  many  of  them 
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as  can  be  fpareii,  (houkl  be  difcharged  as  foon  as  poflible ;  and 
as  the  direction  of  the  tranfport  fervice  is  in  the  coaimander 
in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  (liips,  you  will  acquaint  him,  from 
time  to  time,  vrith  the  number  which  you  find  necefTary^  in 
order  that  no  more  may  be  continued  in  pay  than  the  exi« 
gencies  of  the  fervice  require. 

On  all  accounts,  the  foreign  (hips  ought  to  be  firft  dif* 
charged ;  and  as  there  is  good  ground  to  fufpe£l,  from  the 
condud  t)f  the  mafters,  that  they  have  (lores  of  diiFercnt 
kinds  coJQcealed  on  board,  it  will  be  very  proper  that  their 
holds  be  carefully  examined,  fo  foon  as  the  troops  and  horfes 
are  difembarked,  and  that  whenihey  are  difcharged,  the  ad- 
miral (hould  order  them  to  be  feen  a  good  diltance  from  the 
coafl,  by  (pme  of  his  Majefty's  (hips,  and  to  acquaint  them, 
that  if  they  are  afterwards  met  with  nearer  (horc,  they  will 
be  made  prize  of.  '  _     . 

I. am,  &c.  Geo.  Gb&maxvk« 


Ofy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  GeneralHawc, 
dated  Whitehall,  2td  Auguft  1776. 
[Received  2vi  OSober. J 
SIR, 
IN  anfwer  to  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  June, 
relative  to  the  embarrHifment  and  confufion  which  had  been 
occafioned  in  the  army,  by  vacancies  having  been  filled  up 
here,  aud  alfo  by  you ;  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  th^  recrGltaTy 
at  war  having  taken  his  Majedy's  pleafure  thereupon,  and 
written  to  you  fully  on  that  head,  I  flatter  myfelf  all  thoCe 
difficulties  are  reoaoved,  and  that  for  the  future,  you  will 
have  none  of  the  like  nature  to  complain  of. 

lam,  &c.  Geo. G^RMAiNB* 

Copy  of  a  Le  Her  from  Lcrd  George  Germaine  to  GewrgIH<mref 
i/tf/^^/ Whitehall,  2zd  Auguft  1776. 
[Received  2.3^  Oftober.  I 
SIR, 
I  HAVE  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  June  laft, 
with  two  iuclofures;   the  one  a  date  of  the  goods  removed 
from  Bofton,  and  the  other,  a  plan  on  which  the  corps  of 
loyal  Nova  Scotia  volimteers  was  then  formed  ;  and  as  your 
plan  holds  forth  encouragement  to  thofe  who  have  fuccefs  ia 
recruiting,  I  trnft  the  officers,  by  their  adlivity  and  attentioa^ 
may  be  able  foon  to  complete  i\\e  corps. 

lam,  &c.  Gfio.GERMAiNEi 

Coffy 
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Copy  of  a  LetUr from  Lord  Georgia  Oermafne  (oG^mralHovrc, 
^//^  Whitehall,  23u/AugMft  1776.   . 

[Rueived  %\d  OQober. J 
SIR, 
YOUR  letters  of  July  7th  and  8th,  frptn  Staten  Ifland* 
were  delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blunt,  of  the 
4th  regiment,  and  I  bad  the  honour  of  laying  them  before  the 

His  Majefty  entirely  approves  of  your  prudence  in  waiting 
for  tiif  arrival  of  one  of  the  expeded  reinforcements :  nor  is 
this  your  difcretion  the  fole  obje&  of  his  royal  approbation, 
it  has  been  gracioufly  extended  to  the  whole  of  your  coadu^ 
and  plan ;  in  both  of  which  you  have  exhibited  fucb  wif- 
dom,  zeal,  and  attention  to  the  fervice,  as  defervedly  reflet, 
the  higheil  honour  upon  you,  and  muft  contribute  mod  eSe^-> 
tually  to  the  fupport  and  advancement  of  the  honour  of  go- 
vernment. 

As  his  Majefty  had  reafon  to  imagine  that  Vice  Admiral 
Lord  Shuldham  had  (lationed  a  proper  number  of  (hips  off 
the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  order  to  thwart  all  defigns  whicii 
the  rebels  might  have  of  feizing  any  of  the  fuccours  whiqh 
might  be  fent  to  you,  he  has  been  much  Iiurt  and  furprizcd  to 
find  that  fo  many  of  the  Highland  corps  have  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.:  And  I  am  to  in* 
form  you,  that  orders  will  be  fent  to  Lord  Howe  to  make  in* 
quiries  into  the  matter. 

His  Majefty  expreflfed  great  fatisfadion  at  the  accotint 
which  you  give  Of  the  coming  in  of  fo  many  of  his  fubjedts. 
Such  a  ftep,  whilft  it  proves  that  they  are  impreft  with  si 
grateful  fenfe  of  their  lituationy  in  obeying  the  mildeft  and 
bed  of  kings^  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  when  they  find  them- 
felves  fure  of  receiving  prote&ion,  induce  others  to  give  fimi- 
hr  \>roofs  of  their  loyalty  and  zeal  for  government. 

I  have  fent  to  the  lords  commiilioners  of  his  Majefty*strea« 
fury  the  particulars  of  your  requeft,  refpedling  an  early  fup- 
ply  of  woollens,  linen^  and  (hoes,  for  the  provincial  troops, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  a  due  and  fpeedy  attention  will  be  paid 
to  it. 

The  behaviour  of  Captains  Reynor  and  Curtis  in  their  re* 
fpedtive  commands,  has  given  the  King  great  fatisfadlion, 
I  am,  &c.  Geo.  G£RMAin£« 


Copy 
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Copy  (fa  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germainc  to  GenefalHoTVCf 
dated  Whitehall,  22d  Auguft  1776. 

IReceived  23*/  Oflober.] 
SIR. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  receiving  and  laying  before  his  Ma- 
jcfty  your  letter  dated  Halifax,  7th  June  1776,  wherein  you 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  difpatches  of  the  ift  and  yth 
February,  and  28th  March. 

Senfibleasyou  were  that  theintereftsof  your  King  and  coun« 
try  required  your  prefence  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  YWrk, 
I  am  not  at  all  furprized  at  the  lively  mortification  which  yda 
fuffered  on  account  of  your  tedious  detention  at  Halifax,  and 
in  being  fo  long  prevented  from  executing  thofe plans  which 
your  zeal  and  wiidom  had  projedled  ;  andto  which  the  high 
order  of  the  troops  was  likely  to  enfure  fuccefs.  It  mud  at 
that  time  have  been  fome  alleviation  of  your  uneafinefs,  to 
know  that  the  delay  was  not  occalloned  by  any  neglefl ;  and 
it  will  afford  you  no  fmall  degree  of  prefent  fatisfaaion,  to  be 
informed  that  the  King,  having  react  and  confidered  the  rea* 
fons  which  you  aflign  for  your  detention  at  Halifax,  is  of 
opinion  that  an  earlier  removal  frot^  there  was  impradica* 
bie.  His  Majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  entire  ap- 
probation of  your  idea  refpe£ling  the  intended  motions  -and 
employment  of  the  army. 

I  herewith  franfmit  you  a  copy  of  a  difpatch  fent  to  Gene- 
ral Sir  Guy  Carleton,  which  I  xhink  makes  it  unneceflBiry 
for  me  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  that  part  of  your  letter 
which  relates  to  the  difficulties  that  might  arife  upon  ajunc-* 
tion  of  your  refpedive  armies.  A  diiplicate  of  thi§  diipatch 
is  fent  herewith,  which,  for  fear  any  accident  (hould  hap- 
en  to  the  original,  you  will  tranfmit  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton^ 
y  the  firft  opportunity.  And  as  Lord  Howe  has  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet,  ana  there  happily  fubfifts  the  mod  perfeffe 
harmony  between  you,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  there  is  no  occafioQ 
for  me  to  fay  any  thing  about  the  difpofal  of  the  tranfports. 

With  regard  to  the  47ih  regiment,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer you  to  my  former  letter  of  the  2i(t  of  June. 

1  ke  lofsof  the  ordnance  (lore  (hip  in  Bodon  Bay,  is  an  un- 
lucky and  very  mortifying  circum(tance  ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint 
you,  that  orders  are  given  for  a  i\nt\  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
that  affair.  i  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Germainb. 

3  £xtFadf 
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EKlraSf  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germanic,  dated  iXth  November  1776, 

[Received  ipth  December.] 
Mv  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Lordfliip's  difpatches,  of  iiih,  I2th,  afnd  21ft  June,  four 
diiFerent  letters  of  22d  Auguft,  enclofing  one  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  ot  the  fame  date,  and  his  Majefty's  warrant  of  22d 
June,  refpeAiHg  appointments  to  vacancies  in  this  army  ;  I 
received  them  by  the  Perfeus  and  Diamond  on  the  22d  and 
23d  of  06tober. 

,  Truly  fenfible  of  the  honour  which  the  King's  approbation 
refleSs  upon  my  paft  condu£t,  I  humbly  beg  your  Lordfiiip 
may  exprefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  fuUnefs  of  my  gratitude  for  \o 
flattering  a  mark  of  royal  condefcenfion,  with  the  (Irongeft  af- 
furances  that  I  (hall  invariably  continue  to  exert  my  utmoft 
abilities  in  the  execution  of  his  Majefty's  commands,  and  for 
the  interefts  of  the  fervicc  with  which  I  km  entrufted. 

Give  me  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  return  my  unfeigned 
thanks  for  your  Lordfliip's  extreme  politenefs,  in  communi- 
cating this  moft  acceptable  teftimony  of  his  Majefty's  pleafurei 
I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  dated  "Sew  York,  ^oth  November  1776. 
.    [Received  2gth  DecQtnhtT.'] 
My  Lottp,    . 
.  THE  fervice  in  which  I  kavc  been  employed  fince  the  de- 
parture of  Captain  Balfour,  with  advice  of  the  reduSion  of 
New  York,  would  not  allow  of  an  earlier  time  to  fend  an  ac- 
count to  your  Lordfliip  oftheprogrefs  made  from  that  period. 

The  very  (Irong  pofitions  the  enemy  had  taken  on  this 
ifland,  and  fortified  with  incredible  labour,  determined  me  to 
get  upon  their  principal  communication  with  Connedicut^ 
with  a  view  of  forcing  them  to  quit  the  ftrong  holds  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  King's,  Bridge,  and,  if  poflible,  to  bring 
them  to  a£lion. 

All  previous  arrangements  being  made,  the  army  embarkect 
on  the  1 2th  of  Odober  in  flat  boats  and  other  craft,  and  pref- 
fing  through  the  dangerous  navigation  of  Hell-gate,  in  a  very 
thick  fog,  landed  on  Frog's  Neck,  near  the  town  of  Weft  Cheu 
ter,  about  nine  in  the  morning,  the  Carysfort  frigate  being 
placed  to  cover  the  defcent*    The  prefenceof  JLord  Howe, 
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the  aSivity  of  Commodore  Holham,  mofl:  of  the  captains  of 
the  fleet,  and  of  the  navy  officers  in  general,  were  infinitely 
conducive  to  the  King's  fervice  in  this  difficult  movement ; 
only  one  artillery  boat  was  overfet,  having  three  fix-pGunders 
on  board,  which  were  loft,  and  three  men  drowned. 

Lieutenant- General  Earl  Percy  remained  with  two  brigades 
of  Britifh,and  one  of  the  Heflians,  in  the  lines  near  Haerlcni, 
to  cover  New  York. 

The  army  remained  in  this  fituation  until  the  (lores  and 
provifions  could  be  brought  up,  and  three  battalions  of  Hefli- 
ans  drawn  from  Staten  llland,  which,  together  with  feme  bad 
weather  intervening,  occafioned  a  delay  of  five  days. 

On  the  1 8th  feveral  corps  reimbarked  in  flat  boats,  and  paP- 
fing  round  Frog's  Neck,  landed  on  Pell's  Point  at  the  mouth  of 
Hutchinfon's  River;  after  which  the  main  body  crofled  the 
mouth  of  that  river  to  the  fame  place,  advanced  immediately^ 
and  laid  that  night  upon  their  arms,  with  the  left  upon  a  creek 
oppofite  to  Eaft  Chefter,  and  the  right  near  to  RochcUe. 

On  the  march  to  this  ground,  a  flcirmifli  enfued  with  a  finall 
party  of  the  enemy  ported  to  defend  a  narrow  caufeway.  Who 
were  purfued  for  a  mile,  when  a  confiderable  body  appearing 
ill  front  behind  (lone  walls  and  in  woods,  fome  companies  of 
light  infantry,  and  a  part  of -the  chaflisurs,  were  detached  to 
diflodge  them,  which  they  did  efFeflually  ;  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Mufgrave  commanding  the  firft  battalion  of  light  infantry, 
and  Capt.  Evelyn  of  the  4th  regiment,  were  both  wounded ; 
the  latter  is  fince  dead,  and  much  to  be  regretted  as  a  gallant 
officer,  but  Lieut.  Colonel  Mufgrave  is  in  a  f^ir  way  of  re- 
covery ;  three  foldiers  were  killed  and  twenty  wound^. 

The  enemy's  lofs  upon  this  occafion  was  a  Lieut.  Colonel 
killed,  a  Major  wounded,  and  about  ninety  men  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  part  of  the  16th  light  dragoons,  that  arrived  with  Lieut, 
Colonel  Harcourton  the  3d  inft.  (one  tranfport  being  Aill 
mifling),  and  the  whole  of  the  17th  light  dragoons^  joined  the 
army  on  the  20th. 

On  the  21  fl:,  the  right  and  centre  of  the  army  moved  to_  a 
pofition  about  two  miles  to  the  no^rthward  of  RpcheUe,  on  the 
road  to  the  White  Plains,  leaving  Lieutenant  General  Hei- 
fler,  with  two  brigades  of  Heflians  and  one  of  firitifli,  to  oc- 
cupy the  former  ground.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Roigers,  with 
his  corps  of  rangers,  was  detached  to  take  pofleflion  of  Mama- 
roneck,  where  the  careleiTnefs  of  his  ccntries  expofed  him  ip  a 
furprife  from  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  by  which  he  loft  a 

few 
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few  men  killed  or  taken ;  neverthelcfs,  by  a  fpirited  exertion^ 
he  obliged  them  to  retreat,  leaving  behind  them  fome  pri« 
foners,  and  feveral  killed  and  wounded. 

The  6th  brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Aghew,  ^as 
moved  the  22d,  to  fuftain  the  poft  of  Mamaroneck.  On  the 
fame  day  Lieut.  General  Knyphaufen,  with  the  2ddivifion  of 
HefHans  and  regiment  of  Waldeckers,  having  arrived  the  i8th 
at  New  York,  landed  at  Rochelle,  was  ordered  to  remain  there 
to  cover  the  difembarkation  of  the  ftorcs  and  provifions. 

Upon  the  nnovement  of  the  army  to  Frog's  Neck,  the  ene- 
my detached  a  corps  to  White  Plains,  and  quitted  their  pofi- 
tion  about  King's  Bridge  with  fome  precipitation,  leaving 
2000  men  for  the*  defence  of  Fort  Wafhington,  extending 
their  force  behind  the  Brunx,  from  Valentine's  Hill  to  White 
Plains,  in  detached  camps,  every  where  entrenched  ;  their 
left,  by  this  means,  covermg  an  upper  communication  with 
Connecticut,  as  well  as  the  road  along  the  North  River,  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  move  to  White  Plains,  and  endea- 
vour to  bring  them  to  an  action. 

Lieutenant  General  Heifter,  with  his  corps,  having  orders 
to  join  on  the  march,  the  army  moved  in  two  columns  on  the 
25th,  and  took  a  pofition  with  the  Brunx  in  front,  the  right 
of  the  line  being  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  the  White 
Plains;  upon  which  the  rebels  immediately  quitted  their  de- 
tached camps  between  King's  Bridge  and  White  Plains  ;  af- 
fembling  thdir  whole  force  at  the  latter  place,  behind  entrench- 
ments that  had  been  thrown  up  by  the  advanced  corps. 

The  army  marched  by  the  right  in  two  columns  towards 
White  Plains,  early  on  the  28th,  Lieutenant  General  Heifter 
the  left  column.  Before  noon  all  the  enemy's  advanced  par- 
ties were  drove  back  to  their  works  by  the  light  infantry  and 
Chadeurs,  and  the  army  formed  with  the  right  upon  the  road 
from  Mamaroneck  to  the  White  Plains,  about  a  mile  from 
the  centre  of  their  lines ;  and  the  left  to  the  Brunx,  near  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  right  flank  of  their  entrenchments^ 

A  corps  of  the  enemy  was  formed  on  a  commanding  ground, 
feparated  from  the  right  tiank  of  their  entrenchments  by  the 
Brunx,  which  alfo,  by  changing  its  courfe  nearly  at  right  an-^ 
gles,  feparated  this  corps  in  front  from  the  left  of  the  King's 
army. . 

Colonel  Raille,  who  commanded  a  brigade  of  Heffians  op. 
the  left,  obferving  this  pofition  of  the  enemy,  and  feeing  a 
height  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Brunx  occupied  by  them,  from 
whence  their  flank  might  be  galled,  took  pofleffion  of  it  with 

A  a  2  great 
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grcaf  alacrity,  to  the  approbation  of  Lieutenant  General  Hei- 
fter,  who  was  acquainted  with  this  movement  by  Sir  William 
Erflcine. 

Upon  viewing  the  fituation,  orders  were  given  for  a  batta- 
lion of  Heflians  to  pafs  the  Brunx,  and  attack  this  detached 
corps,  fupported  by  the  fecond  brigade  of  Britifh,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Lellie,  and  the  Heffian  grena- 
diers fent  from  the  right,  commanded  by  Colonel  Donop  ; 
giving  direftions,  at  the  fame  time,  for  Colonel  Raille  to 
charge  the  enemy's  flank  as  the  Heflian  battalion  advanced  to 
them  in  front ;  but  there  being  fome  diflficulty  in  palling  the 
Brunx,  the  28th  and  35th  regiments,  who  were  the  firft  to 
fupport,  paiTed  it  in  a  place  mod  prafticable,  and  formed  on 
the  oppoiite  fide,  though  under  the  enemy's  fire,  with  the 
greatelt  fteadinefs,  afcended  the  fteep  hill  in  defiance  to  all 
oppofition,  and  rufhing  on  the  enemy,  routed,  and  drove  them 
back  from  their  works.  , 

Thefe  two  battalions  were  clofely  fupported  by  the  5th  and 
49th  regiments,  who  (hewed  the  fame  zeal  to  diflinguiih  thetn- 
felves ;  the  Heffian  grenadiers  alfo  coming  up,  and  pafling 
the  Brunx,  afcended  the  height  with  the  greatcft  alacrity  and 
in  the  beft  order. 

This  material  port  being  gained,  the  Heffian  grenadiers 
were  ordered  forward  upon  the  heights  within  cannon-fiiot  of 
the  entrenchments,  the  Brunx  from  its  winding  courfe  being 
ftill  between  them  and  the  enemy's  right  flank;  the  2d  bri- 
gade of  Britilh  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  Heffian  grenadiers, 
and  the  two  brigades  of  Heffians  on  the  left  of  the  2d  brigade, 
with  their  left  upon  the  road  leading  from  Terry  Town  to 
White  Plains. 

The  right  and  centre  of  the  army  did  not  remove  from  their 
ground.  In  this  pofition  the  troops  lay  upon  their  arms  that 
night,  and  with  very  little  alteration  encamped  next  day.    ■ 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Britifli  and  Heffian  artillery 
deferve  much  commendation  for  their  adlive  fervices  on  this 
occafion. 

The  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners  taken  from  the  enemy, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  day,  is  faid  to  be  not  lefsthan  250. 

The  lofs  of  his  Majefty's  troops  and  allies  was  fmall,  as 
your  Lordfhip  will  obferve  by  the  general  return,  confider- 
ing  the  ftrength  of  the  ground  from  whence  the  enemy  was 
forced ;  though  the  lofs  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carr  of  the 
35th  regiment,  who  died  the  next  day  of  his  wounds,  is  much 
to  be  lamented. 

The 
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The  enemy  drew  back  their  encampment  on  the  night  of 
the  28th ^  and  obferving  their  lines  next  morning  much 
flrengthened  by  additional  works,  the  defigned  attack  upon 
them  was  deferred  ;  and  the  4th  brigade,  left  with  Lord  Per- 
cy, with  two  battalions  of  the  6th  brigade,  were  ordered  to 
join  the  army.  ' 

Thefe  battalions  having  joined  on  the  30th  in  the  after- 
noon, a  difpofitidn  was  made  for  the  attack  next  day ;  but 
the  night  and  morning  proving  very  wet,  it  was  poftpohed  ; 
in  the  mean  time,  the  rebels,  having  intelligence  by  a  deferter 
of  their  danger,  moft  prudently  evacuated  their  camp  in  the 
night  of  the  ift  of  November,  after  fetting  fire  to  all  the  houfes 
in  and  near  their  lines,  moft  of  which  were  confumed,  and 
retired  with  their  main  force  towards  North  Caftle,  leaving 
a  ftrong  rear  guard  upon  the  heights  and  in  the  woods,  for  one 
mile  back  from  their  entre;ichihents,  the  pofleffion  of  which 
was  immediately  taken,  and  the  Heflian  grenadiers  remained 
upon  the  ground. 

All  thele  motions,  plainl)^  indicating  the  enemy's  defign  to 
avoid  coming  to  adion,  I  did  not  think  the  driving  their  rear 
guard  further  back  an  objeft  of  the  leaft  cqnfequence. 

Lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen  being  ordered  on  the  28th 
of  Oflober,  to  leave  the  regiment  of  Waldeck  at  Rochelle, 
and  to  move,  with  the  fix  battalions  of  tfeffians  of  his  corps, 
towards  King's  Bridge,  took  poft  at  Miles  Square  and  Valen- 
tine's Hill,  and  on  the  2i  of  November  encamped  on  the 
ifland  of  New  York  near  to  King's  Bridge  ;  the  eneniy  quit- 
ting the  heights  of  Fordham  upon  his  approach,  retired  tQ 
Fort  Walhington. 

The  army  tvas  ordered,  on  the  3d,  to  provide  three  days 
forage :  and  the  next  diay  Major  General  Grant  marched  with 
the  4th  brigade  to  Miles  Square  and  Valentine's  Hill,  the  6th 
brigade  to  a  bridge  over  the  Brunx  in  Weft  Chefter,  near  De 
Lancey's  Mill ;  and  the  Waldeck  rigiment  took  port  at  an- 
other, thr^e  miles  above  the  former,  on  the  fame  river* 

On  the  6th,  the  army  encamped  at  Dobb's  Ferry,  upoii 
the  North  River. 

When  this  movement  was  made  the  rebels  canje  dowq 
from  their  ftrong  holds,  burning  what  they  had  not  before  de- 
ftroyed  at  White  Plains,  and  diftreffing  the  inhabitants,  by 
fmall  parties,  in  a  moft  wanton  degree. 

The  »park  of  artillery  moved  to  King's  Bridge  on  the  7th, 
under  a  ftrong  efcort,  with  a  detachment  pf  Chaffeurs,  to 
Join  Lieuten^t  General  Knvphaufen. 

Aa  3  Two 
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Two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
chafleurs,  with  four  field  pieces,  took  poft  next  day  on  the 
communication  to  Kind's  6ridge. 

On  the  loth  a  brigade  of  Heflians  was  fent  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  Lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen. 

On  the  1 2th  the  army  -  marched  in  two  columns  towards 
King's  Bridge,  and  encamped  the  day  following  upon  the 
heights  of  Fordham,  forming  a  line  with  the  right  to  the 
Brunx  upon  the  Weft  Chefter  road,  and  the  left  to  the  North 
River. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  army  at  Dobb's  Ferry,  the 
pnemy  fent  a  large  detachment  over  the  North  River  by 
King's  Ferry  to  Jerfey,  and  were  employed  in  entrenching  at 
Croton  Bridge  and  White  Plains,  and  building  barracks  at 
thofe  places,  and  at  Peck's  Hill  near  the  foot  of  the  high- 
lands, for  their  winter  habitations. 

Lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen  had  for  fome  days  efta- 
})li(hed  his  pott  on  the  York  fide  of  King's  Bridge^,  within 
cannon-fliot  of  Fort  Wafhington,  which  was  covered  by  very 
ftrong  ground,  and  exceeding  difficult  of  accefs  ;  but  the  im- 
portance of  this  poft,  which,  with  Fort  Lee  on  the  oppofite 
fliorc  of  Jerfey,  kept  the  enemy  in  command  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  North  River,  while  it  barred  the  communicatior^ 
with  York  by  land,  made  the  poffeffion  of  it  abfolutely  necef- 
fary ,  Preparations  wer^  therefore  made  for  a  general  attack, 
and  thirty  flat  boats,  under  the  direftion  of  Captains  Wilkin-r 
fon  and  Molloy,  paffed  tip  the  North  River  on  the  night  of 
the  14th,  undifpovered  by  the  enpmy. 

Every  thing  being  prepared,  and  the  attack  fixed  for  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Paterfon,  adjutant 
general,  was  fent  the  15th  to  fumrtion  the  commanding  officer 
to  furrenderi  and  to  warn  him  of  the  confpquenccs  that  mu(i 
attend  a  general  attack  ;  to  which  he  replied,  he  would  defend 
fcimfelf  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Four  attacks  were  determined  upon  ;  the  firft  under  the 
pommandofLipufenant-general  Knyphaufen,  againft  the  ene7 
my's  left  on  the  fide  of  King's  Bridge,  in  two  columns,  formed 
ty  detachments  from  the  Hefliaris  of  his  corps,  the  brigade  of 
Raille  and  reginjent  of  Waldeck. 

The  fccond,  by  the  ift  and  2d  battalions  of  light  infantry, 
and  two  battalions  of  guards,  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
.dier-gencral  Matthew,  to  land  by  Haerleni  Creek  upon  the 
enemy's  right  from  thirty  flat  boats  ;  which  attack  was  to  be 
fypported  by  the  ift  and  2d  grenadiers  and  33d  regiment,  un- 
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der  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  third  attack,  in- 
tended as  a  feint,  by  the  42d  regiment,  to  be  embarked  in 
batteaus,  in  a  creek  oppofite  to  Colonel  Morris's  houfe,  and 
upon  the  left  of  the  enemy's  lines  towards  New  York.  The 
4th  by  Lord  Percy,  with  the  corps  under  his  command,  on 
York  Iflahd,  to  aflault  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy's  entrench- 
ments on  that  Ade. 

The  field  artillery  and  batteries  being  properly  difpofed  for 
the  three  attacks  on  the  fide  of  King's  Bridge  and  Haerlem 
Creeks,  Lieutenant-general  KnyphauJen  moved  forward  about 
noon ;  but  having  a  very  thick  wood  to  pafs,  in  which  the 
enemy  was  advantageoufly  polled,  it  was  fome  time  before 
he  could  penetrate ;  from  which  difficulties  his  corps  was  for 
a  confiderable  time  expofed  to  the  fire  of  three  pieces  of  can- 
non. As  foon  as  this  attack  began,  the  light  infantry  moved, 
and  landed  under  a  brifk  fire,  before  and  af^ter  they  had  quit- 
ted the  boats,  from  a  party  of  the  rebels  polled  behind  rocks 
and  trees  ;  however,  by  getting  up  a  very  ueep  uneven  moun- 
tain with  their  ufual  aSivity,  they  foon  difperfed  the  enemy^ 
The  guards,  followed  by  the  grenadiers  and  33d,  landed  with- 
out any  lofs. 

Intelligence,  in  the  mean  time,  being  received  that  Lord 
Percy  had  carried  an  advanced  work,  orders  were  fent  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Sterling,  commanding  the  42d  regiment^  to 
endeavour  to  land,  and  for  two  battalions  of  the  fecond  bri- 
gade to  fupport  him.  Upon  which  he  immediately  advanced 
in  his  boats  through  a  heavy  fire  with  great  perfeverance;  and 
forcing  his  way  up  a  fteep  height,  which  was  well  defended 
by  a  body  of  the  rebels,  he  gained  the  fummit,  took  170  pri- 
^  foners,  and  penetrating  acrofs  the  ifland,  facilitated  Lord  Per- 
cy's fuccefs  againft  the  enemy's  lines  oppofed  to  him,  which 
his  Lordfhip  paiTed. 

Colonel  Raille,  who  led  the  right  column  of  Lieutenant- 
general  Knyphaufen's  attack,  having,  after  a  confiderable  op> 
pofition,  forced  the  enemy  from  their  ftrong  holds,  pufhed 
forward  to  their  advanced  works,  and  lodged  his  column  with- 
in one  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  from  whence  he  fummoned 
them  to  furrender,  upon  which  they  readily  defired  to  treat. 

Lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen's  column  having  more 
impediments  to  encounter  in  pafling  through  the  wood,  could 
not  join  the  right  column  until  they  had  got  up  to  the  fort. 
The  enemy,  upon  his  appearance,  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war,  to  the  number  of  2700,  including  officers,  befides  the 
prifoners  made  by  the  42a  regiment. 

A  a  4  The 
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The  enemy  had  three  officers  and  fifty  men  killed,  and.  fix 
officers  and  ninety  men  wounded,  in  the  different  attacks. 

Fort  Lee  being  the  next  object  for  the  entire  command  of 
North- river,  and  a  ready  road  to  penetrate  into  Jerfey,  an 
addition  of  boats,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Phi pps,  was 
fent  by  the  Admiral  to  King's  Bridge,  in  the  night  of  the  17th, 
without  being  difcovered  by  the  enemy.  The  firft  divifion 
for  embarkation  landed  next  day,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  about  feven  miles  above  the  fort,  while  the  fecond 
(divifion  marched  up  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  by  which  move- 
ment the  whole  corps,  as  per  margin  ^,  were  landed  with  their 
cannon  by  ten  o'clock,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 

{general  Earl  Cornwallis.  The  feamen  diftin^uilhed  them- 
elves  remarkably  upon  this  occafion,  hy  their  readinefs  to 
drag  the  cannon  up  a  rocky  narrow  road,  for  near  half  a  railcj^ 
to  the  top  of  a  precipice,  which  bounds  the  Ihore  for  fome 
miles  on  the  weft  fide. 

•  Lord  Cornwallis  immediately  began  his  march,  and  had 
not  the  enemy,  at  Fort  Lee,  been  appr  zed  o\  bis  moving  to- 
wards them,  by  a  countryman,  after  he  had  proceeded  n)me 
diftance,  he  would  have  furrounded  2000  men  at  the  fort, 
who  efcaped  in  the  utmoll  confufion,  leavmg  all  their  artil- 
lery, and  a  large  quantity  of  ftor?s  and  provifions,  their  tent^ 
Sanding,  and  kettles  upon  the  tire. 

His  Lordihip  encamped  that  night  near  the  fort,  making 
ufe  of  the  enemy's  tents. 

TThe  next  day,  Major-general  Vaughan,  with  the  light 
infantry  and  Britifh  grenadiers,  was  detached  to  the  new 
tridge,^  upon  Hackinfac-river,  and  a  detachment  of  the  i6th 
dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harcourt,  was  fent 
pver  to  fort  Lee.  This  detachnfient,  with  fome  companies  of 
light  infantry,  fcoured  the  country  on  the  22d,'  as  far  as  Pi- 
faick-river,  and  found  the  enemy  had  abandoned  ail  the  in*- 
termediatp  country,  their  advanced  guard  being  at  Aquaki- 
nunc. 

On  the  24th,  the  2d  and  4th  brigades  of  British,  and  one 
battalion  of  the  71ft  regiment,  joined  his  Lordfliip,  whojj 
leaving  the  2d  brigade  at  fort  Lee,  advanced  with  the  main 
body  on  the  25th,  to  the  new-bridge.  On  the  enemy  re- 
firipg  from  Newark,  as  his  I^ordffiip  approached,  he  took 

poiTeflioii 
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poflTeflion  of  that  place  on  the  28th,  and  is  now  following 
them,  retreating  toward  Brunfwick. 

I  cannot  too  highly  acknowledge  the  aftive  fervices  of 
Lieutenant  General  Clinton  on  every  occafion,  the  fupport 
I  have  at  all  times  received  from  the  other  general  officers, 
and  the  zealous  ardour  of  all  ranks  whatfoever,  during  the 
courfe  of  this*  campaign. 

The  Heffian  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Generals  Heifter  and  Knyphaufen,  have  alfo  exhibited  every 
good  difpofition  to  promote  his  Majefty's  inierefts,  and  juAly 
merit  my  acknowledgement  of  their  fervices. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

W.Howe, 


popy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 

Germain,  dated  New  York,  30/A  Nov.  1776. 

[Received  30/A  December.J 

My  Lord, 

THE  troops  being  upon  the  eve  of  going  into  winter  can- 
tonments, I  trouble  your  Lordfliip  with  this  feparate  letter 
refpefting  the  fucceeding  operation  of  the  prefent  campaign, 
9nd  with  fome  particulars  relative  to  the  next. 

Lieutenant  Generals  Clinton  and  Lord  Percy  are  under 
orders  to  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind  to  take  poffeflion  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  having  a  force  exceeding  6000  rank  and  file,  which  I 
judg9  to  be  fufficient  for  the  operation  ;  and  although  the  ex- 
pedition may  mifcarry  from  theiate  feafon  of  the  year,  yet, 
on  account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  object,  I  have  ha- 
zarded the  confequences  of  a  difappointment  from  that  caufe, 
riot  doubting  of  fucccls  if  the  weather  proves  tolerably  fa- 
vourable. In  this  opinion  I  am  ftrengthened  by  the  chear- 
fulnefs  with  which  it  is  undertaken  by  the  two  generals  to  be 
employed,  and  from  the  little  preparation  the  enemy  has  made 
to  defend  it,  by  the  lateft  intelligence  received. 

In  confcquence  of  my  expectation  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
will  (hortly  be  in  pDffeflion  of  Eaft  Jerfey,  I  propofe  to  quar- 
ter a  large  body  of  troops  in  that  diftridt,  without  which  we 
fhould  be  under  much  difficulty  to  find  covering,  forage,  an4 
fupplies  of  frefli  provifions  for  the  army.  The  plan  of  the 
(enemy,  by  their  public  orders,  is  to  deftroy  all  fpecies  of 
forage  and  ftock  as  they  retire  before  his  Majefty's  troops, 
which  I  am  hopeful  they  will. not  have  time  to  accomplifli ; 
9fid  their  fuf  tb^r  defign  (eem3  to  be  to  retreat  behind  the  Ra- 
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riton  river^  or  perhaps  behind  the  Delaware^  to  cover  Phila- 
delphia- 

By  the  bed  information  from  the  northward,  I  learn  the 
army  from  Canada  was  obliged,  by  the  fe verity  of  the  wea- 
ther, to  rcpafs  the  lake  from  Crown  Point  on  the  5th  intt. 
from  which  event,  and  a  confideration  of  the  ditlicuties  thftt 
army  mull  meet  with,  before  it  reaches  Albany,  in  thecourfe 
of  next  campaign,  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude  iKis  will  not 
be  effedcd  earlier  than  the  month  of  September.  In  that 
perfuafion  I  would  humbly  mention  my  ideas  for  the  ope- 
rations of  the  next  campaign,  with  the  force  they  may  re- 
quire, in  order,  if  pofTiblc,  to  finiih  the  war  in  one  year,  by 
an  e^^tenfive  and  vigorous  exertion  of  his  Majefty's  arms. 

I  ft.  An  ofFcnlivc  army  of  10,000  rank  and  file,  to  aft  on 
the  fide  of  Rhode  Illand,  by  taking  polFefiion  of  Providence, 
^netrating  from  thence  into  the  country  towards  Bofton,  and, 
if  poflible,  to  reduce  that  town  :  2000  men  to  be  left  for  the 
defence  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  for  making  fmall  incurfions, 
under  the  protedtion  of  the  dipping,  upon  the  coaft  of  Con- 
nedicut.  This  army  to  be  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Clinton. 

2d.  An  oiFenfive  army  in  the  province  of  New  York,  to 
move  up  the  North  River  to  Albany,  to  confitt  of  not  leis 
than  lojoco  men,  and  5000  for  the  defence  of  New  York 
and  adjacent  polts. 

3d.  A  defen five  arm/of  8000  men  to  cover  Jerfey,  and  to 
keep  the  fouthern  army  in  check,  by  giving  a  jealoufy  to 
Philadelphia,  which  I  would  propofe  to  attack  in  autumn,  a$ 
>vell  as  Virginia,  provided  the  fuccefsof  other  operations  wilt 
admit  of  an  adequate  force  to  be  fent  againft  that  province. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  muft  be  the  objeds  for  win- 
ter. But  to  complete  this  plan,  not  lefs  than  ten  fbips  of  tlic 
line  will  be  abfolutely  requifitc,and  a  reinforcement  of  troops, 
to  the  amount  of  15,000  rank  and  file,  which  I  ihould  hope 
may  be  had  from  Rufiia,  or  from  Hanover,  and  othe.r  Ger- 
man ftates,  particularly  from  Hanoverian  chaffeurs,  who  I  am 
well  informed  are  exceeding  good  troops. 

By  this  calculation  the  army  in  the  fouthern  diftriift  woqid 
confift  of  35,000  efFedlive  men,  to  oppofe  50,000  that 
the  American  Congrefs  has  voted  for  the  fervice  of  next 
campaign.    . 

The  enemy,  though  much  depreffed  at  the  fuccefs  of  bis 
Majefty's  arms,  are  encouraged  by  the  ftrongeft  afiurances 
from  their  leaders  of  procuring  afliftancefrom  foreign  powers, 
for  which  end  it  is  underilooc  that  Dr.  Franklin  is  gone  to 

France 
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France,  to  folicit  aid  from  that  court.  I  do  not  prefume  to 
point  out  a  way  of  counteraiS^inghim  ;  but  were  that  effedcd, 
and  the  force  I  have  mentioned  fent  out,  it  would  ftrikcfuch 
terror  through  the  coimtry,  that  little  refiftance  would  be 
made  to  the  progrefs  of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  the  provinces  of 
New  England,  NewYork,  thejerfeys,  and  Pennfylvania,  after 
the  jundion  of  the  northern  and  fouthern  armies. 

As  the  army  muft,  at  all  events,  be  much  divided  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  I  beg  leave  earneilly  to  folicit  your  Lord- 
fliip  for  an  additional  battalion  of  artillery,  for  the  good  ef- 
feds  of  which  I  can  be  refponfible  from  the  great  terror  of 
the  enemy,  on  all  paft  occafions  where  the  artillery  has  ap- 
peared. A  few  light  fix  and  three  pounders  will  alfo  be 
waited  on  this  plan  of  operations. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  requeft  an  additional  num- 
ber of  officers  to  the  guards,  who,  when  complete,  have  only 
three  to  one  hundred  men,  whereas,  in  fome  companies  there 
are  only  two ;  and  although  the  men  behave  with  great  fpirit, 
yet  the  temptations  of  plunder  are  fo  great,  that  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  a  few  officers  to  keep  the  men  under  redraint. 

The  date  of  the  King's  warrant  for  my  appointments  to 
vacant  commiffions  being  on  the  22d  of  June,  and  fuperfed- 
ing  the  authority  given  in  your  Lordfliip's  letter  of  the  I2th 
of  faid  month,  I  (hall  not  prfefume  to  poft  to  any  vacancies 
that  may  happen  in  the  detachment  of  guards  ;  neither  would 
it  be  in  any  degree  eifential  to  the  intereftsof  his  Majeity's 
fervice  that  I  (hould  exercife  this  power,  fincc  the  number  of 
officers  would  not  be  thereby  augmented. 
'  The  remount  and  additional  horfes  for  the  light  dragoons,  I 
hope,  may  be  fent  out  early,  as  the  good  fervices  they  huve  per- 
formed this  campaign,  and  the  dread  the  enemy  have  of  them, 
has  been  fully  experienced  upon  every  occafi on.  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  requeft  that  300  horfes^  with  faddles  and  accoutre- 
ments, triay  be  fent  out  in  March  for  this  fervice,  aiwi  Icould 
wifli  to  have  them  from  Ireland,  as  more  hardy^  and  more 
accuftomed  to  get  over  fences  than  the  horfes  from  England, 

Colonel  Prefcot,  commanding  at  St.  Auguftine,  has  re- 
querted  to  have  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  upon  the  Ameri- 
jcan  fervice,  and,  knowing  him  to  be  a  worthy  good  oiiicer, 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  his  Majefty's  favour. 

I  alfo  beg  leave  to  recommend  Dr.  Morris,  phyfician,  who 
has  ferved  this  and  the  laft  campaign  to  general  fatisfaftion, 
and  vyith  great  credit  to  himfelf,  to  be  infpedor  of  the  hofpi- 
fal^  of  this  army  j  as  it  muft  be  much  divided  in  the  courfe  of 

this 
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this  winter,  and  the  next  campaign,  I  apprehend  fuch  an  ap- 
pointment in  his  favour  will  be  for  the.  intereft  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice.  I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 

Germain,  dated  New  York,  3^  Dec.  1776. 

[^Received  December  30/^^.] 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclofctoyour  Lordfhip  a  return  of 
ordnance  and  (lores,  taken  from  the  enemy  fince  the  landing 
of  his  Majefty's  troops  at  Frog's  Neck,  in  Weft  Chefter  coun- 
ty, from  the  12th  Odober  to  the  doth  November ;  thofe  in 
the  commiifary  and  quarter  matter  general's  branches  are  alfo 
very  confiderable  ;  but  as  it  has  not  been  in  their  power  hitherto 
to  afcertain  them,  the  reports  muft  therefore  be  deferred  to 
the  next  opportunity. 

I  alfo  inclofe  a  return  of  prifoners  taken  during  the  cam* 
paign,  and  am  very  forry  to  add,  I  find  myfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  detaining  them,  though  at  a  very  great  expence  and 
inconvenience,  until  the  rebels  return  the  King's  officers  and 
men,  now  prifoners  with  them,  for  the  performance  of  which» 
I  have  had  frequent  alfurances,  though  hitherto  delayed  under 
various  pretences.  1  have  even  allowed  fome  of  their  princi- 
pal officers,  at  their  earned  requeft,  to  go  to  their  Congrefs, 
and  endeavour  to  expedite  the  exchange,  which  being  once 
efFeded,  I  (hall  foon  rid  myfelf  of  the  remaining  incum- 
brance. 

In  confequcnce  of  permiffion,  formerly  received  from  his 
Majefty,  I  appointed  Sir  William  Erflcine  quarter-mafter  ge- 
neral to  this  army,  on  the  7th  Oftober  laft  paft.  Thefe  ryices 
he  has  fince  rendered  in  the  military  line  of  that  department, 
have  fufficiently  proved  his  abilities,  and  intitle  him  to  every 
acknowledgment  in  my  power  to  make,  which  I  am  fully 
fenfible  is  the  beft  plea  1  can  offer  in  recommendation  of  my 
appointment  with  his  Majefly. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


Exiraa 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  General 
Howe,  ^/3/^i  Whitehall,  30M  Sept.  1776. 

[Received  loth  Oflober.l 
SIR, 

I  AM  favoured  with  your  letters  from  the  head  quarters 
upon  Staten  Ifland,  dated  6th  and  15th  Augud  ;  in  the  latter 
of  which  you  acknowledge  the, receipt  of  my  difpatchesof  the 
nth  and  12th  June,  and  alfo  of  the  camp  equipage  which  had 
been  fent  to  you  from  Europe. 

The  fafc  arrival  of  the  two  fleets,  under  convoy  of  Com- 
modore Hotham,  and  the  Repulfe,  was  a  very  welcome  piece 
of  intelligence :  and  I  have  had  the  pleafure  of  receiving  a 
confirmation  of  the  report  which  you  mention,  relative  to  the 
healthy  ftate  of  the  guards  and  HelBans,    - 

I  am  too  well  convinced^of  your  zeal  and  alertnefs  to  fup- 
pofe  ttiat  there  will  be  any  unneceflary  delays  in  your  opera- 
tions ;  and  Imoft  fincerely  wiOi  you  all  the  fuccefs,  during 
the  campaign,  which  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  in  which  you 
are  engaged  fo  amply  deferves,  and  which  I  flatter  myfelf  the 
known  bravery  of  the  troops  employed  in  this  fervice  will  not 
fail  to  enfure. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  fo  great  a  part  of  the  42d  and 
71ft  regiments  fhould  have  fallen  into  the  rebels'  hands.  The 
lofs  of  Major  Menzies  is  much  to  be  lamented,  but  I  truftyou 
will  foon  have  it  in  your  power  to  procure  the  releafe  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Campbell,  and  the  other  prifoners,  as  I  ob- 
ferve  with  a  particular  fatisfa£lion,  that  you  have  agreed  with 
^r.Wafliington  that  the  prifoners  fliould  be  exchanged. 
I  am,  &:c,  Geo.  Germain. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  General  Sir 

William  Howe,  ^^/^i/ Whitehall,  lith  06t.  1776. 

[^keceived  i^th  December.] 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  fubmit  to  the  King  the 
propofal  contained  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, No.  25,  for  an  augmentation  of  the  corps  of  Hef- 
Jian  chafleurs,  commanded  by  Colonel  Donop  ;  and  I  have 
the  fatisfadion  to.  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majelly  isgracioufly 
pleafed  to  approve  of^  what  is  propofed,  and  the  proper  fteps 
will  immediately  be  taken,  for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Landgrave  of  Hefle^  for  that  purpofe  \  and  as  I  do  not  forefee 
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any  difficulty  in  effeding  it,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  receive 
them  early  in  the  next  campaign. 

The  arrangement  you  have  made  for  a  more  exa£l  method 
of  fettling  the  accounts  of  fubfiltence  and  contingencies  of  the 
new  It'vies,  appears  to  be  very  proper  ;  biit  as  it  belongs  to 
the  lords  commilfioners  of  the  treafury  to  give  direSions  upon 
that  head,  I  lu\e  communicated  to  their  lordfliips  your  let- 
ter to  me.  No.  24,  and  1  have  no  doubt  you  will  receive  their 
Lordftiips'  approbation  of  the  commiffion  you  have  given 
to  Captain  Mackenzie,  and  the  appointment  you  have  made 
him,  in  confequence  thereof. 

J  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germain. 


Cpoy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  /«  General  Sir 
William  Howe,  ^^/f^/ Whitehall,  i8th  061-  1776. 

r^f^m'^^i5th  December,! 
SIR, 

I  HAD  infinite  fatisfaSion  in  receiving  from  Major  Cuy- 
ler  your  public  difpatch  of  the  3d  September,  wherein  you 
inform  me  of  the  fiiccefs  of  the  King's  forces  againft  the  re- 
bels upon  Long  Ifland. 

The  behaviour  of  both  officers  and  foldiers,  Britifli  and 
Heflians,  was  (as  you  well  obferve)  highly  to  their  honour^ 
and  has,  confequently,  obtained  his  Majefty's  (Irongeft  ap- 
probation. 

Confcious,  as  you  muft  be,  of  having  difcharged  your  duty 
in  a  mod  diftinguiihed  and  exemplary  manner,  you  will 
fcarcely  imagine  that  you  are  included  in  the  above  general 
defcription.  To  you.  Sir,  however*  I  am  commanded  to  fig- 
nify,  in  more  particular  terms>  the  high  opinion  which  your 
Sovereign  entertains  of  your  fervices  on  that  trying  and  glo- 
rious occafion. 

Thofe  who,  in  the  early  part  of  your  life,  from  an  Qbfer- 
vation  of  the  inborn  courage  and  aSive  spirit  which  you  ma- 
nifefted  in  inferior  ftations,  were  led  to  form  favourable  con- 
jeftures,  relative  to  your  future  exploits,  will,  with  me,  be 
happy  to  find  their  expeflations  fo  fully  anfwered  ;  and  will 
be  agreeably  *  furprifed  to  fee  you  making  fuch  hafty  ad- 
vances towards  military  excellence,  by  thus  uniting  to  the  fire 
of  youth  all  the  wifdom  and  condu^l  of  the  moft  experienced 
commander. 

Such  is  the  pcrfuafion  which  I  have  of  Vice-Admiral  Lord 
Howe's  ikill,  and  his  attention  to  the  good  of  the  fervice, 
that  even,  though  you  had  not  particularized  the  judicious 

move- 
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movement  of  the  (hips,  on  the  27th,  at  day  break,  I  (hmild 
undoubtedly,  have  neverthelefs  concluded  that  his  Lofdfhtp 
had  availed  himfelf  of  every  cifcumftance,  and  made  every 
manoeuvre  which  was  likely  to  deceive  or  annoy  the  rebels, 
and  to  advance  the  glory  of  his  Majcfly's  arms. 

The  expedition,  regularity,  and  fuccefs,  with  which  the 
debarkation  of  the  troops  and  cannon  were  efFedled,  at  the 
fame  time  it  does  infinite  honour  to  Lord  Howe,  who  made 
the  difpofition,  refleCls  no  fmall  degree  of  credit  upon  Com- 
modoTe  Hotham,  who  had  the  condu6l  of  that  important  fer- 
vice.  It  was,  indeed,  natural  to  expe6t  that  both  men  and 
officers,  fenfible,  as  they  are,  that  they  were  ading  under  the 
all-infpe£tingeye  of  an  admiral  whom  they  fo  defervedly  love 
and  admire,  would  exert  thettifehes  to  the  utmoft,  and  exe- 
cute his  Lordfhip's  commands  with  punctuality  as  well  as 
chearfulnefs- 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  a  viflory  to  which  you 
fo  eminently  contributed,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Geo.  Germain. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Gertnain  fo  Sir  William 
Howe,  ^rt//^' Whitehall,  18/^  Odober  1776. 
[  Received  1 5  th  Dece mber .  J 
SIR, 

IT  is  impoflible  that  any  perfon,  who  has  duly  attended  to 
your  military  condudl,  and  found  it,  fmm  your  entrance  into 
the  army,  invariably  direded  by  an  unintermitted  ambition  to 
ferve  your  King  and  Country,  can  imagine  that  your  merito* 
rious  behaviour  has  been  unnoticed  by  his  Majefty,  or  that 
his  gracious  approbation  has  not  been  frequently  communi- 
cated to  you  by  his  minifters  in  their  refpeftive  difpatches. 

His  Majeity,  however,  being  defitous  that  the  high  fenfe 
which  he  has  of  your  fuccefsful  endeavours  to  ferve  him, 
(hould  be  (till  of  greater  notoriety,  has  thought  proper  to  af- 
ford you  a  more  public  teltimony  of  his  royal  favour,  and 
has,  therefore,  out  of  his  fpecial  regard  to  merit  wherever  it 
is  found,  been  ^acioufly  pleafed  to  nominate  you  to  be  one  of 
'  the  knights  companions  o£«^e  moft  honourable  order  of  tha 
Bath. 

You  will  accordiogly  receive  herewith  the  proper  infignia^ 
together  with  a  difpenfation  for  wearing  them,  and  alfo  the 
Ilatutes  of  the  order. 

I  have  like  wife  the  honour  to  iranfmit  to  you  a  letter  from 
IrfOrd  Vifcount  Weymouth,  addrefled  to  Vice-Adniiral  Lord 

Yifcount 
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Vifcount  Howe,  which  you  will  pleafe  to  deliver  to  his  Lord* 
ihip. 

You  will  learn  from  the  inclofed  copy  thereof,  that  the 
King  has  been  pieafed  to  diredl  his  Lordihip  to  peribrm  ihe 
ceremony  of  inverting  you  wiih  the  enfigns  of  the  order. 

You  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  me  fincerely  happy 
in  conveying  to  you  this  additional  mark  of  his  Majeity's  in- 
creafing  approbation  of  your  conduct,  and  will  give  me  leave 
to  offer  you  my  moft  unfeigned  congratulations  upon  thisun- 
folicited  accumulation  of  your  honours. 

I  am,  6cc.  Geo.  Germain. 

(Sopy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germain,  dated^cwYorky  iSth  December  1776. 

[^Recehed  2'^d  February  .J  , 

My  Lord, 

BY  Major  Cuyler's  arrival  in  the  Defpencer  packet,  on 
the  I5lh  inftant,  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  tripli- 
cate of  the  22d  Auguft,  and  inclofure,  with  your  letter  of 
30th  September,  and  three  of  i8ih  Odlober. 

The  King's  mod  gracious  approbation  of  the  behaviour  of 
his  officers  and  foldiers,  Britiih  and  Heflians,  is  received  by 
them  with  a  fenfe  of  gratitude,  equal  to  that  zeal  which  they 
have  demonftrated,  and,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  continue  to 
exert  upon  all  occafions  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  Thetefti- 
mony,  alfo,  which  your  Lordihips  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
convey,  of  his  Majefty's  condefcenfion,  in  taking  notice  of 
my  humble  endeavours,  to  difcharge  the  duty  I  owe  to  my 
royal  marter,  being  the  height  of  my  ambition,  I  humbly  bei 
your  Lordfliip  will  do  me  the  honour  to  exprefs  my  mof 
grateful  feelings  for  fuch  unmerited  goodnefs. 

The  exchange  of  prifoners,  by  agreement  withMr.Wafli- 
ington,  has  riot  been  fo generally  complied  with  as  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  expe<a  :  but  the  officers  and  men  of  the  7th  and  26th 
regiments  are  moftly  returned^  and  feveral  of  thofe  of  the 
42d  and  71ft.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  with  moft  of 
the  officers  and  men  taken  with  him,  are  flill  detained,  which 
may  make  it  necelfary  for  me  to  fend  an  officer  purpofely  to 
remonftrate  upon,  the  injuftice  of  this  delay. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


apy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  *?/>  William  Howe  to  Lord  George  G^r- 

rnain^  ^f?/^^  New  York,  20th  December  I776. 

IRecdved  2^d  February  1777.  J 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclofe  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-general  Clinton^  containing  advice  of  his  being 
in  poflTeirion  of  Rhc)de  Iflandy  without  any  lofs  to  his  Maje« 
fly's  troops.  The  feafon  may  be  tbund  too  far  advanced  for 
him  to  proceed  to  Providence^  but,  if  pradicable,  I  zm  confi- 
dent the  attempt  will  be  made  ;  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
ffom  this  acquifition  are  nevcrtbelefs  very  important. 

In  Jerfey,  upon  the  approach  of  the  van  of  Lord  Cornwat- 
lis's  corps,  to  Brunfwick  by  a  forced  march,  on  the  iff  inftant, 
the  enemy  went  ofF  mod  precipitately  to  Prince  Town  ;  and 
had  Ihey  not  prevented  the  paffage  of  the  Rariton,  by  break- 
ing  a  part  of  Brunfwick  bridge,  fo  great  was  the  confufioA 
among  them,  that  their  army  mud  inevitably  have  been  cut 
to  pieces. 

My  firft  defign  extending  no  further  thati  to  get  and  keep 
pofleflioD  of  Ea(t  Jerfe/,  Lord  Cornwallis  had  orders  not  to 
advance  beyond  Brunfwick,  which  occafioned  him  to  difcon- 
tinue  his  purfuit ;  but  finding  the  advantages  that  might  be 
gained  by  puftiing  on  to  the  Delaware*,  and  the  poflibility  of 
getting  to  Philadelphia,  the  communication  leading  to  Brunf- 
wick was  reinfprced,  and  on  the  6th  I  joined  his  Lordftiip 
with  the  4th  brigade  off  Brltifh  under  the  command  ot  Major- 
general  Grant.  On  the  7ih  Lord  CornwalIis*s  corps,  the 
guards  excepted,  who  wcr^  left  at  Brunfwick,  marclied  to 
Prince  Town,  which  the  enemy  had  quitted  on  the  fame  day. 
This  corps  marched  in  two  divifions  on  the  8th  2  the  firft  ad- 
vancing to  Trenton,  reached  the  Delaware  foon  after  the  ene- 
my's rear  guard  had  croifed*  Their  main  army  having  paited 
the  preceding  day  and  nigh%  tookpoft  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river. 

Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  rear  divifion  halted  at  Maiden-* 
head,  fix  miles  from  Trenton,  and  marched  at  one  o'clock 
next  morning  to  Corriel's  ferry,  thirteen  miles  higher  up  the 
Delaware^  in  fome  expeAation  of  finding  boats  there,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood,  fufficient  to  pafs  tlie  river ;  but'  in  this 
he  was  difappointed,  the  enemy  having  taken  the  precaution 
to  d^ftroy,  or  to  fecure  on  the  fouth  fide,  all  the  boats  thajt 
could  poffibly  be  employed  for  that  purpofe. 
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The  paflage  of  the  Delaware  being  thus  rendered  imprac- 
ticable,  his  Lordfhip  took  poft  at  Penniitgton,  in  which  place 
and  Trenton,  the  two  divifions  remained  until  the  I4th»  when 
the  weather  having  become  too  fevere  to  keep  the  field,  and 
the  winter  cantonments  being  arranged,  the  troops  marched 
from  both  places  to  their  refpe£live  (tations.  The  chain,  I 
own,  is  rather  too  extenfive,  but  I  was  induced  to  occupy 
Burlington,  to  cover  the  county  of  Monmouth,  in  which 
there  are  many  loyal  inhabitants  ;  and  trufting  to  the  almoft 
general  fubmiflion  of  the  county  to  the  fouthward  of  this 
chain,  and  to  the  (Irength  of  the  corps  placed  in  the  advanced 
pofls,  I  conclude  the  troops  will  be  in  perfect  fecurity.  Lord 
Cornwallis  having  defired  to  return  to  Britain,  the  command 
in  Jerfey  is  given  to  Major-general  Grant,  in  whofe  ap- 
proved good  conduft  I  have  the  greateft  confidence. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  Lord  Cornwallis*s  good  fer- 
vices  (hiring  this  campaign ;  and  particularly  the  ability  and 
condiift  he  difplay.cd  in  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy  from  Fort 
Lee  to  Trenton^  a  diftance  exceeding  eighty  miles,  in  which 
he  was  well  fnpported  by  the  ardour  of  his  corps,  whochear- 
fully  quitted  their  tents  and  heavy  baggage,  as  impediments 
to  their  march. 

By  prefling  the  rebels  fo  clofe,  they  had  not  time  todcftroy 
the  country,  as  they  intended,  or  to  remove  their  (lores;  by 
which  a  large  quantity  of  provifions,  and  plenty  of  forage, 
have  been  feciired. 

During  Lord  Cornwallis*s  flay  at  Pennington,  a  patrol  of 
thirty  dragoons  from  the  i6th  regiment  was  Tent  out  to  gain 
intelligence  of  a  corps  under  the  conrimand  of  General  Lee> 
reported  to  be  in  MorrifS  County  on  their  way  to  crofs  the  De- 
laware at  Alexandria.  Lieutenant-colonel  Harcourt  defireti 
the  direction  of  this  detachment,  and  learning,,  as  he  pro* 
cccded,  the  fituation  of  this  corps,  confiding  of  2000  men, 
and  of  General  Lee*s  head  quarters,,  he  contrived,  by  infinite 
addrcfs  and  gallantry,  to  get  to  his  houfe  undifcovcred  by  the 
guard,  furrounded  it,  and  overconjing  all  their  refiftance^ 
made  the  general  a  prifoner. 

Kcing  confident  this  gallant  action  will  ndt  efcape  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  gracious  attention,  it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  recommend 
Lieutenant-colonel  Harcourt  to  the  King's  notice  upon  this 
occafion. 

I  muft  alfo  mention  the  fignal  fervices  of  Sir  Willianl 
Erfkine,  in  his  department  of  Qiiarter-mafter-gencral,  whofe 
indefatigable  zeal  has  eminently  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of 

this 
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this  campaign ;  nor  muft  I  omit  Major  Maitland,  of  the 
(corps  of*  marines,  who  has  the  command  of  the  2d  battalion 
o^  light  infantry,  in  which  he  has  didihguiflied  himfelf 
tntich  to  his  honour. 

The  time  of  fervice,  for  which  moft  of  the  enemy's  troops 
were  engaged,  being  expired,  their  prefent  (trengih,  from  a 
review  of  the  lateft  intelligence  received,  is  abont  8000  on 
the  fouth  Tide  of  the  Delaware,  and  in  Philadelphia ;  500 
militia  embodied  in  Morris  County,  New  Jerfey,  and  about 
3000  at  Peck's  Kill,  North  Caftle,  and  the  fmaller  pofts  in 
this  province.  Major-general  Robertfon,  who  ferved  the 
campaign,  by  his  Majefty's  permiffion,  will  return  to  Britain 
by  the  earlicft  opportunity* 

Extrd£l  of  a  Ltlter  from  Sir  Wiltiam  Howe  fo  Lord  George 

Germain,  dated  New  York,  20th  December  1776. 

[Received  23^  February  1777.] 

In  tny  feparate  letter  by  the  Tamet,  No.  J2,  I  mentroned 
Iny  ideas  for  the  fcvcral  operations  in  thecourfe  of  the  enfuing 
campaign,  and  propofed  a  defenfivc  corps  in  Jerfey  for  the 
early  part  of  the  year :  but  the  opinions  of  people  being  much 
changed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  their  minds^  in  general,  from 
the  late  progrefj*  of  the  army,  difpofed  to  peace,  in  which 
fentiment  they  would  be  confirmed,  by  our  getting  polTellioa 
of  Philadelphia,  t  am,  from  this  confide'ration,  fully  perfuaded^ 
the  principal  army  fliould  adl  offenfively  on  that  fide,  where 
the  enemy's  chief  ftrengih  will  certainly  be  collected. 

By  this  change,  the  often  five  plan  towards  Bofton  moft  be 
deferred  until  the  propofed  reinforcements  arrive  from  Eu-^ 
rope,  that  there  may  be  a  corps  to  ad  defcnfivcly  upon  the 
lowx^r  part  of  Hudfun'«  river,  to  cover  Jerfey  on  that  fide,  as 
well  as  to  facilitate,  in  fome  degree,  the  approach  oi  the 
army  from  Canada. 

The  arrangement  I  would  humbly  propofe  for  the  execu- 
tion of  this  plan  is,  that  only  2000  men  (hould  remain  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  with  a  proper  number  of  (hips,  4000  men  on 
York  Ifland  and  pofls^  adjacent,  and  .3000  rnen  o;i  Hudfon's 
river,  which  will  leave  Jioout  id,ooo  men  for  Pennfylvania, 
including,  on  a  rough  computation,  that  the  extent  of  our 
flrength  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  will  not  exceed 
19,000  men. 

Biit  as  thofe  operations,  perhaps  of  the  laft  importance  to 

the  nation,  may  depend  upon  the  exigencies  of  the  moment, 
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I  rcqueft  your  Lordfhip  to  point  out  any  general  plans  that 
may  be  thought  mod  advifeabley  both  virith  refpe^l  to  the  prefent 
ftrength  of  this  army,  and  on  the  event  of  reinforcements, 
remarking  the  periods  of  time  in  which  thefe  troops  may  be 
expeSed.  I  would  further  propofe,  that  every  augmentation 
of  troops  (hould  come  to  this  port»  in  the  firft  indance,  from 
whence  they  can  be  readily  difpofed  of,  as  may  be  found  re<- 
quifite. 

We  mud  not  look  for  the  northern  army  to  reach  Albany 
before  the  middle  of  September,  of  courfe,  the  fubfequent 
operations  of  that  corps  will  depend  upon  the  ftate  of  things 
at  the  time. 

C loathing,  tents,  and  every  fpecies  of  camp  equipagei  will 
be  wanted  for  the  Heflian  troops  and  regiment  of  Waldeck. 

The  inclofed  return  will  (hew  the  number  of  men  wanting 
to  complete  thefe  corps,  and  if  200  were  added  to  the  Heffian 
quota,  and  30  to  that  of  Waldeck,  I  think  the  cafualties  of 
the  winter  may  reafonably  ht  computed  to  amount  to  that 
number. 

The  7th  and  26th  regiments  being  moftly  exchanged,  and 
the  feafon  not  admitting  of  their  going  to  Canada  before  the 
fpring,  I  beg  to  have  his  Majefty's  commands  for  thedifpofaf 
of  thofe  battalions. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  letter,  without  making  mention  of  the 
good  fervices  rendered  in  thecourfe  of  the  campaign  by  Cort- 
land Skinner,  Efq.  attorney-general  in  the  Jerfeys,  who  has 
been  indefatigable,  and  of  infinite  fervice,  fincc  the  army  en* 
tercd  thofe  provinces ;  I  therefore  humbly  recoomicnd  him 
.  as  a  gentleman  meriting  the  royal  favour. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  5/V  William  Howe  io  Lord  George  Ger^ 

main,  dated  Hew  York,  2iji  Dec.  l^^(>* 

[^Received bth  March  1777. J 

My  Lord, 
CAPTAIN  Emmerick^  who  has  been  very  ufeful  to  me  m. 
the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  will  have  the  honour  of  prefent* 
ing  this  letter  to  your  Lordfhip,  on  his  return  to  Britain^  ixk 
order  to  raife  a  corps  of  German  chafleurs. 

If  your  Lord/hip  is  plcafed  to  recommend  fuch  a  meafure 
to  his  Majefty,  and  it  ihould  meet  with  approbation,  I  have 
rea£bn  to  believe  the  corps  would  be-  well  commanded  bjr 

Captaia 
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Captain  Smmerick,  and  can  afTure  that  troops  of  this  clafa  are 
much  wanted,  and  would  render  elTential  fervices  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Lordfhip's  mod  faithful 
and  mod  obedient  fervant, 

W.  Howe. 


dspy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Z*«rrf  George  Ger- 
main, dated  iievr  Yorkf,Qith  Dec.  1776. 
[^Received  23^  February  1777.] 

My  Lord, 
LIEUTENANT  Colonel  White,  who  has  ferved  a  vo- 
lunteer in  this  army  for  a  part  of  the  campaign,  and  to  whom 
I  have  given  the  care  of  my  difpatches  by  this  conveyance, 
has  mentioned  to  me  a  plan  he  had  the  honour  of  propoflng 
to  the  fecretary  at  war,  a  (hort  time  before  he  left  Englancf, 
for  drafting  forty  or  fifty  volunteers  from  each  regiment  of 
dragoons  in  England,  with  officers  in  proportion,  to  form  a 
battalion  to  ferve  on  foot  in  America.  As  this  fcheme  would 
add  to  the  army  an  exceeding  ferviceable  corps,  and  well  of- 
ficered, I  would  humbly  fubmit  the  propriety  of  it  to  your 
Lordfhip's  confideration,  and  if  approved,  hope  your  Lord- 
fhip  will  lay  it  before  the  King.  I  do  not  dwell  upon  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  prbpofal,  as  Lieutenant-oolonel  White  will 
have  the  honour  of  giving  your  Lordfhip  all  the  informa- 
tion that  may  be  required  further,  than  to  recommend  him 
for  the  command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be' 
your  Lordfhip's 

faithful  apd  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Will.  Howi. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General   Sir  W\lliam  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germain,  dated^tw  York,  December  29,  1776. 

[^Received  lyl  February  1777-J 

ON  the  a5th  inftant,  in  the  evening,  a  party  of  the  ene- 
my attacked  an  outguard  from  the  port  of  Trenton,  where 
Colonel  Rail  commanded  with  three  battalions  of  Heflians, 
fifty  chafleurs,  and  twenty  light  dragoons,  having  with  them 
fix  field  pieces;  which  party  was  beaten  back.  On  the  fuc- 
cceding  morning  at  fix  o'clock  the  rebels  appeared  in  force 
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with  cannon,  evidently  intending  to  'attack  the  poft.  Colo- 
nel Rail,  having  received  intelligence  of  their  delign,  had  the 
troops  under  arms,  and  detached  his  Own  regiment  to  (tippbrt 
an  advanced  picket:  this  picket  being  forced',  and  falling' 
back  upon  the  regiment,  threw  it  into  fome  diforder,  which 
occafioned  them  to  retire  upon  the  other  battalions  ;  no  ad^ 
vantage  being  taken  of  this,  they  recovered  themfelvcs,  and 
the  whole  formed  in  front  of  the  village. 

The  rebels,  without  advancing,  cannonaded  them  in  this 
fituation,  and  Colonel  Rail  moved  forward  to  attack  them, 
with  the  regiments  of  Lofsberg  and  Rail ;  in  which  attack 
Colonel  Rail  was  wounded',  and  the  regiments  were  made 
prifopers.  The  rebels  then  advanced  to  the  regiment  of 
Knyphaufen,  and  alfo  made  that  corps  prifoners. 

Some  few  officers,  and  about  two  hundred  men  of  the  bri- 
gade, with  the  chafleurs,  and  a  party  of  dragoons,  retreated 
to  Colonel  Donop's  corps  at  Burdenioni  fix  miles  diftant. 
Several,  officers  were  wounded,  and  about  forty  men  killed 
and  wounded. 

This  misfortune  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  CqI-  Rail's 

? quitting  his  poft,  and  advancii^  to  the  attack,  inftead  of  de-* 
ending  the  village. 
The  rebels  rccroiTed  the  river  Delaware  immediately,  with 
.  the  prifoners  and  cannon  they  had  taken* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  William  Howe  t$  Lord 

George  Germain,  dateii  New  York,  January  5,  1777. 

[^Received  the  2^d  February.] 

IN  confequence  of  the  advantage  gained  by  the  enemy  at 
Trenton,  on  the  26th  of  laft  month,  and  the  neceffity  of  an 
alteration  in  the  cantonments,  Lord  Cornwallis  deferring  his 

5oing  to  England  by  this  opportunity,  went  from  hence  to 
erfey  on  the  ift  inftant,  and  reached  Prince  Town  that 
night,  to  which  place  General  Grant  had  advanced,  with  4 
body  of  troops  from  Brunfwick  and  Hi II (borough,  upon 
gaining  intelligence  that  the  enerny,  on  receiving  reinforce- 
ments from  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  from  the  militia  ol  Penn- 
fylvania,  had  rcpaflTed  the  Delaware  into  Jcrfey.. 

On  the  2d,  Lord  Cornwallis  having  received  accounts  of 
the  rebel  army  being  ported  at  Trenton,  advanced  thither, 
leaving  the  4th  brigade  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Mawhood,  at  Prince  Town,  and  the  ad  l)ri8:ade  with 

l^rigadicr 
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Brigadier-general  Lqflie  at  Maidenhead.  On  the  a|)proach 
of  the  Britifh  troops  the  enemy's  forward  pofts  were'  driven 
back  upon  their  arm^,  which  was  formed  in  a  ftrong  pofition, 
, behind  a^creek  running  through  Trenton.  During  the  night 
of  the  2d  the  enemy  quitted  this  fituation,  and  marching  by 
Allen's  Town,  and  from  thence  to  Prince  Town,  fell  in  on 
the  morning  of  the  ;^d  with  the  17th  and  55th  regiments,  on 
their  march  to  join  Brigadier-general  Leflicat  Maidenhead. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Mawhood,  not  being  apprehenfive  of 
the  enemy's  ftrength,  attacked  and  beat  back  the  troops  that 
iirft  prefented  themfelves  to  him,  but  finding  them  at  length 
very  fuperior  to  him  in  Bumbers,  he  pufhed  forward  with  the 
17th  regiment,  and  joined  Brigadier-general  Leflie.  The 
55th  regiment  retifed,  by  the  way  of  HilKborough  to 
iBrunfwick,  and  the  enemy  proceeding  immediately  to  Prince 
Town,  the  40th  regiment  alfo  retired  to  Brunfwick. 

The  lofs  upon  this  occafion  to  his  Majefty's  troops  is  17 
killed,  and  nearly  aoo  wounded  and  mifling  ;  Captain  Leflie 
of  the  17th  is  among  the  few  killed,  and  for  further  particu- 
lars I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordftiip  to  the  inclofed  return. 
Captain  Phillips,  of  the  35th  grenadiers,  returning  from 
hence  to  join  his  company,  was,  on  this  day,  befet  between 
Brunfwick  and  Prince  Town  by  fome  lurking  villains,  who 
murdered  him  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner  ;  which  is  a  mode 
of  war  the  enemy  feem,  from  feveral  late  inftances,  to  have 
adopted,  with  a  degree  of  barbarity  that  favages  could  not 
exceed. 

It  has  not  yet  come  to  my  knowledge  how  much  the  ene- 
njy  has  fuflPered,  but  it  is  certain  there  were  many  killed  and 
wounded,  and  among  the  former  a  General  Mercer  from 
Virginia. 

The  bravery  and  condufl  of  Lieutenant- colonel  Maw- 
hood, and  the  behaviour  of  the  regiments  under  his  com- 
mand, particularly  the  17th,  are  highly  commended  by  Lord 
Cornwallis. — His  Lordmip  finding  the  enemy  had  made  this 
movement,  and  having  heard  the  fire  occafioned  by  Col.  Maw- 
hood's  attack,  returned  immediately  from  Trenton  ;  but  the 
enemy  being  fome  hours  march  in  front,  and  keeping  this  ad- 
vantage by  an  immediate  departure  from  Prince  Town,  re- 
treated by  King's  Town,  breaking  down  the  bridge  behind 
them,  and  croflTed  the  Millftone  river,  at  a  bridge  under  Rocky 
Hill,  to  throw  themfelves  into  a  ftrong  country. 

Lord  Cornwallis  feeing  it  could  not  anfwer  any  purpofe  to 
continue  his  purfuit,  returned  with  his  whole  force  to  Brunf- 
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■wick,  and  the  troops  at  the  right  being  aflembled  at  Elizabeth 
Town,  Major-general  Vaughan  has  that  command. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  bf  tho 
following  corps  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in  the  Jcrfeys, 
Friday,  January  3,  1777* 

17th  regiment,  i  captain,  12  rank  and  file,  killed ;  i  cap- 
tain, I  lieutenant,  i  enftgn,  4  ferjeants,  46  rank  and  file, 
wounded ;  i  ferjeant,  i  drummer,  3 j  rank  aijd  file,  mif{ing«\ 

40th  regiment,  i  lieutenant  wounded ;  I  enfign,  3  fer- 
jeants, I  drummer,  88  rank  and  file,  nuffing. 

55th  regiment.  1  ferjeant,  4  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  en- 
fign, I  ferjeant,  2  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  i  captain,  1  lieu- 
tenant, I  enfign,  i  ferjeant,  2  drummers,  66  rank  and  'file« 
miffing. 

Total.  I  captain,  I  ferjeant,  16  rank  and  file,  killed; 
1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  2  enfigns,  5  ferjeants,  48  rank  and 
file,  wounded  ;  i  captain,  i  lieutenant,  2  enfigiis,  5  ferjeants, 
4  drummers,  987  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Hon»  Captain  Leflie,  of  the  17th  re^^iment  of  foot,  killed. 

Captain  Phillips,  of  th«  35th  grenadiers,  killed  on  hia 
way  to  join  the  battalion. 

N.  B.  Since  the  above  return  manjr  of  the  men  mifldng 
have  joined  their  corps. 

It  appears  by  the  mufter-mafter  general,  Sir  George 
Oftorn's  return  of  the  Helfian  troops,  after  the  affair  of  tb^ 
26th  ot  December  at  Trenton,  that  the  prifoners  i^nd  miffing 
amounted  to  about  700. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Gtneral  Sir  William  Howe  io  Lord 
George  Germain,  dated^^w  York,  17//6  Jaa.  1777. 
[^Recehsd  3</  March.] 

My  Lord, 

THERE  being  two  packets  here,  I  fend  home  one  with 
duplicates  of  my  difpatches  to  your  Lordfliip  by  the  Briftol 
(hip  of  war. 

The  enemy  ftill  continuing  in  force  in  Morris  Town,  and. 
in  that  neighbourhood,  and  receiving  daily  re  in  forcemeats 
from  the^eaitern  militia,  Major-general  Vaughan,  with  the 
corps  he  had  at  Elizabeth  Town,  i«  reinovcd  to  Amboy.  Lord 
Cornwallis  remains  at  Brunfwick,  a<i  when  I  had  the  honour 
of  writing  to  your  Lordlhip  on  the  5ih  inOant.  In  this  po- 
firion  the  enemy's  mot ionls  will  be  watclicd,  without  hazard- 
ing 
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ing  a  march  at  a  fcirere  feafon,  which  does  not  admit. of  dif- 
fan  I  movements  for  want  of  cover  for  the  troops. 

The  dcfign  of  the  enemy  fe^ms  to  be  to  harrafs  the  troops, 
by  k'eeping  them  adembled  where  there  is  not  fufflcient  ac- 
commodation for  their  numbers,  hoping,  by  that  means,  to 
force  us  to  relinquKh  our  pods  in  Jerfey.  A  coofiderable 
body  of  militia  is  alfo  adembled  in  Conne^icut,  to  give  a  jea- 
louly  to  this  place,  which  is  threatened  to  be  burnt  by 
treachery, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  Lordfhip  copies  of  my 
laft  letters  from  Governor  Tonyn,  Governor  Chcfter,  Mr. 
Stuart,  fuperintendant  of  Indian  affairs,  and  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Dixon,  of  the  i6th  regiment,  with  feveral  inclofures, 
from  which  your  Lordfliip  may  colleft  the  probable  (late  ot 
Eaft  ^nd  Weft  Florida  ;  alfo  copies  of  my  letters  in  anfwer  to 
Governor  Tonyn  and  Mr.  Stuart. 

The  remote  fituation  of  thofe  provinces  difqualify  mc 
from  being  more  pointed  than  I  have  been,  in  my  dire^ions 
for  their  procedure ;  which  is  therefore  in  a  great  meafure 
referred  to  their  determination  upon  the  fpot.  It  is  princi- 
pally for  this  realon  ihal  I  humbly  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip, 
if  his^  Majefty's  fervice  would  not  be  projnoted  by  putting 
the  military  in  each  province  under  the  command  ot  a  gene- 
ral clfi.:er,  who  would  be  more  at  liberty  to  exert  his  force 
than  while  fubjedl  to  a  governor  and  his  civil  council. 

Major  General  MalTey  reports  that  he  has  informed  your 
Lorddiip  of  the  tranfa^iions  under  his  command  in  Nova 
Scotia,  which  province  is  relieved  from  their  late  apprehen- 
fions  by  the  invaders  being  repelled.  It  is  therefore  unnecef- 
fary  for  me  to  be  more  particular  on  this  fubjed. 

I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  io  Lord  George 
t    Germain,  dated  New  York,  2oth  January  1777. 
[^Received  yi  March.J 

IT  is  with  much  concern  that  I  am  to  inform  your  Lord* 
(hip,  the  unfortunate  and  untimely  defeat  at  Trenton  has 
thrown  us  further  back  than  was  ai  firft  apprehended,  from 
the  great  encouragement  it  has  given  to  the  rebels. 

I  do  not  now  fee  a  profpe<^  of  terminating  the  war,  but 
by  a  general  aftion,  and  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  our 
way  to  obtain  it,  as  the  enemy  moves  with  fo  much  more 
Celerity  than  we  poffibly  can. 

Nor 
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'  Nor  can  we  hazard  a  march,  at  this  unfavourable  (eafbny 
with  any  hopes  of  making  a  ftroke  upon  the  enemy,  in  his 
prefent  fituation,  that  might  turn  the  fcale  in  our  favour. 

Concluding  upon  the  certainty  of  another  campaign,  am 
confident  I  need  not  prefs  your  Lordihip  to  fend  us  every 
reinforcement  of  troops  for  immediate  fervice  that  can  be 
procured  ;  20,000  men  would  by  no  means  exceed  our  wants, 
yet  15,000  will  give  us  a  fuperiority  that,  I  fhould  hope,  may 
be  materially  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  the  campaign. 
Philadelphia  bemg  now  the  principal  objeft,  by  the  greater 
luimber  we  (hould  be  enabled  to  detach  a  corps  to  enter  the 
Delaware  by  fca,  and  the  main  body  to  penetrate  into  Penn- 
fylvania,  by  way  of  Jerfey  :  there  would  alfo  in  that  cafe  be 
a  fufficicnt  corps  to  aft  from  Rhode  liland.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  reinforcements  are  fmall,  the  operations  will  be 
much  curtailed  ;  or  if  none  Ihould  arrive,  we  (ball  be  con- 
fined to  aft  in  one  body  in  Jerfey,  leaving  only  a  fmall  corps 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  and  another  of  fufficicnt  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  ifland  and  its  dependencies. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe /^Z^r// George  Ger- 
main, datedT^tv/  York,  I2th  February  l^^^• 
[^Received  igth  March.  J 
My  Lord, 

THEdifpolitionof  thetr^)ops  in  this  quarter  having  under- 
gone little  alteration  fince  my  lad  difpatch  of  the  17th  of  Ja- 
nuary, I  have  only  to  advife  your  Lordfliip  of  the  return  of  a 
brigade  of  Britifli,  and  fome  companies  of  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry,  from  Rhode  Ifland,  to  ftrengthen  Lord  Cora- 
wallis's  corps  in  Jerfey,  in  order  to  enable  his  Lordihip^  with 
more  fecurity  to  the  pofts  of  Brunfwick  and  Amboy,  to  make 
a  movement,  when  the  weather  proves  favourable,  againfl  the 
enemy  {till  remaining  at  Morris  Town. 

Lieutenant  General  Clinton  being  gone  to  England,  Lord 
Percy  has  fucceedcd  to  the  comiTiand  at  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
has  with  him  Major  General  Prefect,  one  troop  of  the  17th 
light  dragoons^  one  Brigade  of  Britilh,  and  two  of  HeflSans. 
A  body  of  the  enemy's  militia  is  collefted  at  Providence,  for 
the  defence  of  that  place,  and  to  watch  his  Lordfhip's  mo- 
tions ;  but  1  do  not  entertain  the  fmalleft  apprehenfions  of 
their  afting  ofFenfively  againft  the  ifland. 

His  excellency,  Governor  Tryon,  has  offered  his  fervicesin 
the  command  of  a  corps  of  provincia^ls  for  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign. 
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paign,  and  prefiiming  the  meafure  will  be  approved  by  his 
MajcHy,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  place  fuch  a  corps  under  bis 
command  as  may  be  of  eflential  ufe  in  the  profecution  of 
the  war. 

The  French  ofBcers  in  the  inclofed  lifl  are  fent  by  this  op- 
portunity, under  the  care  of  Captain  James  S.  Patton,  of  the 
61  h  regiment  of  foot,  with  direflions  to  advife  your  Lord- 
(hip  of  his  arrival,  and  to  wait  your  commands  for  their 
further  <lilpofal. 

Major  General  Robertfon,  who  will  have  the  honour  to  de* 
liver  this  difpatch,  can  give  your  Lord(hip  the  beft  informa- 
tion, re  fpeding  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  country,  and  the 
profpe<3s  the  rebels  have  of  bringing  into  the  field  an  army 
of  more  than  50,000  men.  They  are  moft  fanguine  in  their 
expc£lations,  and  confcious  tiiat  their  whole  (lake  depends 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  next  campaign,  ufe  every  compulfory 
ineans  to  thofe  who  do  nqt  enter  voluntarily  into  their  fer- 
vicc.  ,         •       , 

I  do  not  prefunfie  to  prefs  your  Lordfliip  further  upon  the 
necelTity  of  the  reinforcements  I  have  formerly  mentioned,  to 
counteraft  the  eiForts  of  the  enemy,  being  fully  jjcrfuaded, 
if  my  ideas,  for  the  operations  of  this  year,  mould  meet 
with  approbation  in  the  Cabinet,  everv  affiftancc  will  be  given 
that  can  be  procured  ;  but  at  all  events,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat 
my  requefts  for  another  battalion  of  artillery  and  recruits  to 
complete  the  companies  now  here. 

It  it  is  not  thought  proper  to  fend  out  the  additional  gene- 
ral officers  I  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  in  a  former  let- 
ter to  your  Lord(hip,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  appoint  fome  of 
the  eldeft  lieutenant  colonels  of  the  line  to  ad  as  brigadiers ; 
but  to  gain  the  fervices  of  four  of  that  rank,  fix  lieutenant 
colonels,  belonging  to  the  detachment  of  guards,  muft  be 
included,  who,  upon  fuch  an  arrangement,  could  not  do  duty 
in  their  corps  ;  I  would,  therefore,  humbly  propofe,  that  ju- 
nior captains  be  fent  to  relieve  thofe  gentlemen,  whereby  this 
.  "inconvenience  would  be  avoided,  and  an  opportunity  offered 
to  appoint  officers  from  the  line  to  command  the  brigades. 
In  oir  Guy  Carleton's  army,  lieutenant  colonels  ©f  later  date 
than  many  here,  have  aded  here  as  brigadier  generals,  fince 
.  their  arrival  in  Canada,  which  has  not  pafled  unnoticed  by 
their  feniors  ferving  in  this  army;  I,  therefore,  beg  your 
Lordlliip  will  take  this  matter  into  confideration,  and  honour 
m^  with  his  Majelty*s  commands  upon  it. 
I  hav^  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 
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Cops  of  a  Letter  frorrf.  Lord  George  Germain  to  General  Sir 

William  Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  November  6,  1776, 
[Received  M2LTQ\ilOy  1777; 
Sir, 

BEING  informed  that  his  Majcfty's  fervice  makes  it  necef- 
fary  that  a  packet  fhould  bedifpatched  to-night,  I  unexpedled«> 
ly  enjoy  a  very  early  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  your  feveral  letters  of  the  21ft,  23d,  and  24th  September, 
which  you  entrufted  to  the  care  of  Captain  Balfour. 

They  were  delivered  by  him  in  the  evening  of  the  2d  inftantj 
and  were  by  me  laid  before  the  King. 

The  city  of  New- York  was  an  objtfV  of  fo  great  importance* 
that  the  news  of  the  evacuation  thereof  by  the  rebels  was  re- 
ceived with  general  fatisfadion.  And  I  have  a  particular  plea- 
fure  in  being  commanded  to  inform  you,  that  his  Majefty  has 
in  the  flrongcft  terms  approved  of  your  condu6t,  and  highly 
applauds  the  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  upon 
that  nccafion. 

The  fervice  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  troops  is  a 
topic  upon  which  I  could  here  enlalrge  with  much  juftice,  and 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  fatisfadlion,  if  the  early  failing  of  the 
packet  did  not  compel  me  to  ufe  an  unwilling  brevity. 

Hurried,  however,  as  1  am,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that 
the  commendations  which  you  fo  liberally  beftow  upon  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  and  the  feamen  belonging  to  the  (hips  of 
vj2iv  and  the  tranfports,,  is  the  moft  honourable  tcftiraony  that 
could  have  been  given  in  their  favour ;  and  I  make  no  doubt* 
but  they  efteemed  it  a  circumftance  peculiarly  fortunate  for 
them,  that  they  were  called  upon  to  co-operate  with  a  Ge- 
neral who  was  known  to  have  difcernment  enough  to  diilin- 
guifli  merit,  and  candour  enough  to  give  it  its  due  weight 
wherever  it  wag  found. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  that  your  fuccefs  was  attended  with  (b 
inconfiderablea  lofs,  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Monckton 
is  in  fo  fair  a  way  of  recovery. 

The  attempt  which  was  made  to  burn  the  town  of  New- 
York  might  well  exafperate  the  troops  :  I  truft  that  an  appre- 
henfion  of  condign  puniffiment  will  deter  the  infatuated 
wretches  from  perfevering  in  their  rcfolutions,  and  have  good 
hope  that  the  inquiry  which  you  have  fet  on  foot  will  ferve  to 
difcover  tlie  origmal  promoters  and  abettors  of  the  villainoiis 
defign. 

Your  (hort  letter  of  Sept.  24  requires  no  farther  anfwcr, 
than  that  I  fhould  cxprcfs  my  joy  on  account  of  the  troops 
having  met  with  no  oppofition,  either  to  their  lodgings  upon 

Pauius 
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Paulus  Hook  J  or  to  their  taking  pofleflion  of  the  batteries  and 
redoubts  at  that  poll.  The  advantages  which  yoii  have  hi- 
therto gained  over  the  rebels  have  been  rapid,  and  are  ex- 
tremely important ;  and  I  am  confident  you  will,  in  refleding 
upon  them,  derive  a  fmcere  fatisfaftipn  from  the  confideration, 
that  the  troops  under  your  command  have  been  able  to  give 
Aich  fignal  proofs  of  their  bravery,  and  render  fuch  ejreniial 
fcrviccs  to  their  King  and  Country,  without  fuflfering  any 
material  Injury  from  the  enemy. 

I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Germain^ 

ExtraSf  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Ctorgt  Germain  to  5'/V  William 
Howe,  istzW  Whitehall,  ()th  NoveoTibcr  1776. 
[^Received  bJl^idx  I  Q.J 
Sir, 

I  Communicated  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  your  letter 
to  me  of  the  i6thof  Auguil,  notifying  your  appointment  of 
Captain  Mackenzie  to  be  Paymaifer  of  the  new  levies,  and 
containing  your  reafons  for  it ;  and  I  have  the  pkafure  to  fend 
you  inclofed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Robinfon's  letter  to  Mr.  Knox, 
fignifying  their  Lordfllips  approbation  of  that  appointment. 

The  great  importance  of  engaging  the  fouthcru  Indians  in 
our  intereft,  has  not  efcaped  his  Majcfiy's  attention  ;  and  you 
will  fee  by  the  inclofed  copies  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Stuart, 
what  care  has  been  taken  to  fwpply  that  officer  with  the  means 
of  fecuring  the  fidelity  of  thole  people,  and  the  inftruftions 
which  have  been  given  him  for  his  conduct  refpedling  them. 
He  will  of  courfe  receive  your  orders  for  employing  them  iii 
feconding  any  operations  you  may  think  fit  to  direft  againd 
thofe  colonics  ;  and  it  muft  give  you  fatisfadion  to  find  he  is 
in  fo  good  a  condition  to  carry  into  execution  whatever  orders 
you  may  think  proper  to  give  him. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  LordG^ovgt  Germain  to  Sir  William 

Howe,  ^(3/^^  Whitehall,  January  14,  1777. 

[Received  M^rchg,] 

HAVING  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  pofTeffion  of 
Rhode  Ifland  would  be  attended  with  the  moft  beneficial  con* 
fequences,  I  was  extremely  happy  to  find,  (by  your  feparate 
letter  of  November  30,  1776,)  that  you  had  thought  proper  to 
fend  an  expedition  to  that  place  ;  and  though  it  mult  becon- 
feiVed  that  winter  and  bad  weather  are  foipmidable  enemies  to 

contend 
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contend  with,  I  cannot  help  being  fangwine  in  my  expcAation!^ 
from  tn)ops,  whom  you  have  accuftomed  to  fuccefs  in  all  theif 
undertakings ;  and  I  am  the  lefs  capable  to  entertain  th«f 
fmallelt  appreheiifion  of  a  mifcarriage,  when  I  refledt  that  you 
cntrufted  the  command  of  thofe  troops  to  men  of  ftich  tried 
courage,  as  Lieutenant  General  Clinton  and  Lord  Percy  are 
known  \o  polfefs.  But  be  the  event  what  it  may,  I  (liall  ever 
think  that  the  importance  of  the  otjeft  was  an  ample  jufti- 
fication  of  the  attempt,  even  if  the  enemy  had  been  better  pre-' 
pared  for  an  op  poll  t  ion  to  your  enterprize. 

With  regard  to  the  army  under  the  command  of  Earl  Cofnr* 
wallis,  the  men  have  been  brought  into  fiich  a  ftate  of  perfec- 
tion while  they  were  under  your  eye,  that  they  muft  unavoid* 
ably  a£l  with  iiich  rapidity,  when  put  in  motion,  as  induced 
me  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  his  Lord(hip*s  progrefs  in'Eaft  Jer-' 
fey,  notwiihftahding  the  advanced  feafon,  will  be  conliderabic. 
And  it  is  the  ground  of  much  fatisfadion  here  to  know  that 
your  troops  had,  after  the  follov«?ing  operations  of  the  cam* 
paign,  fo  fair  a  profpeft  of  extenfive  and  good  winter  canton* 
lucnis  as  that  dillridt  can  afford  them. 

It  was  a  great  mortification  to  me  to  be  informed,  that  the 
aryny  from  Canada  had  thought  it  right  to  leave  Crown  Point 
unoccupied,-  arid  repafs  the  Lake.  I  truft,  however,  that  my 
expectations  are  likely  to  be  gratifiedj  when  I  prefume  the 
army  will  make  more  rapid  advances  the  next  campaign,  and' 
reach  Albany  fooner  than  you  feem  to  cxpeft.    . 

Your  well  digefted  plan  for  the  operations  of  the  next  cant-< 
paign  has  been  laid  before  his  Majefty,  but  I  muft  decline,  aC 
prefent,  to  trouble  you  with  any  remarks  upon  it ;  for  as  your 
next  letter  (of  which  I  am  in  daily  expeflation,)  will  probably 
throw  new  lights  upon  the  fubjeft,  his  Majefty  thinks  propeV 
to  with-hold  his  royal  fentiments  thereupon,  until  he  (hall  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  taking  into  his  confidcration  the  whole 
ftate  of  this  momentous  affair.  When  the  King  has  fo  done^ 
Major  Balfour  will  be  immediately  difpatchcd  to  you  with  all 
necelfary  inftru6tions. 

When  I  firft  read  your  requifition  of  a  reinforcement  of 
15,000  rank  and  file,  I  muft  own  to  you  I  was  really  alarmed, 
bccaufe  I  could  not  fee  the  leaft  chance  of  my  being  able  to  fup- 
ply  you  with  the  Hanoverians,  or  even  with  the  Ruffians  in  time*  ' 
As  foon,  however,  as  I  found  from  your  returns  that  your  army, 
if  reinforced  with  4000  more  Germans  (which  I  truft  will  be 
p.ncured  for  yon),  800  additional  Hellian  chafTeurs,  and  about 
1800  reci nils  for  the  Briiilh,  and  about  1200  for  the  Hef- 
fian  troops  under  your  command,  will  confift  of  very  nearly 

35,000 
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35,000  rank  and  file,  I  was  fatisfied  that  yon  would  have  an 
army  equal. to  your  wifties,  efpecially  when  I  conftdered  tha 
the  enemy  mu(\  be  greatly  weakened  and  deprefled  by  you 
late  fucceffes,  and  that  there  was  room  ta  hope,  that  you 
wouJd  not  find  it  difficult  to  embody^  what  number  of  Provin- 
cials you  may  think  propet,  for  particular  parts  of  the  fervice ; 
in  which  expediation,  cloth  for,  3000  additional  fuits,  and 
camp  equipage  for  8000,  are  ordered,  and  will  be  fcnt  to 
you.  And  here  I  muft  afford  you  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing, 
that  whatever  degree  of  fupport  the  rebels  may  have  been 
laught  to  cxpeft  from  foreign  powers,  I  have  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  Dr.  Frankhn  will  not  be  able  to  procure  them 
any  open  affillance. 

The  artillery  have  on  all  occadons  behaved  well ;  and  as 
their  appearance  has  hitherto  had  fo  dcfirable  eScds  upon  the 
enemy,  I  wi(h  it  was  in  my  power  to  procure  ^you  another 
battalion  of  (o  ufeful  a  corps,  but  it  is^iot.  You  may,  how- 
ever, depend  upon  having  as  many  fent  to  you  as  I  can  get 
together,  with  fome  light  lix  and  three-pounders.  You  will 
alio  have  fuch  a  number  of  officers  fent  out  to  the  guards,  as 
will  make  them  complete  to  the  prefent  eilablifhmcm,  inde* 
pendent  of  thofe  employed  on  the  ftafF. 

It  would  be  impoHible  to  procure  for  you,  in  any  reafonabfe 
time,  the  300  hor fes  which  you  delire  ;  and  as  the  expence  oi 
fending  them  to  fo  great  a  dillance  is  enormous,  and  the  hazard 
of  their  arriving  fafe  very  great,  it  is  intended  to  fend  you  only 
100,  which  is  mure  than  will  be  necelfary  for  completing  the 
eftabliihment  of  thofe  you  already  have,  as  it  appears  by  your 
returns  that  vou  want  only  77,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  with  fiicli 
as  you  may  Ge  able  to  procure  in  the  country,  will  anfvvtr 
jour  purpofe. 

All  that  I  need  fay  to  you  at  prefent,  concerning  the  tea 
fhips  of  tlie  Kne  which  you  iolicit,  is,  that  Lord  Sandwich 
will  Write  fully  to  Lord  Howe  upon  that  fubjed  ;  and  as  I 
apprehend  you  lay  fo  great  a  ftrcfs  upon  that  requelt,  with  a 
view  to  the  dtimand  that  you  may  have  for  the  fer vices  of  the 
men  iii  the  debarkation,  and  in  (itherwife  allKting  your  troops, 
it  gives  me  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  reafon  to 
hwpe  fuch  a  forcawill  be  fent  you,  as  will  be  deemed  fufficieni' 
by  yourfelf  and  Lord  Howe. 

1  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform  you,  that  his  Majelly  hath 
been  pl^afed,  on  your  recommendation,  to  order  Dodlor  Alor- 
ris  to  be  appointed  Infpedlor  of  the  hofpitals. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  f9  General  Sit 
William  Howe,  dated  14th  January  I777. 
j^Reccived  March  9.} 
Sir, 

I  WAS,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  honoured  with  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  3Cth  November,  wherein  you  gave  me  a  conti-^ 
nued  account  ot  your  operaiioi>s  fmce  the  departure  ot  Captain 
(now  Major  J  Balfour,  with  advice  of  the  redudioa  of  Ne\T 
York. 

I  was  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  favoured  with  yotrr  dlfpatch^ 
dated  December  3,  1776,  in  which  were  enclofed  feparate 
returns  of  the  lofs  which  the  army  under  your  command 
had  fudained,  from  September  I7ih  to  November  i6tb,-in- 
clufive,  of  the  prifoners  who  have  been  taken  during  the 
campaign,  and  of  the  ordnance  and  (tores  taken  in  the  redoubts 
and  lines  of  the  enemy,  from  the  loth  of  Odober  to  the  ioth 
of  November  ;  all  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  laying 
before  the  King. 

When  I  confider  the  length  of  the  period,  of  which  you 
have  given  fo  clear  and  circumftantial  a  military  hirtory,  the 
dangers,  labours,  and  difficulties,  necelfarily  attending  the 
fervice  in  which  the  troops  have  been  employed,  togciheif 
with  the  obftacles,  which  both  art  and  nature  oppofed  ta  their 
progrefs,  I  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  greatncfs  and  rapidity 
of  your  fuccelFcs  ;  the  account  of  which  gave  his  Majefty 
the  more  fincere  fatisfaftion,  inafmuch  as  they  have  been  ob- 
tained with  fo  inconfiderable  a  lofs  on  the  part  of  his  faithful 
fubiecSls. 

I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majefty  to  cxprefs,  in  the 
flrongeit  terms,  his  royal  approbation  of  the  a6livity,  perfe* 
vering  ardour  and  bravery,  which  have  been  fo  eminently 
manite(>cd  by  the  troops,  both  Britilh  and  foreign. 

It  would  be  tedious,  and  indeed  unnecelTary,  to  trouble  ydU 
with  an  enumeration  of  the  officers  names,  with  whofe  con- 
duel  the  King  has  been  pleafed  to  declare  himfelf  to  be  highly 
fati.sficd.  You  have  done  ample  juftice  to  their  rcfpedtive 
merits;  and  every  body  will  naturally  conclude,  that  thofe 
\»i.o  hUve  deferved  an  honourable  mention  in  the  difpatchcs 
of  a  di Teeming  Commander,  cannot  have  failed  of  being 
warmly  applauded  by  a  juft  Sovereign. 

I  mult  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  fin* 
cere  plcafure  which  your  correfpondence  has  been  the  me^ns 
of  prtKining  me,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  campaign  ;j 
lor,  as  yotir  difpaic!;cs  have  fo  conitautly  contained  advice  of 

(otitm 


.  1779-  DEBATES.  385 

fome  important  advantage  gained  by  you  over  the  rebels,  or  the 
news  of  fome  other  welcome  event,  I  have  unavoidablv  re- 
ceived infinite  fatisfadion  from  the  perufal  of  them,  and  have, 
on  the  other  hand,  been  as  unavoidably  pleafed  with  the  bufl- 
nefs  of  anfwcring  them,  fince  one  part  of  my  talk  has  con- 
ftantiy  been  to  convey  to  you  the  ftrongeft  afTu  ranees  of  the 
high  eftimation  in  wnich  his  Majefty  holds  your  fervices. 

I  am,  &c«  Geo.  Germain. 


Copy  of  a  Litter  (marked fef  ar ate)  from  Z^rrf  George  Germain 
to  General  Sir  William  Howe,  ^d/^</ Whitehall,  January 

Hi  1777- 

{Receivedyizx^  9.]] 

Sir, 
GOVERNOR  Browne,  who  I  find  is  reloafed  from  his 
confinement  in  Connecticut,  and  is  now  at  New  York,  ac- 
ouaints  me  in  his  letter  of  the  i6th  of  November,  that  he  had 
found  means  to  engage  a  confiderable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  ConneAicut,  chiefly  emigrants  from  Europe,  to  enter  into 
bis  Majefty's  fervice,  upon  the  promife  of  receiving  bounties 
in  lands  upon  being  difcharged  at  the  clofe^of  the  rebellion  ; 
that  feveral  had  already  prefented  themfelves  at  the  rendezvous 
appointed  for  them  at  Lon^  Ifland,  and  the  meafure  had  met 
your  approbation.  Upon  this  ground,  I  have  judged  it  proper 
to  acquaint  you,  in  this  feparate  letter,  that  his  Majefty  ap- 
proves of  your  confirming  to  fuch  of  thofe  volunteers,  as  you 
Hiall  think  fit  to  receive  into  his  Majefty's  fervice,  the  pro- 
mife made  to  them  by  Governor  Browne,  of  fuch  a  portion 
of  lands  being  granted  to  each  of  them,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
rebellion,  as  was  granted  by  his  Majefly*s  proclamation  of  the 
7th  of  Odober  1763,  to  the  rcduc«d  private  foldiers  who 
nad  ferved  in  America. 

I  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germain. 

Qopy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 

main,  dated  ^tvf  York,  April  i,  1777. 

IR^eeived  8/A  May  1 7  7  7 .  J 

My  Lord,  * 

I  WAS  honoured  with  your  Lordfhip's  different  diioatches, 
dated  the  14th  January,  and  duplicates  of  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, with  the  inclofures  by  the  Halifax  packet^  which  arrived 
the  oth  of  March. 
.    VoL.X.  Cc  The 
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•  The  Mercury  packet  got  in  on  the  10th  of  March,  after  a 
tedious  paflage,  with  the  originals  of  your  Lordfhip's  dif- 
patches  of  the  6th  of  November,  and  triplicates  of  thole  of  the 
30th  of  September  and  18th  of  0£h)ber  ;  duplicates  of  which 
were  received  the  next  day  by  the  Thames  frigate. 

His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  approbation  of  my  conduft, 
during  the  laft  campaign,  and  ofthe  behaviour  of  the  troops 
under  my  command,  both  Britilh  and  foreign,  which  your 
Lordfbip  has  been  pleafed  to  convey  in  terms  fo  flattering  to 
my  wiflies,  fills  my  mind  with  the  pureft  (entiments  of  grati- 
tuile,  and  has  been  received  by  the  officers  and  foldiers  with 
joy,  and  moil  dutiful  refpeA. 

There  has  not  been  any  occurrences,  fince  my  laft,  worthy 
of  your  Lordfliip's  notice,  excepting  the  fuccefs  of  a  detach- 
ment of  500  men  that  I  fent  up  the  north  river  in  tranfports, 
on  the  22d  of  March,  conveyed  by  the  Brune  frigate,  to  de- 
ftroy  a  confiderable  depofit  of  provifions  and  ftores'  which  the 
enemy  had  made  at  Peek's  Kill,  near  50  ihiles  diftant  fronei 
New  York  ;  Lieutenant- colonel  Bird,  of  the  15th  regiment, 
commanded  the  party.  The  rebels  ftationed  there  retiring 
upon  his  approach,  he  got  eafy  pofleffion  of  the  poft  :  before 
their  retreat,  they  fet  fire  to  the  principal  ftore-houfes,  and 
thereby  rendered  ufelefs  the  ojily  whan  where  it  was  pracr 
ticable  to  embark  the  remaining  (lores,  in  convenient  timct 
which  made  it  expedient  to  deftroy  the  greater  part.  This 
was  completely  efie£ted,  to  the  amount  fpecified  in  the  inclo- 
fed  return,  and  the  detachment  reimbarking  without  interrup- 
tion, returned  here  the  26th. 

I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  about 
1500  fuits  of  provincial  cloathing  have  already  arrived,  which 
being  extremely  wanted,  are  very  acceptable  to  them. 

Lieutenant-general  Earl  Percy  having  applied  for  leave 
to  return  to  Europe,  his  L^rdfhip  will  proceed  in  the  next 

Kcket,  and  the  command  at  Rhode  Ifland  will  devolve  upoo 
ajor-gcneral  Prefcot.. 

I  am,  &c.  Wm.  Howe. 


Extraif  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe^  to  LorJGeorgfi 
^  iated  ApxiLz,  ITJ 7.       (Ma  '    '  " 

[Riceived^th  May  1777.] 


OBSERVING  by  your  Lordlhip's  diflpatches,  thq  fi^dl 
reinforcement  intended  for  this  army  for  the  enfuing^cflm* 
>aigR,  compared  with  my  requifitions  for  executing  the  f^an 
had  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  your  Lord{hip>  in  myletters 

upon 
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upon  that  fubjeA,  I  heg  leave  to  prefs  the  additional  ftrength 
of  the  corps  of  difmounted  dragoons,  folicited  by  Lieutenant, 
colonel  White,  of  the  corps  of  chafleurs,  propofed  to  be 
raifed  by  Captain  Emerick>  and  of  the  fix  additional  com- 
panies of  the  42d  and  71ft  regiments. 

Had  it  been  expedient  to  l^ve  fent  the  number  of  dragoon 
horfes  I  requeued,  we  (hould  have  found  great  utility  from 
them,  not  only  for  the  efTential  fervice  of  patroling,  but  in 
oppofition  to  a  large  corps  of  cavalry  raifing  by  the  enemy. 

Your  Lordfhip  having  been  pleated  to  inform  me  I  muft 
not  expeS  an  additional  battalion  of  artillery,  in  which  I  con- 
fefs  my  difappointment,  from  a  thorough  convidion  of  the  great 
fervice  fuch  a  reinforcement  would  be  to  this  army,  I  am 
conftrained  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by  an  endeavour  to  raife 
300  men  from  the  rrovincials  to  do  duty  with  the  artillery,  to 
be  paid  and  cloathed  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  eftabliOied^ 
ana  have  given  direSions  accordingly  to  Brieadier-general 
Cleaveland,  that  no  time  may  be  lolt  m  compTeating  them^ 
which  I  hope  will  receive  his  Majedy's  approbation. 
«  In  thefe  circumftances,  I  find  mylelf  under  the  neceflity  of 
relinquifhing  a  principal  part  of  the  plan  before  propofed,  for 
an  offenfive  corps  on  the  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland,  &c.  and  to 
adopt  one  on  a  Imaller  fcale^  which  the  inclofed  diftribution 
points  out. 

From  the  difficulties  and  delay  that  would  attend  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river  Delaware,  by  a  march  through  Jerfey,  I 
propofe  to  invade  Pennfylvania  by  fea ;  and  from  this  arrange- 
ment we  muft  probably  abandon  the  Jerfies,  which  by  the 
former  plan  would  not  have  been  the  cafe.  On  the  contrary, 
the  enemy's  wcflern  and  principal  army  would  have  been  be- 
tween the  two  corps  deftmed  tor  this  fervice,  and  we  (hould 
then  have  had  the  communication  open  for  the  Seneca  Indians 
to  have  joined  us. 

The  Provincial  troops  I  propofe  to  employ  under  Governoc 
Tryon's  command,  upon  the  Hudfon's  river,  or  to  enter  Con-. 
i)e£ticut,  as  circumflances  may  point  out. 

In  the  former  campaign,  the  force  was  fuitable  to  the  opera- 
tion  ;  whereas  in  the  enfuing  one,  from  the  feveral  pofts  ne- 
cefTarily  to  be  prftferved,  the  offenfive  army  will  be  too  weak 
for  rapid  fuccefs,  though  I  (hall  hope  for  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements in  time  to  (Irengthen  this  as  well  as  the  other 
corps ;  but  I  fear  they  will  not  be  fufEcient  to  caufe  any  ma- 
terial alteration  in  the  plan  now  propofed. 

From  thefe  confidcrations,  and  the  delays  which  mav.au 

tend  the  evacuation  of  the  Jerfies,  from  the  vicinity  of  the 

^  c  2  enemy'? 
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enemy's  principal  force,  it  is  probable  the  campaign  will  not 
commence  foloon  as  your  Lordlhip  may  expea;  though  we 
ihould  not  undertake  any  thing  ofTenfive  in  that  quarter,  which 
I  mean  to  avoid,  unlefs  fome  very  advantageous  opening  (hould 
offer.  But  your  Lordfhip  may  be  aflured,  the  operations  will 
be  forwarded  as  expeditioufly  as  the  nature  of  the  fervice  will 
admit ;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  I  (hall  anxioufly  wait  his 
Majefty's  commands  by  Major  Balfour. 

I  have  reafon  to  cxpe£b,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  in  Pcnnfylvania, 
there  will  be  found  a  confiderable  part  of  the  inhabitants  who 
may  be  embodied  as  militia,  and  fome  as  provincial  troops, 
for  the  interior  defence  of  the  province,  which  muft  be  a  great 
aid  in  the  further  progrefs  of  the  war. 

My  expeftations  of  a  move  in  the  winter  againft  the  enemy 
in  Jerfey,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Rhode  Ifland, 
as  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  have  been  fruftrated  by  a  deep 
fell  of  fnow,  which  rendered  the  country  impaflable,  and  fincc 
the  breaking  up  of  winter,  the  depth  of  roads  forced  me  to  re- 
linquilh  the  idea. 

Reftridled  as  I  am  from  fentering  upon  more  extenfive  ope- 
rations by  the  want  offerees,  my  hopes  of  terminating  the  war 
this  year  are  vanifhed  ;  Hill  I  think  it  probable,  that  by  the 
latter  end  of  the  campaign,  we  ihall  be  in  pofleflion  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  York,  the  Jerfies,  and  Pennfylvania,  though 
this,  in  fome  meafure,  mull  depend  upon  the  fucceffes  of  the 
northern  army ;  for,  notwithftanding  it  is  my  opinion  the  re- 
bels will  not  be  able  to  raife  their  army  voted  laft  autumn, 
yet  they  will  have  a  numerous  militia  in  the  field,  in  addition 
to  their  (landing  force,  with  a  tolerable  train  of  artillery. 

However,  as  thefe  operations  have,  from  fuccefs,  become 
more  various  and  extenfive,  and  of  courfe  require,  in  the  execu- 
tion, a  confiderable  affiftance  of  feamen,  which  the  Admiral 
cannot  affure  me  he  fhall  be  able  to  furnifh,  without  an  addi- 
tional number  of  fliips  of  force,  I  anxioufly  hope,  frodi  your 
Lordihip*s  aflurances,  we  ihail  not  be  difappointcd  m  our  ex- 
pedationsof  an  aid  fo  eifeniial,  and  that  they  are  now  upon  their 
way  to  join  us.  I  fear  the  eneihy  means  to  keep  back  the  Britiih 
and  Hellian  prifoners  in  their  pofleflion,  contrary  to  agreement. 

Your  Lordihip  will  receive*! nclofed  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  which  goes  in  a  few  days  by  a  frigate  con- 
voying Sir  John  Johnfton,  l^ieutenant-colohel  M'Lean,  and 
feveral  officers,  both  Britifli  and  Canadian,  lately  returned 
from  their  captivity,  together  with  a  few  recruits  for  the  feveral 
corp^'  in  Canada ;  and  I  fend  this  letter,  that  I  may  have  the 
honour  of  his  Majefly's  commands  upon  it  in  time,  if  the  con- 
tents  Ihould  not  meet  with  the  royal  approbation. 

Of, 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  frovi  General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Gen^rfil 
Sir  Guy  Carlcton,  dated  ^cvf  York,  5th  April  1777. 
[/«  Sir  William  HoweV  of  2d  April  1777.]       ''■ 

SIR, 

HAVING  but  liitlc  expeSation  that  I  fball  be  able,  from 
the  v.ant  of  fufficierit  ftrength  in  .this  army,  to  dptach  a  corps 
in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  to  adl  up  Hudfon's  Rii-er, 
confiilent  with  the  operations  already  determined  upon,  the 
force  your  Excellency  may  deem  expedient  to  advance  beyond 
yonr  frontiers  after  taking  Ticonderoga,  will,  I  fear,  have 
little  affiffance  from  hence  to  facilitate  their  approach  :  and 
as  I  (hall  pnjbably  be  in  Penfylvania  when  that  corps  is  ready 
to  advance  inio  this  province,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
communicate  with  the  officer  commanding  it  fo  loon  as  I 
could  wi(h  ^  he  muft  therefore  piirfue  fuch  meafures  as  may 
from  circumftances  be  judged  moft  conducive  to  the  advance- 
ment  of  his  Majelty's  fervice,  confiftently  with  your  Excel- 
lency's orders  for  his  condu6l. 

The  pofTcflion  of  Ticonderoga  will  naturally  be  the  firft 
objedl  ;  and,  without  prefimiing  to  point  out  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  advantages  that  muft  arife  by  fecuring  Albany  and 
the  adjacent  country,  I  conclude  they  will  engage  the  next 
attention  ;  but  omitting  others,  give  me  leave  to  Tugged  that 
this  fittiation  will  open  a  free  intercourfc  with  the  Indians, 
without  which  we  arc  to  expeft  little  alfiftance  from  them  on 
this  fide. 

The  further  progrefs  of  this  corps,  depending  fo  much 
ii^n  the  enemy's  movements,  cannot  be  forefeen  at  this  dif- 
tance  of  time,  dill  I  flatter  myfelf,  and  have  rcaf6n  to  cx- 
pecl,  the  friends  of  government  in  that  part  of  the  country 
will  be  found  fo  numerous,  and  fo  ready  to  give  every  aid  and 
sflidahcc  in  their  power,  that  it  will  prove  no  difficult  taflc  to 
reduce  the  more  rebellious  parts  of  the  province.  In  the  mean 
while  I  <hal!  endeavour  to  have  a  corps  upon  the  lower  part  of 
Hudfon's  kiver  fuflRcient  to  open  the  communication  for  fliip- 
pii^  through  the  Highlands,  at  prefent  obftruded  by  fcveral 
forts. creftcd  by  the  rebels  for  that  purpofe,  which  corps  may 
afterwards  ad  in  favour  of  the  northern  army. 

Major  EduTcftone  of  48th  regiment,  havitig  been  long  de- 
tained a  prifoner  at  Albany,  and  having  procured  leave  to 
come  here  to  ncgociate  his  exchange,  I  have  fent  bim  back 
with  dirc£lions  to  inform  Mr.  Schuyler,  that  if  Jie.  permits 

C  c  3  bi^ 
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him  to  go  to  Canada,  I  iball  releafe  a  Major  in  exchange. 
He  has  information  of  toojdelicate  a  nature  to  commit  to  pa- 
per, and  of  the  utmoft  importance  in  favour  of  the  northern 
army  advancing  to  Albany,  which  I  truft  he  will  find  fome 
means  of  communicating,  even  though  he  (hould  not  obtain 
leave  to  go  to  Canada  in  perfon. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  may  be  pleafed  to  favour  me  with 
the  earlieft  Intelligence  of  your  movements,  and  flatter  my- 
felf  fome  method  will  be  found  of  conveying  it  immediately 
to  New  York. 

With  my  moft  earned  wifhes  for  your  health  and  fuccefs, 
I  am,  &c.  Wm.Howe. 


Dijirilutiou  of  His  Majejly*s  troops  ^  Britifh  and  Foreign,yir  the 

Campaign  1777. 

[/«  Sir  Wm.  Howe'i  ffecretj  of  74  April, J 

Penfylvania   ------  11,000 

Town  of  York  and  Ifland  -    -    3,200 
Paulus  Hook  -----    ^      300 

Staten  Ifland       -    -    -    -.  -     1,200 

Rhode  Ifland      -,.---    2,400 

18,100 

U.  JL  Prlfoners  with  the  rebels,  fick  artillery  and  cavalry 
not  included. 

Alfo  a  corps  of  Provincials,  confiding  of  3000  eflTeftiveSf 
under  the  command  of  his  Ej^ceUenqy  Governor  Tryon^ 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 

Germain,  dated  New  York,  the  4ih  ^  April  X777. 

iReceivedSthM^y.}, 

BY  the  arrival  of  Captain  Mulcafter  a  few  days  paft  from 
Penfacola,  I  did  not  find  any  material  change  in  the  fUte  of 
the  Indian  affairs  in  that  Province  fince  my  lad  difpatches  on 
this  fubjed.  It  feems  they  are  ready  to  aflid  in  repeiliog  any 
invafion,  or  even  to  march  into  the  enemy*ti  country  when 
odled  upon.  The  fuperintendant's  lad  letter,  and  the  inclo- 
fures,  vnll  furniib  your  I^ordfliip  with  the  lateftinteiligenco  I 
h»vc  rpceivedf 

Captaip 
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Captain  Miilcafter  being  a  very  intelligent  officer,  I  wrote 
fome  time  pad  to  inv  ite  him  to  this  army,  not  only  toconlijt 
with  him  relative  to  the  affairs  ol  the  Province  of  rlorlda,~bBt 
to  have  his  afliftance  here.  '    - 

He  is  confident  in  the  utility  of  a  General  Officer  bclrfe 
fcnt  to  Pcnfacola,  and  from  the  reafons  he  gives,  I  prbj^ofc 
fending  one  from  hence  by  the  earlieft  opportunity,  and  to 
appoint  Colonel  Prevoll  Brigadier  General,  in  confequence  of 
your  Lonilhip's  letter  of  the  14th  of  January. 

Captain  Mulcaftcr  having  informed  me  that  the  Rebels 
have  armed  cruizers  between  Jamaica  and  Penfacola,  puir- 
pol'ely  to  intercept  the  fupplics  lent  from  Europe  to  that  gar- 
rifon,  I  have  vi^rote  to  the  Admiral  commanding  upon  that 
flat  ion,  to  requed  iiis  attention  to  the  fafe  condud  of  thofe 
(hips,  as  the  lofs  of  even  one  of  them  might  be  attended  witk 
innnite  bad  confequences. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germaine,  dated  at  New  York,  the  24th  of  A^xW* 

[^Received  Jinie  6,] 

THOUGH  no  material  occurrence  has  pafled  fince  the 
departure  of  the  Le  Defpencer  Packet  on  the  nth  inftant; 
yet,  being  defirous  your  LordQiip  fliould  early  receive  the  du- 
plicates of  my  lad  difpatches,  in  cafe  of  an  accident  happen* 
ingto  the  originals,  I  fend  them  by  the  Mercury  Packet,  with 
orders  to  flop  at  Rhode-Ifland  for  Lord  Percy,  which  will 
caufc  very  little  delay  to  her  paflTage. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  ever  watqhfuT  to  take  advantage  of  the 
enemy's  fituation,  furprifed  and  defeated^  on  the  I3tn  itlft".  at 
break  of  day,  a  corps  of  the  Rebels  at  Bound  Brook,  killed 
30,  and  took  between  80  and  go  prifoners,  including  officers, 
with  three  brafs  field  pieces.  The  General  Officer  command- 
ing there  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  ef  the  nsimber.  The 
lols  on  our  part  was  only  three  yagers,  and  four  foldiers  of 
,thc  light  infantry  flighted  wounded. 

A  detached  corps  of  troops,  confiding  of  1800  rarik  and 
file,  having  embarked  in  tranfports,  proceeded  from  hence 
yeflerday,  with  iix  field  pieces,  under  the  command  of  Go- 
vernor Tryon,  who  has  accepted  of  the  rank  of  MajoTi-Ge-' 
neral  of  Provincials.  The  defign  is  to  deftroy  a  large tnaga- 
zine  of  provifions  and  military  (lores  formed  by  the  eoelfiy  at 
Panbury^  in  Connedicut. .  Brigadieri-Geoeral  Agncw  and 
Pc  4  .        '      --Sir 
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Sir  William  Erfkine  are  upon  this  fcrvice,  the  naval  part  of 
^vhich  is  under  the  conduct  of  Captain  Duncan,  commander 
of  his  Majeity's  (hip  Eagle.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  debarka- 
tion fhould  be  made  at  or  near  Norwalk,  which  is  20  miles 
to  the  Southward  of  Danbury  ;  and  I  hope  lo  have  the  ho- 
nour of  reporting  to  your  horddi'ip  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedi- 
tion in  my  next  difpatch. 

Ccpy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine,  to  General  Sir 

William  Howe, //tf/<?i^  Whitehall, /Af3//c^ March  1777. 

^Received  May  8/J 

SIR, 

PREVIOUS  to  the  arrival  of  your  letter  of  the  2oth  of  De- 
cember 1776,  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  ot  receiving  a  difpatch 
from  Lieutenant  General  Clinton,  dated  Rhode  Ifland,  De- 
cember the  9th,  wherein  he  informed  me  of  his  having  ac- 
quired poffefiion  of  that  place,  without  any  lofs  to  his  Ma- 
jelly's  troops. 

Having  in  my  anfwer  to  your  feparate  letter  of  November 
the  30th  1776,  acknowledged  the  importance  of  the  obje£t, 
and  mod  heartily  approved  of  your  fending  an  expedition  thi- 
ther^ you  will  conclude  I  was  extremely  happy  to  hear  that 
an  undertaking  fo  agreeable  to  my  wilhes  had  met  with  fuc- 
cefs anfwerable  to  my  cxpcdlations. 

i  read  with  much  pleafure  your  commendations  of  Lord 
Cornwallis's  fervices  during  the  campaign.  And  I  am  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  King  very  much  applauds  the  ability  and 
condud  which  his  Lordftiip  difplayed  in  the  clofe  purfuit  of 
the  enemy  from  Fort  Lee  to  Trentown,  and  has  alfo  con- 
defcended  to  exprefs  his  royal  approbation  of  the  exemplary 
ardour  which  was  manifefted  on  the  march  by  the  corps  under 
his  Lordfhip's  command. 

It  will  give  his  Lordfhip  additional  fatisfadion,  when  he 
refieds  that  he  has,  by  his  bravery  and  the  rapidity  of  his  mo- 
tions, not  only  fecured  a  great  quantity  of  provinons  and  fo^ 
rage  for  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty 's  troops,  but  has  been  the  happy 
inftrument  of  faving  fo  large  a  traft  of  Country  from  the  dc- 
ilruftion  that  threatened  it. 

The  behaviour  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harcourt,  in  taking 
General  Lee,  has  done  him  infinhe  honour;  and  could  not  ' 
(as  yow  juftly  obferVe)  efcape  his  Majefty's  attention.    I  have 
it  confe^uently  in  exprefs  command  to  fignifyi  through  you» 
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his  royal  approbation,  as  well  of  the  rcadittefe  with  which 
the  Colonel  undertoi.k  the  command  of  the  detachment,  as  of 
the  addrefs  and  gallantry  which  he  manifclted  on  that  critical 
occafion. 

Every" officer  who  diftinmiifhes  himfelf,  and  is  the  means  of 
advancing  the  glory  ot"  his  Majefty's  arms,  may  be  certain  that 
his  fervices  will  not  pafs  unnoticed  by  his  gracious  m^fter. 
The  King  has  accordingly  approved,  in  the  higheft  terms,  of 
the  conduct  of  Sir  William  Erflcine,  and  Major  Maitland, 
whom  you  rcprefent  as  having  greatly  contributed  to  the  fuc- 
cefles  ot  the  campaign. 

I  am,  &c.  Gko.  Germaine. 

P.  S.  I  fend  you  herewith  inclofed  copy  of  the  late  conven- 
tion with  the  Landgrave  of  Hcife  CalVel,  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Margrave  of  Brandcburgh  Anfpach,  and  of  the  ulterior  con- 
vention with  Hanau.  '    . 


Copy  d^  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  (o  General  Sir 

William  Howe,  ^/a//// Whitehall,  i^dofM^izh  1777. 

\yReceivcd May  8.  J 

SIR, 

YOUR  letters  of  the  29th  of  December,  and  5th  of  January 
laft,  have  been  laid  before  the  King  \  and  as  they  bear  a  refer- 
ence to  each  other,  I  (hall  anfwer  them  together. 

The  difagreeable  occurrence  at  Trenton  is,  I  muft  own,  ex- 
tremely mortifying;  and  it  gives  me  real  concern  that  your 
fuccefles  fhould  fufFer  an  interruption,  or  have  their  brilliancy 
in  the  leall  tarniibed  at  the  clofe  of  your  campaign,  efpecially 
^s  I  fear  with  you,  that  even  this  affair  may  elate  the  enemy, 
and  encourage  them,  notwithftanding  the  pardon  held  oi/t  to 
them,  to  perfevere  in  their  rebellion. 

I  will  make  po  other  obfervation  on  this  unfortunate  event, 
than  merely  to  expfefs  my  hope  that  the  other  detached  corps 
of  your  army  will  be  impreffed  with  a  convidion  of  the  ftrong 
neceffityof  regulating  their  ardour  by  difcreiion,  and  never 
think  fo  meanly  of  their  enemies  as  to  permit  thenifelvcs  to 
be  off  their  guard  ;  though  the  military  conduft  of  the  rebels 
has  been  fuch  as  muft  infallibly  make  them  appear  contempti- 
ble in  the  eyes  of  a  foldier.  They  ought,  however,  by  no 
means  to  be  held  too  cheap  ;  for  as  the  fame  effeds  are  often 
produced  by  difTimilar  caufes,  that  very  pufillanimity  which 
prevents  them  from  facing  you  in  the  open  field,  may  occa- 
iionally  operate  like  courage  itfelf,and  inftigate  them  to  feek 
opportunities  of  attacking  by  furprize. 

His- 
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His  Majefty  has  been  plea(ed  to  take  very  particular  nocice 
of  the  bravery  and  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mawhood, 
and  approves  the  behaviour  of  the  regiments  under  his  com- 
mand, efpecially  the  17th,  fo  highly  commended  by  Lord 
Corn  wail  IS- 

The  treatment  which  Captain  Phillips  met  with  from  the 
rebels,  is  truly  (hocking,  and  ju(t  ice  demands  (bme  exemplary 
puniibmentupon  men  who  can  fo  (bamefuUy  difobcy  the  die* 
fates  of  humanity. 

And  here  I  muft  observe,  that  if  that  imprudent  people,  in 
contempt  of  the  gracious  offers  contained  in  the  late  procla- 
mation, (hail  pertid  in  overt  ^&s  of  rebellion,,  they  will  fo  far 
aggravate  their  guilt  as  to  become  altogether  unworthy  of  any 
further  in(lances  of  his  Majefty'scompadion ;  and  as  they  who 
infolently  refufe  to  accept  the  mercy  of  their  Sovereign,  can- 
not ,^^  in  the  eye  of  impartial  reafon,  have  the  leaft  room  to  ex^ 
pe^  clemency  at  the  hand  of  his  fubje£ls,  I  fear  that  you 
and  Lord  Howe  will  find  it  necelTary  to  adopt  fuch  modes  of 
carrying  on  the  v^ar,  that  the  rebels  nuiy  be  eifeduafly  dif- 
uedkd^  fo  that  through  a  lively  experience  of  lolTes  and  fufFer- 
ings,  they  may  be  brought  as  foon  as  poilible  to  a  proper  fenfe 
of  their  duty,  and  in  the  mean  time  may  be  intimidated  from 
oppreflTmg  and  injuring  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjefts. 

I  am,  &c.         Geo.  Germaine. 


Cefy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  General  Sir 
William  Howe,  </flr/^^/ Whitehall,  3df^March  1777. 
\Received  May  8. J 

IN  my  drfpatch  of  the  14th  of  January,  tranfmitted  to  yon 
by  the  packet,  you  were  informed  that  his  Majefty  thought 
piroper  to  defer  fending  you  his  fentiments  on  your  plan  for 
the  next  campaign,  until  he  was  enabled  to  take  the  wli^Is 
into  bis  royal  confideration. 

I  im  now  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that.the  King  en- 
tirely approves  of  your  propofed  deviation  from  the  pjan 
which  you  formerly  fuggefted,  being  of  opinion  that  the  rea- 
fons  wnich  have  induced  you  to  recommend  this  change  in 
your' operations  are  folid  and  decifive. 

But  I  muft  inform  you,  that  his  Majefty  is  alfo  of  opinion, 
that  a  warm  diverfion  upon  the  coafts  of  the  MafTachuIet's 
Bay,  and  New  Hampfhire,  would  not  only  impede  the  levies 
for  the  continental  army,  but  tend  much  to  the  fecurity  of  otir 
tjEade;  and  indeed  it  fcarcely  admits  a  doubt  but  that  thefe 

benefits 
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benefits  muft  inevitably  refult  from  fuch  an  arrangement ;  for 
as  on  one  hand  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  expefled  that  thofe  pro- 
vinces will  part  with  men,  when  their  prefencc  muft  be 
wanted  for  the  internal  defence  of  their  own  refpe6Jive  dif- 
triSs;  fo  on  the  other  a  fahitary  check  will  unavoidably  be 
put  to  the  fucceflfes  of  the  rebel  privateers,  when  we  havede- 
ftroycd  or  taken  pofleflion  of  their  ports. 

It  is  therefore  the  King's  pleafure  that  Lord  Ho'^re  and  you 
take  this  matter  into  your  ferious  confideration,  fo  far  as  your 
intended  plan  will  admit. 

You  may  perhaps  not  think  it  wrong  to  employ  on  this  fcr- 
vice  fomc  of  the  Provincial  troops,  in  conjundioo  with  others, 
together  with  a  proper  number  of  (hips. 

Here  I  cannot  help  expreiling  the  very  great  concern  I  feel 
for  the  lofs  you  have  had  in  the  Hcflians,  and  for  the  difap* 
pointment  you  will  have  in  the  3000  Germans  mentioned  m 
my  letter  of  the  14th  of  January;  for  I  begin  to  fear  it  will 
not  be  poflible  to  fend  you  more  new  forces  than  about  820 
Heflian  chafleurs,  ditto  Hanau  about  400 ;  two  regiments  of 
^nfpach  infantry,  confiliing  of  about  1280,  and  four  compa- 
nies of  Highlanders,  amounting  to  about  400. 

As  the  Earl  of  SufFolk  has  been  very  earned  in  his  applica- 
tion to  the  court  of  Hefle,  refpefting  the  recruits  for  the  regi- 
ments of  that  country,  and  has  repeatedly  requeued  that  they 
may  be  made  as  complete  as  pofTiblc,  I  flatter  mvfelf  they  will 
be  duly  fill niihed  in  proper  time,  and  that  they  (together  with 
the  others)  will  be  ready  to  fail  for  New  York  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  will  permit. 

You  will  have  received  direftions  through  the  Secretary  at 
War,  relative  to  the  7th  and  26th  regiments.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, omit  this  opportunity  of  cx|ire(Iing  my  earneff  wiflies, 
that  you  may  have  paid  them  the  compliment  which  they  fo 
juftly  deferve,  and  have  determined  to  keep  them  as  entire 
corps,  efpecially  as  their  firmnefs  and  attachment  to  their 
country  have  been  particularly  taken  notice  of  by  his  Majefty, 
and  which  you  will  be  pleafed  to  let  them  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  knowing. 

The  behaviour  of  Courtland  Skinner,  Efq.  is  very  merito- 
rious. The  inltances  which  he  has  already  given  of  his  at- 
tachment to  government,  make  me  to  conchjde  that  he  will 
readily  continue  his  good  fervices  ;  and  truft,  that  whenever 
tranquillity  (hall  bereftoredhe  will  be  honoured  with  an  early 
niark  of  the  royal  approbation  and  favour. 

I  am^  &c.         G£e.  Germains. 

P-  S. 
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P.  S.  When  I  was  clofing  txiy  <lirpatchesy  Major  Dundas, 
mho  arrived  in  the  New-\ork  Packet,  brought  me  your  let- 
ter of  the  i7ih  of  January.  I  am  happy  to  find  by  your  cor- 
refpondcnoe  with  Mr.  Stuart,  and  the  fouthern  governors, 
that  your  ideas  of  operations  in  that  quarter  correfp<Mid  fo  en- 
tirely with  mine,  as  you  will  have  perceived  by  the  copies  of 
my  letters  to  Mr.  Stuart,  which  were  fent  you  by  a  former 
conveyance,  and  that  which  I  now  enclofe. 


C*/y  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Sir  William 
Kowe,  dated  Whitehall,  ^th  <?/*  March  1777. 
[Received  May  8.] 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  not  failed  to  recommend  to  the  King  thcmeafure 
which  you  propofc  in  your  private  letter  to  me,  of  eaiploying 
fome  of  the  Hellian  officers  as  brigadiers,  and  have  thelatisfac- 
tion  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majelty  approves  of  your  em- 
ploying fuch  of  thofe  ofHcers,  as  brigadiers,  as  you  (hall  think 
JWcelTary  for  the  fervice. 

The  incMeJ  lift  of  prifoners  taken  by  the  rebels  in  Vir- 
ginia, has  been  liciivercd  to  me  by  the  Earl  o:  Dunmore,  and 
his  Lordihip  rcprcfents  their  fituaiion  to  i  e  very  diftrelling  ; 
fome  of  rh?m  co.^tined  in  gaols,  and  loaded  with  irons:  as 
ihey  al!  iiave  ctMTiniiilions  from  his  Lordthip,  and  have  feri'ed 
under  his  coinaiand,  I  cannot  fuppofe  any  dix5cuUy  will  occur 
ill  excha Filling  them  for  rebel  oiScers  of  the  like  rank  \  and  it 
is  much  withed  that  ycu  may  be  able  to  obtain  their  releafe  the 
firit  opportunity  that  offers  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners. 
Thcri:  are  two  others  whofs  releafe  his  Lordihip  is  very 
anxious  fcr,  Col.  Allan  Mac  Donald  and  his  fon,  taken  pri- 
foners in  the  im fortunate  affairs  of  tlie  Crofs  Creeks  in  North 
Carolina,  and  now  coniined  at  Reading  in  Pennfylvania ; 
ineir  meri;  ur.dor.b:edJy  entitles  them  to  a  preference  to  moft 
olfwrs,  and  I  hope  you  will  fjon  be  able  to  eSed  tl^pir  ex- 
change. I  mull  add  to  the  lilt  of  meritorious  prifonerSf  Mr. 
Sprowie,  fon  of  the  late  Mr.  Sprowie,  of  Gofport,  in  Vir- 
ginia :  the  family  have  been  very  great  fniFerers  for  their  lojr- 
ahy>  and  has  had  their  verj*  large  property  entirely  deftroyed 
by  the  rebels  on  that  account.  It  is  not  certainly  known 
where  the  young  man  is  confined,  but  it  will  give  mc  great 
pleafure  when  you  difcover  him,  and  obtain  his  releafe,  ify^wi 
can  employ  him  in  any  fituation  he  is  fit  for  that  will  aSaid 
bim  the  means  of  a  comfortable  fupport. 

I  am^  &c.         Geo.  Gjsrii aink. 
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Cof^  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  5/r  William 

Howe,  ^^2//^/ Whitehall,  ijth  March  1777. 

[Received  May  ith.j 

SIR. 
I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  King  the  in- 
clofcd  memorial  of  Governor  Legge,  refpe^ling  the  Nova- 
Scotia  regiment  of  volunteers;  and,  as  the  entire  difpofal  of 
that  corps  is  committed  to  you,  his  Majefty  commands  mc  to 
fend  you  the  memorial,  that  if,  upon  inquiry,  you  (hall  find 
the  officers  or  men  fufFcr  any  hardfliips  from  which  they  ought 
to  be  relieved,  you  will  give  the  neceffary  orders  for  that  pur- 
polc. 

I  am,  &c.         Geo.  Germaine. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  iJ/V  William  Howe  to  Lord  Gtorgt 

Germaine,  dated  Hew -York,  22rf  May  1777. 

[Received  2djh  June. J 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  difpatches,  by  Major  Balfour  in  tlie 
Auguda,  arrived  on  the  8th  iniiant  ;  but  as  the  prefent  con- 
veyance is  by  a  private  merchant  (hip,  I  (hall  defer  anfwering 
them  particularly  until  the  failing  of  the  packet,  which  wiU 
be  in  a  (bort  time. 

In  my  letter  of  the  24th  April  (No.  51),  I  mentioned  am 
embarkation  of  troops,  detached  under  the  comir.and  of  Ma- 
jor-General  Tr yon,  for  the  deitrudion  of  one  of  the  enemy's 
niagazinesofprovifions  and  (lores,  collcfted  at  Danbury,  in 
Conncfticut.  I  have  now  the  honour  of  reporting  to  your 
Lordfhip  the  fuccefs  of  that  expedition,  and  to  inclofe  a  re- 
turn of  the  Itores  deltroyed. 

The  troops  landed  without  oppofition  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  25th  April,  about  four  miles  to  the  eallwardof  Norwalk, 
and  twenty  from  Danbury. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  26ih  the  detachment  reached  Dan- 
bury, meeting  only  fmall  parties  of  the  enemy  on  the  march  ; 
but  General  Tryon  having  intelligence  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  country  was  collecEling  to  talce  every  advantage  of  the 
ftrong  ground  he  was  to  pa(s  on  his  return  to  the  (hipping, 
and  finding  it  impofliible  to  procure  carriages  to  bring  oft  any 
part  of  the  (lores,  they  were  efFedlually  deftroyed  ;  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which  the  village  was  unavoidably  burnt. 

On 
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On  the  27th  in  the  morning  the  troops  quitted  Danbury^ 
and  met  with  little  oppofition  until  they  came  near  to  Ridge- 
field,  which  was  occupied  by  General  Arnold,  who  had 
thrown  up  entrenchments  to  difpute  the  palTage,  while  Ge- 
neral Woofter  hung  upon  the  rear  with  a  feparate  corps. 
The  village  was  forced,  and  the  enemy  drove  back  on  all 
fides. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  ni^ht  at  Ridgefield,  and  renewed 
his  march  on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  The  enemy  having 
been  reinforced  with  troops  and  cannon,  difputed  every  ad- 
vantageous fituation,  keeping  at  the  fame  time  fmaller  parties 
to  harrafs  the  rear,  until  the  General  had  formed  his  detach- 
ment upon  a  height  within  cannon- (hot  of  the  (hipping,  when 
the  enenriy  advancing  feemingly  with  an  intention  to  attack 
bim,  he  ordered  the  troops  to  charge  with  their  bayonets, 
which  was  executed  with  fuch  impetuofity  that  the  rebels 
were  totally  put  to  flight,  and  the  detachment  embarked  with- 
out further  moleftation. 

The  inclofed  return  fets  forth  the  lofs  Yiiftained  by  the 
King's  troops,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  from  the  beft  informa* 
tion  ;  but  I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  our 
wounded  officers  are  in  the  faireft  way  of  recovery. 

The  enemy's  army  in  Terfey  has  been  encamped  fome  days 
near  to  Bound  Brook.  Lord  Cornwallis  is  alfo  encamped  at 
Bronfwick,  on  each  fide  of  the  Rariton,  and  upon  the  com- 
munication between  that  place  and  Amboy  ;  Major-Greneral 
Vaughan's  corps  being  encamped  at  the  latter  place,  making 
ufe  of  the  tents  of  laft  year,  the  camp  equipage  of  the  prefent 
cot  being  yet  arrived.  His  Lordfhip  has  alfo  thrown  a  bridge 
over  the  Rariton  at  the  town  of  Brunfwick. 

By  various  accounts  received  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Albany,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  fome  advanced  parties  from 
the  northern  army  have  appeared  at  Crown  Point,  and  that  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  will  be  upon  the  lake  early  in  June. 

The  inclofed  is  a  lift  of  the  French  fubjeas  taken  at  fea, 
fuppofed  to  the  coming  to  this  country  to  ferve  with  the  rebels, 
and  who,  upon  my  application,  are  fcnt  home  by  the  Admiral 
in  the  Succcfs. 

I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


Q^ 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  ^\\\\^m  Howe  Jo  Lord 
George  Germainei  dated  at  New-York,  the  3^/  of  June 

^777- 

[JUfceived  July  lo/A.] 

YOUR  Lordfliip's  Numbers  3,  4,  and  5,  of  the  3d  of 
Marcbf  and  No.  6,  of  the  5th  following,  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  by  Major  Balfour,  on  the  arrival  of  his  Majefty's  ftip 
Augufta,  the  8th  of  May ;  the  duplicates  of  which  have  ar- 
rived by  the  Sandwich  packet.  The  earlieft  opportunity  was 
taken  of  fignifying  his  Majefty's  mod  gracious  appn^bation  of 
the  behaviour  of  the  officers  whofe  names  are  particularized 
by  your  Lordfliip. 

The  arrival  of  the  camp  equipage  on  the  24th  of  May^ 
both  for  the  arm^  and  provincials,  has  relieved  me  from 
much  anxiety,  bemg  articles  greatly  wanted  for  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  which  will  now  immediately  take  place  iti 
Jerfey,  where  the  enemy's  principal  ftrength  ftill  remains ; 
and  I  fliall  proceed,  as  occurrences  may  arife,  according  to 
the  plan  made  known  to  your  Lordfliip  in  my  former  dif- 
patcnes. 

The  remount  horfes,  for  the  16th  and  17th  dragoons,  are 
arrived  in  good  order,  with  the  lofs  of  ten  horfes  on  the  paf- 
fage.  The  officers  of  the  guards,  and  Brit ifli  recruits,  alfo 
arrived  on  the  ;t4th  of  May  ;  the  Anfpach  troops,  432  German 
recruits,  and  51  German  chalTeurs,  on  the  3d  inilant,  con- 
voyed by  the  Somerfet.  Thefe  troops  appear  to  be  in  very 
f^ood  heahh,  and  have  difembarked  upon  Staten  Ifland,  to  re- 
reih  for  a  (hort  time. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  your  Lordihip  of  the  arrival 
of  Major-General  Gray  in  the  Somerfet. 

Major  Dixon,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  who  has  his  Ma- 
jefty's leave  to  return  to  Britain,  will  have  the  honour  of  deli- 
vering my  difpatches  to  your  Lordfliip)  by  the  Halifax  packet ; 
and  I  prefume  upon  the  acknowledged  abilities  of  this  gentle- 
man, and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  to  juftify  me  in  referring  your  Lordlhip  to  him,  for 
the  moft  particular,  as  well  as  general  information. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  LordGeoxgt  Ger- 
'  maine,  dated  New  York,  Sth  June  1777. 

[^Received  loth  July.] 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy 
of  your  Lordftip's  letter,  of  the  7th  of  February  laft,  to  John 
Stu?.rt,  Efq.  of  which  I  have  forwarded  a  copy,  left  the  ori- 
ginal ibould  mifcarry.  The  niode  eftablilhed  for  defraying 
the  expences  of  his  departure,  muft  certainly  give  him  every 
fatisfadion  ;  and  your  Lordfhip's  obfervations  on  the  moii  - 
eflential  fervices  to  be  drawn  from  Indian  allies,  and- the  nrian- 
ner  in  which  they  (hould  be  conduced,  evince  your  Lord- 
ihip's  great  judgement  and  attention  to  the  moll  minute  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  America. 

The  ihclofed  letters  and  extrafts  from  St.  Augufline,  with 
my  anfwers,  and  laft  letter  to  John  Stewart,  Efq.  accompa- 
nied by  what  is  called  a  Talk  to  the  fouthern  Indians,  will 
give  your  Lordfhip  every  information.  I  have  to  communi- 
cate, relative  to  Eaft  and  Weft  'Florida,  the  great  reafon  I 
have  to  be  well  aiTured  of  the  good  inclinations  of  thofe  In- 
diana ;  and  the  prudent  conduS  of  the  fuperintendant  makes 
me  conclude,  that  the  Floridas  will  be  protected  ;  and  though 
I  can  conceive  the  borders  of  the  cfaftern  province,  may  be  a 
little  haralTed,  I  cannot  but  fuppofe  the  colony  in  general  is 
in  fafety. 

The  reafon  of  my  drawing  the  part  of  the  14th  regiment 
from  St.  Auguftine  is,  that  they  may  be  draughted  ;  and  th^ 
fame  ftep  is  taken  with  regard  to  the  companies  at  Halifax  ; 
thofe  who  were  here  being.already  fent  to  i3ritain. 

I  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 


lExtra^  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  ^//?//^  Whitehall,  26th  MSrch  1777. 

[^Received  June  5/A.] 

SIR, 

MY  letter  of  the  22d  of  Auguft  1776  was  entrufted  to 
the  care  of  Captain  Le  Maitre,  one  of  your  Aid  de  Camps. 
After  having  been  three  times  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
he  had  the  mortification  to  find  it  impoilibk  to  make  his 

paffage 
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•pafTape  to  Qjicbcc,  and  therefore  returned  to  England  with 
my  difpatch  ;  which,  though  it  was  prevented  by  that  acci- 
dent from,  reaching  your  hands  in  due  time,  I  ncvcrthelefs 
think  proper  10  tranfmit  it  to  you  by  this  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity. 

You  will  be  informed,  by  the  contents  thereof,  that  as 
foon  as  you  fliould  have  driven  the  rebel  forces  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  Canada,  it  was  his  Majedy's  pleafure  that  you  (hould 
return  to  Qiiebec,  and  take  with  you  fuch  part  of  your  army, 
as,  in  your  judgment  and  diibretion,  appeared  futlicient  for 
the  defence  of  the  prmince  :  that  you  (hould  detach  Lieute- 
nanr-Gencral  Burgoyne,  or  fuch  other  officers  as  you  (hould 
think  moll  proper,  with  the  remainder  oi'  the  troops,  and 
direft  the  officer  fo  detached  to  proceed  with  all  polfible  ex- 
pedition to  join  General  Howe,  and  to  put  himfelf  under  his 
command. 

With  a  view  of  quelling  the  rebellion  'as  foon  as  poffible, 
it  is  become  highly  ncceiTarv  that  the  moft  fpecdy  jundion  of 
the  tv\'o  armies  (lioulJ  be  eiteded  ;  and  therefore,  as  the  fecu- 
rily  and  good  government  of  Canada  abfolutely  require  your 
prefence  there,  it  is  the  King's  determination  to  leave  about 
3000  men  under  your  command  for  the  defence  and  duties 
of  that  province,  and  to  employ  the  remainder  of  your  army 
upon  two  expeditions — the  one  under  the  command  of  Lieu* 
tenant-General  Burgoyne,  who  is  to  force  his  way  to  Al- 
bany J  and  the  other  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  who  ii  to  make  adiverfion  on  the  Mohawk 
river. 

As  this  plan  cannot  be  advantagoeufly  executed  without 
the  aflfidauce  of  Canadians  and  Imiians,  his  Majelly  {trongly 
recommends  it  to  youi  care  to  furniili  both  expeditious  with 

food  and  fufficient  bodies  of  thofc  men  ;  and  I  am  iiappy  ia 
nowing  that  your  influence  amonglt  them  is  fo  great,  that 
tijere  can  be  no  room  to  appreliend  you  will  tind  it  difficult  to 
fulfil  his  Majefty's  expeftuiiuns. 

In  order  that  no  time  may  be  loft  in  entering  upon  thefe 
important  undertakings,  General  Burgoyne  has  received  or- 
ders to  fail  forthwiih  tor  Q^iebcc  ;  and  that  the  intended 
operations  may  be  maturely  conddered,  and  afterwards  car- 
ried on  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  moft  likely  to  be  followed  with 
fuccefs,  he  is  dircdleu  to  confult  with  you  upon  the  fubjedt, 
and  to  form  and  adjuft  the  plan,  as  you  both  Ihall  think  mOft 
conducive  10  liib  Majcfty's  lervice. 
Vol.  X,  Dd  lam 
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I  am  alfo  to  acquaint  you,  that,  as  foon  as  yoU  fhall  have 
fully  regulated  every  thing  relative  tothefe  expeditions,  (and 
the  King  relies  upon  your  zeal  that  you  will  be  as  expedi- 
tious as  tlie  nature  of  the  bufincfs  will  admit),  it  is  his 
Majefty's  pleafure  that  you  do  detain  for  the  Canada 
fervice, 

The  8th  regiment,  deducing  loo  for  the  expedi- 1      , 
tion  to  the  Mohawk  -  J  ^ 

Battalion  companies  of  the  29th  and  31ft  regiments       896 

Battalion  companies  of  the  34th,  deducing  100  fori         g 
expedition  to  the  Mohawk         -  "J 

Eleven  additional  companies  from  Great  Britain 

Detachments  from  the  two  brigades        - 

Detachments  from  the  German  troops 

Royal  Highland  emigrants  .  -  - 

3770 
You  will  naturally  conclude  that  this  allotment  for 
Canada  has  not  been  made  without  properly  weighing  the 
feveral  duties  which  are  likely  to  be  required.  His  Majefty 
has  not  only  confidered  the  feveral  garrilons  and  pofts  which 
probably  it  may  be  neceffary  for  you  to  take,  viz.  Quebec, 
Chaudiere,  the  difafFefted  parifhes  of  Point  Levi,  Montreal* 
and  pofts  between  that  town  and  Ofwegatchie,  Trois  Rivieres, 
St.  John's,  Ifle  aux  Noix,  La  Prairie  Vergere,  and  fome 
other  towns  upon  the  fouth  (hore  of  St.  Lawrence,  oppofite 
the  ifle  of  Montreal,  with  pofts  of  communication  to  St. 
John's  ;  but  he  hath  alfo  reflected,  that  the  feveral  operations 
which  will  be  carrying  on  in  the  different  parts  of  America, 
muft  necelTarily  confine  the  attention  of  the  rebels  to  the 
refpeftive  fcenes  of  aftion,  and  fecure  Canada  from  external 
attacks,  and  that  the  internal  quiet  which  at  prefent  pre- 
vails, is  not  likely  to  be  interrupted,  or,  if  interrupted,  will 
foon  be  rcftored  by  your  influence  over  the  inhabitants :  he 
therefore  trufts  that  3000  men  will  be  quite  fuflScient  to 
anfwer  every  poflible  demand. 

It  is  likewife  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  put  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne, 


The 
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The  grenadiers  and    light  infantry  of  the  army^ 
(except  of  the  8th  regiment)  and  the  24.th  regi-  I  ,-50 
mcnt  as  the  advanced  corps  under  the  command  [   ^ 
of  Brigadier- General  Fraler  -  -     J 

ift  brigade,  battalion  companies  of  the  9th,  2ift,  1 
and  47ih  regiments,  deducting  a  detachment  of  >II94 
50  from  each  corps,  to  remain  in  Canada  J 

ad  brigade,  battalion  companies  of  the  20th,  53d  1 
and  62d  regiments,  deduding  50  from  each  corps  .>  1 194 
to  reiBain  in  Canada  -  -  J 

All  the  German  troops,  except  Hanau  chafleurs,  and  1^^,- 
a  detachment  of  650  -  -  -        J  3     7 

The  artillery,  except  fuch  parts  as  (hall  beneceifary 
for  the  defence  of  Canada  -  -  ■■ 

7173 
Together  with  as  many  Canadians  and  Indians  as  may  be 
thought  nccelfary  for  this  fervice  ;  and  alter  having  furniflied 
him  in  the  fulleft  and  completed  manner  with  artillery, 
flores,  provifions,  and  every  other  article  neceflary  for  his 
expedition,  and  fecurcd  to  him  every  afliftance  which  it  is 
in  your  power  to  afford  and  procure,  you  are  to  give  him 
orders  to  pafs  Lakei  Cliamplain,  and  from  thence,  by  the 
iiioft  vigorous  exertion  of  the  force  under  his  command,  to 
proceed  with  all  expedition  to  Albany,  and  put  himfelf  under 
the  commahdof  Sir  William  Howe 

From  the  King's  knowledge  of  the  great  preparations 
made  by  you  laft  year  to  fecure  the  command  of  the  lakes, 
and  your  attention  to  this  part  of  the  fervice  during  the 
winter,  his  Majefty  is  led  to  expe(S,  that  every  thing  will  be 
ready  for  General  Burgoyne's  paffing  the  lake  by  the 
time  you  and  he  fhall  huve  adjulted  the  plan  ot  the  expe- 
dition. 

It  is  the  King*s>  further  pleafure,  that  you  put  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Leger, 
.Detachment  from  the  8th  regiment  -  loo 

Ditto  from  the  34th  -  .  -         100 

Sir  J.  Johnfon's  regiment  of  New  York         -  133 

Hanau  Chjiircurs  -  -  -     342 

"675 

Together  with  a  fnfficient  number  of  Canadians  and  In- 
dians ;  and  after  having  furnilhed  him  with  proper  artillery, 
ftores,  provifions,  and  every  other  neceflary  article  for  his 
'D  d  2  cxpc- 


404  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1779. 

expedition,  and  fecnreJ  to  him  every  afliftance  in  your 
power  to  afford  and  procure,  you  are  to  give  him  orders  to 
proceed  forthwith  to,  and  down  the  Mohawk  river,  to 
Albany,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  Sir  William 
Howe. 

I  (hall  write  to  Sir  William  Howe  from  hence  by  the  firft 
packet ;  but  you  will  neverthelcfs  endeavour  to  give  him  the 
earlieft  intelligence  .of  this  meafure,  and  alfo  dire£l  Lieute- 
nant-General  Burgoyne  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Leger 
to  negledl  no  opportunity  of  doing  the  fame,  that  they  may 
receive  inftrudions  from  Sir  William  Howe.  You.  will  at 
the  fame  time  inform  them,  that  until  they  Oiall  have  received 
orders  from  Sir  William  Howe,  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure 
that  they  aft  as  exigencies  may  requirp,  and  in  fuch  manner 
as  they  fliall  judge  mod  proper  for  making  an  impreffion  on 
the  rebels,  and  bringing  them  to  obedience ;  but  that  in  fo 
doing  they  muft  never  lofe  view'of  their  intended  jun£iions 
with  Sir  William  Howe  as  their  principal  objeft. 

In  cafe  Lieutenant -General  Burgoyne  or  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  St.  Leger  fliould  happen  to  die,  or  be  rendered, 
through  illnefs,  incapable  of  executing  thefe  great  trufts,  you 
are  to  nominate  to  the  refpeftive  commands  fuch  officer  or 
officers  as  you  (hall  think  to  be  beft  qualified  to  fupply  the 
place  of  thofe  whom  his  Majefty  has,  in  his  wifdom,  at  pre-' 
iunt  appointed  to  conduct  thofe  expeditions. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  General  Sir 
William  Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  \(jth  April  1777. 

{Received  ^w^t  fs^thr^ 
SIR, 
I  HAD  the  honour  of  laying  before  the  King  your  letter 
of  December  2ift,  1776. 

The  meafure  which  you  therein  recommend  has  been  taken 
into  confideration  ;  and  I  am  commanded  to  inform  you, 
that  the  execution  of  Captain  Emerick's  projeft  Was  found 
likely  to  be  attended  by  fo  many  difficulties,  that  his  Majefty 
has  not  thought  proper  to  give  him  diredions  for  raifing  a 
ccrps  of  German  Chalfeurs.     1  am,  '&c. 

Geo.  Germain. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  19//;  April  1777. 
[Received  ^th  July.] 
SIR, 

THE  troops  have  been  fo  very  much  harafled  in  thccourfe 
of  the  lail  campaign,  that  I  could  not  but  wi(h  that  no  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  enemy  might  hinder  them  from  enjoying  that 
repofe  in  their  winter  quarters  which  their  late  faiigues  ren-  . 
dered  neceflary,  and  their  fervices  entitled  them  to  expedl,  I 
was  therefore  extremely  forry  to  find,  by  your  letters  of  Ja- 
nuary 17th  and  February  the  I2ih  paft,  that  their  quiet  and 
comfort  had  been  in  any  degree  interrupted  ;  and  it  gives  me 
additional  concern  to  think,  that  there  is  a  prpfpeft  of  their 
experiencing  but  little  intermilfion  of  toil  and  danger  before 
the  opening  of  the  next  campaign.  I  cannot,  however,  help 
flattering  myfelf,  that  thcfe  wintcr-efF)rts  of  the  rebels  are 
rather  the  efFc6ls  of  defj-^air  than  of  courage  ;  and  that  they 
are  fymptoms  of  weaknefs,  not  marks  of  ftrength. 

His  Majefty  was  well  pleafed  with  your  correfpfondence 
with  Mr.  Stuart.  You  will  find  by  my  difpatch  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  (a  copy  of  which  was  tranfmitted  to  you  by  the 
laft  packet),  that  he  had  orders  to  furnilh  a  fufficient  body 
of  Indians  for  the  expedition  under  Licutcnant-Gentral  Bur- 
goyne.  And  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  it  is  the  King's 
plcalure,  that  you  make  ufe  of  the  friendly  Indians  in  Inch  a 
manner  as  may  be  mo(t  fcrviceabie  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war. 

The  provinces  of  Eaft  and  Well  Florida  are  indeed  too 
diltant  for  yon  to  have  had  ii  in  your  power  to  give  more 
pointed  diredlions;  and  a  great  deal  muit  unavoidably  be  left 
to  the  zeal  and  judgnr»ent  of  thofe  who  are  upon  the  fpot. 

As  to  putting  the  military  in  each  province  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  general  officer,  though  the  King  thinks  your  pro- 
pofition  in  general  to  be  right,  yet,  as  there  are  at  prefent 
only  two  governors  refident  in  the  fouthern  colonies,  and  as 
both  of  them  happen  to  be  military  men,  of  experience 
and  good  abilities,  his  Majefty  does  not  fee  the  immediate 
necelhty  of  adopting  that  meafure ;  if,  however,  you  ihould 
ftill  continue  of  opinion,  that  the  ftep  you  recommend  is  ab- 
folutely  nccelFary  tor  the  promotion  of^  his  Maiefty's  fervlce, 
y'>u  are  at  liberty  to  give  proper  diredions  on  that  head. 

The  King  is  particularly  pleafc^d  with  the  tender  of  fervices 
D  d  3  ^        whio^ 
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which  has  been  made  by  Governor  Tryon;  and  approves  of 
your  placing  a  corps  of  Provincials  under  his  Excellency's 
command. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  convcrfation  wit\}  Major- 
General  Robertfon  ;  and  as  he  is  an  officer  of  great  expe- 
rience and  merit,  and  one  whofe  continuance  in  America 
was  particularly  defired  by  you,  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  order  him  to  return'thiiher,  and  continue  to  aft  under  you 
as  Major- General. 

It  has  been  the  occafion  of  great  concern  to  me,  that  I 
have  nbt  been  able  to  gratify  yuur  wifties  to  the  utmoft,  and 
fend  you  greater. reinforcements.  And  I  am  now  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  deftination  of  the  corps  of  Hanau  Chalfeurs, 
mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  March,  is  intended  to  tnake 
part  of  the  detachment  ordered  down  the  Mohawk  River  to 
Albany,  and  join  your  army. 

Before  this  reaches  you,  I  truft  that  Colonel  Grey  (ap-  . 
pointed  as  Major-General)  will  have  arrived  with  the.Somer- 
fet;  and  alfo  the  Anfpach,  and  other  troops,  which  failed 
under  the  convoy  of  that  (hip  of  war. 

His  Majefty,  upon  being  informed  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
had-  appointed  four  lieutenant-colonels,  viz.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Nefbet  of  the  47th  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frafer  of  the  24ih,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Powell  of  the  53(r 
regiment,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon  of  the  29th,  to 
a<$  as  brigadier- generals,  was  pleafed  to  order  me  to  fignify 
to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  that  thofe  officers  might  continue  to 
aft  as  brigadiers,  until  part  of  that  army  fhould  be  ordered  to 
join  the  troops  under  your  command  ;  and  that  then  their 
rank  of  brigadiers  muft  ceafe,  in  order  to  prevent  the  im«- 
propriety  ot  their  having  higher  rank  and  pay  than  feveral  of 
the  lieutenant-colonels  who  are  their  feniors  in  your  army. 

This  command  was  executed  in  Auguft  laft ;  and  the  King 
finding,  that  it  would.be  very  inconvenient  to  fend  out  junior 
Captains  of  the  Guards,  his  Majefty  hath  not  been  pleafed  to 
comply  with  your  requeft  on  this  head. 

The  French  prifoners  whom  you  fent  to  Britain,  under 
the  care  of  Captain  J.  S.  Patton,  of  the  6th  regiment,  are 
arrived  ;  ar4d  are  to  be  kept  as  fuch  on  board  one  of  our  men 
of  war,  until  proper  prifons,  now  preparing,  are  made  fit  for 
their  reception  and  fafe  cuftody. 

Lieutenant-General  Clinton  has  been  honoured  by  bis 
Majefty  with  a  red  ribband,  and  will  fet  out  forthwith  for 
America. 

An 
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As  General  De  Heifter  is  dirc£led  to  return  to  Europe,  you 
will,  I  am  perfuaded,  furnifti  him  with  the  earlicll  and  bell 
conveyance  you  can.     I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Germaine, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Gcrmaine,  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  2%th  April  1777. 
[^Received  ^tb  July.] 
SIR, 
Lieutenant-General  Earl  Percy  having  defired  permidion 
to  return  to  England,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  it  is 
the  King's  pleafure  that  you  give  him  leave  ;  but  I  am  or- 
dered at  the  fame  time  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty 
wifhes  he  may  not  lofe  his  Lordfhip's  fervices  during  the 
campaign.     1  am,  &c« 

Geo.  Germaine. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  GeoFge 

Gcrmaine, //a/^^/ New- York,  5M  July  1777.  (Scparaicj 
[^Received  22d  Augult.] 
My  Lord, 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  by  the  Somerfet,  tranfmit- 
ted  by  Mr.  D'Oyly,  copies  ot  your  Lordihip's  letrers  10  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  of  26* h  March,  and  John  Stiiart,  Efq.  oi  2d 
April ;  together  with  the  fcvcral  ftatcs  of  the  Anfpach  corps, 
detachment  of  artillery,  challlurs,  &c. 

By  the  Swallow  packet  I  received  your  Lordftiip's  letter  of 
17th  March,  incloling  a  memorial  from  Governor  Lcg^^e,  re- 
fpecling  the  lo)al  Nova- Scotia  volunteers.  I  do  not  find 
that  the  tou^panies  of  this  corps  now  on  foot  can  be  kept 
ccMTiplete  ;  and^  in  every  refped,  they  are  on  the  Hime  terms 
with  other  Provincials. 

I  have  been  alfo  honoured  with  your  Lord  1)1  ip's  dif- 
patches.  No.  7,  8,  and  9,  by  the  Liverpool,  and  letter  of 
27lh  April,  fignifying  his  Majeity*s  pleafure,  that  Lord 
Percy  ihould  return  to  Britain,  if  his  Lordfhip  continued 
defirous  of  leaving  America. 

To  the  contents  of  thefe  letters  I  (hall  pay  due  regard  by 
this  opportunity  ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft 
perfed  refpedl,  your  Lordfliij)*£  moi\  obedient  hiimble  fervant, 

W.  Howe. 
D  d  4  -Cop^ 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  General  Sir  William 

Howe  to  Lor-d  George  Germain,  dated  New  York,  July 

%th,  1777. 

[Received  22d  Auguft.] 
My  Lord, 

HAVING  eftabliflied  a  corps  fufficient  for  the  defence  of 
Amboy,  the  army  alTembled  at  Brunfwick  on  the  I2lh  of  June. 

The  enemy's  principal  force  being  encamped  upon  the 
mountain  above  Quibble-town,  with  a  corps  of  2060  men  at 
.  Prince-town,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  make  a  movement 
in  two  columns  from  Brunfwick  on  the  14th  in  the  morning, 
leaving  Brigadier-General  Mathew  with  2000  men  to  guard 
that  port.  The  firfl:  divifion,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  advanced  to  Hillfborough,  and  the  fecond  to 
JVIiddle  Bu(h,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  I3|e 
Heifter,  vi^ith  a  view  of  drawing  on  an  aftion,  if  the  enemy 
ihould  remove  from  the  mountain  towards  the  Delaware ; 
but,  on  finding  their  intention  to  keep  a  pofition  which  it' 
vould  not  have  been  prudent  to  attack,  I  determined,  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  to  purfue  the  principal  obje£ls  of  the  cam- 
paign, by  withdrawing  the  army  from  Jerfey  ;-  and,  in  con- 
lequence  of  this  determination,  returned  to  the  camp  at 
Brunfwick  on  the  19th,  ^nd  marched  from  thence  to  Amboy 
on  the  22d,  intending  to  crofs  to  Staten-Ifland,  from  whence 
the  embarkation  was  to  take  place. 

Upon  quitting  the  camp  at  Brunfwick,  the  enemv  brought 
a  few  troops  forward,  with  two  or  three  pieces  ot  cannop, 
which  they  fired  at  the  utmoft  range,  without  the  lead  execu-. 
tion,  or  any  return  from  us  :  they  alfo  puflied  fome  batta* 
lions  into  the  woods,  to  harafs  the  rear  where  Lord  Corn- 
wallis commanded,  who  foon  difperfed  them,  with  the  lofs; 
of  only  twp  men  killed,  and  thirteen  wounded  j  the  enen^y 
having  nine  killed,  and  about  thirty  wounded. . 

The  necclfary  preparations  being  finiflied  for  eroding  the 
troops  to  Staten-Ifland,  intelligence  was  received  that  the 
enemy  had  ipovpd  down  from  the  mountain,  and  taken  poft  at 
Quibble-iown,  intending,  as  it  was  given  out,  to  attack  the 
rear  of  the  army  removing  from  Atriboy  ;  that  two  corps  had 
alfo  advanced  to  their  left — one  of  3000  men,  and  eight 
pieces  of  cannon,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirling,  Ge- 
nerals Maxwell  and  Conway  i  the  laft  faid  to  be  a  Captain 
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in  the  French  fervice-^lhe  other  corps  conlifted  of  about  700 
men,  with  only  one  piece  of  cannon. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  enemy,  it  was  judged  advifeable  to 
make  a  movement  that  might  lead  on  to  an  attack,  which 
"was  done  the  26th  in  the  morning,  in  two  columns ;  the 
right,  under  ihc  command  of  Lord  Cornwall  is,  with  Major- 
Gencral  Grant,  Brigadiers  Matthew  and  Leflie,  and  Colinel 
Donop,  took  the  rouie  by  W(  odbridge  towards  Scotch  Plains  ; 
the  lett  column  where  1  was,  with  Major-Generals  Sterne, 
Vaughan,  and  Grey,  Brigadiers  Cleveland  and  Agnew, 
marched  by  Metuchin  Meeting-houfe,  to  join  the  rear  of  the 
right  column  in  the  raid  from  thence  to  Scotch  Plains,  in- 
tending, to  have  taken  fcparatc  routes  about  two  miles  after 
the  jundion,  in  order  to  have  attacked  the  left  flank  at  Quib- 
ble-town. Four  battalions  were  detached  in  the  morning, 
with  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  to  take  port  at  Bonham-town, 

The  right  column,  having  fallen  in  with  the  afore-men- 
tioned corps  of  700  men,  foon  after  pafling  Woodbridge,  gave 
the  alarm,  by  the  firing  that  cnfuecl,  to  their  main  army  at 
Qiiibble-town,  which  retired  to  the  mountain  with  the  utmoft 

f^recipitaiipn.     The  fmall  corps  was  clofely  pulhed  by  the 
ighi  troops,    and    wiih  difficulty  got    oflF  their  pieces  of 
cannon. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  foon  after  he  jvas  upon  the  road  leading 
to  Scotch  Plains  from  Metuchin  Mceting-houfe,  came  up 
with  the  corps  commanded  by  Lord  Stirling,  who  he  found 
advantageoully  podcd  in  a  country  much  covered  with  wood, 
and  his  artillery  well  difpofed.  The  King's  troops,  vying 
with  each  cuher  upon  this  occafion,  prelfed  forward  to  Juch 
clofeadlion,  that  the  enemy,  though  inclined  to  refift,  could 
liot  long  maintain  their  ground  againll  fo  great  impeiuofity, 
but  wcredifpefffed  on  all  lid^'s,  leaving  behiiul  tiiree  pieces  of 
brafs  ordnance,  three  Captains  and  60  men  killed,  and  up- 
wards of  200  officers  and  men  wounded  and  taken. 

His  Lordfhip  had  five  men  killed,  and  30  wounded.  Cap- 
tain Finch,  of  the  light  company  of  the  guards,  was  the  only 
officer  who  fiifFered  ;  and,  to  my  great  concern,  the  wound 
he  received  proving  mortal,  he  died  the  29th  of  June  at 
Am  boy. 

The  troops  engaged  in  this  a£lion  were  the  ift  light  infan- 
try, ift  Britifli  grenadiers,  ift,  2d,  and  3d  Hellian  grena* 
diers,  ift  battalion  of  guards,  Heffian  chalfeurs,  and  the 
Queen's  rangers.     I  take  the  liberty  of  pariiculanfrng  thefe 

corps. 
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corps,  as  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  report  to  me,  fo  highly  ex- 
tols their  merit  and  ardour  upon  this  attack.  One  piece  of 
cannon  was  taken  by  the  guards,  the  other  two  by  Colonel 
Mingerode's  battalion  of  Hcflian  grenadiers. 

The  enemy  were  purfued  as  far  as  Weftfield  with  little 
cffed,  the  day  proving  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  the  foldiers 
cotjld  with  difficulty  continue  their  march  thither:  in  the 
mean  time,  it  gave  opportunity  for  thofe  flying  to  efcape,  by 
flculking  in  the  thick  woods,  until  night  favoured  their  retreat 
to  the  mountain. 

The  army  lay  that  night  at  Weftfield,  returned  the  next 
day  to  Raway,  and  the  day  following  to  Amboy.  On  the 
30th,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  troops  began  to 
crofs  over  to  Staten  Ifland ;  and  the  rear-guard,  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  paifed  at  two  in  the  afternoon, 
without  the  kalt  appearance  of  an  enemy. 

The  embarkation  of  the  troops  is  proceeding .  with  the  ut- 
moft  difpatch  ;  and  I  (hall  have  the  honour  of  fending  your 
Lordlhip  further  information,  as  foon  as  the  troops  are  landed 
at  the  place  of  their  deftination. 

With  the  moft  perfeft  refjpedl,  I  have  the  honour  lo  be,  your 
Lordfliip's  moft  taithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

W.  Howe. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Sir  William   Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  dated  New- York,   6th  July  1777. 

[^Received  22d  Auguft.'J 

My  Lord, 

THAT  the  officers  of  the  Guards  lately  relieved  may  be 
accommodated  on  their  return  to  Britain  in  the  beft  manner 
our  prefent  fituation  will  afford,  I  have  applied  to  the 
Admiral  particularly  f<)r  the  Lady  Gage  tranfport,  as  a 
well-armed  ftiip,  and  in  every  refpeft  fitted  for  their  recep- 
tion. 

I  have  llkewife  reqiieiled  that,  after  performing  her  voyage, 
fhe  may  proceed  to  Giiernfey  and  Madeira,  to  take  in  a  cargo 
of  wine  and  other  refrefliments  for  the  ufe  of  the  army;  in 
confequence  whereof,  the  Admiral  has  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  favoured  me  with  a  copy  of  his  letter^ 
which  I  take  the  liberty  to  tranfmit  to  your  lordftiip,  with 
my  earncft  requeft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  facilitate   my 

wifhes 
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wifhes  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  found  neceflary,  left  the 
arnoy  (hould  be  difappointed  in  the  expedled  fupply. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordfliip's  moft  faithful 
And  moil  obedient  fervant, 

W.  Howe. 


ExtraSf  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Cermaine,  dated  New- York,  "jth  July  1777. 

[^Received  22d  Auguft.  j 

IT  IS  with  much  concern  I  fee,  by  your  Lord/hip's  dif- 
patches,  No.  8  and  9,  that  it  has  been  found  inexpedient  to 
comply  wiih  my  rcquifition  for  the  arrangement  of  the  fenior 
Lieutenant-Colonels  of  the  line  to  command  brigades,  and 
of  that  for  Captain  Emerick's  corps  of  chafleurs,  whofe  plan 
I  own  I  lad  not  thoroughly  inveftigated,  taking  for  granted, 
if  found  pradlicable,  that  it  would  have  been  approved.  It 
ivas  my  intention  to  have  had  the  corps  on  foot,  though  I 
find  he  propofcd  to  your  Lordlhip  to  have  had  a  cavalry. 
The  corps  of  difinouuted  dragoons  under  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel White  would  have  contributed  much  totheftrength  oftb^ 
army,  which,  with  the  lofs  of  the  Hanau  corps,  increafcs  the 
difappointmcnt. 

In  confequcncc  of  the  King's  pleafure,  communicated  to 
in<?by  your  Lordlhip,  it  is  fomi  time  fince  I  appointed  Bri- 
gadier rrevoft  to  the  province  of  Eaft  and  VVell  Florida. 

I  beg  leave  to  obfcrve,  upon  the  order  given  to  General 
Burgoyne  for  difconiinuing'the  junior  Lieutenant-Colonels 
as  Brigadiers,  that  it  fcems  ohiy  intended  to  take  place  when 
the  two  armies  abfoluicly  join,  which  I  do  not  fuppofe  can 
happen  this  campaign,  as  I  apprehend  General  Burgoyne 
■will  find  full  employment  for  his  army  againft  that  of  the 
rebels  oppofed  to  him.  The  difagreeable  tafk  of  fending  an 
order  for  their  difcon tinning  to  ferve  with  the  rank  of  Bri- 
gadiers, when  under  my  command,  mult  then  remain  with 
Tne, 

I  am  further  to  obferve  to  your  Lorddiip,  that  the  war  is 
now  upon  a  far  different  fcale  with  refpe6l  to  the  increafed 
powers  and  ftrengih  of  the  enemy,  than  it  was  laft  campaign, 
their  officers  being  now  much  better,  W'ith  the  addition  of 
feveral  from  the  French  fcrvice,  and  a  very  refpeftable  train 
pf  field  artillery.     An   officer  of  the    71ft   regiment,  lately 

.  arrived 
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arrived  from  Bofton,  declares  he  faw  fifty  pieces  of  brafs  can- 
non landed  there  a  tliort  time  before  he  came  from  ihence : 
and  the  army  in  Jerfey  has  had  for  fome  time  pad  forty  pieces 
of  brafs  ordnance.  I  mufl  therefore  urge  the  completing  the 
Britifh  regiments  here  with  draiighrs  and  good  Brililh  recruits, 
or  we  (hall  foon  lofe  our  confequence  by  the  current  cafual- 
ties  of  a  campaign,  exclufive  of  a  general  aftion. 

A  corps  of  Ruffians,  of  10,000  efFedive  fighting  men,  I 
think,  would  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  to  Great-Britain 
in  another  campaign  ;  but  if  they  are  not  to  be  had,  and  we 
(hould  fucceed  in  the  pofledion  of  Pennfylvania,  the  Jerfeys, 
and  this  province,  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  the  draught 
, of  troops  for  the  prefervation  of  them  in  the  next  will  be 
great,  at  the  fame  time  that  a  confiderable  force  will  be  re-  . 
qui  file  for  the  redudion  of  the  northern  provinces,  wherein 
tliree  armies  fhould  be  employed  to  make  it  efFedlual.  In  pur 
prefent  ftate  20  regular  battalions  are  employed  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  this  place  and  Rhode-Illand,  exclulive  of  the  Provin- 
cials, which  la(t  amount  to  about  3000  men. 

Being  at  a  lofs  to  Tumi (h  accoutrements  for  the  Provincials, 
I  beg  leave  to  propofe  4000  fets  of  tanned  leather  belts,  with, 
light  pouches,  to  be  fent  from  Europe  for  them. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  here  the  5th  inftant,  and  as  this 
poft  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  he  will  remairi  in  New- 
York  with  the  command  of  twenty-two  battalions,  difpofed 
according  to  ilie  inclofed  return.  The  inllruftions  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  leaving  with  Sir  H.  Clinton  are  to  be 
upon  the  dcfcnfive,  with  power  to  aft  otherwife  according  to 
concurrent  circumftances,  without  lofing  fight  of  the  princi- 
pal objedi,  in  the  fecurity  of  this  place,  which  I  hope  may  be 
approved. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterfon  having  ferved  in  the  impor« 
tant  office  of  Adjiitani-General  to  this  army  with  much  credit 
to  himfclf,  and  with  infinite  fatisfadion  to  me,  I  beg  leave  to 
folicit  your  Lordlhip  to  lay  his  ferviccs  before  the  King, 
with  my  mott  humble  requeft  that  his  Majefty  would  be  gra^ 
cioufly  plcafed  to  honour  him  with  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the 
army.  He  ftands  very  high  in  the  li(^  and  has  had  his  pre^ 
fent  rank  fourteen  years. 

The  duplicates  of  my  prefent  difpatchesgo  by  the  Niger 
frigate,  which  fhip  is  appointed  to  carry  General  Heifter» 
and  to  convey  fome  of  the  foreign  officers  returning  in  tran- 
fports,  the  relieved  officers  of  the  guards,  fome  pfficers  of  the 
line, 'and  a  number  of  invalids. 

My 
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My  lad  advices  from  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  and  General  Bur- 
goyne  were  received  the  28th  of  June,  in  letters  from  them 
dated  the  14th  and  i6th  of  May.  They  do  not  contain  any 
thing  more  material  than  that  the  artillery  (lores  defigneVl  for 
the  northern  fervice,  together  with  a  reinforcement  for  that 
corps,  and  the  vi(5lnallers  from  Cork,  had  hot  then  arrived. 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  was  to  proceed  the  14th  of 
May  for  Montreal,  to  expedite  meafures  for  his  operations, 
and  to  exert  every  faculty  in  his  power  to  carry  them  into 
fpecdy  execution. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Williivn  Howe  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, ^<//r^  New  York,   I  ^th  July  1777. 
[  R^mi  ed  22d  Aiigufl.  J 

My  Lord, 

SINCE  clofing  my  lad  difpatch,  I  have  received  advices 
from  Weft  and  Eaft  Florida. 

.  Mr.  Stuart's  two  letters,  copies  of  which  1  have  the  honour 
to  fend  your  Lordfhip  inclofed,  and  the  rcfult  of  a  conference 
between  the  governor,  fupcrintendent,  and  commanding  oiliccr, 
will,  without  troubling  your  Lordfhip  wiih  other  papers,  fuf- 
ficiently  fhew,  that  the  difpofition  ot  ihc  fo;:ihcrn  Indians  is 
not  fo  favourable  as  there  was  reafon  to  believe  from  former 
accoimts  tranfmitted  of  them. 

From  various  informations,  I  am  porfuaded,  that  an  in- 
judicious grant  of  licences  to  traders  of  bad  difpofilions,  and 
an  over-fupply  of  fpirits,  have,  by  debauching  the  principles 
of  the  Indians,  and  keeping  them  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual 
drunkenncfs,  greatly  contributed  to  the  defedlion,  or  lukc- 
warmnefs,  complained  of;  and  in  this  idea  I  have  wrote  in 
ftrong  terms  to  the  governor,  fuperintendant,  and  command- 
ing officer.  The  copieiJ  of  my  letters,  fent  inclofed,  will  con- 
vey to  your  Lordfliip  every  thing  I  have  to  communicate  re- 
lative to  the  concerns  of  that  province. 

.In  Eaft  Florida  they  have  had  their  diftrefTes  and  appre- 
henfions  ;  but  the  adlivity  of  the  Governor  and  Brigadier- 
General  Prevolt,  added  to  the  exertion  of  Major  Prevoli, 
have,  I  hope,  by  repulfing  the  advanced  corps  of  the  rebels, 
who  were  detached  for  the  invafion  of  the  province,  and  by 
that  means  frightening  the  whole  armament  into  a  retreat, 
reftorcd  Eaft  Florida  to  a  ftate  of  fecnrity,  at  leaft  for  tlie 
fummer  months.     Brigadier-General  Prcvoft  having  fent  me 

extracts 
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extrads  from  Major  Prevoft's  letters  tp  him  while  upon 
this  fervice,  I  have  the  honour  to  fend  a  copy  of  them  in- 
clofed. 

The  capture  of  a  brig,  the  Apalachola,  having  prefents 
for  the  Indians  on  board,  and  carried  into  Charles-town,  is  a 
circumftance  much  regretted ;  but  the  Springfield,  Captain 
Armftrong,  lately  arrived  here  with  Indian  goods,  ordnance, 
and  other  {lores,  will,  I  hope,  relieve  all  their  wants  in  this, 
and  fome  other  refpe£ls.  She  fails  from  hence  under  good 
convoy. 

Various  accounts  have  been  lately  brought  from  the  nor- 
thern part  .of  this  province,  in  regard  to  the  army  from  Ca- 
nada :  and  I  have  this  day  had  the  fatisfaciion  to  receive  4 
.  letter  from  Lieutenant- General  Burgoyne,  with  a  confirma- 
tion of  his  being  before  Ticonderoga  ;  a  copy  of  which  your 
Lordfhiphas  inclofed.  Intelligence  other  wife  received  leaves 
no  room  to  doubt  his  being  in  poflTeflion  ;  but  it  docs  not 
come  from  authority  fo  certain  as  to  juftify  me  in  a  pofitive 
declaration  of  the  fa6l. 

I  am  extremely  concerned,  my  Lord,  to  clofe  this  letter 
with  a  circumftance  as  diftreffing  as  it  was  uncxpcScd,  Art 
cxprefs  is  juft  arrived  from  Rhode-lfland  with  intelligence^ 
tliat  a  fifiall  party  of  the  rebels  made  a  defcent  there  on  the 
night  of  the  loth  inftant,  furprifed  IVTajor^-General  Prefcot  in 
his  quarters,  carried  him  off,  and  Lieutenant  Barrington  of 
the  7th  regiment,  with  fuch  difpatch  and  fecrecy  as  to  fruf- 
trate  every  attempt  to  refcue  them.  For  your  Lordfhip's 
more  particular  information  I  inclofe  a  copy  of  Brigadier- 
General  Smyth's  letter  to  me  on  this  unlucky  accident ;  and, 
in  confequence  thereof,  Major-General  Pigot  is  ordered  to 
take  the  command  at  Rhode-Iflaad.     I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe.  ' 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 

Germain,  dated  ^qw  York,  July  16/A  1777.     (Private), 

[^Received  22d  Auguft.] 

My  Lord, 
BY  the  movement  of  the  enemy's  army  in  Jerfey  towarcb 
King's- Ferry,  upon  the  North  river,  fince  the  embarkation 
of  his  Majefty*s  troops  from  Staten  IQand,  he  feems  to  point 
at  preventing  a  junQion  between  this  and  the  northern  army, 
which  will  no  further  affect  my  proceeding  to  Pennfylvania, 

than 
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than   to   make  a  fmall  change    in    the  diftribution  of  the 
troops. 

For  if  ihe  enemy  (hould  crofs  the  North  river  before  I 
fail  from  hence,  or  Inould  approach  it  fo  near  as  to  give  me 
a  profpeft  of  reaching  Philadelphia  before  him,  I  ihall,  in 
either  cafe,  ftrengthen  Sir  Henry  Clinton  dill  more  than  by 
the  referve  which  is  already  ordered  to  remain  here  in  ad- 
dition to  the  troops,  mentioned  in  the  return,  under  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  command.  He  will  then  have  fufficient 
force  to  a<5  on  the  defend ve  againft  the  whole  rebel  army  ; 
but  as  thefe  additional  troops  will  not  be  wanted  here,  if 
General  Wafhington  fhould  march  to  the  defence  of  Penn- 
fvlvania,  I  (hall,  in  fuch  event,  order  them  to  join  me  in 
tnat  province.  The  enemy's  movements  taking  this  turn,  I 
apprehend  General  Burgoyr.e  will  meet  with  little  inter- 
ruption, othcrwife  than  the  difficulties  he  mud  encounter 
in  tranfporling  (tores  and  provifions  for  the  fupply  of  his 
army. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  General  Wa(hinc»ton  (hould  march 
with  a  determination  to  force  General  Burgoyne,  the  itrength 
of  General  Burgoyne's  army  is  fuch  as  to  leave  me  no  room 
to  dread  the  event :  but  if  Mr.  Wafhington's  intentions 
(hould  be  only  to  retard  the  approach  ot  General  Burgoyne 
to  Albany,  lie  may  foon  find  himfelf  expofcd  to  an  attack  from 
this  quarter,  and  trom  General  Bnrgoyi;c,  at  the  fame  time  ; 
from  both  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  he  would  find  it  difficult 
to  efcape. 

Under  thcfe  circumftances  I  propofe  going  up  the  Dela- 
ware, in  order  to  be  nearer  this  place  than  I  mould  be  by 
taking  the  courfe  of  Chefapeak  Bay,  which  I  once  intended, 
and  preferred  to  that  of  the  Delaware,  provided  the  enemy 
had  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  defend  Pennfylvania. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe- 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Z^r// George  Germain  to  General  Sir 

William  Howe,  ^^/^t/ Whitehall,  iSth  May,  1777. 

[^Received  ibth  Auguft.] 

SIR, 

I  AM  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  ift  April,  wherein 
you  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  feveral  difpatches  which 
I  had  forwarded  to  you  by  tne  Halifax  and  Mercury  paeket^s, 
and  the  Thames  frigate. 

As 
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As  the  capture  or  deftruSion  of  ftores  and  provifions  rtiufl 
greatly  add  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  rebels,  ajid  impede  their  pro* 
jeded  operations,  it  gave  the  King  much  fatisfaftion  to  hear 
of  the  fuccefs  that  his  Maje%'s  troopsfhad  nnet  with  at  Peck's 
Kill  ;  and  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  entire  ap- 
probation, not  only  of  the  zeal  and  judgment  which  you  ma* 
nifefted  in  planning  the  expedition,  but  alfo  of  the  alacrity 
and  punctuality  with  which  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bird  cxr* 
cuted  your  orders.     I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Germain. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  General  Sit 

William  Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  May  i8,  I777r 

{Received  i6th  AugiilLj 

SIR, 

YOUR  fecret  letter  of  April  2d,  together  with  its  two  in- 
clofurcs,  are  received  :  and  I  have  had  the  honour  of  laying 
them  before  hrs  Majeiiy. 

I  hope  that  the  augmentation  which  you  will  receive  to ' 
your  artillery,  will  be  found  fufficient  to  ahfwer  your  de-^ 
mands  ;  but  if  it  thonld  fall  (hort,  you  will  be  in  fome  degree 
reconciled  to  your  difappointment  in  not  having  your  rcqirf- 
lirion  complied  with,  when  you  recollect  that  there  is  but 
one  battalion  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  in  Great  Britain  ; 
and  are  alfo  informed  that,  at  the  time  the  above-mentioned 
augmentation  failed  from  Europe,  we  had  not  a  fingle  matrofc 
left  in  the  ifland.  y^ 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  dragoons,  with  which  you  havt 
been  furnifhed,  will  be  more  than  fufficient  to  fupply  the  de- 
ficiencies ;  and  fo  little  doubt  was  entertained  of  your  progrefs 
in  the  country,  and  of  your  being  thereby  enabled  to  procurt 
horfes,  that  I  neither  did,  nor  can  apprehend  any  material  in^ 
convenience  to  be  likely  to  arife  from  my  inability  to" fenrf. 
you  the  requested  fupply.  t 

As  you  muft,  from  your  fituation  and  military,  fkrll,  be  t 
competent  judge  of  the  propriety  of  every  plan,  his  M:<jefty 
does  not  hefitate  to  approve  the  alterations  which  you  pro^ 
pofe ;  trufting,  however,  that  whatever  you  may  meditate,  il 
will  be  execiKed  in  lime  for  you  to  co-operate  with  the  army 
ordered  to  proceed  from  Canada,  arid  put  itfelf  under  youf 
command.  - 

I  am  extremely  concerned  to  find  that  you  do  not  imagine 
your  force  to  be  as  fuitable  to  the  operations  of  the  enfuing 

CftOft 
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campaign,  as  you  confefs  it  was  to  thpfe  of  the  lad :  my 
concern  is,  however,  in  a  great  degree  diminilhed  by  the 
ifitelligence  which  we  daily  receive  of  the  rebels  finding  the 
utmoft  difficulty  in  raiftng  an  army  to  face  his  Majcily's 
troops. 

And  whether  I  confine  my  attention  to  the  fuppofcd  weak- 
nefs  of  the  enemy,  or  refleft  upon  the  proof  winch  you  have; 
given  of  your  impatience  to  begin  the  campaign,  by  iIk: 
early  expedition  to  Peck's  Kill,  I  freely  confefs  thai  1  am 
not  under  aiw  apprehenfion  that  the  execution  of  your  piuiis 
will  be  lefs  fpeedy  than  I  expected. 

If  we  may  credit  the  accounts  which  arrive  from  all 
quarters,  relative  to  the  good  inclinations  of  the  inhabitants, 
there  is  every  reafon  toexpecl  that  your  fucccfs  in  Pcnnfylvania 
"Will  enable  ywi  to  raife  from  among  them  fuch  a  force  as 
may  be  fufficient  for  the  interior  defence  of  the  province,  and 
leave  the  army  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  ofFcnIive  operations. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  particular  confideration  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  may  be  expected  from  a  fuccefsful  execution 
of  your   prefent   plan*   but  content    myfelf  with  faying,  in 

feneral,  that  the  information  which  1  have  received  of  the 
ifpofition  of  the  people,  and  the  high  opinion  which  I  en- 
tert^n  of  your  abilities,  infpire  me  with  no  fmall.  degree  of 
hope  that  this  campaign  will  put  an  end  to  the  unhappy 
conteft. 

Lord  Howe  will  have  heard  that  all  poffible  attention  has 
been  paid  to  his  demand  ;  and  though  the  number  .of  Ihrps  be 
fewer  than  he  requeued,  i  triilb  that  the  force  will  be  equal 
to  his  cxpeftations,  and  that  he  will,  upon  their  arrival,  be 
Me  to  afford  you  every  necelfary  aflifhnce. 

You  will,  I  am  contident,  exert  your  utmoft  endeavours 
to  induce  Mr.  Washington  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  rcfpe<Ming  the  prifoners  ;  and  if  he  (hall  continue 
to  difregard  your  retnonftrances,  you  will  eafily  d«vife  the 
means  of  convincing  him  of  the  impropriety  of  fo  dishonour- 
able  a  condud. 

Colonel  Campbell's  abilities  are  fuch,  that  I  fincerely  la- 
ment that  he  is  compelled  to  remain  inaftive  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  you  have  done  every  thing  in  your  p«wer  to  pro- 
cure his  releafc. 

I  have  the   pleafure  to  acquaint   you,   that   his  Majefty 
entirely  approves  of  vour  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
I  am,  &c. 

George  Germain. 

Vol.  X.  Ee  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  William 

Howe, V(«/^tf  Whitehall,  29th  May  1777.    (Separate.) 

[^Received  l6th  AuguR.j 

SIR, 
I  SEND  you  an  extrad  from  Governor  Browne's  letter  t6 
'me  of  the  ift  of  April  lad,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
laying  before  the  King ;  and  his  Majefty  has  direded  me  tb 
inform  you,  that  he  has  no  objeflion  to  the  governor's  having 
the  rank  of  Major-general,  in  cafe  you  (hould  fee  no  impro- 
priety in  it ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  is  pleafed  to  leave  th6  dc- 
tcrmmation  of  that  point  entirely  to  your  judgment. 

I  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germain^ 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  4S/V  William  Howe /^  Lor  J  George 
Germain,  dated  Camp  at  the  Head  ofEXk  River,  Maryland, 
30/A  Auguft  1777. 

^Received  2%th  O^ober.] 

My  Lord,  ' 

HIS  Majefty 's  gracious  approbation  of  the  condufl:  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bird  and  the  troops  under  his  command  at . 
Peek's  Kill,  has  been  received  by  them  with  the  moft  du&iful 
refpeft. 

Your  Lordfhip  has  been  pleafed  to  fignify  that  my  altera>- 
tions  in  the  plan  of  this  campaign  have  been,  approved  by  the 
King;  but  that  his  Majefty  trufts  the  operations  of  the  army 
intended  for  the  recovery  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania  will 
be  finiftied  in  time  for  me  to  co-operate  with  die  northera 
army.  It  is  with  much  concern  I  am  to  anfwer,  that  I  caniioc 
flatter  my  felf  I  (hall  be  able  to  a£l  up  to  the  King's  expediatioop 
in  this  particular,  as  my  progrefs,  independent  of  oppodtfQJi 
from  the  enemy's  principal  amy.  muft  be  greatly  impeded  by 
the  prevailing* difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  I  am  forry^ 
to  ooferve,  fecm  to  be,  excepting  a  few  individuals,  ftrongly 
in  enmity  againft  us,  many  having  taken  up  arms,  and,  by  far 
the  greater  number,  deferted  their  dwellings,  driving  .off,  at 
the  lame  time,  their  ftock  of  cattle  and  liorks. 

Your  Lordfllip  takes  notice  of  my  acknowledgment  that  )i^ 
troops  I  had  laft  campaign  were  Amable  to  tlic  operatipo. 
They  were  no  doubt  adequate  to  ail  againft  the  rebel  force  jjt 
New  York,  having  the'h  no  conquefts  to  guard  \  but,  in  tlic 

prcfcnt 
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prefent  cxtenJcd  fituation  of  the  King's  fi>uthern  army,  an 
additional  ilrcngih,  and  fucb  a  one  as  I  had  the  honour  ;M 
propofing,  I  conceive  to  have  been  neccflary  for  bringing  the 
war  to  a  conclnfion  this  campaign,  which  I  have  not  the 
froalleft  hope  of  erifeaing  with  my  prefent  force.  At  the 
lame  time,  your  Lordfhip  may  be  aitured,  that  no  means  will 
be  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  generals  and  other  olficers  and 
foidiers  of  this  army  to  obtain  (o  defirable  an  end. 


Copy  of^  Letter  from  the  Honourabk  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  dated  Camp  at  the  Head  ^'EikRivert 
Maryland,  30//J  Auguft  1777. 

[Riceived  iM  OSober.] 

My  Lord, 

THE  duplicate*?  of  your  Lordfhip'sdifpatche.s  N®  10,  li, 
and  12,  wiih  the  Oiiginal,  N^*  i|},  1  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive on  the  i6th  inftant  by  the  Eagle  Packet. 

My  laft  difpatches  advifed  your  Lordlhip  of  the  embarka- 
tion of  the  army  at  Statcn  Ifland,  from  whence  the  fleet  failed 
on  the  23d  of  July,  and  arrived  off  the  Caps  of  Delaware 
on  the  30th  follovine;  when,  from  information,  I  judged  it 
moft  advifcablc  to  proceed  to  Chefapeak  Bay  ;  but  meeting 
with  conftant  unfavourable  winds,'  we  did  not  tnter  the  bay^ 
until  the  16th  indant  ;  from  winch  time  the  winds  proving 
fSir,  the  fl'-et  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Elk  Ilivcr  on  the 
a2d,  through  a  very  diiHcuIt  navigation  \  and  the  army  land- 
kA  on  the  25th  at  Elk  Ferry,  the  enemy's  army  beirig  then  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia. 

On  the  28th  a  corps  of  the  army  marched  from  the  ferry 
to  this  place,  by  the  we(t  fide  of  the  river,  leaving  Lieutenant- 
^neral  Knyphaufen  with  three  brigades  in  that  camp,  and 
One  brigade  on  the  communication. 

The  corps  commanded  by  General  Knyphaufen  will  crofs 
the  ferry  to  Cecil  court-houfe  to-morrow,  and  is  to  form  a 
juofli<^n  with  this  on  the  3d  next  enfuing,  about  eight  miles 
,  on  this  fide  of  Chriltian-bridge. 

The  enemy's  army  is  at  this  time  encamped  behind  Bi'andy* 
wine  Creek,  with  an  advanced  corps  on  White-clay  Cre^k  ; 
their  force  confifts  of  about  fifteen  thoufand  men,  incluJii'g 
militia;  neverthelefs,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  will  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  bring  them  to  a  general  adlion,  even  though  it 
fliotild  be  in  the  defence  of  Philadelphia. 

E  e  2  As 
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As  I  have  not  heard  from  General  Burgoyne  fince  my  laft 
advices  to  your  Lordihip,  I  cannot  prefume  to  fay  what  credit 
is  to  be  given  to  the  fucceffes  of  the  rebels  in  that  quarter 
mentioned  in  the  inclofed  news-paper  ;  but  as  their  accounts 
of  fuccefles  are  in  general  much  exaggerated,  I  am  hopeful, 
even  fliould  theirs  be  true,  that  he  will  not  be  prevented  from 
purfuing  the  advantages  he  has  already  gained  with  fo  much 
nonour  to  himfclf, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Lordfhip's  mod  faithful  and 
obedient  fervant, 

W.  How?. 

P.  S.  The  inclofed  Declaration  I  havepubliftied  to  endeavour 
to  quiet  the  n>inds  of  the  people  at  large  in  Pennfylvania 
and  the  cou;ities  to  which  it  has  relation,  led  aitray  by 
the  leaders  in  rebellion,  as  well  as  with  an  intent  to  di(- 
unite  their  army.  A  counter  Proclamation  is  alfu  ready 
to  iifue  when  expedient. 


ExtraB  from  the  Maryland  Journal   of  26th  Auguft  1777. 
\_ln  d/r  William  Howe's  Letter  of  ^oth  Auguft  1777. J 

Philadelphia,  Auguft  22d. 
By  an  Exprefs  arrived  laji  Evening  from  General  Schuyler  t9 

CongreJSy  we  have  the  following  important  Intelligence, 

Van  Schaik's  Ifland  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  River,  Auguft 

lith  1777. 

SIR, 
I  have  the  honour  to  congratulate  Congrefs  on  a  fignal  vic- 
tory obtaincri  by  General  Stark,  an  account  whereot  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  letter  from  General  Lincoln,  which  I 
have  this  iroment  had  the  happinefs  to  receive,  together  with 
General  furgoyne's  inUru<Stions  to  Lieutenant  Bun,  copy 
whereof  is  inclofed 


Bennington,  Auguft  18/// 1777. 
Dear  General, 
1  lit-  Jate  fignal  luccefs  of  a  body  of  about  2000  troops, 
n^iiiy  militia,  urider  the  command  of  Brigadicr-gcnerU 
,6iaik  in  this  part  of  the  country,  on  the  i6th  inftant,  over  a 
pdityof  aboi  t'1506'of  the  enemy,  who  came  out  wiitii 
manit  it  defi^n  to  poffefs  thcmfelves  of  this  town,  as  will 

appear 
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appear  by  the  inclofed,  is  an  event  happy  and  important.  Our 
troops  behaved  in  a  very  brave  and  heroic  manner  ;  they  p«r- 
liied  the  enemy  from  one  work  to  another  thrown  up  on  ad- 
vantageous ground,  anid  from  different  pods,  with  fpirit  and 
fortitude,  until  they  gained  a  complete  viftory  over  them. 
).  The  following  is  the  bed  lift  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of 
the  prifoners,  their  killed,  and  wounded  ;  viz. 

One  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major,  5  captains,  I2  lieute- 
nants, 4  enfigns,  2  cornets,  i  judge  advocate,  i  baron,  2 
Canadian  officers,  and  3  furgcons;  37  Britifh  foldiers,  398 
Heffians,  38  Canadians,  and  151  tories  taken  ;  the  number 
of  wounded  fallen  into  our  hands,  exclufive  of  the  above, 
arq  about  80. 

The  number  of  their  flain  has  not  yet  been  afcertained,  as 
they  fought  on  the  retreat  for  fevcral  miles  in  a  wood ;  but 
fuppofedto  be  about  200.  Their  artillery,  which  con  fi  fled  of 
4  brafs  field-pieces,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  baggage, 
likewife  fell  into  our  hands.  We  have  heard  nothing  ot  Bur- 
goyne  or  his  army  for  thefe  two  days  pad.  The  prifoners  are 
lent  into  the  ftate  of  MaflTachufctt's  bay,  except  the  tories ; 
ihsll  wait  your  dire£lions  refpcdling  them>  as  molt  of  them  be- 
long to  the  ftate  of  New  York. 

I  am,  dear  General,  with  regard  and  cftccm,  your  very 
humble  fervant,  B.  Lincoln. 

N.  B.  We  had  about  20  or  30  killed  in  the  action,  and  per- 
haps 50  wounded. 


Copy  9/ Orders  from  Lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  to  Lieutenant 
colonel  Bun,  dated  near  Camp  at  Saratoga,  Auguft  14,  1777. 

SIR, 

THE  accounts  you  have  given  me  are  very  fatisfaflory,  and 
I  doubt  not  every  proceeding  under  your  direction  will  be  the 
iame. 

1  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  report  whether  the  route  you 
have  marched  be  pradicable  for  a  large  corps  with  cannon, 
without  repair,  or  with  what  fort  of  repair. 

The  defirable  circumftanceat  prefent  is  to  pofTefs  Benning- 
ton ;  but  ftiould  you  find  the  enemy  too  ftrongly  pofted  and 
maintaining  fuch  a  countenance  as  would  make  a  coup  de 
main  too  hazardous,  I  wifti  you  to  take  fuch  a  poft  as  you  can 
E  e  3  maintain 


4M  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1779. 

maintain  till  y6ti  hear  further  from  me  ;  and  upon  your,  re- 
port and  other  circumftanccs  I  will  either  fupport  you  in  force 
or  withdraw  you. 

Will  you  pkafe  to  fend  to  my  camp  as  foon  as  you  can,  wag- 
gons and  draft  cattle,  and  like  wife  fuch  other  cattle  as  are  not 
Veeflary  for  your  fubfiftencc  ;  let  the  waggons  and  carts  bring 
)S  what  flour  and  wheat  they  can, 'that  you  do  not  retain 
for  the  fame  purpofe.  I  ^\ill  write  to  you  in  full  to-morrow 
in  regard  to  purchafmg  horfes  out  of  the  hands  of  the  favages  ; 
■  in  iht  mean  time,  let  them  beaflured^  that  whatever  you  fcleA 
from  them  fit  to  mount  the  dragoons,  (hall  be  paid  for  at  a 
proper  price.  I  have  the  i  onour  to  be,  with  great  cfteem, 
yours,  &c. 

T.  BuRGOYNE,  Lieutenant-general. 
LieutenanUcolonel  Bun, 

I  AM  in  hopes  that  Congrefs  will  very  foon  have  the  fatisi 
fadion  to  learn  that  General  Arnold  has  raifed  the  fiege  of 
Fort  Schuyler  ;  if  that  takes  place  I  believe  it  will  be  poiEble 
to  engage  two  or  three  hundred  Indians  to  join  this  army,  and 
Congrefs  may  reft  aifuredthat  my  beft  endeavours  fhall  not  be 
wanting  to  accomplifli  it. 

i  am  informed  that  General  Gates  arrived  at  Albany  yef- 
terday. 

Major  Livingfton,  one  of  my  Aids,  will  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  you  this  difpatch. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  every  fentiment  of  refpcA,  yourmoft  obe- 
dient humble  fervant, 

Philii?  Schuyler. 
Publiftied  by  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  Prefident. 


By  his  Excellency  Sir  William  Howe,  K.  B.  General  and  Com^ 
wander  in  Chief y  i^c.  isfc.  fcfr. 

DECLARATION. 

Sir  William  Howe,  regretting  the  calamities  to  which  many 
of  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubje<5^s  are  ftili  cxpofed  by  the  conti- 
nuance cf  the  rebellion,  and  no  lefs  defirons  of  protecting;  the 
innocent,  ilian  determined  to  pnrfue  with  the  rigours  or  wai* 
all  thole  whom  Ms  Majefty*s  forces,  inthecourfeof  their  pro- 
grefs,  may  find  in  arms  againft  the  King,  doth  hereby  alfnre 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  the 

lower 
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lower  counties  on  Delaware^  and  the  counties  of  Marylaod 
on  the  eaftern  (hore  of  Chefapeak  Bay,  that,  in  order  to  re- 
move any  ^oundlefsapprchen lions  which  may  have  been  raifed 
of  their  fuflfering  by  depredations  of  the  army  under  his  com- 
mandy  he  hath  iflTued  the  ftridleft  orders  to  the  troops  for 
the  prefervation  of  regularity  and  good  dilcipline,  and  has  (Ig* 
nified  that  the  mod  exemplary  punifhment  fliall  be  infli<Eled 
upbn  thofc  who  ihali  dare  to  phjnder  the  property,  or  moleft 
the  perfons,  of  any  of  his  Majefty*s  well-difpofed  fubjedls. 

Security  and  prote<Elion  are  likewife  extended  to  all  perfons 
inhabitants  of  the  province  and  counties  aforefaid,  who,  not 
guiltyof  having aflunied^legiflative  or  judicial  authority,  may 
nave  afted  illegally  in  fubordinatc  ftations,  and,  confcious  of 
their  mifcondu^,  been  induced  to.  leave  their  dwellings  ; 
provided  fuch  perfons  do  forthwith  return,  and  remain  peace- 
ably at  their  ufual  places  of  abode. 

Confidering  moieover,  that  many  officers  and  private  men, 
now  adlually  in  armsagainfl  his  Majefty,  may  be  willing  to 
relinquifh  the  part  they  have  taken  in  this  rebellion,  and  return 
to  their  due  allegiance.  Sir  William  Howe  cjoth  therefore  pro- 
mi  fe  a  free  and  general  pardon  to  all  fuch  officers  and  private 
men  as  fhall  voluntarily  come  and  furrender  themfelves  to 
any  detachment  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  before  the  day  on 
which  it  (hall  be  notified  that  the  faid  indulgence  is  to  be  dif- 
contjnued. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  head  quarters  of  the  army^  tie 
27ih  day  of  Auguil  1777. 

W.  Howe. 
By  his  Excellency's  ccmmand, 

Robert  Mackenzie,  Sec. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Loni  George  Germaine  to  Genet  al  Sir 
William  Howe,  tiated  Whitehall,  2oth  June  1x777. 

[^Received  "jth  Odober.] 
SIR, 
THE  Mercury  packet  brought  me  your  letter  of  April 
24tb,  together  with'the  duplicates  of  your  laft  difpatches. 

As  every  fuccefs,  efpeciallyat  the  openingof  a  campaign,  has 
an  effe£l  upon  an  enemy,  tending  to  deprefs  their  fpirits,  and 
to  create  an  idea  of  the  luperiority  of  their  opponents;  it  gave 
his  Majefty  much  pleafure  to  hear  of  the  advantage  which  Loid 
Cornwallis  gained  over  the  rebels  at  Bound  Brook,  and  I  fin- 
cerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  relief  which  it  muft  be  to 

E  c  4  your 
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your  mind,  luif^er  that  weight  of  care  which  infeparably  at- 
tends your  difcharge  of  the  great  truft  committed  to  you, 
\vWnjever,you  refleft  that  part  of  your  army  is  under  the  CQp^ 
ot  2LryofRaer  \fi  whofe  zeal,  vigilance,  and  aftive  qqu-* 


rage  you  can  fo  fafely  confide.   '  .     .^ 

I  nave  had  the  fatisfafliion  to  hear  of  the  fuccefs  of  thcex- 
pedition  to  Dahbury  by  means  of  Lord  Percy,  who  comm\inI- 
catedtome  a  letter  which  he  received  from  his  Aid-de  Camp,, 
Captain  Hutchifon,  dated  28th  April,  and  which  has  been 
inferted  in  the  Gazette, 

The  King  having  intruded  yon  with  the  difpofal  of  vacant 
cnfigncies,  and  being  fatisfied  with  the  ?:eal  and  aflivity  of  the 
Lieutenant-colonels  of  the  army  under  your  command,  has  no 
objedion  to  your  ufing  that  power  in  the  way  that  fhall  ap- 
pear to  you  molt  advantageous  to  the  fervice. 

Having  received  authentic  intelligencer  of  Major  Balfour's 
arrival,  I  irufl  tliat  the  Ifis  and  her  convoy  reached  yoa  very 
foon  after  him.  But  if  they  have  been  unfortunately,  pre* 
vented  by  contrary  winds  from  reaching  the  place  of  their  def- 
tination  in  due  time,  I  have  neverthelefs  good  hopes  that  the 
motions  of  the  army  will  not  be  retarded  on  that  account :  as 
I  prefumethat  the  old  camp  equipage  might  be  made  to  ferve 
upon  an  emergency  ;  and,  il  1  may  judge  from  the  events  of 
the  iaft  campaign,  neither  you  nor  your  troops  will  murmur 
at  any  inconveniency  to  which  the  good  of  the  fervice  re- 
quires you  to  fubmit. 

1  am,  &c,  Geo.  Germain. 


Ccpv  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  William  'Howe  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  dated  Head  ^arters^  German  Town, 
Od.  xo,  1777. 

{^Received  \Ji  December.] 

'My  Lord, 
IN  my  Iaft  difpatch  of  the  30th  of  Augnft  I  had  the  honour 
to  advife  your  Lordfhip  of  the  army  having  landed  on  the 
weft  lide  of  Elk  River,  and  of  its  being  afterwards  divided 
into  two  columns ;  one  under  the  command  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  at  the  head  of  Jilk  ;  and  the  other  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-general  Knyphaiifen  at  Cecil  Court-houfe :  I  am 
therefore  to  give  your  Lordlhipan  account  of  the  operations 
from  that  period,  wherein  will  be  included  two  general  ac- 
tions, in  both  of  which  I  have  the  fatisfaiSion  topremife,  that 
fuccefs  has  attended  his  Majcily's  arm?. 

On 
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On  the  3d  of  September,  Major  General  Grant,  wiih  fix 
battalions  remaining  at  the  head  of  Elk,  to  preferve  thecom^ 
munication  with  the  fli;et,  the  two  columns  joined  at  Pen- 
cadder,  lying  four  miles  to  the  eaftwardof  Elk  on  the  road  to 
Chrirtien-bridge.  In  this  day's  march  the  Heffian  and  Anf- 
pach  chalFeurs,  and  ilie  fecond  battalion  of  light  infantry,  who 
were  at  the  head  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  column,  fell  in  with  a 
chofen  corps  of  1000  men  from  the  enemy's  army,  advantagc- 
"onfly  pofttd  in  the  woods,  which  they  defeated  with  the  lofs 
of  only  two  officers  wounded,  three  men  killed,  and  19 
wounded,  when  that  of  the  enemy  was  not  lefs  than  50  krlied, 
and  many  more  wounded. 

Oh  the  6th,  Major  General  Grant,  after  Captain  Duncan, 
^o  fuperintended  the  naval  department,  had  deliroyed  fuch 
veiTels  and  (lores  as  could  not  be  removed  from  the  head  of 
Elk,  joined  the  army.  , 

The  whole  marched  on  the  8th  by  Newark,  and  encamped 
that  evening;  in  the  townlhip  of  Hokelfen,  upon  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Newport  to  Lancaftcr,  at  which  firft  place  General 
Walhington  had  taken  poft,  having  his  left  toChriftien-creek, 
and  his  front  cuvcrcd  by  Red  Clay-creek. 

The  two  armies  in  this  fiiuation  being  only  four  miles  apart, 
the  enemy  moved  early  in  the  night  of  the  8th,  by  the  Lan- 
caiier  road,  from  Wilmington,  and  about  ten  o*clock  next 
morning  crollld  Brandywine-creek  at  Chad's-fbrd,  taking  poll 
on  the  heights  on  the  eaftern  iide  of  it. 

On  the  qxh  in  the  afternoon,  Lieutenant  General  Kny^ 
haufen  marched  with  the  left  of  the  army  10  New-garden  and 
Kcnnet's-fquare,  while  Lord  Cornwaills  with  the  right  moved 
to  Hokelfen's  Meeting-houfe,  and  both  joined  the  next  morn- 
ing at  Kennet's  fquare. 

On  the  nth,  at  day-break,  the  army  advanced  in  two  co- 
lumns, the  right  commanded  by  Lieutenant  General  Knyphau- 
fen,  confiding  of  four  Heilian  battalions  under  Major  General 
Stern,  the  firll  and  fecond  brigades  of  Britilh,  three  battalions 
of  ihe  7ifl  regiment,  the  QiJeen's  American  rangers,  and  one 
fquadron  of  the  i6th  dragoons  under  Major  General  Grant, 
having  with  them  fix  medium  twelve- pounders,  four  howit- 
zers, and  the  light  artillery  belonging  to  the  brigades.  This 
column  took  the  diredt  road  to  Chad's-ford,  feven  mile's 
diilant  from  Kennet's- fquare,  and  arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy 
about  ten  o'clock,  (kirmilhing  mod  p>art  of  the  march  v/uh 
their  advanced  troops,  in  which  the  Qj^ieen's  rangers,  com- 
manded 
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manded  by  Capt.  Wemyfs  of  the  40th  regiment,  diflinguifhed 
themfelves  in  a  particular  manner.  : 

The  other  columu,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  CornV 
waliis,  Major  General  Gfey,  Brigadier  Generals  Matthew^iui 
Agnew,  confiding  of  the  mounted  and  difmount€4€ha(feurs> 
two  fquadrons  of  the  r6th  dragoons,  two  battalions  of  rljgbt 
infantry,  two  battalions  of  Britiib,  ^nd  three  of  Heflian  gm^ 
nadiers,  tys/o  battalions  of  guards,  the  3d  and  4th  brig^<$«9 
with  four  light  twelve  pounders,  marched  about  twelvepwlff 
to  the  forks  of  the  Brandy  wine,  croffed  the  firft  braoCb  Jat 
Trimble*s-ford,  and  the  fecond  at  Jeffrey's- ford,  abosH'^Wo 
o'clock  in  the  afterhoon,  taking  from  thence  the  road  ^.q^Dii* 
Mrorth,  in  order  lo  turn  the  enemy's  right  at  Chad's-ford. 

General  Wafhington  having  intelligence  oJF  this  movement 
.^bout  noon,  detached  General  Sijllivan  to  his  right  with  near 
10,000  men,  who  took  a  ftrong  pofition  on  the  commanding 
ground  above  Birmingham  church,  with  his  left  near  to  the 
l^randywine,  both  flanks  being  covered  by  very  thick  woods, 
and  his  artillery  advantageoully  difpofedi 

As  foon  as  this  was  obferved,  which  was  about  four  o'clock, 
the  King's  troops  advanced  in  three  columns,  and  upon  ap- 
proaching the  enemy,  formed  the  lin?  with  the  right  towards 
the  Brandy  wip.e  ;  the  guards  being  upon  the  right,  and  the 
Britiih  grenadiers  upon  their  left,  fupported  by  the  HefCan 
jgrenadiers  in  a  fecond  lire:  to  the  left  of  the  centre  were 
two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  with  the  Heflian  and  Anfpach 
chaflcurs,  fupported  by  the  4th  brigade.  The  3d  brigade 
formed  the  referve. 

Lord  Cornwall  is  having  formed  the  line,  the  light  infan- 
.  try  and  chaiTeurs  began  the  attack  ;  the  guards  and  grenft* 
di^rs  inflantly  advanced  from  the  right,  the  whole  under 
a  heavy  train  of  artillery  and  mufquelry  ;  but  they  pufhed  on 
nirhh  an  impetuofity  not  to  be  fuitained  by  the  enemy,  wh^ 
falling  bacK  into  the  woods  in  their  rear,  the  King's  troops 
entered  wkii  them,  and  purfued  clofely  for  near  two  miles. 

After  this  fuccefs  a  part  of  the  enemy's  right  took  a  fecoiid 
pofition  in  a  wood  about  half  a  mile  from  Dilworth,  from 
whence  the  2d  light  infantry  and  chaffeurs  foon  diflodge^ 
them,  and  from  this  time  they  did  not  rally  again  in 
iforce.  . 

The  ift  Britifli  grenadiers,  the  HeflTian  grenadiers,  and 
gdirds,  having  in  the  purfuit  got  entangled  in  very  thicic 
wo6ds,  were  no  futher  engaged  during  the  day. 

The' 
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The  2d  light  infantry,  2d  grenadiers,  and  4th  brigade, 
moved  forward  a  mile  beyond  Dil worth,  where  they  attacked 
a  corps  of  the  enenny  that  had  not  been  before  engaged,  and 
were  flrongly  ported  to  cover  the  retreat  of  their  army  by  the 
roads  from  Chad*s-ford  to  Chefler  and  Wilmington  ;  which 
corpg  not  being  forced  until  after  it  was  dark,  when  the 
troops  had  undergone  mpch  fatigue,  in  a  march  of  17  miles, 
befides  what  they  fupported  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
mftack,  the  enemy's  army  efcaped  a  total  overthrow,  that  mull 
have  been  the  confequence  of  an  hour's  more  day-light. 

'The  3d  brigade  was  not  brought  into  a^ion,  but  kept  in 
referve  in  the  rear  of  the  4th  brigade,  it  not  being  kntfwn 
before  it  was  dark  how  far  Lieutenant  General  Knyphaufen's 
attack  had  fuccecded  ;  nor  was  there  an  opportunity  of  em- 
ploying the  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  General  Knyphaufen,  as  had  been  previoufly  con- 
certed, kept  the  enemy  amufed  m  the  courfe  of  the  day  with 
cannon,  and  the  appearance  of  forcing  the  ford,  without  in- 
tending to  pafs  it  until  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's  right 
fliouldtake  place:  accordingly  when  it  began,  Major  General 
Grant  crofTed  the  ford  with  the  4th  and  5ih  regiments  ;  and 
the  4th  regiment  pafling  firft,  forced  the  enemy  from  an  in- 
trenchment  and  battery,  where  three  brafs  field  pieces  and  a  five 
and  half- inch  howitzer  were  taken,  that  had  been  placed  there 
Co  command  the  ford.  The  enemy  made  little  ftand  on  that 
fide  after  the  work  was  carried,  when  the  guards  appearing  on 
their  right  flank,  the  retreat  became  general  ;  but  darknefs 
coming  on  before  Lieutenant  General  Knyphaufen's  corps 
could  reach  the  heights,  there  was  no  farther  adion  on  that 
fide. 

From  the  moft  correft  accounts,  I  conclude  the  ftrength 
of  the  enemy's  army  oppofed  to  Lieutenant  General  Knyp- 
haufen and  Lord  Cornwall  is  was  not  lefs  than  15^000  men, 
a  part  of  which  retired  to  Chefter,  and  remained  there  that 
night,  but  the  greater  body  did  not  flop  till  they  reached  Phi- 
ladelphia. Their  lofs  was  confiderable  in  officers  killed  and 
wounded,  and  they  had  about  300  men  killed,  600  wounded, 
and  near  400  made  prifoners. 

The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  his  Majefty's  troops,  and  the  ord- 
nance, ammimillon,  and  (lores,  taken  from  the  ene  ny,  wijl 
appear  in  the  inclofed  returns. 

The  army  laidihis  night  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  on  the 
I2th  Major  General  Grant,  with  the  ifV  and  2d -brigades, 
marched  to  Concord.  Lord  Cornwallis,  wiih  the  li^ht  in- 
fantry 


42S  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  1779. 

fanfry  and  Britifli  grenadiers,  joined  him  next  day,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  A(h-town,  within  five  miles  of  Cheftcr. 

Ou  the  fame  day  (the  13th)  the  71ft  regiment  was  detached 
to  Wilmington,  where  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  works  both 
to  the  land  and  to  the  river,  with  feven  pieces  of  cannon  in 
tb^  latter  i  but  thefe  works  being  evacuated,  Major  M*Donjell 
jook  polFeflion  of  the  place  without  oppofiiion,  and  made  Mr. 
M'KinJey,  the  new  appointed  Ptefident  of  the  lower  coun- 
ties on  Delaware,  his  prifoner. 

On  the  14th,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Loos,  with  the  combined 
.battalion  of.Rhars  brigade,  efcorted  the  wounded  and  fick.to 
Wilmington,  whither  the  battalion  of  Mirbach  was  fent  two 
dlays  afterwards  to  join  thcni. 

The  army  moved  in  two  columns  towards  Gofhen  on  the 
l6th ;  and  intelligence  being  received  upon  the  march  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  upon  the  Lancaftcr  road,  and  were  within 
five  miles  of  Golhen,  it  was  immediately  determined  to  pu(h 
ibiward  the  two  columns  and  attack  them  ;  Lord  CornwalUs 
-fo  take  his  route  by  Gjflien  Meeting--houfe,  and  Lieuicnapt 
General  Kwyphaufen  by  the  road  to  {Downing-town. 

The  two  divifions  proceeded  on  their  march,  but  a  rnoft 
violent  fall  of  rain  fctting  in,  and  continuing  the  whole  day 
and  night  without  iniermiflion,  made  the  intended  attack  im- 
.  pradicable 

The  firft  light  infantry,  at  the  head  of  Lord  Cornwallii's 
column,  meeting  with  a  part  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guard, 
about  a  mile  beyond  Goiht  n,  defeated  them,  killing  I2>  and 
wounding  more,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  chafleurs  in  front  of  Lieutenant 
General  Knyphaufcn's  column  fell  in  with  another  p^rty/of 
.  which  they  killed  an  officer  ;md  five  men,  and  took  four  officers 
prifoners,  with  the  lofs  of  three  tnen  wounded. 

The  enemy  being  thus  apprized  of  the  approach  of  the 
army,  marched  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  the  whole  night 
of  the  i6ih,  and  got  in  the  morning  to  the  Yellow  Springs, 
having,  as  is  fince  known,  all  their  fmall  ammunition  damaged 
by  the  txtefllve  rain. 

;  in  the  evening  of  the  17th  Lord  Cornwallis  advancejd  to  ^hc 
Lancalter  road,  and  took  pod  about  two  miles  diftant  from 
Lieutenant  General  Knyphaufen. 

The  army  joined  in  the  Lancafter  road  at  the  White  Horfe 

on  the  18th,  and  marched  to  TrudufFrin,  from  whence  a  de- 

,  l;ichment  of  light  infantry  was  immediately  fent  to  the  Valfey 

Forge  upon  Schuylkill,   where  the  enemy  had  a  variety  of 

(loires. 
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{lores,  and  a  confiderable  magazine  of  flour.  The  firft  baN 
talion  of  light  infantry  and  the  Britifh  grenadiers  look  poft 
there  next  day,  and  were  joined  on  the  20th  by  the 
guards. 

The  enemy  crolTed  the  SchuYllclll  on  the  18th,  above 
French-creek,  and  encamped  up()n  the  river  on  each  fide  of 
Pcrkyomy  creek,  having  detached  troops  to  all  the  fords  of 
Schuylkill,  with  cannon  at  Swedcsford  and  the  fords  be- 
low it. 

Upon  intelligence  that  General  Wayne  was  laying  in  tht 
'woods' with  a  corps  of  1500  men,  and  four  pitcasoi  cannon, 
about  three  miles  dilbnt,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  left  wing  of 
the  army,  Major-General  Grey  was  detached  on  the  20th,  late 
at  night,  with  the  2d  light  infantry,  the  42d  and  441  h  regi- 
ments, to  furprize  this  corps.  The  mod  effedual  precaution 
being  taken  by  the  General  to  prevent  his  detachment  from 
firing,  he  gained  the  enemy's  left  about  one  o'clock,  and  hav- 
ing>  hy  the  bayonet  only,  forced  their  out-cer  tries  and  pic- 
kets, he  ruflicid  in  upon  their  encampment,  diredcd  by  the 
light  of  their  fires,  killed  and  wounded  not  kls  than  300  6i\ 
the  fpot,  taking  between  70  and  80  prifoners,  including Tcvcral 
officers,  the  greater  part  of  their  ariDS,  and  eight  waggons 
loaded  witli  baggage  and  ftores.  Upon  the  firll  alarm,  the 
cannon  were  carried  oHf^  and  the  daiknefs  of  the  night  only 
faved  the  remainder  of  the  ct)rps.  One  captain  of  light  in- 
fantry and  three  men  were  killed  in  the  attack,  atid  four 
men  wounded,  (iallantry  in  the  troop?,  and  good  conduct 
in  the  General,  were  fully  manifeiled  upon  this  critical  fer- 
vice. 

On  the  21  ft  the  army  moved  by  Val'cy  Forge,  and  en- 
camped upon  the  banks  of  Schuylkill,  extending  from- Fat 
Land-ford  to  French-creek.  The  enemy  upon  this  movic- 
ment  quitted  their  pofition,  a.id  marched  towards  Potfgrove 
in  the  evening  of  this  day. 

On  the  22d  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  guards 
crofTcd  over  in  the  afternoon  at  Fat  Land-ford  to  take  port, 
and  the  chaffeurs  eroding  foon  alter  at  Gordon's- ford,  oppo- 
fite  to  the  left  of  the  Ime,  took  poll  there  alfo.  The  army 
was  put  in  movement  at  midnight,  the  van-guard  being  led 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  whole  crofTed  the  river  at  Fat 
Land-ford  without  oppofition.  Major -General  Grant,  who 
commanded  the  rear-guard  with  the  baggage,  palfed  the  river 
before  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  tlie  army  encaimped 
on  the  23d  with  its  left  to  the  Shuylkili,  and  the  right  upon 
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the  Monatomy  road,  having  Stony  Run  in  front.  The  ad 
battalion  of  light  infantry  was  detached  to  Swedes-ford,  which 
a  fmall  part  of  the  enemy  quitted  immediately^  leaving  (rX 
pieces  of  iron  cannon  behind  tiiem. 

On  the  25th  the  army  marched  in  two  columns  to  German- 
town  ;  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  Britifh  grenadiers, 
and  two  battalions  of  Heflian  grenadiers,  took  poiTedion  of 
Philadelphia  the  next  morning. 

In  the  evening  of  the  26th  three  batteries  for  fix  medium 
12  pounders  and  four  howitzers  were  b^;un  at  Philadelphia  to 
aflagainftthe  enemy's  (hipping  and  craft  that  might  appnMtCh 
the  town.  Tlrefe  batteries  were  unfinifhed  on  the  27th, 
when  two  frigates,  a  number  of  gallies,  gondolas,  and  other 
armed  veflels,  came  up  from  Mud  Ifland^  and  attacked  the 
lower  battery  of  two  guns  and  two  howitzers.  The  largeft 
frigate,  called  the  Delaware,  mounting  30  guns,  ancliored 
within  500  yards  of  the  battery,  and  the  other  frigate  fome-* 
vvhat  more  diflant ;  the  gallies,  gondolas,  and  other  veflfclsi 
taking  their  refpe^live  (lations  as  they  could  bring  their  gunt 
to  bear.  About  ten  in  the  morning  they  began  a  heai'y  caiJ- 
nonadt  upon  the  town  as  well  as  the  battery,  but  the  tide  fall^' 
ing,  the  Delaware  groimdcd  ;  upon  which  the  four  battalion 
guns  of  the  grenadiers  being  brought  to  bear  upon  her  to  tf^ 
greated  advantage,  they  did  fuch  execution  in  a  fhort  xiatCf 
that  fhe  ftruck  her  colours,  and  was  taken  pofTefTion  of  by  th^ 
marine  company  of  grenadiers  commanded  by  Captain  Ayeme-. 

Brigadier-general  Cleaveland,  who  attended  the  batteries  in 
perfoi>,  feeing  the  eff<:6\  of  the  battalion  guns  upon  the  Delfts. 
ware,  tiirned  the  direction  of  his  fire  to  the  fmaller  frigate  and 
armed  velTels,  which  forced  all  of  them,  excepting  a  icfiooner 
that  wasdifablqdand  driven  on  (hore,  to  return  to  their  farfner 
fituation,  under  the  prote6^ion  of  the  fort,  where  there  iVtrfc- 
two  floating  batteries,  in  ihe  manner  of  hulks,  of  confidera/ble 
ftrcngth,  with  three  ranges  of  funken  machines,  which  A^Y 
term  chevaux  de  frize,  to  obftruft  the  paiTage  of  the  rivet," 
the  loweft  row  being  three  miles  below  the  fort. 

The  enemy  had  a  redoubt  upon  the  Jerfey  fhore  at  d  pladH 
called  Billing's  Point,  with  heavy  guns  in  it,  to  prevent  theie 
machines  from  being  weighed  up*  -    '^ 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  Captain  Hammond,  ccfitinititid^ 
ing  his  Majefty's  fl^ip  Roebuck,  who  was  laying  off  ChiAdU^ 
1*  ith  foine  other  Ihips  of  war,  that  the  poflfelfe6ti  of  Billiitg's 
Point  would  give  him  the  lower  chevaiix  de  frizwi  the  i^OVhf 
ar^d  42d  regiments  were  detached  on  the  29th,  under  tini'tcttklM 

maflHl 
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nund  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stirling.  This  detachment 
crofling  the  river  next  day  from  Chester,  took  pofTcilion  on 
the  lit  of  Oflobcr  of  the  enemy's  works  at  the  Point,  which 

2 00  men  ported  there  evacuated,  after  fpiking  the  guns  and 
uming  the  barracks.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sliding  purfued 
them  abo'Jt  two  miles,  but  to  little  piirpofe,  as  they  retired 
\tilh  the  utmoit  precipitation.  Captain  Hammond  immedi- 
ately opened  the  na*«igation  at  that  place  by  removing  a  part 
of  the  chevaux  de  frize. 

On  the  3d  the  regiment  of  Royal  Welch  Fu2:ileers  was  de* 
tached  to  Philadelphia,  with  orders  to  proceed  next  day  to 
Chelter,  where  they  were  to  be  joined  by  ihe  loth  and  42d 
regiments  on  their  return  from  Jerfey,  and  to  form  an  tfcort 
for  a  convoy  ofprovilions  to  the  army. 

The  enemy  having  received  a  reinforcement  of  1500  men 
from  Peck's  Kill,  1000  from  Virginia,  and  profuming  upon 
the  army  being  much  weakened  by  the  dvtachments  to  Phila- 
delphia and  Jerfey,  thought  it  a  favourable  time  for  them  to 
rifque  an  adli9n.  They  accordingly  miirchcd  at  fix  o'clock 
in  the  cvcningof  the  3d  from  their  camp  near  Shippach  Creek, 
about  16  miles  from  German  Town. 

This  village  forms  one  continued  ilrcct  for  two  miles,  which 
the  line  of  encampmr-nt,  in  the  polition  the  army  then  occu- 
piedi  crofled  at  right  aniiles  near  a  mile  froui  the  head  of  it, 
where  the  2d  battalion  of  light  infantry  and  the  40th  regiment 
were  polled. 

In  this  line  of  encampment  Lieutenant  General  Knyphau- 
fcn,  Major-Gcnerals  Stern  aiid  Grey,  HritJadier- General  Ag- 
ncw,  with  ft-ven  Britiih  and  three  Hcllian  battalions,  the 
mounted  and  difmounteu  challeurs,  were  upon  the  left  of  th« 
village,  extending  to  the  Schuylkill,  the  chaileuri  being  in 
front. 

Major-Gencral  Grant  and  Brigadier-General  Matthew, 
with  the  corps  of  guards,  fix  battalions  of  Britifli,  and  two 
fquadrons  of  dragoons,  were  tipon  the  right  ;  the  lit  battalion 
of  light  infantry  and  the  Queen  s  American  rangers  were  ad- 
vanced in  the  front  of  this  wing. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  patroles  di(^ 
covered  the  enemy's  approach,  and  upv)n  the  communication 
of  thifi  intelligence  the  army  was  immediately  ordered  under 
ariQjB. 

^  Soon  after  the  break  of  day  the  enemy  began  their  attack 
Upon  the  ad  light  infantry,  which  they  fullaincd  for  a  con- 
fideraUe  time,  fupported  by  the  40th  regiment ;  but  at 
te><iih  being  overpowered  by  increafing  numbers,  the  light  in- 
fantry 
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fantry  and  a  part  of  the  40th  retired  into  the  village,  when 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mnlgrave,  with  fix  companies  of  the  lat- 
ter corps,  threw  hiinfelf  into  a  large  (tone  houfe  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy,  which,  though  furrounded  by  a  brigade,  and  at- 
tacked by  four  pieces  of  cannon,  he  moft  gallantly  defended, 
uniil  Major  General  Grey,  at  the  head  of  three  battalions  of 
the  3d  brigade,  turning  his  front  to  the  village,  and  Brigadier* 
General  Agnew,  who  covered  Major-General  Grey's  left  with 
the  4th  brigade,  by  a  vigorous  attack  repulfed  the  enemy  that 
had  penetrated  inio  the  upper  part  of  the  village,  which  was 
done  with  great  flaughier :  the  5th  and  55th  regiments, 
from  the  right,  engaging  them  at  the  fame  time  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  village,  completed  the  defeat  of  the  euciriy  in  this 
quarter.  ' 

The  regiments  of  Du  Corps  and  Dbnop  being  formed  to 
fupport  the  left  of  the  4th  brigade,  and  one  battalion  of  the 
HelRan  grenadiers  in  the  rear  of  the  chalfeurs,  were  jiot  en- 
gaged i  the  precipitate  flight  of  the  enemy  preventing  the  two 
Srft  corps  from  entering  into  a6lion,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
chaileurs,  in  repelling  all  efforts  againft  them  On  that  fide,  did 
iiui  call  for  the  fupport  of  the  latter. 

The  ill  light  infantry  and  pickets  of  the  line  in  front  of 
the  right  wing  were  engaged  foon  after  the  attack  began  upon 
the  head  of  the  village.;  the  pickets  were  oblig -d  to  fall  backy 
but  the  light  infantry,  being  well  fiipported  by  the  4th  regi- 
ment, fuftainbd  the  enemy's  attack  with  fuch  determined  bra- 
very, that  I  hey  could  not  make  the  leaft  impreffion  on  them. 

Two  columns  of  the  enemy  uere  oppofiie  to  the  guards, 
27ih,  and  28th  regiments,  who  formed  the  right  of  th^ 
line. 

Major-General  Grant,  who  was  upon  the  right,  moved  op 
the  49ih  regiment,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  to  the  left  of 
the  4th  regiment,  about  the  time  Mnjor- General  Grey  had 
fprccd  the  enemy  in  the  village,  and  then  advancing  with  the 
right  wing,  the  enemy's  letl  gave  way,  and  was  purfued 
through  a  ilrong  country  between  tour  and  five  milrs, 

Lord  Corn  wall  is,  being  early  apprized  at  Philadelphia  of 
the  enemy's  approach,  put  in  motion  the  two  battalions  of 
Briiilh  and  one  of  the  Heifian  grenadiers,  with  a  fquadron  of 
dragoons  ;  and  his  Lordftiip  getting  to  German-town  juft  as 
tho  enemy  had  been  forced  out  of  the  vilbf^e,  he  joined  Majors 
Gi-rieral  Grey,  when  placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  troops,- 
he  followed  the  enemy  eight  miles  on  th»  Skippacb  road  ;  but 

iuck 
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fuch  was  the  expedition  with  which  they  fled>  he  was  notable 
to  overtake  them. 

The  grenadiers  from  Philadelphia,  who^  full  of  ardour,  had 
run  moft  of  the  way  to  Gennan-town,  could  not  arrive  in 
time  to  join  in  the  adion. 

The  country  in  general  was  fo  ftrongly  inclofed  and  covered 
with  woody  that  the  dragoons  had  not  any  opening  to  chaj-ge, 
excepting  a  fmall  party  on  the  right,  which  behaved  mod  gal- 
lantly. 

The  enemy  retired  near  twenty  miles  Uy  feveral  roads  to 
Perkyomy-creelr,  and  are  now  encamped  near  Skippack- 
creek,  about  eighteen  miles  diClant  from  hence. 

They  faved  ail  their  cannon  by  withdrawing  them  early  in 
the  day. 

^  By  the  bed  accounts  their  lofs  was  between  200  and  300 
killed,  about  600  wounded,  and  upwards  of  400  taken. 
Among  the  killed  was  General  Nafh,  with  many  other  officers 
of  all  ranks,  and  54  officers  among  the  prifoners. 

Since  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine  72  of  their  officers  have  been 
taken,  exclufive  of  ten  belonging  to  the  Delaware  frigate. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  fee  the  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  King's 
tfmy  in  return.  No.  3  ;  and  among  the  killed  will  be  found 
the  names  of  Brigadier  General  Agnew  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bird  of  the  15th  regiment,  both  of  whom  are  much 
to  be  lamented  as  officers  of  experience  and  approved  merit.. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Walcot  of  the  5th  regiment  is  among 
the  wounded  ;  but  I  have  the  fatisfa£lion  to  report  that  he  is 
now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery,  though  at  firft  his  wound  was 
thought  mortal.  His  behaviour  on  this  occafion  reiieds  upon 
him  in6nite  honour. 

'  In  thefe  feveral  engagements,  the  fuccefles  attending  them 
are  far  better  vouchers  than  any  words  can  convey  of  the  good 
coiiduS  of  the  general  officers,  and  of  the  bravery  of  the  other 
officers  and  fuldiers.  The  fatigues  of  a  march  exceeding  100 
iniles,  fupported  with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs  by  all  ranks, 
without  tents,  ,and  with  very  little  baggage,  will,  I  hope,  be 
eileemed  as  convincing  proofs  of  the  noble  fpirit  and  emula- 
tion prevailing  in  the  army  to  promote  his  Majefty 's  fervice.  . 
Major  Cuyler,  my  firft  Aid  de  Camp,  will  have  the  horfour 
to  deliver  my  diljpatches,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  is  well  informed 
to  anfwer  your  £ordQiip's  further  inquiries. 
With  molt  perfeft  refpeft, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.Hqwe. 
Voi.X.  Ff  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Genera}  Sir 
William  Howe,  i/<?W  Whitehall,  6/A  Auguft  1777. 

IReceived  igtb  Odlober  J 
SIR, 
YOU  will  have  learnt  from  my  dilpalch  of  the  atoth  June 
that  the  news  of  ihe  fuccefsof  the  detachtuent  under  the  coni« 
mand  of  Major  .General  Tryon  had  reached  England  before 
•  ibe  arrival  of  your  letter  of  aad  May. 

.  Your  account  of  that  ex|>edition  neverthelefsgav£  the 'King 
great  fatisfadion,  as  it  was  accompaiMed  with  afliarances 
ibat  his  Majefty's  troops  bad  fuft^ed  a  coipp^atively  foiall 
lofs,  and  that  the  wounded  officers  were  in  a*  fai^  way  of 
recovery. 

The  King  was  pleafed  to  repeat  the  approbation  he  formerljr 
cxprelTed  of  your  manifeft  attention  to  the  fervice,  in  letting 
on  foot  an  expedition  which  was  fo  well-timed,  and  fo  pecu- 
liarly calculated  for  dillrefling  the  enemy;  and  bis  Majddy 
highly  approves  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  executed. 
1  hope  that  the  reports  which  you  received  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Albany  have  been  confirmed,  and  followed  by 
well  authenticated  accounts  of  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  north- 
ern army.  I  have,  iic. 

G£O.G£RMAIN£. 


£xtraSf  of  a  Letter  from  i^r^GeorgeGermaine  to  Sir  William 

Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  6//&  Ausuft  1777. 

[Received  \<)thQ&.Q\i^x»\ 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  receiving  your  difpatches  frotii  M^jor 
0ixon,  and  mud  do  him  the  juftice  to  acknowledge  that  I 
found  him  a  very  intelligent  officer. 

Yolu:  letter  of  June  the  3d,  together  with  the  intended  dii** 
tMbution  of  the  troops,  has  been  laid  before  thp  King  ;.and  I 
am  commanded  to  inform  you,  that  his  Majefty  is  cpncerntJEl' 
that  you  (bould  find  the  propofed  diverfion  upon  the  coaft  of 
Ma(&chufet6  Bay  not  xronfiftent  with  the  othe.r  operations  Qpw 
carrying  on,  as  great  advantages  would  certainly  have  ^ifed 
from  that  mode  of  alacpning  and  difireffing  the  •cioemy. 

It  wag  always  my  wi(h  and  my  conftant  /endeavour  thatyou 
ihould  be  fupplted  with  as  .many  meix  as  you  could  poffibly 
Itand  in  need  of.  You  will  have  received  every  reinforcement 
of  .the  artillery  companies  which  could  be  poffibly  i^red  fipm 

this 
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.  this  country,  and  I  am  much  concerned  to  find  that  you  have 
been  in  the  leaft  degree  difappoiatMl  in  your  expe^tion 
of  being  able  to  raile  men  for  that  corps. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  other  troops 
and  the  camp  equipage,  and  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  that 
Major  General  Grey  is  alfo  arrived/ 

You  will  probably  infer  from  the  general  terms  in  which  I 
have  above  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  late  letters,  that 
your  favour  of  June  5th  is  conse  to  hand ;  but  as  that  is  the 
only  letter,  to  the  accounts  of  which  I  have  not  alluded  in  my 
prelent  difpatchesy  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  that  I  have 
leceived  it,  and  its  eleven  inclofures. 

Having  heard  from  France,  and  bv  means  of  private  letters 
from  America,  that  you  had  embariced  the  troops  and  eva- 
cuated the  Jerfeys,  I  wait  with  impatience  for  the  receipt  of 
fiMoe  fre(b  difpatches  from  you,  having  no  doubt  but  that  you 
Juve  taken  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  tranfmitting  to  Europe 
an  account  of  a  movement  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  be 
produdive  of  decifive  confequences. 


Extraei  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germaine,  <&/^</ Philadelphia,  Oftober  21,  1777. 

{^Received  iji  December.] 

SINCE  the  march  of  the  army  from  the  head  of  the  Elkf 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  LordOiip's  feveral  difpatches^ 
No.  10,  II,  12,  and  feparate  letter  of  the  20th  of  May,  the 
duplicates  of  which  were  before  received,  alfo  the  original  and 
duplicate  of  the  12th  of  Jun^e,  enclofing  the  dates  of  Heffiaa 
chalFeurs  and  recruits  brought  out  by  Major  General  Robert- 
fon,  a  circular  letter  of  the  fame  date,  and  the  original  and 
duplicate  of  your  Lord(hip's  difpatch,  No.  14.  Thele  reached 
my  h^nds  at  German  Town  on  the  17th  inAant,  and  on  the 
19th  I  had  the  further  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  difpatches 
pf  the  6th  of «Auguft,  which  came  to  Nev9  York  by  the  Le 
DefjpeBcer  packet. 

The  inclofed  copies  of  reports  from  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Bri^ier  General  Campbell,  will  give 
your  JLordfliip  a  particular  inibraiaiioa  of  the  moft  material 
tranfadions  that  have  pafled  on  the  fide  of  New  York.  The 
very  important  and  brilliant  fucce£$  fet  forth  in  No.  3,  does 
infinite  honour  to  the  General  and  bis  troops,  and  muft  \^t 
W^nifA  with  the  bis(i  ooofequ^nces  to  his  Msgefty's  fervice. 

f  {%  The 
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The  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  King's  troops  on  this  lad  occa- 
fion  is  contained  in  return  No.  4. 

One  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  killed  in  the  different  at- 
tacks, 8  field  officers,  2  captains,  12  fubalterns,  and  about 
300  men  made  prifoners,  by  the  bed  accounts  that  could  be 
obtained  before  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  advices  were  dif- 
patched. 

On  the  19th  the  army  removed  from  German  Town  to  this 

?lace>  as  a  more  convenient  fituation  for  the  reduction  of  Fort 
(land,  which  at  prefent  is  an  obftrudion  to  the  paffage  of 
the  river,  as  the  upper  chevaux  de  frize  cannot  be  removed 
until  we  have  poflenion  of  that  poft.  The  difficulty  of  accefs 
has  rendered  the  redu6lion  of  it  a  much  more  tedious  opera- 
tion than  was  conceived  upon  our  arrival  here- 

I  am  to  requeft  that  additional  clqathing  may  be  fent  over 
for  5000  provincials,  which,  by  including  the  new  levies  ex- 
peded  to  be  raifed  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  countries^ 
will  certainly  be  wanting. 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 

Germainc,  tf^of/^// Philadelphia,  22^/ Oft.  1777. 

IRecehed  i^  December  1777.] 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  pri- 
vate letter  of  the  4th  of  Aucuft,  and  beg  the  acceptance  of 
my  affurances,  that  I  am  fully  fenfible  of  your  Lordfhip's 
good  intentions  towards  me. 

I  fhould  not  have  been  fo  preffing  for  the  return  of  the 
fenior  officers  of  the  guards,  but  from  the  ferious  inconveni- 
enciei  of  the  want  of  Brigadiers  in  the  line. 

This  packet  has  been  detained  longer  than  I  could  have 
foreftsen,  from  my  not  having  a  fafe  communication  with  the 
(hipping,  until  th^  army  reached  this  place.  The  variety  of 
occurrences  fince  that  period  has  prevented  my  prefent  dif- 
patches,  bm^  fooner  lent  off.  Your  Lordfhip  will  permit 
me  to  add,  1  have  never  neglefted  fending  the  earliefl  advices 
Aat  thd  fervice  on  which  I  was  employed  would  admit  of; 
yet,  ag  my  public  letters  mufl  be  written  with  every  degree  of 
precaution,  they  have  fometimes  been  tefs  forward  than  my 
wifhes  for  their  difpatch. 

The  rebels  having  reported  that  Lieutenant  General  Bur- 

tyne's  army  had  furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  will  no  doubt 
Tend  fuch  account  to  Europe  j  and  I  mention  this  circuin- 

ftance 


leu 
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ftance  to  your  Lordflilp  with  my  opinion,  that  it  is  totally 
falfe :  though  I  confefs  from  the  tenor  of  General  Burgbvne's 
lettars  and.  meflages  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  apprehend  the 
account  the  enemy  has  publiihed  of  his  retreat  to  be  true. 

t  was  furprized  to  tind  the  General's  declaration  in  his  meC- 
fage  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  by  Captain  Campbell,  **  that  he 
**  would  not  have  given  up  his  communications  with  Ticon- 
•*  dercga  had  he  not  cxpefted  a  co-operating  army  at  Albany  ;*' 
lince  in  my  letter  to  air  Guy  Carleton,  a  copy  of  which  was 
tranfraitted  to  your  Lordfliip  in  my  difpatch  of  the  2d  April^ 
1777,  No.  47.  and  of  which  his  Majeity  was  pleafed  to  ap« 
prove,  I  pofitively  mention  that  no  dired  adiftance  could  oe 
given  by  liie  fouthern  army.  This  letter  I  am  aflured  was  re- 
ceived by  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  carried,  by  him  to  Montreal 
before  General  Burgoyne's  departure  from  thence. 

There  being  no  profped  of  terminating  the  war  to  the 
advantage  of  Great  Britain  without  another  campaign,  and  not 
tiun  unlefs  ample  fuccours  be  fent  from  Europe,  1  am  per- 
iiiaded  (leaving  fmaller  objeds  out  of  the  fcale,  andattending 
oiily  to  thofe  of  real  magnitude)  that  1  do  not  exceed,  when 
1  rate  the  number  requiiite  to  obtain  this  defirable  end  at 
10,000  men,  exdufive  of  the  drafts  and  recruits  for  the  Bri- 
ti(h  regiments,  as  mentioned  in  my  difpatch.  No.  69,  and  in«> 
dependent  of  the  northern  troops :  for  the  arihies  in  New 
England  mud  be  very  powerful,  and  the  force  to  slSL  againft 
the  fouthern  provinces  to  efFedl,  cannot  be  lefs  than  15,000 
men,  befldes  the  (Irength  neceflary  for'  the  defence  of  this 
place  and  New  York-  When  your  Lordihip  is  pleafed  to 
take  thefe  opinions  into  conQderation,  I  flatter  myfelf  you 
will  find  them  jufi. 

I  mud  now  heg  leave  to  add  a  few  words  relative  to  niy 
own  fituation  in  the  important  truft  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
hold,  and  in  the  difcharge  of  which  I  can  confidently  affirm, 
that  my  fole  view  has  been  invariably  confined  to  the  advance- 
ment of  his  Majefty 's  interefts. 

From  the  little  attention,  my  Lord,  given  to  my  recotp- 
mendations  fmce  the  commencement  of  my  command,  I 
am  led  to  hope  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  this  very  painful 
•fervice,  wherein  I  have  not  the  good  fortune  to  enjoy  the  ne- 
ceflary confidence  and  fupport  oT  my  fuperiors,  but  which  I 
conclude  will  be  extended  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  my  prefump- 
tive  fucceflbr,  or  to  fuch  other  fervant  as  the  King  may  be 
pleafed  to  appoint.     By  the  return  therefore  of  the  packet,  I 

F  f  3  humbly 
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l^umbly  f^qtieft  I  may  receive  his  Majeily's  permiflion  to  re-t 
lign  the  coinmand. 


Copy  of  a  Litter  from  General  5/V  William  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germaine»</<fl/^</ Philadelphia,  2^thOQ,.  1777. 
[^Receivediji  Htctmhtv.'] 

..Mv  Lord, 
.  The  enemy  having  entrenched  about  800  men  at  Red 
9anj£,  upon  the  Jerfey  (hore,  fome  little  diftance  above  ¥ox% 
idandy  Colonel  Donop,  with  three  battalions  of  Heffian  gre-* 
nddiersy  the  regiment  of  Mirback,  and  the  infantry,  chafTcurs^ 
croOed  the  Delaware  on  the  lift  inft.  to  Cooper's  Ferry,  opr 
podxt  to  this  town,  with  directions  to  proceed  to  the  attack 
of  thatpoft.  The  detachment  marched  a  part  of  the  way  on 
Aie  fame  day,  and  on  the  22d,  in  the  afternoon,  was  before  Red 
Bank:  Colonel  bonop  immediately  made  the  bed  difpofitiony 
and  led  on  the  troops  in  the  moft  gallant  manner  to  the  aflault* 
They  carried  an  extenfive  outwork,  froni  whence  the  enemy 
iivtit  driven  into  an  interior  intrcnchment>  which  could  not 
be  forced  without  ladders,  being  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  with 
a  parapet  boarded  and  fraized.  The  detachment  in  moving 
up  ind  returning  the  attack  was  much  galled  by  the  enemy^ 
]|alliesand  floatmg  batteries. 

Colonel  Donop  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Minningerode  bet- 
ing both  wounded,  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Linfing,  Who,  after  collcding  all  the  wounded  that 
could  be  brought  off>  marched  that  night  about  five  miles  to- 
wards Cooper  s  Ferry,  and  on  the  following  morning  returned 
with  the  detachment  to  camp. 

Colonel  Donop  unfortunately  had  his  thigh  fo  much  frac- 
tured by  a  mufquet  b^Il,  that  he  could  not  be  removed,  but 
I  fince  underftand  there  are  fome  hopes  of  his  recovery,— 
There  were  feveral  brave  officers  loft  upon  this  occafion,  in 
which  the  utmoft  ardour  and  courage  were  difplayed  by  both 
officers  and  foldiers. 

On  the  23d,  the  Augufta,  in  coming  up  the  river,  with 
fome  other  (hips  of  war,  to  engage  the  enenjy's  gallies  near 
the  fort,  got  aground,  and  by  fdme  accident  taking  fire  inlhe 
a£lion,  was  unavoidablv  confumed;  but  i  do  not  hearther^ 
were  any  lives  loft.  The  Merlin  floop  alfo  grounded,  and 
the  other  fhips  being  obliged  to  remove  to  a  dilTance  froni  the 
iexplofion  of  the  Augufta,  it  became  expedient  to  evacuate 
and  burn  her  alfo. 

Thefe 
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Thcfc  difappointmentSy  however,  will  not  prevent  the  mod 
vigorous  meafures  being  purfued  for  the  redudion  of  the  fort, 
which  will  give  us  the  paflage  up  the  river. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 
P.  S.  I  have  the  fatisfa^ion  to  indofe  to  your  LordQiip  a 
report  juft  received  of  a  very  fpirited  piece  of  fervicc  per-r 
formed  by  Major  General  Vaughan  and  Sir  James  Wallace 
Op  the  Hudfon's  River. 


The  follvuoinz  is  a  Copy  and  Exira£i  of  Hvc  Letters  from  th0 
Honourable  General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  Georg^ 
Gcrmaine,  dated  Philadelphia,  Nov.  28,  1777. 
[Received  'jth  January  1788.  J 
My  Lord, 
FROM  a  variety  of  difficulties  attending  the  conftrnflion 
of  additional  batteries  in  a  morafs,  agalnft  the  fort  upon  Mud 
Ifland,  and  in  tranfportation  of  the  guns  aud  ftores,  they  wert 
not  opened  againft  tne  enemy's  defences  until  the  roth  inftant. 
On  tne  15th,  the  wind  proving  fair,  the  Vigilant  armed  ihip, 
carrying  16  24  pounders,  and  a  hulk  with  three  24  pounders^ 

Bit  up  to  the  fort  through  the  channel  between  Providence  and 
og  Ifland  ;  thefe,  aflifted  by  feveral  (hips  of  war  in  the  eafl:* 
cm  channel,  as  well  as  by  the  batteries  on  fliore,  did  fuch  ex* 
ecutton  upon  the  fort  and  collateral  block-houfes,  that  the 
enemy,  dreading  an  impending  aflault,  evacuated  the  ifland 
in  the  flight  between  the  15th  and  i6th,  and  it  was  poflefled 
the  1 6th  at  day-break  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  guards.  Much 
commendation  is  due  to  Brigadier  General  Cleaveland,  to  the 
oflicers  and  men  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  to  the  troops  in 

! general  employed  upon   this   fervice,  attended  with  great 
atigue. 

The  enemy's  fire  upon  the  fliips  of  war,  the  Vigilant  and 
hulk,  from  two  floating  batteries,  17  galleys  and  armed  vef- 
fels,  and  from  a  battery  on  the  Jerfey  ihore,  was  exceedingly 
heavy  ;  but  the  gallantry  difplayedby  the  naval  commanders;, 
their  oflicers  and  feamen,  on  this  occafion,  fruftrated  all  their 
efforts,  and  contributed  principally  to  the  reduftion  of  the 
enemy's  works.  Permit  me  at  the  fame  lime  to  report  to  your 
Lordlhip,  that  the  perfeverance  of  the  officers  iand  feamen 
employed  in  bringing  up  (lores  from  the  fleet,  under  the  con- 
duct of  Captain  Duncan  of  the  Eagle,  demand  my  highed 

F  f  4  acknow- 
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acknowledgtrfents  \  and  that  the  fcrviccs  they  rendered  were 
inoft  eflential,  and  borne  with  the  utmoft  cheariulnefs. 

.  I  have  the  honour  to  iaclofe  a  return,  No.  i,  of  the  can- 
non and  {lores  found  in  the  fort.  The  eneniy's  lofs  during 
the  fiege  is  computed  to  have  been  400  killed  and  v^onnded. 
The  lofs  to  the  rCing's  troops  was  only  feven  killed  and  five 
wounded. 

On  the  i8th  at  night  Lord  Cornwallis  marched  with  a 
corps  from  camp,  and  paffed  the  Delaware  on  the  19th  from 
Chefter  to  Billing's  Fort,  where  he  was  joined  by  Major  Ge- 
neral Sir  Thomas  Wilfon,  with  a  corps  that  arrived  a  few 
days  before  from  New  York  under  his  command,  having  with 
him  Brigadier  General  Lellie  and  Pattifon. 

As  foon  as  the  ncceflUry  preparations  were  made,  his  Lord- 
fhip  purfuedhis  march  to  attack  the  enemy  intrenched  at  Red 
Bank.  Upof>  his  approach  the  rc^bels  evacuated  the  poft,  and 
retired  to  Mount  Holly,  where  they  joined  a  corps  of  obfer- 
vatton,  detached  from  the  main  army  of  the  rebels,  encamped 
at  White  Marsh.  His  Lordfliip  found  in  the  enemy's  works, 
cannon,  ammunition,  and  ftorcs,  as  per  return.  No.  2.  The 
intrenchments  being  demoliflied,  his  corps  returned  byGlou- 
cefter  on  the  27th,  and  joined  the  army  rn  this  camp. 

Theenemy'sfhippinghavingnalongcrany  protedion,and 
not  finding  it  advifeable  to  attempt  the  pafTa^e  of  the  river, 
the  channel  being  commanded  by  the  batteries  of  the  towa 
and  the  Delaware  frigate,  they  were  quitted  without  beins 
difmantled,  and  burnt  on  the  night  between  the  20th  ar^d 
2ift  ;  but  the  gallies  of  a  fmaller  draught  of  water,  by  keep- 
ing clofe  along  the  Jerfey  (hore,  efcaped  from  the  great 
breadth  of  the  river. 

A  forward  movement  againft  the  enemy  will  immediately 
take  place,  and  hope  will  be  attended  with  the  fuccefs  that  is 
due  to  the  fpirit  and  adlivity  of  his  Majefty's  troops. 

The  paflage  of  the  river,  by  the  redu£tion  of  the  two  places 
afore-mentioned,  has  been  fufficiently  opened  to  bring  up 
frigates  and  tranfpbrts ;  but  the  removal  of  the  chevaux  de 
frize  is  poftponed  to  a  more  favourable  feafon. 

Major  General  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon  having  reprc- 
fented  the  very  critical  fituation  of  his  private  concerns  in 
England,  has  my  leave  to  return,  and  has  taken  charge  of  my 
difpatches  to  y«ur  Lordfliip,  by  the  Eagle  packet. 
With  the  moft  perfedl  refpeS, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lerd. 
Gcrmaine,  dated  Philadelphia,  29/A  Nov.  1777. 
[^Received  'jthjzn.  1778.J 

Mv  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  Lordfhip  a  copy 
of  Major  General  Vaughan's  fecond  report  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  of  his  obfervations  upon  the  North  River,  foon  after 
which  he  returned  to  York,  and  remains  there  under  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  command. 

The  laft  accounts  I  have  received  from  Rhode  Ifland  men- 
tion a  defcent  which  the  enemy  threatened  upon  that  place 
about  the  30th  OSober,  and  of  confiderable  preparations 
they  bad  made  with  that  dcfign ;  but  the  difpomion  of  th^ 
Admiral  and  Major  General  Pigot  to  oppofe  them,  together 
with  the  fpirited  behaviour  of  the  tnhat^itants  who  alTociat^ 
for  the  defence  of  Newport^  induced  them  to  defift  and  fe- 
parate. 

By  Lieutenant  General  Bureoyne*s  convention  with  Major 
General  Gates,  the  troops  included  therein  were  to  have  em- 
barked from  Bodon  ;  but  the  fcafoii  being  too  far  advanced 
for  light  iranfports  to  get  round  from  hence,  they  have  been 
fent  to  Rhode  Ifland,  under  a  prefumption  that  this  variation 
in  the  place  of  embarking  may  be  permitted  without  deviat- 
ing from  the  fpirit  of  the  convention. 

My  lad  letters  from  Nova  Scotia  have  not  contained  any 
thine  material,  neither  are  they  of  a  late  date.  Major  General 
Malfey  had  at  that  time  detached  a  fmall  corps  to  Saint  John's 
River  to  check  fome  inimical  meafures,  of  which  he  had  re- 
ceived advice,  wherein  his  detachment  was  fuccefsful. 

From  Saint  Auguftine  no  advices  have  been  received  for  a 
length  of  time,  wherefore  it  is  not  in  my  power  tp  give  your 
Lordlbip  the  fmalleft  certain  information  relative  to  the  Flo- 
rida provinces. 

With  the  moft  perfeft  refpeft, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.Howe- 

l.!  Copy 
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Ca^  of  a  LefteTy  fmtktifrtvafe^from  'Sir  W.  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germain,  //fir/i"^  Philadelphia^  3o/ANov.  1777. 

[^Recehni  jth  January  1778.] 

My  Lord, 

In  cohrequiitiee  6f  the  mtsfortfine  that  has  fallen  upon  Ihe 
troops  under  Lieptcndftt  General  Biirgoynfe's  cottitasttidf  a  con- 
fiderable  reitifbrcement  from  General  Gates's  corps  has  joidedl 
General  Wafhihgfon.  The  hopes  of  the  people  at  large,  a^ 
well  as  of  the  rebel  army,  are  greatly  raifed  from  tbis^  event  f 
ztid  I  im  free  td  own,  I  do  not  apprehend  a  fuccefdful  terlnU 
itetion  to  the  war  from  afty  advantages  his  Majcfty*s  tfct&p§ 
ran  gain  while  the  enemy  id  abte  to  avoid  of  unwilling. to 
hazard  a  decffive  ^dton^  which  might  induce  the  leaders  in 
Rebellion  to  make  an  overture  for  peace^  or  that  this  is  to  bd 
tepefied,  unlefs  a  refpe£lable  addition  to  the  army Js  fent  ftdtti 
lurope  toa£l  early  irt  the  enfuittg  year,  as  has  been  ftt  forth  in 
my  difpatches  to  your  Lordfhip  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ciiy- 
ler,  when  circutnftances  were  in  fomc  degree  different,  if 
this  ineafure  is  judged  to  be  inexpedient,  or  cannot  be  carried 
into  execution,  the  event  of  the  war  will  be  very  donbtfuL 

Were  any  one  of  the  three  principal  objt&SiViti  NewYof k^ 
Ehode  Iffand,  or  Philadelphia,  given  up,  to  ftrengtiien  the  de- 
fence of  the  other  two,  one  corps  to  aft  offenfively  might  bft 
found  ;  in  the  mean  time  fuch  a  cedion  would  operate  in  th4 
minds  of  the  people  ftrongljr  againft  his  Majfefty's  interefts :  bat 
fiiould  your  Lordfhip  find  it  advifeabje  for  the  army  t0  aft  in* 
tirclyon  the  defenfive  during  the  .next  campaign,  in  order  to 
prepare  a  force  in  Europe  for,  ttie  fucceeding  onej  which  may 
be  decifive,  the  prefent  acquifitions  will,  I  truft^  be  prefervea; 

This  meafure  would  undoubtedly  expofe  the  enemy  to 
much  diftrefs  for  the  fupport  of  their  armies,  from  thediflS- 
cnliies  of  obtaining  exterior  fupplieS,  as  alfo  from  the  conti*- 
nuance  of  a  very  heavy  expence  for  their  fubfiftence.  It  might> 
on  the  other  hand,  by  plotrafting  the  war,  pr«Kluce  events 
which  it  may  not  be  prudent  to  rifk. 

Ajs  a  duty  I  owe  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
M^Jefty*s  commands,  I  candidly  declare  my  opinion,  that  in 
ihj^  apparent  temper  of  the  Americans  a  confrderable  addition 
i6  the  preftnt  force  will  be  requifite  for  efFeftingany  efTentia! 
cban&e  in  their  difpofition,  and  the  re-ellabliihment  of  tht 
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King's  authority^  aifd  that  this  army  aAing  an  the  dafenfiv^ 
will  De  fully  employed  to  maintain  its  prefcnt  poflefiions. 

With  the  mod  perfedl  refpe£t  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc$ 
&c*&c.  WtUowfi. 

Ofyrfa-Litierf^omSir  Wm«  Howeff  Lard  Geo.  Germaine^ 
aaied  Philadelphia,  30/ibNov.  1777. 

I  Received  qth  January  1778.] 
My  Lord, 

IT  is  with  reludance  that  I  am  to  trouble  your  Lord(hip 
vritb  a  late  tranfadion  of  the  Secretary  at  War  \  but  appre- 
hending it  would  not  be  fubmitted  to  by  any  Commander  ill 
Chief,  naving  a  fimilaf  commilfion  to  mine,  with  the  fulled 
i^urances  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  King's  name  of 
his  Majefty's  gracious  intention,  that  the  Secretary  at  War 
fliould  not  interfere  in  oppoiition  to  the  powers  therein  con- 
tained, I  efteem  myfelf  bound  to  lay  the  cafe  before  your 
Lordihip. 

Lord  Barrington,  by  leuer  dated  the  7th  June,  acquainted 
me,  that  Lieut.  Barrington  of  the  7th  regiment  was  preferred 
by  purchafe  to  a  comoany  in  the  70th.  In  confequence  of 
this  advice  I  appointed  Enfign  Papley  from  the  37th  regiment 
Lieutenant  in  the  70th  by  commiilion,  bearing  date  the  26th 
Odober  1777;  flncethen  lam  informed  L^rd  Barrington 
has  obtainca  the  Kine'scommiflion  fdr  an  officer  (Lieut.  Ordj 
in  that  fucceflion,  and  that  he  now  is  with  the  corps. 

I  (hall  not  trouble  your  Lordfliip  further  on  this  point  than 
to  exprefs  my  hopes  of  being  relieved,  in  confequence  of  my 
letter  of  the  a2d  Odober,  from  all  difputes  with  the  Secretary 
at  War,  in  which  it  is  with  great  concern  I  find  I  have  not 
met  -d  fopport  reconcilable  to  my  fituatioa. 

I  am,  &c.  Wm*  Howe. 

Cepy  nf  a  Litter  from  Lord  George,  Germaine  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  18/A  Auguft  1777. 

[^Received  12th  December  1777*] 
SIR, 
I  HAVE  lately  received  from  Mr.  Calbeck,  the  Prcfiding 
Member  ot  the  Council  in  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  the  ftrongelt 
reprefentations  of  the  dangers  to  which  tlie  perfons  and  pro- 
perties 
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perties  of  the  fettlers  are  expofed  from  the  difafFeded  inhabi- 
taots  of  the  oppoftte  coaft  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  depreda* 
tions  of  ihe  rebel  privateers. 

The  preparations  they  had  been  making  for  their  fccurity, 
in  confeqtience  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Calbeck  of  the  6th 
February  1776,  authorizing  him  lo  raife  a  company  of  100 
men,  and  to  conftrtift  ibme  works  iipon  the  eminences  near 
Charlotte  Town,  had  greatly  ferved  to  abate  thofe  fears  which 
the  cnrehy  exercifed  by  the  rebels  in  their  attempt  upon  that 
ifiandin  November  1775  had  excited  ;  and  they  were  proceed^ 
ing  in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms  with  Ibme  fpint  when- 

{our  letter* to  Mr.  CafbeCk  of  the  4th  of  June,  acquainting 
im  that  the  Adniiral  at  your  requeft  hadgiven  direaions  for 
luinging  away  the  cannon  at  Charlotte  Town,  which  would 
lender  the  company  he  had  intended  to  raife  unneceflanr, 
and  th9t  the  ifland  would  be  proteded  by  a  floop  of  war  for 
llie  prefent,  and  the  (Nation  of  a  frigate  between  it  and  the 
Gnt  of  Canceaux  in  future,  renycd  their  apprehenftons,  put 
a  flop  to  all  improvement,  and  prevented  any  increafe  of  m* 
liabitants* 

1  muft  cohfefs  to  you  that  I  do  not  think  the  alarm  they 
have  taken  is  without  grounds,  for  circumilanced  as  that 
iiland  is,  the  ftation  of  a  (hip  of  war  to  cruize  between  it  and 
the  Gut  of  Canceaux,  though  very  neceffary,  is  neverthelefs 
but  a  precarious  protcAion  againit  the  depredations  of  theif 
oppofite  nefghbouis,  and  the  fmall  rebel  cruisers,  even  during 
the  feafon  the  Tea  is  open,  and  none  at  all  when  the  fea  is  (hut 
up,  or  become  fo  dangerous  that  none  of  the  Kind's  (hips  can 
be  allowed  to  remain  m  it.  It  is  his  Majeity's  wi(h  therefore 
that  fome  more  certain  prote£tipn  (hould  be  given  to  that  ifland^ 
either  by  (Rationing  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  men  from 
Goreham's  or  any  other  of  the  corps  raifed  in  America  which 
you  can  beft  fpare  for  this  fervice,  or  in  cafe  you  Iball  not 
think  it  proper  to  fend  any  detachment  thither,  by  renewing 
your  former  diredlions  to  Mr.  Calbeck  to  raife  a  company  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  iiland,  upon  the  fame  footing  as 
the  otiier  American  levies^  and  to  be  paid  by  you  out  of  the 
aimy  extraordinaries. 

I  am,  &c«  G.£0.  Germaii^: 


Ofj 
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iUfy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  Willtam 
Howe,  A//</ Whitehall,  3^/Sept.  1777. 

\ Received  I2th  December.] 
SIR, 
THE  late  arrival  in  Eoeland  of  feveral  of  the  King's  offi- 
cers, and  others  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjefts,  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  bas  enabled  the  governors  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces, who  have  been  fome  time  here,  to  colled  fuch  in-* 
formation  refpeding  their  (late  and  the  difpofitions  of  the 
people  as  to  warrant  their  drawing  up  and  prefenting  to  me  a 
joint  memorial,  containing  their  opinion  ot  the  prafticability 
and  importance  of  reducing  thofe  provinces,  in  the  courfe.of 
.next  wmter,  to  his  Majedy's  obedience ;  and  as  that  meafum 
makes  a  part  of  your  plan  of  operations,  which  has  been  ap«- 
proved  by  the  Kmc,  I  think  it  proper  tofend  you  theincl4)(ed 
copv  of  thefe  gendemens'  memorial,  as  it  may  furnifb  you 
witn  fome  information  which  may  be  ufeful  in  the  execution 
of  that  very  eflential  fervice. 

I  am,  &c»  Geo.  Germain. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  3^/  Sept.  1777. 

{Received  i2th  December.] 
SIR, 
HIS  Majefty,  apprehending   that  you  mean  to  carry  this 
campaign  mto  part  of  the  next  winter,  hath  commanded  me 
to  inform  you  tnat  he  trufts  you  will  give  leave  to  as  few  as 

Ejflible  of  the  general  officers  ferving  under  vou  to  return  ti# 
urope,  and  to  none  of  them  who  dp  not  mew  to  you  the 
oeccfiity  of  their  abfence.  • 

As  great  inconvenience  would  often  ariife  to  the  fervice  if 
general  officers  were  permitted  to  take  their  Aid  de  Camps 
from  the  corps  of  engineers,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  order 
•  that  pradice  to  be  diicontinued ;  but  i  am  to  acquaint  you  the 
King  did  not  mean  that  the  order  (hould  aiFedt  his  Comman^ 
der  in  Chief,  further  than  to  prevent  his  appointing  the  Chief 
Engineer  in  his  army  one  of  his  Aid  de  Camps.  Should  you 
think  proper  to  appoint  any  other  officer  of  that  corps  ferving 
under  you,  the  King,  in  order  to  prevent  that  branch  of  fer- 
vice fufFering,  means  to  fupply  his  place  from  hence  ;  you  will 
therefore  give  me  leave  to  lubmit  \q  your  cgnfideration,  whe- 
ther^ 
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thcr,  when  you  choofe  to  have  an  AicJ  dc  Camp  an  offjccr  of 
the  corps  of  engineers,  it  will  not  be  better  to  nayp  him  froni 
hence  than  to  take  one  of  thofe  already  ferving  in  your  army. 
I  am,  &c.  G^o.  Germain.' 

Extraif  of  a  Letter  from  L$r4  George  Germain  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  ^tf/^fl?  WhitehaU,  3^  September  1777. 

[Received  I2th  December*] 

AS  Mr.  Wafliington^s  determination  of  June  loth,  relativie 
to  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  is  in  all  probability  a  refolMfioci 
from  which  no  arguments  on  our  part  will  induce  hiaa  to  re- 
cede, it  becomes  neceifary  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  a  fi^itr 
icfs  negociation. 

As  you  will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  obviate  the  incon'*- 
venience  which  muft  refult  from  the  miftake  qommitt^  by 
the  Helfian  chaffeiirs,  I  cannot  but  be  concerned  at  their  neg-> 
led,  efpecially  as  it  is  impoffible  to  fupply  the  deficiency  oy 
a  timely  tranfmiifion  of  faddles  and  accoutrements  from  . 
Europe. 

The  JSarl  of  Suffolk  will  make  immediate  application  for 
them. 

Extra£f  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  ^f/r  William 
Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  yi  September  1777. 

{Received  I2th  December.] 

YOUR  letters  of  June  8th,  July  5th,  6jh,  7th,  8th,  gth^ 
15th,  and  17th  came  to  hand  on  th^  22d  Auguft,  and  I  haud 
the  honour  of  laying  them,  together  with  the  inclofures,  be* 
fore:  ihe  King. 

As  you  exprefs  a  wifh  that  my  difpatches  may  ^e  forwarded 
to  New  York  as  ufual,  I  (hall  avail  myfelf  of  the  packet  which 
fails  on  Thurfday  next  for  that  place ;  though  her  carfy  de- 
parture will  not  only  prevent  me  from  returning  afepsur^tfead- 
fwer  to  your  feveral  favours,  but  alfo  make  it  necei&ry  for  me 
to  confine  myfelf  to  the  principal  and  moft  material  parts  of 
your  letters. 

His  Majefty  is  much  pleafed  with  the  attention  which  has 
been  paid  by  you  and  Lord  Howe  to  the  importation  of  jum 
and  molafles,  which  ha$  been  evidently  produdUre  of  fb  muiA 
nifchief  i  and  trulls  that  thQ  ftep  which  you  have  taken,  will, 

in 
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in  concurrence  with  the  meafures  purfujod  by  y  w  in  your  re-* 
fpedfve  departments,  contribute  greatly  to  t^e  diftreffing  of 
tiie  rebels. 

I  «m  commanded  to  acquaint  yoU|  th^t  the  great  merit  of 
the  troopSy  who  were  engaged  in  the  aSion  of  the  26th' June, 
is  acknowledged  by  his  Majefty  ;  and  that  he  was  graciouflv: 
pleafed  to  fignify  his  approbation  of  their  condud.  The  I0& 
fuftained  was  inconflderable ;  but  I  mu$  lalways  feel  great 
concern  when  I  recoiled  that  the  army,  by  the  death  of  Cap- 
tain Finch,  has  been  deprived  of  an  officer  who  gave  tiic 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  military  genius,  and  promifed  to  oe  an  or* 
naitient  to  the  profeiPton  of  arms.    - 

I  have  tbe  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that,  in  coifipliance  witl| 
jfour  requeft,  the  Mafter  of  the  Lady  Gage  Tranfport  will 
receive  no  orders  here  which  can  interfere  with  tbofe  he  ce-!- 
cetved  in  North  America,  or  prevent  bim  from  forthwith  pr(>- 
curing  and  conveying  to  you  the  wine  and  i;:fre(hraents  of 
which  the  army  may  ftaod  in  need. 

You  may  be  aiTured  that  everv  pofTible  exertion  will  he 
made  in  order  to  complete  the  Dritifii  regiments  under  your 
connmaod ;  and  I  (hould  have  been  happy  if  your  requifitioa 
of  a  corps  of  Ruffians  could  have  been  complied  with — Un- 
fortunately they  cannot  be  had.  But  his  Majedy  is  fo  very 
defirous  of  furniftiing  you  with  fuch  tropps  as  you  may  thins 
neceflary  for  the  fervice,  that  every  meafure  will  be  taken  to 
procure  as  many  others  as  poilible. 

The  tanned  leatber  belts  and  flight  pouches,  which  you  ris- 
commend  for  the  Provincials,  will  be  ordered. 

As  you  Aill  continue  to  think  that  it'  wqiild  be  convenient 
to  have  a  General  Officer  appointed  to  command  in  Weft 
Florida,  his  Majefty  confents  that  you  Ihould.  majce  fuch  ap- 
pointment. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  recommendation  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Patterfon  ;  and  as  you  will  perceive  that  he  is 
included  in  the  general  promotion  (jan  account  of  which  will 
by  thi&  packet  be  tranfmitted  to  yoju  by  the  Secretary  at  War) 
I  need  only  obferv^  to  you  bis  Majelly  wa^  pleafed  toexpref^ 
kis  approbation  of  the  Colonel's  fervices. 

I  was  extremely  forcy  |o  have  fuch  certain  proofs  as  yoy 
aflS:)rded  me  (in  the  copies  of  papers  relative  to  Eaft  and 
Weft  Florida),  that  the  Southern  Indians  do  not  manileft  that 
difpofaion  to  aft  in  favour  of  Government  which  ^e  had 
been  taught  to  exped ;  but  as  you  have  difcovered  the  fourcc 
^  their  prefent   indi^erence,  IJiope  that  the  orders  which 
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you  have  iflued  will  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  the  agents  em- 
ployed by  the  rebels,  and  fecure  the  future  aiFedion  of  the 
Savages. 

Tile  behaviour  of  Governor  Tonyn,  Brigadier  .General  and 
Major  Prevoft,  upon  the  late  invafiun  of  Ealt  Florida,  is  much 
approved  by  his  Majefty ;  and  I  hope  that  a  perfuafion  of 
their  zeal  and  abilities  may  deter  the  rebels  from  a  profeca- 
tiott  of  their  plan,  and  enfure  fecurity  and  quiet  to  the  pro- 
vince for  a  longer  term  than  the  prefent  fummer. 

Having  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing,  tjiat  the  troops  were 
all  fafely  embarked,  and  that  the  fleet  was  feen  on  July  27th 
off  Cape  Henlopen,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  (hall  foon  have  the 
fatisfa£lion  of  receiving  advices  of  confequence  from  Philadel- 
phia. 1  (hall  have  a  very  fincere  pleaiure  in  congratulating 
you  upon  the  expedked  fuccefs  of  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand. In  the  mean  time  you  will  ^ive  me  leave  to  partake  of 
the  joy  whicU  you  muft  have  derived  from  the  accounts  of 
General  Burgoyne's  rapid  progrefs,  and  the  fair  profpedl 
which  you  now  have  of  an  earlier  jundion  than  you  lately 
fuppofed  likely  to  be  efiefted. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Sir  William  Howe  to  l^rd 

George  Germain,  ^^W  Philadelphia,  December  13,  1777. 

[Received  January  18/A,  1778. J 

LORD  Cornwall  is  having  applied  for  leave  of  abfence  to 
attend  his  private  bufinefs  in  Europe,  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  fending  my  difpatches  by  his  Lordlhip  in  the  Brilliant 
armed  (hip. 

Since  my  laft,  the  enemy  being  joined  by  upwards  of  /our 
thoufand  men,  with  cannon,  from  the  Northern  army,aJilem- 
bled  their  whole  force  in  a  ftrong  camp  at  Whitemarfh,  co* 
vered  in  part  by  Sandy  Run,  fourteen  miles  diftant  from 
hence^  with  their  right  to  Wiffahichon-Creek. 

Upon  a  prefumption  that  a  forward  move  might  tempt  the 
enemy,  after  receiving  fuch  reinforcement,  to  give  battle  for 
the  recovery  of  this  place,  or  that  a  vulnerable  part  might  be  ^ 
found  to  admit  of  an  attack  upon  their  camp,  the  army  march- 
ed on  the  night  of  the  4th  inftant,  the  van  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwaliis,  the  main  body  by  Lieu- 
tenant-general Knyphaufen,  and  on  the  D&iiX  morning  took 
poll  upon  Chefnut-hill,  in  front  of  the  enemy's  right.  The 
enemy  foon  after  detached  a  corps  of  1000  men  to  attack  the 
light  infantry  polled  in  front,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Abercromby  ;  the  confoquence  of  which  W489 
'  tliat  upon  the  flrlt  unfct  of  the  2d  battalion  of  light  infantry, 

and 
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and  part  of  the  firft,   they  wei^  inftanjj^'^ai^er^'^ 
lofs  of  between  thirtj  in!*  forty  men  killed  and  womiicay 
and  a  brigadier  made  prifoner.  -     -  *  ■         -  - 

.  Not  judging  ir  advisable  jto  attack 'tbeijnptny's  rigbf;  the 
army,  having  remained  in  the  fame  poTitioh  du^ng  tbcSdi, 
marched  at  one  o'clock  in  the  raormng  of  the  7th#  the  van 
and  main  body  commanded  as  before,  t6  take  poll  on  Ed^- 
Hill)  one  mile  diftant  from  the  enemy's  left.  A  corprbf  ^pqe . 
thoufand  men,  compofed  of  riflemen  y.  and  other  troops,  from 
the  enemy's  Nocthern  army,  were  found  by  the  van^guacd 
pofted  on  this  hill  with  cannon.  Lord  CornwaUis  imme- 
diately attacked  with  the  firft  light  infantry,  fupported  by  the 
Sd  regiment,  and  defeated  this  body,  with  a  confiderable 
s  of  officers  and  men,  their  cannon  narrowly  efcaping^ 
The  thicknefs  of  the  wood  where  the  rebels  were  pofted,  con- 


cealing them  from  the  view  of  the  light  infantry,  occafloned 
the  lois  of  one  officer  killed,  three  wounded,  and  between 
twenty  and  thirty  men  killed  and  wounded,  from  their  firft 
fite. 

Major-general  Grey  with  his  brigade  light  infarttry  of 
the  guards,  Q^ieen's  rangers,  Hcffian  and  Anfpach  chalTeurs, 
lodc  poft  upon  the  left,  in  front  of  the  enemy's  centre.  A 
detachment  to  harrafs  this  corps  was  immediately  routed  by 
the  General's  advanced  guard,  compofed  of  his  light  troops« 
with  a  lofs  to  the  enemy  of  fifty  kilted  and  woundi^. 

Your  Lordihip  will  fee,  by  the  inclofed  return,  the  lofs 
ftiftained  by  the  King's  troops  in  the  above-mentioned  at- 
tacks. 

The  enemy's  camp  being  as  ftrong  on  their  centre  and  left 
as  upon  the  right,  their  feeming  determination  to  hold  this  po- 
fition,  and  unwilling  to  expofe  the  troops  longer  to  the  wea^ 
ther  in  this  inclement  feafon,  without  tents  or  baggaep  of  any 
kind  for  officers  or  men,  I  returned  on  the  8th  to  this  place. 
The  rear- guard,  under  the  command  of  Lord  CornwaUis^ 
quitted  Edge-hill  on  the  right,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, without  the  fmalleil  appearance  of  the  enemy;  and 
Maior-general  Grey  retiring  from  his  pod  at  the  fame  time, 
without  the  leafl  moleflation,  the  army  arrived  at  this  camp 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

On  the  nth,  at  day-break,  Lord  CornwaUis,  with  Major- 
general  Grant  tmder  his  command,  pafled  the  Schuylkill 
with  a  (Irong  corps  and  the  waggons  of  the  army,  to  colleA 
forage  for  the  wintcr-fupply,  which  his  Lordihip  accomplifh' 
cd,  and  returned  yefterday  evening. 

VoL.X.  ■         Gs  The 
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The  enemy  having  quilted  their  camp  at  White- marfli  fomc 
hours  before  Lord  Cornwaliis  marched  from  heiice,  hiis  Lord- 
fliip  met  the  head  of  their  army  at  a  bridge  they  had  thrown 
over  the  Schuylkill,  ne^r  to  Matfon's  F'ord,  about  three  miles 
below  Sweed's  Ford,  atnd  fifteen  mile^  didant  from  hence. 
Over  this  bridge  the  enemy  had  paiTed  800  men,  who  were 
immediately  difperfed  by  his  Lordfhip's  advanced  troops^ 
obliging  part  of  them  to  re-<:rof{»  it,  which  occafioned  Aich 
an  alarm  to  their  army«  that  they  broke  the  bridge ;  and 
his  Lordffaip  proceeded  to  forage  without  meeting  with  any 
interruption. 

The  eneihy's  intention  feems  to  be,  to  take  their  winter 
quarters  at  Carlifle,  York,  and  Lancafter,  and  probably,  they 
may  have  a  corps  at  Reading,  and  another  at  Burlington,  in 
Jerfey.  . 

The  71ft  regiment,  and  regiment  of  Mirback,  are  imme- 
diately to  embark,  to  reinforce  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  New 
York,  upon  his  rcprefcniation  of  a  want  or  troops  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  port ;  and  I  propofe  to  put  the  army  imme* 
Stately  into  winter- quarters  in  (his  town,  where  there  is  fuf-* 
ficient  room. 

Major-general   Daniel   Jones  is  arrived  at  New-Yorky 
And  orders  will  be  fent  to  him  to  Join  this  part  of  the  army* 
With  the  moft  perfeft  refpeS^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be>  &c. 

W.Howe. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  SirWiiliam  Havre  to  LordGoorg/t 
Germain,  dated  13/A  December  1777. 
^Received  jSLtiusitj  17, 1778.J 
Mv.LoRD,  ^  . 

Last  night  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lorfiiip^s 
difpatches  by  the  Lord  Sandwich  packet,  a3  per  margin^ 
and  (hall  defer  anfwering  them  by  this  conveyance^  as  thei^ 
does  not  appear  an  immediate  neceffity  for  To  doing,  and  par- 
4ricularjyj  as  I  am  anxious  to  difipatch  the  Brilliant,  that  your 
Xordfhip  may  have  the  earlieft  communication  with  Bad 
Cornwaliis,  whofe  knpwbdge.of  the  war^  in  which  he  has  had^ 
fo  great  a  (hare  of  fervice,  will,  I  am  confident,  enable  turn, 
to  give  your  Lord  (hip  the  mod  ample  information* 
I  have  the  honour  to  bc^ 

your  Lord&ip's,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


*  No.  15,  16,  17,  duplicates  ;  l7j  18,  IQ,  20,  originals  j  fe* 
/>^r5 re;  5d  September  1777* 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  io  Lord  George 
Germain,  ^^tf/i'^  Philadelphia^  15/^  January  1778. 

My  Lord,  {^Received  t4/hMsirA,2 

I  BEG  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordfliip,  in  anfwer 
to  yourdifpatch  No.  17,  refpeSing  the  Ifland  of  St.  John, 
that  finding,  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Calbeck,  prefident  of 
the  council  there,  the  company  of  100  men,  which  he  had 
engaged  to  raife,  would  not  be  fufficient  for  the  defence  of 
Charlotte-town  againft  the  difafFeded  French  tnhabitailts, 
and  the  piratical  cruizers,  who  might  be  tempted  to  an  in* 
.vafion,  merely  with  a  view  of  fecuring  the  guns ;  I  judged 
it  expedient  to  remove  them, from  thence,  concluding  the 
ifland  would  remain  in  greater  fecurity  from  thofe  cruizers, 
when  the  principal  objedl  was  withdrawn,  thaii  by  a  (hew 
of  defence,  the  weaknefs  of  which  muft  be  foon  difcoveied. 
Bcfides  Mr.  Calbeck's  demands  for  ftores,  proviHons,  &c. 
were  fuch  that,  in  the  then  fituation  of  affairs,  they  could 
not  be  complied  with  conveniently ;  neither  did  I  think  ft 
advifeable,  from  my  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  defign  upon 
Nova  Scotia,  tp  weaken  that  province  further'  than  I  was 
obliged  to  do,  by  fending  a  detachment  to  Newfoundland. 
How  far  I  have  been  right  in  my  expe£lations,  may  be  beft 
drawn  from  the  peaceful  or  difturbed  (late  of  the  ifland, 
fmce  the  period  alluded  to  \  my  accounts  from  thence  or 
any  other  quarter,  have  not  given  me,  as  yet,  any  reafon  to 
thmk  myfelf  miflaken :  but  in  confequence  of  the  King's 
commands,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
Lord(hip,  a  detachment  of  Provincials  is  already  ordered 
to  proceed  from  New  York  to  the  ifland  of  St  John,  as 
foon  as  the  feafon  will  permit  it,  furnifhed  with  proviflons 
and  (lores  for  twelve^  months ;  the  provincial  corps  in 
Nova  Scotia  being  too  weak  to  admit  of  pne  going  fron^ 
thence.     I  have  tl^  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.Howe. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germain,  Va/f^  Philadelohia,  16/A  January  1778. 

[^Received  14/i  March.J  \ 

My  Lord, 
BEING  fully  confident  that  Earl  Cornwallis,  in  con- 
feqiience  of  n>y  requeft  to  his  Lord(hip,  will  urge  fuch  for- 
cible reafons  againft  the  plan  propofed  by  Lord  William 
Campbell,  Sir  James  Wright,  &c.  for  an  expedition  to  the 
fbuthern  colonies  this  winter,  I  (hall  only  obferve  to  your 
Lord(hip  that,  fuppofing  a  fufficient  force  could  be  fpstred 
from  beoce  upon  their  plan,  which  'is  by  no  means  the 
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cafe,  and  admitting  of  the  prom i fed  fuccefs  of  his  Ma" 
jefly's  arms,  ftill  no  folid  advantages  could  be  expefied> 
unlefs  the  acquifitions  were  held  by  a  confiderable  force: 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  troops  (hould  be  withdrawn  to  other 
objefls,  the  rebels  would  not  fail  to  wreak  their  vengeance 
upon  fuch  of  his  Majcfty's  iaithful  fubjeSs,  relying  upon 
a  continuance  of  fupport,  as  ihould  fly  to  the  royal 
ibndard. 

For  I  am  fo  far  from  fubfcribing  to  the  opinion  thofe 
gentlemen  entertain  of  the  power  or  influence  of  the 
well  aflFefted  inhabitants,  however  well  armed  they  may 
be,  to  maintain  a  fuperiority  in  their  refpedive  provinces, 
that  I  (hould  with  niore  readinefs  aiFert  his  Maje(ly*s  forces 
would  have  nothing  better  to  expedt  than  an  equivocal  neu- 
trality, excepting  in  a  few  inftances,  not  to  be  confidered 
in  oppofition  to  the  body  of  the  people. 

Experience  has  proved  this  to  be  the  cafe  in  every  pro- 
vince, and  in  fome  inftances,  where  aflu ranees  have  been 
given  equal  to  thofe  in  the  piemorial  now  before  me,  not 
only  of  the  wi flies,  but  of  the  determination  of  the  inha- 
bitants, to  caft  off  the  ufurped  power  of  their  new  rulers, 
and  return  to  their  allegiance. 

From  thefe  confiderations,    and  from    the  expediency  of - 
keeping  the  troops  collefled,  that  they  may  be  in  a  (ituation 
to  a£t  againft  the  enemy's    main  army,  when  the  feafon 
permits,  I  have  declined  the  propofed  expedition,  which  I 
hope  may  not  meet  with  his  Majeily's  difapprobation. 

i  am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germain,  dated  Philadelphia,  17/A  January  1778. 

[Received  14th  March.]     .. 
My  Lord, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordlhip,  that  finqe 
the  receipt  of  your  difpatch.  No.  20.  none  or  the  gener!al 
officers,  ferving  in  this  diftriS  of  North  America,  except- 
ing Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  have  applied 
for  leave  of  abfence  to  return  to  Britain,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, remaining  at  niy  requeft,  in  the  important  command 
at  New  York,  Lord  Cornwallis  only,  has  gone  home.  ,  And 
that  I  may  not  counterad  his  Majefty's  intentions  in  fend- 
ing out  Sir  Henry  Clinton  laft  Spring,  to  fucceed  to  the 
command  in  cafe  of  my  demife  or  incapacity,  I  am  to  r9- 
queft  the  King's  pleafure  for  the  rule  of  my  conduft,  in 
cafe  of  a  future  application,  upon  the  fuppofition  of  niy 
expeded  removal.    I  am  to  make  my  ^xcufeior  givi^ig  yoifr 


A.  1779-  DEBATES.  453 

Lord(hip  this  trouble,  but  (hould  that  event,  from  any  un- 
forefeen  canfe,  not  take  place,  I  Ihould  be  at  a  lofs  how  to 
proceed  in  a  matter  of  that  moment,  without  the  knowledge 
of  his  Majefty's  pleafure. 

Your  LordOiip's  having  honoured  me  with  his  Majefty's 
commands,  that  the  commander  in  chief  is  not  to  appoint 
the  chief  engineer  to  be  his  Aid  de  Camp,  permit  me  lo  far 
to  juftify  my  appointment  of  Captain  Montrefor  to  adl  in 
that  capacity,  as  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  the  appointment 
did  not  take  place  until  after  the  arrival  of  Major  Dixon, 
and  that  the  inftant  Major  Dixon  quitted  the  command. 
Captain  Montrefor  was  no  longer  my  Aid  de  Camp.  I 
am,  &c.  W.  Howe. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  William  Howe  to  Lord 

George  Germaine,  dated  Philadelphia,  igth  Jan.  1778. 
My  Lord,  [Received  14th  MarchiJ 

THE  prefent  appearance  of  the  weather  encouraging  me 
to  hope  the  river  will  be  fufficiently  open  in  a  few  days  to 
admit  of  a  packet  failing,  I  have  prepared  my  difpatches 
to  this  date,  and  (hall  fend  thetft  off  without  waitmg-  for 
the  receipt  of  thofe  from  your  Lordihip  by  the  Lord  Hyde 
packet,  which  I  am  informed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived 
at  New- York  on  the  ift  inftant,  and  were  detained  upon  a 
Aippofition  that  the  navigation  of  this  river  would  not  be 
open  for  a  (hip  of  force,  and  not  thinking  it  advifeable  to 
truft  them  in  the  packet,  or  in  the  armed  veflfel  bringing  the 
advice. 

There  has  not  any  thing  more  material  happened  fince 
the  departure  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  I  requefted  to  be  the 
bearer  of  my  laft  difpatches,  than  the  pailing  a  condderable 
detachment  of  the  army  acrofs  the  Schuylkill  on  the  22d  of 
December,  to  take  poft  on  the  heights  of  Derby,  in  order  to 
cover  the  colle£iing  and  tranfporting  by  water,  as  well  as  by 
land,  a  large  quantity  of  forage  which  that  country  afforded* 
About  1000  tons  were  brought  in,  a  quantity  judged  to  be 
nearly  fufficient  for  the  winter  confumption  ;  and  the  de- 
tachment returned  on  the  28th  of  December,  without  any 
further  attempts  from  the  enemy  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
foragers,  than  from  fmall  parties  (kulking,  as  is  their  cuftom, 
to  (eize  upon  the  ftraggling  foldfers :  one  of  thcfe  parties," 
confifting  of  two  officers  and  thirty  men,  were  decoyed  by 
two  dragoons  of  the  17th  regiment,  into  an  ambufcade^  and 
made  prifoners. 

On  the  30th  and  31ft  of  December,  the  troops  went  into 
winter  quarters  in  this  town^  where  they  are  weilaccoov- 
modated, 
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TItc  enemy's  army  excepting  a  detachment  of  1200  men, 
at  Wilmington,  is  hutted  on  the  woods  near  Valley  Forge 
upon  the  Schuylkill^  26  miles  from  hence,  and  in  a  very 
{trong  pofition. 

•  Colonel  Harcourt;  who  will  have  the  honour  of  prefenting 
thefe  difpatches,  has  my  leave  to  go  to  England  upon  his  pri'- 
vate  affairs,  to  whom  1  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordfhip  foe 
the  fulleft  information  that  may  be  required. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  W,  Howe. 

C9^y  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Gebrge  Germaine,  to  Sir  William 

Howe,  dhted  Whitehall,  nth  December  1777. 

SIR,  -  IRiceived ^^ih  Feb.] 

It  having  been  thought  improper  to  detain  thexp^ket,  it  is 

determined  that  flie  fliall  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind. 

I  am,  by  this  circumdance  of  her  fudden  departure  pre« 
vented  from  returning  a  methodical  and  circumftantial  an* 
fwer  to  the  feveral  letters  with  which  you  favoured  me  from 
the  head  of  Elk|  from  Head  Qiiarters  German-Town  and 
Philadelphia. 

I  cannm  however  permit  the  veflel  to  be  Tent  off,  without 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  above  difpatcfaes,  and  con- 
gratulating you  on  the  fignal  fuccefles  which  have  attended 
the  army  under  your  command  fmce  tlie  debarkatbn  at  Elk 
Ferry,  and  I  (hall  only  remark  that  while  you  fo  juftly 
contend  that  thofe  fucceffes  are  undoubted  vouchers  of  the 
good  condudl  of  the  general  officers,  and  of  the  bravery 
of  the  foldiers,  you  oiTght  not  by  any  means  to  decline  the 
commendations  to  which  you  yourfelf  have  evidently  an 
indifpenfable  claim,  from  the  judgment,  ardor,  and  mili* 
tary  (kill  which  you  exhibited  on  the  march,  and  in  the  fe- 
deral engagements.  And  I  have  the  pleafure  of  being  com-» 
manded  to  inform  you  that  his  Majefty  is  duly  fenfible  of 
the  large  (hare  of  praife  to  which  you  are  entitled  on  thofe 
accounts. 

Whether  I  confider  the  advantages  that  were  propofed 
to  be  derived  from  the  prdgrefs  and  fuccefsful  operations 
of  the  Canada  army,  or  the  effeA' which  our  difap^point-i 
ment  will  have  on  the  minds  of  the  rebels,  I  cannot  but 
feel  the  moft  poignant  concern  and  mortification  at  the 
(Irong,  and  J  fear  too  well  grounded^  reports  of  the  toUS* 
fortune  which  has  happened  to  Lieutenant-General  Qstr-» 
goyne  and  his  artny  ;  (hould  tho(e  reports  prove  true^  in  thei^ 
Full  extent,  fo  heavy  a  misfortune  will  be  deeply  felt  by 
his  Majefly  and  the  whole  nation,  and  a  material  alteration 
}a  die  ^aii  of  carrying  on  the  war  mufi  neceiiarily  take 

.  places 
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place,  but  until  the  efFe£t  of  your  operations  this  cam- 
paign is  fully  known,  it  is  impofliUe  for  his  Majefty  to 
come  to  any  determination,  or  to  fend  you  any  particular  ia- 
ftrudions. 

Your  zeal  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  will  have  already  ex« 
cited  you  to  endeavour  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  which 
may  refult  from  the  failure  of  that  expedition  \  and  as  your 
wildom  nfluil  have  immediately  difcovered  the  necefTity  of  a 

Brticubr  attention  being  paid  to  the  ifland  of  New  Yoric  and 
lode  ifland,  his  maje(ty  trufts  |hat  their  prefervation  will 
be  efTedually  confulted  by  you. 

The  attack  of  Redbank  refle£ls  the  greateft  credit,  oa 
the  officers  and  foldiers.  The  death  of  men  who  behaved 
fo  gallantly  is  a  lofs  ever  to.  be  lamented,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  furvivors  have  fince  had  the  fatisfa£lion  of 
feeing  their  courage  and  ardour  rewarded  with  the  deferved 
fuccefs. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton's  condu6l  in  the  expedition  up  the 
North-river  does  him  the  greatefl  honour.  The  plan  was 
moft  judicious,  and  it  was  executed  with  equat  ability* 
The  officers  and  troops  merit  the  greateft  commendations ; 
and  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majeftv 
highly  approves  the  fpirit  and  vigour  with  which  they  eN 
f^aed  that  very  difficult  and  important  fervice.  It  is  only 
to  be  lamented,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  not  earlier  in  a 
condition  to  undertake  an  enterprize,  the  iViccefs  of  which 
muft  have  been  of  the  moft  lingular  advantage  to  Gpneral 
Burgoyne's  operations. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  approbation  of 
Major-General  Vauehan  s  condu£t,  and  it  is  a  very  fincere 
happinefs  to  me  to  be  able  to  aflure  you,  that  his  Majefty  is 
perfeQly  fatisfied  with  the  fervices  which  have  been  rendered 
him  on  the  feveral  occafiofis  mentioned  in  your  late  diT*- 
patches,  by  the  officers  and  men,  Britifh,  foreign,  and  pro- 
vincials. I  am,  &c.  Germaine. 
^Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Gormaine  to  General  Sir 
^  William  Howe,  ^/tf/^^  Whitehall,  iitb  December  1777. 
SIR,                                       ^Received 27/*  February.] 

I  AM  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  had  the  honour  of  kying 
Before  the  King  your  (eparate  letter  of  the  22d  06lobety 
wherein  vou  deure  his  Majefty 's  permiffion  to  quit  your 
command. 

His  Majefty  received  your  requeft  with  concern.  But  as 
the  particulars  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne's  fitiratioii 
ve  ftill  unknown,  and  your  own  campaign  is  not  finiftied, 

Gg4  lam 
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I  am  not  authorized  at  prefent  to  fignify  his  Majcfty's  com- 
mands  upon  that  fubjeft.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  aiTure 
you,  that  there  will  not  be  any  avoidable  delay  in  coming 
to  a  deciflon  upon  it,  as  well  as  on  the  feveral  parts  of  your 
difpatches,  and  on  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  futiire  con- 
6u&  of  the  war ;  and  that  decifion  (hall  be  tranfmitted  to  you 
as  foon  as  poiTible. 

I  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germaine. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Howe  tp  Lord  GQorge 

Germaine,  dated  Philadelphia,  5/A  March  1778. 

[Received  ofith  April.] 

My  Lord, 
IT  gave  me  pain  to  learn,  hy  the  honour  of  your  Lord- 
fliip's  difpatch.  No.  23,  that  my  application  to  return  home 
haa  given  his  Majefty  one  moment's  concern.  I  meant  not 
to  throw  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  King's  fervice, 
which  I  have  ever  been,  and  ever  (hall  be,  moft  zealous  to 
promote,  as  hx  as  my  perfon  and  abilities  can  carry  me.  But 
m  the  prefent  inftance,  conceiving  the  confidence  of  his  Ma- 
jelty's  minifter  to  be  withdrawn,  which  I  have  the  piiefump- 
tion  to  believe  I  once  polTeflTed,  I  confidered  it  a  duty  I  owed 
the  King,  the  miniller,  the  public,  and  to  myfelf,  humbly  to 
jecjueft  my  difmiflion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  W.  Howe. 

ExtraSi  of  Sir  William  Howe's  Letter  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, dated  Philadelphia,  5/A  March  1778. ' 
[Received  7,6th  April.] 

I  TAKE' the  opportunity  of  Lieiit.  Colonel  Dyer's  return 
to  Europe  in  an  armed  viftualler,  to  give  the  earlieft  infor* 
mation  of  the  receipt  of  your  Lord(bip's  difpatches  No.  2i 
and  23,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Knox  of  nth  December,  with 
duplicates  of  former  difpatches.  No.  18, 19,  20,  21,  and  fe- 
parate  of  3d  September,  which  were  brought  here  by  a  (loop 
of  war  from  New  York  on  the  27th  February.  ' 

The  approbation  which  the  King  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  exprefs  of  the  judicious  and  fpirited  condud  of 
oir  Henry  Clinton,  asd  Major-General  Vaughan,  I  ihall 
immediately  tranfmit  to  thefe  officers  at  New  York :  and 
I  am  happy  in  alTuring,  that  the  honour  conferred  upoii 
the  officers  and  foldiers  in  general,  by  a  declaration  from 
your  Lordftiip,  that  his.  Majefty  is  perfeftly^fatisfied  with 
their  fervices  in  ihe  late  campaign,  has  been  received  by 
tho£c  here  with  grateful  refped.  My  mo(*  dutiful  ack no w- 
4  ledg. 
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ledgments  for  his  Majefty's  condefcenflon  in  takthg  notice 
of  the  fmall  (hare  of  merit  which  I  can  claim  in  the  late 
fucceifes  attending  the  Britifh  arms,  would  be  very  inade- 

Suate  to  my  feelings  on  the  occafion:  and  your  Lord- 
liip's  expreflions  of  approbation^  are  fuch  as  cannot  fail 
to  imprefs  me  wit^h  a  due  fenfe  of  your  opinion  of  my 
conduA.  . 

A  report  of  a  revolt  in  Canada  has  prevailed  here  for 
fome  time  pad,  to  which>  I  confefs,  I  gave  little  credit ; 
but  from  good  intelligence  lately  received,  the  rebels  have 
undertaken  an  expedition  into  that  province,  which  I  con- 
ceive is  either  intended  for  the  deitru£Uon  of  the  armed 
veflels  at  St.  John's,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  paflage  of  an 
army  in  the  fpring,  or  to  penetrate  into  the  coimtry  on  a 
fuppofition  of  being  joined  by  the  difaffe^led  Canaaians— 
the  troops,  amounting  to  four  thoufand  men,  are  to  be 
tranfported  in  one  thoufand  fledges,  under, the  command 
of  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  a  Major  Cxeneral  in  the  rebel 
fervice,  accompanied  by  Major  General  Conway,  who,  I 
am  informed,  is  a  Captain  in  the  fervice  of  France. — This 
force,  excepting  one  Regiment  taken  from  hence,  is  drawn 
from  the  New  England  provinces,  and  the  22d  of  February 
was  appointed  for  their  aiTembiing  at  Albany.  As  the 
execution  of  this  meafure  mud  depend  upon  tne  pafling  of 
the  Lakes  over  the  ice,  it  is  totally  out  of  my  power  to 
communicate  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  timely  intelligence  of  the 
movement. 

The  rebel  army  continues  in  the  fame  fituation  as  when  I 
had  laft  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordfhip,  hutted  at  . 
Valley  Forge,  where  their  men  fuffer  exceedingly  from  the 
very  inclement  weather  that  has  prevailed  this  winter,  which 
has  ipduced  numbers  to  defert. 

Great  ftruggles  are  making  throughout  the  provinces  ta 
affemble  a  numerous  army  in  the  (pring,  and  the  moit  op- 
preilive  and  arbitrary  means  exercifed  tp  draw  the  people  to 
the  field,  who  almoil  generally  (hew  extreme  backwardnefs 
to  their  fervice,  and  in  fome  inftances  have  forcibly  refilled 
the  tyranny  of  their  rulers. 

.The  dread  of  an  Indian  war  gives  great  alarm  to  the 
back  fettlers  in  the  middle  provinces,  who  have  reafon  to 
fear  the  refentment  of  thefe  people,  for  the  treacherous 
murder  of  a  chief  warrior  of  the  Shawnee  tribe,  named  the 
Cornftalk,  and  of  his  fon,  at  a  late  conference  held  by  one 

of 
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of  the  rebel  agents  near  the  mouth  of  the  great  Konbaway 
river. — ^l^he  confeqiicnce  has  already  been  fatal  to  many  of 
the  b^ck  rnhabitantSy  and,  by  accounts  I  can  depend  upon, 
the  Indians  are  not  to  be  pacified. 

By  the  laft  letter  from  General  Burgoync,  I  have  too 
much  reafon  to  believe  that  every  ineans  will  be  ufed  to 
delay  the  departure  of  the  troops  under  the  Convention  of 
Saratoga  for  Great  Britain,  if  it  is  not  already  a  fixed 
refolution  to  detain  them.  The  moft  exorbitant  demands 
have,  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  Congrefs,  been  made  againfi 
them  for  provifions,  contingencies,  &c.  and  every  diincul* 
ty  ftarted  that  ingenuity  could  devijfe.  To  the  firft  I 
think  it  advifeable  in  fome  meafure  10  yield,  and  I  have 
^ne  every  thing  in  my  power  to  remove  the  latter,  efteem- 
ing  the  releafe  of  the  General  and  his  troops  fuperior  to 
every  other  conflderation.  The,  Admiral  has  fent  tranfports 
to  Bofton  to  receive  them  on  board,  and  I  have  not  only 
paiTed  my  word  for  difcharging  on  demand  any  debt  that 
ftall  be  acknowledged  by  General  Burgoyne,  but  4iave 
hxpftiei  hhn  with  ca(h  and  with  credit  to  liquidate  it  on 
the  fpot,  fo  that  I  have  no  other  reafon  to  doubt  their  de- 
mrture  than  a  political  determination  to  the  contrary, 
lev  facilitate  this  bufinefs  moft  effeftually,  I  have  agreed 
vith,  General  Wafhingtoh  for  the  appointment  of  Conv- 
fniilioners  on  his  part  and  on  mine,  to  meet  at  German 
Town  on  the  loth  inftant,  not  only  to  adjuft  fuch  matters 
as, may  come  before  them,  relative  to  the  troops  under  the 
Convention,  but  to  treat  and  to  determine  upon  all  mat- 
ters whatfoever  relative  to  prifoners.  As  a  preliminary  to 
the  exchange  of  officers,  1  have  infifted  lipon  the  exchange 
of  Lieutenat  Colonel  Campbell,  and  of  the  Hertian  fiel<t 
officers  taken  at  Trenton,  and  I  hope  for  the  pleafure  of 
feporting  the  fuccefs  of  this  Cartel  to  your  Lbrdlbip  in  my 
next  difpatches. 

Colonels  O'Hara  and  Stephens,  and  Captain  Fitzpatricfc 
of  the  det^hment  of  the  Foot  Guards,  are  the  gentlemen 
I  have  nominated  as  Comroiflioners  on  my  part,  in  wbofe 
abilities  and  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  Majeity's  fervice, 
and  for  the  intereft  of  thofe  moft  immediately  concerned,  I 
have  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  place  implicit  confidence* 


Cofy^ 
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Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  «S/>  William  Howe  to  Lord  GeorgcGcr- 
maioey  dated  Philadelphia,  TJ^b  March  1778. 
[^Received  'jth  May.] 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  ^o  inform  your  Lordfliip  that  the 
enemy's  inteilded  invafion  of  Canada  by  way  of  the  Lakes, 
as  mentioned  in  my  laft  difpatches,  has  failed  from  difap- 
pointments  in  colleding  the  troops  and  (lores  propofed  tor 
that  cnterprize.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  I  learn,  i$ 
returned  trom  Albany  to  the  arnw  io  this  province,  and 
General  Conway  remains  in  New  England  to  command,  as 
it  is  faid,  an  army  on  that  fide,  which  is  defigned  to  z8t 
cither  againft  New  York  or  Rhode  I  (land.  The  Generals 
commanding  at  thofe  polls  are  apprized  of  the  intenti(mt 
and  as  the  trpops  (lationed  at  thofe  places,  with  the  navy  co- 
operating, are,  in  my  opinion,  adeauate  to  th«ir  defencej  I 
Lave  not  any  apprehenfion  for  their  lafety* 

If  I  may  judge  from  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs, 
relative  to  General  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  the 
Convention  of  Saratoga,  there  is  little  doubt  of  a  determi- 
nation being  taken  to  detain  them,  even  under  the  moft 
frivolous  pretences*  That  your  Lordlhip  may  be  fully  in- 
formed or  every  tranfadion  relative  to  General  Burgoyne 
fmce  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bodon,  I  h«i|ve 
the  honour  to  inclofe  copies  of  the  mod  material  papers  that 
have  paflfed  between  him,  myfelf,  and  others  on  the  fubje£t 
of  his  fituation,  and  as  this  bufinefs  has  been  unavoidably 
blended  with  the  (late  of  prifoners  in  general,  I  have 
ranged  the  correfpondences  relative  to  both  in  a  regular 
fuccedion,  by  which  your  Lordihip  will  obferve  the  diSi- 
cullies  that  may  be  expeded  in  reconciling  the  objedions 
which  are  made,  and  in  the  adjudment  of  a  general  cartel* 
The  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Commidioners 
being  podponed  by  General  Wa(hington  to  the  3id  of  this 
month,  without  a(rigning  any  fatisfa£lory  reafon,  leads  me 
to  believe  that  ndtther  he,  or  thofe  under  whofe  authority 
Jie  a£ls,  are  (incere  in  their  profedions  to  carry  an  exchange 
into  execution  at  this  time.  The  Admiral  is  daily  expeded 
here  from  Rhode  Idand ;  but  as  his  arrival  may  be  retarded, 
I  have  thought  it  advifeable  to  difpatch  the  Sandwich  Packet 
for  England,  and  waiting  in  humble  expedation  of  his  Ma*- 
jedy's  commands,  I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 

Coty 
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Cepy  ef  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Sir  Wiltiannr 
Howe,  ^/7/if^/ Whitehall,  /^h  February  1778". 
SIR,  \ Received  April  gth.l 

ON .  the  17th  of  laid  month,  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wif- 
fen  delivfered  to  me  your  di (patches,  numbered  73,  74,  and 
75,  and  your  private  letter  of  the  30th  of  November ;  and  on 
the  |8th,  I  received  from  Lord  Cornwallis  thofe  of  the 
13th  December,  numbered  76  and  77,  all  which  I  have  had 
the  hoTKJur  to  lay  before  the  King. 

The  happy  irfue  of  the  attack  upon  the  Fort  on  Mud* 
}Qand,'ana  the  very  important  confequences  with  which  that 
fiiccefs  was  attended,  by  occafioning  the  abandonment  of 
the  Fort  at  Redbank,  and  the  deItru<Slion  of  feveral  of  th^ 
jTcbcl  galljes,  and  of  opening  the  commimication  between 
the  town  of  Philadelphia  and  the  dripping,  gave  his  Ma- 
jefty  particular  fatisfa6lion  ;  and  I  am  commanded ,  to  add, 
that  the  conduft  of  the  land  and  naval  officers  who  con^ 
^ufled  the  attack,  and  the  alacrity  and  perfeverance  of  the 
officers  and  feamen  employed  in  that  fervice,  have  met  with 
his  Majefty's  roya!  approbation.  The  fmall  lofs  with  which 
thefi^  important  objedls  were  attained,  is  a  circumftance  that 
coufd  not  fart  fo  be  verv  pteafing  to  his  Majefty,  and  bears 
honourable  teftiraony  o|  the  wifdom  with  which  the  attack 
was  planned,  and  of  the  attention  fliewn  to  the.  fafety  of 
the  troops  direfted  to  make  it ;  circumftances  which  muft 
ever  refled  credit  on  the  commander  in  chief,  and  endear  him 
to  the  army  under  his  orders. 

I  (hall  expeft,  with  much  impatience  and  anxiety,  to 
bear  that  the  troops,  which  compofed  Lieutenant  General 
Bnrgoyne's  army,  are  allowed  to  embark  at  Rhode  Ifland, 
inftead  of  Bofton  ;  and  that  no  advantage  is  taken  of  that 
fmall  deviation  from  the  terms  of  the  Convention,  to,con- 
tiavcneit. 

Major  Ackland,  who  belonged  to  that  army,  had  the 
mtsfortune  to  be  taken  prifoner  fome  davs  before  the  con- 
vention was  made ;  his  relations  here  are  very  anxious  for 
his  releafe ;  and  as  the  regiment,  to  which  he  is  Major,  is 
included  in  the  convention,  and  is  to  come  to  England,  his 
cfetention  will  be  attended  with  fome  inconvenience  ;  I  muft 
therefore  beg  leave  you  will  endeavour  to  have  him  exchanged, 
the  firft  Opportunity  that  offers* 

I  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germaine.   * 

.     Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  General  Sir 

Wi ~  " 


William  Howe,  ^^/f^  Whitehall,  4/A  February    1778. 

SIR,  [^Received  April 

IN  my  letter  to  you  of  th^  ilth  of  December,  No.  23 


SIR,  [Reeeived  April  9.] 

N  my  letter  to  you  of  th^  ilth  of  December,  No.  23,  1 

acquainted  you  that  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  King 


your  feparate  letter  to  me  of  the  22d  of  Ofiober,  wherein  you 
defire  his  Majefty's  permiflfion  to  quit  yotur  command,  and 
that  his  Maje(ty  had  received  your  requeft  with  concern; 
but  as  the  particulars  of  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne's  fitii- 
ation  were  then  unknown,  and  your  campaign  not  finiibed, 
his  Majedy  had  not  authorized  me  to  fignify  bis  coounands 
upon  that  fubjedl. 

I  have  itnce  received  and  laid  before  the  King  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  dated  at  Albany,  the 
2oih  of  October,  inclofing  the  articles  of  convention  be- 
tween him  and  Major  General  Gates;  and  alfo  your  dif- 
patches  of  the  13th  of  December,  by  which  his  Majefly  was 
fully  informed  oi  the  final  clofing  of  the  campaign,  and  was 
therefore  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  me  to  iignify  to  you, 
his  royal  acquiefccnce  in  your  requeft  of  leave  to  refign  the 
command,  provided  Sir  Henry  Clinton  (hall  be  in  America 
vfhtn  this  letter  reaches  your  hands,  to  whom  you  are  to  de- 
liver up  the  command,  and  put  him  in  pofleflion  of  all  the 
orders  and  inftrudions  which  you  have  received  from  me  or 
any  other  of  the  King's  fervaats,  refpeding  the  troops,  or 
the  operations  in  which  they  have  been  or  were  to  be  em- 
ployed. 

His  Majefly  alfo  relies  upon  your  furniihing  him  with 
every  information  you  (hall  conceive  may  be  of  ufe,  and 
advantageous  to  the  King's  fervice.  But  m  cafe  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  (hall  have  received  leave  of  abfence  from  you,  and  be 
already  failed  from  North  America,  it  is  his  Majefty's  plea- 
fure  that  you  do  remain  with  the  army  until  Sir  Henry  Clin<* 
ton's  returni  or  the  arrival  of  fuch  other  officer  as  his  Ma* 
jefty  (hall  think  proper  to  appoint  to  fucceed^yoi:. 

I  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germaine. 


Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  General  Srr 
William  Howe,   dated  Whitehall,  iSth  February  1776. 

SIR,  \_Received  April  14/^6.] 

THE  inclofed  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  4th 

inftant,  by  the  packet,  will  inform  you  that  his  Majefty  has 

bec|i 
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V  Jbcen  gracioufly  pleafed  to  acquiefce  in  your  requefl  of  leave 
to  quit  your  command,  and  return  to  England,  provided  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  (hall  not  have  left  America  before  that 
leiter  reaches  your-handg.  I  now  avail  myfelf  of  the  op- 
portunity of  a  {hip  of  war ,  difpatcbcd  exprefs,  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  conveying  to  you  and  Lord  Howe,  in  the  fpeedieft 
manner,  advice  of  the  falutary  meafure  under  the  confidera- 
lion  of  Parliament,  of  which  you  will  be  fully  informed  by 
my  feparate  letter  of  this  day*s  date,  to  add  to  what  I  haye 
expreifed  in  my  former  letter,  that  his  Majefty,  from  the 
experience  he  has  had  of  your  zeal  and  attachment  to  his 

'  fervice,  has  the  fulled  confidence  that,  whilft  you  continue 
in  the  command,  you  will  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  rebellion,  and  inducing  afubmif- 
lion  to  legal  government,  by  a  due  exertion  of  the  force 
under  your  orders.  Every  means  will  be  employed  to  aug- 
ment that  force,  and  I  have  the  fat^sfadion  to  acquaint  you, 
that  his  Majefty  has  received  the  moft  uncommon  teftimonies , 
of  aflTedion  ancl  fupport,  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  if 

« the  obftinacy  of  the  colonies,  in  rejeding  the  generous 
Icrm^  now  held  out  to^hem,  Ihall  make  it  neccflary  to  con- 
tinue it,  not  only  from  parliament  but  frorfi  the  people  in  ge- 
neral. Several  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  extendve  in- 
fluence, and  fome  great  cities,  have  ui^dertaken  to  raile 
new  corps ;  and  in  London,  Bridol,  and  ti|any  other  towns^ 
€onfi(]erab1e  fums  have  been  fubfcribed,  to  be  given  in  bouti- 
ties  to  recruits  for  the  old  regiments. 

Neverthelefe,  as  the  feafon  muft  be  far  advapced  before  fo 
large  a  reinforcement  can  be;  fen t  out  as  might  be  fufficient 
to  enable  you  to  ad  at  any  diftance  from  the  fc^  Coaft,  his 
Majefty's  intentions  are,  that  you  (hould  begin  your  opera- 
tions as  early  as  podible,   by  detaching  fuch  a   number  4^f 

.  troops  as  can  be  rpared,  confident  with  the  defenfive  plan  yoti 
have  propofed,  and,  in  conjunftion  with  the  fleet,  naay, be 
fufficient  to  attack  tlie  fea  ports  in  the  province  of  Maflachu- 
fets-bay,  Ccnnefticut,  and  New-Hampfliire,  for  the  pur- 

;  pofe  of  deftroying  thei^  fliips  of  war  and  privateers,  by 
which  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  has  been  fo  greatly  an- 
noyed, and  incapacitating  them  from  fitting  out  others  with 
the  like  intent. 

You  will  therefore  lofe  no  time  in  concert! ilig  with  the  Ad- 
miral the  beft  means  oteflfciaing  this  very  erfential   fervice^ 
X  am,  &c.  Geo.  Germaine. 


Copy 
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Copv  of  a  circular  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germainc  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  fefr.  dated  Whitehall,  igth  Februarj 
1778.  [Received  April  1 4th.'] 

SIR, 

THE  King,  ever  defiroiis  to  promote  t1>e  welfare  and 
happinefs  of  all  his  fuhjeds,  has  feen  with  great  concern  the 
calamitous  confequences  of  the  difpute  with  the  Colonies,  and 
Mfilliog  to  hope,  that  even  thole  who  have  been  mod  forward 
in  bringing  on  thefe  misfortunes,  are  now  convinced  of  the 
fatal  tendency  of  their  conduft,  and  would  gladly  return  to 
their  allegiance,  if  they  were  not  withheld  by  apprehenfions 
^fiat  advantage  would  oe  taken  of  "their  fubmiffion,  topurfue 
meafures  diaated  by  refentment  of  theij:  part  behaviour,  and 
to  impofe  upon  the  Colonies  intolerable  burthens  and  re- 
Itraints.  To  remove  all  ground  of  fuch  apprehenfions,  and 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  return  of  peace,  his  Majcfty  was 
gracioufl)r  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  pleafure  to  his  moft 
confidential  fcrvants,  on  whofe  advice  his  Majedy  relies  in 
matters  of  the  greated  itnportance,  that  thev  (hould  deliberate 
upon  and  concert  fuch  meafures  as  would  be  mod  likely  to 
produce  thofc  happy  efFefls.  And,  in  confequence  of  that 
cleliberation.  Lord  North,  on  the  17th  indant,  propounded  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  inclofed  refolution,  which  was 
unanimouily  adopted,  and  bills  have  been  prepared  in  purfu- 
.apce  of  it,  and  this  day  prefented  and  read  in  the  Houfe« 

The  King  commands  me  to  fend  you  copies  of  thofe  bills 
inclofed  herewith,  and  to  fignify  to  you  his  royarl  pleafure, 
that  you  do  caufe  thera  to  be  printed  and  difperfed  throughout 
the  Colonies,  by  fuch  means  as  diall  be  molt  likely  to  make 
them  generally  known  and  confidered,  and  that  you  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  circulating  them  by  flags  of  truce  or  pri* 
vate  perfons  among  the  rebel  troops,  and  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
country  where  the  authority  of  the  Congrefs  prevails.  And 
this  you  are  to  do  with  all  pbfllble  expedition,  foas  the  people 
at  large  may  be  acquatnted  with  their  contents,  befpre  ill- 
intentioned  perfons  can  have  time  to  difFufe  prejudices  againd 
them,  or,  by  mifreprefenting  their  tendency,  excite  jealouly 
and  didrud  of  the  favourable  difpofuion  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards the  American  colonies. 

I  am>  &c.  Giio,  G£Rmain£« 
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taching  ^  body  of  troops  to  atucfc  the  fea> jp^orts  in  th^f  pro- 
vibce  of  Maflachufett's  Bay,  Conne^icqti:  and  NeM^  Hump- 
thirty  iipon  the  arrival  of  the  Admiral,%  whois  djailyitx* 
pcdled,  aiid  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  I  hope  foon  liQi&e, 
no  time  (hall  be  loft  in  confulting  with  ibem  upon  the 
<u Weft  of  his  Majcfty's  commands*  ;  ;  .  :  '     .-■■'' 

i  do  not  hefitate  to  confefs  to  your  Lor4(hip,  that  1 :0p- 
prehend  great  hazard  will  attend  the  fuccefs  of  thisr^pt- 
dition,  as  a  fuperior  number  of  troops  than  can  be  fpared 
will  be  requifite  to  carry  it  efFeftually  into  ex^uttpn./:^  Vmur 
Lordfliip  ispleafed  to  dire£ly.  that  thefe  troops- {}|ot|]4fiVe 
detached  connftent  with  the  defenfive  plan  I  have  priifgSsA ; 
upon  which  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  to  fend  a  ctiDfider- 
able  force  from  hence  does  not  appear  to  me  advifeabte, 
confldering  that  the  remainder  would  not  be  able  fo  far  to 
improve  any  fuccefsful  operation  in  the  field,  or  other  fa* 
vourable  circumftances  that  may  occur,  as  to  change  the 
tlefenfive  into  an  ofFenfive  plan ;  which  I  humbly  prefume 
that  an  army,  though  ading  on  the  defenftve,  flioulo  always 
entertain.  ..  ;{ 

It  is  my  opinion,  that  more  than  two  thoufandvinen 
ought  not  to  be  fent  from  hence,  and  that  lefs  than  four 
thoufand  would  be  rnfufficient  for  the  propofed  fervicp  ;  be- 
ing fully  perfuaded  a  fmaller  number  making  i-.^efpent 
•on  the  coaft  of  New  England,  where  there  may  be  an!  ob- 
jedl  in  view,  would  very  foon  be  oppofed  by  a  great  fii^- 
riority  of  force,  confifling  of  fuch  troops  as  were  futccft- 
ful  againft  the  Northern  army  ;  and  the  difficult  navtglrifion 
upon  thefe  coafts  with  a  fleet,  the  frequent  fogs  thsir  ^- 
vail,  the  want  of  a  convenient  port  of  rendezvous,  ^Yhe*™- 
nefs  of  a  great  part  of  the  coaft,  which  mirfl  impc^^TOc 
receiving  of  neceffary  affiftances  from  the  ihi[>pingi  ^  Wifll 
in  landing  as  in  there-embarkation  of  the  troopsj  ^rfl,  I 
\fear,  render  any  efFeflual  fervice  extrenoely  hazardous.    •^^**' 

If  I  thought  myfelf  authorized,  from  the  words  of  ^yoiir 
Lordflirp's  Tetter,  to  difpute  the  expediency  of  fudtdh^ ex- 
pedition^ under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  th^'-JMftnyi^'I 
ihould  not  fcruple  to  give  my  advice  againft  it,  cot^mlig 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  king's  fervice  :  aiid-T^g 
.  your  Lordihip  may  do  me  the  juftice  td  believe' thaifi^^ 
-^aduattd  by  no^her  motive  in  prefumtng  thus  freeijrtc^^Ife 
my  opinion.  Aj'j^^A 

.    Permit  metaadd,  that  though  idvaritagei  very  beri^^^l 
may  be  obtained  by  the  force  no^'  hc^,  they  may^^of "oe 
:,.  .     •     :     ■     '     y-.-  .'.,    --K     ;..  "^ ::...-.:'••  ..-^^^  ,bn^ 
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on  the  8th  of  January*  declaring,  "  That  the  Embarkation 
of  Lieutenant-general  Btirgoyne,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  be  lufbended  until  a  diltin^  and  explicit  rati- 
ikation  of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga  (hall  be  properly 
nibtified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  Congrefs." 

I  have  lent  copies  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  at  New*. 
York,  of  your  Lordtfiip's  difpatches  of  4th  of  February, 
No.  25  ;  of  the  i8th  February,  No.  a6,  and  of  the  circu- 
lar Ittit-r  of  the  19th  of  faid  month.  Upon  the  Generars  . 
arrival  here  I  Ihall  not  fail  itridlly  to  adhere  to  his  Majefty's 
commands,  by  givioe  him  the  fulled  information  in  my 

Ciwer,  after  which  I  (hall  immediately  proceed  to  Eng« 
nd. 

The  drafts  of  the  bills  inclofed  in  your  Lordfhip's  letter 
of  the  19th  February,  have  been  publimed,  and  difperfed,  in 
obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  and  will,  I  have  no 
duubr,  be  (hortly  fpread  over  this  continent. 

The  enemy's  pofiiion  continues  to  be  at  Valley  Forge  and 
Wilmington  ;  their  force  has  been  diminiihed  during  the 
courfe  ol  the  winter  by  defertion,  and  by  detachments  to  the 
back  fettlemcnts,  where  the  Indians  make  condant  inroads  ; 
but  the  want  of  green  forage  does  not  yet  permit  me  to  take 
the  held,  and  their  fituation  too  (Irong  to  haz*ard  an  attack 
with  a  profpefl  of  fuccefs,  which  might  put  an  end  to  the  re- 
bellion ;  whereas  a  check  at  this  period  would  probably  coun- 
terad  his  Majefly's  intentions  ot  preparing  the  way  fyr  the 
return  of  peace  by  the  bills  propofed. 

Colonel  Mawhood  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering 
this  letter^  and  is  perfcdlly  qualified  to  anfwcr  every  inquiry 

Iotir   Lor^lhip   may  have  occaQon.  to  make  relative  to  his 
/lajcity's  fervice  in  this  quarter*     I  am,  &c. 

W.  Howe. 


Cofj  of  a  Lrifer  from  Sir  William  Howe  to   Lord  George 

Germain,  ^tf/^</ Philadelphia,  April  19,  1778. 
(Private.)  [Received  iji  June. J 

My  Lord, 

I  BEG  leave  to  trouble  your  Lordfliip  with  this  prefent 
difjpatch,  in  confequence  of  his  Majefty*s  intentions,  fig- 
nined  to  me  in  your  Lordfhip's  letter  of  the  i8th  February, 
that   the  operations  of  this  campaign  (hould   begin  by  dc- 

VoL.  X.  H  h         -  taching 


•^iKv-:r>?r- 
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taching  ^  body  of  troops  to  attack  the  liBa>]piorts  la  thq  pro* 
vihce  of  Mafiacbufett's  Bay,  Connei^icqtv:  ^nd  Neii^  Hatnp- 
iiiirCf  tipon  the  arrival  of  the  AdmiraljT  who  is  djailyisx- 
pcded,  aiid  ojf  Sir  Heiiry  Clinton,  who  I  hope  fopntc^Tee, 
no  time  (hall  be  loft  in  confulting  with  tbem  upon  the 
fubjed  of  his  Majefty's  commands^  .  ;  .  :  .       ^ 

i  do  not  hefiute  to  confefs  to  your  Lor4(hip,  that  I  ap- 
prehend great  hazard  will  attend  thefuCcefs  of  thi^^pe- 
dttion,  as  a  fuperior  number  of  troops  than  can  be  fbarod 
will  be  requifite  to  carry  it  effedually  into  ex^utipn..,^  YiMir 
Lordihip  ispleafed  to  dire£l,.  that  thefe  troops  (b<pi|]4Rbe 
iletached  connftent  with  the  defenfive  plan  I  have  pvo^^sJbA ; 
upon  which  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  to  fend  a  ccmfider- 
able  force  from  hence  does  not  appeiar  to  me  advifeabte, 
confldering  that  the  remainder  would  not  be  able  fo  far  to 
improve  any  fuccefsful  operation  in  the  field,  or  other  fa- 
vourable circumftances  that  may  occur,  as  to  change  the 
tfefenfive  into  an  ofFenfive  plan ;  which  I  humbly  prefume 
that  an  army,  though  ading  on  the  defenfive,  fliould  alwaii^s 
entertain.  ■..;,{ 

It  is  my  opinion,  that  more  than  two  thoufand.tnen 
ought  not  to  be  fent  from  hence,  and  that  lefs  than  four 
thoufand  would  be  rnfufficient  for  the  propofed  fervicp  ;  be- 
ing fully  perfuaded  a  fmaller  number  making  A  ^efpent 
•on  the  coaft  of  New  England,  where  there  may  be  an  pb- 
Jedl  in  view,  would  very  foon  be  oppofed  by  a  great  'fi]|^- 
riority  of  force,  confifling  of  fuch  troops  as  were  focccft- 
ful  againft  the  Northern  army  ;  and  the  difficult  navtgatifion 
upon  thefe  coafts  with  a  fleet,  the  frequent  fogs  that  '^ft- 
vail,  the  want  of  a  convenient  port  of  rendezvous,  Yhew- 
nefs  of  a  great  part  of  the  coaft,  which  muft^  impei^^rte 
receiving  of  neceffary  affiftances  from  the  (hipping,  its  Wefll 
in  landing  as  in  the  re-embarkation  of  the  troops^  wit],  I 
\fear,  render  any  efFeflual  fervice  extrenoely  hazardous.   '-"^ 

If  I  thought  myfelf  authorized,  from  the  words  of  *y on r 
Lordflirp's  Tetter,  to  difpute  the  expediency  of  fudtan^ ex- 
pedition, under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  th^'army,-*! 
ihould  ncft  fcruple  to  give  my  advice  againft  it,  cofveei^ttlg 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  king's  fervice  :  and-T'^big 
.your  Lordfhip  may  do  me  the  juftice  t6  believe' that*  i^iihi 
aduattd  by  no  ^her  motive  in  prefumtng  thus  fredy  td-gl^te 
my  opinion.  )-rr:wi 

.    Permit  me  ta  add,  that  though  iidvai^tage^  very  beni&fic^iil 
may  be  obtained  by  the  force  now  here,  they  aiay  =«of*^ 


^.1779-  D    EBAY   "E    S.  467 

fo  decifiire  at  to  ^r  an  end  to  the  rebellion^  or  t6  induce  a 
lubmlffion  to  legal  government ;  for  T  am  not  to  inforin 
youor  Lord(bip»  that  a  defenfiye  army  may  not  iMrcome  an 
ctfenCiVt  orfe>  even  by  a  firdke  of  gbod  fortune  happening 
in  the  coiirfe  of  the  campaign. 

When  I  mentioned  my  idea  of  a  defehfive  plan  to  ybiir 
(.ordlhip,  1  meant  it  in  a  general  fenfe,  that  your  Lorqfhip 
might  not  be  deceived  into  the  hope  of  Very  effeniial  c6n- 
CjUefts  frov^  the  force  then  under  my  command,  but  with- 
out any  defign  to  exclude  the  prbfpeft  of  fci zing  every  ad- 
fanttige  that  might  airife  from  the  vicifTitude  of  military  ope-* 

''    With  the  mod  refpeft,  I  haiT  the  honour  to  be 
*  '^'        Your  Lord(hip*a  mod  faithful  and  obedient  ft  rvant, 

W.  Howe. 


Extr^Sl  ^fa  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Genera!  Sir  Williarn 
Howe  to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated  Philadelphia^ 
May  II,  1778. 

[^Received  June  10  ] 

.     My  Lorp, 

\  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord(h:p  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  arrival  here  on  the  8th  iodant ;  and  thar» 
in  ca-ifequehce  of  his  Majedy's  permifTion  to  return  to 
England,  I  (hall  delay  my  departure  no  longer  than  is 
neceff^^y  to  furniih  my  fucceflbr  with  the  orders  and  initruc- 
Uons  "wuh  which  I  have   been  honoured,  and  with  every 

.furtlier  information  that  I^  can  conceive  may  be  of  advantage 
or  ufc  to  the  fervice. 

:^  bi^ce  the  earlieit  return  of  fpring,  a  fucceflion  of  de- 
tachments from  hence  has  ranged   the  country  for  matly 

« oiile^  rcHinti  this  city,  and  in  tlie  province  of  Jcrfey,  to 
opcri  thp  communication  for  bringing  in  fupplles,  to  relieve 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  from  the  perfecution  of  their  op- 
preiiora,  and  to  coUedt  forage  for  the  army*    Thefedetacn- 

.  caeqts  have,  without. /exception,  fucceeded  to  my  expeda- 

tipnsj^. greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  troops  employed,  to  the 

.annoyance  of  the  enemy^    and    to  the  advantage   of .  his 

Majefty's  fervice.     Colonel  Mawhood,  in  paclicular,  with 

thxec  b^tt^lions  .af)d  a  Provincial  corps,  made  a  deibeht  on 

Vihe  goag^;  0/ Jerff!^,  ne^  S^Iem,  in  the  month  of  M^iich  ; 

jand,' after  difperfing  the  force  collefted  in  that  part  of  the 

country,  returned  with  a  very  feafonable  fupply  of  forage. 

H  h2  To 
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..To  the.  Ikill  and  aftivity  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Abpr- 
c^omhy>  mud  be,  attributed  a  fuccersful  ftirprize,  m^d6  oti 
t)ie4th  mftantji  upoa  a  corps  of  the  ienemy,  confifiing  6f 
jpo  men,  under   the  command  of    a    Brigadier-gehcraTi 
pofted  about  feventeen  miles  from  hence,  with  400  light  ^ 
infanuyjr  joo  rangers,  and.  a  party  of  light  dragoons ;  that ' 
pflScer  attacked  and  defeated  this  corps  of  the  enemy,  Kll-i 
ing,  wounding,  and   taking   150  men,   including  officef^^,^' 
with  the  lofs  of  only  9  wounded.      The  rout  would  haVe| 
been  far  more  corppfcte,  if  the  long  march  of  the  ihfanti^^' 
in  effedling  this  furprize,  had  not  difabled  them  from  a' vi-^ 
gorous  purfuit. 

I  have  equal  pleafure  in  reporting  to  your  Lordfhip  the 
good  conduft  and  fuccefs  of  Major  Maitland,  who  was 
detached  the  7th  inftant  with  the  2d  battalion  of  light  in-^ 
fantry  in  flat  boats,  attended  Sy  three  gallies  and  other 
armed  boats,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Henry  of  the 
navy.  His  orders  were  to  proceed  up  the  Delaware,  and 
deflrpy  all  the  (hips  and  vefTels  lying  in  the  river  between  this 
zti^  'Trenton.  The  inclofcd  account  of  his  expedition'Will 
prove  how  efFeflually  tliis  enterpri7;e  was  executed,  and'tKie^ 
v^ry  confiderable  lofs  the  enemy  have  fuftained. 

Tvvo  pofts  are  taken  on  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the  Delaware^ 
at  Cooper's  Ferry  and  at  Billing's  Port ;  the  firft  to  -cavfer 
parties  cutting  wood  for  the  future  fuppty  of  the  trbopsj 
<he  latter  to  fecure  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  in  a^iftf** 
•row  part  of  the  channel.  .  ^i    )-^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  W;  Hdt^r* 

;0/>y  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to.Str  WilU^ 
,.     .  Howe,  dated  Whitehall,  8tfj  March  1758/    .  ^.:  ;  C 

.  .  [Not  received  in  Anicrica.]  ,       ;, 

■;•  /"SIR,  '        •     •'   •■■■.^^V•■ 

"AS  in  confequence  of  his'Majefly's  acquf^fceii6^-ih 
your  recjueft,  of  leave  to  quit  your  coiYimand  and  retlifti  'to 
England,  it  .may  be  expedted  you  will  have  failed  fi^tti 
America  before  any  difpatches  which  are  now  to  go  from 
hence  can  arrive,  and,  as  it  was  the  condition  under  which 
ybq/  teqtieft  *was -granted,  that  Sir  Hctrry  Clinton  ihould  be 
prefeiit  in  America,  in  order  to  take  the  command;  i^Tien 
you  leave  it;  I  hav6  addreffed  the  diredtions  which  the 
King  has  thought  fit  to  give  refpeding  the  future  opera* 
lions  of  the  army,  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton ;  but^fhouid  it 
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'  fo  happeDy  that  he  (hould  have  (ailed  from  America  before 
you  receive  my  letter  of  the  '4th  of  February,  and  thift 
the  command  (till  remains  with  you ;  I  have  ordered  Nfa^' 
J9r  Drummond,  to  whom  my  diflpatch  is  entrufted,  to" 
carry  it  to  you ;  and  I  am  to  figniiy  to  you  his  Maje(hrV 
plealure  that  you  do,  in  fuch  cafe,  con(ider  the  faid  dif- 
patch  as  addrelTed  to  you,  and,  in  all  rcfpefls,  govern  your- 
(qlf  by  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  you  would  have  done, 
had  it  beea  addrefTcd  to  yourfelf  inftead  of  Sir  Henry 
Ciintpn,  I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Germaik. 


Opy  cf  a  Letter  from  Lord  Greorge  Germain  to  General  Sir 

William  Howe,  </tf/r^  WhitehalJ,  I2th  April  1778. 

[Not  received  in  America.] 

SIR, 

IN  my  letter  to  you  of  the  19th  of  laft  month,  I  tranf- 
mitted  copies  of  two  Bills  which  were  on  that  day  pre- 
fented  and  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  have 
fince  pafTed  both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royal  aflent  ;* 
very  few  effential  alterations  having  been  made  in  them  du* 
ring  their  progrefs  through  the  Houfes,  except  fuch  as  were 
made,  in  order  the  more  effedlually  to  remove  all  (hadovr 
of  doubt  of  the  purity  and  fmcerity  of  the  purpofe  of 
Parliament. 

I  now  fend  you  herewith  printed  copies  of  thefe  afls, 
by  the  King's  command ;  and  I  am  to  fignify  to  you  his 
fojral  pleafure,  that  you  do  tranfmit  copies  ot  each  to  the 
•Congrefs,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  their  troops, 
and  caufe  them  to  be  made  public  and  difperfed  throughout 
the  Colonies,  that  his  MajeOy's  faithful  fubjefts  may,  as 
ijpeedily  as  poiflble,  be  informed  of  the  favourable  difpofition 
of  his  Majcfty  and  Parliament  towards  the  American  Co- 
lonies. 1  am,  &c« 

Geo.  Germain. 

Copy  of  a  General  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir 
WiUiam  Howe,  i^c.  datedWhitchM,  12th  April  1778.   * 
[Not  received  in  America  .J 

SIR,  - 

ALTHOUGH  it  may  reafonably  be  expefled  that  you 
will  have  left  America  before  the  commiflion  hisMajedy  das 
H  h  3  lately 
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lately^  iiTucdia  jiucAi^ince  of  the  zStoi  the  prefent  Seifiom  tp 
treati  coniult,  and  agr«e  upon  the  means  of  4)uieting  the  dif*; 
ordei^s  A|WiOi«g  in  theCQlonies  can  arrive,  the  King  wmild 
not  Qihu  yoMr  name  in  .that  comraiflioo,.  left  from,  any  occinr. 
dent  your  departure  might  be  delayed*  and  becauCt  of  fiicfa 
omiflion  there  might  be  a  poflibility  of  imagining  foaievne|;<^x 
le.6l.  was  intended. 

.A  copy  of  ihe  inftruftions  his  Majcfly  has  thought :tfit« 
tQ  give  hi^  commi(Ik>ners  for   their  gtjidance  in  this  mpft 
impprts^nt   bufinefs^Js Tent  to   you  herewith;    they  are.  fa^ 
particular  and  comprehenfivey  that  it  only  remains  for  me 
to  add  my  flncere  wifhes  for  the  fuccefs  of  your  negooia-^ 
tions,  ancl  that  peace  may  be  reftorcd  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  Colonies  upon  the  ground  of  that  conneflioa^ 
izkjhich,    fo    happily  for   both,   formerly    (ubfiftcd  betweelni 
tlie:m.  I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Gbrmain. 


Cfipy^of  a  Letier  from  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne  /<?  Lord 
George  Germain,  i/<^/r<:/ Quebec,  May  14,  1777. 
,  [private!] 

My  Lord, 
I  lake  the  opportunity  of  a  veffel  difpatchcd  by  Sir  Guy 
Garlcton  to  England,  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  my  arrival 
here  the  6th  inftant.  And  though  my  prefent  fituatton,  a$ 
adiiig  under  a  fuperior  upon  the  fpot,  may  make  an  official 
correfpondence  unnecedary,  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  I  (haH 
lujt  appear  guilty  of  impropriety  in  aflUming  the  honour  of  si 
private  and  confidential  one,  relative  to  the  objeds  of  my 
deftiuatioD. 
.  From  my  prefent  information,  I  have  reafon  to  expeA' 
the  preparations  for  openitig'  the  campaign  to  be  very  for- 
v?ard  on  our  part.  Due  exertions  were  ufed  in  the  courfe 
pt  the  winter,  and  the  uncommon  mildnefs  of  the  weather 
greatly  favoured  them,  to  convey  provifions  to  Chanrbl^ 
aod.St.  John's.  One  large  viSualkr  arrived  after  1  feft 
the  .St.  Lawrence  lad  November;  all  refidues  of  of  her 
viauaUcrs  have  been  cdilefiled  ;  I  am  in 'hopes  of  find t«g 
a  fufficichcy  of  provifion  to  enable  me  to  crofs  the  Lake 
Champlain  at  leaft,  without  the  arrival  of  the  Cork  fleet*.  I 
hope  alfo  to  find  artillery  ftcMres  efMUigh-  «(>-f<*el  the  pulfc  of 
the  enemy  a;c  Ticonderoga.      Should   iheir  flt^atio^   and 

refo- 
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rcfelmion  be  fuch  as  to  make  mat  artillery  preparations  re>^ 

Jinfite,  I  iball  certainly  be  under  the  neoeflity  of  waiting  at 
\jtomn  Point  the  arrival  of  the  ordnanee  (hips  from  England. 
A. food  body  of  the  Indians  I  am  aflured  are  ready  to  more 
iipoa  the  firlt  call,  and  meafures  are  taking  for  bringingthem 
foctfawtth  to  proper  rendezvous. 

I  cannot  fpeak  with  fo  much  confidence  of  the  military 
afBftance  I  am  to  look  for  from  the  Canadians.  The  only 
corps  yet  inftitutedy  or  that  I  am  informed  can  at  prefent 
be""'  isiftitutedi(  are  three  independent  companies  of  100  men 
eacfa»  officered  by  Seigneurs  of  the  country^  who  are  well 
cluifen ;  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  engage  many  vo- 
lunteers. The  men  are  chiefly  drafted  from  the  militia, 
according  to  a  late  regulation  of  the  legiflative  councJK 
Thofe  1  have  yet  feen  afford  no  promife^of  ufe  in  arm«» 
— awkward,  ignorant,  difinclined  to  the  fervice,  and  fpi« 
ritlefs.  Various  reafons  are  afligned  for  this  change  in 
the  dirpofltion  of  the  natives  fince  the  time  of  the  French 
gpvernment.  It  may  partly  be  owing  to  a  difufe  of  arms, 
out  I  believe  principally  to  the  unpopularitjf  of  their 
Seigneurs^  and  to  the  poifon  which  the  emilTaries  of  the 
rebels  have  thrown  into  their  minds.  Should  I  find  the  new 
companies  up  the  country  better  compofed,  or  that  the  well 
aifedcd  parties  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  turn  out  volunteers, 
though  but  for  a  (hort  occafion,  as  they  did  laft  year,  I 
fball  move  Sir  Guy  to  exert  further  meafures  to  augment  my 
li^mbcrs. 

The  army  will  fall  (hort  of  the  ftrength  computed  in  Eng-^ 
land  ;  the  want  of  the  camp  equipage,  cloathing,  and  many 
other  ntxreflary  articles,  will  caufe  inconvenience ;  1  am  ne^ 
verthelefs  determined  to  put  the  troops  deilined  for  my  com--, 
mand  immediately  in  motion  ;  and,  aflifted  by  the  fpirit  and 
health  in  which  they  abound,  I  am  confident  in  the  profped 
of  overcoming  difficulties  and  dilappointments. 

Having  fettled  all  meafures  with  Sir  G.uy  Carleton,  both 
for  this  purpofe  and  for  the  expeditious  tranfport  of  the 
iiorcs  as  they  nruiy  arrive,  and  having  already  dilpatchcd  in-^ 
ftrudions  to  Captain  Lutwidge,  who  commands  the  fleet 
tupoQ  Lake  Champ  lain,  to  fecure  the  navigation,  in  which  T 
dearly  fee  he  will  find  no  trouble,  I  Ihall  proceed  in  perfon 
this  afternoon  for  Montreal*  and  from  thence  make  my  final' 
aj-rangementfi  for  purfulng  the  King's  orders*  *  ' 

'■  I  (hould  think  myfelf  deficient  in  juftice  and  in  honot^r,' 
^efe  I  tQ  cigfe  my  letter  without  mentioLing  the  fenfe  T 

H  h  4  enter- 
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catextaior  of  Gepeipl  Carkton's  condu(^  ;  that  he  wa$ 
anxioufly  defirous  of  leading  the.  military  .operations  out 
^f  ^he>  proyiji;icc,  is.  eafUy  to  be  difcerned  \  but  his  dcFereuce 
tp-hisMajtfiy's  d^iijoij;^  and  his  zeal  to  give  efFe£l  to  his 
ineafiircs-in  priy  hajpds,  are  equally  manifeft,  exemplary, 
^pd  fatisfa<2ory*  I  fhall  take  every  poffible  means  to  tranf^ 
mi't  to  your  Lordlhip  an  account  of  my  proceedings  frpip 
ti^  to  time,  and  have. the  honour  to  be,  with  perfeft 
relpciSl,  .  '  .. 

\' .-      .    Yoiir  Lordfliip's  mod  obedient  and  moft  humble 
Servant, 

J.  BURGOYNE. 
.       P.S. 

I  have  mentioned  nothing  of  intelligence  concerning  the 
enemy,  concluding  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  will  tranfmit  the 
material  part  of  it,  and  in  a  manner  more  full  than  in  my 
power  to  do.  I  underftand  they  have  laboured  hard  to 
llrengihen  Ticonderoga,  and  threaten  a  vigorous  refiftance 
there,  and  that  they  have  built  fome  veflels  on  Lake  George, 
as  your  Lordihip  may  remember  1  had  forefeen. 

C^y  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Burgoync  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  ^^j!/^</ Montreal,  May  19,  1777. 
•    My  Lord, 

.  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordfliip  the  day  I  left 
Cjuebec,  having  reafon  to  imagine  this  letter  may  reach  that 
place  in  time  to  be  difpatched  with  my  former  one,  I  cannot 
omit  the  occafion  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  hopes  I 
exjjreiTcd  of  being  able  to  put  the  troops  in  motion  wi^Hout 
Vaitipg.the  arrival  of  the  fleets  from  England  and  Ireland, 
airc.<;pn6rmed. 

,,\Tne  only  delay  isoccafioned  by  the  impraflicability  of  the 
rgaids,  owtng  to  fate  extraordinary  heavy  rains,  and  this  diffi* 
(juity  will  be  fpeedily  removed,  by  exerting  the  fervices  of  the 
^aHlbes  as  foon  as  the  weather  clears.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
9^i' ^ploying  every  means  that  water  carriage  will  admit  for 
arawihg;tne  troops  and  ftories  towards  their  point.  1  truft  t 
flfall  T>?ye.  veflels  fufEcient  to  move  the  array  and  ftores  toger 
thef,  and  m  that  cafe,  will  take  port  at  once,  within  fight  of 
1|!^iconderoga,  and  only  make  ufe  of  Crown  Point  for  my  hof- 
Jfitafsfr^'magazines.  '  .  ' 

'  ■  A,  9btitiniration  of  intelligchce  from  different  (jpies  and 
a^'fertersj  confirm  the  defign  of  the  eneniy  to  di/pute.TiT 
^pnderoga  vigoroufly.  They  arc  alfo  building  bow^galBei 
.V\    ''"'•'  .■■-''  at 
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to  force  a  fiipply  of  provifions,  to  intercept  Kinforcememse^ 
and  to  confirm  tne  jealoufy  X  have  in  many  wavs  endeavouMi" 
to  cicite  in  the- New  England  provincec;  but  nnding  that  tilt' 
enemy  are  bbouring  to  rentove  their  magazines  from  Fortt ' 
George  and  Edwardsi  and  every  where  ckdrojing  the  roads^' 
and  preparing  to  drive  and  burn  the  country  towards  Albany^ 
I  have  determined  to  empby  them  to  prevent,  if  poflibie,  by 
their  terror,  the  continuance  of  thofe  operations  ;  and  after  ar* 
riving  at  Albanv  they  may  be  employed-  to  renew  the  alarm 
towards  Conned icut  and  BoAon« 

Your  Lordihip  will  pardon  me  if  I  a  little  lament  that  my 
orders  do  not  give  me  the  latitude  I  ventured  to  propofe  in  mf 
original  projeS  for  tlie  campaign >  to  make  a  real  effort  inftead 
of  a  feint  upon  New  England.  As  things  have  turned  out, 
were  I  at  liberty  to  march  in  force  immdliately  by  xny  Ieft» 
inflead  of  my  right,  I  ibould  have  little  doubt  of  fubduing  l)e^  . 
fore  winter  the  provinces  where  the  rebellion  originated. 

If  my  late  letters  reach  Mr.  Howe,  I  ftill  hope  this  plaa 
may  be  adopted  from  Albany ;  in  the  mean  while  my  utmoilr 
exertions  (hall  continue,  accordiiig  to  my  inftrudions,  to  force' 
a  jun£lion.  ^ 

I  have  fent  fome  Indians  through  the  woods,  in  the  hope  of 
their  reaching  St.  Leger,  with  the  account  of  my  progreis;^ 
fK>w  is  the  critical  time  for  his  puih  upon  the  Mohawk,  t' 
have  certain  intelligence  that  all  the  country  round  FbrrStafi^i 
wix  is  in  alarm  ;  but  I  imagine  it  proceeds  from  the  appear<Av 
anceof  fome  favages  detaclv^  by  Colonel  Butler,  not  appra^;^ 
hending  St.  Leger  can  be  got  quite  fo  forward.  •  - ' 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lteutenant -General  Burgoync  to  :L(^4: 
George  Germain,  i/tf/r^Camp,  near  S&rsLtogn,  A^gu/}  ifo^ 
^777*        IPrlvu/d.]  -^  . 

My  Lord, 

I  NEED  not  enlarge  upon  the  concern  f  have  in  commti***' 
nicating  any  finifter  events.     I  am  perfuaded  your  LordflifA; 
will  give  me  credit  for  partaking  every  Tentiment  that  yoiiV- 
Lordihip,  or  any  other  man  warmed  with  principle  aiid  zesu 
in  this  conteft,  call  fed,  ^ 

In  regard  to  the  affair  of  Saintcoick,  I  have  only  to  .sui| 
to  the  public  account,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  fituarion  to 

jiifti^ 
J 
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f^eritpon  the  meaTurfriby  my  iuojeriors*  I  mcian'tojempLdy:)^' 
tlon  ^.  'particularly  upon  detacnm^nts^  for  keeping  ^thes 
cWnlJTjia  afwe*  arid  procuring  cattle  ;  their taJiufe,.Jlc3B-of 

KGti  i^illbe  great>Ln  the:p»cfervatiDn  of  the  national  trogps  ijr-^ 
tihe  nnporeinon  wh^ii^.JviU  be  caufed  lupompublicopT.H) 
iu^n#.](]ipid<l.Fcovincials  bd  fccn  ading  vigorojifly^ in  fhet* 
€^4fe  efvthie  King,  will  be  yet  more  advantageoiuf,  andy  i 
Ij»ift,ful]y  jnftiiy  theexpeoce.  ;.:).,        :    -      ::     •  ;■ 

si^he  numifefto^of  w-hicttJ^enclofed  yout  Lacdiblp  a  copy.^ 
in  my  lad  difpatches,  and  herelfvitfa  fend  a^  duplicate^ rhasD^ 
gip«iteflfe<Ji  where, ^he  country  is  not  in  the  po wed  of  the 
f  cbels ;  jwhere  it  is,  the:<:ommittees  turn  all- their  efforts  to 
Cf^uoleraA it*    They, -watch  or  imprifon  all  fufpefted  pqr*-/.^ 
fpASi^  CfHsnpel.  the  people  in  general  to  take  arms,  and  to^' 
drive  the  cattle  and  to  burn  tfcc  corn»  under  penality  of;  irn^^ 
mediate  death.     Great  numbers  have  been  hanged.   .Shoolii" 
ihefe  wre^hes  fucceed.to  make,  a  de£ert  of  the.  country,  by -"^ 
fine  and  ma(&cre>  it  will  at  Icaft  be  a  pleafing  refleSioni  that 
vehile  advantages  are  reaped  from  the  cJement   part  of:  then 
roaoifefta>  they,  and  not  the  King's  troops,  are  the  execiMwe^ 
tjoners  of  its  threats.  \>i  I  le 

Your  Lordftiip  will  have  obferved  I  have  made  no  mei- 
iton  of  the  Indians  in  the  purfuit  from  Ticonderoga*  .Itt: 
is  not  poflible  to  draw   them   in  many  refpefls  fifom  thei; 
plunder    of   that   place,  and   I  confidentially  acknpwledge.*! 
this  is  not  the  only  indance  in  which   I  have  found   little^ 
more. than  a  nan)e.     If,  under  the  nianagcment  oftheirt 
conduflors,  they  are  indulged,  for  intereded.  reafons,  in^^ll.: 
the  caprices  and  humours   of  fpoiled  children,  like   them 
they  grow  more  unreafonable  and  importunate  upon  every 
new  favour ;  were  they  left  to  themfelves,  enormities  too 
horrid  to  think  of  would  enfue,  guilty  and  innoeent,  women , 
anil  tnfanh?,  would  be  a  cominoh  prey.  J'^ 

ThbXis  the  charafler'  of  the  lower  Canadian  IndiajK, 
who  alone  have  been  with  the  army  hitherto.  I  am  In- 
formed the  Outawas,  and  other  remote  nations,  who  are. 
within  two  days  march  of  joining  me,  are  more  brave  and 
nifj^fi^^^hh ;.  that  they  profe^  w^r,  not  pillage.  They 
a^B '^^^ij the  .dire£tions,of  a  M.  St  Luc,  a  Caniidian  ge£fcj«.; 
tl^tnarij^.  Honpur  and  parts,  and,  one  of  the  bcfi  pariizanjfj^ 

^'f?-i^f>S?^?^  K'**^  ^^^^  ^'^'^'^^  ^^^i-^^^  ^^^  Langlade,  the  yj^ry/j 
man   wTvo  jprbje^ed  and  eJiecuted   wiih   t^cTc  very  natiri^nji; 
tb&^d^jpa^of  General  ^E^iJIflfK:^.  .    My.  iirii  liireiniim  jfas 
^^j^flW-^ii  V^hglQ  carj>^''tp.^'iji  tc^^^  immediat^y,, 
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to  force  a  fupply  of  provifions,  to  intercept  reinfbrccmetits^' 
and  to  confirm  the  jeatoufy  I  have  in  many  ways  endeavouvel 
to  excite  in  the-New  England  provinces;  but  finding  that  tht 
enemy  are  labouring  to  remove  their  magazines  from  Forts 
George  and  Edwards,  and  every  where  Scdrojing  the  roadSf 
and  preparing  to  drive  and  burn  the  country  towards  Albany^ 
I  have  determined  to  employ  them  to  prevent,  if  poflibte,  by 
their  terror,  the  continuance  of  thofe  operations  ;  and  after  ar- 
riving at  Albanv  they  may  be  employed  to  renew  the  alarm 
towards  Conneaicut  and  Bofton. 

Your  Lordlhip  will  pardon  me  if  I  a  little  lament  that  mj 
orders  do  not  give  me  the  latitude  I  ventured  to  propofe  in  my 
original  projed  for  tlie  campaign,  to  make  a  real  effort  inftead 
of  a  feint  upon  New  England.  As  things  have  turned  out, 
were  I  at  liberty  to  march  in  force  immediately  by  my  left» 
inflead  of  my  right,  I  ihould  have  little  doubt  of  fubduing  be^ 
fore  winter  the  provinces  where  the  rebellion  originated. 

If  my  late  letters  reach  Mr.  Howe,  I  dill  hope  this  plan 
oay  be  adopted  from  Albany ;  in  the  mean  while  my  utmoft 
exertions  (hall  continue,  accordirig  to  my  inftrudions,  to  force 
a  junction. 

I  have  fent  fome  Indians  through  the  woods,  in  the  hope  of 
their  reaching  St.  Leger,  with  the  account  of  my  proerefs; 
now  is  the  critical  time  for  his  pulh  upon  the  Mohawk,     l  ^ 
have  certain  intelligence  that  all  the  country  round  FbrrStan^; 
wix  is  in  alarm  ;  but  I  imagine  it  proceeds  from  the  appear^i^ 
ance  of  fome  favages  detach^  by  Colonel  Butler,  not  appro-  : 
bending  St.  Leger  can  be  got  quite  fo  forward. 


Opy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant -General  Burgoyne  to  Lo^d 
George  Germain,  dated  Camp,  near  Saratoga^  A.gufi  ^o. 

My  Lord, 

I  NEED  not  enlarge  upon  the  concern  I  have  in  comrnti* ' 
nicating  any  finifter  events.     I  am  perfuaded  your  Lordihifk 
will  give  me  credit  for  partaking  every  fentiment  that  yoUr 
Lordfhip,  or  any  other  man  warmed  with  principle  and  ze)^ 
in  this  conteft,  cah^  feel. 

In  regard  to  the  affair  of  Saintcoick,  I  have  only  toadif 
to  the  public  account,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  fimation  to 

jufti% 
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.^o^ibe  Congr^fs/  and  ts^  mznf  miKfia  d^  twf  ptea(b#*  -fie  is 
Hibeatrf&iar  (tdm  being  tkfiaitnt  in  artili^hr,  'ha^tig  reti^iVed 
Ulliithq  ptebes  that  vmeP  landed  from  the  Ff«neh  (fips  wMth 
^gbt.into  BoAon.     V 

.  Had  i%  latitude  in  my  orders,  I  (boukl  thiftk  it  my  ^uifto 
^rait'in  this  pofition,  or  perhaps  as  far  back  as  Fort  Ed^ardf 
where  my  communication  with  Lake  George  would  b&  per- 
fedly  fecure,  till  fome  event  happened  to  aflift  my  moVetti^ht 
forward  ;  b\it  my  orders  being  pofitive  to  "  force  a  jifl«dr«>n 
**  with  Sir  William  Howe,  '*  1  apprehend  I  am  fioi  at  HlMsMv 
to  remain  inadive  longer  than  (hall  be  neceflary  to  collect 
about  twenty-five  days  provi^n,  and  to  receive  the  reinf(^ce* 
ttient  of  the  additional  companies,  the  German  drafts  and  t^« 
cruits  now  (and  unfortunately  only  n$w)  on  Lake  Champlain. 
The  waiting  the  arrival  of  ihis  reinforcement  is  of  indifpenfllo 
We  neceflity,  becaufe,  from  the  hour  I  pafs  the  Hudfon'S  riv^'r, 
and  proceed  towards  Albany,  all  fafety  of  communication 
ceafes.  I  muft  exped  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  froAi  my 
left  will  take  pofl  behind  me.  I  hav^  put  out  of  the  queftion 
the  waiting  longer  than  the  lime  neceflary  for  the  foregoing 
^foipofes,  becauie  the  attempt,  then  critical,  depending  ort^^ad* 
Venture,  and  the  fortune  that  often  accompanies  it,  and  hardly 
juftifiable  but  by  orders  from  the  ftatc,  would  afterwards  be 
confummately  defperate.  I  mean,  my  Lord,  that  by  moving 
foon,  though  I  (houldmeet  with  infurmountable difficulties  to 
my  progrefs,  I  ihall  at  leaft  have  the  chance  of  fighting  my 
^ay  back  to  Ticonderoga  ;  but  the  feafon  a  little  further  ad- 
vanced^ the  diitance  increafed,  and  the  march  unavoidably 
lardy,  becaufe  furrounded  by  enemies,  a  retreat  might  be  Ihtjt 
by  impenetrable  bars  of  the  elements,  and  at  the  fame  time  lio 
podible  means  of  exiftence  remain  in  the  country. 
:;  When  I  wrote  more  confinently,  I  little  forefaw  that  I  was 
to  be  left  to  purfue  my^  way  through  fuch  a  trad  of  country, 
juid.bofts  of  foes,  without  any  co-operation  from  New  York  ; 
Bor  did  I  then  think  the  garrifoning  of  Ticonderoga  woulU 
fall  to  my  (hare  alone  ;  a  dangerous  experiment  would  it  be  to 
kalUe'that  poil  in  weaknefs,  and  too  heavy  a  drain  it  is  upon 
ihelAlife<^ blood  of  my  force  to  give  it  due  ftrength. 
iikTtyet  do  not  defpond.  Should  I  fucceed  in  torcing  my  way 
io^  Albany,  and  find  that  country  in  a  itate  to  fubliit  my  army, 
IrfliaU  think  no  more  of  a  retreat,  but  at  the  worft  fortify 
iklore^and  await  Sir  W.  Howe's  operations. 
-rh    .-    ..  ...        ..^   ^     .:■■:■      ■        -  What. 


-•W.J 
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The  confeqnences  of  this  affair,  my  Lord,  have  little  effett 
upon  the  ftrengih  or  fpirits  of  the  army ;  but  the  profjpefir'of 
the  cimpaienin  other  refpects  is  far  lefs  profperoua  than  whea 
I  wrote  laft.     In  fpite  of  St.  Leger's  vidory,  Fort  St&nwK 
lioids  out  obdinately.     I  am  afraid  tbs  expedationi  of  Sir  J'. 
Jiohnron  greatly  fail  in  the  rifmg  of  the  country.    On  this  (idtt 
1  find  daily  reafun  to  doubt  the  finceiity,  or  the  reflation  of 
the  profefling  loyaliits.     1  have  about  400,  but  not  half  of 
them  armed,  who  may  be  depended  upon  ;  the  rtii  are  trim* 
men,  merely  aduated  by  intercft.     The  great  bulk  of  th^ 
country  is  undoubtedly  with  the  Congrefs,  in  principle  and  in 
xeal  \  and  their  mcafures  are  executed  with  a  fecrecy  and'dil- 
patch  that  are  not  to  be  equalled.  Wherever  the  king's  ibrceft 
point,  militia,  to  the  amount  of  3  or 4000,  aflembtein  twenty- 
four  hours  ;  they  bring  with  them  their  fublllleiice,  &c;  atid^ 
the  alarm  over,  they  return  to  their  farms,     l^he  Hampfbirt 
Grants,  in  particular,  a  country  tmpeoplcd,  and  almo(t  un- 
known in  the  laft  war,  now  abounds  in  the  molt  active  tfrtil 
jnott  rebellious    race  of  the  Continent,  and   hangs  like  a 
gathering  (torm  upon  my  life.     In  all  parts  the  indiifiry  ainl 
'management  m  driving  cattle,  and  removing  corn,  are  iiide:- 
fatigable  and  certain  ;  and  it  becomes  impracticable  to  move 
.without   portable    maj^azines.      Another  moil   enibaiJratUrtg 
xircumltance  is  the  want  of  communication  with  Sir.  Wil- 
liam Howe :  of  the  mcirengers  I  h<ave  (cnt  1  know  of  tui> 
being  hanged,  and  am  ignorant  wheihcrr  any  of  the  relt  ah- 
rivcd.     The  fanic  late  has  probably  attended  ihofe  difpatchwl 
-by  Sir  William  Howe  ;  tor  only  one  letter  is  come  lo  hand, 
informing  me,  that  his  intention  is  for  Fennlylvania  ;  that 
Washington   has  detached   Sullivan  with  2500  men  to  Al- 
bany ;  that  Putnam  is  in  the  Highlands  with  400  men  ;  «thjU 
after  my  arrival  at  Albany  the  movements  of  the  enemy  niuit 
guide  mine  ;  but  that  he  wilhed  the  enemy  might  be  driven 
out  of  the  province  bctoreany  operation  took  place  aga.in(l  the 
Connerticut ;  that  Sir  Hcniy  Clinton  remained  in  the-  com- 
mand in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York,  and  vvould  acl  as 

occurrences  might  direct.  .» 

No  operation,-  my  Lord,  has  yet  been  undtrrtaken  iuMhy 
favour  :  the  Highlands  have  not  even  been  threatened.  -  I'he 
confcqueuce  is,  that  Putnam  has  detached  two  brigades  ao 
.Mr.  Gates,  who  is  now  iirongly  poHed  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Mohawk  river,  with  an  army  fuperiur  to  mine  iacrtiops 
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.otAe  Oon^Pi%  and  ts^  many  militia  ^t  he  pteafbi*  -He  is 
^<like«tir&'far  (tdm  bein^  (kfid«nt  in  artili^ihr,  ^having  rec^^ived 
laHiithq  pi^s  that  w^ePianded  from  the  French  (bips  wt^h 
>||bt'ipto  BoAoif ••-'''- ■ 

.  Had  I^  latitude  in  my  brden,  I  (houkl  thfftk  it  my  duty^o 
wait-in  this  pofition,  or  perhaps  as  far  back  as  Fort  Edvi^ardf 
where  my  communication  with  Lake  George  would  btf  pet- 
fedly  fecure,  till  fome  event  happened  to  aflift  my  moV^hn^ht 
forward  ;  b\it  my  orders  being  pofitivc  to  "  force  a' JKJrtdrdn 
«<  with  Sir  William  Howe,  '*  1  apprehend  I  am  fioi  at  KhMv 
to  remain  inadive  longer  than  (hall  be  neceflary  to  coIle£t 
about  twenty-five  days  provi^n,  and  to  receive  the  reinfd^ce-* 
ttient  of  the  additional  companies,  the  German  drafts  and  t^« 
cruits  now  (and  unfortunately  9nly  fmvj  on  Lake  Champlaitl. 
The  waiting  the  arrival  of  4his  reinforcement  is  of  indifpet)^* 
We  neceflity,  becaufe,  from  the  hour  I  pafs  the  Hijdfon*S  riv^'r, 
and  proceed  towards  Albany,  all  fafety  of  communication 
ceafes.  I  muft  exped  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  froteittty 
left  will  take  poft  behind  me.  I  havfe  put  out  of  the  queftion 
the  waiting  longer  than  the  lime  neceflary  for  the  foregoing 
'focpofes,  becauie  the  attempt,  then  critical,  depending  ot^ad* 
venture,  and  the  fortune  that  often  accompanies  it, and  hardly 
ji4lifiable  but  by  orders  from  the  (iatc,  would  afterwards  be 
confummately  defperate.  I  mean,  my  Lord,  that  by  moving 
foon,  though  I  (houldmeet  with  infurmountable difficulties  to 
my  pcpgre^,  I  ihall  at  leaii  have  the  chance  of  fighting  my 
^ay.back^to  Ticonderoga  ;  but  the  feafon  a  little  further  ad- 
vanced^ the  diitance  increafed,  and  the  march  unavoidably 
lardy,  becaufe  furrounded  by  enemies,  a  retreat  might  be  Ihllt 
bfixhpenetrable  bars  of  the  elements,  and  at  the  fame  time  Tib 
poflibk.  means  of  exiftence  remain  in  the  country. 
.;  When  I  wrote  more  confidently,  I  little  forefaw  that  I  wis 
to  be  left  to  purfue  my^  way  through  fuch  a  trad  of  country, 
JUxl;hofts  of  foes,  without  any  co-operation  from  New  York  ; 
nor  did  I  then  think  the  garrifoning  of  Ticonderoga  wouKl 
fall t6 my. (hare  alone  ;  a  dangerous  experiment  would  it  be  to 
koiie^that  poil  in  weaknefs,  and  too  heavy  a  drain  it  is  U|KMti 
ihei>life.^blood  of  my  force  to  give  it  due  (^rength. 
tju^yet  da  not  defpond.  Should  I  (ucceed  in  torcing  my  way 
io  Albany,  and  find  that  country  in  a  Itate  to  fubltit  my  army, 
l:(liaU: think  no  tnore  of  a  retreat,,  but  at  th^  worfl  fortify 
itocirand  await  Sir  W.  Howe's  operations.  •■' 
-.ijH'-    ..  :   ...        :.^  ^     .    ro.-    •         ^  Whal^ 

^.i.:v/    I-      :...      .^;:--.    :   .r    r  /       "    . 
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« ;  WM<^ver  may  be  my  fate,  my  Lord,  I  fubmit  my  adioDS 
llQilb?  breaft  of  the  Kin^,  and  to  the  candid  judgment  of 
JiUkf'ftofeffionf  when  all  tne  motives  become  public ;  and  I 

reft  in  the  confidence,  that  whatever  decifion .  may  be  paflU 
oupon  my  coddud,  my  good  intent  will  not  be  queftionM; 
.t  T  I  cannot  clofe  Co  ferioiis  a  letter  without  exprefling  my 
,  fulleft  fatisfadion  in  the  behaviour  and  countenance  of  the 

troops,  and  my  complete  confidence  that  in  all  triaU  they  will 

^  whatever  can  be  expeded  from  men  devoted  to  their  King 

and  Country.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  BURGOYNB. 

p.  S.  Upon  re-perufing  this  letter,  I  am  apjpreheniive 
that  the  manner  in  which  I  have  expreifed  myfelt,  refpe£k« 
iag  the  re*inforcement  being  only  upon  Lake  Champlatn, 
may  feem  ambiguous. — I  do  not  mean  to  impute  the  delay 
to  any  thing  but  accidents — nor  do  I  mean  to  conteA  Sir 
Guy  Carleton*s  reafoning  upon  not  complying  with  my.  se- 
^uiiitioos  to  garrifon  Ticunderoga— >1  only  lament  it.      .-: 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  U  kud 
George  Germaine,  (Lted  Albany,  7.0th  October  l^^^•.^ 
{Private^  by  Lord  Peter(hami|;' 

My  Lord, 

I   HAVE  liale  to  add    to  my  public  letter  refpefUog 

the  couric  of  unfuccefsful  events  therein  detailed.    h'»€ii 

.my  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  the  King  and  his  couocils, 

•fOifupport  the  General  they  thought  proper  to  appoint  to :«b 

jirdkious  an  undertaking,  and  under  as  pofitive  a  dfredaoii, 

as  perhaps  a  cabinet  ever  framed.     It  will,  I  ami&irfa,- be 

:xemembered,  my  Lord,  that  a  preference  of  exert ioiu^>was 

th^  only  latitude  given  me,  and  that  to  force  a  jun6)ion  wi^ 

Sir  William  Howe,  or  at  lead  a  pallage  to  Albany,  was  ilvt 

'(>rinciple,  the  letter,  and  the  fpirit  of  my  orders.  .  w 

,.    Indeed  the  appearances  at  the  time  1  paiTed  the  Hudfoa's* 

i:iver,  though  lubjed  to  doubt  in  fome  inftances,  as  I  then 

wrote  your  Lordiliip,  were,  upon  a  general  view,  fuch  aa.il 

amperfuaded  would  have  rendered  inadtion.cenfurable,  had.'my 

orders*   inftead  of  being  peremptory,   been  dircretionary.-<*i. 

^mmifesof  t:be  profefling  loyalifts  were  .not  then  braugMiti) 

theteft;  the  fpirit  of  the  enemy,  in  combat  againftr^gidir 

.British  troops,  had  only  been  tried  at  Ticonderoga,  at  Hu« 

berton,   at  Skenefborough,   and  fort  Anne ,    in    all  which 

places 
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fiiisMZes  it  had  failed ";  the  total  difappointment  of  effeSual 
co-operation  could  Dot  be  forcfpen  or  fuppofcd;  and  furc  f 
alnVtmd  I'thei)  .m'ad^  feppofition  that  any  thing  like  what 
bfl$'tiA]bpe)tcd  tnight'have  happened,  and  remained  cau- 
tioufly  poiied,  no  exertion  attempted,  my  condii6l  wonkl 
havc-t^ecw-h^d-  tndefer»6We  ^  every  clafs  and  dii^indion  of 
men  ingovernment^-jn  thearmy,  and  in  the  public. 

Tpc  expjjdirncy  of  advancing  being  admitted,  the  con- 
fequences  have  been  honourable  misforiunes.  The  Britifli 
have  perfevered  in  a  (Irenuous  and  Moody  progrefs.  Had 
the  force  been  all  Britilb,  perhaps  the  pcrfeverance  h^^d 
been  longer  :  but>  as  it  was,  will  it  be  faid,  my  Lord,  that  in 
the  exhaufted  fituation  defcribcd,  and  in  the  jaws  of  fa- 
mine,  and  inverted  by  quadruple  numbers,  a  treaty  which 
faves  the  army  to  the  ftaie,  for  the  next  campaign,  was  not 
more  than  could  have  been  expedled  r  I  call  it  faving  the 
army  \  becaufe,  if  fent  home,  the  ftate  is  thereby  enabled 
to  lend  forth  the  troops  now  deftined  for  her  internal 
defence;  if  exchanged,  they  become  a  force  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  as  effedually,  as  if  any  other  jundion  had  been 
made.  • 

I  fliould  now  hold  myfelf  unjuflifiable  if  I  did  not  con* 
fiiie  to  your  Lord Uiip  my  opinion,  upon  a  near  infpcdlion, 
of  the  rebel  troops.  The  llanding  orps  which  I  have  feen 
aredifciplined.  I  do  not  hazard  the  term,  but  apply  it  to  the 
'  great  fundamental  points  ot  military  inltiiution — fobriety, 
lubordination,  regularity,  and  courage.  The  militia  arc 
.  infer^ior  in  method  and  movement,  but  not  a  jot  Icfs  fcrvice- 
able  in  woods.  My  conjeflures  were  very  different  after  tht 
affair  of  Ticoudcroga  i  but  1  am  convinced  they  were  delu- 
•ive,  and  it  is  a.duty  to  the  iiate  to  coufefs  rt. 

The  panic  ot  the  rebel  troops  is  confined,  and  of  fliort 
duration  ;  the  enthuliafm  is  extcnfive  and  permanent. 

Itiis  a  juftice  to. Major  General  Philips^  to  inform  your 
Lordihip,  that  when  the  criiisof  our  fiiuaiion  at  Saratoga 
airivtfd^  he  very  haudr9vnely  offered  to  hazard  his  perfon  by 
making  a  circuit  through  the  woods,  JL^d  attempt  to  throw 
h»mfell;  into  T.i^^'^^ideroga,  to  defend  that  place,  (hould  it 
be  ite  objjft  ot  the  enemy  to  endeavouf  the  retaking  it. 

In  rcgarti  to  niyfcU,  I  aui  funk  in  mi;id  and  body  ;  but 
wiiilc  I  have  a  lacuUy  of  either,  ii  Ihall  be  exerted  for  the 
King's  fervicc.  I  "ihall  wait  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bof- 
ton,  the  orders  ol  Sir  William  Howe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  J.  Burcoyne. 


A.  1779. 


DEBATES, 


4S1 


Difirihtim  if  thtftliiimmt  BritlA  mh/  ^*T*ig?  Ctrpst  wtdtr 
tie  Commmd  t/tis  ExicUeiu^  General  SiryiiHima  How^. 
K.  B.  New-York,  8/J&  May  1777- 
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C^<|hp  jgthof  February  the  Hoitfe  adjourned  to  the  22d. 

^*rhe  Hoj^rcin^comiiUtecDn  the  mutiny  bill. 

yoL  Sarre^hCaytd;  that  ivhenthe  fiipplies  for  the  army 
Were  voted,  he  had  taken  an  opportunity  of  hinting,  that  he 
ih'ouid  at  fome  prppertkne  pro{X)fe  to  tne.HQufe»  that  every 
fpldier  jOhouId  be  in  the  army  for  a  limited  term  only i  Indeed 
the  HpMfe.had  already  pafleH' an  ad  to  that  purpofe>  re- 
tpSRing  recruits  to  be  taken  into  his  MajeAy's.fervice,  .but 
what  he  how  had  to  offer  was,  that  it  might  extend  to  the  mi* 
Ktiry  in 'general.;  T'hat  foldiers  (hould~  be  inlifted  for  life 
was,  in  his  opinion,  a  mod  prepoderous  idear  and  had  ever 
been  repuijinint  tcr  his  feelings.  In'fupport  of  that  opinion^ 
there  was  a  great  iawyef  f  Judge  Blackftone]  in  this  country^ 
Tfrlfb  might  De  mentioned ;  for.  that, he  had,  though  even  a 
friend  to  prerogative,  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  *^  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  to'  the  conflitution  of  this  free  country^ 
and  condbcive  to  the  military ;ferviee,  that  foldiers  fbouM  te 
enlified  to  ferve  for  a  linnited  time." 

X^  other  countries  the  method  had  long  been  in  pradlice ; 
nay,  he  believed  in  every  part  of  the  world  ^  in  Fr mcty  m 
Spain,  an'Jon  the  continent,  he  was  fure  it  was  in  ufev  How^ 
(brpri(ing!  how  afloniffaing  was  it  then;  that  in  England 
^l9ne,  that  free  conftitufion,  foldiers  (hoUld  be  kept  in  invery^ 
Tor  life !  'It  was  the  hardfliip  that  caufed  fo  much  defertion«. 
For  thofe,  and  many  other  reafons,  he  would  therefore  joaove, 
that  a  claufe  be  inferted"in  the  mutiny  bill,  to  extend  to  die 
airmy  in  general,  that  no  man  fliould  remain  a  foldier  in  the 
fervice  of  the  King,  for  a  tongerfpace  of  time  than  fevcn 
years.  - 

Sir  fTiHram  Hotve  faid,  though  he  did   noj   quite  cofti* 
cide  with'the  righr  honourable  gentleman',  yet  if  it  (hduldbe: 
reftdved  tp  limit  the  fervitude  of  foldiers,  he  thought  that  ten 
years  would  be  a  more  prpper  term  than  fevcn.     For  be  was  ■ 
of  opinion,  that  mca  could  hardly  be  brought  into  any  ufe- 
ful  difciplipe,  within  the  laft.  mentioned  time ;  ^nd  the  dif^ - 
ficultv  )»  believed  was  hardly. to  i>e    forefeen,  how  comw.' 
mandiers  in  chief  wpujd  be  able  to  aft  wjth  foldiers  abrpad  ?^ 
'in  the  EaffMndies,  for  tnftance,  ibpiild  the  foldieiis  ^aim  a^ 
discharge  under  the  priopofed  plapie,  .ho w.-were^  Uiey  to  be 
brcni^honie?    '  r  .^^',. 

Iw.  \7<ifiw/^  wari  oppofed.  the-TirtotJoDjv 

whjichhe'infiaed  upon  was  to  cj^iyf  tJic^rHiy  afltodn-at. 
the  ^tty  time  they  {houl(|  become  oipit  able  to-  ferve;.and  for 
what  purpofe  ?  ti;^^  foldiers  were  coutentcd,  nut  a  finglecpm-v 

plaint 
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plaint  had  ever  been  received  from  therti,  and  ttie  fcrvice 
could  not  be  pur  upon  a  better  footing  than  the  prcfent  one 
^n  which  it  flood.  Nor  oouid  he  ihihk  It  a  Rate  of  flavcxy, 
it  being  oftener  the  cafe  that  officers  find  it  difficult  in  gettir^ 
fid  of  their  men,  than  that  the  men  (hould  be  found  to  folicft 
their  difcharge ;  and  as  to  the  mode  of  fuflfering  their  fervitude 
to  expire  at  a  given  time,  merely  to  give  them  an  opporUmity 
of  re-cnliflini;,  (for  men  thou/rht  the  fervice  an  honour,  and 
were  too  foncTot  it  to  quit  it)  it  would  increafe  the  expences 
of  the  Aate,  and  would,  in  all  probability,  occafion  an  applb- 
cation  to  parliament  for  farther  fupplies. 

Sir  Philiip  Jemtings  Clerke  thought  the  motion  was  founded 
on  principles  perfedlly  confonaut  with  the  nature  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  didates  of  juflice.  The  certainty  of  men 
(crving  for  life,  was  the  cauie  of  frightening  men  from  the 
army.  In  his  time  he  knew  many  mflances  of  brave  and 
healthy  young  men,  rather  entering  into  the  militia,  becaufe 
for  three  years  only,  than  into  his  Majcfty's  fervice,  where 
they  were  fure  to  remain  for  ever  in  flavery. 

General  Conway  owned  that  under  the  late  Duke  of  Cutn- 
berland,  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  fcrve,  he  had  im- 
bibed his  fcntiments,  which  were,  that  foldiers  ought  to  be 
continued  in  the  army  for  life;  but  that  he  had  of  late  years^ 
from  much  expcrieiKe  and  ferious  reflexion,  entirely  altered. 
his  opinion,  which  he  was  free  to  confefs,  though  he  was- 
however  inclined  to  think  that  the  matter  well  merited  a 
bill,  and  was  by  no  means  to  be  introduced  as  a  claufe  in  the 
mutiny  ad. 
General  Burgoyne  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Sir  Edward  AJlley  of  the  fame. 
.  Hon.  Culonel  Stuart  was  againft  the  motion,  being  entire- 
ly of  the  fame  opinion  as  the  fecretary  at  war. 

Mr.  iStfri/ declared  he  was  never  more  aflonilhed  in  his 
liCe  than  he  had  been  at  the  arguments  brought  againft  the 
motion.  The  foldiery,  it  had  been  infifted  upon,  were  not 
inaftateof  flavery.  The  queflion,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  to  fee  whether  they  were  in  flavery  or  not,  and  if  ihcy 
were,  to  examine  them  if  it  was  ncccffary  and  expedient,  to 
continue  them  in  that  ftate  of  flavery  for  the  good  of  t(ic 
fervice.  What  he  conceived  of  a  flave  was  to  be  coori*pelled  , 
to  fcrve  at  the  will  of  another  for  life.  Tha?  he  thbiigjit 
was  a  fhite  of  flavery>  And  was  it  neceffary  ?  WaS  it  ekp^ 
dient  ?  Not  ont  Angle  reafon  had  been  advanced  in  fupjwrt . 
of  ft ;  while,  on  the  other  liand,  the  jimiting  the  feryiiuae  bi* 
a  foldier  was  proved  to'  be  fraught  with  con(cqucnce^  (iVe' 

rauft 
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mod  beneficial  to  the  iurniyy  «s  #en  isa  lioiiotifsHfle  i6''  i!^ 
conftitutton  of  xhh  free  country.  One  great  itfe  it  WouM 
liieivey  would  be  in  preyenririg  defettiont  as  na^  one  wo&Id 
tbink  it  worth  while  to  run  fuoi  a  rifk  of  Idfing  his  life,  whek 
lie  might  have  but  a  fenir  yeafs  to  continue  in  nip  army.  For 
what  was  it  that  madethejife  of  a  foldier  To  terrib!b,'but'h1» 
bein^  obliged  to  ferve'asfuch  for  eitir?  That  mrr  WaS'^fe 
dreadful  Word  that  made  him  mifefabte.  E^n  wije-  viii 
obliged  to  leave  a  friend  for  ever,  (hould  we  not  feci  in  diefeHt* 
bereft  manner  ?  That  iVercutaff  all  hope.  Which  everyone 
Irnew  to  be  the  balm  of  life*  And  furely  the  Way  in  whicRf  il 
foldier  (honourable,  when  not  for  ever)  lived,  cutting  oflp bis 
fellow  creatures,  ought  to  have  a  period.  In  everriitw^ttdii 
6f  life  man  had  fomething  to  Iocmc  forward  to.  HdW  tonlA 
ihe  late  fecretaryat  war  have  borne  his iituatlon," but' thiit 
he  had  other  objefts  in  view  to  fweeten  the  'fiitigt^el  tif 
liffice,  under  which  the  noble  Lord  (JBarri«gtott)  patiently 
Aruj^led  for  five  and  twenty  years,  and  through  as*  itiady 
admmiftrations.  Even  you.  Sir  (to  the  new  fecretary  a(t 
war)  would  never  have  uiiFered  yourfelf  to  have  been  pre« 
vailed  upon  to  fucce^  the  noble  Lord,  unlefs  you  werb 
taught  to  look  forward  for  that  reward  which  foothes  and 
exhilarates  us  under  every  trouble,  and  that  you  fhould, 
like  that  noble  Lord,  be  enabled  one  day  or  other  to  retire 
with  the  fruits  and  comforts  of  your  labour.  Nay,  even 
you.  Sir,  (addrelfing  himfelf  to  the  Speaker)  ferve  but  tor 
a  term  of  years.  Did  you  fit  in  that  chair  for  life,  ft 
would  be  horrid  to  you.  But  fome  other  place.  Sir,  awaits 
you  after  all  your  toil^  and  difficulties  in  fupporting  the  ma* 
jefty  of  the  Commons.) 

Lord  Weftcote  faid,  he  was  againfl  the  motion,  becaufe  he 
knew  many  great  men  thirty  years  ago,  who  were  ajgainft  k 
plan  of  this  kind  at  that  time,  when  ne  remembered  Gene- 
ral Conway  againd  it.  He  did  not  know  what  had  altered 
the  ffencral's  opinion,  but  his  own  was  not  changed.  As 
the  Houfe,  he  thought,  feomed  willing  to  put  it  off,  he  hoped 
Colonel  Barre  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Aubrey  faid,  that  notwithftanding  the  noble  Lord 
(Weftcote)  thought  the  Houfe  deflrous  of  having  the  motion 
withdrawn,  he  was  of  fo  different  an  opinion,  that  he  hoped 
his  right  honourable  frieiiil  would  perfevere  in  it,  as  he  did 
not  doubt  of  the  propriety  or  the  fuccefs  of  putting  it;  for  it 
feeroed  to  him,  that  the  principle  of  that  motion  was  liot  either 
in  juftice  or  polky  ioiferior  to  that  in  which  he  fucceeded 

laft 
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laft  jcATf  and&f  which  every  independeot  man|D  the  Houfen 
and  ID  the  couatry  at  large,  felt  the  bigtieft  obligations  to 
him ;  that  motion  was  for  the  inquiry  into  the  extravagant  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  nioney :  and  it.was  in  the  memory  of 
the  Houfe,  that  in  fpite  of  all  the  oppo&ion  the  moil  leading 
men  on  the  treafury-bench  gave  to  it,  and  in  particular  of  the 
right  honourable  geotlenoan  now  fecretary  at  war,  who  Co 
ftrongly  oppofes  the  prefent,  it  was  carried  without  fo  much 
as  a  divifion. 

Sir  Gtsrgt  Tbtigi  faid,  he  had  not  heard  an  argument  againfl 
the  propriety  of  carrying  the  prefent  motion,  at  this  time ; 
therefore  be  wiQied  gentlemen  would  attend  to  the  motion  it* 
felf,  in  which  they  would  find  that  it  was  not  to  take  placo 
till  the  end  of  the  war.  All  that  was  meant  was  to  .hold 
out  to  the  oU  foldiers  the  confolation  of  their  being  then  to 
cxpeft  equal  juftice. 

The  nrevkxis  ^ueftion  was  putj  and  carried  I^y  i%% 
againft  o8« 
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for  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  218 

Bunbury,  Sir  Charles,  dilapproves  of 
the  new  recruiting  bill  223 

■  lavs  before  the  Houfe  the 
miferabie  ftate  of  oiu*  police       233 

Burgoyne,  Gen.  approves  of  the  pro* 
pofed  amendment  in  the  addreu  to 
the  King  on  his  (peech  48 

leave  to  juftify  him&lf 


againft  the'<  afper fions  of  Lord  Gesu. 
(rcrmain  70 

Burgoyne 


494 
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Bureoync,  General,  rifes  to  clear  him- 
fcTf  of  the  charge  of  cruelty  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Ameritan  war  1 1$ 
•  •  ■  expreffes  his  mdignatipQ  and 
concern  at  the  contempt  thrown  on 
liis  army  at  Bofton  153 

■   i'  preiTes  the  augmentation  of 

the  regiments  at  Saratoga  .190 

•- his  letter  to  HenTy  I^aoren^* 

prefident  of  the  Congrcfe,  dated 
from  Cambridge  204 

■  ■  copy  of  his  letter  to  Major 

Gen.  Heath  ai^ 

fubftance   of   the  remoo* 


a 


fbtuice  made  to  him  by  the  com* 
manding  officers  of  the  troops  of  the 
convention,  foon  after  their  arrtrai 
at  Cambridge  ib. 

his  anfwer  thereto         5H6 

—  copy  of  hit  orders  to  Lieut. 

Col.  Bun,  dated  at  Saratoga       421 

— ^ his  letter  to  Lord  George 

Gerniain,  dated  from  Qncbec    470 

■  another  letter  to  the  fame, 

dated  from  Montreal  47a 

-  fends  another  letter  to  the 


fame,  dated  from   Skeeniborough  ■ 

473 

.  another  letter  to  the  fame, 

dated  from  Saratoga  475 

i.— ^ another  letter  dated  from 

Albany  479 

Burke,  Mr.  fnpports  the  motion  to 
difavow  ^e  coramiflioners*  procla- 
mation 117 

^  rises  in  defence  of  the  mo- 

tion for  the  returns  of  the  army  125 
-fnpports  Mr.  Fox's  motion 


in  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics 

.»- fpeaks  on  the  afBdr  of  the 

Admirals  Keppel  and'  Pallifer,  as 
far  as  they  related  to  the  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  admiralty  139 
-  enters  into  an  inveftigation 


of  the  propriety  of  the  condu<5l  of 
the  admiralty  board  147 

— :  enters  into  the  debate  6n 

the  army  eftiniates  147 

fnpports  Sir  WiUiam  Howe's 

motion  for  papers  %4% 

— i- oppofes   the    pirofecution 

againil  the  riote^ '  246 

-.»— : lupports  the  propofed  alte- 
ration in  the  new  mutiny  bill    4^5 

Biirrell,  Mr.  approves  of  ihe propcfrd 
amendmexft  tO'th«  addrtA  on  the 
King's  fpeecK  '       ti 

mt  "i* '  jyint  in  die  debatcoo  the  ar- 
my cft^^tet  Jl6x 


Painpbell,  Mr.  T.  feconds  th^motioii 
£or  an  addreis  to  the  King  on  hit 
fpecch  3 

Canada  rapera  470,  ftc 

Cavendim,  Lordi  John,  expreflet  hia 
forrow  at  th6  diiagreement  between 
the  Adnurak  Keppel  and  Palliier 

— —  reprefenu  Lord  Mulgrave't 
opinion  of  the  admiralty  conftitu- 
tions  as  abfurd  141 

Clarke,  Sir  P.J.  oppcles  the  report  of 
the  addreis  to  the  King  on  his 
(peech  \  ^k 

—— ^  fuppoFts  the  moiton  ibr  the  re^ 
turns  (xf  the  amy    '  itS 

— —  on  the  admf^on  of  membfirs 
into  the  Hotife  of  Lords  1 74 

•— —  m^es  for  a  call  of  the  Htmfe 

begs  leave,  to  bring  in  a  bill 

against  contraAors  %;^^ 

attacks  the  difpofal  of  the'  eon- 

traa  to  Mr.  Frafer  ^36 

-^ —  fupportt  a  pro^ofed  alteratioa  40 
the  new  mutiny  bill  485 

Clements,  Cape  his  cafe  ftated  by  Sir 
William  Meredith  177 

Coke,  Mr.  moves  for  the  papers  pul^- 
lifhed  by  the  commifiioners  in  Ame- 
rica 8^ 

moves  for  the  difavowal  of  the 

comm^oners*  proclamation      105 

Congrefs,  their  report  on  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne'<  army.  204 

Cdnolly,  Mr.  approves  of  the  mo- 
tion for  difavowing  the  colnmif- 
fioners*  proclamation  '  167 

Contra&ors  bill,  debates  thereoiF  ^35 

Conwaj, Gen.  mentions  affiw wor£' 
relative  to  the  charader  of  Ccdcmel 
Defaguliers  tt% 

■  ■■  deprecates  the  dire  tfftdti^oi 

the  American  w;ir  i8t 

Court-martial  bill,   debates  itiettdn 

Courts-martisd,  copy  of  fhe  ooRiinif- 
dtfa  forJioldin^  them  in  Amcxlpa 


Dartmodfh,  Sari  df,  his  lettp   to 

Lieut.  Gen.  Gage  »53 

-'\ "   '  ■  his  letter  to  Gen.  Howe  ajo 

-ifi f,aod»  another   klter '  to  -tibc 

iWM  ^% 

DartBMoih, 


INDEX. 
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Ptrtmoath,  Earl  of;  lui  letter  to  Sen. 

Howe  ft86 

■■     ...  anotW  2^7 

■  I        another  ftQ6 

■  ■  toother  303 
aoother  304 

Debate  on  the  motion  for  an  addrcff 
to  the  King  on  hit  fpfcch  at  the 
opening  of  the  fei&on  % 

-^—  on  3ie  report  of  the  addrefs   6j 

1 — on  the  motion  for  the  weekly 
returns  of  the  navf  '  83 

• —  on  the  navy  eftmates.  85 

« op  rcfcinding  the  mddon  fur  the 

preekly  returns  of  the  .navy        103 

•— -  on  Mr.  Coke*s  motion  to  difa- 
vow  the  comnufliona>*  proclama- 
tlod  i»5 

i^r —  on  CoL  Barre*$  motion  for  the 
returns  of  the  army  121 

^ on  the  Roman  Catholics  paying 

doi^eUnd-tax  130 

^^^-  on  the  motion  for  an  addre&  to 
order  a  coprt-martial  on  Sir  Hugh 
Pallilcr  131 

•*—  on  the  army  eftimates  153 

•^r-^  on  the  admil&on  of  members 
into  the  Houle  of  I^ords  &c.     1 74 

■  ■  on  the  ordinaries  of  the  navy  1 78 
mmmmm  OH  Admiral  Pigut's  motion  for 

A  hill  to  try  Admiral  Keppel  on 

tiorc  180 

**—  on  the  ordnance  x8x 

■  ■.  entire  new  recruiting  bill  aao 
"■^0^  on  the  hulk  ad  23j' 
— —  on  the  new  court-martial  bill  934 
— -^  on  the  contradors'  bill  23$ 
— —  on  Hir  William  Howe's  motion 

tor  papers  241 

•*: —  on  the  motion  to   difmiis  Sir 

Hugh  Pallifer  249 

■  ■  I    on  the  mutiny  bill  484 
Daqp[ler«  Mr.  laments  that  ho  argu- 
ments could  procure  a  militia  for 
Scotland  129 

X^iftribUtion  of  thirty-one  battab'ons 

lor  the  American  campaign  X776 

269 

■  t  of   his    &Iajeft7*s   troops, 

BrJi^ih  and  Fordgn,  for  the  cam- 
paign 1777  390 

•  ■>  See  the  tables  of  the  above 

481 

Dunning,  Mr,  doles  the  debate  on  the 
moMoQifor  a  oMutpn^uti^  on  Sif 
Htigfa  l^afiirer        .     '  i^o 

■«■  c^pfffip..th<  jt95;cmion  of  the. 
Aotcrs  .  •   .  U9 


Ellis,  Mr.  (treafurer  of  the  navy)  en- 
deavours to  fupport  the  propri^ 
of  th^  navy  eftmiates  9$ 

' joins  in  the  debate  on  the  army 

eftimates  ^  160 

— —  fpeaks  in  fupport  of  the  ordina- 
ries of  the  navy  I  So 

Eftimates  of  horfes  and  waggons  for 

the  American  campaign  1776     276 

■  m   forage  for  the  above  horfea 

a?; 


Fox,  Mr.  Hs  fpeech  on  the  propofed 
addreis  to  the  King  on  his  i{>ecch  4 

^oes  over  the  erounds  of  his  ob- 

jedions  to  the  addrefs  61;    • 

calls  Lx)rd  George  Germain  to 

order  j  7 

■         tjkcs  a  review  of  the  infuffici- 

ency  of  our  navy  99 

■  fiip'wrts  the  motion  for  t\^  ri;- 
tuins  of  ths  army  ijL^ 

L:  akes  a  motion  relative  to  the 

Roiia  n  Ca  holies  130 

——  attacks  Lord  Mulgrave*s  no- 
tions of  the  admiralty  conilitu- 
tions  142 

is  againft  purfuing  ,the  war  in 

iVmerica  JLj.5 

—  in  the  debates  on  the  army  el^i* 
mate»,  replies  to  Governor jbhuftone 

•-*«-  fupports  Gen*  Howe's  motion  tor 
papers  .  «43 

— —  makes  a  motion  for  thj  difRiil- 
iion  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliscr  %^ 

—  and  withdraws  it  25  % 


Gage,  General,  copy  of  his  ]et%^  to 
the  £arl  of  Daruucuth,  dated  ^os- 
•     ton  .2^6 

GateSf  Major  Gen-  a  co'nverXiitloii  be- 
tween him  and  Licutaraut  Coluhcl 
Kii^^jtiion  213, 

Germain,  Lord   George,    repli^  to 
.  iibmc. parts  of  General Burgo^ne's 
fpf  ech    '  .  ^o 

-;rr.  ..■'replies  to  the  acaufationf^ 
.  jnaidy  .ij^gauul  hifp,  hj  Gcneral'lgur-" 
'ioyhc"  ..'  --^5 

'.-  'jrfi  cc  9:^  jy,  -.:.  "u '  .'-^^lifiaa^ 
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Germain,  Lord  Geargt,  it  called  to 
"    order  by  Mr.  Fox         .  77 

m, procetd«'tD  hit  rtply  to  the 

.  General  ib. 

m  replies  to  sin  attack  made  on 

him  b/  Gen.  Howe  11% 

m  '  adverts  to  fome  matters  re- 

bti've  to  the  northern  expedition 
154 
m  his  circular  letter  to  the  go- 

vernor of  New  York,  &c  aoi 

■  ■■  his  letter  to  Gen.  Howe  307 
■  another  to  the  fame       317 

another  319 

— I another  3*0 

.  another  327 

..  extrad  of  a  letter  to  the 

fame  3»8  • 

^ ri^  his  letted  to  General  Howe 

337 

. another  .  348 

.^ 'four  other  letters   to  the 

350—35* 
.  other  letters         365—367- 

other  letters         380-^384 

— • copy  of  a  letter  to  the  fame,' 

mSilkedfeparate  385 

!■  —  other  letters  to  the  «ame 


fame 


392—397 
fends  a  letter  to. Sir  Guy 

Carlcton  400 
other  letters  to  Sir  William 

Howe  404—407 

■  his  letters  to  the  fame  con- 
tinued 415 — 418 

-'^-i^ fends  another  letter  to  the 

-  another  letter  434 

■  other  letters         443 — 450 

•  other  letters  to  the  fame 
454—456 

-  other  letters         460—463 

•  other  letters         468 — 470 


fame 


Gordon,  Lord  George,  oppofes  the 

addrefs  to  his  Majelly  on  his  fpeech 

iz 

Gould,  Mr.  (judge  advocate)  ftarts  a 
matter  relative  to  naval  trials,    19* 

Orenville,  Mr.  moves  for  an  addreis 
to  the  King  on  his  fpeech  at  the 
opening  of  the  fel&on  z 

Grenville,  Mr.  J.  J.  fupports  the  mo- 
tion for  difa vowing  the  commif- 
iiooers'  proclamation  iii 


H. 

Heaeh.  Gen.  his  letter  to  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  %14 


Hat^ey,  Mr.  Alderman,  fpeaks  In  6b» 

fence  of  the  contradors  %$6 

Hartley,  Mr.  H,  W.  on  the  motion  fof 

the  returns  of  the  army  '  ia7 

Howe,  Lord,  approves  of  the  addrefi 

to  the  King.on.J^Wpeech  48 

'■  feconds  .t|M.CM>tion  for  a  bill 

to  try  41pl|K  Bfeppel  on  fhore 

■  a  letter  from  hhn  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated^o^"  Billingport  200 

■  his  letter  to'Gotenior  Tryon, 

dated  off  Sandy-HQo|;V-.  70% 

■  fupports  his  brother's  motion 
for  papNers  341 

Hojve,  Sir  William,  accufes  the  mi-' 

niAry  of  ading  uncaodidly  by  him 

iix 

.  ftron^ly  ur^^es  the  neceffity  of 

an  inquiry  mto  his  condud         159 

moves  for  letters  that  pafTed 

,  between  himfelf  and  Lord  Greorge 
Gemiain  241 

his  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  fiofton  259 

— ^-—  fends  another  letter  to  thtf 
fame,  marked  feparate  261 

— -: — » •  another  to  the  fame,  dated 
from  Bofton  264 

■  '  ■  another  letter  to  the  fame, 
from  the  fame  place  269 

copy  of  a  fcparate  letter  to  the 

fame  273 

another  letter  to   the  fame 

fromBofton  .  280 

'  another  to  the  fame,  and  from 

the  fame  place  282 

'         anotner,  marked  private   284 

■  another  letter  to  the  fame, 
dated  Bofton  285 

*'i   ■    '  another  to  the  fame  291 

'        another  295 

another,  from  the  fame  place 

297 
another  to  the  fame,  dated  on 


board  the  Chatham,  in  Nantaiket 

Road  299 

—  his   letter  to  Lord  George 

Germain,  dated  Halifax  310 
another  to  the  fame,  from  the 

faoae  place  313 

another  323 

another  324 

another  325 

•'  his  letter  to  JLord  George 

Germain,  dated  States  liland  329 
■  anothtf  to  the  iame,  from  th6 

fiune  plac«  %%% 

aoQtbcr  ktt^  to  dis  fime  335 

Howcy 
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l^vttQsU^iMc  T..  ri£n  infnpport.of 

,.  t)ie  aboifc .motion  -    .»..  86 

— T^  mo^eet  for  the  trial  of.  Sir  Hugh 

:  l^allifer,  but  is  called  to  order     94 

;-r-?  ft^mfOB  Lord  Nortk  of  not  hav- 

.«g  cleared  up  the  charge -of  em- 

w  E^zsismoDt  96 

-■■1   r^U«&  to  Lord  Mulgravo  in  the 

deWtes  on  the  navy  eftiraatcs     loi 

■     '    fupports  his  former  motion  for 

tlie  weekly  returns  of  the  navy  105 

• moves  for  the  trial  of  Sir  Hugh 

^^lifer  13:1 

— T  enters  into' the  debate  on  the  or- 
dinaries of  the  navy  178 
«■-       complains  of  the  inefiicacy  of  the 
hulk  adi                                      233 


M. 

Macdonald,  Mr.  oppofes  the  motion 
f©r  difavowing  the  commiilioners' 
proclamation  108 

Martin,  Mr.  oppofes  the  new  recruit- 
ing hill  225 

'  declares  his  abhorrence  of  the 

American  war  226 

^Maryland  Journal,  an  extract  there- 
from 420 

Mawl)cy,  Sir  Jofeph,  confiders  the 
trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  as  a  pre- 
meditated fcheme  to  ruin  that  Ad- 
miral 143 

■  moves  for  the  commiflion 
appointing  Lord  George  Germaine 
fccretary  of  ft^te,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  2;?8 

Mta'cdith,  Sir  William,  cenfures  tlie 
condu<St  of  adminiftration,  with  re- 
fpe(9:  to  American  meafures         44 

oppofes  the  addrefs  to  the  King 

on  his  fpeech  46 

•— —  endeavours  to  foftcn  matters  be- 
tween the  Admirals  Keppel  and 
Paliifer  1.^2 

■  I  ■'  '  condemns  the  conduA  of  Sir 

Hugh  Paliifer  146 

-  recommends  the  withdrawing 
the  troops  from  America  1 70 

...  ■  ■  replies  to  Lord  Mulgrave  ift  the 
debate  on  the  army  cftimatos     173 

—  ftates  the  cafe  of  Capt.  Clements 

177 
——oppofes  the  profecution  of  the 
rioters  246 

Middlefex  Election,  Mr.  V/ilkcs's  an- 
nual motion  concerning  it  249 
Montagu,  Mr.  fupports^  the  motiofl 
for  a  bill  to  try  Admiral  Keppel  on 
liiorc                                          i2i 


Mulgrave,  Lord,  rifes  in  fupport  of 
the  navy  eftimates  ■  <        100 

oppofes  the  motion  for  the  week- 
ly returns  of  the  navf.  •    104 

ilates  the  conflitutieo  of  the  ad- 
miralty-board 138 

quotes  the  affair  of  Matthews 

and  Leftock  139 

joins  in  the  debate  on  the  army 

eflimates  171 

mentions  a  particular  hard.fhip 

and  kiconveniencc  in  the  courfe  of 
courts-martial  234 

Murray,  CoL  ftates  a  matter  relative 
to  a  Highland  regiment  126 

N 

Navy,  debates  on  the  motion  for  the 
weekly  returns  of  83 

»— ordinaries,  debates  thereon    17S 

— ' —  eftimates,  debates  thereon       85 

Newhaven,  Lord,  aiks  a  variety  of  quei- 
tions  refpeding  the  ordnance     i8i 

ftates  the  particulars  of  the  efti- 
mates he  obje(fted  to  182 

— —  makes  a  motion  refpeding  the 
trade  of  Ireland  237 

Noble,  Lieut,  his  report  to  Major 
Gen.  Phillips  213 

North,  Lord,  declares  that  Lord  Bute 
was  no  ways  concerned  in  admini- 
ftration 46 

urges  the  propriety  of  the  ad- 
drefs to  the  King  on  his  fpeech   47 

rifes  to  juftify  himfelf  againft  the 

attacks  of  Mr.  Fox  70 

rifes  to  exculpate  himfelf  from 

the  charge  of  not  properly  attend- 
ing the  Hoiifc  94 

goes  into  a  copious  detail  of  the 

nature  of  the  navy  eftimates         95 

oppofes  the  motion  for  the  re- 
turns of  the  army  123 

fupports  the  power  of  the  ad- 

mirahy-bonrd  146 

— —  in  the  debate  on  the  army  efti- 
mates, replies  to  Governor  John- 
ftone  '  .  165 

replies  to  Mr.  Townfhend   in 

the  debate  on  the  ordnance         185 

replies  to  Sir  John  Wrottefley  in 

th  e  fame  debate  188 

op-pofps  the-  motion  for  bringing 

in  the  bill  againft  contiadtcrs  236 
'  thinks  Sir  William  Howe's  mo- 
tion for  papers  unneceflary         24a 

A'^ugcnt,.Lord,  condemns  the  parlia- 
mentary condu^  of  Admiral  Pal- 
iifer 134 
•Nugent, 


INDEX. 
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Nugent,  Lord,  dcfcribes  the  diilrefles 
ot  Ireland  176 

— — >  moYCs  for  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  merchandifes  exported  to 
Ireland,  and  of  all  imports  from 
thence,  for  a  certain  time  ai8 


O. 

Obfervations  on  the  retiun  of  provi- 
iiom  in  ftare  at  Bofton  in  Nor.  1 775 

Onflow,  Col.  joins  in  the  debate  on 
the  admiifion  of  members  into  the 
Houfc  of  Lords  175 

Onflow,  Mr.  inflfts  on  being  heard  in 
a  matter  of  great  importance     130 

Ord«  Mr.  ^hofcn  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  and  ways  and 
means  82 

brings  up  the  refolutions  re- 

fpe&ing  the  ordnance  181 

brings  up  the  report  of  the  re- 
cruiting bill  221 

Orders  from  Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Lieut. 
CoK  Bun  421 

Ordinaries  of  the  navy,  debates  there- 
on 178 

Ordnance,  debates  thereon  181 


P. 

Pallifer,  Admiral,  rifes  to  juftify  his 
oondu<S  on  the  27th  of  July        92 

accjufes  Admiral   Keppel  with 

afperflng  his  chara&er  133 

— ^  further  accufes  that  Admiral 
of  being  the  caufe  of  bur  dil'ap- 
pointment  134 

'  a  converfation  between   l^ord 

Mulgrave  and  Mr.  Fox  refpeding 
his  trial  238 

■  his  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  re- 
quiring more  time  to  prepare  for 
his  trial  '  239 

■  Mr.  Fox  makes  a  motion  for  his 
difmiflion  from  the  navy  249 

—  and  withdraws  it  25  a 
Papers  produced  in  the   Houfe,  as 

tnofftA  for  by  Gen.  Howe  268,  &c. 

Pcaton,  Mr.  defends  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  navy  14 

Pigot,  Adm.  recapitulates  the  public 
and  private  virtues  of  Adnou  Kep- 
p«l  •:  137 

, re^efoits  L<ord  Mulgpive'a  dc- 

foription  of'  the  conftituttoif  of  the 
adxniralty  board  as  ridiculous '   150 


Pigot,  Adni.  moves  for  a  bill  to 'try 
Admiral  Keppel  on  fliore  i^o 

brings  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofc 

■       191 

—  gives  his  realbns  fdr  bringi))g^ 
that  bill  ijz 

Powis,  Mr.  fupports  the  motion  Ar 
refcinding  the  commiilioners*  pro* 
clamation  no 


Queen  of  Naples,  report  of  the  cargo 
of  that  fliip  278 


R. 

Recruiting  bill,  debates  on  the  new 

one  220 

Report  of  the  addrefs  to  the  King  on 

his  fpeech  65 
of  the  Congrefs  on  Gen.  Bnr- 

goyne*s  army  104 
of  Lieut.  Noble  to  Major  Gen. 

Philhps  213 

— ^  of  the  cargo  of  the  fliip  Queen 

of  Naples  a78 

Return  of  provifions  in   Boflon,  in 

Nov.  1775  •  273 
of  the  effective  horfcs,  cattle,  &c; 

in  Bofton  at  the  above  time  274 
of  the  {lores  wanted  for  the  fer- 

vice  of  the  engineer's  department 

at  Boflon  278 

Rigby,    Mr.  dppofes    the    propofed 

amendment  in  the  addrefs  to  the 

King  on  his  fpeech  64 

Rous,  Mr.  fpeaks  in  defence  of  the 

motion  for  difavowing  the  commif- 

floners' proclamation  118 


S. 

Saville,  Sir  George,  feconds  the  mo* 
tion  for  giving  thanks  to  Admiral 
Keppel  235 

Schedule  of  Sir  WilHani  Howe's  cor- 
refpondence,  as  produced  to  the 
Houfie  of  Commons  '  489 

Shuldham,  Lord,  cenfuresthe  parlia-* 
mcntary  condud  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer  135 

Speaker  of  the  Houfc  returns  the 
thanks  of  that  afiembly  to  Admiral 
Keppel^  847 

Stanley,  Mr.  supports  the  motiQi1.£Dr 
difawoivtriog-  the  commiiflfoberB^  pro^t. 
daiiiatiod-  '■•■  •.  ^  :  •  '■■  >  -iid 

Stanley; 


Sbo 


INDEX. 


Stanley,  Mr.  fpeaks  in  fupport  of  CoL 
Barre*8  motion  for  the  returns  of 
the  army  I2ft 

,«^ propofes  the  putting  off  the 

inquiry  into  the  trade  of  Ireland  237 

Stephens,'  Mr.  his  anfwer  to  Sir  Hugh 
Psdlifer's  Letter,  defiring  more  time 
to  prepare  for  his  trial  a39>240, 241 

« M-^  his  letter  to  the  judge  advo- 
cate of  the  fleet  240 

S\itton,  Sir  Richard,  confiders  the 
power  of  the  admiralty-board  as 
merely  miniflerial  144 


T. 

Tonnage,  return  of,  neceffary  for 
tranfporting  the  troops,  "artillery, 

*     ftores,  inhabitants,   &c  at  Boftoa 

a68 

Townftiend,  Mr.  T.  propofes  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  King  on  his  fpeech  3 

.1  clofes  the   debate  on  the 

above  motion  64 

,..«^____—  accufes  I-.ord  North  of  turn- 
ing the  moll  ferious  matters 'into 
jefl 


102 
-  fpeaks  in  fupport  of  the  mo- 
tion for  the  weekly  returns  of  the 
navy  104 

'   ■   rifes  in  fuppQrt  of  the  mo- 
tion for  the  returns  of  the  army  123 

-: enters  into  the  debate  on  the 

ordnance  182 

admoniflies  the  Houfe  to 


beware  of  loiing  Ireknd  as  they 

had  America  320 

Tryon,  Governor,  his  letter  to  Lord 

Howe,  dated  from  New»York  203 
Turner,  Mr.  oppofcs  Mr.  Jenkinfpn*s 

recruiting  bill  221 

'  ■  repeats  his  proteft  againft 

that  bill  232 


W. 


Walfingham,  Capt.  R.  B.  cienfures  the 
parliamentary  conduA  of  Sir  Hugh 
,PaUifer  ip 

Wedderburhe,  Mr*  approves  of  ttie 
motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King 
on  his  fpeech  47 

■■  oppofes  the  motion  for  dif- 

avowing  the  commiffioners*  procla- 
mation 117 

• rifes  in  fupport  of  the  power 

of  the  admiralty-Doard  149 

rifes  to  vindicate  admini- 


ftration  fronl  havin|f  any  fhare  in 
the  profecution  againft  the  rioters 

US 
Weir,  Mr.  commiffary-general,  men- 
tioned by  Lord  North,  189,  and  by 
Sir  William  Howe  190 

lift  of  the  perfons  in  the  com- 

miflariate  under  him  196 

Weft  cote,  I^ord,  argues  in  fupport  of 
the  mutiny  bill  486 

Wilkes,  Mr.  takes  a  general  view  of  the 
King*s  fpeech,  and  cenfures  it      18 

— —  makes  his  annual  motion  re- 
lative to  the  Middlefex  election  249 

Wrottefley,  Sir  John,  enters  into  the 
debate  on  the  ordnance  186 

recommends   the   ftri<fteft 

oeconomy  at  the  prefent  time     189 


Yonge,  Sir  George,  approves  of  the 
motioa  for  the  papers  publiihed  by 
the  commiffioners  in  America      84 

'  fupports  the  motion  for  dif- 

avowing  the  commifBoners*  pro- 
clamation 118 

■  propofes   excepting  married 

men  having  three  children  in  the 
recruitrag  bill  222 

gives  his  reafons  for  having 


formerly  affented  to  the  hulk  aA  23X 
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